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“WeWho AreMany . .. AreOne Body”

[ Thebeginning of thisad dressisinaudi-
bleontheaudiotape]

[Thedemoniacis] barely ahumanbeing.
Heisex iled to the grave yard, to the place
where only silence and the dead reside.
How many peo pleishe?How many voices
comefrom him?Heismany, so very many,
that he seemsamon ster who can not be urn-
der stood or cared for by other peo ple. For
Je sus sees this man as we do, bruised and
tat tered, and twisted. Je sushearsthevoices
of thelegion, but Je susal so seessomething
else. For when Jesus gazes upon him, he
sees what no one else can see. He sees the
one loved and blessed child of God whom
thispoor man once had been. JesusseesLe-
gion, not as he is, but as he can be again,
wholeandrestoredtolife. Jesusseeshimas
God has created him, before the demons
had come. So af ter Jesushadin structed the
de mons to come out of him, he asked the
man his name, gave him a chance to speak,
to give the name by which heisknown. But
the response comes from even more de-
mons. “We are called Le gion,” they cried,
“for we are many in this one man.”

Weéll, isitpossi bleto seeour selvesinthis
gospel account, dear friends, asapeople, as
aGenera Confer ence, asachurch?Herewe
gather at this General Conference to dis-
cuss, to debate, to share, and—yes—to
strug gle, of tenwith each other, wewho are
many. Now when the world watches
us—and be sure, the world watches us—do
we appear as Christ sees us, whole and
blessed? When the world lis tens to us, do
our voices sound as Christ would hear us?
Do our wordsseemfaith ful and com mit ted
to him, loving and sup port ive of one an-
other? Are we the one, the loved body of
Christ our Lord? Or doweap pear asthede-
moniac in the graveyard, talking inces
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santly, filled with a thousand conflicting
voices, filled with an ger, filled with rage?

Well, there’ sahopeful promisefor usin
thisgospel lesson. Whenwefind our selves
trapped, as was this man, Jesus stands
among the tomb stones. Where we're hid-
ing, bruised and shaken, he hears us as we
raise our many voices to each other. Heis
with usinthisplaceand will hear our ev ery
word. Let usinvitehim, now, totouch usso
our exile among the dead can be ended.
When Christ touched the man who was Le
gion, hewas re stored, and his many voices
were healed and har mo nizedinto abeau ti-
ful voice with only one word to share. The
Sav ior tells aman, now healed, “ Go back
and tell your friends of what the Lord has
done for you and what mercy has been
shownyou.” Oncepossessed of athou sand
voices, now asinglemessageremains: Tell
the world what God has done for you and
what mercy has been shown you.

Aswegather for theGeneral Confer ence,
we' [l cometo the Table of the Lord and we
will celebrate Eucharist to remind our -
selves—no, more than that—to claim our
identity. The theme of our conference is
“Wewho are many are one body” in Christ.
Doweneedtoremind our selvesthat weare
many? Did you see that opening proces
sion?Wecomefromal over theworld! We
speak multiple languages. We differ in
theologi cal opinions. Andwerepresentdif-
fer ent cul tures. We who are gath ered here
are many, but we're gath ered here as one
body. Thisis Christ’s vi sion for us. Don’t
for get it. For the Christian family, unity is
both a gift given and an ideal we seek. Di-
ver sity is a gift of God as well, not to be
managed, manipulated, buttoclaim.

Early intheepistletotheEphesians, Paul
makes clear the source of our unity. He

soundsthe pri mary evan gel i cal protestant
core doctrine of judtification by grace
through faith. The gentile read ers, the first
read ersof theepistle, receive Paul’ swords
with great joy. The way is how open for all.
Those who were far off and those who are
near havebeenreconciled, broughtintoone
body by the cross. All now have ac cess by
the Spirit tothe Father. See, unity isagift to
those who have been reconciled to God
through Christ. Dear friends, Christ is our
peace. Our unity isagift but isalso aprom-
ise to be claimed.

Oh, what achal lenge! What achal lenge
as we come together! Some believe our
unity ap pearsto befragile, but not be cause
his gift is not com pleteand to tally suf fi-
cient. Wemust claimitandliveinit. But as
Jesuslooked past the demons, he saw aper-
son, whole and healthy. And he looks at us,
and we can look at each other and see each
other for who we are. We can look past all
di vi sionsto seeabrother’ sface, asister's
face, even the face of our be loved, the face
of JesusChrist. Oh, al of usgatheredinthis
place are pre ciousto him. Christ would not
sti fleany one’ svoice, for throughour voices
comes the Spirit. We would hear every-
one’ svoiceinthisbody who, inconviction
andfaith, of fersanopinionor apleabefore
thisconference.

Now am | talk ing about unity at any cost?
Well, we know this: Christ paid our cost,
and thereisnever atimefor draw ing aline
inthesand. Wemust remember that if Jesus
drew in the sand, it would not be aline, but
it' dbeacir cle; itwouldbeacir cle. Friends,
thecruci fied Christ paid thehigh est cost to
draw acir clearound al of us.

In June, 1998, an ar ti cle about one of our
Kentucky Methodist congregations ap-
peared on the front page of the Wall Street
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Journal. It was @&bout a church,
Bryantsville,asmall rural churchjust south
of Louisville. They had dug deepinto their
pock etsto buy a93-year-old farm house to
beused asapar sonage. But buried deepinto
thefine print of the deed—and un known to
the church before the purchase—was a
valuable commodity, a permit to grow
1,850 pounds of bur ley to bacco. Well, this
meant agener ousfi nancial divi dendforthe
church, and what began with excitement
grew into a painful dispute over emphy-
sema, and cancer, andtheresponsi bil i tiesof
churchgoing Christiansregardingtobacco.
Weéll, in Bryantsville, the de bate was pri-
mar ily betweenamajority of thecongrega
tion and just onefamiily. Both groups were
devoted to their church, and both [were]
profoundly op posedtotheother’ sposition.

The young student pastor, James Wil -
liams, stu dent at Asbury, alongwiththevast
major ity of thecongregation, never doubted
what the church should do. They said, “We
just can not be in the busi ness of raising a
crop that is harmful to people’s health.”
Weéll, Grover Drew, awonder ful maninthe
church, a mem ber of the church all of his
life—and ato bacco farmer him self—bris-
tled at the very ideathat the church would
not rent or sell their to bacco al lot ment, and
hisposi tionwas, “Wewill rent or sell theal-
lotmentor I'll look for mean other church.”

Well, for many in the church, Mr. Drew
was draw ing that line in the sand. An ad-
ministrativeboard meetingwascalled, and
they decided to pray over the issue and
study theSocial Princi plestodiscernGod’'s
will, and af ter the study and many long dis-
cussionsand prayers, the church mem bers
finally reached the conclusion that they
would rather— they would not sell and they
would not rent the al ot ment. They de ter-
mined that the church would not profit from
thistobaccoal lot ment.

Well, Mr. Drew and his wife were the
only ones who voted against it. The young
pastor andthecon gregationwerevery anx-
ious. They werewor ried whether or not Mr.
Drew would return. Well, their anxieties
weresort of relieved thefol low ing Sunday
morn ing when Grover and his wife pulled
upinthechurchyardin hispickuptruck. He
seemed to be in a good mood. James said
that Mr. Drew never said a whole lot. He
was a ways cheer ful and smil ing and sup-
port ive, and each week, the only words he
ever heard him say, he would walk up to
him and shake his hand and say to him
something likethis: “ That wasamighty fine
sermon, Brother Jim, and | do hope you
have a good week.” But some onesaid to
him as he got out of his pickup truck in the
park ing lot, “We were afraid that you'd be

mad and you would not come back to the
church.” And Grover quickly responded,
“Shucks, I’'mnot goin’ toletalit tleto bacco
come between me and the people | care
about.”

Well, when thewor ship ser vicewas con-
cluded and peo ple gath ered on the church
steps, Grover came up to the young
preacher, smiled, and extended his hand,
and said, “That sure was amighty fine ser-
mon, Brother Jim,” and the peo plerelaxed
because they knew al was well with
Grover.

At somepoint, weneedto under stand that
living to gether inthebond of loveisGod's
will for us. Unity’ sapreciousthing. Infact,
unity isthe gift that is ours, through our sal-
vationand Baptism. Itisour unity in Christ
that is the miracle that makes us strong!
Withoutit, wewill havelost each other, and
we should not be will ing to lose one. The
ques tion might very well be: Can we have
unity without uniformity? Well, once
Christ’s saving hand has touched us, and
once our conversations are over and the
Holy Spirit hasled us—once hiscom mand-
ment to go out into all theworld has sent us
fromhere—our missionbeyondthesewalls
issacred. Weareto sparetheworld our dif-
fer ences. Once our strug glesto decide are
over, once our de ci sions have been made,
once each voice has been heard and
weighed, wemust al low thehand of Jesusto
touch us, heal our hurts, and give us one
voicewith which we are then sent out to tell
theworld onething—onething, onesimple,
holy thing—we're to tell the world what
God has done for us and what mercy has
been shown usin Christ Je sus.

Oh, the blood of Je sus Christ brought us
who were once far off near. Nothingelse
cangivelifetoadesper ateworld. Nothing
else can heal our world but the mercy of
God. Not our do ing, not our de bat ing, not
our striv ing. To the world that watches us,
listensto us, strainsto un der stand us, let us
only speak of this one thing: spesk of the
mercy Christ hasshown us, tell and dem on-
strate that we who were once aiens and
strang erstothecov enantsof promise, hav-
ing no hope with out God in theworld, now
in Jesus Christ have been redeemed and
made one body with one mission—to share
hissaving gracewith all theworld and make
of thewholeworlddisci plesinJesusChrist.

Hear mefriends, thismust be our pri mary
focusfortheGeneral Confer ence, anditis
thismissionandthestrat egiesfor ful filling
this mis sion that should re quire the over-
whelming amount of our attentionduring
these days.

Elizabeth (unintelligible middle name)
Pitts,amember of theDukeUni ver sity fac
ulty, hasgivenmetheper missiontotell you
about her older sister, Mary Blair. Beth
claimsthat it was her sister who taught her
what it meant to be loved of God. Mary
Blairismentally retarded and haslivedina
specia homefor thementally retarded for
over 40 years. Beth tells how her brother,
Carl, who had not seen Mary Blair in over
25 years, de cided that he would over come
hisdistastefor hospi talsand travel downto
Gracewood near Augusta, Geor gia, to visit
her. Carl was about two years older than
Mary Blair, and he had not seen her since
she was 11 and he was 13, and now they
were both intheir early for ties. Y ou need to
know that Mary Blair does not have lan-
guage, and her mind is frozen at about 18
months. Her life con sisted of enjoy ing mu-
sicand food and sun light on aswingset. So
Carl had no ideawhether Mary Blair would
evenrecog hizehimwhen hecameto seeher
af ter so many years apart. Beth said that
when Carl and the par entswerethereinthe
hos pi tal unit, they sat around and talked to-
gether while Mary Blair, as aways,
watched and rocked and lis tened from the
bed. But all thetime, shewasstar ing at Carl,
that forty-something-looking man with
grayinghairandwideningmidsectionanda
beard on hisface. And she stared at him for
along time. Then she sud denly did some-
thing ex traor di nary. She got out of her bed
and went over to him, she grabbed him by
the wrist and started drag ging him to ward
the door and down the hall. And Beth says
that she can be very per sua sive when she
wants some thing. So he went with her, and
the mother and the fa ther fol lowed as she
led him into the patient lounge near the
nurse’ sstation, whichwasreallylittlemore
thanaglassboothwithatelevi sionsetanda
long, vi nyl sofa. Once in the room, Mary
Blair sat on the sofain front of the TV, and
shepulled Carl down next to her sothat they
were sitting side by side. In that action,
Mary Blair had said ev ery thing she needed
to say. She had made it abun dantly clear to
al of them that shehad rec og nized Carl and
sheknew who hereally was. Hewasn’tjust
some forty-something-year-old man, some
strange, gray-haired per son. She had seen
past the weight and the tracks of life upon
his face. She saw the boy she had once sat
next to on a sofa back at home. Herewas a
lit tle boy with whom she had watched TV
solong ago in child hood. She knew that the
manwho cameto see her wasonce, and was
still, the boy who was her brother.

Thisishow Jesussaw Legion—not ashe
was, but as he could be again, whole and re-
storedtolife. Je sussaw himasGod created
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him, before the demons had come. Jesus
|ooked past theactionsof ashat tered manto
see him as he once was and could be again.

Andthat hap pensto us, over and over again,
aswecometotheTableof theLord. Herein
this place we will hear God’s messageof

grace and mercy. Je sus will take us by the
hand in thisplace, at thismo ment, and lead
ustothetable, and wewill remem ber who
wereally areand who our sistersand broth-

ers are. This is the table he has prepared
with hisown bleeding hands, and wearehis
guests. Thisisthetablehehasset tobring us
hometo one an other, to make uswholeand
set usfree. But beware, hear me, bewareall

who come here, look around at those who
arewithyouasyou come. Nobody deserves
it, but al of usare here. Arewenot all here?
The one with whom you agree and the one
with whom you dis agree. There are those
whose faces are different color, the ones
who hear the gospel in different accents.

We need each other to hear the full ness of

thegospel.

Unity doesnot mean sameness. Who ever
comes to the table of Christ must be re-
minded that we did not make up the guest
list, becausewe' reall aguest, adopted chil-
dren. Ev ery onemust agreetobeasisterora
brother toall oth ers, be causewhat wecel e

brate here is the only thing that gives us
unity, and that isthe shed blood of our Lord
Je sus Christ and the re minder of hisresur-
rec tion and liv ing pres ence with us as his
body, the church.

Barbara Brown Tay lor has said that no
mat ter how much we may mess things up,
somethingsaregoin’ tokeepturningoutall
right, because we are not in charge. Al-
though to cometo thistableisto come con
fessing our sins and receiving Christ's
for giveness, anactivity we' renotincharge
of. AsPaul said once, we' ve come here—to
thistable, that is—once we have re ceived
hissav ing grace, we'reall broth ersand sis
tersinthebody of Christ. Here, Legionwill
give way to Je sus, and we will arise and
speak only of God's mercy and what great
things have been done for us. Oh, if you
would be healed, if you will be a source of
heal ing for abro kenworld, if youwill bea
dynamic of healing as we move through
thesedaysof General Confer ence, cometo
the table. Here you will find bread for the
wil der nessand winefor thejour ney. Here
the claim of Christ will be laid upon you
again to be his body, to speak his Word, to
behispresenceof loveand mercy inaworld
that never more des per ately needed it.

Now hear the epistle, once more, just
some brief verses. From the pen of Eu gene
Peter son, let meread thisparaphrase.

Inthelight of all this—thefourth chap ter
of Ephesians—inthelight of all this, here’'s
what | want you to do. WhileI’m locked up
here, aprisoner for themaster, | wantyouto
get out there and walk—Dbetter yet, run—on
the road God called you to travel. | don't
want any of you sitting around on your
hands. | don’t want anybody stroll ing of f
down some path that goes nowhere. And
mark that you dothiswithhumil ity and dis
ci pling; for notinfitsand starts, but steadily
pour ingyour selvesout for each other inacts
of love, adert at noticing differences and
quick at mend ing fences, you areall called
totravel inthe sameroad and inthe samedi-
rection. So stay together, both outwardly
and in wardly. You have one mas ter, one
faith, one Bap tism, one God and Father of
al who rules over all, works through all,
andispresentinall. Every thingyouareand
think and do isper me ated with oneness.

Oh, if we have heard these words so that
they take root in our hearts and change the
way we live our lives, then they will be-
come for us and all who know us truly the
words of theliv ing God. Amen.
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BISHOP ROB ERT C. MOR GAN (Low-
isville): We'realit tlebehind, but we' rego-
ing to catch up if you'll takeyour seats. All
right, if you'll come to or der. It's been a
wonder ful, cel ebrativeaf ter noonandwe' re
now ready todoalittlebit of busi ness. Once
again, the del egateswould pleasetaketheir
places. When you are in your places, I'll
call youto or der and we' Il begin. All right,
if | might haveyour at tention. By thegrace
of God, we' rehereandthe Gen eral Confer-
ence 2000 of TheUnitedMethodist Church
will cometo or der.

Let us pray.

(prayer)

Weéll, you have no ticed that we arelong
halls. | feel that I’msit ting un der agoal post
at thisend and the peo ple from the Holston
conference, North Carolina conference, |
know that you' re back there. | know you're
back there and Oklahoma, | know you're
back there. And we got thesewimpsup here
inthefrontrowfromWesternPennsyl vania
and Central New Y ork, youknow. If you'll
start putt ing your tithesin likethey do, back

intheback, we'll moveyou for ward, and so
on. Oh, it'sagreat . . . We come from all

over thisworldto meet andwhat adelight it

is. So we must move how to get or ganized.
NowturntoCarolynMar shall,thesecretary
of theGeneral Confer encetohelpusalong.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: BishopMor-
gan, one an nounce ment needs to be made
be fore we be gin that part, and that isare
quest that all bish opsand presi dentsof au-
tonomousaf fili ated, autonomousconcor dat
Methodist churches sitting as delegates
cometo thefront of the stage on your leftin
order that you may be introduced quite
soon.

BISHOP MORGAN: May | interrupt
even here with that announcement to say
that therewasan omissioninthememorial
ser vice and we failed to list Wilma Frank.
There' sal waysthat, and | know you’ Il want
to add that fam ily to your prayers. Ex cuse
me, Car olyn. | meant to do that first.

Roll Call Procedures

CAROLYNMARSHALL:Aswebegin
the con fer ence, we would like to have ev-
eryone know that the rolls will be taken

from the registrationswhich each of you
havedone; that Bishop Rader, whoisSecre
tary of the Council of Bishops, will provide
theroll call for theCouncil of Bishops; Sally
AsKew that for theJudi cial Council; Dave
Lundquist,general secretary of theGeneral
Council onMinistriesforgenera agencies;
chairpersons of delegations and chair per
sonsof del egationsof theaf fil i atedautono
mous and united churches for their
delegations.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, roll call
has been cared for. Turn now to Bishop
Wil liam Grovewhoistheecumeni cal of fi-
cer who represents us in the ecumenical
community around theworld of theCouncil
tocomeand present the af fil i atedauton o-
mouschurchrepresentatives.

BISHOP WILLIAM B. GROVE (Re-
tired): Thank you, Mr. Chair man. We have
seated in our con fer ence and as part of our
familyforthesetwoweeks, representatives,
delegates from other Methodist churches
throughout the world and we're happy to
wel come them now. First, | would like to
ask Bishop Elias Galvan and Bishop Joel
Mar ti nez to come for ward, present to you



