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Rules of Order and the Plan of Organization of
the 2000 General Conference

Preamble

From the days of Wesley, the “People
caledMethodist” havegatheredin' confer
ence’ The early Methodists attended to
practical affairs of the movement but fo-
cused pri mar ily onthespir i tual af fairsand
onthevi sion of “spreading scrip tural holi-
nessthrough out theland.” ‘ Conferencing,’
the com ing to gether to be of one mind and
to know the mind of Christ is our legacy.
‘Conferencing’ must not be lost in our con-
ferences.

TheGenera Confer enceistherepresen
tative, deliber ativebody for theChurch. It
hasdevel oped anor derly, rational andfair
process for making majority decisions in
thepracti cal af fairsof the Church. Yet, it
also protects the rights of minority pos-
tions. Thereisnosub sti tutefor such careful
deliberation.

However, the spiritual affairs of the
Churchand itsMission area waysbefore
thebody whether or not they areap par entin
thepassionsof debateontemporal af fairs.
TheGenera Confer encehasspiri tual and
prophetic leadership which must always
formthecontext of itsgov er nance.

All through our his tory, there have been
pow er ful and com mitted groupsintension
with each other to win majority position.
Forexample,‘ confessional’ Wesley ansand
‘ex peri ential’ Wesley anshaveviedforthe
hearts of the people since the time of
Whitefield and Wedley. At particular
points in our history, social forces have
pulledusapart and, inthecaseof theslav ery
issue, produced schism.

Inthat case, we have come back to gether
in the firm conviction that the unity of
United Methodism is God's will and the
bestway to"“ spread scriptural holiness’ ina
global movement of the “People called
Methodist.”

To learn the wisdom in the theological
and spir i tual ten sions; and to fo cusour vi-
sionof God' swill forusamidconflictingis
suesof our timeswemust: First, recognize
that our Plan of Or gani zation must be hon-
oredwithintegrity by all. How ever, at the

sametimeit must be open to prayer ful dis-
cernment of God's will for us. Second,
therewill betimes, inthemidst of deliber a
tion, when we will need to stop, pray to-
gether, listen in slence together, and
re fo cus our com mon vi sion of where the
Spiritislead ing the Church.

Thetimesof prayer and discernment may
bevariedandsur prising. Whilethey donot
substitute for decent and or derly de bate,
they doservetohold ourtemporal af fairsup
tothelight of thelarger, commonvi sionfor
the“PeoplecaledMethodist.”

Plan of Organization

I. Opening Sessionand Or gani zation

TheGeneral Conferencewill assembleon
the day fixed at the place desig nated in ac
cor dance with the ac tion taken by the pre
ceding General Conference or the
Commission on the General Conference.
TheHoly Com mu nionand Memorial Ser-
viceshall becel ebrated by the Confer ence,
the Council of Bishops being in charge.
DuringtheMemorial Service, thereshall be
called the names of the bish ops and bish-
ops spouses who have died since the ad-
journment of the preceding Genera
Confer ence, and like wisethe names of the
del e gates-elect who have died. The open-
ingbusi nesssessionof theConfer enceshall
be on the day and at the hour fixed by the
Commission on the General Conference
and shall be called to or der by the bishop
designated, as provided in the Discipline
1115.11.

Thefol low ing or der of busi nessshall be
observed:

A. Roll Cadl. The record of attendance
shall bemadeinwritingtothe Secretary of
theGeneral Confer enceby:

(1) The Secretary of the Council of
Bishopsfor the bish ops,

(2) TheSecretary of theJudi cial Council
for that body,

(3) TheGeneral Secretary of theGeneral
Council onMinistriesfor al general secre
taries,

(4) The chairperson of each delegation
for itsmem ber ship. Thechair per sonshall
be pro vided with aform onwhichto report
daily the at ten dance of itsmem bers. Any
reserveseatedintheplaceof aregular del e
gate shall have been duly elected as a re-
serve dd egateby the Annual Confer ence
and shall meet there quirementsset forthin
theDisci pline32-34. Del egates, including
reserveswhenthelat ter aresubsti tutedfora
del egateor del egates, shall beseatedinthe
or der of their elec tion, ex cept when are-
serveis seated tem po rarily, in which case
thereserveshall oc cupy theseat of thedel e
gatefor whomthesub sti tutionismade. All
del egatesarrivingaf tertheopeningroll call
shall bere ported by the chair per son of the
del egationtotheCommitteeonCredentials
(Seesection VIII.A.4. and Rule5. Seealso
Disci pline506 definingaQuorum.) and

(5) Thechair per sonof thedel egationfor
affiliated  Autonomous Methodist and
United Churchesdel egations.

B. Establishthebar of theconfer ence.

C. Report of The Commission on The
General Conference.

D. Report of The Plan of Or gani zation
and Rulesof Or der.

E. Elections
(1) Coordinator of Cal endar. (Seel V-C)

(2) Committeeon ThePlanof Or gani za
tion and Rules of Or der.

F. Report of Committeeon Agenda.
G. Miscel laneousBusi ness.

H. Adjournment.

I1. Episcopal andLaity Addresses

TheQuadrennia Addressof theCouncil
of Bishops shall be deliv ered early in the
Confer ence, at such hour asdeter mined by
the Commission on the Genera Confer-
ence.

The Quadrennial Address of the Laity
shall bedeliv ered early inthe Con fer ence,
at such hour asdeter mined by theCommis
sion on the Gen eral Con fer ence. The Na
tional Association of Annual Conference
Lay Leaders shall coordinatetheprepara
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tion and presentation of the Quadrennia
Lay Ad dressfrom sub missions by an nual
confer encelay lead ers. Thisop por tu nity
shall be opento all an nual con fer encelay
lead ersin Af rica, Asia, Europe, and North
America

I11. Presiding Of fi cers

Thepresiding of fi cersforthesev eral ses-
sions of the Con fer ence, the open ing ses-
sion ex cepted (See Section I, above), shall
bechosenfromamongtheef fectivebishops
by the Committee on Presiding Officers.
(SeeSectionVIIIA.6.)

IV. Secretaria Staff

A. TheSecretary of the General Confer-
enceshall beresponsi blefor all functionsof
theof ficein prep arationfor the session of
theGenera Confer ence.

B. Thesecretary shall select per sonsfrom
the clergy and lay membership of The
United Meth od ist Church to serve on the
secretarial support staff.

C. TheConfer enceshall elect, uponnom:
i nationby theSecretary, aCoor di nator of
Calendar, who shall assisttheCommittee
on Agendaand Cal endar in presenting re-
portsin such or der asto ex pe dite the busi-
ness of the Con fer ence, aswell asin other
responsi bil i tiesof thecommittee. (Seel .E.1
and VIII.A.1).

D. Afterascertainingthat peti tions, reso
lutions, and similar communications in
hand and deal ing withthereg ular busi ness
of the Confer ence meet there quirement of
507 of The Book of Disci pline, the Secre-
tary shall beresponsi blefor pre par ingthe
sameforref erencetotheappropri atelegis
lativecom mit tee, sub ject toreview by the
Committee on Reference. (See Section
VIIIA.7.) Inthecaseof asinglepetition
signed by anumber of peo ple, theCommit
tee need print only the name of the first
signerwithanindi cationof thetotal number
of signers.

E. Thework of the Secretary shall besu-
pervisedby theEx ecutiveCommitteeof the
CommissionontheGeneral Conference. A
bud get for thework of theSecretary shall be
pre sented by the Com mis sion on the Gen-
eral Confer encetothe General Council on
Fi nanceand Ad ministration. Suchbud get
shall bepaidout of theGeneral Administra
tion Fund.

F. Ifintheinterim of thequadrennia ses-
sionsof the Gen eral Confer encetheof fice
of Secretary shall for any reasonbevacated,
the Coun cil of Bishopsshall elect asuc ces-
sor to serve until the next session.

V. Nomi nationsand Elections

TheSecretary of theGeneral Conference
shall develop atimelinefor thesubmission
of nomi nationsandel ections/appointments
by the Council of Bishops. Inmakingthese
nominations, elections and appointments,
attentionshall begiventoensuringconti nu
ity of mem ber ship from the pre vi ous qua
drennium.

It shall betheresponsi bil ity of the Coun
cil of Bishops to present nominations for
The Commission on the General Confer-
ence, Committeeon Plan of Or gani zation
and Rulesof Or der, CommissiononCentral
Conference Affairs, General Conference
standingcommittees, and secretary- desig
nate of The General Conference. These
nomi nationsshall be pre sentedto the Gen
eral Conferencefor election.

Disci plinary provi sionsshall gov ernthe
nomi nationandelectionproceduresfor:

General Council onFi nanceand Ad min
istration(1/805.1)

General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits(11502.1)

Genera Commission on Archives and
History (11704.2)

TheUni ver sity Senate(11417.2)

The Judicia Council (1 2602, 2603,
2604.1)

Episcopa member shipon:

Gen eral Board of Churchand Soci ety (1
705.4d)

General Boardof Disci pleship(1705.4d)

General Board of Global Ministries
(705.4d, 1311.6)

Gen eral Board of Higher Edu cationand
Ministry (1705.4d)

VI.Commissionon TheGeneral Confer-
ence

A. There shal be a Com mis sion on the
Genera Conference composed of one
clergy and one layperson from each Ju ris-
dic tion and four mem bers-at-large, at least
one of whom should be lay and one clergy
from the Central Confer encesof theconti
nents of Africa, Asia and Europe. They
shall be nominated by the Council of
Bishops at its Fall meet ing next preceding
theGen eral Confer enceand elected by the
General Conference for a term of eight
years, half of the mem bersshall be elected
by the Gen eral Con fer ence each quadren-
nium. If vacancies occur, the Council of
Bishopsshall elect suc cessorstoserveuntil
thenext sessionof theGeneral Confer ence
and then nomi natefor election by the Gen-

eral Conference persons to serve any re-
main der of theterm. The Sec retary of the
Gen eral Con fer ence, the Treasurer of the
General Council onFi nanceand Adminis
tration, and the Business Manager of the
Genera Confer enceshall alsobeex-officio
mem bers but with out vote. The Commis-
sion may elect three additional mem-
bers-at-large  for each quadrennium,
providingthat oneof thesead di tional mem-
bers shall be the chairperson of the local
Host CommitteeintheAnnual Conference
which will be the site of the next Gen eral
Conference.

The Coun cil of Bishops shall desig nate
oneof itsmemberstoconveneandor ganize
theCommissionbeforetheadjournment of
theGeneral Conference.

B. ThisCommissionshall deter minethe
placeandtime(within suchlimitsasmay be
set up by the Genera Confer ence) of the
next Gen eral Confer enceand shall send an
official noticeto all elected del e gates an-
nouncing specif i cally theopening day and
hour of theGeneral Confer enceandantici-
pated time of ad journ ment. It shall fur ther
advisetheGeneral Conferencedel egatesin
ad vance of all such spe cial events and or-
dersof theday, the datesand times of which
have been deter mined prior to the opening
of theGeneral Confer ence,inor der thatthe
del egatesmay haveanover view of theGen
eral Conferenceprogram. TheCommission
shall makeall nec essary ar range ments, in-
cludingarrangementsforthepubli cationof
theDaily Christian Advocateand quadren
nial re ports of the gen eral agen cies of the
church, the same to be published by the
United Meth od ist Pub lishing House. The
Daily Christian Advocateshall printthelist
of nominees for election to the Judicial
Council, withbiographi cal sketchesnotto
ex ceed 100 wordsin length for each nomi-
nee.

C. TheCommissionshall taketheneces
sary measurestoassurefull partici pationof
al General Confer enceDel egates, includ-
ing providing accommodation for lan-
guage, physical chal lengesand ac cessto
approvedli censed childcaredur ingtheses
sion at or near the site of the Gen eral Con-
ference for children of elected General
ConferenceDel egates.

D. TheCommission shall planthesched-
ulefor the opening day of the Confer ence.

E. TheCommissionshall recommendto
theGenera Conferencetheperdiemal low-
ancetobepaidtotheel ected del egates. (See
SectionX.)

F. The Secretary, on be haf of the Com-
mission on the Gen eral Con fer ence, shall
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issueinvitationstoecumeni cal representa
tivesaf ter consul tationwiththe Council of
Bishopsand The Gen eral Com mission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious Con-
cerns. The Commissionshall ar rangefor
local hospitality and presentation of ecu
meni cal representativestotheGeneral Con
ference.

G. The Commissionisauthorized, if it
deemsit ad visable, to select the site of the
General Conference uptofour quadrennia
inadvance.

H. TheGenera Secretary of theGenera
Council on Finance and Administration
shall con fer with the Com mis sion on the
General Confer encethroughitschair per son
concerningtheselectionand per for mance
review of the Business Manager of the
General Conference.

VII. Planof Or gani zation and Rules of
Order

A. Thereshall beaCommit teeon Plan of
Or gani zationand Rul esof Or der composed
of ten lay and clergy members,including
mem ber shipfromeach of theJurisdictions
and from the Central Confer encesof the
continents of Africa, Asia and Europe,
nomi nated fromtheelected del egatestothe
Genera Conference by the Council of
Bishops at its Fall meeting preceding the
General Conference and elected by the
General Confer ence toserveuntil thenext
session of theGen eral Confer ence. Mem+
bersmay be elected for ad di tional terms of
four years, provided no more than four
mem bersof the new com mit teearereturn
ingmembers. If vacanciesoccur, theCoun
cil of Bishopsshall elect suc cessorstoserve
until thenext sessionof theGeneral Confer-
ence. TheSecretary and Busi nessMan ager
of theCon fer ence shall be ex-officiomem-
berswith out vote. The Coun cil of Bishops
shall desig nate one of itsmem bersto con-
veneandor ganizethiscommitteeaf teritis
elected.

Outgoing members of the committee
present at General Conference may meet
with the newly elected committee during
thecur rent sessionsof General Conference.
These out go ing mem berswill havevoice
but no vote.

B. To this committeeshall bereferred
any proposed amendments to the Plan of
Or gani zationand Rulesof Or der (SeeRule
40). Toitmay bereferred any other mat ters
relatingtoparliamentary orderor procedure
inthebusi nessof theGen eral Confer ence.

C. Thiscom mit tee shall serveasan In-
terim Committee between sessionsof the
General Confer ence. Thecommitteeshall

restudy thePlanof Or gani zationand Rules
of Or der and make needed changesand ad-
aptationsand, af ter printingintheAdvance
DCA, shall present them to the Generd
Confer encefor consid er ationandfi nal ac
tion, same to be published in the Daily
Christian Advocate which serves as the
Jour nal of theGeneral Conference.

D. ThePlanof Organi zationand Rulesof
Order of the General Confer enceshall be
thePlanof Or gani zationand Rulesof Or der
aspublishedinthejour nal of thepreceding
General Confer enceuntil they havebeenak
tered or mod i fied by action of theGen eral
Conference(Disci pline505.)

VIII. Committees

The Gen eral Con fer ence shall have the
standingcommitteeshereinaf terindi cated,
with such functions, responsibilities, and
limitations respectively asarehereinaf ter
prescribed, and suchspecial committeesas
itmay or der.

A.StandingAdministrativeCommittees

The mem bersof thefol low ing com mit
tees shall be ap pointed by the Coun cil of
Bishops at its Fall meeting precedingthe
Genera Confer ence. All ex cept the Com:
mittee on Correlation and Editorial Revi-
sion shall befrom the elected del e gatesto
the Gen eral Con fer ence. (See SectionV.)
Mem bersof standing ad ministrativecont
mittees which meet prior to the day on
which the General Conference convenes,
shall receivethedel egate per diemfor each
ad di tional day onwhichtheir at tendanceis
required. Del e gateswho are ap pointed to
such com mit tees|ess than 60 days prior to
theopening sessionof Genera Conference
shall beenti tled toreim bursement for any
additional transportationcosts.

(1) Agendaand Cal endar.

(8 There shal be a Committee on
Agenda and Calendar composed of ten
members, at least five of whom shall be
laypersons, tobeconsti tuted asfol lows: one
fromeach Jurisdiction, onefrom the Cen
tral Confer encesof each of theconti nentsof
Africa, Asia, and Europe, the Coor di nator
of theCal endar, andthechair per son or sub-
sti tutefor the Chair per son of the Program
Commit teeof theCommissionontheGen
eral Con fer ence. No mem ber of the com
mittee shall be chairperson of a Standing
Legislative Committee or staff person of
any gen era agency. The Com mit tee shall
be con vened, for the pur pose of or gani za
tion, by the Sec retary of the Gen eral Con-
fer enceat least the day beforetheopening
of theGeneral Conference.

Fol lowingthepresentationandadoption
of thereport of theCommissionontheGen
eral Con fer ence at the open ing ses sion of
theGeneral Confer ence, theCommitteeon
AgendaandCal endar shallimmedi ately be
comerespon s blefor guiding the or der of
busi nessof theConfer ence.

(b) The Com mit tee on Agendaand Cal-
endar shall:

(1) Presentcal endarreportsinsuchanor
der asto ex peditethe busi ness of the Con-
ference,

(2) Informthebishoppresidingassoonas
possi bleof theagendaitems, including or-
der of pri ority, tobeconsidered,

(3) Keepanover view of cal en dar prog-
ress,

(4) Reporttoeach sessionof theGeneral
Conference recommendations concerning
busi nessagenda, includingtimeal location
and order in which legislativecommittee
reportsshall be pre sented;

(5) Give priority to calendar items as
soon asthey areavail able;

(6) Give priority toca endar itemsin-
volvingminority reports;

(7) Announce, atthelast plenary session
of each day, aten tative agendafor the next

day;

(8) Consult daily with the legidative
committee chairpersons to expedite the
busi nessof theGen eral Confer ence; and

(9) Receiveall requestsfor special or ders
of theday, ex cept thoserequestedinthere-
port of the Commission on the General
Con fer ence on thefirst day of the Confer-
ence.

c) Proposals, questions, communica
tions, resolutions, and other mat tersnotin
cluded in the regular business of the
General Conferenceshall bereferredtothe
Com mitteeon Agendaand Cal endar with
out motionor debate. Thiscommitteeshall
de ter mine whether or not the mat ter pre-
sented shall be con sid ered by the Gen eral
Confer ence. Ap peal fromthedeci sion of
this committee may be presented to the
Conference upon the writtensignatureof
twenty del egates, and theitem shall bepre-
sented to the Conference if the appeal is
sup ported by aone-third vote.

(2) CorrelationandEdi torial Revi sion.

There shall beaCom mit teeon Cor rela
tionand Edi torial Revi sionof four per sons
not members of the General Conference
and the Book Editor, who shall be an
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ex-officiomem ber. They shall beenti tled
to reimbursement of expenses for atten
dance at meet ings of the com mit tee. Two
al ter natesshall beap pointed by theCouncil
of Bishops. TheBook Edi tor shall convene
thecommitteefor thepur poseof or gani za
tion. Thefunction of thiscom mit tee shall
be:

(a) Toreviewal proposedlegislationre
portedintheDaily Christian Advo cateand
that presentedinspecial reportsto the Gen
era Confer ence. TheCom mitteeshal re
port tothestanding com mit teescon cerned,
ortotheGenera Confer enceasthesitua
tionmay war rant, all contradictions, dupli-
cations,andinconsistenciesdiscovered.

(b) Toassurethat, whenacal endaritem
approvedontheConsent Cal endar or under
an om ni busvote isfound to bein conflict
with parts of another calendar item dis-
cussed and voted upon at aple nary session,
theitem discussed and voted shall prevail.

(c) ToedittheDisci plineinac cor dance
with Section XI.B.

(3) Courtesiesand Privi leges.

Thereshall beaCommitteeon Cour tesies
and Priv i legesof eight mem berscom posed
of one del egatefromeach Jurisdictionand
one del egatefrom aCentral Confer ence
from each of theconti nentsof Af rica, Asia,
and Europe. The com mit tee shall be con-
vened by aBishop for the pur pose of or ga-
nization.

Thecom mit tee hasthefol lowingduties
andresponsihilities:

(@ To consider, as presented to it by
members of the Conference, what said
mem bersregard asquestionsor mat ters of
privilege, todecidewhether they aresuchor
not, and if they arere garded as being such,
to rec om mendto the Con fer encethat they
be heard.

(b) Tocon sider resolutionsof com mer+
dation, courtesy,appreci ation, etc., submit
tedinwritingby del egates. Thecommittee
may initi atesimilarresolutionsandeditand
amend those submittedtoit. Resolutions
ap proved by thecommit teeshall beprinted
in the Dally Christian Advocate and
brought tothefloor if thecommitteeconsid
ersthemof unusual importanceor urgency.

(c) Toarrangefor extending courtesiesof
theConfer enceto any towhomthey may be
due, ecumenical representatives and of fi-
cial visi torsex cepted.

(d) Tolimititsreport, including thestate
ment of the chair per son and the hear ing of
such per sonsas may be pre sented, toamax-
i mum of ten min utes in any one busi ness

day. No person or persons shall be pre-
sented whose request has been denied by
the Commission on the General Confer-
ence, nor after the sixth day unless ap-
proved by a two-thirds vote of the
Confer ence. (SeeRule 27.3))

(4) Credentials.

There shall be a Committeeon Credern
tials of eight mem bers, com posed of one
del egatefromeachjurisdictionand onedet
egateselected from aCentral Confer ence
fromeach of theconti nentsof Af rica, Asia,
and Europe. Thecom mit tee shall be con-
vened by aBishop for the pur pose of or ga
nization.

To this Committee, the chairpersons of
the respective annual conference del ega
tionsshall report onaform provided for that
pur poseany changein seating of del egates,
indi cat ing thelength of timefor which the
change shall be effective. (See Section
I.A.4.) Thechair per son of thiscommit tee
shall makeadaily writ ten re port to the Sec
retary of theGeneral Conference, listingall
changes of seat ing ap proved by the Com-
mittee. Intheevent of questionswhich may
ariseregardingtheel i gi bil ity of seatingany
del egates, thisCommit tee shall re port di-
rectly to the General Confer encewithits
recommendations. (SeeRule5.)

(5) Jour nal.

Thereshall beaCommitteeonthe Jour nal
of three mem bers to ap prove daily there-
cord of Proceedingsof theGeneral Confer-
ence prepared by the Secretary and
assistant(s). Thecom mit tee shall be con-
vened by aBishop for the pur pose of or ga
nization.

(6) Presiding Of fi cers.

Thereshall beacom mitteeon Presiding
Of fi cersof sixteenmembers, composed of
one clergy and onelay del e gate from each
jurisdictionandoneclergy andonelay del e
gatefrom membersfromaCentral Confer-
encefrom each of theconti nentsof Africa,
Asiaand Europe. The Commit teeshall be
con vened by aBishop for the pur pose of or-
ganization.

TheCommitteeshall selectandnotify the
presidingof fi cer(s) of each session at | east
24 hours in advance, insofar aspossi ble.
The Committee shall be free to select a
bishop for more than one session and to
changethepresiding of fi cer duringtheses
sion, whenever it seems advisable. (See
Sectionlll.)

(7) Ref erence.

Thereshall beaCommitteeon Ref er ence
of sixteen members, composed of one

clergy andonelay del egatefromeachjuris
diction, one clergy and one lay delegate
fromaCentral Confer encefromeachof the
conti nentsof Af rica, Asiaand Europe. The
membership of this Committee shall in-
clude at least onemem ber from eachlegis-
lativecommittee. Thiscommitteeshall be
convened, for thepur poseof or gani zation,
by theSecretary of theGeneral Confer ence
the day prior to the open ing of the Gen eral
Conference.

(a) Afterreviewingtheproposedassign
mentsby the Secretary to standingcommit
tees of the petitions, resolutions, and
similar communications dealing with the
regular business of the Conference, this
committeeshall refer thesametotheappro-
pri atelegislativecommittees. (SeeSection
IV.D.) One member of each legidlative
committeeservingonthiscommitteeshall
be designated to coordinate petitions as-
signedtohig/herrespectivelegislativecom
mittee. This Committee shall aso be
responsible for reviewingtheassignment,
by the Secretary, of all reports, recommen
dations, andresolutionsfromgeneral agen
cies, standing or special commissionsand
committees, andall other communi cations
whichshall comeintothe Secretary’ shands
af ter theconvening of theGen eral Confer-
ence, al of which shall bereferred di rectly
toappropri atelegislativecommitteeswith
out presentationtoaplenary session of the
General Conference.

(b) The Committee on Ref erencemay
withdraw apaper that hasbeenassignedtoa
committee, e ther uponarequest or uponits
ownmotion. It may alsowith holdfromref-
erenceor publi cationany documentitshall
deemimproper.

() Where the Com mit teefindstwo or
more substantially identical petitions, it
may group them un der oneti tle and num-
ber,indi catingthetotal number of petitions.

(d) Nopeti tionsshall beassigned by the
Committee on Reference to any General
Conference Committee unless they meet
therequirementsof theBook of Disci pline.

B. CommissiononCentral Conference
Affairs.

(For mem ber ship, seeDisci pline, 2201.)

TothisCom mission shall bereferred al
petitions, resolutions, etc., relating to the
Central Conferences, Autonomous
Churches, Affiliated Churches, Affiliated
United Churchesand Con cor dant relation
ships (Discipline, 11126-29, 428, 535-553,
2201.)

TheCommissiononCentral Conference
Affairsshall submititsreportandanylegis
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lative pro posalsrelated to the paragraphs
assignedtoit di rectly tothe Gen eral Con-
ference.

IftheCommissiononCentral Conference
Affairshasaconcernfor any paragraphsas-
signedtooneof thelegislativecommittees,
the Commission shall of feritsrecom men
dation to the appropriate legislative com-
mittee for consideration and
recommendation to the General Confer-
ence.

C. StandingL egislativeCommittees.

The General Conference shall have the
fol lowingstandinglegislativecommittees,
which shall con sider all pro posalslook ing
toward new legidlation or changes in the
presentlegislationof thechurch,including
all reportsandrecommendationsfromgen
eral agen cies, and standing or special com-
missions or committees, and report
recommendations relating thereto, to the
Conference.

Any legislative committee considering
legislation affecting the concerns of the
CommissiononCentral ConferenceAffairs
shall con sult with the Com mission before
submitting its proposedlegislation to the
General Conference.

(1) Churchand Soci ety.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
and con cerns of the Boards of Church and
Society.

Disci plineparagraphs
628 AC: Board of Church and So ci ety
656 District Di rector

1001-1011 Gen eral Board of Church and
Soci ety

(2) Conferences.

To thiscom mit tee shall bereferred all
petitions, resolutions, etc., relating to the
composi tionandactivitiesof theGeneral,
Jurisdictional, Annual, Provisiona, Mis
sionary, and District Conferences, and
Missions,includingtheJdurisdictional, An
nual and District Confer enceCouncilson
Ministries. (Legislationrel ativetoCentral
Con fer ences shall bere ferred to the Com-
missiononCentral Confer enceAf fairs(see
12201).)

Disci plineparagraphs
7-1I Consti tution: Confer ences
12-15Consti tution: General Conference

21-25 Consti tution: Jurisdictional Con
ferences

30-34 Consti tution: Annual Conferences
35-39 Consti tution: Boundaries
40Consti tution: District Conferences

405-407
Bishops

Election, Assignment of

501-510 General Conference(including
openingstatement)

511-526 Jurisdictional Conference
527-529 Jurisdictional Agencies
528 Jurisdictional Council onMinistries

554-557 Provisional Annual Confer-
ences

558-561 Missionary Conference
562-563 Mission

601-607 Annual Confer ence
626 AC: ProgramOr gani zation

649 AC: Committeeon Disabil ity Con-
cerns

652-653 District Conference
655 District ProgramOr gani zation

(3) Disci pleship.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredal pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
andconcernsof theBoardsof Disci pleship.

Disci plineparagraphs

270-273 LC: Lay Speaking
274 LC: Lay Missioner
531 Jurisdictional Y outhMinistry

Organi zationConvocation

629 AC: Board of Disci pleship
630 AC: Boardof Laity

646 AC: Council onYouthMinistry

647 AC: Council onYoungAdultMinis
try

654 DC: Lay Leader
660 DC: Boardof Laity
661 DC: Com mitteeon Lay Speaking

665 DC: Council onYouth Ministry

1101-1106 General Board of Disciple
ship

1107-1109 GBOD: Education

1110-1114 GBOD: Evangelism, Wor-
ship and

Stewardship
1115-1119 GBOD: Ministry of theLaity

1120-1125 GBOD: Curriculum Re-
sources

Committee

1201-1211 National Y outhMinistry Or-
ganization

(4) Faithand Or der.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
ti tionsrelatingto Doctrinal Standardsand
Our Theological Task, Socia Principles,
theministry of al Christiansand the mean-
ing of or di nation and confer encemem ber-
ship.

Disciplineparagraphs

60-63 Doctrina Standards and Our
Theologica Task

64-70 Social Princi ples(including pref-
ace)

101-103 The Churches

104 TheHeart of ChristianMinistry
105-107 TheMinistry of All Christians
108 The Unity of Ministry in Christ

109 The Jour ney of a Connectional Peo-
ple

110-111 Servant Ministry and Ser vant
Leadership

112-114 ServantMinistry
115-116 ServantLeader ship
117 CalledtoInclusiveness

118-120 The Fulfillment of Ministry
through the United Meth od ist Church

301-304 TheMeaningof Or di nationand

ConferenceMembership

(5) Financial Administration.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
and concernsof theCouncil onFi nanceand
Administration, the Board of Pen sionand
HealthBenefits, andtheUnited Meth odist
Pub lishing House. Thebud get and rec om-
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men dationsprepared by theGeneral Coun
cil onFi nanceand Administrationshall be
sub mit ted to thiscom mit teefor study and
review. Thereafter, when the Genera
Council on Finance and Administration
presents its report to the Genera Confer-
encefor action, thecommit teeshall present
its recommendations and may propose
amendments.

Disci plineparagraphs

6 Consti tution: TitletoProperties

20 Consti tution: RestrictiveRule
608-616 AC: Council on Fi nanceand
Administration

617-625 AC: Clergy Sup port

636 Episcopal Residence

637 AC: Board of Pensions

648 AC: Joint Com mitteeon Disabil ity

801-809 Genera Council onFi nanceand
Administration

810-813 GCFA: Genera Funds
816 GCFA: Special DaysOf ferings
817-822 GCFA: Gen era Funds
823-832 GCFA: Episcopa Fund

1501-1505 Genera Board of Pensionand
HedthBenefits

1506-1509 GBPHB: Annual Conference
PensionAdministration

1601-1642 The United Meth od ist Pub-
lishing House

2501-2523 Church Prop erty
2553 Trusteesof ChurchInsti tutions

(6) General Administration/Judi cial Ad
ministration.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
and concerns of the General Council on
Ministries,includingtheAdvanceand Judk
cialAdministration.

The report of the General Council on
Ministriesshall be sub mit ted to this com-
mittee for study and review. Thereaf ter,
when the General Council on Ministries
presents its report to the Genera Confer-
encefor action, thecommitteeshall present
its recommendations and may propose
amendments.

Disciplineparagraphs
1-4 Consti tution: General (including

Preamble)

16-17,19 Consti tution: RestrictiveRules

53-56 Consti tution: TheJudi ciary
57-59 Consti tution: Amend ments
266-269 Local Church Special Sundays
627 AC: AdvanceProgram

650 AC: CommitteeonNativeAmerican
Ministry

651 AC: CommitteeonCrimi nal Justice
andMercy Ministries

701-725 AdministrativeOrder General
Provisions

814-815 The Advance
901-907 Genera Council onMinistries
2601-2622 Judi cial Council

2623-2629 Investigation, Trials and Ap-
peals

(7) Global Ministries.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
and con cerns of the Boards of Global Min-
istries.

Disci plineparagraphs
533 JC: United Meth odist Women
631 AC: Board of Globa Ministries
644 AC: United Meth odist Women
663 DC: United Meth odist Women
1301-1311 General Board of Global
Ministries
1312 GBGM: Mission Program Areas
1313-1316 GBGM: Of ficeof Deaconess
1317-1325 GBGM: Women'sDi vi sion
1326 GBGM: Health and Re lief

(8) Higher Educationand Ministry.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredal pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relatingtothework
and concerns of Ordained Ministries and
Superintendency, Higher Education,
Schools of Theol ogy, and theDi vi sion of
Chaplaincy and RelatedMinistries.

Disci plineparagraphs
18 Congti tution: RestrictiveRule

43-52 Consti tution: Episco pal Super vi-
sion

305-365 OrdainedMinistry
401-404 Superintendency
408-416 Superintendency: Bishops

417-425 Superintendency: District Su-
perintendent

426-427,429 Ex pressionsof Superinten
dency

430-434 Appointment-Making

532 JC: CommitteeonOrdainedMinis
tries

632 AC: Board of Higher Edu cationand
CampusMinistry

633 AC: Board of Or dained Ministry

634 AC: Administrative Review Com-
mittee

635 AC: Committeeon Episco pacy

659 DC: CommitteeonOr dainedMinis
try

662 DC: CommitteeonDistrict Superin
tendency

1401-1409 Gen era Board of Higher Ed-
ucationandMinistry

1410-1412 GBHEM: Di vi sion of Chap-
lainsand Related Ministries

1413-1423 GBHEM: Di vi sionof Higher
Education

1424-1426 GBHEM: Division of Or-
dainedMinistry

1427-1429 GBHEM: Schoolsof Theol-
ogy

(9) Independent Commissions.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
titions, resolutions, etc., relating to com-
missions, and ecumenical concerns. This
shall in clude Ar chivesand History, Chris-
tian Unity and Interreligious Concerns,
Communi cations, Reli gionand Race, Sta
tusand Role of Women, United Meth od ist
Men, andmember shiporrelationshiptothe
World Methodist Council, Councils and
Consul tationsof Churches, andthe Amer i-
canBibleSoci ety.

Disci plineparagraphs
5 Consti tution: Ecumeni cal Relations

530 JC: Com mission on Ar chivesand
History

534 JC: CommitteeonUnitedMethodist
Men
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638 AC: CommissiononAr chivesand
History

639 AC: Commissionon ChristianUnity
andInterreli giousConcerns

640 AC: Commissionon Reli gionand
Race

641 AC: Commissionon StatusandRole
of Women

642 AC: Com mission on Small Mem-
ber ship Church

643 AC: CommissiononCommuni ca
tions

645 AC: UnitedMethodistMen657 DC:
Director, EthnicLoca Church

Concerns
658 DC: Di rector, Reli gionand Race
664 DC: United Methodist Men

1701-1712 General Commissionon Ar-
chivesand History

1801-1809 General Commission on
Communication

1901-1906 General Commission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious Con-
cerns

2001-2008 General CommissiononReli
gion and Race

2101-2109 Genera Commissionon Sta
tus and Role of Women

2301-2303 General Commission on
United

MethodistMen

2401-2406
Agencies

(20) Loca Church.

Tothiscommitteeshall bereferredall pe
ti tions, resolutions, etc., relatingtotheor-
ganization of the local church and its
membership, programs, boards, councils,
commissions, committees, etc., orrelating
tolocal churchproperty.

Interdenominational

Disciplineparagraphs
41-42 Conti tution: ChargeConferences

201-213 Local Church
214-244 LC: Church Mem ber ship

245-262 L C: Organi zationandAdminis
tration

263-265 LC: Generd

2524-2552 LC: Property

D. Member shipof StandingLegislative
Committees.

(1) Eachdéel egateshall serveasamem ber
of oneof thestand ing legislative commit
tees num bered 1 to 10. Within the an nual
conference del egation each mem ber shall
choosefromthelegislativecommittees1to
10 the committee on which to serve, the
choicebeing madeinor der of election. Be
gin ning with 1996, the clergy first elected
shall be en'ti tled to the first choice, the lay
delegate first elected, the second choice,
and thustheright of choiceshall continueto
al ter natebetween clergy and lay del egates
intheor der of their el ection. For sub sequent
Gen eral Con fer ences, first choice shall al-
ternate between the lay and clergy del e
gates, provided that two members of a
del egation may not serve on any oneof the
above-designated standinglegislativecom
mittees1to10unlessthesaid del egationis
rep re sented on each of them. All del ega
tionscom posed of eleven or moremem bers
shall assignall membersinex cessof tenac
cording tothissameprinci ple of distri bu-
tion. (For example, a conference with
six teen del e gates shall have two mem bers
on each of any six of these ten com mit tees
and oneon each of theremaining four. Sim
i larly, aconfer encewith 26 del egatesshall
havethree mem berson each of six commit
teesand two on each of theremaining four.
Eachdel egatemay, intheor der hereinindk
cated, se lect any one of these ten com mit-
tees, providedthat theforegoingdi vi sionof
the delegates among the committees is
maintained.) Whenever a delegation has
more than one member on a legidative
committee, itsmem bersshall bedi vided as
equally aspossi blebetweenlay and clergy.
Thus, if there are three mem bers on acom-
mit tee, they shall betwo clergy and onelay
or vice versa

(2) If amatterisunder consider ationin
any standinglegislativecom mitteewhich
in thejudg ment of any an nual con fer ence
del egation vi tally af fectstheinter estsof its
constituency, andif thesaidannual confer-
enceisnot rep resented inthe mem ber ship
of said committee, thenthedel egationmay
choose one of itsmem bersto rep re sent its
annua confer enceinthecommit teewhen
themat ter judgedtobevi tal totheinter ests
of thisconstituencyisunder consider ation.
Suchaper sonshall beenti tledtositwiththe
committee while this particular matter is
beingconsideredandshall beenti tledtothe
floor, subjecttosuchlimi tationsasareim
posed on thereg u lar mem bers of the com
mittee, but shall not beenti tledtovote. (See
SectionVIII.E.4.)

(3) Each person seated in the General
Con fer ence with the right to speak but not
vote may submit to the Secretary of the
Genera Confer enceachoiceof alegisla
tive committee and shall have the same
right in that com mit tee to speak but not to
vote.

E. Meeting of Committees.

(2) ForOrgani zation. All standinglegis
lativeandadministrativecommitteesshall
meet for organizationat such time as the
Commission on the General Conference
shall deter mine. A bishop ap pointed by the
Council of Bishopsand an assistant secre-
tary ap pointed by the Secretary of the Gen-
eral Confer enceshall serve, respectively,as
chair per sonandsecretary toef fectanor ga
nization in each of the several standing
commit tees, ex cept whereother provi sion
isspeci fied. Thefirstmeetingof thelegis
lative com mit tees shall be held as soon as
possi blefol lowingthefirst plenary session
of theGeneral Conference. Theori entation
of thecommit tee, fol lowed by theelection
of of fi cers, shall betheor der of busi nessof
thefirst meet ing of thecom mit tee.

(@ The election of chairperson,
vice-chairperson, and secretary of each
standing committee, both administrative
andlegislative, shall beby bal lot.

(b) The Secretary of the General Confer-
enceshall beresponsi bleforarranging fora
training session for al chairpersons,
vice-chairpersons, and secretariesof legis
lativecommitteesassoonaspossi bleaf ter
their elec tions. Thetrain ing shall in clude
instructionintheir duties, all proceduresin
the han dling of peti tions, the times of the
daily dead linefor pub lishing re ports, and
other infor mationto ex peditethework of
the committees. The Commission on the
Genera Conferenceshall arrangeforatime
and placefor such atraining session.

(2) Regular Meetings. Thestanding leg-
islativecommittees1to10inclusiveshall
meet for business as scheduled by the
Agenda and Calendar Committee unless
otherwiseor dered by theConfer ence, until
their work is com pleted, and at such other
timesasthecom mit teesmay deter mine.

(3) Quorumfor CommitteeMeetings. A
major ity of themem bersshall con sti tutea
quorumforthetransactionof busi nessinall
committees.

(4) Eachlegislativecom mitteeshall es
tab lish an areain which only vot ing com-
mittee members will be seated. Staff,
resource persons, and visitors may speak
only when au tho rized, in each in stance by
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specific committee action. (See Section
VIIL.D.2)

(5) Legislativecommit teesareurgedto
giveprioritytosignif i cantand controver-
sial legislationsothat their reportson such
mat tersmay be printed as soon aspossi ble
intheDaily ChristianAdvocateandconsid
ered by the Gen eral Confer ence.

(6) Mi nor ity re ports should be en cour-
agedsothat dif feringviewsheldby asignif-
icant portion of the committee may be
carefully preparedandex pressedandtheis
sues clearly defined for decision by the
Genera Conference. Adequatetimeshould
be given for the mi nor ity to pre pareitsre-
port and themayjor ity and mi nor ity reports
shall beprintedto gether inthe Daily Chris-
tian Ad vo cate (See Rules 33, 34, and 36).

F. Function and Au thor ity Of Com mit-
tees.

(2) Thestandingad ministrativecommit
tees, with out specificin struction or di rec-
tion from the Conference, shall assume
responsi hilityforconsideringandreporting
to the Confer enceupon all mat terswhich
fall withintheirrespectiveresponsi bil i ties.
(VIILA.)

(2) Thestandinglegislativecommittees
may not orig i nate busi ness, but shall con-
sider and re port only upon that whichisre-
ferred to them by the Committee on
Ref er ence, or which has been re ferred to
them di rectly by the Con fer ence and pro-
cessed by the Committee on Reference.
(SeeRule 31)

IX. Proposa InvolvingExpenditureof
Unbudgeted Funds

A.Anyproposal submittedtotheGeneral
Confer encetoestablishaninterimor con
tinuing board, commission, committeeor
task force shall bere ferred to the Gen eral
Council onFi nanceand Administrationor
itsex ecutivecommitteeforareportandrec
ommendationbeforefi nal actionistaken.

TheGenera Council onFi nanceand Ad
ministration or its executive committee
shall providetheGeneral Confer encewith
thefol lowingbeforeactionistaken:

(2) anesti mated bud get for the pro posed
board, commission,committeeor taskforce
for thenext quadren nium; and

(2) astate ment ex plaining how the cre-
ation of the proposed board, commission,
committee, or task forcewill af fect thebud
getor budgetsfor existingboards,commis
sions, com mit tees and task forces al ready
presented by the General Council on Fi-
nanceand Administration.

B. Any proposal submittedtotheGeneral
Conferencewhichinvolvestheex penditure
of fundsnotincludedintheestablished bud
get shall bereferredtothe Gen eral Council
onFi nanceand Ad ministrationfor advice
andrecommendationbeforefi nal actionis
taken.

X.Del egates’ Ex penseAccounts

A.Thereport of thechair per son of there
spective annual conference delegations
shall bethebasisfor settlementwithprinck
pa andreservedel egatesfor their per diem
al lowances. Thetotal trav el ingex pensein
cluding per diem shall be payable to the
princi pal del egateif present and seated. If
duringtheConfer enceareservedel egateis
seated for a principal del e gate for one or
morefull days, theprinci pal del egateshall
adjust the per diemwith suchreserveonthe
basisof thetime served by each.

B. Full travel ex pensesand per diem shall
bepaidforthenum ber of al lotted del egates
from each con fer ence whether those del e
gatesareprinci pal orreserve.

C. Airtravel ex penseshall beonthebasis
of the most economical round-trip tour -
ist/coach air fare di rectly to and from the
seat of theGeneral Conference. Special ex
cur sion and pro mo tional fares shall be uti-
lized whenever possible.  Additional
ex penses may be al lowed del e gatesfrom
Con fer ences out side the United States for
arrival anddeparturenot toex ceedtwodays
before or after General Confer ence. The
per diem expense adlowance for al such
daysbeforeand af ter General Confer ence
shall beat thesamerateasgranted del egates
duringGeneral Confer ence. Ex ceptionsto
theselimi tations must be ap proved by the
Busi nessMan ager of the Gen eral Con fer-
ence.

D. When one or moredel e gatescomein
the same au to mo bile, the owner will bea-
lowed theestab lished rate per mileplusthe
cost of room and mealsen routeup tothees:
tablished General Conference per diem
rate. Guest pas sen gerswho arethe prin ci-
pa delegates to the General Conference
shall submit only the cost of room and
mealsenrouteuptotheestablished General
Conferenceper diemrate. Maxi mumuseof
automobiles for travel may not exceed
1,000 milesround-trip, for reim burse ment
purposes. If automobile travel exceeds
1000 milesround-trip, reim bursement will
be based upon the most economical
round-triptour ist/coach air fare, or themile
agereimbursement, whicheverisless. Inall

casesdel egatesshall report only theactual
cost of travel.

E. For thedates Gen eral Confer enceisin
session, no General Conference delegate
shall re celve ex pense money from the gen-
era churchor any of itsboardsand agen cies
other than ap proved per diem and travel ex-
pensesavail abletoall del egates. Thispro-
visionisnottorestrict of fi cial assistanceto
delegates from their own annual confer
ences. Thisshall becomeef fectivewiththe
General Confer enceof 2000.

XI. Materia tobelncludedin TheDisci-
pline

A. No non-legislative material shall be
ordered printed in the Discipline without
firstreferringittotheCommitteeonCor re
lationand Edi torial Revi sionforconsider
ationandreporttothe General Confer ence
for further consider ationandfi nal action.

B. TheBook Edi tor, the Secretary of the
Gen eral Confer ence, the Pub lisher of The
United Meth odist Church, andtheCommit
tee on Correlation and Editorial Revision
shall bechargedwitheditingtheDisci pline.
Theseedi tors, intheex er ciseof their judg-
ment, shall have the authority to make
changes in phrase ol ogy as may be nec es-
sary to harmonize legislation without
changingitssubstance. Theedi tors,incon
sultation with the Judicial Council, shall
aso haveauthor ity to deleteprovi sionsof
the Disci pline which have been ruled un-
congti tutional by theJudi cial Council. Any
chal lenge of ade ci sion made by the Com-
mitteeon Cor relationand Edi torial Revi-
sionshall beinwriting. If themat ter should
go to the Judicial Council, the appealing
party shall give no tice thereof to the Com-
mittee. Any establisheder rataintheDisci-
pline shall be forwarded by the United
Meth odist Pub lishing Houseto the Council
of Bishops.

XIl1. Distri butiontothe Desksof Del e-
gates

Af ter thefirst day, only the Daily Chris-
tian Ad vo cate shall be placed on the desks
of thedel egates, with ad di tional copiesfor
thefirstclergy andfirstlay reservedel egate
fromeachdel egation.

XI11. Distributionof Unofficial Material

Daily, periodic,orregularnewsletters,or
any specia interestmaterial published at
General Confer enceby United Methodist
boards, agen cies, and related United Meth-
od ist groups may bedistrib uted un der the
followingconditions:

A. Two copiesof each publi cation shall
be de posited in the of fice of the Com mis-
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sionontheGeneral Confer enceinadvance
of thetimeof distri bution.

B.Material distributed shouldbeusedfor
information relative to matters that have
been before or are com ing be fore the Gen-
eral Confer enceandnotfor solicitingmem:
ber shipinanorgani zation.

C. Distri bu tion shall be at least 30 feet
out sideany entrancedoor totheplenary or
committeemeetingrooms.

D. Distri butionshall bedoneby represen
tativesof thepublishing groups. Distrib u-
torsshall beinthesmall est humber capable
of ef fectingad equatedistri butiontothose
entering. During distri butionitisthere-
sponsibility of the distributorsnottoim-
pedeorinter ferewiththeentranceor exit of
per sonsor to ham per thegeneral flow of pe
destriantraffic.

E.Distributorsareresponsi bleforthedis
posal of unusedor unclaimed materi als.

F. Distributors violating these regula
tionswill bepro hibited fromfuturedistri-
butions.

XIV. Reportsto beMailed
BeforeGeneral Conference

Thereports,recommendations, andreso
lutions, requiring action by the General
Confer ence, aswell aspeti tionssubmitted
inac cor dancewith Disci pline507.7, shall
first be assigned aPeti tion Num ber by the
Secretary of theGeneral Confer enceor the
Peti tionsSecretary andthenshall beprinted
in an Ad vance Edi tion of the Daily Chris-
tian Advo cateand distrib utedto all del e-
gates and to the first clergy and first lay
reservedel egatesat | east sixty daysprior to
theopening of the General Confer ence. If
necessary tomeet thisdeadline, material to
del egatesfrom Central Con fer encesshall
be sent by air mail. Such re ports shall be
printed in the same size and style as the
Daily Christian Ad vo cate and be punched
forbinding.

Inor der to ac com plishthis, thefinished
copy of all suchreportsand rec om men da
tionsshall besub mit ted totheedi tor of the
Daily Christian Ad vo cateat least 150 days
prior to the opening of the Gen eral Con fer-
ence. Any suchreportsand rec om men da
tionsnot so sub mit ted and not printedinan
AdvanceEdi tionof theDaily Christian Ad
vocate shall be received by the General
Confer enceonly uponthree-fourthsvote of
the General Conference. The General
Council on Finance and Administration
shall beex empt fromthisrequirementtothe
extentnecessarytoal lowinclusionof gen
era fundsreceiptsinfor mationfor thefirst

three years of the quadren nium. The Gen-
eral Council onFi nanceandAdministration
will providedatain cludingthethirdyear of
thequadren niumand other appropri atein
for mationtodel egatesprior totheconven
ing of theGeneral Confer ence.

Rules of Order

|. Daily Schedule
Rule 1. Hoursof Meetings

Thefol low ing shall bethedaily or der for
theGeneral Conference, Sundaysex cepted:

(1) 8:00am. Chora music

(2) 8:15am.t09:00a.m. Devotiona ser-
vice under direction of the Council of
Bishops

(3) 9:00 am. to 12:30 p.m. Conference
busi nessor committeemeetings

(4) 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Conference
busi nessor committeemeetings

(5) 7:30 p.m. Evening programs as
planned by the Commission onthe Gen eral
Confer ence, Confer encebusi nessor com
mitteemeetings

(6) Re cessmay becalled dur ing any ple
nary session at atime deemed ap pro pri ate
by thebishop presiding.

Rule2. Or der of Busi ness

After the devotional service, the daily
sessions of the Conference shall be con-
ducted asfol lows:

(1) Reports of standing administrative
andspecial committees

(2) Agendaand cal endar items

(3) Consent calendar (See Rule 285
29.5)

(4)Miscel laneousbusi ness
I1.PresidingOf fi cers
Rule3. Author ity of theChair per son

(1) The bishop presiding shall be the
chair per sonof theGeneral Confer enceses
sion.

(2) The bishop presiding shall decide
pointsof or der raised by thedel egatesand
shall rule on points of or der not raised by
del egates, asthe chair deemsnec essary to
con form to these rules of or der, subjectin
both casestoanap peal tothe Confer enceby
any del egatewithoutdebate, ex ceptthatthe
chair per son andtheap pel lant, intheor der

here named, shall each have three min utes
forastatementinsupport of their respective
po si tions. A tievotein the case of ap peal
shall sustainthechair. (SeeRule 27.2) Any
del e gate who raises a point of or der shall
citetherulebelievedtohavebeenvi olated.

(3) Atthediscretion of thebishop presid-
ingatimefor prayer ful discernment may be
taken during deliberation. Such a time
should be for personal meditation or for
group prayer and shall end at the call of the
bishop presiding; at whichtimenor mal de-
liberationshall beresumed.

(4) Thebishop presiding shall have the
right torecessasession of theGen eral Con+
fer enceat any timeat thechair’ sdiscretion
and to re con vene at such time as the chair
shall announce. Thebishoppresidingshall
aso havetheright to stip u late that the ses-
sion shall reconvenewithonly del egates,
authorized personnel, and authorized
guests per mit ted to at tend such asession
followingrecess.

Rule4. Call ingtheConfer enceto Or der

Whenthebishop presiding callsthe Con
fer encetoor der, nomember shall speak, ad-
dress the chair, or stand.

I11. Rightsand Duties Of Mem bers
Ruleb. Attendanceand SeatingReserves

Nodel egate, unlesshindered by sick ness
or other emer gency sit u ation, shall be ab-
sent from the sessionsof the Confer ence
without per missionof theConfer ence. All
ab sences shall bere ported by the chair per-
sonsof thesev eral Annual Confer encedel-
egationstotheCommitteeonCredentias
on aform pro vided for this pur pose. A re-
serve del egatemay be seated upon au thor-
ity of thechair per son of thedel egationwho
shall reportthesubsti tutioninwritingtothe
Com mit teeon Credentialson aform pro-
videdfor thispur pose. Reservesarechosen
to be seated:

1. by reason of being of thesameor der as
theab sentmember,

2.inorder of their electionasreservedel-
egates.

If theCommitteedisap provesthesub sti-
tution, af ter consul tationwiththechair per-
son of thedel egation, it may re port to the
Genera Conferencewithitsrecommenda
tion. Thechair per son of the Committeeon
Credentials shall make a daily written re-
porttothe Secretary of theGeneral Confer-
ence, listing all changes of seating. (See
Planof Or gani zationlA.4andVI1II-A.4.)

Rule 6. Voting When On The Plat form
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Elec tronic vot ing de vices shall be avail-
ableontheplatformfor del egates makinga
presentationtothe Confer ence. Reserves
shall not be seated for such del egates.

Rule?. Di rectionsfor SecuringtheFloor

A del egatedesir ing to speak to the Con-
fer enceshall hold up theap pro pri ate plac-
ard provided for that pur pose. A del egate
shall not movetothemi cro phoneuntil rec
ognized by the bishop presiding. Unless
raisingapoint of or der or par liamentary in
quiry, the delegate shall not speak until
giventhefloor. Thebishop presiding shall
consider thevari oussectionsof theaudi to
riuminrotation. Thedel egaterecognized
shall proceedtothenear est mi crophoneand
shall first an nounce her or hisnameandthe
nameof theConfer encerepresented; which
in turn, the bishop pre sid ing shall then an-
nouncetotheConfer ence.

Rule8. Inter rupting the Speaker

No del e gatewho hasthefloor may bein-
ter rupted ex cept for apoint of or der, amis-
representation, a parliamentaryinquiry, a
pointof infor mation, ortocall attentionthat
thetimehasar rived for aspecial or der.

Rule 9. Speaking More Than Once;
Length of Speech

A.Nodel egateshall speak asecondtime
on the same question if any del e gate who
has not previ ously spo ken onthe question
desiresthefloor.

B. No delegate shall speak more than
twice on the same sub ject un der the same
motion, ex cept asprovidedin Rule37.2.

C. No delegate shall speak longer than
threemin utesun lessthat timeisex tended
by the Con fer ence. (See Rule 37.3)

D. The three minute limit on delegate
speeches may be amended by a majority
vote of the Con fer ence at any time and for
any periodof duration.

Rule 10. Point of Or der

A del egatewishing to raiseapoint of or-
der shall ad dressthe bishop presiding and
say, “I riseto apoint of or der.” The bishop
presidingshall interrupttheproceeding;ifa
del egateisspeak ingthat oneshall immedi-
ately yield thefloor. Thebishop presiding
shall then direct the delegate raising the
point of or der to state the point as briefly
andconcisely aspossi ble, citingtherulein
voked inthepoint of or der that the del egate
shall not pre sumeto de cidethe question or
ar guethepoint.

A point of or der isde cided by the bishop
presidingwithoutdebateunlessindoubtful

casesthe chair sub mits the question to the
body for advice or decison. When the
bishop presiding ruleson apoint, debateis
closed, but thedeci sion may beap pealed.

Rule11. Bar of the Confer ence

The bar of the con fer ence shall pro vide
fortheintegrity of theGeneral Confer ence.
It is for delegates, pages, and otherswho
have been granted access to the area for
General Conference business. Delegates
are not to dis tract oth ers near them by en-
gaginginunrelatedbusi nessactivity.

Rule12. Voting Procedure

(1) Voting shall be by electronic means
unless otherwise ordered by the Confer-
ence, pro vided, how ever, that in elections,
voting may beby writtenbal lot.

(2) Whenelectronicvotingisnotinuse, a
standing count voteor voteby writtenbal lot
may beor dered oncall of any del egate, sup-
ported by one-third of thedel egatespresent
andvoting.

(3) Intheevent theelectronicvoting sys
tem is inoper able, thechair per sonsof the
del egationsshall poll their respectivedel e
gations.

(4) Only del e gates within the bar of the
Con fer encewhen the voteistaken shall be
entitled to vote. No del egateshall casta
votein place of any other del egate.

(5) No other business shall be in order
when avoteisbeing taken or when the pre
Vi ousquestion hasbeen called until thepro-
cessiscom pleted, ex cept such asrelatesto
thevoteit self or such busi nessasthe chair
may deemap propri ate.

Rule13. Di vi sion of Question

Beforeavoteistaken, any del egate shall
have theright to call for adi vi sion of any
question, if itissubjecttosuchdi vi sonas
thedel egateindi cates. If nodel egate ob-
jects, thedi vi sionshall bemade; but if there
isobjection, thechair shall put thequestion
of di vi siontovote, notwaitingforasecond.

IV.Busi nessProcedure
Rule14. Motionfor Adoptionof Reports

Whenever areport of acommitteesigned
by the chairperson and secretary is pre-
sented totheConfer encefor action, it shall
bedeemedinproper or derfor consider ation
by the Confer encewith out thefor mal ity of
asecond.

Rule 15. Required Forms for Reports,
Resolution,Motions, Amendments.

All resolutions and committee reports
shall bepreparedintripli cate; and motions,
in cluding amend ments, shall be pre sented
inwriting. (SeeRules 29.2, 32.2. 34.)

Rule16. Al ter ationsof Motions

Whenamotionismadeand secondedor a
resolutionisintroduced and secondedor a
committeereportisread orispublishedin
the Daily Christian Advocate, it shall be
deemed to bein the pos ses sion of the Con-
ferenceand may not beal tered ex cept by ac
tion of the Con fer ence. (SeeRule 33.)

Rule 17. Nondebatable Mo tions

The following motions shall be acted
uponwithout debate:

(1) Toadjourn,whenunqual i fied, ex cept
toadjourntheConfer encefi nally

(2) To suspendtherules

(3) Tolay onthetable, ex cept asprovided
inRule 37.2

(4) Totakefromthetable

(5) Tocall fortheprevi ousquestions(See
Rule 23)

(6) Toreconsider anon-debatablemotion
(See Rule 28)

(7) Tolimitor extendthelimitsof debate

(8) To take time for prayerful discern
ment at theimmedi atemo ment.

Rule 18. Rightsof the Main Question

The main question may be opened to de-
bateunder thefol lowingmotions: toadopt,
to commit or refer, to substi tute, to post-
pone, and to re con sider. No new mo tion,
resolutions, or subject shall beenter tained
until theoneunder consider ationshall have
beendisposed of ex cept asprovidedinRule
12.5. Theforegoing doesnot ap ply to sec-
ondary motionsif otherwiseal lowable.

Rule 19. Precedenceof Secondary Mo-
tions

If any one or more of the fol low ing mo-
tions shall be made when one or more other
motionsarepending, theor der of their pre-
cedenceinrelationto onean other shall be
thesameastheor der of their listingbelow:

(1) To fix the time the conferenceshall
ad journ. (Thismotionissub ject to amend-
ment, or it may belaid onthetable)

(2) Toadjourn
(3) Totakearecess

(4) Tolay onthetable
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(5) Toor der the previ ous question (See
Rules 23, 25.)

(6) Tolimitorextendthelimitsof debate
(7) To post poneto agiventime
(8) Tocommit or refer

(9) Toamend or toamend by sub sti tution
(one amendment being alowed to an
amendment)

(10) Topost poneindefi nitely

Rule20. Motionto Adjournin Or der Ex-
cept:

Themotiontoadjourn,whenunqual i fied,
shall be taken with out de bate and shall al-
waysbein or der, ex cept:

(1) When adel egate hasthefloor

(2) When aquestionisactually put or a
voteisbeing taken and beforeitisfi nally
decided

(3) Whentheprevi ousquestion hasbeen
or deredand actionthereunderispending

(4) When a motion to ad journ has been
lost and no business or debate has inter
vened

(5) When the mo tion to fix the time to
whichtheconfer enceshall adjournispend
ing

Theforegoingdoesnot ap ply toamotion
forfi nal adjournment of theConfer ence.

Rule21. Fi nal adjourn ment shal besine
die; therefore, all unfinished busi nessshall
remainunfinished.

Rule 22. Tabling Related Motions

No mo tion which ad heresto an other mo-
tionor hasanother motionadheringtoitcan
belaidonthetableby it self. Suchmotions,
if laid onthetable, carry with them themo-
tionstowhichthey ad here or which ad here
to them.

Rule23. Previ ousQuestion

Any member who moves the previous
guestion (that is, that the vote be now taken
on the motion or motions pending) shall
asoindi catetowhatitisintendedtoapply,
if any secondary motionor motionsareal so
pending. If said mem ber doesnot so in di-
cate,itshall beregardedasapply ingonly to
the immediately pending question. This
mo tion shall be taken with out de bate and
shall requireatwo-thirdsvoteof those pres-
ent and voting for its adoption; if it is
adopted, the vote shall be taken on the mo-
tion or motionstowhichit ap plieswith out

fur ther de bate ex cept aspro vided in Rule
37. (See also Rules 17, 25e, 26.)

Rule24. Referring Re ports, Etc.

It shall bein or der for the Con fer enceto
refertoacommitteeasectionor partof are
port or resolutionwhichisbeforethe Corn-
ference for consideration of any
amend ment of fered thereto.

Rule 25. Procedure for Amending by
Substitution

(A) Whenaresolutionor committeere
portisprop erly beforethe Con fer encefor
consideration and action, even if amend-
ments are pend ing, asub sti tute may be of-
fered by any mem ber mov ing that the same
besub sti tuted for thereport, resolution, or
amend mentunder consider ation. Thesub-
sti tute shall bean al ter nativetowhat isbe
forethehouseand not sim ply anegation of
themainmotion.

(B) TheConfer enceshall proceedfirstto
perfecttheorigi nal reportorresolution,in
cludingconsider ationand action uponany
amend mentswhich may be of fered toit

(C) Thesameper fect ing pro cessshall be
fol lowed with respect tothesub sti tute.

(D) Thequestionsshall beput first onthe
mo tion to sub sti tute, fol lowed by the mo-
tionto adopt thereport or resolution.

(E) Themotionfortheprevi ousquestions
shall not bein or der on the adop tion of the
reportorrecommendationoronmakingthe
proposedsubsti tutionuntil opportunity has
been given for at least two members to
speak on each side of the question of sub st
tution or adop tion. (Also see Rule 36.2 for
handlingmi nority reports.)

Rule26. Unlawful MotionAfter Speech

It shall not bein or der for adel egateim
medi ately af ter discussingapending ques
tion and before relinquishing the floor to
make a motion which, if adopted, would
limit or stop de bate.

Rule27. Ex ceptionstoMajority Vote.

A majority of thosevoting, quorumbeing
present (Discipline 506), shall decide all
questions, withthefol lowingex ceptions:

(1) One-third of those present and voting
shall suf ficeto sustainacall for arecorded
votein casethedeci sion of thechair ischak-
lenged. (See Rule 12.2.)

(2) A tie vote sustains the chair. (Rule
3.2)

(3) A two-thirdsvote shall berequired to
sus tain amo tion to sus pend (Rule 39) or
amend (Rule 40) the rules; to set aside a

special or der (Rule 29.1); toconsider aspe
cia or der be fore the time set there for; to
sustain the request of the Committee on
Courtesiesand Priv i legesfor thepresenta
tion of any per son &f ter the sixth day of the
General Conference. (Planof Organi zation
VIILA.3)

(4) A call for the previ ousquestionisa
mo tion to sus pend the rules and there fore
requiresatwo-thirdsvote.

(5) A two-thirds vote shall bere quired to
approve a proposal for a constitutional
amendment. (Disci pline, 57-59.)

Rule28. Reconsideration

A motionto recon sider an ac tion of the
Confer enceshall bein or der at any timeif
offered by a dd e gate who voted with the
prevail ingside. If themotion pro posed for
reconsider ationwasnon-debatabl e, themo
tion to recon sider shall be non-debatable.
(SeeRule 17.)

Rule29. Regular Cal endar and Con sent
Calendar

(1) TheSecretary shall keeptheCal endar
whichincludestheor dersof theday andthe
reportsof com mit tees(See Rule 33). Busi-
nessplaced onthecal endar shall beconsid-
ered in the order recommended by the
CommitteeonAgendaandCal endar, unless
by two-thirds vote of the Conference, an
item is taken up out of order. (See Rule
27.3)

(2) Whenacommitteepresentsareport, it
shall alsolistthenumbersof al peti tionsre
latingtothereport onwhichthecommittee
voted non-concurrence so that all related
mat ters may be con sid ered to gether. (See
Rules31.3, 32, 34.)

(3) Actionfromalegislativecommit tee
shall beplacedontheConsent Cal endarif:

(@) No more than five votes were cast
against theprevail ing posi tioninthe Com-
mittee;

(b) Theitem has been previ ously printed
intheDaily Christian Advocate;

(c) Theitemhasbeeninthehandsof del e
gatesfor at least 24 hours; and

(d) The item is neither a constitutional
amendment nor onehavingfi nancia impli-
cations.

(4) The Daily Christian Advocateshall
clearly identify the Consent Cdendar
which will list items in three sections
sub-headed asfol lows:

(a) Disci plineChangesConcur rence

(b) Non-DisciplineltemsCon cur rence
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(c) Disci plineand Non-Discipline Items
Nonconcurrence

(5) TheCon sent Cal endar shall becalled
updaily pur suanttoRule2. Adoptionof the
Consent Calendar by vote of the Confer
enceshall bedeemed actiononall cal endar
itemsontheConsent Cal endar.

(6) Any five del e gates may have a Con-
sent Cal endaritemremovedby havingsuch
arequest onfilewiththe Secretary by 3:00
p.m. of the day the cal en dar item first ap-
pears in the Daily Christian Advocate.
Suchitemsshall becalledupintheregular
or der of busi ness.

Rule 30. Rules of OrderofLegislative
Committees

Therulesof or der of the Gen eral Confer-
ence, ex cept for Rule 37, shall be ob served
inmeetingsof standinglegislativecommit
teesinsofar asthey apply.

Rule 31. Dutiesand Prerog ativesof Leg-
islativeCommittees

(2) Fol lowingelectionand ori entation of
of fi cers, asitsfirst or der of busi ness, each
commit teeshall uti lizethere sourcesof its
legislativecoordi nator (seeCommitteeon
Ref erence). Eachcommitteeshall eval uate
thepeti tionsassignedtothecommittee, es-
tab lish pri or i ties, and out linethe com mit-
tee’s work on the basisof thosepri orities
unlessitisgivenspecial instructionsby the
Gen era Confer ence. (SeePlan of Or gani-
zationVIIILA.(7)(3).)

(2) When apeti tionor resolution or any
similaritemisreferredtooneof thesev eral
standinglegislativecommittees, itshall be
understood that the whole question with
whichthepaper hastodoisreferredtothat
com mit teefor such action asit may deem
wise. In addition to concurrence and
non-concurrence, acommitteemay recom
mend action or refer ral tothenext Gen eral
Confer enceortoaboard, council,commis
sion, or com mit teeei ther for action or for
reporttothenext General Confer ence.

(3) Committeesshall reporttotheConfer
ence upon all mat tersre ferred to them by
the Conference, directly or through the
Committee on Ref erence. Committeere
ports on resolutions, petitions, etc., shall
citethesame, identi fy ingthemby numbers
they bear re spectively inthe pub lished re-
ports of the Com mit teeon Ref er enceorin
someother suit ableman ner.

(4) Whenacommit teeascer tainsthat an
other committee is, or in its judgment
should be, consid eringasubject whichthe
former is considering, it shall report the
mat ter to the Com mit tee on Ref er encefor

such adjustment as the situation may re-
quire.

Rule32. LegislativeCommitteeReport
totheDaily ChristianAdvocate

(1) As quickly as material can be pre-
pared, each secretary of astandinglegisla
tive committee shall present each of the
committee’ sreportstoarecorder assigned
tothecommittee. Therecorder will prepare
thereport and send it to the Daily Christian
Advocate. A copy of thereportasitwill ap-
pearintheDaily Christian Advocatewill be
sent to the chair and vice chair for their ap-
proval and sig nature. Af ter copy hasbeen
ap proved, it will be re turned to the Daily
Christian Advocate. A calendar number
will beassigned andit will be printed asap-
proved.

(2) Committee and minority reports
which propose changes in the Discipline
shall givechapter, section, and paragraphto
be af fected and shall be preparedinthefok
lowingmanner.

Ex isting words used asref er ence points
shall beinquotation marks; wordsto bede
leted shall be sin gle-underscored; wordsto
be added shall be dou ble-underscored. In
thepub i cation of thesere ports, the Daily
Christian Advocateshall substituteitalics
for single underscoring and boldface for
doubleunder scoring. (SeeRule 34.)

Rule 33. Pub lished Re portsin Pos ses-
sionof Conference

Re ports sub mit ted by thecommit teeac
cord ing to the dead line, as an nounced by
the Sec retary of the Confer ence, shall ap-
pearinthenextday’ sDaily ChristianAdvo
cate. The report as printed in the Daily
Christian Advocate becomes the official
copy, subject only togrammat i cal or other
obvi ousedi torial changesand shall bere
garded asin the pos ses sion of the Confer-
ence. On the day following its first
appear anceintheDaily ChristianAdvocate
orany timethereaf ter, areportisinor derfor
consider ation at the pleasureof theconfer-
ence. Thesameruleshall ap ply to are port
of ami nor ity of any committee. (SeeRules
16, 36.)

Rule 34. PreparationandPrinting of Re
ports

(1) All com mit teere ports shall be pre
sentedtotheDaily ChristianAdvocateona
formprovidedthereforeandusingaprocess
ap proved by the Sec retary of the Con fer-
ence. The form shal bear at the top the
name of the commit tee, itstotal mem ber-
ship, the num ber present at thetimethere
portwasadopted, thenum ber votingfor and
against the report, respectively, and the

number notvoting. (SeeRule15,29.2,31.3,
32)

(2) Consent Calendar items (see Rule
29.3, 4) shall be clearly marked with an
identi fy ing symbol onthereport cover and
in the Dally ChristianAdvocateprinting,
this sym bol to be sup plied by the Gen era
ConferenceSecretary.

(3) Reports of the standing legidative
committees shall be printed in the Daily
Christian Advo cateat |east oneday before
being presented for consideration by the
Confer ence. Com mit teereportstowhich
minority reports are appended shdl be
printedin se quence, and so num bered.

(4) Every effort should be made by the
secretary of theL egislativeCommitteeto
reportconsecutively all peti tionswhichad
dressthe sameissue.

Rule35. CommitteeChair per sonNotin
Har mony with Report

When the chair per son of acom mit teeis
notinhar mony with areport adopted by the
committee, it shall be the chairperson’s
duty to statethefact to thecom mit tee. The
committeeshall elect oneof itsmem bersto
presentitinthepresentationanddiscussion
of thereportintheConfer ence. If,insucha
case, thecommitteeshall fail toselectarep-
resentative, thechair per sonshall designate
amem ber torep re sent the com mit tee, and
saidrepresentativeshall havedll therights
andprivilegesof thechair per soninrelation
tosuchreport.

Rule36. Mi nor ity Report

(1) Mi nor ity reportsrep re sented assub-
sti tutes for acom mit teere port shall con-
form to Rule 25 and Rule 32 re spec tively
andindi catethespecificreportnumberwith
whichitrelates. Thenamesof themembers
of thecommitteesigningthereport shall be
indi cated. A mi nority report shall besigned
by one-tenth or by ten mem bersof the com-
mit tee, which ever isthelesser.

(2) A mi nor ity report shall bepro cessed
asasub sti tu tion for the re port of the com-
mit tee pur su ant to Rule 25 as would any
other substi tute.

(3) The signers of the minority report
shall select one of their num ber to present
thereport. Thisper son shall havethesame
rightsand priv i legesasthechair per sonin
thepresentationof thecommitteereport. In
closing debate onthemi nor ity re port, the
member presenting the minority report
shall speak first and the chair per sonlast.

Rule 37. Speakers For and Against
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(1) Whenthereport of acommitteeisun
der consid er ation, it shall betheduty of the
bishop presidingtoascer tain, whenrec og-
nizing a member of the Conference, on
which side the mem ber pro posesto speak;
the chair shall not as sign the floor to any
member proposing to speak on the same
side of the pend ing question asthe speaker
immedi ately precedingif any mem ber de
sires to speak on the other side thereof.

(2) Exceptfor undebat ablemotions(Rule
17), no report shall be adopted or question
relatingtothesamedecided with out op por-
tunity having been given for at least two
speeches for and two against the said pro-
posal. Af ter three speeches for and three
againstand provided nosecondary motions
comebeforethefloor, thequestionsshall be
putautomatically. How ever, thechair per-
son and/or duly authorized member or
memberspresentingthecommittee’ sreport
(andthemi nor ity report chair per sonor rep-
resentativeif therebeone) shall beenti tled
to speak beforethe voteistaken. (See Rule
36.)

(3) The right of the chairperson and/or
other mem ber or mem bersto close the de-
bateshall prevail inlikeman ner toalimit of
three min utes when a vote is about to be
takenonamotiontoamend, to sub sti tute, to
post pone, to refer, or to lay onthetableor
any other mo tion whose adop tionwould vi-
tally af fect thereport under consider ation.
(SeeRules9, 36.)

Rule 38. Ef fectiveDate

Alllegislationof theGeneral Conference
of the United Meth od ist Church shall be-
comeef fectiveJanuary 1fol lowingtheses
sionof theGenera Conferenceat whichitis
enacted, unless otherwise specified. (See
Disci pline508.)

V1. Suspending, Amending, and Sup ple
menting

Rule 39. Suspension of theRules

Theoper ationof any of theprovi sionsof
thePlanof Or gani zationor of theseRul esof
Order may be suspended at any time by
two-thirds vote of the Conference. (See
Rule 27.3)

Rule 40. Amending Rules

ThePlanof Or gani zationandtheseRules
of Or der may be amended or changed by a
two-thirdsvoteof theConfer ence; provided
the proposed change or amendment has
origi natedinthe Commit teeon Plan of Or-
gani zation and Rulesof Or der or hasbeen
presented tothe Confer enceinwriting and
referred to thiscom mit tee, which com mit
tee shall re port thereon not later than thefol
lowing day. (See Rule 27.3 and Plan of
OrganizationV11.B.)

The Plan of Organization and Rules of
Order as adopted at the opening session
shall be printed inthe next Daily Christian
Advocate.

Rule 41. Raob ert’sRulesof Or der, Sup-
plemental Authority

In any parliamentary situationnot cov-
ered by the Plan of Or gani zation or these
Rules of Order, the General Conference
shall begov ernedinitsactionby thecur rent
edi tion of Robert’ sRulesof Or der.

Rule 42. Per sonsWithout RighttoMake
or SecondaMotion

A per son seated in the con fer ence with
theright to speak, but with out vote, doesnot
have the right to make amo tion or sec ond
motions.

Connectional ProcessTeamPresentation
Plan

We pro pose that the Connectional Pro-
cess Team (CPT) Re port come be fore the
General Confer enceinthefol lowing man
ner:

1. The Connectional Pro cess Team will
presentitsreporttotheGeneral Conference

inplenary sessiononWednesday morning,
May 3, asan or der of the day.

2. Fol lowingthispresentation, thedel e
gatesto General Confer encewill bedi vided
into 25 randomly selected non-legidative
groups for reflection and dialogue on the
CPT report.

3. Each group will meet for 90 min utes
guided by acon vener bishop selected by the
Council of Bishops.

4. Eachgroupwill beprovided arecorder
who is anon-delegate.

5. On Wednesday evening, May 3, the
convenersandrecord erswill meettocom-
pare experiences and to identify ar easof
con sensuswith, dissent from, or questions
about the CPT report and pro posals.

6. OnThursday evening, May 4,immedi-
ately following the opening worship, the
conveners and recorders will provide the
General Conference with a written sum-
mary of the small group meet ings.

7. Fol lowingtimetoread thewrittenre-
port,theGeneral Conferencewill enterinto
atime of prayer ful dis cern ment to ask the
Holy SpirittogivetheConfer encethemind
of Christ and make clear thewill of God for
our Churchonthisissue.

8.0OnFriday, May 5, fol lowingtheAfrica
Com mit tee Re port, thefloor of theconfer-
ence shall be open for de bate upon amend-
mentsto or other ac tion upon there port as
theconfer enceshall di rect. Thisactionshall
proceed any legislative committee action
upon specific peti tionsre lated to the CPT

report.

8. Peti tionsrelated to the CPT report as
assigned to the appropriate legidative
Committeeswill fol lowthelegislativepro
cessinaccor dancewiththePlan of Or gani-
zation and Rules of Or der adopted by the
General Conference.
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“WeWho AreMany . .. AreOne Body”

[ Thebeginning of thisad dressisinaudi-
bleontheaudiotape]

[Thedemoniacis] barely ahumanbeing.
Heisex iled to the grave yard, to the place
where only silence and the dead reside.
How many peo pleishe?How many voices
comefrom him?Heismany, so very many,
that he seemsamon ster who can not be urn-
der stood or cared for by other peo ple. For
Je sus sees this man as we do, bruised and
tat tered, and twisted. Je sushearsthevoices
of thelegion, but Je susal so seessomething
else. For when Jesus gazes upon him, he
sees what no one else can see. He sees the
one loved and blessed child of God whom
thispoor man once had been. JesusseesLe-
gion, not as he is, but as he can be again,
wholeandrestoredtolife. Jesusseeshimas
God has created him, before the demons
had come. So af ter Jesushadin structed the
de mons to come out of him, he asked the
man his name, gave him a chance to speak,
to give the name by which heisknown. But
the response comes from even more de-
mons. “We are called Le gion,” they cried,
“for we are many in this one man.”

Weéll, isitpossi bleto seeour selvesinthis
gospel account, dear friends, asapeople, as
aGenera Confer ence, asachurch?Herewe
gather at this General Conference to dis-
cuss, to debate, to share, and—yes—to
strug gle, of tenwith each other, wewho are
many. Now when the world watches
us—and be sure, the world watches us—do
we appear as Christ sees us, whole and
blessed? When the world lis tens to us, do
our voices sound as Christ would hear us?
Do our wordsseemfaith ful and com mit ted
to him, loving and sup port ive of one an-
other? Are we the one, the loved body of
Christ our Lord? Or doweap pear asthede-
moniac in the graveyard, talking inces

Communion Meditation

by Bishop Robert C. Morgan

Mark 5:1-20

santly, filled with a thousand conflicting
voices, filled with an ger, filled with rage?

Well, there’ sahopeful promisefor usin
thisgospel lesson. Whenwefind our selves
trapped, as was this man, Jesus stands
among the tomb stones. Where we're hid-
ing, bruised and shaken, he hears us as we
raise our many voices to each other. Heis
with usinthisplaceand will hear our ev ery
word. Let usinvitehim, now, totouch usso
our exile among the dead can be ended.
When Christ touched the man who was Le
gion, hewas re stored, and his many voices
were healed and har mo nizedinto abeau ti-
ful voice with only one word to share. The
Sav ior tells aman, now healed, “ Go back
and tell your friends of what the Lord has
done for you and what mercy has been
shownyou.” Oncepossessed of athou sand
voices, now asinglemessageremains: Tell
the world what God has done for you and
what mercy has been shown you.

Aswegather for theGeneral Confer ence,
we' [l cometo the Table of the Lord and we
will celebrate Eucharist to remind our -
selves—no, more than that—to claim our
identity. The theme of our conference is
“Wewho are many are one body” in Christ.
Doweneedtoremind our selvesthat weare
many? Did you see that opening proces
sion?Wecomefromal over theworld! We
speak multiple languages. We differ in
theologi cal opinions. Andwerepresentdif-
fer ent cul tures. We who are gath ered here
are many, but we're gath ered here as one
body. Thisis Christ’s vi sion for us. Don’t
for get it. For the Christian family, unity is
both a gift given and an ideal we seek. Di-
ver sity is a gift of God as well, not to be
managed, manipulated, buttoclaim.

Early intheepistletotheEphesians, Paul
makes clear the source of our unity. He

soundsthe pri mary evan gel i cal protestant
core doctrine of judtification by grace
through faith. The gentile read ers, the first
read ersof theepistle, receive Paul’ swords
with great joy. The way is how open for all.
Those who were far off and those who are
near havebeenreconciled, broughtintoone
body by the cross. All now have ac cess by
the Spirit tothe Father. See, unity isagift to
those who have been reconciled to God
through Christ. Dear friends, Christ is our
peace. Our unity isagift but isalso aprom-
ise to be claimed.

Oh, what achal lenge! What achal lenge
as we come together! Some believe our
unity ap pearsto befragile, but not be cause
his gift is not com pleteand to tally suf fi-
cient. Wemust claimitandliveinit. But as
Jesuslooked past the demons, he saw aper-
son, whole and healthy. And he looks at us,
and we can look at each other and see each
other for who we are. We can look past all
di vi sionsto seeabrother’ sface, asister's
face, even the face of our be loved, the face
of JesusChrist. Oh, al of usgatheredinthis
place are pre ciousto him. Christ would not
sti fleany one’ svoice, for throughour voices
comes the Spirit. We would hear every-
one’ svoiceinthisbody who, inconviction
andfaith, of fersanopinionor apleabefore
thisconference.

Now am | talk ing about unity at any cost?
Well, we know this: Christ paid our cost,
and thereisnever atimefor draw ing aline
inthesand. Wemust remember that if Jesus
drew in the sand, it would not be aline, but
it' dbeacir cle; itwouldbeacir cle. Friends,
thecruci fied Christ paid thehigh est cost to
draw acir clearound al of us.

In June, 1998, an ar ti cle about one of our
Kentucky Methodist congregations ap-
peared on the front page of the Wall Street
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Journal. It was @&bout a church,
Bryantsville,asmall rural churchjust south
of Louisville. They had dug deepinto their
pock etsto buy a93-year-old farm house to
beused asapar sonage. But buried deepinto
thefine print of the deed—and un known to
the church before the purchase—was a
valuable commodity, a permit to grow
1,850 pounds of bur ley to bacco. Well, this
meant agener ousfi nancial divi dendforthe
church, and what began with excitement
grew into a painful dispute over emphy-
sema, and cancer, andtheresponsi bil i tiesof
churchgoing Christiansregardingtobacco.
Weéll, in Bryantsville, the de bate was pri-
mar ily betweenamajority of thecongrega
tion and just onefamiily. Both groups were
devoted to their church, and both [were]
profoundly op posedtotheother’ sposition.

The young student pastor, James Wil -
liams, stu dent at Asbury, alongwiththevast
major ity of thecongregation, never doubted
what the church should do. They said, “We
just can not be in the busi ness of raising a
crop that is harmful to people’s health.”
Weéll, Grover Drew, awonder ful maninthe
church, a mem ber of the church all of his
life—and ato bacco farmer him self—bris-
tled at the very ideathat the church would
not rent or sell their to bacco al lot ment, and
hisposi tionwas, “Wewill rent or sell theal-
lotmentor I'll look for mean other church.”

Well, for many in the church, Mr. Drew
was draw ing that line in the sand. An ad-
ministrativeboard meetingwascalled, and
they decided to pray over the issue and
study theSocial Princi plestodiscernGod’'s
will, and af ter the study and many long dis-
cussionsand prayers, the church mem bers
finally reached the conclusion that they
would rather— they would not sell and they
would not rent the al ot ment. They de ter-
mined that the church would not profit from
thistobaccoal lot ment.

Well, Mr. Drew and his wife were the
only ones who voted against it. The young
pastor andthecon gregationwerevery anx-
ious. They werewor ried whether or not Mr.
Drew would return. Well, their anxieties
weresort of relieved thefol low ing Sunday
morn ing when Grover and his wife pulled
upinthechurchyardin hispickuptruck. He
seemed to be in a good mood. James said
that Mr. Drew never said a whole lot. He
was a ways cheer ful and smil ing and sup-
port ive, and each week, the only words he
ever heard him say, he would walk up to
him and shake his hand and say to him
something likethis: “ That wasamighty fine
sermon, Brother Jim, and | do hope you
have a good week.” But some onesaid to
him as he got out of his pickup truck in the
park ing lot, “We were afraid that you'd be

mad and you would not come back to the
church.” And Grover quickly responded,
“Shucks, I’'mnot goin’ toletalit tleto bacco
come between me and the people | care
about.”

Well, when thewor ship ser vicewas con-
cluded and peo ple gath ered on the church
steps, Grover came up to the young
preacher, smiled, and extended his hand,
and said, “That sure was amighty fine ser-
mon, Brother Jim,” and the peo plerelaxed
because they knew al was well with
Grover.

At somepoint, weneedto under stand that
living to gether inthebond of loveisGod's
will for us. Unity’ sapreciousthing. Infact,
unity isthe gift that is ours, through our sal-
vationand Baptism. Itisour unity in Christ
that is the miracle that makes us strong!
Withoutit, wewill havelost each other, and
we should not be will ing to lose one. The
ques tion might very well be: Can we have
unity without uniformity? Well, once
Christ’s saving hand has touched us, and
once our conversations are over and the
Holy Spirit hasled us—once hiscom mand-
ment to go out into all theworld has sent us
fromhere—our missionbeyondthesewalls
issacred. Weareto sparetheworld our dif-
fer ences. Once our strug glesto decide are
over, once our de ci sions have been made,
once each voice has been heard and
weighed, wemust al low thehand of Jesusto
touch us, heal our hurts, and give us one
voicewith which we are then sent out to tell
theworld onething—onething, onesimple,
holy thing—we're to tell the world what
God has done for us and what mercy has
been shown usin Christ Je sus.

Oh, the blood of Je sus Christ brought us
who were once far off near. Nothingelse
cangivelifetoadesper ateworld. Nothing
else can heal our world but the mercy of
God. Not our do ing, not our de bat ing, not
our striv ing. To the world that watches us,
listensto us, strainsto un der stand us, let us
only speak of this one thing: spesk of the
mercy Christ hasshown us, tell and dem on-
strate that we who were once aiens and
strang erstothecov enantsof promise, hav-
ing no hope with out God in theworld, now
in Jesus Christ have been redeemed and
made one body with one mission—to share
hissaving gracewith all theworld and make
of thewholeworlddisci plesinJesusChrist.

Hear mefriends, thismust be our pri mary
focusfortheGeneral Confer ence, anditis
thismissionandthestrat egiesfor ful filling
this mis sion that should re quire the over-
whelming amount of our attentionduring
these days.

Elizabeth (unintelligible middle name)
Pitts,amember of theDukeUni ver sity fac
ulty, hasgivenmetheper missiontotell you
about her older sister, Mary Blair. Beth
claimsthat it was her sister who taught her
what it meant to be loved of God. Mary
Blairismentally retarded and haslivedina
specia homefor thementally retarded for
over 40 years. Beth tells how her brother,
Carl, who had not seen Mary Blair in over
25 years, de cided that he would over come
hisdistastefor hospi talsand travel downto
Gracewood near Augusta, Geor gia, to visit
her. Carl was about two years older than
Mary Blair, and he had not seen her since
she was 11 and he was 13, and now they
were both intheir early for ties. Y ou need to
know that Mary Blair does not have lan-
guage, and her mind is frozen at about 18
months. Her life con sisted of enjoy ing mu-
sicand food and sun light on aswingset. So
Carl had no ideawhether Mary Blair would
evenrecog hizehimwhen hecameto seeher
af ter so many years apart. Beth said that
when Carl and the par entswerethereinthe
hos pi tal unit, they sat around and talked to-
gether while Mary Blair, as aways,
watched and rocked and lis tened from the
bed. But all thetime, shewasstar ing at Carl,
that forty-something-looking man with
grayinghairandwideningmidsectionanda
beard on hisface. And she stared at him for
along time. Then she sud denly did some-
thing ex traor di nary. She got out of her bed
and went over to him, she grabbed him by
the wrist and started drag ging him to ward
the door and down the hall. And Beth says
that she can be very per sua sive when she
wants some thing. So he went with her, and
the mother and the fa ther fol lowed as she
led him into the patient lounge near the
nurse’ sstation, whichwasreallylittlemore
thanaglassboothwithatelevi sionsetanda
long, vi nyl sofa. Once in the room, Mary
Blair sat on the sofain front of the TV, and
shepulled Carl down next to her sothat they
were sitting side by side. In that action,
Mary Blair had said ev ery thing she needed
to say. She had made it abun dantly clear to
al of them that shehad rec og nized Carl and
sheknew who hereally was. Hewasn’tjust
some forty-something-year-old man, some
strange, gray-haired per son. She had seen
past the weight and the tracks of life upon
his face. She saw the boy she had once sat
next to on a sofa back at home. Herewas a
lit tle boy with whom she had watched TV
solong ago in child hood. She knew that the
manwho cameto see her wasonce, and was
still, the boy who was her brother.

Thisishow Jesussaw Legion—not ashe
was, but as he could be again, whole and re-
storedtolife. Je sussaw himasGod created
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him, before the demons had come. Jesus
|ooked past theactionsof ashat tered manto
see him as he once was and could be again.

Andthat hap pensto us, over and over again,
aswecometotheTableof theLord. Herein
this place we will hear God’s messageof

grace and mercy. Je sus will take us by the
hand in thisplace, at thismo ment, and lead
ustothetable, and wewill remem ber who
wereally areand who our sistersand broth-

ers are. This is the table he has prepared
with hisown bleeding hands, and wearehis
guests. Thisisthetablehehasset tobring us
hometo one an other, to make uswholeand
set usfree. But beware, hear me, bewareall

who come here, look around at those who
arewithyouasyou come. Nobody deserves
it, but al of usare here. Arewenot all here?
The one with whom you agree and the one
with whom you dis agree. There are those
whose faces are different color, the ones
who hear the gospel in different accents.

We need each other to hear the full ness of

thegospel.

Unity doesnot mean sameness. Who ever
comes to the table of Christ must be re-
minded that we did not make up the guest
list, becausewe' reall aguest, adopted chil-
dren. Ev ery onemust agreetobeasisterora
brother toall oth ers, be causewhat wecel e

brate here is the only thing that gives us
unity, and that isthe shed blood of our Lord
Je sus Christ and the re minder of hisresur-
rec tion and liv ing pres ence with us as his
body, the church.

Barbara Brown Tay lor has said that no
mat ter how much we may mess things up,
somethingsaregoin’ tokeepturningoutall
right, because we are not in charge. Al-
though to cometo thistableisto come con
fessing our sins and receiving Christ's
for giveness, anactivity we' renotincharge
of. AsPaul said once, we' ve come here—to
thistable, that is—once we have re ceived
hissav ing grace, we'reall broth ersand sis
tersinthebody of Christ. Here, Legionwill
give way to Je sus, and we will arise and
speak only of God's mercy and what great
things have been done for us. Oh, if you
would be healed, if you will be a source of
heal ing for abro kenworld, if youwill bea
dynamic of healing as we move through
thesedaysof General Confer ence, cometo
the table. Here you will find bread for the
wil der nessand winefor thejour ney. Here
the claim of Christ will be laid upon you
again to be his body, to speak his Word, to
behispresenceof loveand mercy inaworld
that never more des per ately needed it.

Now hear the epistle, once more, just
some brief verses. From the pen of Eu gene
Peter son, let meread thisparaphrase.

Inthelight of all this—thefourth chap ter
of Ephesians—inthelight of all this, here’'s
what | want you to do. WhileI’m locked up
here, aprisoner for themaster, | wantyouto
get out there and walk—Dbetter yet, run—on
the road God called you to travel. | don't
want any of you sitting around on your
hands. | don’t want anybody stroll ing of f
down some path that goes nowhere. And
mark that you dothiswithhumil ity and dis
ci pling; for notinfitsand starts, but steadily
pour ingyour selvesout for each other inacts
of love, adert at noticing differences and
quick at mend ing fences, you areall called
totravel inthe sameroad and inthe samedi-
rection. So stay together, both outwardly
and in wardly. You have one mas ter, one
faith, one Bap tism, one God and Father of
al who rules over all, works through all,
andispresentinall. Every thingyouareand
think and do isper me ated with oneness.

Oh, if we have heard these words so that
they take root in our hearts and change the
way we live our lives, then they will be-
come for us and all who know us truly the
words of theliv ing God. Amen.

Proceedings of the 2000 General Conference

May 2, 2000

BISHOP ROB ERT C. MOR GAN (Low-
isville): We'realit tlebehind, but we' rego-
ing to catch up if you'll takeyour seats. All
right, if you'll come to or der. It's been a
wonder ful, cel ebrativeaf ter noonandwe' re
now ready todoalittlebit of busi ness. Once
again, the del egateswould pleasetaketheir
places. When you are in your places, I'll
call youto or der and we' Il begin. All right,
if | might haveyour at tention. By thegrace
of God, we' rehereandthe Gen eral Confer-
ence 2000 of TheUnitedMethodist Church
will cometo or der.

Let us pray.

(prayer)

Weéll, you have no ticed that we arelong
halls. | feel that I’msit ting un der agoal post
at thisend and the peo ple from the Holston
conference, North Carolina conference, |
know that you' re back there. | know you're
back there and Oklahoma, | know you're
back there. And we got thesewimpsup here
inthefrontrowfromWesternPennsyl vania
and Central New Y ork, youknow. If you'll
start putt ing your tithesin likethey do, back

intheback, we'll moveyou for ward, and so
on. Oh, it'sagreat . . . We come from all

over thisworldto meet andwhat adelight it

is. So we must move how to get or ganized.
NowturntoCarolynMar shall,thesecretary
of theGeneral Confer encetohelpusalong.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: BishopMor-
gan, one an nounce ment needs to be made
be fore we be gin that part, and that isare
quest that all bish opsand presi dentsof au-
tonomousaf fili ated, autonomousconcor dat
Methodist churches sitting as delegates
cometo thefront of the stage on your leftin
order that you may be introduced quite
soon.

BISHOP MORGAN: May | interrupt
even here with that announcement to say
that therewasan omissioninthememorial
ser vice and we failed to list Wilma Frank.
There' sal waysthat, and | know you’ Il want
to add that fam ily to your prayers. Ex cuse
me, Car olyn. | meant to do that first.

Roll Call Procedures

CAROLYNMARSHALL:Aswebegin
the con fer ence, we would like to have ev-
eryone know that the rolls will be taken

from the registrationswhich each of you
havedone; that Bishop Rader, whoisSecre
tary of the Council of Bishops, will provide
theroll call for theCouncil of Bishops; Sally
AsKew that for theJudi cial Council; Dave
Lundquist,general secretary of theGeneral
Council onMinistriesforgenera agencies;
chairpersons of delegations and chair per
sonsof del egationsof theaf fil i atedautono
mous and united churches for their
delegations.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, roll call
has been cared for. Turn now to Bishop
Wil liam Grovewhoistheecumeni cal of fi-
cer who represents us in the ecumenical
community around theworld of theCouncil
tocomeand present the af fil i atedauton o-
mouschurchrepresentatives.

BISHOP WILLIAM B. GROVE (Re-
tired): Thank you, Mr. Chair man. We have
seated in our con fer ence and as part of our
familyforthesetwoweeks, representatives,
delegates from other Methodist churches
throughout the world and we're happy to
wel come them now. First, | would like to
ask Bishop Elias Galvan and Bishop Joel
Mar ti nez to come for ward, present to you
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bish opsand presi dentsfrom other Meth od-
ist churches and then | will presentdel e
gates.

BISHOP WIL LIAM GROVE: Wearea
world-wide Methodist family. Ev ery time
wegather asaGenera Confer encewewel-
come and havefel low ship with our sisters
and broth ersfrom around theworld. Weare
blessed as we gather in Cleve land with the
par tici pationagain of our col leagues, bish
ops, and presi dentsof churchesof auton o
mous, autonomous-affiliated, and
concordant churches from around the
world. Inthelan guageof Benito Juarez and
Cer van tes, desdelejos han llegado, y Dios
los ha traido con bien. Thanks be to God,;
you have come a long way, and God has
brought you safely here.

Our Coun cil of Bishopsrejoices inwel-
coming our col leaguesto Cleveland and to
thisGeneral Confer ence. | will now call on
my col league Bishop Galvan whowill read
the name of the church that our col leagues
pre side over and lead, and then each col -
leaguewill introducehimself or her self and
then Bishop Mor gan will greet them on be-
half of the Council.

GuestsfromAutonomousChurches

ELIAS GALVAN: Yes, | would like to
pres ent some of our bish ops from some of
our autonomousM ethodist churches. From
theMethodist Churchof Ar gentina, Obispo
Aldo Echegoyén. From the Methodist
Church of Brazil, Bishop Paulo L ockman of
the Rio de Janeiro Conference. From the
Methodist Church of Bolivia (not here).
From the Methodist Church of Chile,
Obispo Naftali Aravena. From the United
Evan gel i cal Church of Equador, Obisopo
Salomon Cabezas, por la gracia de Dios.
From the Church of China, Bishop Philip
Seng. From the Church of Samoa, Faattoese
Auvaa, presi dent of theMeth od ist Church
of Samoa. Thank you for being here sir.
FromtheEvangel i cal Methodist Church of
CostaRica, Obispo Luis Palomo. From the
Evangelical Church of Spain, Enrique
Capul de Baelora. Thank you for being
here. Fromthe Meth od ist Church of Hong
Kong —Greetings from Hong Kong, it's
good to see you here—thank you, it s been
awhile. From the Methodist Evangelical
Church of Italy, Pastore Vado Benecchi.
From the Methodist Church of Kenya,
Bishop Zabon John Nthamburi. Thank you
for being here. FromtheMethod ist Church
of theUnion of Mynmar, Bishop U. Maung
Than, known as Burma before. From the
Evangel i cal Methodist Churchof Nicara
gua, Rueben Vak. From the Evangelical
Methodist Church of Panama, Obispo
Pedro Arauez. From the Meth od ist Church

of Peru Jorge Figeroa. From the United
Churchof Christinthe Phil ip pines, Bishop
Elmer Bolocon. FromthelglesiaMetodista
Evangelica, Obispo Irineu Cunha. Thank
youfor beinghere. TheEvangel i cal Meth-
od ist Church of Uru guay, Beatriz Ferrari,
Presi dent of theMeth od ist Churchin Uru-
guay. Thank youfor being here. Presi dent
of Semial, Bishop Isaias Gutierrez.
Bishop, thank you for beinghere, God bless
you. [He] isthepresi dent of the Council of
Methodist ChurchesinLatin America Mr.
Gutierrez. President of the Methodist
Churchof Fiji. [Representative] Greetings
from the Meth od ist Church in Fiji. We're
glad you're here. From the United Church
of theDomini canRepublicRev. Algandro
Theodor. Welcome, thank you for being
here. From the United Church of Japan,
(representative). Thankyouforbeinghere.

Will you greet the friends?
[applause]

A Prayer for Bishop Mendez
and Puerto Rico

BISHOP MAR Tl NEZ: One of our col-
leagues from the Affiliated Autonomous
Church of Puerto Rico isnot with usto day.
Bishop Juan VeraMendez, who is a part of
the Coun cil of Bishops, ison theisland of
Viequeswhichisamunici pal ity of thecom
mon wealth a few miles from the main is-
landinthemidst of apeaceful ecumeni cal
pro test in the re stricted zone of the naval
bomb ing range on that island. He has sent
greetingstothecouncil ear lierintheweek,
requesting our prayers for himself, the
Methodist church, andtheecumeni cal cok
leagues and leaders who join together in
soli darityinthat peaceful protest. Y ouhave
been read ing and seeing in the me dia, the
variousmedia, theimmi nentconfrontation
that islikely to hap penthere. Wewould ask
onbehalf of Bishop VeraMendez and other
ecumeni cal leadersthat weholdtheminour
prayers, in our thoughts dur ing these hours
and during these days of general confer
ence. Mr. Presi dent, | hopeat theap pro pri-
atetime prayer might be of feredinthemidst
of our col leagues here on be half of Bishop
Vera Mendez and the church in Puerto
Rico.

BISHOPMOR GAN: And Bishop Mar ti-
nez, | ask you now, whileyou’ re here, to of-
fer that prayer for not only our brother the
bishopbutfor all of our Methodist friendsin
Puerto Rico, especially on the island of
Viegues.

BISHOPMARTI NEZ: Let uspray.

(prayer)

BISHOP MORGAN: Amen. Thank you,
Bishop. Turnback nowto Car olynMar shall
... Bill, mi cro phone 3.

Concor datRelationships

BISHOP WILLIAM BOYD GROVE:
We haverelation ships, whichwe call con-
cordat relationships with three churches,
and we want to rec og hize those churches.
The Methodist Church in Great Britain,
which is the mother church of world Meth-
odism and The United Methodist Church
haveasomewhat uniquerelationshipinthat
we have two votingdel egatesannuallyin
their confer ence and they havefour voting
delegates annually in
our—quadrennially—in our general con-
fer ence. Theleader of their del egationisnot
at thepresent timeapresi dent, al though he
hasbeen presi dent of theMeth odist Church
in Great Brit ain, but heissecretary of con-
ference, Reverend Nigel Collinson, and
with the other del e gatesfrom Great Brit-
ain—they’'reseatedinsection D, row 2, and
we'll ask theminjust amo ment to stand, but
not until | alsomentiontheothers. Wehave
a concordat relation with the Methodist
Church in the Caribbean and the Ameri
cas—they're seated in section A, row
9—and the Methodist Church in Mex -
ico—they’reseatedinsection A, row 5. The
affil i atedautonomousdel egatesareseated
intheback, andI’mtold the only reasonfor
that hasto do with thevot ing machinesand
the placement of voting machines since
those delegates do not have votes. But |
wouldliketoask that thedel egatesfromthe
3 concordat church that | men-
tioned—Great Britain, Caribbean and the
Amer i cas, and Mex ico—to stand, and the
del egatesfromtheAffil i ated Autonomous
Churches—thechurcheshaveal ready been
named asyour bishopsand presi dentswere
presented—if you would al stand, and
we'll ask the Presi dent of the Coun cil of
Bishopstowel comeyoufor mally onbehal f
of the Coun cil of Bishops, on be half of the
Gen eral Con fer ence, and then the con fer-
encewill greet you. Bishop Mor gan.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Y es, we see them
here. What ajoy itishaveyou. Wewel come
you.

(applause)

BISHOP MORGAN: The other day |
preached for Bishop Nathaniel Lindsay at
(unidentifiable) Memoria ChurchinLouis
ville at the occasion of their conference,
sev eral statesinthe CME church, and as|
wasleav ing to go over there, my wife, Mar-
tha, said, “Whereareyougoing?’ and| told
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her, and shesaid, “Oh, they’ reour cousins.”
| said, “No, they’ renot our cousins, they're
our brothersandsisters.” Andall of youare
broth ersand sisterswith usin thisfamily,
andwearehon ored with your presencethis
day,indeed. Now, | turnnowto Car olynto
set the bar of the con fer ence.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: BishopMor-
gan, the bar of the con fer ence hasbeen es-
tab lished as those seats at the ta bles on the
floor of the con vention hall. There arevot-
ing boxesand placesfor thedel e gateswho
would have them, as well as the severa
places on the plat form for per sonswith re-
sponsibility here, and in order that they
would be able to vote at that time.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, if you'll
make that the bar of the con fer ence, please
show the hand, please. Down, closed, and it
issoor dered. Now, | turnto Bishop Jon &
than Keaton, our marvelous host here in
Cleveland, in the East Ohio Conference,
and he is going to bring some words of
greetingand makesomeintroductions. We
welcome—| think you ought to wel-
come—BishopKeaton.

Local Officals Greetings

BISHOPKEA TON: | haveasked Dr. Jul-
ius Trimbleand Dr. Ken neth Chalker tojoin
me while | share these words of welcome.
Wel cometo Cleveland, Ohio. | greetyouin
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus nameisaboveev ery name. For
at that nameev ery kneeshall bow, andev ery
tongue con fessthat JesusChristisLord.

Special greetingscomefrom three other
names today, my predecessor, Bishop
Edwin C. Boulton, receivesyou withaholy
kiss from his sick bed in Muirfield, Ohio.
Dr.KennethW. Chalker extendshospi tal ity
to ev ery one. Itiswarm and it is com pas-
sion ate. Ken chairs our area host com mit-
tee, East Ohio Area host committee. All
things that you find in this information
guide, al things, are the fruit of his dedi
catedlead er shipandthecommittedwork of
the com mit tee. If you look through thisin-
for mationguideyouwill seewhat | call sign
acts. Youwill seewhat | call kairosop por-
tunities, places where you will meet the
Christ. Taste and see. Some al ready have.

Now there is an other name to my right,
notably, Dr. Jul iusC. Trimble. Heisthesu
per inten dent of the Cleveland district. He
commandsthemissionand ministry there,
and of course, the cur rent home of the Gen+
eral Conferenceisonhisdistrict. Letmetell
you something about Julius Trimble. No
one loves the ur ban church more. Hislove
for the city is holy and bold. But moreim-
portantly, he is known by the salutation,

“Been cour aged.” We'll need alot of that
this week and next.

We are glad that you're here. All of East
Ohio rejoices that you are here. And you
know what? We'll be happy to see you go.
(laughter,applause) But we'll be happy to
seeyou gototheex citing five-star con cert
wherethehomeof theCleveland Or chestra
is, Severance Hall. Remember, Sunday,
May 7" at 7:00 p.m. Wewant you to go on
the tours where possible, learn about our
history and engageour di ver sity. Wewant
you to go and build one of threeHabi tat for
Humanity housesfor low-incomefamilies.
We want you to use your hands, we want
youto useyour feet, and wewant you to use
your heart. Wewant you to goto al of your
meetings—morning, noon, and night.
Make your wit ness known. Yes, we'll be
glad to see you go.

Here's the last paragraph. Just over
192,000 United Methodists, 774 active
clergy,402retir ees, 830 churchescomprise
East Ohio Annua Conference. Some of
them arehereto serveyou. Call onusfor as
sistance. Weshall try to bethe best host and
host essespossi ble. But | want youtodome
afavor: Eat our cook ies.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You can
count on it!

BISHOP KEATON: Eat our cookies. |
want you to feast on them. For cook iesare
comingtothisconvention hall fromtheov-
ensof theentireOhio East area. Butnow lis
ten to this. | want you to consider our
cookies a reminder of common elements
used for Holy Communion. Thank you,
Lord. Aswith Christ, we have spread theta
ble. Aswith Christ, we have de sire to sup
with you. As with Christ, we have longed
for your pres ence, and now you are gath-
ered here. Finally, wehavereal ized theuni
versal presence called the church. That
leads me to two thoughts. One, thank you,
Jesus. But more importantly, welcome
home. Wewho are many areonebody. May
itbeso, onthisearth asitisinheaven. Inthe
nameof Jesusthe Christ, wel come.

BISHOPMOR GAN: We'resograteful to
East Ohio. We discovered somethinglast
night, man; they know how to throw aparty,
don’t they? That was some more bash, and
we'regrateful for thegoodfel low shipand
the good food. Now | turn to Mollie Stew-
art, who isthe chair of the Com missionon
the Gen eral Church, to maketheir re port.

MOLLIE STEWART: Good afternoon.
ToBishopRobert Mor gan, and membersof
theCouncil of Bishops, del egates, of fi cials,
andvisi tors. On behalf of theCommission
on the General Conference, we extend

greet ingsand wel cometo each of you. We
welcome you to the conference, which
meets for the first time in the twenty-first
century. Weespecially wel comethosewho
are attending General Confer encefor the
first time aselected del e gatesand re serve
del egates, Andl’mgoingtotakeapreroga
tive now—all of the first-timers stand,
whether you are reserve or the official
electeddel egates. (applause)

BISHOPMORGAN: Mallig, it' sobvi ous
that it's ad journ ment time, and we need to
extendthat time. Car olynMar shall, doyou
have asug gestion for thebody?

CAROLYNMARSHALL:BishopMor-
gan, | would move

BISHOPMORGAN: WeneedCarolyn's
mike, secretary’ smike,

MAR SHALL: Bishop Mor gan, | would
movethat we ex tend thetimeuntil 5:30, or
until 5:15, that weor ganizelegislativecom
mittees at 5:30, and that the training ses-
sionsfor chairs, vice-chairs, and secretar ies
be sched uled then at 6:30, and that we re-
turnfor theevening plenary at 8:45in stead
of 8:15 and also that any busi ness that re-
mainsunfinishedfor thisaf ter noon bethe
first point of theday for thisevening...point
of order.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right, if you ap-
prove this, would you please show the
hand? Down. Op posed. We' ve cometo the
meet ing and sound like we're go ing to be
doingalot of meeting, and sowethank Car-
olynforthat di rection. Sowewill meet until
5:15 and get as far as we can go. All right,
Mollie, I'm sorry.

Introductionof Commission
ontheGeneral Confer ence.

STEW ART: That's dl right. Thank you
BishopMorgan. Thatwasreallyimpressive
toseeall of thenew com ersto thisGen eral
Confer ence. Itismy belief that we ought to
turn over the plate ev ery now and then and
let the new peo ple get in volved. The Com-
mission is given responsibility for deter
miningthetimeand place of themeet ing of
theGen eral Confer enceandmakingall ar-
rangements for the sessions of General
Confer ence. Thenamesof thecommission
mem bersarefoundinyour del egateshand-
book onp. 1153. They arehherewith me, and
I would likeat thistimetointro ducetoyou
the members who have been working so
hard for the past four years, along with the
Cleveland Areaand East Ohio Con fer ence
representatives to make this a successful
Genera Confer ence. Firstof all, I’dliketo
introducefromWal nut Creek, CA,andhe's
standing to my left, thevice-chairpersonfor
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facil i tiesof thecommission, Harry Shaner.
(applause) And | would like to ask you if
you would please hold your ap plause un til
al of them have been introduced. The
vice-chairperson for pro gram from Minne-
apolis, MN, Rev. James Perry. The sec re-
tary of our commissionisfrom River Edge,
NJ, Robert Brandt; from the Philippines,
Rodolfo  Beltran—Rodolfo is not
here—he's here, but not up here; from
Cleveland, OH, the Rev. Dr. Kenneth
Chaker, whom you saw earlier; from
Slidell, LA, Rev. Carol Cot ton-Winn; from
Tulsa, OK, Nancy Foster; from Mission,
TX, Rev. Roberto Gomez; from Santa
Anna, CA, Rev. Anita lceman, who is not
present; fromBrooklyn,NY, Shirley Parris;
from Sacramento, CA, Kimball Salmon;
from Detroit, MI, Rev. Phylemon Titus;
from Charlotte, NC, Rev. Denny White;
fromRochester, MN, AileenWil liams, and
your chair-person, Mollie Stew art, all the
way from Vahermosa Springs, AL.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Now you can give
themap plause.

(applause)

STEW ART: Inad di tionto thecom mis-
sion mem berswho were el ected by you, we
have ex-officio members; first of al and
seated someplaceoutintheplenary, isSan+
draKeller Lackore, thegeneral secretary of
the Gen eral Coun cil on Fi nance and Ad-
ministration; fromVeedersburn, IN, Car o-
lyn Marshall, secretary of the General
Con fer ence; and the per son who has held
me together, Gary Bowen, the business
man ager of theGen eral Confer ence; Steve
Zedkoff, also from Evanston, IL, and they
arefrom the Gen eral Council on Fi nance
and Administration staff. We have other
per sons who have worked real hard to see
that thiswhole event is car ried of f suc cess-
fully. As you have witnessed and experi
enced this great experience with worship
thisaf ter noon, our di rector of music from
Atlanta, Ga, the Rev. CynthiaA. Wil son.

Inher ab sence. Theresheis. OK Producer
of thiswholebigaf fair, fromNashville, TN,
the Rev. Jay Voorhees. And Jay, you've
seen him run ning around. He' s here some-
where. In the very, very back, in the booth.
the coordinator of marshals and pages
whichisso very im por tant to the car ry ing
out of thiswhole event, from Modesto, CA,
the Rev. Mark Wharff. And to John Braun
and hisgift for the PETSsystem, wewant to
say it hasbrought usalongway, baby, but it
will not takeusmuch fur ther. And, John, we
thank for this gift that you have given us. |
wanttodoaspecial appreci ationnowtothe
Rev. Randy Nu gent, thegen eral secretary
of the Gen era Board of Globa Ministries,

who have co or di nated with hispeo pleand

staff thear rival of our global mem bers, and

assimi latedintotheprocessof leadingthem

at their entry and get ting them suc cessfully
to this con fer ence. And even whilewe are

still here, they aretry ing to ease the task of

thedeliber ation of their finding thingsand

making them feel very comfortablewhile

they arehere. Thiscommissionfeltlikethis

wasvery impor tant,andwebelieveinusing
and uti liz ing the re sources in the church.

Wedo not havetoreinvent thewhed ev ery
time something happens. This is a great

church. It sastrong church, and it hasmany

resources. So we called upon those folk
who were ex pertsin do ing things, and we

havenoproblemindoingthat. Andwewant
tosay appreci ationtoDr. Nugentfor doing

that for us.

Now at thistime, | turntothevicechair of
pro gram. Chair man Jim Perry, who has a
greeting from someof our of fi cials.

GreetingsfromPresi dent Clinton

JAMES PERRY: Thank you, Mollie.
Thisfirst oneisdated April 26, 2000. Warm
greetingstoall thosegatheredin Cleveland
for thequadrennial General Confer enceof
The United Methodist Church. | am de-
lighted to wel come all the del e gates who
have trav eled from across the coun try and
around the world to par tici patein thisim-
por tant event. | deeply ap preci ateyour wilk
ing nessto re spond to my call to action for
racial justiceand di ver sity inthe new mil
lennium. As leaders in our nation’s faith
community, youhaveauniqueop portunity
andresponsi bil itytohelp Americaaddress
thefundamental racial issuesthat havedi
vided our cit i zensfor too long. The theme
of your con fer ence, “We Who Are Many,
AreOneBody,” reflectsyour commit ment
to thisim por tant goal, and | thank each of
youfortakingadvantageof thisoppor tunity
tofor mulatestrat e gieson how to pro mote
racial heal ingandsocial justiceinAmerica.
| am convinced that wewill beaninfi nitely
better nationif our ef fortsareinformed by,
driven by, and ad vanced by peo pleof faith.
I look forwardtoworkingwithyoutocreate
anAmericathat remainsabeaconof justice,
free dom, and equal ity. Let uswork for an
Amer icathat is not driven apart by dif fer-
ences, but in stead is united around shared
val uesandrespectforourdi ver sity. Andlet
uswork for oneAmer icainwhichev ery one
of us, without regard to race or belief, or
gender or eth nic back ground can achieve
our dreams and make our own unique con-
tributions to the life of our nation. Best
wishesfor aproductiveandin spiring cor+
fer ence. Bill Clinton.

(applause)

GreetingsfromGover nor Taft
and Mayor White

I would alsoliketo call your at tention to
the greetings that are printed in today’s
Daily Christian Advocate from both Bob
Taft, the gov er nor of Ohio, and also from
Michad White, the mayor of Cleveland.
Wetried ev ery way possi bletohaveMayor
White herewith usat some point, but ev ery
time we had a place in our agendawhere it
waspossi blefor himtobe...for usto have
him, to include him with us, he was un-
avoid ably inan other place. And sowhen he
was avail able, we were not. But we thank
Mayor White for al the ways in which he
hasmade Cleveland aplace of hospi tal ity
forus. And | would liketo say just onemore
thing, andthatistoex pressmy appreci ation
andtheap preci ationof theentireCommis
sionon General Confer encefor thelead er-
ship that Mollie has pro vided to us. She has
made our timeto gether avery specia time,
in deed. Thank you.

(Applause)

STEWART: You have a ready met and
heard from Bishop Kea ton. | also want to
thank Bishop Keaton and Rev. Dr. Jul ius
TrimblefromtheCleveland District. | want
to recognize the Host Committee. The
names of the Cleveland local committee
chairs are found on p. 1154. And we just
want to say that they are there, and you can
seetheir names and meet them asyougoin
and out of these sessions.

Iwanttoespecially recognizethough, out
of that group, which hap pened by chance,
that the chair per son of the host com mit tee
aso became a member of the commis
sion—the name of the Rev er end Dr. Ken-
neth W. Chalker. These persons have
worked prayer fully and dil i gently to pre-
pareforyour arrival, andwearevery ap pre
ciativefor all thework that they havedone.

Thissession of the Gen eral Con fer ence
has been planned in accordance with the
Plan of Organization of General Confer-
ence. Tofacil i tatethework on the con fer-
ence, the commission recommends the
following schedule of special events for
your ap proval. The Episco pal Ad dressat
8:15thisevening. Thisser vicewill be pre-
ceded by hymn-singing at 7:45in thisroom.

BISHOP MORGAN: That's been
changed, (unintelligible), by our action.

STEW ART: Oh, I’'m sorry. Right, okay.
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BISHOP MOR GAN: It'll bethesinging
at 8:30and 8:45 at con vening of theconfer-
encethisevening.

STEW ART: Asyoucantell, thechair per-
son of thegen eral com mission don’t know
itall.

BISHOP MOR GAN: You've just got to
pay at tention, Mollie, that’ swhat you have
to do.

(laughter,applause)

STEWART: Weéll, you know how that
goes. I'mget ting ol der.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Watchit.

STEW ART: Well, wewill be hereinthis
room, to night.

(laughter)

And we will enjoy the sing ing and the
bishop’ sad dress. How about that?

(applause)

BISHOPMOR GAN: Yeah, yesh. That's
it.

STEWART: The Cleveland Area pro-
gramthat wasreferredto by Bishop Keaton
afew min utes ago is for Sunday eve ning,
May 7, at 7:00 P.M. Theecumeni cal wor-
ship ser vicewith Dr. George Carey, Arch-
bishop of Canter bury, preaching, andthe
presentationof theecumeni cal representa
tivesat 8:15Wednesday. BishopMor gan, |
movetheserecommendationsforapproval.

BISHOP MORGAN: Okay, thank you,
Mollie. You heard the mo tion. Those who
favor, lift the hand. Thank you. Those op-
posed, same sign. It is adopted. Thank you
very much. You need to redlize that the
commissionisalsoresponsi blefor theseat
assignments. Sev eral peo plehavefussed at
me. | want you to know, | did not do that.
Again, Holston. we thought we had alit tle
tele phonenet work, but wediscov ered that
you would bein adif fer ent area code, and
we could not work it out, so . . . (laughter)
talk to these folks.

STEW ART: Yes, but he' sstill our presic
ing bishop. (laughter) Sec tions of the hall
have been desig nated for per sonsthat are
physically challenged. The marsha and
pages will be pleased to di rect per sonsto
those ar easin the con fer ence. There were
somecor rectionsthat had to bemadeinthe
DCA that came to us, and now that you are
al seated, I'm sure the corrections got
made.

Itisrequestedthat therebenosmokingin
thecenter dur ingthisconfer ence. Food ser-
vice for breakfast, lunch, and dinner is

avail ableinthecaf eteriaintheex position
hall. Noelectroniccommuni cationdevices
are to be used in the ple nary hall or in the
legislativecommitteemeetings, ex ceptfor
those per sonswho arerespon si blefor the
ongoing of theGen eral Confer enceinthis
convention center, and the staff.

Morningwor shipserviceisscheduledin
thishall at 8:15 daily, ex cept Sunday. The
choir will present a brief concert at 8:00
A.M.each of these days. You experienced
themassed choir. Thecommissionthistime
tried to do some things and think out of the
box. Wewanted to makethisanex citing, a
spiritual andanupliftingconfer ence. Sowe
aretry ing massed choirs for the first time.
Weex pressour ap preci ationtothemusic
director,theRev erend CynthiaWil son, and
wethank her for her en deav orsontheseand
the other wor ship ser vicesthat you will ex-
peri ence. Itwasthedirector’ sresponsi bil ity
toselectthesinging groupstopartici pateat
thisGenera Confer ence. It hasnot beenan
easy responsibility for her, because there
were many au di tion tapes that she had to
consider.

Wewouldlikeforyoutolistentothenext
statement and not give the marshal and
pages a hard time. En try into the wor ship
ser vicewill berestricted af ter theending of
the first hymn. Y ou know, some of us are
just late com ers, and we stop and talk, and
shake hands. But we need youto get oninto
the worship ser vice. Butweareal lowing
you to the end of the first hym nal-hymn.

| re mind you that an nounce ments are to
be madeintheDCA. Themagnifi cationim
ageprojector noticesaretobelimitedtothe
of fi cial oper ationof thisconference,itsad
ministrative and legislative committees.
Thecommissionrecommendsthat thejour-
nal be the officia record of the Genera
Conference. Boundcopieswill beavail able
for purchase as a package at a later date.
Bishop, | movetheap proval of thisrec om
mendation.

BISHOPMORGAN: All right, it’ sbefore
you. If you would support it, would you
please show the hand? Down. If you op-
pose, same sign. And it is adopted.

ThreeSpecial Of fer ingsMoved

STEWART: The commission recom
mendsthreeof feringstobereceivedduring
theconfer ence. Theof feringjust received
has been designated by the Council of
Bishops, and you saw in your wor ship bul-
letinthat it wasdesig nated for the chil dren
of Af rica, Hopefor the Children of Af rica.
Second, anof feringfor Habi tat for Human
ity. Bishop Keaton said that there will be
three houses be ing built while we are here.

Thisof feringwill bereceivedon Thursday,
May 4. Thepro ceedsof thisof feringwill be
split fifty per cent for the East Ohio Habi tat
Project and fifty percent to the national
Habi tat for Humanity or gani zation. Third,
an of fer ing for mar shalsand pageswill be
received on Wednesday, May 10, immedi-
ately fol lowingmorningwor ship. | remind
you that these per sonsarevol un teerswho
pro videtheir own travel ex pense and other
ex penseswhilethey arehere. They provide
aninvaluableservicetotheconfer encedel-
egatesand other membersand staff. Inad di-
tion to these three offerings, you are
reminded that this coming Sunday . . .
Maybe we ought to vote on the first two,
Bishop.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Thisrecommenda
tionisbeforeyou. If yousup porttherecom
mendation of the offerings, would you
show your hand, please? Down, op posed,
samesign, anditisor dered.

STEW ART: Inad di tion to thesethreeof-
ferings, you are reminded this coming
Sunday, May 7,isNativeAmeri canAware
ness Sunday. Throughout our denomina
tionthey will beraising, liftingof feringsin
churches. If you were back homeinyour lo-
cal church, youwould bein vited to make a
contri butiontothat of fer ing. So pleasere-
member that of feringwhenyouarevisiting
the lo cal churchesin the Cleve land ares,
and make your contribution through the
church where you attend. The business
manager of our conference is serving us
anew thistime. Heis afast learner, by ne-
cessity. I'm spesking, of course, of Gary
Bowen. And | would now re quest per mis-
sion for Gary Bowen to make some an-
nouncements concerning matters which
per taintotheoper ation of thisConfer ence.
Withyour per mission, Bishop, | wouldlike
Gary to speak now to these mat ters.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, without
objection, we will hear now from Gary
Bowen.

Voting SystemExplained

GARY BOWEN: Thank you, Bishop.
Bishop Mor gan and mem bers of the Gen-
eral Conference, we welcome you to the
Cleveland Convention Center. We have
spent much time pre par ing for your visit,
and hopethat we have pre pared ad equately
for your busi ness. | would liketo sharenow
acoupleofitemsrelatedtoour procedurein
thebuilding. For sev eral yearsnow, we've
been usingacom put er ized systemfor our
voting. Uti lizingthekey padinfront of you,
you will be able to re cord your votesin-
stantly. When the presiding bishop states,
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please vote when the light appears, the
green light on your key pad will light, and a
mes sage will ap pear on the key pad and on
theprojectionscreendi recting youtovote.
Nowthisisgoingtobepartici pation, so, at
this time, press the button which corre
sponds to your choice: press but ton 1 for
“yes,” but ton 2 for “no,” or but ton 3if you
wish to abstain. When you do this, your
choice will ap pear in the win dow on your
individual keypad to confirm your selec
tion. Y ou may change your vote aslong as
thegreenlightisil lumi nated onthekey pad
by first pressing the “star” button in the
lower left-hand corner and then entering
your new choice. When the green light on
your key pad starts flash ing, you will have
three sec onds left to vote. When the light
goes off, vot ing is closed and you' ve lost
your voteif youhaven'tvoted. Y ouwill no-
tice that voting time will speed up as we
progress through the Conference. We've
found that you will soon feel com fort able
withthisequip ment and areabletovoteina
faster time, a low ing the busi nessto pro-
ceed at a faster pace. After the voting is
closed, thecom puter will tally thevotesand
theresultswill bedisplayed ontheprojec-
tion screen. Please re mem ber that only one
responsewill betakenfromeach key pad, so
pushingthebut tontentimeswill not get you
ten votes, athough I'm certain someone
will try that. Sothat wecanbecomefamil iar
withthevotingsystem, we' regoingtopres-
ent you with afew test questionsfor youto
an swer at thistime. Thefirst question may
be the most dif fi cult. Areyou present?If
“yes,” pleasepressbutton 1; if “no,” please
pressbut ton 2; if you' renot sureand wishto
abstain, pleasepressbutton 3. Thequestion
is now before you, please vote when the
light ap pears.

(laughter)
Very good, you're mostly here.
(laughter)

OK, so we're gonna try it again. Here's
question 2.1 know the an swer to this, we'll
seeif youdo. IsEl vistill dive?

(laughter)

If “yes,” pressbut ton 1, if “no,” press
button 2, if you' renot sure, pleasepressbut-
ton 3. The question is now before you.
Please vote when the light ap pears.

(laughter)

Gee, | thought he was still with us, but
you'll be glad to know that the General
Confer encehasjust ruled El vistobedead.

When it co mestime to bal lot, for those
nomi natedfor certainof fices, theprocedure

issimilar. Assumeforamomentthatthere’s
a contest for denominational mascot. As
withtheelectionsthat will eventually bebe

fore us, wewill use num bersfor al can di-

dates. Thenom i neesfor our mas cot to day
are as following: #1. Bugs Bunny; #2
Kermit the Frog; #3 Mickey Mouse; #4 Bart
Simpson; #5 EImo. These nominees are
now before you. Please vote when thelight

appears. Inthisparticular case,just votefor

one. (Laughter and ap plause).

Well, ev ery thing’ sgreen, | guess, right?
Thisisthe pro cedurewe' |l usewhen elect
ing per sonstohold of fice. How ever, please
remem ber that the num ber of bal lotstaken
will correspond to the number of offices
we'retryingtofill. Anexample, for exam
ple, if we'retry ing tofill seven slots, we'll
havetovoteseventimes. Unfor tunately, the
resultsof thismul ti pleelectionwill not be
instantaneousbecauseof theamount of data
that has to be pro cessed, but they till will
come back quickly.

TheCommissiononGenera Conference
andtheCommitteeonthePlanof Or gani za
tion of Ruleswantsto re mind you that each
del egatehasonly onevote. Andthisvoteis
toberecorded only onthekey padinfront of
the del e gate. In other words, please don’t
vote your neighbor’'s pad. Absentee dd e
gates may not havetheir votesre corded in
ab sentia. Rather, reservedel egatesshould
be moved in and seated and voted in their
place. Obvioudly, we have prepared if
you'reon the stage, you can vote. Thereare
keypadshereif you'readel egate.

Hopefor the Children of Af ri can
Artwork

Moving to other matters now. We en-
courage you to take notice of the images
that youwill seeontheprojectioncenter as
you enter and leave the plenary sessions.
Re sponding to the re quest from the bish-
ops task forces on children and poverty,
and Hope for the Children of Africa, the
Commission on the General Conference
asked chil dren from through out the church
tosubmitart work inter preting our theme.

It was, believeme, for the per son that had
toenterit, it wasan over whelming suc cess.
Wehavereceived400dif fer ent piecesof art
which will be be fore you each day on the
big screen. In addition, the Council of
Bishops has requested that we display a
clock on the screen from time to time, a
clock that wasdisplayed at their meetingin
thefall. This clock dis plays the num ber of
children who have died of preventable
causesthrough out theworldwhilewearein
session. Wehopethisdisplay will helpusto
maintain a certain perspective about our
work herein Cleveland.

Movingtothefacil i ties, thepublicaudi-
toriuminwhich you' re seated at the Cleve-
landConventionCenterisarather dif fer ent
facil ity than the onewe' ve used in the past
quadren nium. Wewant to of fer afew sug-
gestionsthat will help you dur ing the ple-
nary sessions.

First, perhaps most important, you will
want to know that the restrooms for the
main floor of the auditorium are located
through the middle doors at the left and
right of the hall. Those of you seated in the
balcony will find restrooms located on a
mezzanine level one floor be low the bal-
cony entrances.

Sec ond, themainfloor of theaudi torium
isthebar of theconfer ence. Y ouwill notbe
a lowed ac cesstothemainfloor unlessyour
namebadge, oneof these, indi catesyou are
digible. Please remember that our
marshalls are vol un teers, so be easy with
themif they refuseyou entranceif you have
for got ten your name badge. Those are the
instructionsunder whichthey areoperating.
It syour responsi bil ity tokeeptrack of this
lit tle thing around your neck.

Third, thepro posedrulesof General Con
fer ence and the pol icy of past gen eral conr
ferences state that after today, only the
Daily Christian Advo cate may bedistrib-
uted on the desks of the delegates unless
you vote to sus pend the rules. We ask you,
please honor those rules and not distrib ute
materi alsonthedesksunlessauthorizedto
do so.

Fourth, we are alarge body that is of ten
trying to come and go at the same time
through lim ited space. In or der to help our
flow in and out of theau di to rium, wewant
tosuggest that del egatesseated at therear of
theau di to rium exit through the rear doors,
and if pos s ble, if you're able to get down
the stairs, which | have some difficulty
with, at therear, downthemar blestairsinto
thelower level, whilethedel e gateson the
sides exit through the side ex its. We hope
thiswill helpavoidtraf ficbot tlenecksinthe
facil ity andwill facil i tateyougettingfrom
placeto place.

Fifth, audio and videotapes of worship
ser vicesand pro ceedingsareavail ablefor
pur chaseintheex hibit areain Hall B.

Finadly, if you need more information
about lo cation of meetingroomsor other fa
cil ity questions, | sug gest that you check at
the information desk located in the main
lobby. This desk is staffed by volunteers
from East Ohio and from our local host
com mit tee, and should beableto of fer you
help. When all elsefails, cometo the Busi-
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nessManager’ sOf ficeat 223 andwe' |l cer-
tainly try to help you. Have a great
confer enceandthank you. (Ap plause)

BISHOP MOR GAN: Thank you, Gary.
Mollie?

MOLLIE M. STEWART (North Ala
bama): Thecom mission cer tainly wantsto
thank Gary for his hard work as our busi-
nessmanager andinful fill inghisresponsi-
bilities for this conference. We offer
appreciation aso to his excellent staff:
Steve, who was assigned to us, Merrill
Gleason and Rus sell Easler. Our com mis-
sion thanksthe con tin ued hard work of our
conferencesecretary, CarolynMar shall.|
think that you would like to ex pressyour
appreci ationearly inthissessionfor all that
they do, and al of Car olyn’sassistants.

MOLLIESTEW ART: BishopMor ganis
younger than | am. He said that Sandra
Lacoureisin thevery back some place.

BISHOP MOR GAN: | thought shewas.

STEW ART: She may be. | want to per-
son ally thank you Sandy for your sup port.

BISHOP MORGAN: There she stands
back there. | can see her.

STEWART: | wanttoper sonaly ...see
he’ syoun ger. Thank you for both your sup-
portandaf firmationof meand| wantyouto
know that | am wear ingmy angel. And |
will live through this Gen eral Con fer ence.
Gary, thank you, because without you |
would’ ve been abasket-case.

This morning mem bers of the com mis-
sion had the priv i lege of meet ing with the
global mem bers of our church, and to ex-
plain to them some of the parliamentary
procedureand someof theissuesthat would
be coming before this session. We re-
sponded to questionsand wevery much ap-
preciated the response that we received
fromthat meetingthismorning. Itisour de
sirefor ev ery onetofeel comfortableandto
par tici pateasfully aspossi bledur ing the
timethat you are here at this con fer ence.

| for gottorecognizeat thetimethat | rec-
ognizedthemusicdi rector per sonswhoare
accompanying Cynthia. And they are,
Alicio, Areyou still there? Per sonswho are
accompanying you in the music? Jonetta
John son Page from Ben Hill United Meth-
odist Church. Mr. Logan, MissLogan, OK.
St. Luke Community Church of Dallas,
Texas. Lorel Frederick from Ben Hill
United Methodist Church, Atlanta, Geor-
gia

(applause)

| had stated ear lier that wearetry ing new
things at this Gen eral Con fer ence and we
arereadlytry ingtoop er ateout sidethebox
and think about things that we ought to be
think ing about and im por tant thingsthat’s
anissuefor theon going strength of our con
fer ence. We have two per sons on our com
missionwhenwewerediscussing thiswho
realy got involved in try ing to work with
the other connectional de part ments of our
church and to bring our youth to gether and
to not only just bring them here, but we
wanted to orientate them and have them
fully par tici pateinthelifeand body of this
con fer ence. So they have had two ori enta
tion sessionswhilethey’ rehere, and Eileen
Williams who is on the commission and
Carol Cot ton Winnwho ison the com mis-
sion has worked with them. Now | would
like for all of those youth in this ses sion to
stand.

(applause)

| saw themthismorning. They were busy
at work and they are afinelook ing bunch. |
want all of you young peo ple to know that
one day way back there some where, that’s
how | got my start. | can hardly re mem ber
that far back, but that’swhere | started. It is
very im por tant for us a church to sup port
and to strengthen this body of young peo-
ple.

Questionsarisefromthedel egatesasto
reimbursement of expenses in attending
thisconference. Thecommissionhasestab
lished the per diem of $100 for your ex-
penses while here. That is based in part
upon our abil ity to pay as well as what we
contemplate the average cost of a
two-person hotel room and a reasonable
cost for meals per day. That will not cover
the cogt, I'm sure for some of you, and it
may beamplefor oth ers. Del egateswill re
ceive two expensereimbursement checks
whilehere. Del egateswill receivethefirst
oneon Fri day morning. It will cover travel
ex pensestoand from General Confer ence.
The sec ond check will be for the $100 per
diemfor thedaysherein Cleveland at tend-
ing this conference. The chairperson of
each del egationshould havediscov ered at
his or her desk, upon ar rival, an en ve lope
containingtravel ex pensesandvouchersfor
all membersof your particulardel egation. |
know they arethere be causethe head of my
del egationgavememine. AndGloriaHolt
said to me, “MolllE | want this back
Wednesday morning.” It’svery im por tant
that youfol low thein structions of your de-
egationhead. Becauseif youdonot and de
lay it, you may not get your check. If a
reserve hasbeen seated andisenti tledtoa

travel expense reimbursement, give it to
that per son. Weask each of youtodo asim+
plething. First, read thein structionsasyou
fill out your ex pensevoucher. Second, | re
mind you that the in struc tions are on the
back of theforms. Thenfill out theformthe
way theinstructionstell youtodoit. | know
it'sel emen tary, but we must say this any-
way. Therewill still be per sonswhowill not
read theinstructionsandwill do something
dif fer ent. Giveit to your chair per son. The
chair per sonwill ap proveit and sub mitthe
full del egation’ sex penseclaimstogether to
the treasurer’ s of fice. Not one-by-one, but
together asagroup. We'reprepared to pro-
cess more than a thou sand checks for the
del egations, andit’svery helpful if wecan
get them all to gether.

Astothetravel ex pense. If you trav eled
by car, itis30 centsamile. Youtravel upto
1,000 miles. If it's over 1,000 miles trav-
eled, then you ei ther get the low est of the
cost of mile age above 1,000 or the cost of
the least ex pen sive air travel fare that you
would have paid for had you come by air.
Now that’ samouth ful and | hopeyou got it.
You may claim ac tual ex penses for meals
and lodg ing en route to and from this con-
fer ence. Again, at $100 per diem

If thechair per sonwill handinall ex pense
claim forms to the treasurer’s of ficeaf ter
Tuesday afternoon’s business session and
beforeWednesday evening, wewill getthe
checks to you on Fri day. If we do not get
your claimform by Wednesday evening, as
| haveforestated, we do not know whenyou
will receive your checks. If there are any
questions, havethechair per sonof your del-
egationtakethemtothetreasurer’ sof fice.
If there are any questions, givethem to the
chair per son of your del egationsand have
them takethose questionstothetreasurer’s
of fice. Letmenowtell youif youwouldlike
to cash your checkswhile you are here, it's
been pro vided for. Wehaveestab lished an
ac count and have made ar range mentswith
the Fifth Third Bank on the cor ner of Ninth
Street and St. Claire.

Inaddi tiontotheex pensereimbursement
checksyou receive, if youwant to cash per-
sonal checks, you may do so for up to $100
per check, pro vided you first go to thetrea
surer’ sof fice, whichisroom 222. 1 think in
thehandbook it said 221. But thetreasurer’s
of ficeislo catedinroom 222 |o cated onthe
main floor. So when you look at the map
just remember it's one door or one room
over. Some onetherewhoisau tho rized by
the bank will ini tial it for you. In ef fect we
areguar anteeing your check. In ef fect we
are guaranteeing your check, so that the
bank does not have to get nervous with
checks coming from a variety of places
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around the world. And we don’t want to be
nervouse ther.

Bishop Mor gan, | ask for theap proval of
theserecommendationsconcerningtheex
pense claims and the method of claiming.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right. This is
be fore you. Are there ques tions? | do not
see any cards. If you would approve this
recommendation, would you show your
hand?

BISHOP MORGAN: Down. If you op-
pose, show the same sign. It is adopted.

STEW ART: Thankyou. Thecommission
wishesto ex pressitsthanksand ap preci &
tion to Peggy West and her staff at the
United Methodist Communications for
their cov er age of Genera Confer enceand
for their work prior to and dur ing this con-
fer ence, and to Tom McAnally who hung
with us for four years, a spe cia thanks to
you. ToRichardPeck andNeil Al exander at
the Publishing House for the production
anddistri bution of theDaily Christian Ad-
vocate.

Now | haveavery special andim por tant
announcement. In1996in Denver weheard
thean nouncement that wewouldbecoming
toCleveland. Now itismy joy and op por tu-
nity to an nounce to you and to re port that
thecommissionhasrespondedtoaninvi ta
tion from the West ern Penn syl vania Cor+
ference and has selected Pittsburgh,
Pennsyl vaniaasthesiteof thenext General
Conference. (Applause) Now you know
wherethisgroup isfrom. The datesfor that
conference are April 25 through May 7,
2004. And | thought when | heard that in
'96, “that’s a long way off”, now it seems
like it was yesterday. Time moves o
swiftly. | wishtothank youfor theprivilege
of hav ing served here on the com mission
and as your chair. The mem ber ship of this
commission serves on a staggered term.
Approxi mately half of usaregoing off this
timeand new memberswill becomingonto
the com mis sion. We thank you very much
for your understanding and if you have
guestions, cometotheGeneral Conference
busi ness of fice on the main floor at Room
2200r 223. It hasbeenreally my pleasureto
be here and to serve. | have seen so many
im por tant peo ple. | met so many sweet and
lovely peo pleand thechurch hasbeen areal
sup port for me these past 4 years. Bishop
Mor gan, | move to sus pend therulesto al-
low thedistri butionof aplantoimplement
thediscernment processunder theCPT pre
sentation planthat isfound onp. 1264 of the
DCA.

BISHOP MORGAN: Does this come
from the Rules Com mit tee?

STEW ART: The RulesCom mit teeisin
ac cor dancewiththat.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, you're
just going to suspend therulesin or der for
per missiontodistributethis. ..

STEWART: Right

BISHOPMOR GAN: Andtosuspendthe
rules will take two-thirds vote. All right, if
you would voteto sus pend therulesfor the
pur poseof distrib ut ing the RulesCom mit
tee’'s pro posal for you in afew mo ments,
show thehand please. Down, if you op pose,
samesign, anditisper mit ted.

STEW ART: Bishop Mor gan, | moveto
suspendtherul estoal lowthedistri butionof
copies of the Episcopa Addressimmedk
ately preceding that ad dressthisevening.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Y ouneedtounder-
stand that we have n't done that before, but
we feel like it will be a better way to com-
mu ni catethat word. If youwould suspend
therules, two-thirds vote again, in or der to
distrib utethe Episcopal Addresstoyou as
del egatesbeforeit’ sdeliv ered, wouldshow
the hand, please? Down; if you oppose,
show the hand, and it is or dered.

STEW ART: We who are many are one
body. That's very obvious as | look out
thereat you and seeall the beau ti ful people
inall thear ray and di ver sity that isamong
us. | want to thank you and | want to thank
BishopMor ganfor thisop por tunity togive
thisreport, and | want atimeof special priv-
ilege now to share some things about
BishopMor ganand my relation ship. Now,
| hopetherearenocameramenorrecorders
here. How ever, Bishop Mor gan is on the
North Alabama Conference and | am a
member of theNorthAl abamaConfer ence.
Hewaschair per son of the North Al abama
Conference Council on Ministries and |
cameintothat Confer enceaf ter merger, and
| cameontheCouncil of Ministriesat-large
and was elected as vice-chair. He shared
that time and spot light with me and he even
al lowed meto pre sidewhen hewasthere at
cer taintimesand through theyearswehave
developed a friendship. | understand that
BishopMor ganwill beretiringwhenwego
tothejurisdictional confer enceinJuly, sol
asked the question of him at the re cep tion
last eve ning, “You think that means that |
also will receivearock ing chair?’ (laugh-
ter) It’ sabout that timefor me, aswell, and
Bishop Mor gan, we thank you for all your
sup port and strength.

BISHOP MORGAN: MalllE, you'll
never need arock ing chair. Thank you so
much. This con fer ence wantsto thank you
for 4 years of hard work.

STEWART: Now that con cludes our re-
port.

BISHOP MORGAN: Now then, the
whole report is be fore you. If you would
sup port there port as pre sented by thecom-
mission, please show thehand; down. If op-
posed, show the hand. And it is ordered.
Now then, we are about to move into the
rules. Now, once again, peo ple, thisis the
chair’'s privilege, | guess, but you can do
what you wish to do. We need to at tend to
therulesbeforeweleavethe session. Now
you'regoingtobegoingtolegislativecom
mittees. They' regoingtohavebox lunches
foryouthere. | can'tdothis, butitistimefor
adjournment. What's the wishes of the
body? I'dliketo haveamotion, of fi ciadly.
A mo tion has been moved that we ex tend
until wecom pletetherules?Secondit?All
right, if you would sup port that, show the
hand, please; down. If you oppose, same
sign. Right now, turn to Jerome Del Pino
who chairs the Plan of Organization and
RulesCom mit tee. Dr. Del Pino?

Re port of the Commit tee on the Plan of
Or gani zationand Rulesof Or der

JEROME DEL PINO (New England):
Bishop Mor gan, mem bers of the Gen era
Conference of 2000, honored guests. On
behalf of the Com mit tee on the Plan of Or-
gani zationand Rulesof Or der, | anpleased
to present thisre port on how we might live
our lifeto gether faith fully and ef fectively
dur ing thishistoric session of the Gen eral
Conference.

This report represents many hours and
daysof intensivereflection, sharing, and
holy conferencing dur ingthelast 3years. It
isareport that en deav orsto ad dressour pe
rennia task of remaining relevant to our
currentreal i tiesand discerningclearly our
impendingchal lengesasthepil grimpeople
of God. Hence, we have sought to be com-
prehensiveinour under standingof how our
plan of or gani zationand our rulesof or der
im pinge upon al that we might seek to ac-
com plishintheen suing 2 weeks.

Becausethisreportdoesnotrepresentthe
work of any one individual, | want to ac-
know! edgejust briefly the mem bers of the
committeebeforeproceedingtoour consic
er ation of thereport. Asl intro ducethem,
and sev eral arenot here, duetothefact that
they arenot del egatestothisGenera Con-
fer ence, andwedid not believethat wewere
goingtohavetohaveameetingat thesiteof
thecon fer ence, but wedid. Asl intro duce
them, they will stand, and | ask that you
hold your ap plause until they haveall been
introduced. They weresup posedtobehere
onthisdaisat thistime, butimag inethe du-
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tiesof beingdel egatescalled. They are: The
Reverend Emory Purcell, Mrs. Betty
Trumble, Darlene Amon, who hasserved as
vice-chairperson, Mr. Robet Stevens,

MomoKapon, representingthecentral con

ferences, Dr. Charles Brockwell Jr., who
served as our secretary, the Reverend
MarcusMatthews, andtheRev erend David
Funocco , and we are tenderly sup ported,

we were rather, ten derly sup ported, and at
times guided by our ex-officio members,

CarolynMar shall, secretary of theGeneral

Conference, and Mr. Gary Bowen, staff

mem ber of theGeneral Council onFi nance
and Ad ministrationand thebusi nessman

ager of this General Conference. We all

oweatremen dousdebt of grat i tudeto each
of them. Ithasbeenaconsummateprivilege
for meto have been ableto servewith them.

Would you please greet them now?

Itismyintentiontobeasbrief aspossi ble
regarding what, in many ways, | would
hopeisaxiomatic. Theserulesrepresentthe
best thinking of thiscommitteeregarding
what wemight mini mally needin or der to
be able to keep faith with our task here at
this Gen eral Con fer ence, which isto con-
tinue the strong tra di tion of the peo ple of
God called United Meth od ists, namely, to
be so or dered in our life and our work that
wewould do as John Wesley al waysdid,
ab hor chaos.

Theplan of or gani zationisonethat has
evolved over anum ber of years, and there-
foreonedoesnot easily open up any aspect
of itwithout beingmindful that if youtug at
oneof thestrings, you might unravel theen
tire gar ment. Hence, we did not, in any in-
discriminate fashion, choose to make
recommendations to you regarding this
plan of or gani zation. Wewill moveto the
rulesinjust amo ment.

How ever, wewerein structed at the 1996
Genera Conferencetogivedueattentionto
amo tion that was put, at that time, re gard-
ingtheneedfor thisGeneral Confer enceto
have away by which to en gagein amethod
of deci sion-makingthatiscertainlyinkeep
ingwith our Christian her i tage, but onethat
wedonot of ten, atleast, believeisavail able
tousasadeci sion-making process. Thatis,
aprocessthat wouldrequireustobeopento
discernment, andinor derforthattohappen,
it was felt that we might need to have more
rules. At first, the com mit teethought this
wasaconsummateconundrum, askingthat
the Holy Spirit be sub jected to rules. How-
ever, withfaith ful and patient discern ment
on the part of the mem bers of the com mit-
tee, we were, over the three years, able to
deter minethat wewould beableto call this
body to consciousnessregardingtheimpor-
tance of thispro cessand to lo cateit within

thehistory andtradi tionof thepeoplecalled
Methodist. Thus, wear rived at apreamble

thatisin cluded beforethebegin ning of the

Plan of Or gani zation. Itisour best ef fort at

say ingtoyouthatitis, inthewordsof afor-

mer theo lo gian no lon ger read very av idly
today, Paul Tillich,itisan®“impossi blepos

sibility” to subject discernment to rules.

Andsowewanttocall your attentiontothis

preambleandforyoutounder standthatitis

more than sim ply words. It is, in deed, in-

tendedtoremind usthat weare, asapeople,

al ready apart of thisvery richway of relat

ingour selvestooneanotherinor der that we
mightar riveat deci sionsthat areinkeeping

with thewill and pur pose of God.

The only rule that | would identify that
would pertain to this where there was a
change, in or der that we might fo custhere
sponsi hil ity for this, should it not be some
thing that would be believed by any
mem ber of thebody to benec essary. If you
would turn to page 1258, the left-hand col-
umn, the sec ond paragraph, or thefirst full
paragraph, numberthree.“ Atthediscretion
of thebishop presiding, atimefor prayer ful
discernment may betakenduringdelibera
tion. Such a time should be for personal
med i tation or for group prayer, and shall
end at the call of the bishop presiding, at
whichtimenor mal deliber ationshall bere
sumed.”. That isthe only rulethat per tains
tothat very im por tant ef fort on our part to
ad dresswhat wasbelievedtobeso signif
cant by the 1996 Gen eral Confer ence.

Secondly, | wanttocall our at tentionto
thefact that other than edi torial revi sions,
whatismost sub stantiveabout thisreport of
thePlanof Or gani zationand Rulesof Or der
is that this committee has endeavored to
make possible the real ization of our very
laud ableef fort to havethein clu sion of per-
sons across our church glob aly inthevery
warp and woof, at the very heart beat of the
General Conference itself, namely in its
stand ing com mit tees. Hence, you will no-
ticethat therehasbeenasig nif i cant change
intheway inwhichweconceptual izewhoit
iswe are talk ing about when we spesk of
persons who must either “fly across the
pond,” or acrossthelarger pondin or der to
get to these shores. We no lon ger usethe
lan guage of over seasor inter national del e
gates, but we arerefer ring to those per sons
asdel egatesof theGeneral Confer encewho
hap pen to bein the con ti nents of Eu rope,
Africa and Asia, aswearein North Amer-
ica. And hence, that lan guage has been in-
cor po rated at ev ery placethat we believe
wouldbeappropri ate.

Thethird item that | wish to draw at ten-
tion to is that this commit tee hasen deav-
ored to see to it that our Plan of

Organi zationis one that en ables usto ac-
complishourworkinthemost ef fi cientand
ef fectiveway possi ble. Hence, wehavede
termined the dlocation of legislation for
thisGeneral Confer encedlightly al teredin
regard tothework that wasorigi naly held
in the Legislative Committee on Church
and Soci ety. Wehavecalledfor thecreation
of aL egislativeCommitteeonFaithand Or
der, and that com mit tee, webelieve, isone
that will en ableusto havelegislation that
will becoher entinrelationshiptothework
thattheGeneral Confer enceex pects. | want
to indi cateto you that the com mit tee be-
lievesthat thisisdrivenby at leasttworeal i-
ties, namely that wehavemul ti plecanonsin
our lifeand work, and cer tainly thereisthe
legislationthatrelatestothead ministrative
life of the con fer ence. But then, there are
aso teaching canons of which the Social
Prin ci plesareamajor part, and thus, they
belong in acon text where they will be dis-
cussed and they will be reviewed based
uponvery seri oustheologi cal reflectionand
alsoquestioning.

Finaly, thereisaso inthere port, an en-
abling leg islation for usto be able to con-
sider theConnectional ProcessTeamreport
to thisbody. Y ou have a ready sus pended
therulesinor der that theremay beapresen
tation of those, and | have an amended ver-
sion that will be placed on the screen at the
appropriate time. Bishop, this completes
my over view of these rules and we stand
ready to re spond.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, let metry
something hereasthechair. Andagain, you
can el ther ap proveit or disap proveit. Asl
see the rules, | see at least two, possibly
threedistinctivear eas. If wecan use, for ex-
ample, pages 1245-1257, which basicaly
put for wardtheplanof or gani zation. If you
could lead us in tak ing that, say, first, we
can ask if thereare any questions, motions,
or ad di tions, we'd deal with that. Then we
pick upwiththeRulesof Or der, and that we
take them el ther to the end of that, or we
may even take athird part on page 1264. |
recommend that we do that, that we do
those parts, 1245-1257; thenwe' Il deal with
the rules, 1257-1264; and then, we would
deal with 1264, the Connectional Process
Team. If we could take one of those at a
time, per fectthem, seri atim, andthenmove
on. What do you think?

DEL PINO: Bishop, I’'mcer tainly amena
bleto that, if that is, in deed, ac cept ableto
the body, as well.

BISHOPMOR GAN: And the Chair does
not want to push you, but we do need to
move along. If you would ap prove that ap-
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proach, would you show the hand, please?
Down.

... Soif youwould first of all, what's be-
foreusright now would bethe Plan of Or ga
ni zation, 1245 to 1257. Now, are there. . .
Yes, recognized, come to Microphone 2.
Now let metell you this again, you can see
these, 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7. Now, to rec og nize
theper sonat Mi crophone2, now, I’mgoing
to try something else, especially for you
peo pleinthevery back. | may get clob bered
for this, but if youwill just come up to ami-
crophone, pref er ably oneinthemiddlel can
see, stand there, | will rec og nize you. Mi-
crophone 2, please. State your name and
your conference.

DEBORAH MCLEOQOD (Florida Con fer-
ence): Deb bieMcLeod, Florida.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, Debbie,
McLeod.

DEBORAH MCLEOD: On page 1252, |
move that para graphs 301 through 304 be
deleted from the paragraphs assigned to
Faith and Or der, and that on page 1253, the
reference to paragraph 305 to 365 be
amended to read “ 301 to 365.”

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, isit sec-
onded?

UNIDENTIFIEDSPEAKER: Seconded.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, you want
to speak to it?

DEBORAH MCLEOD: Yes, the ratio
naleisthat al thelegislationrelatedtoor di-
nation should be con sid ered by the same
legislativecommittee, andtheproposedas
signmentof legislationseparatesthedef i ni
tion of ordination and conference
mem ber ship from the paragraphsabout the
requirementsforordi nation.

BISHOP MORGAN: All right, thank
you. All right, the motion is there, the
speech hasbeen madeinfavor. Weareright
now op er at ing un der therulesthat are al-
ready in ex istence, of course, which means
that amax i mum of three speechesfor, three
speeches against, you could call for the
question  after two have  spo-
ken—three-minute speeches, and we' Il call
ittoor der at that. All right, themotionisbe
foreyou, and it is sec onded. Does any one
like to spesk to that amendment—the
McLeod amendment? I'll come back to
Jeromeat theend. | don’t seeany hands?All
right, I'll turn to you, Jerome, and you'd
liketo re spond to that?

JEROME DEL PINO: Bishop, the di vi-
sionthat wasin di cated isnot asisbeenrep-
resented, the membership in the annual
conferenceisamat ter of consider ationfor

the entire executive session; it is not
something that isger manefor the or dained
ministrytoconsider.

BISHOP MOR GAN: So you would op-
pose. . .

DEL PINO: That’sright.

BISHOP MORGAN: the amendment?
All right, you ready to vote? We' regoingto
usethelight ... Hehasalast speechonthis.
If you would sup port the McLeod amend-
ment, punch 1, 2 for “no,” and 3 for “ab-
stain.” Please vote when the light turns on,
please. All right, the amendment is de-
feated. Itisnow.. . .thispro...Yes. Micro-
phone 6, please.

BETH CAPEN (New Y ork Confer ence):
Thank you, Bishop. Beth Capen, from New
Y ork Confer ence. | want to thank the Com
mittee on Rules for the all the hard work
they’ve done. | am concerned and would
not move at this time, because | think it
would betoo bur den some, but had theissue
of the Social Principles being removed
from Church and Soci ety beenbrought up at
thelast Gen eral Con fer ence, | would have
op posed it and would rec om mend that for
thenext General Confer ence, thattheSocial
Princi plesremaininthelegislativesection
on Church and Soci ety. My pri mary con-
cernisthat theBoard of Churchand Soci ety
is,asl under standit, responsi bleforimple
menting the Social Principles, and | do
know that many peo ple do feel that in our
reflectionsin church and so ci ety, we have
beenindeeptheologi cal discussionandre
flec tion, and alot of prayer on many oc ca
sions. So | would recommend that the
Social Princi plesbereturnedtothelL egisla
tive Commit teeon Church and So ci ety for
thenext Genera Confer ence.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right, sothere's
notamotion...

CAPEN: | would move that, your Honor,
I mean, I'm sorry, Bishop. . .

(laughter)

BISHOPMOR GAN: That's, that’ sokay.
“His Imminence,” “Excellency,” any of
that will be fine, thank you. (laughter) All
right, themo tion is be fore you, to rec om-
mend to the next Con fer ence. . . and isit
seconded?1f youwould sup port that, would
show the hand, please? Down. Opposed?
All right, we will vote again. If you would
sup port that motion. ..

DEL PINO: Bishop . . . Bishop . . . ques-
tion. Bishop. .. point of infor mation.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Jerome?

DEL PINO: Thisisad vi sory to the com-
mit tee that will be con vened for the next
quadrennium.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Okay. Now, then,
we're go ing to use the key pad. If you sup-
port that amend ment, vote, when the light
co meson, 1for yes, 2 for no. And we will
needtohavecopiesof themotions, eventhe
ones that do not carry. All right, it is sup-
ported. All right—turn back to your . . .
Jerome? Or, to you. Any other matters?
We'relook ing only at pages 1244 to 1257.
Don’'t see any other hands? Are there other
persons? Yes, right here, please—pink
card, gotoMi crophone6, Connie. .. or Mi-
cro phone 5—go to one of them.

CONNIE MITCHELL (Kentucky Con-
fer ence): ConnieMitch ell, Kentucky Con
ference.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Yes.
Proposal toInclude SpousesinMemorials

MITCH ELL: Onthepage—under where
it saysthe” Plan of Or gani zation,” on page
1245—could there be included, under the
opening session of organization, because
you did it to day, and asamat ter of record,
that youin cludethebish ops —thespouses?
It says, “During the Memoria Service,
there shall be called the names of the bish-
opswho havedied sincetheadjourn ment of
the preceding General Conference, and
likewisethenamesof the del e gates-elect,”
but it does not say the spouses, and you did
thattoday.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Wediddothat, did-
n't we? Okay, now, are you atering the
amend ment here, Connie?

MITCHELL: Yes, | am.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Y ouwent to abase
ball gamelast night, didn’t you, and cheered
real loud? (laughter) All right, the Mitch el
motion’s before us, that we include bish-
ops spouses? Andisit sec onded?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We will
acceptthat.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All right, the com-
mittee says they will accept that. Is that
agreeable to the body? All right. We're
look ing, still, at the Plan of Or gani zation.
Any morequestions, or ... All right, | don’'t
see any. All right. If you will adopt pages
1245. ..

UN IDENTI FIED SPEAKER: 1245. ..
BISHOPMOR GAN: Beg par don?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 1245 to
1257.
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BISHOP MOR GAN: . ..t0 1257, just to
the Rules of Or der. Votewhen thelight ap-
pears, vote 1 for yes, 2 for no. All right, itis
sustained. Now we turn to the Rules of Or-
der, which will be 1257 through 12 . . . just
thetop of 1264. Now that isbeforeyou, the
Rulesof Or der. | seeacard over here...go
toMi crophone?.

WILLIAM C. SMALLWOOD (Missis
sippi): I'dlikealittleclarifi cationon page
28, thesecond paragraph, “ at thediscretion
of the hishop,” read ing on down there, it
says “group prayer.” By “group prayer,”
does that mean small groups or the whole
body?

BISHOP MORGAN: Excuse me, you
said page 28? You mean.. . .

SMALLWOOD: 1258.
BISHOP MOR GAN: 1258, okay.

SMALLWOOD: 1258, second para
graph, num ber 3, about 5 sen tences down,
“for group prayer.” I'd like clarification;
what's meant by group prayer? Is it the
small group or the whole body?

JEROME DEL PINO: It can be either
small groupsor it can bethe entirety of the

plenary.

BISHOP MORGAN: You might group
into 3or 4—youknow, it’ salot of vari ation
of how that might be done.

SMALLWOOD: My question is, group
prayer could be a way of influencing the
body, and if that should bethe case, how are
we going to gov ern that with out it get ting
out of hand—everybody praying for one
cer tain po si tion that might or might not be
theposi tion of other peo ple here?

JEROME DEL PINO: Sir, itisour un der-
stand ing, just aswe have ex peri enceat the
preceding General Conference, and per -
haps you were not there, that when ever we
enter into prayer, that is a politi cal state
ment. Itisbecauseit raisesother possi bil i-
ties than the ones that we have in mind. So
when ever wewould beinvolvedinour dis-
cernment, itisgoingtobewiththeintention
that we would have somelevel of in dif fer-
ence; that's the hope, that's the prayer. And
if that does n’t hap pen, then of course, we
might get what we ask for. But, bot tomline,
itisnot un der stood in thispro cessthat any
of thiswould bein tended nor im plemented
asbeing manip ulative. Wetrust our bish-
ops, and that’ sthe reason we have only one
rulepertainingtothediscernment process.
It can come from the floor, but the bot tom
lineisthatitissomethingthatisnotgoingto
betherule, but, more of ten than not, the ex-
ception.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right, I’'mlook-
ingintheback, isthereany oneinsectionsC
or D that wishes to ask a ques tion? Don’t
see ahand—

BISHOP MORGAN: Is there anybody
here in A or B? | don’t see a hand. We're
talk ing about therules. Are you ready? All
right, let’s vote then. And we'll vote when
thelight co meson. Voteonefor “yes,” two
for “no.”; And the vote when the light co-
mes on. The body is not clear. | asked for
questionson sec tion. Ex cuse me. Stop the
voting here. |... onp. 1257 to 1264, thetop
of that. That is be fore us. That's al that is
beforeus. TheRulesof Or der. And | saw no
hands, no mo tions. And that’sthereason |
put thequestion. Let meputitonceagainto
you. If you would sup port those pages on
the Rules of Or der, show...vote when the
light comeson. Onefor “yes,” twofor “no.”

Page 1264, the Connectiona Process
Team, and you will need to present your
amend ment sowewill know ex actly what's
beforeus.

DEL PINO: Y ou cer tainly may keep your
book | et open, butwearegoingtopresentan
amended understanding of the
Connectional Process Team presentation
plan. And if we could have that on the
screen at thistime.

BISHOP MORGAN: Let me say, this
will be, what they pres ent will betherules
committeesreporttoyou. Thiswill beit, not
exactlywhatisonp. 1264. Sogiveattention
to the screen.

DEL PINO: All Right. Thank you,
Bishop. We propose that the Connection
ProcessTeam (CPT) report comebeforethe
General Confer enceinthefol lowing man
ner. First, the Copnnectional Pro cessTeam
will presentitsreportattheGeneral Confer-
ence in plenary session on Wednesday
morning, May third, asan or der of theday.
Bishop, | will go through the entirety of
this?

BISHOPMOR GAN: | think so.
DEL PINO: All right.

BISHOP MORGAN: Let's give the
wholepicture.

DEL PINO: All right

BISHOPMOR GAN: And | would say to
thetech ni cians, the Bishops, | under stand,
are not be ing able to see the votes up here.
So if you could do some thing so they could
seethat, aswell. Ex cuse me.

DEL PINO: Fol lowingthispresentation,
thedel egatestoGeneral Conferencewill be
divided into 25 randomly selected

non-legislativegroupsfor reflectionand di-

alogueontheCPT report. Translationswill

be provided in specified groups. Three,

each group will meet for 90 minutes, guided
by acon vener bishop selected by the Coun-

cil of Bishops. Four, each group will be
pro vided are corder who isanon-delegate
and an ob server from the Connectional Pro-

cess Team. Five, on Wednesday evening,

May 3, the conveners and recorders will

meet with the CPT ob serv ersto re port the
aress of consensus with, dissent from, or

questionsabout the CPT report and pro pos

as. Six, on Thursday evening, May 4, im-

medi ately fol low ingtheopening, the CPT
reportwill provide...I’msorry, theCPT, or

Connectiona Pro cess Team, will pro vide
theGeneral Conferencewithawrittensum

mary of the small group meet ings. Seven,

following time to read the writtenreport,

the General Conference will enter into a
time of prayerful discernment to ask the
Holy Spiritto givetheconfer encethemind

of Christ and make clear thewill of God for

our church onthisissue. Eight, and fi nally,

peti tionsrelated to the CPT report shall be
submitted to the appropriate legidlative
com mit tees for study and re view and will

fol lowthelegislativeprocessinaccordance
with the plan of orgainization and rules of

or der adopted by the Gen eral Confer ence.

Thepro posedlegislationistobereported

out comprehensively andtogether. That is

the amended version of this presentation

plan, Bishop, which we now sub mit for the
body’ sconsideration.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right, itisprop-
erly beforeyounow. | recognizethegentle
man at mi cro phone 6. Give us your name
andyour confer ence.

CARL SCHENCK (Missouri East):
Thank you, Bishop. | would liketo movean
amendment to the report as presented. |
move to amend the pro cess set forth on p.
1264, and let me say, set forth by the chair.
By thead di tion of thefol low ing new para
grapheightandtherenumberingof existing
paragrapheight asnew paragraphnine. The
new paragrapheight shall read, “ On Fri day,
May 5, fol lowingtheAf ricaUni ver sity Re
port, the floor of the conference shall be
open for debate upon amendments to or
other ac tion upon the re port asthe con fer-
encemay di rect. Thisaction shall precede
any legislativecommittee’ sactionon spe
cificpetitionsrelatedtothe CPT report. If
could haveasecond, | would liketo speak to
it.

BISHOPMOR GAN: It' ssup ported.

SCHENCK: | believethat the rules com-
mitteehasgivenusavery helpful pro cess,
but that it is aborted at the point of ac tion
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and that thehousewill want and thelegisla
tivecommitteeswill want thecouncil of the
General Conferenceinregardtothereport
it self beforewebeginwork onthevari ous
im plement ing legislationsin specific peti-
tions. My amend ment would al low, and call
for, time for the confer enceto ex pressits
wishesonthereport section, andtotakeac-
tionastheGeneral Confer enceof "96 called
for when it called for this review, this
wholistic review of the structure of the
church. Our...if we cannot dea with it
wholistically, but only deal with it alseri
itemtoall thesevar i ouspeti tions, thecon
fer ence may not be able to ex pressits will
satisfactorily.

BISHOP MOR GAN: All Right, There's
speechinfavor of theamend ment. Istherea
speech op posed totheamend ment?1sthere
some one who would like to speak for it?
Y es, over here, mi cro phone 3, please. Give
usyour nameand confer ence.

PATRICK STREIFF
land/FranceConfer ence):

BISHOPMOR GAN: Wel come, Friend.

STREIFF: | would like to speak against
thisamend ment. | think itisgood thing that
wehaveageneral discussionhereintheple
nary, but thenitisour gen eral way of work-
ing in General Conference that first in
legislativecommitteeswehaveapossi bil-
ity re aly to look more in the depths and
have a first discussion in the legislative

(Swit zer-

com mit tee and then bring back to the ple-
nary. Andwiththemotionaswehaveit now
beforeusall theseitemswill keepto gether.
Soit’sno dan ger that will be split up, and |
think it isagood pro ce dureto havein one
legislativecommitteethetimetodiscusson
it and then come back af ter thelegislative
committee.

BISHOPMOR GAN: Thank you, Pat rick.
Isthereaspeechinfavor?| go back againto
the gen tle man here. Go to mi cro phone 6,
andthen|’ll rec og nizeyou, Sir.

RICH ARD PARKER

BISHOPMORGAN: No, | wasn’'trecog
nizingRichard. | wasrec og nizingthegern
tleman here, Right there.

RICHARD PARKER: Oh, | beg your
pardon.

BISHOP MORGAN: That's OK. Stay
whereyou are, Rich ard.

BILLY JOE RICH (Alabama/West
FloridaConfer ence) | think that thegentle
man hasraised avery im por tant point for us
to consider, that beingthelegislative com
mittee as it were the CPT, | understand
about threetimes af ter watch ing it and get
tingev ery one’ scommentsonit, itcomesto
usnow asasemi-document that’ sfi nal ized.
I think that if wereally likeit, or really don’t
likeit, weaught to fol low hispo si tion and
ei ther voteit up or down. And if we vote it
up, and we want to movein that di rec tion,

then al low the com mit teesto go back and
takethepro cessthat thisgentleman hasout-
lined stand.

BISHOPO MOR GAN: All right there's
been two speeches now in favor of the
amend ment. Now, oneagainst. Richard, do
you speak againstthemotion?Mi crophone
6.

PARKER: Infavor, Bishop.

BISHOP MOR GAN: Yes. Infavor. All
right, is there some one who speaks against
the... Yes, | turn. Mi cro phone 7. Go to mi-
crophone?. | recognizethedel egatethere.

SAN DRA LUTZ (East Ohio): Weused a
simi lar processwiththeministry study four
yearsago. Inmy ex peri encewiththat, serv-
ing on the legislative committee that re-
ceived a good por tion of that was that the
com mentsthat comeout dur ing thosesmall
groupsthat we' regoingtohave, really gave
awon der ful feel for how the whole body
wasex peri encingthat. Andthenthelegisla
tive com mit tee was able to work with that.
And | think when we then came back with
our re port, we were able to vote on that. If
that processforthel egislativecommitteeis
delayeduntil Fri day, that leavesthelegisla
tivecommit teesvery lit tletimetowork ef-
fectively onthat report. Sol would urgethat
wedefeat themotion.

BISHOPMOR GAN: All right. Now your
turn, Richard.



