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Petition Additions and Changes

Central Conferences

9M2201.
PetitionNumber: 31974-CC-2201.1-D

Provisional Annual Confer ence

Un der Paragraph #507 We would re quest the Gen eral Con-
fer encethroughitsCentral Confer ence Af fairsCommissionPara
graph#2201.1 toreceiveand act favor ably on our re quest to grant
usthestatusof aProvi sional Annual Confer ence,commencingJuly
2000 fol low ing the Gen eral Con fer ence and the Central Con fer-
ence. Weunder standthat if theGen eral Confer enceagreestheim-
plementationwill betheresponsi bil ity of theCentral Conference.

Petition Number: 31991-CC-NonDis-O

Threenew Episcopal Areasadd tothePhil ip pines

ThePhil ippineCentra ConfereneceCo or di nating Council,
meet ing in Kidapawan, Cotobato, passed thefol low ing action:

Voted: Toreiter atetheactionof thePhil ippinesCentral Con
fer encein 1992 to the ef fect that three Episco pal Areasbeaddedto
the Philippines Central Conference of the United Methodist
Church. 1t wasfur ther voted that one ad di tional Episco pal Area
would be ac cept ableif in the casethethreere quest for three ad di-
tional Episcopal ar easisnot possi ble.

Conferences

9M407.
Petition Number: 31976-C0O-407-D

Term Limits

407. TermLimits: Bishopsshall beelected for one eight-year
term and may be re-el ected for one moreterm of no morethan eight
years. Inthecaseof death, early depar tureor special assignment, a
special annual con fer ence shall be called to elect anew bishop.

511.
PetitionNumber: 31978-CO-511-D

Missional Needs

Paragraph 511 of TheBook of Disci plineshall beamended as
follows:

insertonline1l and af ter thewords* en suing quadren nium”
andtoreview onthebasisof missional needsanappli cationfroma
jurisdictionwhich, by number of itschurchmembersasprovidedin
paragraph 405, would ex peri enceareductioninthe num ber of its
bishops, andrecommendthenumber of bishopstowhichthatjuris
dictionshouldbeenti tledtotheGeneral Confer encefor deter mi na
tionby theGenera Confer ence.

1602.
Petition Number: 31979-CO-602-D

General Confer enceDel egates

Whereas, Paragraph 33 (Arti clelV) of theBook of Disci pline
(1996) of the United Meth od ist Church in di catesin part that “the
ministerial del egatestotheGeneral Confer enceandtotheJurisdic
tional or Central Conference shall be elected by the ministerial
mem bersinfull con nection with thean nual con fer enceor pro vi-
sional annual conference.”

Wheresas, paragraph 5 (Arti cleV) of theBook of Disci pline
(1996) statesin part; “as part of the Church Uni ver sal, the United
Meth od ist Church be lievesthat the Lord of the Churchiscall ing
Christiansev ery whereto strivetoward unity,” and

Whereas, Para graph 117 of the Book of Disci pline (1996)
statesinpart; “ Inclusivenessmeansopenness, acceptance, and sup
port that en ablesall per sonsto par tici pateinthelifeof the Church,
thecommu nity, andtheworld. Thus,inclusivenessdeniesev ery
semblanceof discrimi nation,” and

WhereasthePreambletotheConsti tutionintheBook of Dis
ci pline(1996) indi cates* The Church of Jesus Christ ex istsinand
fortheworld, anditsvery di videisahindrancetoitsmissioninthat
world.”

Whereasin Galatians 3:28 “ Thereisnei ther Jew nor Greek,
thereisnei ther davenor freeman, thereisnei ther malenor female;
for you are al one (equal) in Christ Je sus,” and

Whereas, we were all cre ated equal in the sight of God.

Uni fi cation, equal ity,andtheabil ity of all per sonstopartici-
pateinthelifeof theUnitedMethodist Churchdoesnottotally exist
inour present-day voting structurefor clergy del egatestothe Gen
eral and Jurisdictional Confer ences. Only ministerial membersin
full con nec tion (ac tive and re tired) shall be en ti tled to vote for
clergy del egatestoGeneral and Jurisdictional Conferences. Proba
tionary and Asso ci ate mem bersand Lo cal pastorsshall not vote;
nor can they be elected. They also can not vote on Con sti tu tional
Amendments.

A first year lay del e gate, regard less of ed u cational back-
ground, canvoteforlay del egates, but probationary andassoci ate
mem ber sand lo cal pastors, many of whom have over 30 years of
dedi cated ser viceintheministry aredeniedtherightandprivileges
of votingfor aclergy del egatetorepresent themandtheir constit u-
ents.

Inmy opinion, thisisdi videand discrimi nation and equates
withwomen’ ssuf frage; and with Af ri can Amer i cansnot being al-
lowedtovote. Our country hascor rectedthesear easof discrimi na
tion.

WeUnited Methodiststakegreat prideinbeinganinclusive,
connectional Church. Inmy opinion, theUnited Meth odist Church
isnotinclusive, nor isit con nected when mil lionsof United Meth-
odistsarenot represented at theGeneral or Jurisdictional Confer-
ences, nor dothey havearepresentativetovoteon Consti tutional
Amend ments, be causetheir Pastorsarenot con sid ered equal and
aredeniedtheright and priv i legetovote.

Thisisvery much Un-Ameri canand Un-Christian. Wewere
al, in God' seyes, cre ated equal, but some mem berswithin Meth-
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od ism decided that all was not equal and de cided to change God's
planfor humanity.

In the 1999 Book of ReportsfortheVir giniaConfer ence
(page 14) thereisastate ment that saysin part, “weareaninclusive
andplural isticChurch. Wedesiretohaveadel egationthatisrepre
sentativeof theentireConfer ence.”

Thereforebeit resolvedthat | hereby peti tion the 2000 Gen
eral Confer enceof theUnitedMethodist Churchandtoamendpara
graph 33 (Arti clelV) of theBook of Disci pline(1996) toindi cate
that ministerial del egatestothe General Confer enceandtothe Ju-
risdictional or Central Confer encesshall beelected by all ministe
rial members attending the Annua Conference or Provisional
Annual Confer ences; providedthat such del egatesshall havebeen
trav el ing preachersintheUnitedMethodist Churchfor atleast four
yearsnext precedingtheir election.

Also, paragraphs 602-1a should be changed to in clude all
ministerial mem bers, and paragraphs602-1b, 602- 1¢, and 602-1d,
shouldbeelimi nated.

Let us make United Methodism truly inclusive and
connectional by a low ing all clergy to par tici pateinthelife of the
Church and that the delegates of the General andJurisdictional
Conferencesberepresentativeof al UnitedMethodists.

Petition Number: 31989-CO-NonDis-O

Encour ageplanfor seminarygraduatestoretiretheir
debt/financial planning

TheWesternNorthCarolinaAnnual Confer encerespectfully
peti tionsthe 2000 Gen eral Confer enceto:

a) En cour age each an nual con fer enceto develop aplanto
helpsemi nary graduatesretiretheir educational debts.

b) strongly urgeUnited Meth odist semi nar iestoprovidean
nual work shopsonfi nancial planningand/or afi nancial plannerto
work with their stu dents.

Rationale:

Many semi nar i ansgrad u atewith highlev elsof semi nary
debt asthey beginministry. Thecost of semi nary educationstrains
nor mal family ex penses, and most an nual and missionary confer-
encesareunabletoprovidesuf fi cient schol ar shipfundstheoughthe
Ministeria Educational Fund (MEF). There is a great need for
clergy trained for mission and ministry in churches with small
mem ber shipsand/or intown and ru ral set tings, but many of these
small-mem ber ship churches are ableto pay only mini mum com-
pensation. Thispeti tionisintendedtoassistwithmeetingthiscriti-
cal need.

Discipleship

30107
30107-DI-NonDis-O

Social Principlesbeunder stood as” instructiveand
persuasive’ ...

Whereas, the pref aceto the So cial Prin ci plesde scribesthe
contentsas“instructiveand per suasive’ call ingus“toaprayer ful,
studieddi alogue,” and

Wheress, the United Meth od ist Church is being torn apart
over amul ti plicity of socid, ethi cal and per sona issues, many of
which aread dressedinthe So cial Princi ples; and

Whereas, those who seek to love and serve God hold hon est
dif fer ence of opinion about these and many other is sues; and

Whereas, weareurgedtolearntoliveto gether intheoneness
of Christ...aonenessthat reachesbeyondopinionsandat ti tudes.

Therefore, beit re solved that the Desert South west Con fer-
enceof theUnited Meth odist Church peti tionthe Gen eral Confer-
enceasfol lows:

ThattheSocial Princi plesintheir entirety beunder stood and
inter preted onanongoingbasisunder thetradi tional and statedin
tentionof being“instructiveand per suasive,” totheend of ac cept
ingtheintegrity of indi vidual convictionsandaf firmingthehistoric
Wesleyanprinci ple: “Inessentialsunity,innon-essentialsliberty,
inal others, charity.”

Petitionnumber 31993-DI-NonDis-O

Change name of lay speaker program

Whereas, the Lay Speaker programim pliesonly “fill ing the
pul pit” to many laity, and

Whereas, alargenumber of laity becomesfrustrated with not
being uti lizedinthat capacity af ter receivingthetraining, and

Whereas, the Lay Speaker program actu ally teachesmany
lead er shiprolesfor thelaity intheBasic L ay Speaker class: caring,
teaching, leading, visiting, wor shiping, prayingandpreaching,and

Wheresas, theLay Speaker pro gram ex pandseach of thelead-
er shiprolesin the Ad vanced Lay Speaker classes, and

Wheress, theti tleof thecur rent programismisunder stood by
many of thelaity and clergy.

Therefore, beit re solved that the Desert South west Con fer-
encepeti tiontheGeneral Confer encetochangethenameof theLay
Speaker programtobethelLay Ministry Lead er shipProgram.

Financial Administration

1508.6

31138-FA-1508.6-D

Change GCFA to GBPHB
Amend 1508, ef fectiveJanuary 1, 2001:

Anannual confer ence agency han dling such fundsshall not
of fer higher ratesof an nuity than thoselisted inthean nuity sched-
uleap proved by the Gen eralBoard of Pen sionand Health Ben e
fits CounelonFinanceandAdministration.
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Faith and Order

q65.
Petition Number: 31992-FO-65-D

Changestolan guageon abor tion

We peti tion that para graph 65 (J-Abor tion) of the Book of
Disci plinebeamendedwiththefol lowingdeletion:

“Thebeginningof life...Butweareequally boundtorespect
thewcrgd nessof thelifeand well-being of themother. for whom

Rationale:

Webelievethat this state ment ismorein line with the teach-
ingsfromthe Bi ble.

q65.
PetitionNumber: 31975-FO-65.C-D

Homosexual unions

Therefore, beit re solved that the last sen tence of Paragraph
65C, TheBook of Disci pline, 1996, whichreads, “ Cer emoniesthat
cel ebratehomo sex ual unionsshall not beconducted by our minis
tersand shall not be con ducted in our churches, “ be deleted.

q65.
Petition Number: 31987-FO-65.C-D

Movefourth sen tence of 65C to 2624

Cer emoniesthat cel ebratehomo sex ual unionsshall not be
conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our
churches.

Be moved from said paragraphinthe Social Princi plesto
Paragraph 2624 (Chargeabl e Of fenses) intheJudi cial Administra
tion; to be added to Item 1, af ter “sex ual miscon duct, or sex ua
abuse”; toread: Cel ebratinghomo sex ual unions.

165.
Petition Num ber: 31984-FO-65.J-D

Ban on Par tial Birth Abor tion

Whereas, the Church haswit nessed and worked, through the
ages, toprotect “theleast of these” (Mat thew 25:40), including ur
born chil dren and their moth ers; that is, from the Didache to the
Church FathersfromMar tin Luther and John Cal vinand JohnWes
ley to Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Al bert Outler and
Paul Ramsey to Mother Teresa, the teach ers and teach ings of the
Church ave consistently pro moted pro tec tion of the un born and
theirmothers;

Whereas, the Bishops' Ini tiative on Children and Pov erty
charges us that “Nothing less than the reshaping of The United
Meth odist Churchinre sponseto the God Whoisamong ‘ the least
of these’ isrequired. Theeval uation of ev ery thingthe Churchis
anddoesinlight of theim pact onthechil drenandtheimpov er ished
isthegoal.” Thusour pol icy and practice of abor tion must also be
re shaped for the sake of the very least of these;

Whereas, Childrenand Pov erty continues: “ Communitiesof
faith shaped by God' spresencewiththemost vul ner ablerepresent
a ter nativesto[not compromiseswith] theval uesandvi sionsof the
prevail ing cul tureof might makesright, whichfavorsthepow er ful
over the pow er less, [the born over theun born)”;

Wheress, 165Jon abor tion, asit now reads, ismor aly ambig
uous, therefore, this paragraph is incapable of rendering moral
guidance on abortion that is consistent with historic Christian
teachingandwithitsown af fir mations; thisispar ticularly tragicin
Americansoci ety, whichhascounted over 35mil lionabor tionsper
formedsince1973andnow av er agesap proxi mately 3800abortions
per formed each day;

Whereas, 165J smoral am bi guity hasal lowed The United
Meth odist Church’sGen eral Board of Church and Soci ety, along
withtheWomen'’ sDi vi sion of the Gen eral Board of Global Minis
tries, toaf fili atewithandsupporttheReli giousCoali tionfor Repro
ductiveChoice, apoliti cal lobby that advo catesabortionondemand
inAmeri cansoci ety and contradicts65J sownassertionof “ The
sanctity of unbornhumanlife’;

Andwhereas, 165Jissuf fi ciently ambiguoustoal low United
Methodistlead erstosup port, inapublicway, thecontinuedlegal
status of par tial-birth abor tion, apro ce dure which only the most
radi cal advocatesof abortionapprove;

Thereforebeit re solved, that the 1999 ses sion of the North
Carolina Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
hereby chargesitsConfer enceSecretary, usingtheentirerationale
stated above, to peti tion Gen eral Confer ence 2000, inatimely and
ap pro pri ate man ner, to amend 653 of The Book of Disci plineto
read:

165J) ABOR TION—Thebeginning of lifeand theending of
lifearethe God-given bound ariesof humanexistence. Whileindi-
vid u alshave a ways had some de gree of con trol over when they
would die, they now have the awe some power to de ter minewhen
and even whether new indi vid u alswill beborn. Our belief inthe
sanctity of unborn humanlifemakesusreluctant to ap proveabor-
tion. But weareequally bound to re spect the sacred nessof thelife
and well-being of themather, for whom dev astat ing dam age may
resultfromanunaccept ablepregnancy. Inconti nuityinpast Christ
teaching, werec og nizetragic conflictsof lifewithlifethat may jus
tify abor tion, andin such caseswe sup port thelegal option of abor-
tionunder proper medi cal procedures. Wecannot af firmabor tion
asanac cept ablemeansof birthcontrol, andweuncondi tionally re
ject it asameans of gen der selection. We call all Christiansto
searchingand prayer ful inquiry intothesortsof condi tionsthat may
war rant abor tion. We com mit our Churchto continueto provide
nurturing ministriestothosewhoter mi nateapregnancy, tothosein
themidst of acri sispreg nancy, and to those who givebirth. Gov-
ernmental lawsandregulationsdonot provideall theguid ancere
quiredby theinformed Christianconscience. Therefore, adeci sion
concerning abortion should be made only after thoughtful and
prayer ful consider ationby thepar tiesinvolved, withmedi cal, pas
toral, and other ap pro pri atecounsel. We call upon the civil au-
thor i tiestoen act laws, begin ningwith aban on so-called par tial
birthabor tions, that will of fer protectiontotheunbornhuman
life. Inacul turewhich deval ueshu man life, the Churchisa
community of life, offering the life-giving, life-transforming
gospel of JesusChrist.

q65.
Petition Number: 31985-F0O-65.J-D

Ban on Par tial Birth Abor tions
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165J) ABOR TION—Thebeginning of lifeand theending of
lifearethe God-given bound ariesof humanex istence. Whileindi-
vid u alshave a ways had some de gree of con trol over when they
would die, they now have the awe some power to de ter mine when
and even whether new indi vid u alswill beborn. Our belief inthe
sanctity of unbornhumanlifemakesusreluc tant to ap proveabor-
tion. But weareequally bound to re spect the sacred nessof thelife
and well-being of the mother, for whom dev astat ing dam age may
resultfromanunacceptablepregnancy. Inconti nuityinpast Christ
teaching, werecognizetragic conflictsof lifewithlifethat may jus
tify abor tion, and in such caseswe sup port thelegal option of abor-
tionunder proper medi cal procedures. Wecannot af firmabortion
asanaccept ablemeansof birthcontrol, andweunconditionally re
jectitasameansof gender selection. A par tial-birthabor tionis
infanticide,andwe,withoutcondition,rejectthispracticeal so.
Wecall al Christiansto search ing and prayer ful in quiry into the
sorts of con di tionsthat may war rant abor tion. We com mit our
Churchtocontinuetoprovidenurturingministriestothosewhoter
mi nateapreg nancy, to thosein themidst of acri sispreg nancy, and
tothosewhogivebirth. Gov ernmental lawsandregulationsdo not
provideall the guid ance re quired by thein formed Christian con-
science. Therefore, adeci sionconcerningabor tionshouldbemade
only af ter thought ful and prayer ful consid er ation by thepar tiesin-
volved, withmedi cal, pastoral, and other ap propri atecounsel.

115.
Petition Number: 31972-FO-115-D

Doctrinal Standards
Addto the Book of Disci plineasparagraph 115.2:

All United Methodists are called to be disciples of Jesus
Christ. The United Meth od ist Church is called to be a faith ful
Christian churchinthe Wesleyan her i tage. Thisin cludeshon est
com mit ment by theclergy, in cluding the bish ops, and thelaity to
our Doctrinal Standardsasstatedin TheBook of Disci pline; toGod
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and to Je sus Christ as the Son of
God, theoneand only Sav ior of theworld, andtheLord of all. The
UnitedMethodist Churchshall rejectall kindsof idol atry andreject
worship of false gods and goddesses. Any leader, i.e., pastor,
bishop, or member of any United Methodist Church board of
agency failing to uphold this standard shall be brought up on
charges, whichif foundjusti fied, suchleader shall automati cally be
removed from of fice aswell asdefrocked.

1304.
Petition Number: 31981-FO-304-D

Amend 304toremover ef er encetohomosexual ity or
marriage

Amend paragraph 304 by makingthefol lowingaddi tionsand
deletions:

2. For thesake of themission of JesusChristintheworld and
themost ef fectivewit nesstothe Christiangospel, andinconsider-
ationof theinfluencean or dained ministry onthelivesof other per-
sons both within and out side the Church, the Church ex pectsthose
who seek or di nationto makeacom pletededi cation of themselves
tothehigh estidealsof the Christianlife. Tothisendthey agreeto
ex er ciseresponsi bleself-control by per sonal habitsconduciveto
bodily health, mental andemotional maturity,integrityandfidelity
inall per sonal relationships fideHity-inmartiageandceH-bacy-asin
gheness social responsi bil ity, andgrowthingraceandintheknowl-
edge and love of God.

3. Whileper sonsset apart by the Church for or dained minis
try are sub ject to all the frail ties of the hu man con di tion and the
pressuresof soci ety, and arerequired to maintainthehigh est stan-
dardsof hon I|v |ng in theworld S| ncethepractlceof homosexuak

|sters or ap p0| nted toservein The Unlted M eth od ist Church

1304.
Petition Number: 31986-FO-304.3-D

Retain lan guagein second sen tenceof 304.3

Retain the sec ond sen tence of §304.3 of The Book of Disci-
pline (1996), page 172, which reads:

Since the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with
Christianteaching, self-avowed practicinghomosex ualsarenotto
beac cepted ascan di dates, or dained asministers, or ap pointed to
servein The United Meth od ist Church.

Petition Num ber : 31988-FO-NonDis-O

DoctrinalIntegrity

Tothemem bersof the2000 General confer enceof theUnited
MethodistChurch

WHEREAS; Peo pleneedright think ingandright teachingin
establishing arelation ship with God through Je sus Christ, and to
liverightly day by day, and to stand firmintimesof troubles; and

WHEREAS, Thereisapresent cri sisintheUnitedMethodist
Church, coming from those who treat the ol ogy asamat ter of per-
sonal ex per i mentationandwhousetheumbrellaof plural ismand
inclusivenesstosupportandagendaof theol ogi cal rel ativism; and

WHEREAS: Somesemi nary teach ersand church of fi cials
ex changethehistori cal faithbased onBibli cal standardsfor politi-
cal, sexual or gender-basedideol ogieswithreli giousbeneers; and

WHEREAS: Theancient condemnedher esiescontinuetore
appear in modern theol ogiesinsomesemi nary teachingandin
some United Meth od i st church boardsand agen cies,

THERE FORE, BE IT RE SOLVED: That thelowaAn nual
Confer encesupportsdoctrinal integrity whichincludesgiving pri-
macy to Scrip ture, re-en gage ment of the Wesleyandevotiona tra
di tion, and anew obe di enceto God in the form ing of our livesin
cov enantcommuni tiesaf ter thepat tern of themind of JesusChrist,
our Lord.

31990-FO-NonDis-O

ConcerningtheMeaningoftheSocial Princi ples

Wepeti tionthat the Gen eral Confer encedi rectstherespec
tiveBoards(or Commissions), whichregularly work ontheSocial
Princi ples, tohear andtakeintoconsider ationall of theex peri ences
of theworldwidechurchrelatedtoethi cal questions, andfromthis
toclearly indi catewhich parts, or parts, of the Prin ¢i pleshavethe
characteristic of being fundamental, are in accordance with the
Gospel, and arethereforevalid for al Christians.

Rational: Our Ex peri encesandObservations

1. TheSocid Princi plesmaketheclaimthat they takeastand
on the hu man questionsand prob lems of the contem porary wold.
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They for mulatetheopinionof theGeneral Confer encewithregard
to these broad fields:

a) TheNatura World

b) TheNur turing Commu nity
¢) TheSocial Community

d) TheEconomic Community
€) ThePoliti cal Community
f) TheWorld Com mu nity

2. TheSocial Prinicpleswerepre pared and for mu lated by a
Boardof theGeneral Confer ence, whichitself consistedentirely of
Ameri cans. Thismeansthat theopinionsandcri tiqueswerefor mu
lated from the per spectiveof theexistingsituationin Ameri can
(United Statesof America) soci ety. Therearemany fundamental
guestionswhich can be sup ported and ap proved of by Method ists
worldwide. Y et there are al so questionswhich arenot rel evant to
thesituationinEurope, Asia, or Africa.

3. Wewishto put for wardthefol low ing ob ser vations:

a) Our world con sistsnot only of East and West, but of North
and South.

b) Througout Europe, Af rica, and Asiatherelivemany dif fer
ent peopleswiththeir owncul tures, histories, reli gions, languages,
andvaryingsocial realities.

c) Already we observe that within the European situation
changes and de vel op mentstake place at dif fer ent speeds. The
churchmust takethese dif fer encesinto consider ationinitsminis
try.

4. In the Cold War era these dif fer enceswith our fel low
Christiansin Central, South ern, and East ern Eu rope could not be
discussed and debated. Thepoliti cal situation madesub sequent
discussionsabout politi cal, economic, socia andreli giousprinci-
plesimpossi bleatthattime. A di aloguehasnow begun, andweex-
peri encedif fer encesinopinionsabout thesemat ters. Eachopinion
hasits cor rect ness and no one should be made sub or di nateto an-
other.

5. If theGenera Confer enceof theUnited Methodist Church
truly wishesto com ment on the hu man questionsand prob lems of
our time, and does n't wish to speak only to the Christiansin the
United States of Amer ica, then it must seek to do justiceto the di-
ver sity of theworld.

Sub mitted by the Ex ec utive Commit tee of the Central Con-
fer enceof Central and Southern Europe.

General and Judicial Administration

1266.

Petition Number: 31971-GJ-266-D$

LaityDayOffering
11266. Thespecial Sundaysin TheUnited Methodist Church
areintendedtobeil lustrativeof thenatureand call ing of thechurch
andarecd ebratedannually. Thespecia Sundaysareplacedonthe
cal en dar to make clear the call ing of the church as the peo ple of

God, andtogiveper sonstheoppor tunity of contributingof feringso
special programs.

Six specia churchwide Sundaysprovidefor churchwideof-
feringsto do deedsex pressive of our commit ment: Human Rela
tionsDay, OneGreat Hour of Sharing, World Com mu nion Sunday,
United Methodist Student Day, Peacewith Justice Sunday, and Na
tiveAmeri can AwarenessSunday. Twospecia Sundaysarewith
out church wide offering: Heritage Sunday and Laity Sunday.
Three church wide Sun days, Christian Ed u cation, Golden Cross,
andRural LifeSundays, provideop por tuni tiesfor annual confer-
enceof ferings. Laity Sunday providesan op por tu nity for the
Confer enceBoard of Laity todesignateand of fer ingfor alay
led projectinthean nual confer ence. (Bal anceof paragraph 266
continues.)

(Relateto above)

268.2. Laity Sunday—L aity Sunday shall beob served an nu-
ally, pref erably onthethird Sunday inOctober. Laity Sunday calls
the Church to cel e bratetheministry of all lay Christians, astheir
lives are em pow ered for ministry by the Holy Spirit. Theob ser-
vanceof Laity Sunday shall beunder thegeneral super vi sionof the
General Board of Disci pleship. Any general agency of theChurch
that desirestorec om mend athemefor agivenyear for thisSunday
may do so two years prior to the ob ser vance for which therec om-
mendationismade. ThisrecommendationistobemadetotheGen
eral Board of Disci pleship, andthedeci sion of thean nual themeof
this Sunday shall be made by the vot ing mem bers of the Gen eral
Boardof Disci pleship. TheConfer enceBoard of Laity may des
ignatealay led project for which an of fer ingmay berequested
through out thean nual confer ence.

(Alsorelated to paragraph 266)
1630.2

d) Toprovidesup portanddi rectionfor suchlay programsas
lay speak ing, theob ser vance of Laity Day, which may in cludea
confer encewideof fer ingfor alayled project, and thework of lay
lead ersonthelocal anddistrictlev els.

7267.
Petition Number: 31968-GJ-267.3-D$

Clar ify useof World Com mu nion Sunday receipts
Deletethefirst sentenceof §267.3, sec ond paragraph.
Amend 1267.3, third paragraph, asfol lows:

a) 50 per cent for Cru sade Schol ar ships, tobead ministered
by the f f Gen eral Board of
Global Ministries,with at least onehalf of thean nual amount for
ministriesbeyondtheUnited Statesof Amer ica;

Global Ministries

11312.
Petition Number: 31969-GM-1312.1-D

Includemissioninstitutionsaspotential mortgagees
Amend 1312.1.i asfol lows:

...for the pur pose of mak ing first mort gage loansto United
Meth odist churches, districts, city soci eties, districtunions, mis-
sioninstitutions, or confer encechurchex tensionagenciesfor the
pur chaseof sites...
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30113-GM-NonDis-O

UMW havestu dent li ai son with cam pusministersand
chap lains& work with GBHEM

Whereas, anim por tant and historiclink ex isted betweenthe
or ganicpredecessorstotheUnited Meth odist Womenand campus
ministriesprior to 1968, and

Whereas, thislink en hanced there cruit ment of stu dentsinto
campusministry programsthrough out thenations, and

Whereas, campusministry programsarethebest oppor tunity
on any cam pusto reach, teach and |ead stu dentson their faith jour-
ney;

Therefore, beit re solved that the Desert South west Con fer-
ence Board of Higher Ed u cation and Cam pusMinistry, withthe
sup port of the Desert Southwest United Meth odist Women and the
Desert South west Confer ence Council onMinistries, peti tionthe
General Confer encetorequest that eachlo cal United Meth odist
Women' sunithaveanof fi cerresponsi blefor studentli ai son,com:
mu ni catingto cam pusministersand chaplainsthenamesof young
peopleattendingvariouscol legesanduni versities,and

Beit fur ther re solved that thisof fi cer work in coop er ation
withthelo cal churchwork areain Higher Ed u cation and Cam pus
Ministry, uti lizingtheresourcesof theDi vi sion of Higher Edu ca
tion of theGen eral Board of Higher Ed u cationand Ministry.

Higher Education and Ministry

133.
PetitionNumber: 31982-HE-33-C

Amend 33- Change*“or dained ministerial” to“clergy”

133. ArticlelV. Theordainedministerial clergydel egatesto
theGenera Confer enceandtothejurisdictional or central confer-
ence shall be elected by and from thecler gy mem bers of the er
dained ministerial members in full connection with the annual
conferenceor provi sional annual conference.

248.
PetitionNumber: 31977-HE-248.7-D

AbsenteeBallot

Whereas, when a church has been com pletely de stroyed, a
special chargeconfer encewill becalledfor thedisposi tion of that
matter.

Wheress, all mem berswill benoti fied of saidtimeand place.

Whereas, thespecial session called for shall betheonly busi-
ness of that mat ter and, fol low ing the Book of Discipline, only
mem bersin at ten dance may have avote.

Wheresas, therearenoprovi sionsprovidedinthe Book of Dis
cipline 1996 for unforeseeablesit uationof membersnotbeingable
toattend.

Thereforebeitresolved, to add af ter thefol low ing sentence
inParagraph 248:7:

The pur pose of such special sessionshall bestatedinthecal,
and only such busi ness shall betrans acted asin har mony with the
pur pose of thecall.

Sealedabsenteebal lot, asrequested by member andreceived
back beforethechurchconfer encevote, will beconsideredavote.

1355.
PetitionNumber: 31970-HE-355.1-D

Endmandatoryretirement
Wheress, lifeex pectancy continuestorise, and

Whereas, many clergy are healthy and vi tal and undi min
ished skillswell into their 70’s and be yond, and

Whereas, a num ber of clergy con tinue to serve churchesin
theretired supply status, and

Wheress, there is an increasing shortage of clergy in the
United Meth odist Church, and

Whereas, mandatory retirement causestheunwar rantedloss
of ef fectiveand ex ceptional clergy, includingthoseservinginthe
episcopacy, and

Whereas, pro ceduresarein placetoremoveappointedclergy
fromtheap pointivepro cessfor cause, includinginef fectiveness,
and

Whereas, weaf firmthat “ Ev ery per sonhasarighttoajobata
livingwage.” (Paragraph67.C),

THEREFORE, | petition the General Conference of the
United Meth od ist Church meeting in session at Cleveland, Ohio,
May 2-12, 2000, to end man datory retirement in the United Meth-
odist Churchby removingall ref er encesto man datory retirement
for clergy fromtheBook of Disci pline,including, but notlimitedto:

1) Deletetheentirecontent of Paragraph 335.1, renumber the
remaining paragraphsaccordingly (Paragraph335.2becomesPara
graph355.1, etc.), andamending all ref er encestotheseparagraphs
toreflect the changes.

2) AmendParagraph409.1by deleting“Mandatory” making
theti tlessimply be* Retirement.”

3) Amend Paragraph 409.1aby chang ing “shall beretired”
to"may retire” sothat the sentencebegins“ A bishop may retireon
August 31 nextfol lowing..."

4) Amend Paragraph 714.3 by

a) deletingthesec ond full sentence*Mandatory retirement
for electiveand ap point ive staff shall be at age sev enty.” and

b) amendingthecur rentthirdfull sentenceby deleting” other
employed” sothat it reads,” Thereshall benomandatory retirement
age for staff.”

5)Makingall edi torial changestoother paragraphsthat refer
toman datory retire ment or the above paragraphsasneeded to re-
flect theending of mandatory retirementintheUnited Method ist
Church.

1414.
Petition Number: 31983-HE-414.3-D

Responsi bil itiesof BishopstoGiveSpir i tual and Tem poral
L eader ship

Amend 414.3 to read:

Toguard, transmit, teach, and pro claim, cor porately andin-
dividually,theapostolicfaithasitisex pressedin Scriptureane-tra-
di tion, and, asthey areled and en dowed by the Spirit, toin ter pret
thatfaithevnagalicahyandpropheticalhy and our Wesleyantradi-

tion.
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12626.
PetitionNumber: 31973-HE-2626.2-D

Deleteparagraph 2626.2
Investi gationand Tria of aBishop

WHEREAS in re cent years some ques tions have arisen re-
gardingthefair nessinthehear ing and pro cessing of a legationsof
im proper activ ity by aBishop; and

WHEREASitisdesir ablethat not eventheap pear anceof fa
voritismorlack of full and proper consider ationbepresent, if for no
other reasonthanthat afinding of “not guilty” will removeany pos
si blelingering suspi cion by per sonsnot present at thetrial; and

WHEREASitisdesirableandimpor tantthat all per sons be-
lievethat afind ing of innocent istrue and cor rect;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED BY THE 2000 GEN-
ERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH THATIN PARA GRAPHS413.2AND 413.3WHER-
EVER “Col legeof Bishopsinthat jurisdictional or central confer-
ence or “CoHegeof Bisheps- appearsthey shall bereplaced by the
term*“ Council of Bishops’.; AND BEIT FURTHERRE SOLVED
THAT IN PARA GRAPH 413.3a) thewords “for ward it to theju-

isdicti orcen a) ommi I estigation” be

Council of Bishops committee on investigation”; AND BE IT
FURTHER RE SOLVED THAT IN PARA GRAPH 413.3b) the
fol low ing words be added: “ The Coun cil of Bishopscom mit tee
oninvesti gationshall reviewthedeci sion of anyjurisdictional
or central conference committee on episcopacy on matters
which havebeenreferred tothem. Af ter reviewingthat deci-
siontheCouncil of BishopsCommitteeoninvesti gationmayre
fer the matter for further judicial consideration and trial.”;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT PARAGRAPH
2626.2(a) and (b) BE DELETED.

I ndependent Commissions

New Title

30286-1 C-2303-D$

I ncreaseCom mission mem ber ship by 14; W SF sup plement
fundsraised by the Commission

12402.
Peti tion Number: 31980-1C-2402.2-D

Responsi bleRelationswiththeNational Coun cil of Chur ches

Wepeti tionthat thefol low ing beaddedin TheBook of Disci-
pline as 2402.2.d:

TheUnitedMethodist Churchshall relateecumeni cally with
al will ing Christian churchesand especially withdenomi nations
sharingaWesleyan her i tage. The United Meth od ist Church shall
par tici pateinthe National Council of Churchesin sofar asthisis
consistentwithclassi cal Christianity asstatedinthehistoricChris
tianecumeni cal creeds, andshall withholdfundsfromtheactivities
of theNational Council of Churchesthat fail tomeet thisstandard.

Local Church

Petition Number: 31971-GJ-266-D$

Laity Day Of fering

1266. Thespecia Sundaysin TheUnited Meth odist Church
areintendedtobeil lustrativeof thenatureand call ing of thechurch
andarecel ebratedannually. Thespecial Sundaysareplacedonthe
cal en dar to make clear the call ing of the church as the peo ple of
God, andtogiveper sonstheopportunity of contributingof feringso
special programs.

Six specia churchwide Sundaysprovidefor churchwideof-
feringsto do deedsex pressive of our commit ment: Human Rela
tionsDay, OneGreat Hour of Sharing, World Com munion Sunday,
United Methodist Student Day, Peacewith Justice Sunday, and Na
tiveAmeri can AwarenessSunday. Twospecia Sundaysarewith
out church wide offering: Heritage Sunday and Laity Sunday.
Three church wide Sun days, Christian Ed u cation, Golden Cross,
andRural LifeSundays, provideop por tuni tiesfor annual confer-
enceof ferings. Laity Sunday providesan op por tu nity for the
Confer enceBoard of Laity todesignateand of fer ingfor alay
led projectinthean nual confer ence. (Bal anceof paragraph 266
continues.)

(Relateto above)

268.2. Laity Sunday—L aity Sunday shall beob served annu-
aly, pref er ably onthethird Sunday inOctober. Laity Sunday calls
the Church to cel ebratetheministry of all lay Christians, astheir
lives are em pow ered for ministry by the Holy Spirit. Theob ser-
vanceof Laity Sunday shall beunder thegen eral super vi sionof the
Genera Boardof Disci pleship. Any genera agency of theChurch
that desirestorec om mend athemefor agivenyear for thisSunday
may do so two years prior to the ob ser vance for which therec om-
mendationismade. ThisrecommendationistobemadetotheGen
eral Board of Disci pleship, andthedeci sion of thean nual themeof
this Sunday shall be made by the vot ing mem bers of the Gen eral
Boardof Disci pleship. TheConfer enceBoard of Laity may des
ignatealay led project for which an of fer ingmay berequested
throughout theannual confer ence.

(Alsorelated to paragraph 266)
1630.2

d) Toprovidesup portanddi rectionfor suchlay programsas
lay speak ing, theob ser vance of Laity Day, which may in cludea
confer encewideof fer ingfor alayled project, and thework of lay
lead ersonthelocal anddistrictlev els.

Petitions Voided by Committee on Reference
31922

31924
31132

Petitions Referred to New Legislative
Committee
Pet.# - From - To

30216 - CS - GM
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30571 -CS -GM
30579 - CS -GM
30583 - CS - GM
31024 - GF - FO
31279-GJ-CO3
1373 -CS-IC

31735-CS-FO
31754 -CS-IC
31757 -GJ - FO
31760 - DI - IC
31782 - CS - DI
31801 -FO-LC



