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OLSEN (continued): “Ful filling Christ’s
Mission,” developed from consultations
across the church, was a shared tool for
eval uationandplanning. Andwhileweare
delighted with the prog ress made this qua-
drennium, we are areadyanticipating an
even more open process in the next four
years. The General Council onMinistries
has worked on your be half in many places
acrossthe church. GCOM continuesto pro-
vide an arena for re search of mission and
ministry for the present and thefu ture. An
inter agency task force hasbeen meetingto
assure ongoing resources for the entire
church.

Iniatives for Black Churches
and YouthMinistry

Out of our recogni tionfor even greater
mutual col laborationinthisarea, you have
in your reports a recommendation by
GCOM foracom prehensiveresearch plan
for our denomi- nation. The Gen eral Con-
fer enceof 1996 asked the Gen eral Council
onMinistriestoassistinnew majorini tia
tives. Strengthening the Black Church for
the Twenty-First Century’s purpose is to
help predominately Black congregations
becomemoreef fectiveintheirministry and
mission. Strong, grow ing, and vi brant con
gregationsarematchedwithcongregations
in transition to breathe life into worship,
outreach, evangelism, andmission.

The Shared Mission Focus on Young
Peopleisaglobal initiativethatisencour ag
ing the entire denominationto reorderits
pri ori tiestobetter respondtoyoung people,
specifically those between the ages of
twelve and thirty. Do you re al ize that this
ex citing ef fortisawak ening the churchto
all sortsof possi bil i tiesfor transfor mation
by bringing new lifetocommuni tiesandlo-
cal congregations?

Y ou will hear more about both these ini-
tiativeslater intheconfer ence. Sinceitsin
ception,theGenera Council onMinistries
hasconsistently provided sup porttoethnic
ministries and initiatives. GCOM has
brought together caucus leadership and
genera agency ministriesrelatingtoethnic
consistencies. Wevi sionthefutureof The

United Methodist Church by examining
pop u lation trendswhich clearly show that
intwenty yearstherewill beadramaticin-
creaseinracial ethnic per sonsinev ery an
nual confer enceinthe United States. Three
out of ev ery four new indi vidualsinUSA
will beracial eth nic per sons. Our commit
ment to these ministriesis seenin our sup-
port and re quest for full fund ing of each.

Through out theselast four years, GCOM
has been an essential thread of our
connectional transfor mation.

(Applause)

Over the next few days, the Generd
Council on Ministrieswill continuetore
port on the mission and ministry of the
church. Youwill hear and seeanincredi ble
report fromthe Ad vancefor Christ and His
Churchandareport of how weareful fill ing
Christ's mission in the world as United
Methodists.

Wecall you to continue on thisex citing
jour ney with usaswe glimpse God’' smove
ment in our world. We cel e brate with you
thegood news. United Meth odistsareinthe
en tire world through our con nec tion, and
be cause of that, each one of usisalso pres-
ent. Surely thatisareasonto cel ebrate.

(Applause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: This ends this re-
port. We thank you very much for this en-
couraging report for the work which is
be hind the sto ries you have told us and for
the per spec tive you have given us for our
church. This ends the busi ness of to day, |
have some cards over there, first mike4 and
then mike 7.

MotiontoRecycle
General Confer encePaper

ED WARD A. KAIL (lowa): Thank you
Bishop, Ed Kail, lowa Conference clergy
delegate. | move that the Commission on
General Conferencethroughitsappropri ate
committeeberequestedto makeprovi sion
fortherecy cling of mixed of ficepaper used
and dis carded by the del e gates, staff, cau-
cuses, visi tors, and other per son nel of this
Gen eral Con fer ence. And that such pro vi-
sion bean nounced to the con fer ence by the
end of theday’ swork on Fri day, May 5thor
assoonaspossi ble.

BISHOP KLAIBER: In this seconded?
Do we need to discussmotion?

KAIL: | hope not.

BISHOP KLAIBER: It seems not. Do
you want to speak to it?

KAIL: Thank you Bishop, it's been no-
ticedthat thepaperisstackingup. Itappears
it' sjustgoingtobetrashedunlessprovi sion
ismade. So many of usin our churches, our
busi nesses, andinsti tutionshavethisprovi-
sion. Itseemsanap propri atethingfor stew-
ardsof God’' screation.

BISHOP KLAIBER: | see no body wants
thefloor tothis. Yes, | see somebody. Goto
mike 4.

JAMES MOONEYHAN: Excuse me.
Thank you Bishop. My name is James
Mooneyhan, | am a clergy delegate from
North Geor gia.

(Laughter)

Weareall one. Onaseri ousnote, | makea
mo tion that the United Meth od ists Church
in General Conference session, May 5,
2000 express to the Roman Catholic
Church...

BISHOP KLAIBER: Wait a mo ment. |
will enter tain you in amo ment but, there
wasanother motionpendingsolet’ svoteon
this mo tion. Can we vote with the vot ing
machine? So it'samo tion about there cy-
cling of thepaper, yes? Soif you agree, vote
1 yes, when the light ap pears, 2, no, when
thelightappears... It'scarried. | firstwant
toenter tain an other per sonat mike7and |
come back to you. Mike7.

Sparcityof Translators
Becomesa Confer encelssue

TERRI RAE CHATTIN (Bat
more-Washington): Bishop | movethat this
Gen eral Conferncedeter mineaway torec-
tify the cur rent in justice of the lack and full
andequal partici pationof our central confer
encedf fili ated, autonomousandconcor dant
delegates due to the lack of an inadequate
num ber of lan guagein ter pret ers.if | could
getasecond, i'dliketo speak to thisissue.

BISHOP KLAIBER: A sec ond? Clearly
seconded.

CHATTIN: | riseto speak con cerning a
great injustice occurring right here, right
now at our General Confer ence. Asl speak,
| represent two groups. Thefirstisthedel e
gates from South Congo, Tanzania, and
North and South west Katongawho can not
fully and equally par tici pate be cause of an
inadequatenumber of inter preters. Thesec
ond is the Legidative Committee on
Church and So ci ety which voted by 60%to
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sus pend all ac tions of our work un til this
justiceissueisad dressed.

(Applause)

CHATTIN: Let megiveabrief synopsis
of thesit uation. Dueto thislack of inter-
preters, many del egatesfromtheaforemen
tioned confer encesdeter minedtoat tendthe
ChurchandSoci ety L egislativeCommittee
where an interpreter would be. This of
course meant that these del e gates, not of fi-
cialy assigned to the Church and So ci ety
commit teewereleft withpossi blevoice, if
granted, but cer tainly not vote. Thissitua
tionwasnot ac cept abletoei ther thesedel e
gates nor the members of our committee.
These are the is sues at stake: We state we
areglobal church through our opening wor-
ship, episco pal ad dress, pro posed CPT re-
port, even our GCOM report, yet our
actionsdo not val i date our words. We say
westand in sol i dar ity with our sistersand
brothers of the world yet we do not hold
our selvesac count abletoall that means. We
can even at times talk out of both sides of
our mouth. At oneGen eral Confer encewe
can pass resolutions opposing “English
only” inour schoolsand gov ern ment in sti-
tutions, yet we blatantly violate our own
recommendations.

Imagine yourself having traveled thou-
sands of miles, em pow ered to vote on be-
half of the many folks back home only to
arriveandfindyour self immedi ately disen
franchised.

Itispainful notto beinvited to be part of
deci sionmaking. Itismorepainful tobein
vited and then dis cover it was less than a
genuine invitation because the resources
needed to truly partici pate have not been
provided.

(Applause)

| amasailor and | would liken thisto be-
inginvitedtogoonasail ingex pedi tionand
| ar riveandwhen | get therel only discover
| wasto bring my own sail boat and it wasto
be provisioned before| ever got there.

BISHOP KLAIBER: You're more than
three min utes, you' ve got to close.

CHATTIN: Ok. | will wrapitup. It'stime
forustorectify thisinjusticeat thisGeneral
Conference and future General Confer
ences. Therearesev eral optionsbeforeus.
We may amend the rules. We may try to
find some more funding to provide ade
guateinter pret ers. I’mtry ing to en gageus
in di alog todiscover how we'regoingto
rectify thisinjusticeright here, right now, in
Cleveland. Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you. First |
have to know if there are any objections
from the floor of the General Conference
that we ex tend our timeto fin ish this busi-
ness because we are over time aready.
There’snoobjection, sol havenoticed that
the Gen eral Board of Global Ministriesis
working on this just now and Randy Nu-
gent, the gen eral sec retary would speak to
this, if hewould be in vited by the Gen eral
Confer encetodothis. Isthereamotionto
give him the floor?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: He's a del e
gate.

BISHOP KLAIBER: He's a delegate?
So, you are OK. Mike6.

Explanationof Translator Policy

RANDOLPHW.NU GENT (New Y ork):
Thank you Bishop Klaiber. | think wefirst
would need to un der stand how in the past
we have hadto op er ateand pro videfor the
ser vicesof inter pretation. Therule of the
General Con fer ence was that there would
be two lan guages for—two lan guages and
onlytwolegislativecommittees. Sofor ex-
ample, wewereonly abletoprovide, notice,
abletoprovidefor example, Frenchfor two
legislativecommittees. If you follow that
throughfor ev erylanguage, foreverylegis
lativecommittee, for nolessthantwointer
pretersinacommittee, youcomeoutwitha
num ber of about 100. And that isasub stan-
tial cost.

Wehave, at the present, com mit ted our-
selvesto try to find about, for the next sev-
eral days, 40-60 interpreters. That would
mean that wearegoingtogototheuni ver s-
tiesin the area, these would bevol un teers,
to some de gree; to the staff of the Gen eral
Board of Global Ministries; and to other
ser viceswhichwecan find. The cost of that
has not been pro vided by Gen eral Con fer-
ence, but weinthe Gen eral Board of Global
Ministriesfeel that thegreatinjusticewhich
has been doneto the del e gates, needsto be
rectified and we will try to work assidu
ously tobringsomeadjust menttothissitua
tion.

BISHOPKLAIBER: ... Thereissome
thing done, but we have still the orig i nal
motion, | havetwo. ..theyel low...over
here, yesin deed, go to mike 8. And now
weareback ontheorigi nal motion, which
askstheGeneral Confer encetodoall that
ispossi bletoim provethesit uation, not
tell ing ushow it bedone, but justtodoiit.
Now, mike 8.

CHARLES S.G. BOAYUE, JR. (De-
troit): I'malsoanativeof Li beria. | have
heard the comments just made from the
General Board of Global Ministries. They
seemvery in ad e quate, and | ap plaud the

Legislative Committee on Church and
Society and encourage them to remain
suspendedintheirwork until thisGeneral
Conference reenfranchises duly-elected
del egatestothe2000General Conference
from Af rica. | fur ther would ask that this
shameful act should not be al lowedtore
sur faceinthisGeneral Confer enceagain.
Totalk of aglobal church and not take ac-
tionstoday that ev ery del egateelectedto
thisGeneral Confer encebeprovidedfor,
then | pro pose that this Gen eral Con fer-
ence movefromtheuse of Englishto one
of thelan guagesin Congo (Ap plause)and
al lowthedel egatesheretoex peri encethe
injusticethat this might causeif we pro-
ceed with any more busi nesswith out the
rectifi cationof thisinjustice. Sol standin
support of the motion presented this
morningby theCommitteeon Churchand
Soci ety asadel egatefromDetroitbornin
Liberia.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you. This
wasa. ..

(Applause)

BISHOPKLAIBER:. .. speechinfavor.
Are there speeches against the mo tion? Is
there a speech against the motion? Yes,
shall we get on? Mike 6.

RICH ARD PARKER (New York): This
isnot against themo tion, but it isasub sti-
tutemotion, Bishop.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK.

PARKER: May | do that, Bishop?

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, you arein or-
der.

Solutionsto Translator ProblemProposed

PARKER: I'dliketo movethefol lowing
substitute motion, that all delegates now
present at theGen eral Confer encewhoare
forced becauseof lack of translationtositin
legislativecommitteestowhichthey arenot
properly assigned be granted vote in that
legislativecommitteeuntil adequatetrans
lation has been pro vided, so that they can
vote in the com mit tees to which they were
originallyassigned.

BISHOPKLAIBER: Isthisrealy asub-
sti tute, or isthisanaddi tional motion?What
isyour . ..

PARKER: WEell, Bishop, I'd be glad to
makethat asan ad di tional motion, or asan
amend ment tothefirstmotion, toprovidea
way of mov ing usthrough theim passe.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I think it would be
ad di tion, anamend ment by ad di tion.

PARKER: Thank you.

BISHOP KLAIBER: | think this would
beinorder.
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PARKER: Thank you, sir.

BISHOPKLAIBER: | think that meansto
suspendtherules, and we need atwo-thirds
majority,andwecannot debatethis. It' snot
debat ablebecauseitistosuspendtherules.
| see some body back there. What is your
concern?Mike6?

JASON PAULSMEYER (Missouri
East): Bishop, | would liketo of fer asub sti-
tute motion to the previously introduced
amend ment, if that would beinor der at this
time.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, | hope so,
please.

(Laughter)

PAULSMEYER: | would move that the
Commissionon Church. . . or, ex cuse me,
theCommissiononGeneral Conferencebe
required to immediately take any and all
stepsnecessary toensurefull partici pation
of all del egatestothe2000 General Confer-
enceisguar anteed under Section 6, Part C,
and Section 8, Part D of the Or gani zation
and Rules of Or der previ ously adopted by
this body, including voting and speaking
privilegesinall legislativecommitteesfor
all del egatesfor whomtranslationisneces
sary.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Isthis also the need
to suspend therules?

PAULSMEYER: No, | would be lieve it
would not benecessary tosuspendtherules

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK.

PAULSMEYER: . . . it's smplyaction
and re quire ment of this body to the Com-
missiononGeneral Conference.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Hasthisasec ond?
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKERS: Second.

BISHOP KLAIBER: A sec ond. So, now
wearein adif fi cult po si tion. Wehavean
amendment which enacts something, and
wehaveasub sti tuteto theamend ment. The
substi tuteisnow beforeus. It’s. . . hetriesto
helpusinsituationwithout suspendingthe
rule. Can you . . . can you read this again,
that peo plecanlook at—in cluding me—to
look at whereyou arerefer ringto? Canyou
read this again? Mike 6.

PAULSMEY ER: The sec tions of the or-
gani zationandrulesthat | wasreferringto
areSection 6, Part C,and Section 8, Part D.,
and | do not have my DCA with me, so |
can't give you page num bers off the top of
my head—unfortunately.

BISHOP KLAIBER: And now, tell us,
what . .. whatisyour . . .

PAULSMEYER:You . . .would you like
metorereadthe. ..

BISHOP KLAIBER: Y es, yes—the mo-
tion.

PAULSMEYER: OK. That the Com mis-
sionontheGeneral Confer enceberequired
toimmedi ately takeany andall stepsneces
sary toensurefull partici pationof all del e
gates to the 2000 General Confer enceas
guaranteed under Section 6, Part C, and
Section 8, Part D, of theOr gani zation and
Rulesof Or der previ ously adopted by this
body, includingvotingand speak ing priv i
legesinall legislativecommitteesof del e
gatesfor whomtranslationisnecessary.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, and that's a
substitute for the amendment which calls
for suspend ing therulein or der to makeit
possi bleto those who are not able to have
translation...OK. (laughter) Letmebegin
my sentence again. Thereisasub sti tuteto
the amend ment which would sus pend the
rulesin or der to makeit possi blefor those
who have not atranslationintherest of the
legislative committees to be in the ones
where they have trandation, you want to
speak again to this?

PAULSMEYER: Yes, Bishop, | would
like to of fer afriendly amend ment to my
ownmotion. | wouldliketo makethisasub-
sti tuteto al that isbeforeus.

BISHOPKLAIBER: OK,isthisinor der?
(Laughter) My advi sor saysthat’ snotinor-
der,so... (laughter) OK,andl ... | should
pause to make translationpossi blebefore
we vote, so again, | have an other . . Isthat
San draLackore? Mike 8. And you haveto
speak to thelast mo tion, the sub sti tute for
theamend ment.

Question Asked
About TranslationExpense

SAN DRA LACKORE: Bishop, | havea
pointof clarification.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.

LACKORE: Doesthesuspensioninclude
asuspensionof therefer ral to GCFA to put
adol lar figuretotheaction?

BISHOP KLAIBER: We have now . . .
Themotionwehavenow beforeusisnota
suspension of therules, so, if thereisarule
to havethisto GCFA, it’ snot sus pended, so

LACKORE: So it—so it would come to
usfor adol lar figure?Isthatwhat . . . isthat
thedesireof theConfer ence?

BISHOP KLAIBER: If these are the
rules, it will come. . ..

LACKORE: Thank you.

BISHOP KLAIBER: . . . and the mover
wants to speak to this? Mike 6?

PAULSMEYER: Bishop, | may be able
toclarify. Asmy motionwasworded, it did

say any and al steps necessary, which
wouldinclude, of course, fi nancial impli ca
tions.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, this is what
we'll ... 1 haveanother per sonat mike7, the
one...thegentlemanwiththeyel low sheet,
isfirst. ..

WILLIAM SMALLWOOD (Missis
sippi): | want to seeif thisisin or der, be-
causel’mkindalostintheprocess, butisthe
motion.. .| want to—I want to makeamo-
tionaf ter | get thisan swer—isthistoal low
thepeo plewho’ vebeendisenfranchisedto
votein com mit teeswheretherearetransla
torsavail able?

BISHOP KLAIBER: As far as | under
stand the last mo tion, there hasto have the
possi hil ity tobeintheir respectivelegisla
tive committees—that’'s what has to be
done. So it does not have to be doneif itis
notpossi ble.

SMALLWOOD: All right, so then I'd
liketo of fer an amend ment to that, if it'sin
order.

BISHOPKLAIBER: | don't think wecan
havean other amend ment, asub sti tutefor an
amend ment. So, if you. .. | don’tthinkit's
inor der. The next oneishere, ontwo. Yes.
And...it'smike2.

STEPHEN DECKARD (North Central
New York Conference): | move a fif -
teen-minute recess until we can resolve
some of theseis suesand movefor ward.

BISHOP KLAIBER: | think it is not de-
bat able, isit? Re cess? Fif teen-min utesre-
cess? Let’slook inmy book |et.

(BriefDiscussion)

Presiding Bishop Ezplains
ParliamentarySituation

OK, thereis. .. It'snot de bat able. Isit
sec onded? Sec onded. So, now, it snot de-
bat able. | have amo tion to have are cess,
andit’ snot de bat able. Who wantsto recess
now for fif teenmin utes, please. Vote, when
thelight ap pears. Onefor “yes,” andtwofor
“no.” Who wantsto have afif teen-min utes
recess...ltisno. Solet metry toex plainto
youtheparliamentary situation. Wehavea
main motion, which was moved by the
Churchand Soci ety committee, whichsays,
theGenera Confer encehastolook af ter ac
equateinter pretations. That’' sthemainmo-
tion. Wedid not dis cussthisnow. Thenwe
have an amend ment, which says, aslong as
its not provided—adequate transla
tion—we should suspend the rules that
thosedel egateswhoneedtranslationcanbe
inthoselegislativecommitteeswherethey
havethistranslation, and beableto bethere
with voiceand vote. That’ stheamend ment
that isnow beforeus— thesub sti tutefor the
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amend ment, which says, the Gen eral Con-
fer ence Commission hasto give the pos si-
bil i tiesof providinginter pret ersnow, that
thesepeo plehavethepossi hil i tiesto have
trandation in the legidative committees.
That's where we are. | have now mike 7,
and we have to look that we have not too
much speeches. Mike 7.

PHILIPR GRANGER (North Indi ana):
I’mrisingin sup port to the sub sti tute. Al
thisisask ingisthat we do what we say we
believe. Frankly, sit ting in Church and So-
ci ety yester day, | wasem bar rassed. | was
em bar rassed that full mem bersof thiscor-
ferenceweredisenfranchised. Any motion
that grantslessthanfull partici pation—full
par tici pationmeaningtheabil ity tobeinthe
legislativegroupthat they chose—isunac
cept able. We el ther are aglobal church or
we'renot. Thisisjustice at its core. Do we
believe what we preach or are we en gaged
insuperficial symbolismandtokenism?

(Applause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: This was a speech
infavor of thesub sti tuteof theamend ment,
which isthelast mo tion we heard. Isthere
any body who wants to speak against this?
Againstthesubsti tute?Sogotomikel. No?
Another person...yes, youaretheone, yes.

BARBARA A. LEMMEL (Troy): It
seemsto methat we're sub sti tuting avery
good thing for an other very good and im-
por tant thing, and so, | don’t know that this
isaspeech for or against. But as much as |
believeweneedtranslators,it’ snotgoingto
dousalot of good if they’ renot hereto vote
to havethem. Thosefolksstill aren’t going
to havevotewherethey are. Sol’ mwon der-
ingif it’ spossi blein stead of that to beasub-
sti tute, toei ther blend thosetwoto gether, or
if it's subgtituted, if the first one can be
brought back up again, 'cause they both
need to be taken care of.

BISHOP KLAIBER: There's some truth,
what do you all say? Isthere some body in
favor of thesub sti tute?Y es, youaretheone.
Go to mike 3, | think.

LUKASO MEMBELE (Central Congo):
(speaksin French)

(Applause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: (spesaks in French,
and then in Eng lish) Can we have an Eng-
lishtranslation now, totheplenary?

(Applause)

ASHEMA ASOPO (Central Congo):
OK, I'mgoingtotry totalk in English, but
thisistheex ampleof what wearehavingin
thelegislativecommittees. Thesubsti tute
that hewantsto have hereistry tohavead e
guatetime, or ad e quatetranslat ing so that

thedel egate can under standwhatisgoing
on. Butwherearewegoingto get those peo-
plewhoisgoingtogiveusadequatetransla
tionfromEnglishtoFrenchorfromEnglish
toSwahili?l think thisGenera Conference
should takeenough action sothat beforewe
get here we have enough trandators,
enoughinter preters, sothat ev ery body can
fully participate. And secondly, we are
fromoutside.

(Applause)

Wehavealanguagebarrier,andwedon’t
get thematerial ontime. Thank you.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you.
(Applause)

Canwenow voteonthesub sti tute, which
saysit hasto be—im medi ately bedoneto
have enough translation?If it car ries, we
havetolook how wecanaccomplishthis. If
it car ries not, we come back to the amend-
ment, which says then we should sus pend
the rules in order to make it possible that
those peo plewill voteinthoselegislative
committeeswherethey havetranslationfa
cilities.

Can we now vote on the substitute? It
seems as though vote yes, one, when the
light ap pears; and no, two, when the light
ap pears. “Yes,” 656; “No” 267.

(Applause)

BISHOPKLAIBER: Sowecomeback to
the main motion, the origina motion. |
move that this General Confer encedeter-
mineaway torectify thecur rentinjustice. |
thinkit' sal mostincludedinthelast motion,
but does the mover think it’sin cluded? Or
doyouthink it'smoreadi rection of thefu-
ture per spective?Mike7. Mike7.

TERRI RAE CHATTIN (Baltr
more-Washington): Yes, | wanted to ad-
dress two issues to immediately, the
del egatesthat are here, beableto. . .

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, your name
again.

CHATTIN: I'm sorry, Terri Rae Chattin,
Baltimore-Washington Conference. There
arerealytwoissues. One, toensurethatwe
never haveto deal withthisagain at an other
Genera Confer ence. Thesecondissuewas
how these del egatescan beem pow eredint
medi ately tostart tak ing part withvoiceand
voteat thisGen eral Confer ence, im medi-
ately.

BISHOP KLAIBER: So we tried to deal
withthis sub sti tuteto the amend ment, and
now we come to the main motion, which
saysweshoulddoit prop erly for thefuture.
Canwevoteonthismainmotion?It’scl ...
Sir, isthisaquestion, or a. .. Cometo mike

2.No,youarenot . .. you arenot in or der.
Mike 2.

JUNE MCCULLOUGH (South ern New
Jer sey): Bishop, | haveaquestion. | thought
wejust voted the sub sti tute, and my un der-
standing isthesub sti tutethen be comesthe
mainmotion.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, that’strue.
(Laughter)

That’ strue. So, can webring to gether the
first...Letmejustlet meask my advi sors.

(Pause)

I think, with a situation like this,
please—please wait. We have . . . Please
don'’t stand at themike. Only goto themike
when| haverec og nized you. Wehave made
the sub sti tute the main amend ment; that's
where we are. We have the main amend-
ment, and now we can vote on this amend-
ment and then bring it together with the
mainmotion. Arethereany questions?Yes.
Point of or der, please.

It sasub sti tutewhich wemade now. The
main amendment reads like this: “The
CommissionontheGeneral Conference, be
itrequiredtoimmedi ately takeany and all
stepsnecessary toinsurefull partici pation
of al del egatestothe2000 Genera Confer-
enceasguar anteed, in Section 6, Part Cand
Section 8, Part D of the Or gani zationand
Rules of Or der previ oudly adopted by this
body, includingwritingand speakingpriv -
legesinall legislativecommitteesfor del e
gatesfor whomtranslationisnecessary.”

That's now the amend ment of the main
mo tion, and themainmo tionwasandisan
ad di tion to the main mo tion—that was our
under standing—andthemainmotionwas*“|
move that this General Confer encedeter-
mineaway torectify thecur rentinjusticeof
lack of full and equal par tici pation of our
centra conference dffiliate autonomous
and con cor dat del egatesdueto thelack of
anadequatenum ber of languageinter pret
ers.” So we, we can now put this both mo-
tionto gether, if youwant. There' sapoint of
or der. Mikefour.

TimeBecomesAn|Issue

SCOTT JONES: Scott Jones from North
Texas. Bishop, | un der standthismotionto
requireasuspensionof therulesunlessthe
commissioncanfindinter pret ersby 2:30
this afternoon or upon our adjournment.
Thiswould require somesuspen sion of our
rulesthat would al low thedel egatestohave
voiceandvoteintheir committeesimmedi-
ately. Would you rule on that please?

(Applause)
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BISHOPKLAIBER: Theproblemisthat
that’snot arul ing of—on our or der, but on
the situation on the fact whether
we—where we are. It's not now. We have
no sus pen sion of the rulesin this both mo-
tions. It’snot in cluded in both mo tionsthat
we suspend the rules if it's not accom
plished. That's my under standing of this.
Y es, mike four? Yes, you are the one.

DEL EGATE: Mr. Presi dent, asl under-
stand what we are do ing, and | could cer-
tainly be wrong, there was a first mo tion,
and an amend ment—

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.

DEL E GATE: And then you ac cepted a
substitute.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.

DELGATE: If remember parliamentary
rules, when you asked usto vote on the sub-
stitute, were you ask ing usper missionto
substitute?

BISHOP KLAIBER: Per mission to sub-
stitute.

DELEGATE: Yes. When a motion is
madeto sub sti tute, thenext motionis* Shall
wesub sti tute?’

BISHOP KLAIBER: One mo ment.
(Laughter)

No. | think be fore usisthe main motion
with the amend ment we voted on, and we
can now vote on this. There's enough—

DEL EGATE: Mr.—Mr. Presi dent, with
all due re spect to you and your ad vi sors, |
just sim ply want you to tell usif when we
sub sti tuteamotion, you'regoingtoal low
ustovoteonthat substi tutionand approveit
and then go back to the mo tion that we sub-
sti tuted for. That'sall I'm ask ing you. Be-
causeif you'regoingtodothat, it should be
inyour rulesof procedure, anditisnot. We
shouldbeunder RobertsRules, and Roberts
Rules says that you should ask us per mis-
siontosub sti tute. If that prevails, then that
be comes the only busi ness on the floor at
that time. And if that motion passes, all
other motions pend ing fall to theground.

BISHOP KLAIBER: |, my, I'm not ac-
quainted with Rob ert Rules as you are but
my ad vi sor saysthat’ snot true, and we are
OK.l haveamotion, | have—CarolynMar
shall is now—stand. She speaksasadel e-
gate.

CAROLYNMARSHALL:(secretary of
Genera Confer ence): Mem bersof thean+
nual—of theGeneral Confer ence—I would
movethat inthe pro cessof—inthepro cess
of implementingthemotionwhichwasjust
adopted, that all possi blemeanshbetakento
secure those interpreters. If in some in-
stanceinwhichthisisnot possi bletobeac

complishedinatimely basisherethisaf ter-
noon, that the persons who would be af -
fected beal lowedto changethelegislative
committee to which they are assigned by
comingtothesecretary’ sof ficeinor der that
they may go then to the—be full partick
pantsinthelegislativecom mitteethey are
attending.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Hasthisasec ond?
It'sapoint of or der here. Mike seven. And
then we should look that we do not ook too
much on those literal issues, but that we
have the best so lu tion for those who need
thehelp of translation. Mike seven.

BILL SCOTT (Mississippi): Bill, Bill
Scott, Mississippi Confer ence, mem ber of
theBoardof Churchand Soci ety legislative
com mit tee. My point of or der iswe voted
onasub sti tuteamend ment tothemainmo-
tion, and wehavenot voted onthemotion as
amended. Therefore, you cannot ac cept an
other motion.

BISHOP: Thank you for your advice. |
would et us now vote on themain mo tion
asamended by ad di tion and then comeback
tothemotionof Car olynMar shall. | think
this, what ever isinour rules, | think that’s
the way we can comefor ward.

(Applause)

So we have the main mo tion asamended.
The main mo tion goes on the prin ¢i pledi-
rectiontheGeneral Conferenceshouldcare
for. Theamend mentssaysit should bedone
immedi ately. Now, and that now isapack-
age—the main mo tion as awhole. Please
vote when the light ap pear—yes, one; no,
two. It car ries. And now | would come back
tothemotionof CarolynMar shall. Canyou
read again?

MARSHALL: In the processof imple
ment ingthemotionjust adopted, all poss-
ble means be taken to secure those
inter pret ers. Butinany instanceit can not
beac com plished, that those per sonsso af-
fected be per mit ted to change the com mit
teeto which they areassigned by going to
theconfer encesecretary’ sof fice,whichis
Room 204, so that they can fully be come
full partici pantsinacom mit teethat they
will beattending.

BISHOPKLAIBER: Thiswas sec onded
—in mo tion to sus pend the rules. It needs
two-third, and it's not debatable. And |
think wehavedebated the mat ter, so please
make up your mind and de cide what you
want to hap pen. It'snot de bat able soit's
clear what we are vot ing on. OK. So vote
when thelight ap pears—yesisone, and no
is two. It carries, but it is only a motion
whichwill comeinto placeif it’s not pos si-
ble. Our mainmotionwasmakeit possi ble.
Tryit.| hadrecognizedonegentlemanwith

apoint of per sonal privilege. It’ svery short,
I know, and will bring usto our close. We
are far be yond our time, but | think it was
—one mo ment. | had rec og nized this per-
son. Mike four.

Sending Sym pa thy Note Upon theDeath
of Car di nal O’ Connor Ap proved

JAMES MUNAHAN (North Georgia):
Thank you, Bishop. James Munahan, North
Geor gia | apol ogizefor being out of or der
ear lier. Sinceweareaglobal church, | make
amotionthat TheUnitedMethodist Church
in General Conference session May the
fourth, 2000, ex pressto the Ro man Cath o-
lic Church at the Vatican deep Christian
sympathy at the death of Bishop John
O’ Connor, andex pressgrat i tudefor thelife
of hiswit nessfor Je sus Christ, and that we
pausefor amo ment asweask theec umeni-
cal officer of the Council of Bishops,
Bishop William Boyd Grover, to offer a
prayer of OK of Bishop O’ Connor. Thank
you.

BISHOPKLAIBER: Thank you. Hasthis
asecond?| think we could do this prayer as
apart of our closing prayer, and | would ask
Bishop Groveto do thiswhen we close this
morning’ ssession. But first | want to know
themind of the body. If you ap prove please
show with your hands. Thank you. Any op-
posed? Then we will do this, and | have
some—what was—? A question—ques
tion. First, mike two.

DEBORAH PRITTS(North Central New
Y ork): Deborah Pritts, Cen tral New Y ork
Confer ence. Bishop, | haveaquestionasan
of fi cer of oneof thelegislativecommittees.
Itisnot clear to me how we areto pro ceed
for therest of this morn ing, given the mo-
tionsthat we have adopted. If before our ad-
journment you would advise us as to
whether weareto at tempt to gointo session
as legidative committees, or whether we
aretowait and givethe of fi cersof the Gen+
eral Confer encetheopportunity torespond
to the mo tions that we have adopted.

BISHOP KLAIBER: | would just ask the
mover of the last mo tion, was there atime
limit?(Inaudi ble) Soyou canwritetheper-
sonswhoareinthelegislativecommittees
be cause they have not enough legislative
trandating possi bil i tiesintheir respective
legislativecom mit teeto take part in your
discussion. On the other hand, if you area
legislativecommitteewhichisjust not now
hav ing the nec essary translation, you may
writeto peo pleto look af ter an other—for
anotherlegislativecommitteewheread di-
tional—where the trandlation is provided
for them. But | think we haveto—it’ savery
difficult situation now. We try to do the
best, but | think we can not solve the prob-
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lem in the ple nary of the Gen eral Con fer-
ence. And | ask thechairsof thelegislative
com mit teesto bein con tact with such gen-
era commission for the General Confer
ence, for the Com mission for the Gen eral
Conference.

What is your business? A question or
—please? A motion?

GLENN B. KOHLHEPP (West ern Penn-
syl vania): Glenn Kohlhepp, West ern Penn-
syl vaniaConfer ence. Sir, giventhetime of
day, | wouldliketo sug gest that wead journ
from here to lunch and then convene at
2:00, 'cause otherwise, we have half an
hour togettolegislativesection.

BISHOP KLAIBER: We have no busi -
ness now with ple nary, so, it's just—I'm
just about toad journ, so. ..

K OHLHEPP: But—but we areto go from
heretoourlegislativecommittees. ..

BISHOP KLAIBER: | think so, yes.

KOHLHEPP: . . . and—and we would
have only half an hour there.

BISHOP KLAIBER: | can not help.

KOHLHEPP: So—so my mo tion is that
we would adjourn now and reconvene at
2.00, which would be half an hour ear lier.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, | understand
your motion. Isit seconded?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKERS. Sec-
onded.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, somebody
want to speak to this? No. So, if you want to
adjourn now, this means the legidative
committeewill not meetimmedi ately, but
wewill haveour break. But thelegislative
com mit tees will meet at two o’ clock, pre-
cise, be cause we have enough timefor . . .
Whoisinfavor of thisvote, “yes,” pushone
when thelight ap pears; who isagainst this,
“no,” two, when the light ap pears. “Yes,”
725; “No,” 191. It has car ried. So, we are
now at theend of our busi nessthismorning.
It seemstomethisisanicemorningforyou,
not very dif fi cult busi nesstodo.

(Applause)

But nevertheless, we have done it; we
havetried it.

(Applause)

There are some an nounce mentsfromthe
secretary of theGeneral Conference.

CAROLYNMARSHALL: Yes,Bishop,
thereare some sev eral. Oneisto beginthe
implementation of the action which we
have just taken, the re quest that the GCFA
ExecutiveCommitteeandtheCommission
on the Gen eral Con fer ence meet in Room
R221, whichisthe GCFA of fice, im medi-
ately following adjournment. Secondly,

Decision 884 of the Judicial Council has
been com pleted. That deci sionwill bedis
tributedtoall legislativecom mitteechair-
persons.

An an nounce ment to re mem ber that the
Methodist Choir of Copenhagenwill bein
con cert dur ing the lunch hour in the food
court, and that Cynthia Wil son will be at
Cokesbury for autographing the new CD.
The Commit teeon Ref er encewill meetin
the morning, Friday morning, at 7:15 in
Room R224, and al though we nor mally do
not make an nounce mentsasfar asspecial
eventsnot per tainingtotheGeneral Confer
ence, in or der to be good guests, I’'m going
to make this one, which saysthat the Berea
Children’sHome, to day, for lunch at 12:30,
cost of tendol lars. Therehad beenreser va
tions made for fifty peo ple, and only three
have registered. If you are interestedand
can avail yourselves of that opportunity,
please go to the Tours and Travel booth.

The next-to-the-last oneisthat we' resure
that youwouldliketoknowthetotal giving
for the Hopefor the Children of Af rica, that
of fer ing taken at our open ing wor ship ser-
vice, came to $16,568.33.

(Applause)

And lastly, as Bishop Grove co mesto of-
fer hisprayer, we' d ask that there would be
anoppor tunity toincludeinthat prayer one
among our own. For aswe have been meet
ing this morn ing, many of you may have
been awarethat Preston Price, who hasbeen
amem ber of thesecretarial staff for at least
thelast threequadren nia, andwho had been
seatedatthisparticular General Conference
immedi ately onyour left, theend of thista
ble, cametomeand bid mefarewell. Hehad
justreceivedwordthat hisfatherwasdying,
and he needed to leave; and so we had some
tears and some prayer up here, and | would
ask that thisbody would remem ber himand
hisfamily ashegoesto Nashville.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Let’s pray.

BISHOP WILLIAM BOYD GROVE:
The Lord be with you.

AUDI ENCERE SPONSE: Andasowith
you.

O Holy One, Al mighty God, at the end of
abusy morning we pause beforeyoutore
mem ber broth ersin Christ. Were mem ber
John Cardinal O’Connor, Archbishop of
New York, giving thanks for his life and
witness. We pray for those in the Roman
CatholicChurch, particularlyinthearchdk
oceseof New Y ork, whomournthepassing
of their chief pastor. In creaseour unity with
them in the Roman Catholic Church and
with all who love and serve Christ. Were-
mem ber be fore you Preston Price and his

family, and Bishop Juan Mendez in Puerto
Rico, and all oth ersof your ser vantswhom
wenamein our heartsbeforeyou. Hear our
prayers, in the name and spirit of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Amen. We are ad-
journed.

(Prayer, Song)

BISHOP CHARLENE P. KAMMERER:
Y oumay beseated. Let usbeinor der for the
eve ning ses sion. Open our eyes, open our
hearts, openour ears, il lumineus, O God, as
we do our work and wor ship to gether this
evening as your faithful people. 1 am
Charlene Kammerer, and | have the priv i-
lege of serv ing as bishop in the Char lotte
Areaof theWesternNorth CarolinaAnnual
Conference.

(Applause)

And assisting me to night are col league
bish opsAl fred Norrisand Ken Carder, and
| thank them very much. | would likefor us
tobegintheeveningwith anup date, abrief
an nounce ment from Mollie Stew art, chair
of theCommissiononGeneral Conference,
which will aert us asto what has hap pened
sincethismorningwhenyoutook theaction
inregardtothetranslatorsandprovidingthe
op por tunity for full partici pationof all of
our del egateshere. Mollie?

Reportof Translators Hiring

MOLLIE STEWART: Thank vyou,
Bishop Kammerer, and good eveningtothis
del egationandgroup. Churchand Soci ety,
and the delegates who requested transla
tors—translation—we want you to know
that we have good news. We left this place
this morning, and we heard the con-
cerns—and not that we were n’t con cerned
be fore, but we heard the con cerns, and we
al wenttowork asyourequestedus. Weare
happy to re port that we now have trans la-
tionsinfivelanguagesinthetenlegislative
committees.

(Applause)

They will beinyour sessionwhenyoure-
turntomor row morning. Wehaveincreased
thenumber of translatorsfor thelegislative
com mitteesfrom 30to 71. Wedid not want
to just go through this ac tion and do this
without you knowing that there are some
consid er able costshave beenin curred and
will bein curred. We do not have the ex act
dol lar fig ure, but we'd like to up date you
andinformyou that theesti matedin crease
cost to thisGen eral Confer encewill beap-
proximately $95,000. Not that the cost
means any thing, but we want you to bein-
formed del e gates when you make your de-
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cisions later when we are discussing and
talking about budget. We wanted you to
have some idea of the amount that you are
going to affirm in your next budget. Be-
cause if you don't, we will be right back
here 2004. We know that the dol lar is not
the thing that sets the tone for the work of
God, and | want to say thanksto Churchand
So ci ety, who took the risk. | spoke to the
commission on the first day and said we
must berisk-tak ers. So you took therisk to
start apro cess, and those of uswho un der-
stood picked it up, and we ran with it, and
now you have usto thispresent mo mentin
time, and we are al very happy that you
took that risk. So, thanks be to God, and to
God we give the glory for those persons
who worked hard and found thetranslators
and have us now to this happy event and oc-
casion. And thank you, Bishop Kammerer,
foral lowingusthisopportunity toupdateas
soon as we could the good news. Thank
you.

(Applause)

BISHOP KAMMERER:Thank you,
Mollie. Andthisisgood newsindeed, for all
of us.

Now let meremind usof two or dersof the
day that we have beforeusfor thisevening.
Firstof al, wewill consider thecontinuing
processof theGeneral Confer encedeal ing
with the CPT report, and you remember
when we ap proved therulesin that re gard
thisevening, we' Il bedevotedtoreceiving
the re ports out of the 25 groups that hap-
penedyester day. We' vehad agreat number
of peo plework ing very dil i gently to pro-
vide this information for us, and we are
grateful.

Wewill movemoreinto the discern ment
modefor thispart of our evening’ sagenda.
This means that we will not con tinue to be
in di alogue with each other to night on the
CPT recommendation and report. It aso
means that therewill be no floor de bate to-
night on the CPT re port. If you recall, you
also ap proved on Mon day with therulesin
this regard that Friday morning would be
thetime set aside for de bate onthe CPT. So
| am let ting you know how we will move
throughthe evening inthat regard. Wewill
beready at 8:30to night to moveintoavery
holy and chal lengingtimefor usintheact of
repentance toward reconciliation. And |
hope that we will be able to have a brief re-
cessin-betweenthistimeandthebeginning
of our ser vice. | would liketo ask Mi nerva
Carcafio, who isthe sec re tary for CPT, to
come and guide usthrough there port out of
thegroupsyester day. Mi nerva?

Report fromCPT Discernment Groups

MINERVA  CARCANO:  Bishop
Kammerer, members of the Council of
Bishops, del egatesand visi torsto thisGen
eral Con fer ence, grace and peacetoyouin
thenameof theLord JesusChrist. The Gerr
eral Conference reflec tion groupsfor the
consid er ation of the Connectional Pro cess
Team Re port met on May 3, 2000. Mem-
bersof theCouncil of Bishopscon venedthe
groups, and semi nar i ansfromthe Meth od-
ist Theologi cal School inOhioservedasre
cord ers. Where possi ble, mem bers of the
Connectional Pro cess Team served as ob-
serv ersof thereflection group pro cess. Im
medi ately af ter themeeting of thereflection
groups, the recorders and CPT observers
werecon vened by Bishop Su san Hassinger
in or der to out line the pend ing work. The
General Confer encecharged the CPT with
theresponsi bil ity of preparingawrittenre
port of theresultsof theconver sationsof the
conver sationsof thereflectiongroups. The
fol low ing pro cessfor prepar ingsuchare
port was out lined and com pleted. First of
all, the reflection group recorders would
gather the points of con sen susand dis sen-
sionforthcomingfromthereflectiongroup
conversations. Secondly, the CPT would
gather thereflectiongroup’ squestionsand
prepareresponses. Through thispro cessof
collaboration, the CPT has prepared its
writ ten re port. Wewould now re quest sus
pen sion of therulesfor two pur poses. The
first pur poseisto al low the Methesco stu-
dentsKevin Schultz and RebeccaMaplesto
assist in the presentation of the points of
con sent and dis sent. And sec ondly, for the
pur poseof d low ingthedistri bution of the
CPT’s written report as per this Genera
Con fer encere quest. We do not in tend to
readtheentirereport andfeel confi dent that
we can complete our presentation within
thenext fif teen min utes.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, Mi-
nervahas moved to suspend therulesfor the
two pur posesout lined, isthereasecond?lt
hasbeen sec onded. Thisisnot debat able. If
you vote “yes,” vote 1; if you vote “no,”
vote 2. Pleasevotewhenthelight comeson.
“Yes,” 782; “No,” 86. Therules have been
suspended. Y ou may pro ceed ahead asyou
wish.

CPT Pointsof Consensus

REBEKA MAPLES: Rebeka Maples,
Methodist Theological School in Ohio,
West OhioConference. (Inaudi ble)

The points of consensus on the
Connectional Pro cess Team re port wereas
fol lows: Thereport:

» emphasizes spiritual formation to en-

hance the development of the loca
church andfaith com muni tiesasmore

signif i cant placesfor proclaimingthe
gos pel and car ry ing out the church’s
mission

e develops spiritual leaders for the
church, both lay and clergy, for intro-
spectionandanaysis

» createsser vantleader shipof bishops,
districtsuperintendents, clergy,andla
ity

« liberateshishopsanddistrict superin
tendentstobespiritual leaders

¢ eiminatesGCOM

» formscov enant councils,and provides
the basisfor re duc tion of super struc-
tureinad ministrativegroupsthrough-
out the church

e provides transformational directions
for renewal, revision, restructuring,
flexibility,andnewopportunities

« benefitsthelocal church
¢ addressesproblemsandconcerns

« alowsfreedomfor or gani zation, em
phasis, andideasharing

« respondstoaglobal vi sonwiththeUS
asacentral confer ence

« levelstheplayingfield sothatitisnot
US-centered

« providesrestructuringtoacknowl edge
issues of indigenous churches and
makes US equal to, not dom i nant to,
the other churches

* realignsgeneral boardsandestablishes
aprocessforrestructuring

« establishescov enant councilsand cow
enant relationships to empower our
global vi siontofocusandfunctionasa
covenantcommunity

« af firmstheinclusivity and di ver sity of
the connectional system

 brings the church back to Wedeyan
rootsandtradi tion

« encour ages doctrinal andtheologi cal
discussion, class meetings, and cove
nantcommunities

e emphasizes Christian formation with
thelo cal church at the cen ter

 cdls for visionary partnerships with
pastoral andlay leader ship

 brings everyone to the table for dia
logueand discern ment.

KEVIN SHULTS: Kevin Shults, Meth-

odist Theologica School in Ohio, West
OhioConference.

CPT Pointsof Dissent

Thepointsof dissent onthe Connectional
Pro cessTeamreport wereasfol lows:
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Theproposed CPT report createsanother
layer of administrative and bureaucratic
structure

 undefinedcost

« unclearprojections

* risingapportionments

e economicimpact onother countries

* unclear planfor or gani zational struc-
tureof recommendations

* unbal ancedlevelsof deci sion-making

« lackof accountabil ity andmoni toring
of agen ciesthrough out tran si tion pe-
riod

* increase in power and control that
bishops possess through nomination
abilities

e lack of accountability of insuring
equal ity for marginalized per sons

* struc ture leaves United States in pri-
mary power

» arequired sixty per cent change of the
constitution

* asuper board over existingagencies

¢ questions asto where and when bish-
opsareelected and con se crated

e an unwieldy confusing, costly, and
timely concerntolocal congregations
regarding struc tureand pro cessof im-
plementation

« toomuchemphasisonreorganizingin
stead of makingdisci ples

» anatti tudeof distrustwithinthecur rent
GCOM structure

« nospecificrulefor theUnitedMethod
ist Women's and United Methodist
Men’'s

* unrealisticjobdescriptionsfordistrict
superintendents

 disempowerment of the local church
andreinforceshi erar chi cal structure

* underrepresentation of the United
Statesdel egatestoglobal confer ence.

BISHOP KAMMER: Minerva, before
youproceed, | wanttothank thesesemi nar i-
ans from Methesco and all those who as-
sistedinthe con vened groupsyester day for
their very hard work.

(Applause)

And also now that we have seen on the
screenandreadthereportinregardtopoints
of con sent withthereport and pointsof dis-
sent, | want us sim ply to take a few mo-
ments for a time of silence here that we
might hear better what we have heard, and
alsotobeginaskingour selvesthequestion
that themem bersof CPT havelifted upfor

us. What isthe mind of Christ for usin this
re gard, and what is the will of God for our
churchinthismat ter? Let usbein atime of
silentreflection.

(Timeofsi lentreflection)

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
(prayer)

MINERVA CARCANO: The questions
raisedinthereflectiongroupconver sations
are listed and re sponded to in the writ ten
materi alsthat haveei ther beendistrib uted
to you or are about to be distrib uted to you.
We com mend it to you for your on go ing
discernment. Wewoul dfurther recommend
your study of the previoudly distributed
documentti tled" TheConnectional Process
Team Report Responding to Your Ques-
tions.” Madame Chair, this con cludes our
report.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, we
thank you very much, and, delegates, you
havethewrit ten re port now beforeyou and
thiswill beyourstodiscernandreflectonin
dividually, corporately, as you come to -
gether to mor row morning for thispur pose.
Now, | would like to turn to Car o lyn Mar-
shall for amo tion that she needsto makein
regardto COSROW medi tationbook let.

COSROWMedi tationBook| et

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Thank you,
Bishop Kammerer. It has been the practice
the last severa General Conferences that
the Commission on Status and Role of
Women has pre pared adevotional book let
which hasbeen distrib uted on thefirst day
of General Confer encetoal del egates. In
the pro cess of mak ing that distri butionon
Tuesday, that book letwasnot distributedto
our desks. Once again, it was missed in the
pro cess for that eve ning. And so our rules
statethat materi alsaf ter thefirst day must
seek suspensionof therulesand per mission
of thebody to havethem distrib uted. There
fore, Bishop, | move that we suspendthe
rulesin or der that this book let may be dis-
tributedtoall del egates.

BISHOP KAMMERER: The motion's
been made and seconded to suspend the
rules for this pur pose. You will press 1 to
vote Yes, press 2 to vote No. Please vote
when thelight ap pears. Theruleshave been
sus pended and we trust that the COSROW
med i tationbook letsasagift touswill beon
thetablestomor row morning. (The vote is
755 to 127.) Thank you very much. Yes, do
you want to be rec og nized? Y ou’ re show-
ing them; they areonthetables, good—I'm
glad we' veau thorized what we' veal ready
done (laughter). Thank you. Car olyn, | will
turn to you—are there any an nounce ments
that we should have at this time?

CAROLYN MARSHALL: | believe

there are none at this mo ment.

Bishop Mendez/Puerto Rico
ResolutionAdopted

BISHOP KAMMERER: | understood
there would be amat ter to come before us
by the Puerto Rican delegation. Is there
some one pre pared to speak? Mikerophone
8, please.

VICTORORTIZ (PuertoRicoMethodist
Church): Bishop, wewant to present areso-
lutionrelatedtothesit uation of our bishop
JuanA.VeraMendez. If it spossi bleinthis
mo ment, weask for that op por tunity.

BISHOPKAMMERER: All right, would
you read the resolution, please, for us.
Pleaselistencarefully.

VICTORORTIZ: Theresolutionisenti-
tled, “To our friend and support, Bishop
Juan A. VeraMendez, in his pro phetic wit-
nessfor peaceandjusticeamongthepeople
of Vieques” Whereas, Bishop Juan A.
Vera Mendez as well as other religious
lead ersand peo ple have been removed and
ar rested to day dueto their presencein the
restricted area in the island of Vieques,
Puerto Rico. Whereastheir presencein the
restricted areaisinresponsetoacall for jus
tice by the 9,500 US citizens of Vieques
who have lived un der 60 years of mil i tary
ex er cisesthatincludesbombard mentswith
liveam mu ni tions. Whereasthe Coun cil of
Bishopsap provearesolutionandlast year
send adel egationin sup port of peace and
justice for Vieques. Whereas more than
ever sup port and acom panionisur gently
needed. Therefore, beit re solved that, (1)
The 2000 United Meth od ist Church Gen-
era Conference express to President
Clintontherequestfor stoppingall mil i tary
ex er cisesintheisland of Vieguesand cease
theremoval and ar rest of peaceful demon-
strators including the religious leadership
of Puerto Ricowho par tici pateintheec u-
meni cal national coalition. (2) A del egation
of the Gen eral Con fer ence which will in-
clude bish ops, lay and clergy peo ple will
meet with President Clinton and visit
PuertoRicotoaf firmtheMethodist Church
of Puerto Rico and ex press the sup port to
thepeo pleof Vieguesintheir call for peace
and justice. And, (3) ashort period of time
for si lent med i tation and prayer will take
placeduringthissession.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, you
wish to move this, you wish to make amo-
tiontoadoptthisresolution,isthat correct?

VICTORORTIZ: | makeamaotion, yes.

BISHOP KAMMERER: Is there a sec-
ond? Is there any discussion? Seeing no
hands, I'mgoingto ask that you voteonthe
resolution involving Vieques in Puerto
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Rico, andinparticular our bishopthereJuan
VeraMendez.

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER: If
you wish to vote yes, press one. If you vote
no, presstwo. Pleasevotewhenthelight ap-
pears. Y ou haveadoptedtheresolution. We
will dothis. (Thevotewas 762 to 188). (Ap-
plause) Muchas gracias. And now | turnto
theCommitteeon Presiding Of fi cers, Paul
Extrum-Fernandez.

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: Good
evening. To mor row we have asked Bishop
Bruce Blake to re turn to the chair. The rea-
son for that is that the Committee on Pre-
siding Officers felt it was important to
providecontinuedconti nuityindeal ingwith
the Connectional Pro cess Team re port. On
Saturday morningwe' renotantici patingany
plenary sessionsintheaf ter noonfor theto-
mor row or eve ning. We have asked Bishop
Cornelius Henderson to pre side for the Sat-
ur day morning session. Thank you.

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
Thank you Paul. | saw acard over here. Yes,
what isyour busi ness?Mi cro phoneone.

JOE M. WHITTEMORE (North Geor -
gia): Joe Whittemore, North Geor gia

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
Joe Whittemore, North Geor gia.

Request for Judi cial Council
Declar atoryDeci sionProposed

WHITTEMORE: Bishop, | would liketo
of feraresolutionat theunani mousrequest
of theentire North Geor giadel egation. Is
thisatimethat | may have?

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, go
ahead, sir.

WHITTEMORE: | move the following.
Be it resolved as provided in paragraph
2616.1 and 2616.2a of the Book of Disc-
pline that the General Conference hereby
peti tionstheJudi cial Council foradeclar a
tory deci sion ontheef fect of how thecov e
nant relationship between the annua
conferenceanditsclergy relatestotheBook
of Disci pline. Andfur ther peti tionsfor ade
claratory deci sionontheappli cationof the
Bookof Disci pline as to whether there are
circumstanceswheretheannual confer ence
hastheright to negate or ig norethe Book of
Discipline. And fur ther peti tionsfor ade-
claratory deci sionastotheconsti tutional ity
of actionstaken which vi o latethe Book of
Discipline based upon the annual confer-
ence conscientiously disagreeing with a
particular paragraphof theDiscipline. And
further peti tionsfor adeclar atory deci sion
ontheappli cation of theBookof Disci pline
asto whether there are more basic and fun-
damental cov enantswhich haveprecedent
over the Book of Disci pline and if so, pro-

videclar i fi cation astowhich of these other
cov enantsthean nual confer encemay rely
upon to supercedeor disobey disci plinary
provi sions. Bishopif | get asecond | would
like to spesk to the mo tion.

BISHOP KAMMERER: It has been sec-
onded and we'll need acopy of thereso |u-
tion up hereand | did not ask this of Vic tor
Ortiz. Please make surethe secretary hasa
copy of theresolutioninregardto Vieques
aswell. Now, please speak toyour motion.

WHITTEMORE: Bishop, | have a
PowerPoint copy of this. Wouldyoulikefor
it to be shown on the screen?

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
No, | do not think so because other del e
gateshave not had that priv i lege.

Request for Judi cial Council
DecisionExplained

WHITTEMORE: Thank you. It isin a
spirit of Christianlovethat werequest your
consider ationof thismatter. Thisresolution
isnot di rected at oth ers. Itisdi rected at our
need. We want to be com fort able with our
covenant relationship with the genera
church. We need to know how tointer pret
what defines our agree ment with oth ersto
beinministry together. WeUnited Method
istsandour predecessor or gani zationshave
beenin cov enant with onean other for over
200years. Our cov enant in busi nessterms
isapart ner ship, whichisby mutual consent
an agreement towork to gether. In or der for
any cov enant part ner shiptowork over the
longruntherehasto bean agree ment which
containstheun der standingsof thepar ties.
With out an un der stand ing by the part ners
any covenant partnership will never suc-
ceed or belasting. If thisisnot cor rect, why
do we even have a Book of Discipline?
Legally, weareacor poration.Butinreal ity
weareacov enant part ner ship. Technically,
the United Methodist Church is an entity
untoit self withitsown lifeand can sur vive
with out asinglemember. But practi cally,
without you and me working together in
cov enantpart ner ship,inmutual trust, there
will not bemuch valueinthat cor po ration.
A clear under standing of what makesup our
part ner shipagreementisessential if weare
towork together. If wehaveno under stand
ing of how our relation shipisdefined, then
we will have chaos, and we must be able to
trust one an other to live within our cov e
nant. If youdowhat youwant to day and | do
what | wanttomor row, our relationshipwill
never work over the long run.

BISHOP KAMMERER: Joe, you are at

the two-min ute mark. Please wrap up your
speakingtothemotion.

WHITTEMORE: Thank you, Bishop. At
this point, we lack con fi dence that we can

define our cov e nant and thisis un ac cept-
able. Be fore we leave this place we need a
clear un der stand ing of how we define our
covenant relationship and ultimately we
must beabletotrust onean other to carry out
ourdefinable, mutually agreeablecov enant
relation ship. Weurgeyour sup port of this
resolution. Thank you Bishop.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right. | do
seethere are per sonswho want to speak. In
theback, thegentlemanwhoisstandingin
Section D, yel low card, please moveto mi-
crophone 8. Name and conference and
pleasestateif you' re speak ing for or against
theresolution.

LARRY D. PICKENS (Northern Il1i-
nois): Larry Pickens, Northern lllinois.
Point of or der. Bishop, isit properly before
usat thispoint?My under standingisthatin
or der for thistobebeforethe Judi cial Court
cilithastohavejurisdictionunderthebasis
of itbeingsomeformof legislationand asit
standsat thispoint, nolegislationisbefore
us.

BISHOP KAMMERER: It is my un der-
standing that it isap pro pri ate for the Gen-
eral Conference to file a petition of this
naturetothe Ju di cial Council. It would be
filed and for warded to them. So it is prop-
erly beforeus.

PICKENS: Thank you.

BISHOPKAMMERER: All right, mi cro-
phone 7.

PHILIPR. GRANGER (North Indi ana):
Thank you, bishop. Phil Granger, North In-
di ana. We have ... thisisaspeech in sup-
port. We cel e brate the fact that we are a
pluralisticdenomi nation. Wecel ebratethe
abil ity as United Meth od ists to be able to
comeat our theologi cal task fromdif fer ent
perspectives. However, inherent in that,
then, isthe need for some ba sis of our life
together. Historically we have un der stood
that to be the Discipline. At thismomentin
our history, we are faced with con flict ing
under standingsof how thatDiscipline func-
tions. | would urgethisbody to sup port this
motionbecausewemustrefor mulatehowit
isthat we live to gether so that wetruly can
leave this place as UnitedMethodists.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, that's
a speech for. The pink card, right here,
please moveto mi cro phone4.

THOMAS O. GARNHART (Wiscon
sin): Tom Garnhardt, Wisconsin Confer
ence. | would speak in opposition to the
motioninthat | think theis suesbeforeus
arenot issues pri mar ily of church law and
pol ity and how theDiscipline saysonething
or theother. That’ snot wherewe have some
dif fer enceswith each other. Weareun sure
about what Godissay ingtous. It stheolog-
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i cal thingsthat we are strug gling with, it's
what Godisaskingustodoin certainar eas
of our lifeto gether and the Judi cial Council
isnot histor i cally thebest sourceof getting
solid, theologi cal wisdom.

(Laughter)

BISHOP KAMMERER: That's a speech
against. | ask you not to ap plaud any of the
speak ers. Intheback, Section D, theyel low
card, moveto mi cro phone8.

TYSON FERGUSON (Detroit): Tyson
Ferguson, lay del egate, Detroit Conference.
| have a parliamentary question for the
bishop. Isthere not a pro ce dure that we're
missinginthisprocessif wecontinueinthe
current way of bringing resolutions that
would mean that we could al bring them
right hereto the floor. My un der stand ing,
andhelpmeif I’'mincor rect, would beasus-
pensionof therulesbeforetheresolutionis
presented.

BISHOP KAMMERER: | have a lowed
thediscussion of resolutionsthisevening
be causewehave had thegen er osity of un-
ex pectedtime. | believethat it would beup
to the bishop presiding to determine
whether or not we would need to sus pend
therules. We arefacing an or der of the day
so whether or not this body isableto act on
thisresolution, youwill deter minewiththe
timethat wehaveremaining; butitisprop-
erly be fore us. And we may pro ceed with
thediscussion.

UNIDENTI FIED SPEAKER: Thankyou
fortheclarification.

BISHOP KAMMERER: Wearemov ing
quickly towardthetimeof our recessbefore
thisservice, al right?Back here?SectionD,
theyel low card. M ovetomi crophoneeight.

FRANK DORSEY: Frank Dorsey from
KansasEast. |’ m speak ing against thereso-
lution. I think so of ten that we con fuse cort
tract with covenant, and the sub stanceof
thisresolutionisabout contract. Anditis
seek ing ali ti giousway of solving avery
spiritual prob lem. | would hope we could
work with covenant and conferencing so
that we could learn how to live to gether.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, that's
two speeches against. | will allow one
speechfor, and | believewewill havetogo
ahead into the time of recess. Is there a
speechfor?Y es, mi cro phoneone.

BEN CHAMNESS: Ben Chamness,
TexasConfer ence. Bishop, | movethe pre-
vi ousquestiononall that’ sbeforeus.

BISHOPKAMMERER: All right, that is
beforeus. If youwould movethe previ ous
question on al that's be fore us, vote yes,
vote one. If you would vote no, vote two.
Please vote when the light co mes on.

All right that has passed, so are we—we
areready to vote. Theres o lu tion, the Joe
Whittimoreresolution,isbeforeyou. If you
would vote yes, press one. If you would
vote no, press two. Please vote when the
light turns on.

The resolution is adopted—simple ma-
jority. All right, now, thank you very much
for your patience and your deliberations
thisevening. Wewill—wewill beinrecess
until 8:30, and thewor ship ser vicewill be
gin on time. And we hope that God will
bless us in this wor ship to gether. | would
like for Bishop Er nest Lyght to come and
have a prayer for us as we move into the
time of re cess. Bishop Lyght.

Bishop Lyght Closes Busi ness WithPrayer

BISHOPLYGHT: Letuspray. God of the
night and God of the day, Onewho leads us
when we are not sure, One who leads us
through chaos into peace. Be pres ent with
uswe pray. Aswe seek to listen, aswe at-
tempt to see, even aswe seek to speak. May
your Spirit al waysbewith us, for wewould
dis cern your will. Make known to usin a
still quiet voice your will and your way. As
we con tinue to dis cern the CPT re port, as
weopen our heartsof con cernfor our broth-
ersand sistersin Puerto Rico and thosewho
are on the island of Viegues, be present
there, guid ing and lead ing in the night and
intheday. In Je sus' name we pray. Amen.

BISHOP KAMMERER: We are now in
recessuntil 8:30.

(Songsand Wor ship,
led by Cynthia Wil son)

BISHOP GROVE: | would liketo rec og-
nize the Reverend McCallister Hollins to
makeabrief statement beforewebegin.

McCallister HollinsCommendsRacial
ReconciliationService

MCCALLISTER HOLLINS: Good eve-
ning, my brothers and sistersin Christ. |
stand beforeyouin sev era capaci tiesto-
night. | stand beforeyouasadel egateof this
mar vel ousUnited Methodist General Con
ference 2000. | stand before you as the
newly elected vice-chair of Black Meth od-
istsfor Church Renewal. | stand beforeyou
asamem ber of theCommissiononUnion,
the group set apart and set to guidetherela
tion ship—thefuturerelationshipand pres
ent relationships  between  United
Meth od istsand our broth ersand sisters of
other Methodistdenomi nations. | standbe
foreyou asaMeth odist for fifty years, as|
wasbaptized when | wassix-weeks-oldinto
TheMeth od ist Church. | stand beforeyou
asonewho standswith alot of painto night,
along with many other broth ersand sisters

in this place, but | stand be fore you as a
proud UnitedMethodist. Itismy prayer that
youwill besensi tized to the pain of those of

uswho are Af ri can Amer i cansand United

Methodiststonightinthisservice. For asthe
ser vice was formed, we be lieve that there
should have been more sen si tiv ity, but we
find our selves at this place. Many of usare
not here to night. Some of uswere plan ning

towalk outtonight. But | plantostay. | hope
oth erswill do the same, aswe havethat re-

spon si hil ity to God and to one an other as

members of this great church. It is my

prayer that as a result of the insensitivity

andthealienationthat we' refeel ingandthe
pain as we move through this ser vice, that
wewill begintothink very seri ously about

our plight with racisminthisnation, in par-

ticular within United Methodism, as we
search to move othersof Af ri candescent

andAfri canAmeri cansfromother denomi-

nationsintothiswonder ful denomi nation.

Itiswith much lovethat | stand be fore you

inavery heavy heart to night, ask ing youto
please—pray—and may this servicetruly

bemorethanjust alitany and awor ship ser-

vice, but ameansof usbeginningtorealy

deal and implement ways to become the
truefamily of God. God blessyou.

(Applause)
(Applause)
IntroductiontotheSer vice

BISHOPROY |. SANO: Wea wayslive
be tween the a ready and the ought not yet.
Weread in the Scrip tures, Je sus Christ has
bro ken down thewalls of hostil ity and the
not yet in or der to make one Body.

Welongtoheal our separationfromAf ri-
can American Methodist denominations,
namely the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, the African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church, and the Christian Meth od ist
Episcopal Church. Toward this end, we
havefirst daredto call for visi ble unity, and
wearework ingto getherinaCommission
onUnion. Second, if insti tutional unity isto
ad vance the reign and realm of God in our
midst and have an im pact on the world, we
are therefore developing partnership in
ministry. We havefor ex am ple been part-
nersinacam paignagainst sub stanceabuse
and are work ing to gether on the Com mis-
siononPan-MethodistCooperation. Third;
how ever, wefi nally want spe cific waysto
infuse a visible unity and partnership in
ministrywithaspecial di mension, namely,
the spiritual one, where the breath of the
windsof the Spirit will makeusintoaliving
being—morethan an or gani zation, an or-
ganism, the body of Christ. So that the
United Meth odist part of thebody of Christ
will breathe more freely and fully the right
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kindof authenticspirituality, wearepartick
patingintheseactsof repentancefor recon
ciliationthisevening.

While we have been on along and ar du-
ousjour ney in search of heal ing and rec o+
cil i ation, the new quadranium and the new
century chal lenge ustolaunch anew phase
in our pil grim age in Christ who makes us
one. You areinvited to makecreativead ap-
tationsof thisser vicefor your an nual cor+
ferences and congregations, planned and
con ducted, of course, with Pan-Meth od ist
partici pationinconjunctionwiththisact of
repentance the spiritual formation study
document namedSteps Towar dWholeness:
Learning and Repentancehasbeentestedin
thefield and pro posed in your Daily Chris-
tianAdvocate Vol.,1 Section3 [p. 1048]. It
isthelastlengthy documentinthat section.

The apostle Paul urged the Corinthian
Chris tians to avoid aworldly grief which
pro ducesdeath, and we pray asheurged the
Corinthian Christians to move toward a
Godly grief or aremorsewhich* producesa
repentance that leads to savation and
bringsnoremorse.” Paul saidthat sal vation
isevidentintheeager nesstoclear our selves
to experience indignation, longing, and
zeal, and evento beopento thepunish ment
of God. Werepeat thosewordsbecausethis
eve ning we gather be fore a holy God, and
the Bi ble speaks of the wrath of this holy
Godunder stand ably becausethisholy God
takesof fensewhenthegood nessof creation
isvi olated by sin, evil, or death. “ Taking of-
fense” istoo mild aword; we must speak of
the holy God as out raged by sin and evil,
andthereforegoesontheof fen siveagainst
sin and evil. And we are told that the very
gatesof hell, thestrong hold of evil, will not
with stand the reign and the realm of God
mov inginuponus, sav ing us, sancti fy ing
all that hasbeen desecrated and hal low ing
all that hasbeen vi o lated. With theseremi-
niscencesof our bibli cal heri tageweenter
intothistimeof actsof repentance. Pauseto
acknowledge those who have joined us.
First of all, we want to acknowledge the
mem bersof theCommissiononUnionwho
areseated up here, if they would rise, please
andthentheCommissiononPan-Methodist
Cooperation,whoareleadingintheunion
and coop er ation. Would you stand, please,
and I’ m sure the con gre gation would want
toacknowl edgeyou.

(Applause)
Wel comeof Guests

And we have representing the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop Mc-
Kinley Young, please. (Applause) And
Adrian A. Morris, please. (Applause) From
Afri canMethodist Episcopal ZionChurch,

Bishop Clar ence Carr (Applause), and Lula
K. Howard. (Applause) And we who have
workedinthisareareadily ac knowl edgeour
indebt ed nessto Mary Love, whoisan Af ri
canMethodist Episcopal ChurchZionecu
menical officer. Mary, please. (Applause)
From the Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church, Bishop Nathanid Lindsey, and
Juanita Bryant.

(Applause)
(Cynthia Wil son, song)

(Sustained Applause)
OpeningSentences

BISHOPELIAS G. GALVAN: Will you
please turn your attention to the opening
sentences in the order of worship. Your
proph etshave seenfor you falseand decep-
tivevi sions; they have not ex posed your ir
iquity and so reversed your fortunes, but
have seen or aclesfor you that arefalseand
misleading.

CON GRE GA TION: Let ustest and ex-
amineour ways, and returntotheLord. Let
us lift up our hearts as well as our handsto
God in heaven. We have trans gressed and
rebelled and you have not for got ten.

(The congregation sings the first two
versesof “ Lift Every Voiceand Sing”)

IntroductiontotheSymbols

RUTH A.DAUGHERTY (East ern Penrn+
syl vania): A plumb-line, aplumb-lineisa
length of light rope with a lead weight at-
tached to one end that when it is sus pended
by the other end will show whether alineis
verti cal andthereforestableandtrue. Amos
had avi sion of God hold ing a plumb-line
withwhichtotest thepeo ple’ scapacity for
truerighteousness. Theplumb-linehangsin
the midst of thisassem bly asacon stantre
minder that we must pass God's test for
righteousness.

RHYMES H. MONCURE (Missouri
East): The LORD was standing beside a
wall built with a plumb-line. And the
LORD said to me, “Amos what do you
see?’

Amos said, “I seeaplumb line.”

ThentheLORD said, “ See, | ansettinga
plumb-line in the midst of my people Is-
ragl.”

DAUGHERTY: Sdt was an extremely
preciousandvauablecommodity because
it wasthemost im por tant pre ser vativefor
food before refrigeration. Salt was often
usedinthebibli cal world asasign that the
partiestoanagreementintendedtopreserve
their cov enant vows. Blocksof salt arehere
asthesignthat God hasenteredinour cov e
nants.

MONCURE: The LORD spoketo Aaron
regarding the responsibilities undertaken
by thepriestsand Levitessay ing, “ Thisisa
per petual cov enant of saltbeforetheLORD
with you and with your descendentsalso.”

The LORD the God of Israel called out:
“Hear me Jeroboam and al Israel: Ought
you not know that theLORD, the God of |s
rael, gavetheking ship over Israel to David
and hisdescendentsinper petuity by acove
nant of salt?’

Jesussaid, “You aresalt totheworld. But
if salt becomestastelesshowisitssalti ness
to be re stored? It is now good for noth ing
but to be thrown away and trod den un der-
foot.”

DAUGHERTY: God aone knows how
fast the church be gan to break apart. The
wallshavenot been plumbwithjustice. The
salt with which we sealed the cov e nant has
be cometastelessby our carelesshan dling
andwill ful disregard of others.

(Members of the Edna Duffy Liturgical
Dance Com pany dance around the blocks
of salt. Atfirst they danceto gether, thenone
by onebegintoshout,“ Wedon't likethem,
they're not like us. We don't like them;
they're not like us.” Finally, they take up
sledgehammers and begin to smash the
blocks of salt.)

(Thecongregationsingsthefi nal verse
of “ Lift Every Voiceand Sing”)

ANTHONY ALEXANDER, POR-
TRAYING RICH ARD ALLEN: I'mhere
frommy rest, be causeit hasbeentoldtome
that our church hasfor got teniitshistory. |
stand be fore you to night to re mind you of
part of who you are. | wasborn adavein
Phil adel phiain 1760. | wasoneof thefirst
slavestobeemanci pated duringtheRev o-
lution ary era, and | was forced to forge an
identity for my self andfor my people. | be
came a Christian under the preaching of
Freeborn Garretson. He was an itinerant
preacher and | was sev en teen years of age.
Oh, | wasawak ened and brought to see my-
self fallen and wretched and without the
mercy of God. | knew my soul must belost.
| earned my free dom by saw ing cordwood
and driv ing awagon train dur ing the war.
After the war | furthered the Methodist
causeby becomingali censed exhorter. Oh,
| preached to colored people and White
folks aike from New York to South
Carolina. Therewereanum ber of Meth od-
ist leaders who made comment of my
preaching abilities, including the first
American Methodist bishop, Francis
Asbury. It was my good pleasureto have
been or dained by Bishop Asbury. | rejected
an of fer to become pastor of achurch or ga
nizedby TheFreeAfricanSoci ety. | simply
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informed them that | could not be any thing
elsebut aMeth odist. | wasborn and awak-

enedunder Methodism. Sotoreconcilemy
faithand my Af ri canidentity | formed my
own con gregation. | gath ered around me
ten Black Meth od istsand we took over a
black smith shop inthein creasingly Black
south ern section of Phil adel phia. We corn+

verted it to Bethel African Methodist
Espicopal Church.  Although Bethel

Churchopenedinacer emony led by Bishop
Asbury, its tiny congregation worshiped
sep arately fromitsWhitebroth ersand sis-

ters. Now before you start ritching around
in your seats and talk ing about me, call ing
menamesun der your breath, let metell you
about my deci siontoformaBlack congre-

gation. It was due to White racism. Al-

though most White Methodists in the
1790’ sfavoredemanci pation, they refused
to treat col ored peo ple as equals. They re-

fusedtoal low ustobeburiedinthecongre

gation’'scemeteries. May | remind you of

St. George’ sand how weleftthat sanctuary.
You for get, | know. Per mit meto re count
partof thatinci dent. A number of ususually

gathered for worship at St. George's, and
when the colored people became too nu-

mer ousthey moved usfromthe seatsweoc

cu pied, erected gal ler iesaround thewalls,

and said weshould sitthere. Thesex tonmet
us at the door on this sab bath morning and
di rectedustothegal lery. Weex pectedtosit
over the seatswenor mally oc cu pied.

Oncewe werethere, meet ing had be gun
and the el der said, “Let uspray.” We had
not been long upon our kneesbeforel heard
considerable scuffling and low taking. |
raised my head to see what was the mat ter
and there | saw atrustee hold ing the Rev.
Absalom Jones, pulling him up from his
knees and say ing, “Y ou must get up. You
cannot kneel here.” Mr. Jonesreplied, “ But
sir, wait ‘til prayer is over and we will quit
this place.” “No,” the trustee said, “You
must get up now.”

With that, he beck oned to other trust ees
and they beganto pull onoth ersof us. Now
by thistime prayer was over and we all left
thechurchinabody. They raised agreat ex-
citement andin quiry amongtheciti zens. |
suppose some became ashamed of their
conduct. For awhilethenew congregation
that | formed con tin ued to be part of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, receiving
preach ers ap pointed by the an nual con fer-
ence. But soonrelationshipsbegantodete
riorate: lack of support, lack of
un der stand ing on the part of White church
lead ers, cou pled by astrong desireby Af ri-
canAmeri canstowant toconduct theirown
busi ness. And so, thisled tothedenomi na
tionnow knownasAfricanMethodist Epis-
co pal Church.

| sawracial discrimi nationat St George' s
Churchasamani festation of thedeclineof
thefervor of Ameri canMethodism. Sol es
tablished the AME Church in protest
againstracismandtopreserveevangel i cak
ismandegal i tari anismin Ameri canMeth-
odism. | think | introduced abroader debate
of thenatureof Wesleyanspiritual ity, envi
sioningAfri canMethodismasamovement
that em phasized areli gion of warmth that
was more faithful to Wesley than White
AmericanMethodistchurchhadbecome.

RacismDi videdtheMethodist Family

DR. WIL LIAM MCCLAIN (AME Zion
Church): The corporate sin of racism di-
vided the early Methodist family. The
question comes to us now painfully as it
came of old. Lord, how long? Lord, how
long? A church that preached prevenient,
justifying, sancti fyinggrace, andtalkedthe
liber ating gospel of JesusChrist could not
findinitsheart thewill and away to practice
what it preached and taught.

The church of the Wesleys in North
Amer icacould not find that elu sive place
that comes when rhetoric and human
awareness are in compliance with each
other. And so, many African- American
Methodists, beginningwithRichard Al len
in Philadelphia, St. George’'s Church in
1787, and continuing with James Varick
and Peter Wil liamsinNew Y ork City at the
John Street Churchin1796, and continuing
withthecol ored membersof theMethodist
Episco pal Church, South, in New Or leans
in 1866 led by Wil liam Henry Miles and
RichardVanderhorst foundit necessary for
their ownwit ness, their ownintegrity, their
own self esteem, their own self devel op
ment to separate themselves from this
church. It was not the Wes|eyan the ol ogy
that they objected tofor they retaineditses
sential doc trines and ten ets. It was not the
episcopal pol ity that they resented. Because
of their af finity and ro mancewith Meth od-
ism, these African-American Methodist
bodiesestab lished, adopt ing with only mi
nor, mi nor, mi nor modi fi cationstheMeth-
odist Book of Discipline, the twenty-five
Arti clesof Reli gion, andthestructureof the
mother church. And just like the United
Meth od ists, two of their quadren nial gen-
eral confer enceswill meet |ater thisyear in
2000 aswell. It wasnot the struc ture, it was
not the Wesleyan hymnody that caused
themto go. Intheir early and present hym-
nals they printed and in their churches they
sang and continueto sing songsof graceand
sal vation of theWedeysand Methodism.

It wasnot that they did not believethat the
church ought to be global . They agreed with
John Wesley about the world being their
parish and proceeded rather early in the

livesof their churchesto establishmission
stationsof theirdenomi nationsinAfrica,in
Haiti, theBahamas, the Caribbean|slands,
Guyana, England, and other parts of the
world. It was not that they did not be lieve
that the church should be global. These Af-
rican-American Methodists quietly re-
belled against the offensiveness of
segregation, racism, lack of full
particpationinthelifeof the church, andthe
demeaning treat ment that they re ceived at
the hands of other professing Methodists
who were not of their same color.

They |eft be cause of thealarmingincon
sistencies between the teachings of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the ex -
pres sion and the prac tice of the faith. The
African Methodist Episcopal Church, the
AfricanMethodist Episcopal ZionChurch,
andtheColored, now called Christiansince
1954, Methodist Episcopal Church
emerged asthesymbol and the sub stance of
their rebel lion. Oneof thecontinuing sym-
bols and sub stance of that re bel lion isthe
AfricanMethodist Episcopal ZionChurch
protestingdiscriminationattheL ord’ stable
andthelack of coor di nationanditineration
of the Black ministersat John Street Meth-
odist Episcopal ChurchinNew Y ork City in
1796. James Varrick, who was to be come
the first bishop of the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church, requested of
Bishop FrancisAsbury, and wasgranted the
permission for the Africans who were
mem bersand sub scrib ersof the John Street
Church to con duct wor ship among them-
selves. They remained asso ci ated withthe
Methodist Episcopal body and the John
Street Church.

The ac tual break with the mother church
did not oc cur until theFall of 1820whenan
Africanconferencewasor ganized, still pro
testingthecontinuedmistreat ment of Black
peo ple by the par ent body. In 1822, they
elected James Varrick as bishop when four
con gre gations from New Y ork and Penn-
syl vaniaand Connecti cut cametogether to
formaseparatebody. Butthecompleteand
total break—still hoping, still wishing, still
trying to make the mother church be the
church—the com plete and to tal break did
notoccur until af tertheGeneral Conference
of 1824 of theMethodist Episcopal Church,
andthustheAME Zi onistsformed achurch
and cameintofull flower of freedom. Anda
freedom church it was, being the first
among al of theMeth odist bodies, in clud-
ing thepar ent church, to grant towomenthe
voteandclerical ordi nation. TheAMEZion
Church: there'slittlewonder that it claimed
theal legianceof suchlumi nouslead ersas
So journer Truth and Harriett Tubman and
Fred erick Douglass, who wasli censed asa
local preacher in the AME Zion Church.
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Per hapsthemost ami ableseparationof Af-
rican Amer i cansfrom the par ent body of
thisAfricanAmericanecclesi asti cal tril ogy
was the Colored, now called Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church. Requesting
and being granted the per missionto have
their own church sep arated fromthe Meth-
odist Episco pa Church, South, at the Gen+
eral Con fer ence of 1866 meet ing in New
Orleans, thesesouthernAfri canMethodists
established the CME Church in 1870 in
Jack son, Tennessee. ThereinFirstMethod
ist Church, South, of Jack son, Ten nes see,
Bishop Rob ert Payne con se crated thefirst
two bish ops of the CME Church, Wil liam
Henry Milesand Rich ard H. Vanderhorse,
completing the trio of separated African
Americanswhoretainedtheir al legianceto
Methodist theology, Methodist doctrine,
andpol ity; retainedtheir al legiance, but not
itspracticeof discrimi nation, segregation,
andracism. TheseAf ricanAmericanMeth
odist separate bodies exist today as re-
minder and symbol of acri sisof conscience
and the sub stance of adisunited church.

The question still remains, Lord, Lord,
how long? Lord, Lord, how long?

RacismEstablished
theCentral Jurisdiction

BISHOPJAMESS. THOMAS: Two out-
stand ing and deeply mov ingemotionsdoll
remem ber fromtheyear 1939. Thefirst and
quiteper sonal onewasmy col legegradua
tion, atimeof great joy. Thesecondwasthe
establishedfact of theCentral Jurisdiction,
atime of deep and pro found pain for me. |
was graduating from college, a loca
preacher, idedlistic, wishing more for the
church than the state could pro duce. These
conflicting emotions | remember as if it
wereyester day. | found out later that this
cursewassodeeply rootedin Ameri canhis-
tory and in church history that my deep pain
and joy, mixed as they were, was only a
small part of the story.

And so, let me share briefly a part of the
wider historical landscape that brought
abouttheestablishmentof theCentral Juris
diction. Oneof themost deci siveMethodist
General ConferencesmetinNew Y ork City
on May 1, 1844. (Meth od ists have a ways
likedMay.) Atthattime, dav ery had beena
major issuebothinthecol oniessince 1619
and in the United States since 1776. With
suchalonghistory of this*peculiarinsti tu-
tion” of dav ery,itwasinevitablethatithad
tobefacedby thethenMethodist Episcopal
Church. On Sat ur day, May 4, ex actly 156
years ago, a committee on davery was
formedintheMethodist Episcopal Church.
There wasin tense de bate—isthere ever a
General Conferencewithoutit? Thedebate
sur rounded theRev er end FrancisPardin, a

Baltimore preacher who held slaves and
had made an ap peal tothe Gen eral Confer-
ence that was turned down 117 to 56. The
General Conference then became em-
broiledintwoissues: one, theoverridingis
sue of dlav ery, with which it had had long
history; and two, the related issue of the
power of the General Conference to sus-
pendaminister, or asit turned out, abishop,
for hold ing daves. It is now awell-known
histori cal factthat theM ethodi st Episcopal
Church di vided over theis sue of race. The
longroadto Meth odistunionisastudy in
ecclesi asti cal history thatwouldbeinstruc
tivefor usheretonight. Whenthetimethree
major branches of the Methodist Church
united af ter 95 yearsof separation, amajor
ques tion was, “What shall we do with the
col ored members?’

BISHOP JAMES THOMAS: So much
for the history of the nine teenth cen tury.
OnMay 10, 1939, the three churches came
back together, Methodist Protestant,
Methodist Church, South, andtheMeth od-
ist Episcopal Church, North. It was a
long-awaited union, and there was great
inter est and tre men dousjoy, asit turned
out, for some, but not for others. There
were many meetingsof the Commission
onUniontry ingto bringthese churchesto-
gether in the interim between 1844 and
1939, aperiod of acentury-and-a-half, and
more, and so, in that con fer encein Cleve
land, Ohio, where we meet now, in 1919 a
proposal was adopted. That proposal
stated briefly that “the colored member-
ship of the church shall be con sti tuted and
recognized as a quadrennial or regional
conference.”

Itwasnosur prise, then, tostudentsof his
tory, when in 1939, that is pre cisely what
the General Conference did. The Black
mem ber ship of TheMethodist Churchhad
hoped for much more. We had dreamslong
be foreall of this be gan. Many of them re
mem beredthepro pheticwit nessof Francis
Asbury and John Wesley and Thomas Coke
intheearly days, and soweweredreaming
that the major ity of the church would lead
the state in climbing the mountain that
would over comeracism. Major priceof un-
ion was paid be cause that’ s the only basis
on which union could come—that the
Coloredpopulationbeset apartinaCentral
Jurisdiction.

This was high drama, not dry history.
There were 47 Black delegates at the
Uniting Confer enceinKansasCity. Nota
singleoneof them voted for the Central Ju-
risdiction. Thirty-six of themem bersof the
United Conference voted against, and 11
abstained. Again, themajor ity ruledinthis
case, asin 1844. Asthemajor ity of theGen

eral Confer enceinitsjoy over union stood
tosing“We'reMarchingtoZion,” JamesP.
Brawley pointsout that the Black del egates
re mained seated, and some of them wept.

Tonight, wemeet bothwith the bur den of
history andthelight of history sur rounding
us. Obviously, much has happened since
the Central Jurisdiction was abolished in
1967, but that is why we are here. We're
here and we con sider it ap pro pri atetore-
pent over the worst of our past, even aswe
embrace and rejoice over the best of our
past. Wefacetherea ity of thefu turewith
hope, and we con sider the history we have
had as God' s way of giv ing us a chanceto
climb a higher moun tain than we've ever
climbedbefore.

(Applause, Sanding Ovation)

ANTHONY ALEXANDER: When will
the church learn from its mis takes? When
will the church learn from its mistakes?

Let me tell you a story. It's 1964. Two
friends gather together. They’ve been
friends for some time. Went to Boston Uni-
versity together. Served on the Board of
Missionsto gether. Wereelected bishopsin
the same year. They decide, “Let’s go to
church.” Onebishopservesinthe“ Jurisdic
tion;” you know what | mean. The other
serves in the Boston area. They meet in
Jackson, Mississippi. They go to church.
I1t's Sunday morning—not just any Sunday
morning, it's Easter Sunday morning. So
that they can get a seat know ing how we
lovetoflock to church on Easter, they arrive
twenty minutes before the hour of wor -
ship—to be met by guards. It was the
guard’s duty to make sure that no Black or
inter racial com pany cameinto church. But
it' sEaster, so the bish opswere ap proached
by theguard and told they werenot coming
into that church and that they’ d per haps be
hap pier at aBlack Meth od ist church. You
see, it wasin the pal icy of this church that
noonedif fer entfromthemember shipwere
comingin.

Now, therewasapromi nentleader inthis
church, and when he saw the bishops he
rushed out to ask them perhaps to leave.
Y ou see, they read astatement. Let meshare
the state ment with you: “It isnot un-Chris-
tian that we prefer to re main an all-white
congregation. Thepracticeof separationof
the races in this church is a time-hon ored
tradi tion. Weearnestly hopethat theper pet-
u ation of that tradi tion will never beim-
paired.” This was in the '60s. Around this
issuethere were al most two dozen peo ple
arrested The hishops were spared by the
promi nent cit i zen who sought them an es-
cape route.
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The bishops had written two letters.
One they would read if they were ad mit-
ted, and if not, they would read another
one. Let mesharewithyouapor tion of the
onethey left: “A Christian’ sdesireto par-
tici pateinpublicwor ship, especially on
Easter, should nei ther oc casion sur prise
nor require ex planation. Thiswould ap-
pear to be an un deni ableright both from
thestand point of our national heri tageand
commonMethodistpractice.”

When will the church learn from its mis-
takes? It is now 2000, and the church is
gath ered to gether. Are there guardsin our
churcheskeep ing out those who are dif fer-
ent? Are there guards at your church?

(Applause)
(Music)
(Applause)
Racisminthe Church Today

BISHOP WOODIE WHITE: There is
more than a ker nel of truth in the ad age,
“The more things change, the more things
remainthesame.” Changeover our history
has oc curred, yet in so many ways so much
has re mained the same. How does rac ism
look inour churchtoday?1’ dlikeyouto see.
But I'd like you to see it from an other per-
spective, if youwill. At thisvery moment |
amabout to per formamiracle. Andthemir-
acleisthis: at thisvery moment ev ery White
per son here shall now be come aper son of
color. Ruth, you are now aper son of color,
you are not White any more. Cliff, you're
not White any more. Bill, you're not White
anymore. Susan, you're not White any -
more. John, you're not White anymore,
you' ve now be come a per son of color.

Now what will that mean to you in a
church where racism still ex ists?Let’s
see. First, all of you pastorswho cameto
thisGeneral Confer enceWhite, and now
are per sons of color, most of you nolon-
ger have an appointment, for the
churches where you serve and re ceived
you and wel comed you, eventhough you
have the same gifts, the same grace, the
same talent, the same desire, the same
spir i tual depth, the only thing that has
changed is your hue. And so you don’t
have achurch. And | would sus pect that
there are many laypersons who came
White and who have to return to their
churchesas per sonsof color, whowill no
lon ger bere ceived with warmth and gra
ciousness; who will no longer be wel -
comed; will no longer serve as
chairperson of the Women's Society;
wouldnolonger serveasthechair per son
of our women’'s organization or the
men’ sor gani zation; or thechair per sonof

theboard of trust ees. Nolonger. Theonly
thing that is changed is your hue. What
does it mean when a church still holds
racisminitslife? And | suspect thereare
those who may no lon ger have aplaceto
live for the house shown to you as a
White pro spec tive home pur chaser may
not be acom mu nity that wel comesyou
now. What does it mean in a church
whereracismexists?

| saw an ar ti cleonly afew weeks ago. It
wasti tled, “ Racismand SexismHasNoRe
spect for aPer son’sAccomplishnments.” It
went on to talk about prominent Afri-
can-Amer i canswho, intheev ery day pur-
suit of life, met racism despite their
ed u cation, despitetheir wealth, despiteall
that they had ac com plished. Racism hasa
way. That'sprob ably astruein the church.
Y ou ever been in ameet ing as a per son of
color and made a sug gestion or amotion
andnoonepaiditany attention, but aper son
of another color makes the same sugges
tion, the ssme mo tion, itisheard and isre-
ceived? Or, have you ac com plished some
stature: bishop, district superintendent,
theologi cal school professor only to have
youraccomplishmentsmini mized,ignored,
whileyour Whitecounter part thoseac com
plishmentscel ebrated and rec og nized. Or,
to have your shortcomings magni fiedand
your Whitecounter part’ smini mized?Rac
ism in the church.

Y ou ask and an swer the question: How
will you now be received in our United
Meth odist Church, not asaper son whose
skin is white but now a person of color?
Arch bishop Desmond Tutu’ svery pow er-
ful book No Commu nity With out For give
ness has said there were two things that
struck him as he moved through out South
Af rica. Looking at apart heid he said two
thingsreally struck him. Onewasthedepth
of inhumanity that couldbeper petratedon
other hu man be ings. He said it was just
dev astatingto seethedepthsof how ut terly
inhumane, racist, evil wecouldbe. Thenhe
said the other thing that struck him wasthe
heights to which the hu man family could
rise, and how they could tran scend years
and years and years of accul turationand
racism and bigotry and war, how they
could tran scend it and find a new place.
That’ swherewestandto day in The United
Methodist Church, capableof descending
tothedepthsof utterinhumanity toonean-
other, yet capableof transcendingracism,
bigotry and hatred. Where shall we go?
Shall wetranscend?Or shall wedescend?

(Applause)
(MusicbyOhioEcumeni cal Choir)

(Applause)

Exhor tationwithCall toConfession

BISHOPWIL LIAM R. GROVE: Aswe
haveheard, Richard Al lenbelievedthatrac
isminfected thelifeof theMethodist Epis
copa Church because the church had
departed from Methodist teaching and
Meth odistlifeinthespirit. Hebe gananew
church, not only to escaperacism, buttore-
cap ture the spirit of Meth od ism. Isit true
that our church can not beboth racist and au
thenti cally Methodist?Isittruethat wecan
not both preach and practice scriptural
ho li ness and treat any per son aslessthan
that per sonreallyis?

Itisquite astound ing to methat with the
sad history that wehaverecited and remem:
bered tonight, this church has never of fi-
cidly said, “We are sorry.” We have made
ef forts, sincereef forts, towardremedy and
reconcil i ation. Inthequadrenniumfol low
ing the end of the Central Jurisdiction, we
hadthequadrennial emphasisonreconcil i-
aion, but we have never said, “We're
sorry”; sorry for what happened at
St.George’ sinPhil adel phia, sorry for what
hap pened at John Streetin New Y ork, sorry
for what happened in the ME Church,
South, after the Civil War when former
slave masterswould not wor ship with for-
mer slaves, sorry for theevil deci sion made
in1939to createthe Centra Jurisdiction,
sorry for all theother mani festationsof rac
ismthat havelivedlikeamalig nancy inthe
bone mar row of thischurch all through the
years. Wehavenever, asachurch, inpublic
wor ship, asked for the for give ness of God
or of those who have been wounded, both
those who left and those who stayed. It is
high time to say, “We're sorry.”

Andonly theGeneral Confer encecando
it. Only the Gen eral Con fer ence speaksfor
thischurch. Recently, JohnPaul 11 askedthe
for give ness of God and of those who have
been wounded by actions of the Roman
CatholicChurchthroughthecenturies.No-
body said, “How can the pope con fess the
sin? Hewas n’t there when all those things
hap pened.” Ev ery body knowsthat only the
Holy Father could represent the Roman
Cath olic Churchin such an act of in sti tu-
tional penance. Inrelationtosuchanaction,
what the pope is to the Roman Catholic
Church, the General Con fer enceisto the
UnitedMethodist Church. Only theGeneral
Confer encecandothis.

Thoseof uswhoareEuropean-Ameri can
must seek per sonal for givenessbecausewe
aredl thebenefi ciariesof Whiteprivilege,
and no matter how hard we try to escape
rac ism, we are blind-sided by it over and
over and over again. But we, and par tic u-
larly thedel egates, must alsoconfessfor the
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church. We must say to God and to those
who have been wounded, both those who
left and those who stayed, “We are sorry.
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have
mercy upon us. Lord, havemercy uponus.”

We must say to every victim of our
church’s rac ism, those who left and those
who stayed, “Wearetruly sorry. We ask for
your for giveness.” Weshould ex pect acer-
tain skepticism, what one of my fellow
bish opsin the Com mis sion on Pan-Meth-
odistUnioncalleda“her meneuticof suspi
cion.” We should expect those whose
for givenessweseek towon der what dif fer-
enceitwill makeandtowatchtoseeif itre
ally makes any difference. They have a
right to ex pect to seethefruitsof our repen
tance. There can be no cheap grace. This
service must be only the beginning. But
thereishope, anditisinour Meth odist the-
ology and spirituality.Richard Allen was
cor rect: to the de gree that we are au then ti-
cally Meth od it, to that de gree we are not
racist. John Wesley taught us that we need
not be for ever what we are. We can be set
freenot only fromthe guilt of sin, but from
its power. His brother Charles taught us to
sing, “Hebreaksthepower of cancel ledsin.
Hesetstheprisoner free.” ThatisMethodist
teaching. Weneedbothjusti fyinggraceand
sancti fyinggraceinregardtoour sinof rac
ism. Gal loway Churchin Jack son, Missis-
sippi,isanil lustration of what ispossi ble.
We heard the story of Easter Day in 1964
when two Bishops, one Black and one
White, Bishop Charles Golden and Bishop
James K. Matthews were turned away from
worship. Galloway Church has been re-
leased from that prison and is today a
technicolor congregation, a rainbow fel -
lowship. We give thanks for that and we
pray that what has hap pened at Gal loway
will beaforetastefor theentireconnection.
We must teach our peo ple, we must teach
our own chil dren this his tory. We will do
that. Wewill put our opposi tiontoracism,
wetrust beforethisGeneral Conferencehas
ended, wewill beginto put our op posi tion
toracisminwhat most rep re sentsour in sti-
tutional identity and commit ment, namely
the Con sti tu tion of our church. This Gen-
eral Confer encewill havetheop por tu nity
tobeginthat. Buttonightitissmply timeto
say we' re sorry and ask thefor give ness of
God and of those who have been wounded,
both those who left and those who stayed.
“If we say we have no sin we de ceive our-
selves and the truth is not in us, but if we
confessour sinsGodisfaithful andjust and
will for giveour sins. Not only will God for-
giveour sins, but God will cleanse usfrom
alunrighteousness.”

Hear the read ing from the prophet. The
prophet Joel called upon the whole reli

gious community to repent with these
words: “Put on sack cloth and la ment, you
priests; wail al you ministersof the al tar.
Come, passthe night in sack cloth you min-
istersof my God!” Other pro phetic voices
lamented,inJeremiah,inLamentations,“ O
my poor peo ple, put onsack clothandroll in
ashes, making most bitter lamentations.
The el ders of the daugh ters of Zion sit on
the ground in si lence. They have thrown
dust on their heads and put on sack cloths.
Theyoung girls of Jeru salem have bowed
their heads to the ground.” Let usbein si-
lence. (si lentprayer)

Injust amo ment mem bersof the Council
of Bishopswill moveto stationsonthemain
floor with sack cloth and ashes. Mem bersof
thisassembly who aredown stairsintheau
ditoriumanddesiretopartici pate—werec
0g nize that some may not—who de sire to
par tici pateinthecall to re pentancefor the
sin of racism, please move to a station
wherethebish opswait to givetoyou astrip
of sackcloth to pin to your garment and
where you will recelve ashes. Because
movementisdif fi cultinthebal cony area,
bowls of ashes and strips of sack cloth will
be sent down therows. Thesister or brother
be side you will giveto you the sign of pen-
ance.Everyoneisinvitedtopartici pate. We
under standthat thisisaWhiteproblem.We
un der stand that some may not wish to par-
tici patebecausethey arethevictimsrather
the agents of rac ism. We ask that you re-
ceivethesignsof penancewith out conver-
sation. Afterwards through the evening
when the ser viceis ended you may wish to
seek out oth ers on the floor to make quiet,
per sonal gesturesof peaceandreconcil i a
tion. Asyou cometo the bishop to re ceive
thesack cloth and ashes, toreceivetheashes
extend your right arm and ashes will be
placed onyour wristandif youwon der why
the wrist, that is where the chains were.

(Musicaspeoplereceive
sack cloth and ashes)

(Song)
Common Pennance

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER: |
in vite you to find the in sert on the back of
this song “Dust and Ashes,” and aswe are
able, let us stand.

Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let usconfessto gether our sins:
Christ,our mediator,
weacknow! edgethesin of racism
within our body

against those who left and

against those who stayed.

Welament what we have done and
what we haveleft un done.
Weareheartily sorry and
wehumblyrepent.

Wepetitionfor God’ sfor giveness,
and sol emnly ask for giveness
from those whom we have wronged.

We ask that, by your grace, the sym-
bols

of judg ment wehaveem braced in this
service

may beturned into signs of hope,
aswestrivetobecomeaholy and righ-
teouspeople.

Absolution

O God, the au thor of all mercy,
who hasrec on ciled theworld through
thedeathandresur rectionof JesusChrist,

and who has sent the Holy Spirit among
us

toaf fectthefor givenessof sins,

grant us par don and peace

and the cour ageto right both our per sonal
sins

and the wrongs of our church.

May Al mighty God have mercy on us,

for give us all our sins, strengthen in al
goodness,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit

keep usin eter nal light. Amen.

(Song)
Oppor tunityfor Response
(Applause)

BISHOP ROY |. SANO: Weun der stand
that someintheback did not receivetheem-
blem of the Door of No Returnand also the
sack cloths. If you could raise your hand or
sig nal, wedo have somethat areavail able.
Wehave ad di tional onesthat areavail able
af ter theser vice. Wewanted to makeavail-
able time for representatives of our
Pan-Meth odist part ner shiptorespond and
we will just make the time available and
they may do asthey wish at thistime. So if
any would like to offer a response, we
would wel come them. Thisis Bishop Mc-
Kinley Y oung, Af ri canEpiscopal Method
ist Church.



1926

May 6, 2000

(Applause)
BishopMcKinley Young Responds

BISHOP MCKINLEY YOUNG: We
hear your dramaticwordsof confessionfor
your partici pationhistori callyintheinsti tu
tionof dav ery, your contemporaryinvolve
ment in the ingtitution of segregation,
Jim-Crowism, racism,theper pet uationof
white-skinpriv i lege. Wehear your sol emn
prayers and con fes sions and we' re deeply
moved as we share in prayer and wor ship.
For us, the true mea sure of your au thentic
re pen tance will come when the lights are
down and when the as sem blies are closed
and when you must return to South
Carolina, south Geor gia, Cobb County, and
in the Bronx.

Wehopethat what has started herewill be
continuedintherespectiveannual confer-
encesandinthelocal congregationsasthe
women gather, asthe men gather, when the
young peo ple are as sem bled; and that we
will taketo heart our real under standingfor
our responsi bil ity and helpthemtoelimi-
nateracisminour lifetime.

It must not just be words, but there must
be action. The kind and quality of
witness—which finds manifestation in
school boards, bank boardswhereloansare
made, school districts,inaf firmativeaction,
theaf firmationof af firmativeactioninedu
cation, inem ploy ment, andinhousing. No
longer must Black peopleand other per sons
of color remaininvisi bleevenwhenthey
stand inyour midst. Nolon ger must welook
like ev ery body else. We all look alike, we
al sound alike, we al tak alike. No, we
ain'tal aike. Weareall authenti cally and
uniquely dif fer ent. Nolon ger must per sons
in your own midst be perpetually dis-
counted, dismissed or derided. | can’t speak
for my father, and my grand father and my
grand mothers. | can’t speak for our grand-
par ents. | wishthey could hear your confes-
sionsto night. They were called auntie and
aunt and girl and boy and miss. | wish they
could hear your wordsof sol emncontri tion
tonight.

| believethat thereisabal cony in heaven
and that there are clouds of wit nesses who
have beenthereyearsto hear, and who pray
that we may have another opportunity to
make it hap pen and to makeit right. What
trib utes do we bring which are sym bols of
our contri tion and repentance? What sym-
bolsandtributesdoweof fertoindi catethat
our sor row are not just words, empty and
shal low, sound ing brassand tin kling cym-
bals, but they aresub stantiveindi cationsof
aradi cal new disposi tionfromwhencewe
move and live, love and act.

No, what starts here we af firm. We hear
you. Wesay yes. Wefor giveaswemoveto-
wardsreconcil i ation. Butthestepsfromthis
place and from this point for ward we must
take together courageously, deliberately,
intentionallyinall themani festationsof the
placeswhereweliveandreside.(Applause)
Oh, I hear your words, your €l 0 quence, your
drama. I’'m moved deeply by it, yes. | could
not help but bemoved toward an at ti tude of
for give ness. But | hope that out of thiswe
resolve...There was a Broadway play
which | like so much, it says, “Don’'t speak
the lan guage of love in words and in flow-
ery phrases. Don’t tell me in songs. If you
realy love me, just show me. If yourealy
love me, just show me. If you realylove
me, just show me.” (Applause) If youreally
love the people in your own community,
just show them. If you re aly love me, just
show me.

Our moth ersand fatherssangit well: “Is
yougotgoodreli gion?If youain't got good
reli gion, you can't crossthere.”

(Applause)

BISHOP RQOY I. SANO: Thisis Bishop
Clar enceCarr, Af ri canMethodist Episco-
pal Zion Church. (Applause)

Bishop Clar enceCarr Responds

BISHOP CLARENCE CARR: Thank
you Bishop Sano. To the Council of
Bishops, toour visitingbishops, ourgeneral
of fi cers,ecumeni cal representatives, del e
gates, and friends. As| stand beforeyouto-
night, it is quite obvious that | stand not
alone. My sister and the presi dent of our
Connectional Lay Coun cil, Sister LulaK.
Howard, stands be side me. But as | stand
beforeyou to night | want you to know that
there is a “we-ness’ in me. | stand with a
host of sons and daugh ters: James Varick,
Christo pher Rush, JamesWalker Hood, AF
exander Walters, William Jacob Walls,
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth just to
name afew.

| stand beforeyou asarep resentative of

204 yearsof history. Two hun dred and four

yearsisalongtime. Ittook usalongtimeto
cometo thisplace. A lot of wounds, alot of

bruises. And | want you to know tonight

that those wounds are deep. | stand to say to
you that wewere com pelledinto being. We

were com pelled into being, not be cause of

somedoctrinal dif fer ences, not be cause of

proclamation, but becauseof practice. Be

cause of not what you said but what you did.
Noproblemswithsymbol ismbutaproblem
with sub stance. And | would hopeto night,
and my deep de sireisthat we would move

fromsymbol ismtosub stance.

Theex er ciseinwhichweareengagedisa
ver bal ad mission of in jury and the de hu-
manizing impact of racism in the church.
Let me hasten to add that histor i cal words
have no vir tueof themselves. Novalidity
without historical deeds. The rit ua of re-
pentancea onedoesnot leadtothedevel op
ment of a new attitude, of a new socia
con scious ness. For what you do speaks so
loud | can not hear what you say. Therit ual
tree of repentance is barren without fruit
wor thy of repentance. Theradi cal actof re
pentanceleadsto redemption and redemp-
tion demands restitution, reparation. The
liber ationthat one seeksin an act of re pern+
tance must be a means that pro vides for a
new sense of free dom, both for the vic tim
andforthevictimizer.

My friends, | want you to know that there
arethosewhoex pressskepti cisminpartici-
pat inginan act that might turn out to just be
acharade. | pray that we will not just ask
God to blesswhat we do but that we will do
what God can bless.

(Applause)

Thisisastartinwhat | believeistheright
di rection. Thisisadefiningmomentinthe
lifeof thechurch of JohnWesley. Weareof
theWesleyantradi tionand I’ m com pelled
in the spirit of him who was and who isand
who isto come, the Nazarene, the great lib-
erator, whose name is Jesus—I'm com-
pelledtosay | accept your act of repentance.
I’m not go ing to be ajudge, but | want you
to know that we will be fruit inspectors.
Thank you. (Applause)

BISHOP ROY SANO: Bishop Nathaniel
Lindsey, Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church, and Juanita Bryant.

Juanita Bryant Re sponds

JUANITA BRYANT: To the Coun cil of
Bishops, to thelay and clergy del e gates of
The United Meth od ist Church and to God
whoislook ing down on usright now—per-
haps he should have been first—I just want
you to know that | am deeply moved. | re-
aly feel kind of humbleat thispointintime
that | was se lected by my church to rep re-
sent all of themtobeheretoreceiveyour act
of re pen tance. And as| stand here | think
about the fact that we can talk about and we
havelistened to and we' ve heard and we' ve
seen that our past has been abit ter one, that
our past has been apain ful one. But | also
seesomething elseand that is| see hopefor
thefuture. (Applause) | am re minded of a
song that | used to sing in high school, “No
manisanisland, no man standsalone, each
man ismy brother, each manismy friend.”
Thewords may bealit tle off. But | think of
each one of you as my brother, my sis ter,
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and my friend, and we have to go out each
one of us. It just takes one per son to reach
out to an other per son. And aswe reach out
tothat per son, that other per son reachesout
tosomeoneelse. Soit only takes one step at
atime, oneper son at atime, onelit tlesmall
victory at atime, andtruly our futurewill be
abright one. Thank you.

Bishop Nathaniel Lindsey Re sponds

BISHOP NATHANIEL LINDSEY: In
this 21* century | asked myself , “Lord,
Lord, how long? What difference will it
make? What dif fer encewill it make?’ My
mindgoesback to 1870in Jack son, Tennes-
see, whentheColored Methodi st Episcopal
Churchwas sep arated fromtheMeth od ist
Church, South. I'm moved tonight, I'm
deeply moved. Weap preci ate, very ap pre
ciative of this sym bolic act of re pen tance
andfor giveness. Asweknow asymbol par-
tici patesinthereal ity whichitsymbol izes.|
seethisrit ua to night as an act of su preme
impor tance. Number one, it’ saritual which
isanti-racist and pro-people, and | hopethat
thosewho par tici patein thissym bolic act
will recognizethistonight. Secondly, itisa
ritual which participates in a purging of
guilt and a symbol of new beginnings.
Third, it is aritual of wholeness and not
fragmentation. Itisarit ual of memory and
anover coming. Itisarit ual of memory but
also of determinationto initi atejusticein
the church of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. It ismy hope that we will be deeply
committedtomakingthissymbolicactare
aity. | wear this sackcloth as a symbol
which saysweac cept thisrepentant act and
joininby acceptingtheactinthespiritof re
pentanceto God for any feel ingsof hatewe
have ex pressed asapeo pletothosewho ac-
tualy killed, segregated, and/or discrimi
nated against us on the basis of our skin
color. Wefor giveyou. By our enteringinto
thisritual of for givenessandrepentance, we
will be waiting to see what will happen.
Andaswewait wewill bework ingwithyou
and trusting that we will be working to-
gether to bring an end to all of the rac ism
that we have experienced over the many
years. We want to be gin anew, to the glory
of God. Praise beto God Al mighty.

Level ingofthePlumb-Line

BISHOPS. CLIFTON IVES: Therepre-
sentativemem bersof theGeneral Confer-
enceof TheUnited Meth odist Church have
repented of the sin of racism within our
communion and, in good faith, intend to
make a new beginning. The church ear -
nestly desires the leveling of God's
plumb-line. We yearn for unity in our faith
family. Weear nestly pray that thebibli cal
symbolsof propheticjudg mentwehaveex

perienced tonight will become signs of
hope. Asthehymnissung, basketsof salt
will bepassed sothat each partici pantinthe
servicewill remember our vow andintentto
“preserve” our unity in Christ. Please stand
asyou areableforthesinging of our uniting
hymn.

(Congregationsings
“Jesus, Lord, WeLook to Thee” )

Sending Chargetothe Assembly

BYRD L. BONNER, ESQ.: Wheredowe
gofromhere? “Inthe snow and cold of wir-
ter there is a spring that waits to be, un re-
vealed until its season, something God
alonecansee.” Oneof my ear i est memo-
riesof child hood on thefringesof the South
isof asmall, tight, lov ing com mu nity. |
was maybe four or five yearsold and | was
with afew other kidshad been askedtobein
ashow. Well, I’ d never been on stagebefore
but | had seen afew Ed Sullivan shows, and
| felt | knew maybe what to do. My pre-
school teacher worked with me on the
words to a song, and one of my neigh bors
wasplay ingthe pi anoand worked withme.
We re hearsed and re hearsed, and then the
big night came. Wewent tothejunior high
auditorium. Now that may not sound so
great, but | promiseyou it wasthe big gest
audi toriumintheworld! It had abal cony
that wrapped all theway around—at |east as
bigasthisroom. Ithadlittlefootlightsalong
the edge of the stage. And it had a big red
vel vet cur tain that opened and closed on a
pul ley. It wasthe bigtime. | ar rived in my
cos tume, went straight to where | was told
to stand, and then anicelady came and took
me by the hand and took meto alongtable
sur rounded by stoolsand said, “It’ stimefor
your makeup, Byrd.”

Well, | really had n't planned on makeup,
but | figuredif that’ swhat | havetodoto get
tosingin front of all those mil lions of peo-
ple, | guess| could put upwithit. Sol went
over there, and she said, “OK.” She sat me
down and | closed my eyes. Then she said,
“There, how is that?” And | opened my
eyes and my face was painted black. And |
went to the open ing on the stage where we
weretogoinand | walked out on that stage
and there was my neighbor and my pre-
school teacher and astagefull of peo plethat
| had known all the four or five years of my
life, al with faces painted black with grease
paint. | wasinaminstrel show. Thesin of
racism runs deep and long in the largely
whiteUnited Meth odist tradi tion. It hasbe
comesoingrainedinour churchlifeand our
human life as to becomeinstitutionalized
andrational ized. | havebeen askedto chat
lenge and charge The United Methodist
Church. Well that seems to be on every-

one's agenda these days. Asachurch, asa
peo ple, how doweauthenti cally changeso
radi cally, how doweliveinthesenew ways
that we have just been chal lengedto—to
this type of fruit inspection? Clearly the
first step, it seemsto me, isto rise above our
own humanity and to search for something
that is of God. “From the past will come a
future. Whatitholds,amystery, unreveaed
until its sea son, something God alone can
see.” Through my experiences on the
Pan-Methodist Commissionthisquadren
nium, | havelearned awholelot more about
racial justicethan about ecumenismor any
hopeof union. | havechal lenged my self to
livein new wayswithinmy owndenomi na
tion, to put my self in the place of oth ersin
or dertotry tounder stand their pain. | know
I cannot fully, butisn’t that the ex am pleof
Jesus?Oneway that Jesuspreached washy
identi fy ing withthosewho weredif fer ent
from him self. Thatisachal lengefor any-
one of us who has and does draw dis tinc-
tions about per sons be cause of the color of
skin. | doit, | daresay ev ery oneinthisroom
doesit. Try to rise above our hu man ity to
something of God.

Georgia Harkness once wrote in verse
about God' s ag ony over the fee ble ness of
those who are or have beenin po si tions of
rel ativepower, in seek ing to know the pain
of thoseinposi tionsof rel ativepow er less
ness. She wrote in part in her hymn “The
Agony of God,” “I listen to the agony of
God, | who am fed, | who am warm, | who
am strong. | listen to the ag ony of God, but
know full well that not until | sharetheir bit-
ter cry, earth’ spainand hell, can God within
my spirit dwell to bring God's kingdom
nigh.” In the last six months | have had
other WhiteUnited Methodistsrefusetoat-
tend meetings where this approach to re-
pentance for rac ism wasto be dis cussed.
Oth ershave sent an gry let tersto oneswho
have spo ken out against vestigesof racism
that re main and of ten predomi natewithin
our church. We are not a perfect people.
And| havecometo seethat thiscall togenu
inerepentancemay placemorestressonthe
pews of United Meth od ism than al of the
other issues that this denomination faces
rolledtogether.

It strikes at the very core of our hu man
con di tion, how wetreat one an other inthe
nameof love. My chal lengetoyou, my sis
tersandbrothers, istolistentotheagony of
Godwhenitcomestoracial justice. |, who
haveinheritedahistory ancientandrecent,
maybeeven asrecent asalegislativecom
mit teethisaf ter noon of marginalizing oth-
ers, | could dll perpetuate injustices
against broth ersand sisterswithin my own
church. |, who amaWhite United Meth od-
ist, who have never felt excluded from a
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worshipping community because of the
color of my skin, who have never been the
subject of that faint yet deaf ening mur mur
atjurisdictional confer encesaf tertheelec
tion of abishop of color, that oneisenough
be cause of the color of my skin, who have
never had my credit scruti nized beyond be
lief be cause of the color of my skin, who
have never known the feel ing of fear and
despair fromseeingapew, aroom, or acha
pel named for afor mer Ku Klux Klan state
leader be cause of the color of my skin, who
have never been stalked by an un der cover
agent in astore be cause of the color of my
skin, who have not had the in sti tu tions of
my her i tage, camps, schools, even churches
demolished and forgotten because of the
color of my skin, who do not know thefrus-
trationof hittingaglassceil inginmy jobor
in my ap point ment be cause of the color of
my skin. But | know full well, that not until
| share, not just here, “but share that bit ter
cry, earth’s pain and hell, can God within
my spirit dwell to bring God's kingdom
nigh.”

Thatistheroadtoanauthentic, genuine
repentance and reconciliation. Through
the miracle of Easter, we are given the
hope of be ing able to dieto the sin of rac-
ism, al of us, and to rise again into new
lightsof loveandreconcil i ation.

Thanksbeto God that min strel showsare
no more. Now we are left with more care-
fully veiled and hid den forms of patroniz-
ing, marginalizing, and disenfranchising,
yes, evensometimes, evenespecially inour
own United Meth odist Church. | havebeen
told more times than | can count, by other
WhiteUnited Meth odists, that | amtoo sen+
sitive for my own good; by family, by
friends, by confer encelead ers, by pastors,
by lo cal churchmem bers; too sensi tivefor
my own good. But | am hereto tell you to-
night my sistersand broth ers, that thereisa
good far greater than my own good. (Ap-
plause) And | think that we can join in that
to gether that in Je sus Christ, thereisagood
far greater than my own good.

“Inour deatharesur rection, at thelast, a
victory, unreveaed until itsseason, some-
thing God alonecan see.” Whenit comesto
racial justice, the season of which Natalie
Sweet has so powerfully spoken is now.
Amen.

Benediction

BRUCEW. ROB BINS:

Friendsin Christ, let us be sent from this
placewith convictioninour heartsto
movefrom sym bol ismto sub stance, to put
our wordsinto ac tion—united to gether as
oneMethodistfaithfamily.

In the quest for unity

westand together
righted by a plumb-line
cleansed by ashes,
sup ported by the saints.
Assistersand broth ersin Christ
we arewashed in a font,
nour ished at acom montable,
held to gether by song and story.
Wego forth asone church,
the body of Christ,
thepeoplecalled Methodists,
salted and ready for mission.

Sending Forth

BISHOP ROY SANO: Bishop Thomas
reminded usin 1919 wasthefirst idea sug-
gestedtoset asideaseparateregiond racial
body intheMeth odist family; andin 1939,
it became fact. That happened here in
Cleveland to night, theyear 2000. We have
made re pen tance and we have re solved to
right the wrongs. At the General Confer-
ence of 2020, where will we be? May God
help usmove ahead and erad i catethedi vi-
sionsthat sep arate usthat thebody of Christ
may reflect hisvi sion, and that weto gether
withthework of theCommissiononUnion
now in cooperation join, and with some
measure of this kind of spirituality, see a
new day comeat General Confer ence2020.

The grace of the Lord Je sus Christ,
the love of God,

and the com mu nion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you, now and for ever.

Goin peace.
Alleluial

(Song)
Friday Morning
May 5, 2000

BISHOP BRUCE BLAKE: The con fer-
encewill beinor der. Wewill look for ward
to the con cert at noon, shared by our choirs
andweex pressour appreci ationtothemfor
theirlead er shipandwor ship.

(Applause)

BISHOPBRUCE P. BLAKE: Thank you
so much. We will turn now to the chair per-
son of thecal en dar and agendacom mit tee
for an en abling motion for thismorning’s
session.

MARY AL ICEMASSEY : Bishop White
and delegates, your agenda is found this
morning onthefront pageof theDCA. Af ter
the passing of the gavel therewill be amat-
terrelat ing to last night’ s ser vice that will
take amin ute or two. Then we'll move on
throughthenomi nations: Judi cial Council
and Uni ver sity Senate. Then we will have
the Connectional Pro cess Teamreport. Fol-
low ing that re port there will be no fur ther
busi nessthismorning. And now | believe
our chair man of the cal en dar items has a
word. | move the adoption of today's
agenda.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, it is moved; the
adoptionof today’ sagenda. We'll useelec
tronic voting. If you would approve the
agenda—vote yes, num ber 1; no, num ber
two—when the light comes on. It is ap-
proved. (vote 690-13)

Now wewill turnto somevery im por tant
information that every delegate should
be—needsto bein structed about aswe cor+
tinueour legislativework.

FITZGERALD REIST (Coordinator of
theCal endar): Goodmorning.

BISHOP BLAKE: Please iden tify your-
sef.

ConsentCal endar Explained

FITZGERALD REIST: Please turn in
your Daily ChristianAdvocate for today,
Fri day, May 5, 2000, val. 4, no. 4 to pg.
1834. The first Consent Cal endarbegins
there. Items on the Consent Cal endar are
not debated but are acted upon asagroupin
subsections.

The Consent Calendar is divided into
three subsections. Consent Calendar AO1
beginsonpg. 1834 with Cal endar [temOne.
The legidative committees which acted
upon these items are recommending con-
currence or agreement with proposed
changes in the Discipline. Five or fewer
negativevoteswererecordedincommittee
action on these items. Consent Cdendar
B01beginsonpg. 1838 with Cal endar Item
48.Thelegislativecommitteeswhichacted
upon these items are recommending con-
currence or agreement with proposed
non-disci plinary actions. Fiveor fewer neg
ativevoteswererecordedincom mit teeac
tionontheseitems. Consent Cal endar Items
CO01 begin on page. 1841 with Calendar
I1tem83. Thelegislativecommitteeswhich
acted upon theseitems arerec om mend ing
non-concur renceor disagreement withpro-
posed actions. Fiveor fewer neg ativevotes
wererecordedincommitteeactiononthese
items.

Cal endaritemsnot ontheConsent Cal en
dar begin on pg. 1846 with Cal en dar Item
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142andmustbeconsideredindi vidually by
the General Confer enceasawhole.

Items may be re moved from the Con sent
Calendar with the signatures and printed
names of five delegates on the form pro-
videdinthesecretary’ sof fice, Room 204,
and re turned to that room no later than 3
p.m. of the day in which the item first ap-
pears in the DCA. That means for that the
itemsthat areintoday’s DCA , in the Con-
sent Cal endar, thisform must becom pleted
and returned to the secretary’sof ficeby
three o'clock today. Which means you
needtopay at tentiontothe Consent Cal en
dars when you re ceive them. If you have
dif fi culty withyour handwriting, letmeask
you to have some one el se print your name.
Wemust beabletover ify that the namesre
celvedaredd egatesof theGenera Confer-
ence.

I want toof fer aword of congrat ulations
toyou. You will no ticethat there are 175
Cal endar Itemsintoday’ sSDCA. That'sthe
high est num ber onthefirst day of Con sent
Cal endar publi cationsince 1984. Tremen
dous work.

(Applause)

Another word. We expect all the peti
tions—the last petitions—will be distrib-
uted to legidative committees this
af ter noon. Let mesay that the Con sent Cal-
endarswill be pre sented for ac tion to mor-
row morning. Thank you.

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you for that in-
for mation. Wewill now turntothe Af rica
Uni ver sity report; and | wouldturnto James
Salley, asadel e gate of the con fer ence, to
makean enabling motion.

JAMES H. SALLEY: (Lay delegate,
South Carolina Conference): Bishop, |
moveto suspend therulesto a low for dis-
tri butionof material relatedtothereport at
theconclusionof theAf ricaUni ver sity re
port.

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there a second?
Been moved and sec onded to sus pend the
rules to al low distri butionof material re
lated to thisre port at the end of the re port.
Please votewhen thelight co meson. (Vote
796-26)

Itissoor dered. Tolead usthroughthe Af-
rica University report we turn to Bishop
Emilio de Carvaho of Angola, who has
been in volved with and aleader in Af rica
University since its inception. Bishop de
Carvalho.

(Applause)
AfricaUni ver sityReport

BISHOP EMILIO JM. DE
CARVALHO: Thank you. Bishop Blake,

del egatestothe General Confer ence 2000,
sistersand broth ers. Af ricaUni ver sity co-
mesto you fol low ing four yearsof intense
activitiesaimedat educatingthenew lead
er shipof Af ricaand advancingtheeduca
tional goals of the peo ples of Af rica. This
prog ressre port for 1989-1999, ten years of
activ i ties, isonyour tables since thefirst
day of thisGen eral Confer ence.

AfricaUniversity, thelatesteducational
andex citingendeavor of TheUnited Meth-
odist Church, is accomplishing its role.
Please hold thispre sentation and continue
to sup port Af ricaUni ver sity. | amglad to
introducetoyou Dr. Roger Ireson, the Gen
eral Secretary of the General Board of
Higher EducationandMinistry.

(Applause)

ROGER W. IRESON: Bishop Blake,
members of the General Confer ence, and
friends of Africa University. We are
pleased to bring you thisup date on what is
per hapsoneof themost signifi cant projects
of The United Methodist Church in the
twenti eth century and now thetwenty-first
century. Y ouwill remember whenthisgreat
legislationwas passed in 1988, we be gan,
after negotiations with the governmentin
1992, with an empty field. And we now
have aworld-class uni ver sity and cam pus
with871studentsstudy inginfivefacul ties
from eigh teen Af ri can coun tries—43 per-
cent of which are fe male, and 57 per cent,
male.

(Applause)

We have fac ulty from twelve coun tries,
most of them Af rica. Thedreamof bringing
together peoplefrommany countries, many
tribes, and many tradi tionstoliveand work
andstudy together for thefutureof Africais
being re a ized. And we now move to the
sixth faculty. Every Genera Conference
since 1988 has asked us to be sure that we
will build thefac ulty of medi cal or health
Sci ences.

Yes, itistruewehavesomepoliti cal un
restinZimbabweof whichyouareall aware
and about which we have given you the
most up dated re port. But themost pressing
problemis72 per centinflationand 50 per-
cent un em ploy ment, an ex changeratear tr
fi cially depressed at 38t0 1, sothat wehave
soar ingcosts, whichwehadnotantici pated
aswebegantoputtogether themassiveplan
for Af ricaUni ver sity. And that iswhy we
are com ing be fore you thistimeto ask for
morethanwehaveasked for beforebecause
of thepressing need. Wesaidin 1988, when
it cametimefor thefac ulty of medi cal sci-
ences or health sci ences, that isamore ex-

pen sivefac ulty and it would take morein-
vest ment of our funds. Thetimeisnow.

We have completed a study under the
leadership of Dr. James Holsinger from
Kentucky and Dr. Paul Van Buren, and this
study has surveyed over eight African
coun tries and their health needs. We have
worked with the West China School of
Med i cal Sci ences, which would liketo re-
turn after the cultura revolution to The
United Methodist Church, and they have
sur veyed many of the extant pro gramsin
Africafor cur riculumadvice. Weare now
ready to put in place, in 2001, afac ulty of
medical sciences that will indeed train
health professionals, sothat many vil lages
that now have no medical personnel will
have at least a highly trained nurse or spe-
ciaist for medical consultation, and ulti-
mately move on to the MD de gree. But the
pressing need right now in our study, which
you havebeforeyou, isto put health profes
sionasthrough out Af ricainthevil lages.

We are also ready to redize what we
dreamed of in 1988: anintegrated pan-Af ri-
can educational system in which we will
havethemain Af ri can Uni ver sity cam pus
inZimbabwe, butalsoasat el litecampusin
West Af rica, inLi beria—and you havethe
agree ment be fore you that we signed two
weeks ago—a satellite campus in the
Congo, onein Angola, ul ti mately, and one
inMo zambique. Andinthisway therewill
beaccessi bil itytostudentsfromall over Af-
rica to experience an integrated United
Methodist value-centered educational ex-
peri enceof qual ity.

(Applause)

We aso have a grant made through
USAID, which will be matched by your ac-
tion today, to put in place something we
have now studied for six years, working
withtheNebraskaEducational Televi sion
Network, namely, a satellite technology
systemthat will link thecam pusesof Africa
University in interactive learning through
televi sion and media, and will link themto
AmericanUniversityinWashington,D.C.,
to Aoyama Gakvin University in Tokyo,
and to Universidade de Frtaleza in Brazil.
We will therefore be bringing together
Meth odist studentsfromall over theworld
tointer actto gether aswecreateanew gen
erationof Christianleaders.

All of thishas hap pened be cause of your
commitment. We need $20 million. We
asked in 1988 for $20 mil lion dol lars. Now
we re ally need this to put these stages in
place, toinsurehighqual ity value-centered
education for the continent of Africa and
draw ingto gether these other cam pusesthat
now existintooneuni fied systemfor thefu
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tureof thenext generation. Ourendow ment
fund is at $18,700,000; it needs to be at
$50,000,000 whenthisprojectiscom pleted
so that they may con tinue.

Finaly, let me conclude by reminding
you of what | thought of asavery poi gnant
il lustration. When we walked through the
empty fields, whichisnow Af ricaUni ver-
sity, and we saw some lit tle huts that were
living units, we—you remember we en-
coun tered ayoung girl, aged about eight or
nine. We told her something that seemed
impossi bleto her, that therewould beauni-
versity right here by her home; and we
asked her what shethought of that. And she
said, “I want to study there. | want to be a
doc tor be cause | want to fix hearts.” Per-
haps she expressed the missionof Af rica
University better than any of us. We're
abouttransforminglives,informinganded
ucating minds, so that we may heal the
heartsof Af ricaand theworld. Thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP DE CARVALHO: Thank you,
Dr. Roger Ireson. Professor Murapa, the
vice-chancel lor of AfricaUni ver sity,isalso
with us. | call upon you at this mo ment.

(Applause)

PROFESSOR MURAPA: Thank you,
bishop. Let mefirst be gin by ac knowl edg-
ing the presence of some of our board mem:
bers. You have met Bishop de Carvalho,
who isthe chan cel lor and chair man of the
board. Present with usisthevice-chair man
of the board, Bishop Felton May, and
Bishop Jokomo, as well asthe chair man of
the Development Committee, Bishop
Norris. Bishop and delegates, | bring you
greet ingsin the name of our Lord and Sav-
ior JesusChrist, fromAf ricaUni ver sity’s
students, staff, andfaculty. Today | cometo
you first to thank you for your gifts, your
prayers, and in deed, your faith. You have
enabled Af ricaUni ver sity to bewhereitis
today.

In just a few min utes, you will see and
hear the hope of Af rica, its young peo ple.
Thepromiseandthevi tal ity evi dentinthe
melodi ousvoicesof theseyoung Angolans,
Congolese, Ghanaians, Mozambiqueians,
Sierra  Leonians, Zimbabweans—who
maketheAf ricaUni ver sity Chamber Choir,
those voices embody the hope of Africa
For we, who are many, are one body. These
young peo ple and the more than two hun-
dredotherswhohaveal ready graduatedand
gone home to their various countries are
your invest mentin Af rica' sfuture. Itisa
greatinvestment.

I’m awarethat dur ing the last few weeks
many of you have had anx i eties, and per-

haps rightly so; anxietiesre gard ing the fu-
ture of Af ricaUni ver sity inview of there
centpoliti cal devel opmentsinZimbabwe.
There may even be some who would want
the church to dis en gage from Af rica Uni-
versity and from Zimbabwe datogether.
They ask, “How safe is our investment?
Why shouldwecontinuetoinvestinAfrica
Uni ver sity?’ My answerissimple: Weare
the Church, and we can not retreat from do-
ingwhat isgood and right sim ply becauseit
is safer to do so.

| be lieve that we are all agreed that the
cur rent cri sisin Zim babwe stemsfrom an
histori calinjusticeregardinginequalitiesin
the ownership and distribution of land.
Opinionsdif fer on how best to ad dressthis
injusticeinamannerthat bringsabout dura
ble eq uity and peace, thereby cre at ing an
envi ronment conducivetosustainablede
vel opment for al. This, indeed, isthechal-
lenge and the rea son for being de raison
d etrefor the ex istence of Af ricaUni ver-
Sity.

No, we cannot retreat. If anything, we
must redou bleour resolveand ef fortstode
velop the intellectual and mora founda
tionsfor enlight enedleader ship, whichwill
copewith such cri sesin apeaceful and just
manner any whereontheAfri canconti nent.
As the only United Methodist church-re-
lated pri vateand pan-Afri caninsti tutionof
higher learning, Africa University has
placedtheissueof |ead er ship at theheart of
itsmission. Af ricaneedslead ers; it needs
lead erswho shun cor rupt practicesand seek
toprovidehonestservice,leaderswhooper
ateinatranspar entway, whoaretol er antto
op posing viewsandwho areac count ableto
theirconstituents.

RUDAKO MARAGO: Through Africa
Uni ver sity, youarepart of thedevel opment
of that new lead er ship onthe Af ri can contt
nent. So let me assureyouunequivocally
that your invest mentissafe. Af ricaUni ver-
sityisavi able, excitingprojectandthrough
itsproducts, itisal ready havingaprofound
and posi tiveimpact oncommuni tiesacross
theconti nent. L et us, together, look forward
tothefuturewith confi dence. Weat Africa
Uni ver sity arenot deterred; indeed, weare
em bark ing on even more chal leng ing de
velopments.

| now turn to you to make an ur gent ap-
peal. Dr. Ireson hasal ready madeit. Theap-
peal for strengtheningthelifelineof Africa
University. As you may be aware, from
1988 to this year, 2000, the church ap por-
tion ment to sup port Af ricaUni ver sity has
remained static at $10,000,000 per qua-
drennium. Inspiteof this, Af ricaUni ver sity
has astutely managed these limited re-
sources in order to meet its budget ary re

quirements. This, you will agree, has not

been easy. Given the ever-grow ing nature
of thein sti tution, interms of stu dent num-

bers, academic programs, infrastructure,

community-ori entedactivities, etc.,etc.As

your vice-chancellor, | find myself in a
most difficult position—literally between

therock andahard place. | findmy self inan

unenviable position of having to use the
samelevel of funding wegotin 1992 to bal-

ance the bud get of the year 2000. Clearly,

we have now reached a point where the
seams can no lon ger hold. We des per ately

need afur ther sub stantial infusionof fi nan

cial resourcestomeet thechal lengesahead.

Hence, this SOS.

Itisfor thesereasonsthat wearecoming
toyouwiththerequest for thechurch ap por-
tion ment sup port of twenty mil liondol lars
for the coming quadrennium. | know the
churchremainscommitted, andtherefore, |
wishtocal onittoredoubleitssup portin
advancingthisnoblecause—God' scause. |
thank you.

(Applause)

BISHOP EMILIO DE CARVALHO:
Thank you, Pro fes sor Marago. | call upon
Dr.JamesSalley, theassistant vicechancel
lor for devel opmentof Af ricaUni ver sity,
whom | want to request to carry onthispro-
gramuntil theend.

(Applause)

JAMES H. SALLEY: Bishop Blake and
mem bersof the2000 Gen eral Confer ence,
we greet you in the name of our Lord and
Sav ior Je sus Christ, the Onewho isableto
keepusfromfall ing. Wethank youfor your
sup port of Af ricaUni ver sity and call your
attentiontop. 12 of the Af ricaUni ver sity
progressreportthat youreceivedear lierthis
week, in 1989 to ‘ 99.

There's a sentence there, on p.12, that
reads: “Thefirst three-story resi dence hall
issponsored by theNorthand SouthIndi ana
annual confer ences.” Infact, theNorth In-
di anaconfer enceprovidedagener ousgift
tobuildanddedi catetwothree-story dor mi-
tories. TheSouthIndi anaconfer ence—

(Applause)

—the South Indiana conference is cur-
rently pro vid ing the sup port in the cur rent
constructionof twothree-story dormi tories.
Thanks to both annual conferences under
the leadership of Bishop Woodie White.
Andweregrettheerror.

It sgood for usto be herein the East Ohio
Annua Conference. This annua confer-
ence hasbeen very gen er ousto Af ricaUni-
ver sity. They built two dor mi torieswhere
these students currently reside. They've
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adsoprov ided fundingfor schol ar shipsfor
students. Infact, thelat est en dowed schol-
arship a Africa University has been en-
dowed by the Cleveland District of the East
OhioAnnual Conference.

(Applause)

Thanksto Dr. Jul ius Trimble and the peo-
pleof theClevelanddistrict of theEast Ohio
Annua Confer encefor going over thetop.
Thanksto Bishop Edwin Boltonfor starting
therace, andto Bishop Jonathan K eatonfor
tak ingthebatonandfinishingtherace. We
only regret that Bishop Boltonisnot hereto
seethese stu dents and see this Af ricaUni-
ver sity reportinthisGeneral Confer ence.

The Africa University chamber choir
consistsof twenty per sonsandthedi rector.
Professor Marago has already told you
about their di ver sity, but you need to know
that they speak many languages. In fact,
some of them will assist this Gen eral Con-
fer encethisaf ter noonandtomor rowinthe
inter pretationof Swabhili, Portuguese, and
Frenchlanguages.

(Applause)

After—af tertheir appear anceat thisGen
eral Confer encethey will doconcertsinthe
Detroit, Michi gan, area, theNew Y ork area,
and then con duct atour in the South eastern
Jurisdictionthatwill endon19June. Thisis
the chamber chair's third jurisdictional
tour.

Members of the General Conference,
let’s make ajoy ful noise with Dr. Pat rick
Matsicanary and the Africa University
Chamber Choir.

(Applause)

DR. PAT RICK MATSICANARY: A mi
malele asong fromDiaresi. I’ saLingaa
songanditsim ply means* Godisgood. My
heart needs his presence.”

(Song/(Applause)

JAMES SALLEY: You have heard from
studentsof Af ricaUni ver sity. Now please
hear fromtwo grad u atesof Af ricaUni ver-
sity. Miss Sophia Chiremba, Zim ba bwe, a
grad u ateof theFac ulty of Agri cul tureand
Natural Resources. Mr. Rich ard Fotsin, a
graduateof theFaculty of Managementand
Administration. HereceivedanMBA from
AfricaUni ver sity. He hailsfrom the Cam-
eroon.

(Applause)
SudentsPraiseAfricaUniversity

SOHPIA CHIREMBA: | bring you grest-
ingsfromtheAf ricaUni ver sity Alumni and
FriendsAssoci ation. I’d aso liketo men-

tion that apart from graduating from the
Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources, | a sograd u ated from the Cham ber
Chair of Af ricaUni ver sity, in 1997.

(Applause)

Presently, | ampur suingamastersdegree
at PurdueUni ver sity, West L afay ette, Indi
ana.

(Applause)

WhenlwasadmittedtoAf ricaUni ver sity
in1994, it wasoneof only twouni ver si ties,
and the first private Christian-related uni
ver sity inZimbabwe. My mother believed
that Af ricaUni ver sity would makeadif fer-
enceinmy life, and in deed, it has.

I receivedafour-year educationat Africa
Uni ver sity with sup port from friendswho
believedinAfricaUni ver sity anditsbenefi
ciaries, likemy self. | believethat my Africa
Uni ver sity ex peri encewasawindow of op-
portunityforfurthereducationandreaching
heights which would have otherwise not
been possi ble. At Af ricaUni ver sity | dis
cov ered and ex peri encedtherichdi ver sity
of theAf ri canconti nent. | learnedtoenjoy
similarities and differences and celebrate
cul tural di ver sity withfel low studentsand
staff fromall cor nersof Af rica. Af ricaUni
ver sity equipped me with a deeper un der-
standing of my roleto servemy community,
my nation, and my neigh bors. | believeand
know that thepresenceof Af ricaUni ver sity
today, anditsgradu ates, isbeingfelttoday
andwill most cer tainly befelt for many gen
er ationstocome. | believethat Af ricaUnk
ver sity isanepi center of interior solutions
totheconti nent’ swell-being. Af ricaneeds
usgraduatestoday. Itneedsmoregraduates
tomor row. Af ricaneedsAf ricaUni ver sity
today andtomor row.

I recall aser monby thefor mer vice-chart
cel lor, Dr. Carrera, in which he played a
well-known song by an Amer i canartist, “I
Believe | Can Fly.” His message now
dawnson me, years|ater, that it is not what
webelieve, but what be lief makesout of it.
Tobecomemem bersof the Af ricaUni ver-
sity Honorary Alumni Association or to
sup port Af ricaUni ver sity inany way isto
makeanimmeasur ableand per petualyre
wardinginvestmentintoeducatingAfrica
and nur turing thein ti tutiontoitsfull po-
tential for futuregener ations. Withjustthe
right amount of sup port or wind beneathits
wings, | believe Af ricaUni ver sity and its
graduates—andAf rica—canfly.

On be half of Af ricaUni ver sity alumni,
present stu dents, and friends, and intheun-
dy ing spirit of Af ricaUni ver sity, | thank
you all.

(Applause)

RICHARD FOTSIN: Goodmorning. My
greetingstotheGen eral Confer ence. | am
de lighted to be here to share with you the
good news about Af ricaUni ver sity. Asan
MBA five-year stu dent, along with thefac-
ulty mem bersand my peers, wetrav eled the
road that had never been trav eledbefore.
Coming from Cameroon, which is in the
west sideof Afrrica, | founditinterestingto
have an exceptional diversity make-up
there at Africa University. This was an
added ben efit, be causenot only did | came
to know people of other cultures, under
stand them, love them, but | also gained a
qual ity educationwithout havingtotravel
out of theconti nent.

Many have called Africa University a
uniqueinsti tution. Andl wanttoaddthat Af-
ricaUni ver sity also producesuniquenessin
both itsgrad u ates and many who comeinto
con tact with it in oneway or an other. That
insti tutioninvitesyouinamanner that forces
youto go back and continueto be part of the
dream team, no mat ter whereyou are. | am
one of those who were touched by this
unique spirit. Yes, | cameout of Af ricaUni-
versity not only with an academic degree,
but alsowithan at ti tude of ser vicethat chal-
lenges me to keep have the dream alive for
many more generations to come. Just re-
cently we formed the Africa University
Alumni andFriendsAssoci ationtopromote
sup port for thein sti tution. Wearemadeup
of alumni and friendsin Af rica, aswell asthe
U.S. Each mem ber has pledged adol lar a
month based on hisor her abil ity, andthisas
soci ationisuncommoninthatitisrarefora
Uni ver sity in Af ricato form strong alumni
associ ationsthat will providefi nancial sup-
port to their lmamaters. Thefact that sucha
young school has easily been ableto en list
thesup port to aumni on both sides of the At-
lantic is a testimony to our commitment,
pride, andlovefor Af ricaUni ver sity.

Thegoodwork hasto continue. Weknow
therearemany of you who havebeen or are
supporting Africa University with your
giftsal ready. For thisweare grateful. The
task that was started in April 1991 isfar to
be completed, and we know it has to be
compl eted.

| amappeal ingtotheGeneral Conference
tocontinueitssupportfor Af ricaUni ver sity
by dou bling its $10 mil lion fund. Help us
finish what we have started. We have
dreamed adream. It might not be easy, but it
isin deed ful fill ing. And as writ ten in the
Book of Romans, “If Godisfor us, who can
be against us?’

Thank you, and God bless you all.
(Applause)
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BISHOP EMILIO DE CARVALHO:
Bishop Blake, ddl egatesof Generad Confer-
ence 2000, here ends our re port. Thank you
for your patience, thanksfor prayers, andyour
sup port aso. Thank youl.

(Applause)

On the plat form before, be sides the per-
sonswhowereintro duced, we have Bishop
Wil liam Oden, thepresi dent of theGeneral
Board of Higher EducationandMinistry,
and we have Dr. Ken Yamada, associate
general secretaryfortheDi vi sionof Higher
Edu cation. Thank you very much.

(Applause)
BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you so much.
(Song—AfricaUni ver sityChoir)
(Applause)

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you for your
hospi tal ity and thank you for awon der ful
presentation. Weneedto haveavotetore
ceivethisreportasanof fi cial part of there-
cord of General Confer ence. Onefor yes,
two for no. Vote when the light is on.
(Voting takes place) And of courseit’'sre-
ceived. Thank you. Thevoteis 783 to 6.

(Applause)

BISHOP BLAKE: Now friends, you
voted the calendar for the morning. The
agenda for the morn ing, you can read as |
amreadingthatwearebehind our sched ule.
Andwe'll sim ply continue, movewithdis-
patch through the agenda as printed. And
wenow turnto Bishop Rob ert Mor gan, who
will beresponsi blefor an event that oc curs
ev ery year within the Coun cil of Bishops.
But when the Genera Confer encemests,
the pass ing of the gavel oc curs from one
presi dent to theother. Bishop Rob ert Mor-
gan.

Council of Bishops
Passing of the Gavel

BISHOP ROBERT C. MORGAN:
Thank you Bishop Blake. This will be a
brief passing of the gavel. Just one brief
story to put it in per spective. | re mem ber
the late Bishop Roy Short saying to our
class of 1984 that you need to put being a
bishop in perspective. And he told this
story. He said as a young bishop in the
Holston Con fer ence he went up to south-
west Virginia, toachurch, foradedi cation

or something. And said an old gentleman,
maybe ninety years of age, came up to him
and said, “So you're a bishop.” Bishop
Short said, “Yes.” Hesaid, “I never have
seen a bishop be fore.” He said, “In fact,
you're the first bishop that’s been to this
churchinmy lifetime.” Hesaid, “Now my
grandpappy remembers a bishop coming
one time. He said his name was Asbury.
Frances Asbury.” And Bishop Short said
that putitin per spectivefor him'*causethe
of ficeis not the per son who holdsthat of-
ficeal ways. Butwehavearesponsi hil ity
in this Council of Bishops for corporate
episco pacy. Weall havepresi dential and
resi dential responsi bilitiesbutit’ ssovital.

Wehavealonglineof splendor that starts
withAsbury. AsUnitedMethodistsitbegan
in‘68. Asl sit, asl havesat, duringthisyear,
look ing at thispar tic ular part of the gavel,
thebase, | havereviewed thenamesand|’'m
notgoingtoreadthemall. Butitbeganwith
Gene Frank. Some of the great heroes of the
church, John Wesley Lord, Paul Hardin,
Ken neth Goodson, and on and on | could
read; Emilio de Carvalho, who was just
here, Joe Y eakel. So many of the great |ead-
ersof the church. There' rethirty-two names
on this block. And now there’'ll be a
thirty-third name, and hisnameis Wil liam
Oden, and what ajoy itisBill, to present to
you the gavel. And may God bless you as
you lead usin our cor po ratework.

(Applause)

(Bishop Morgan passes the gavel to
Bishop Wil liam B. Oden)

BISHOP WILLIAM B.ODEN: First a
word about my pre de ces sor. Bishop Mor-
ganhasled uswell. Hisstir ring ser monand
strong of fi ci atingintheopeningsessionof
General Conference started us out on a
high note. And Bob, all of us owe adebt of
grati tudetoyou. My secondwordisto say
that your Coun cil of Bishops is a strong
council of faithful lead ers. We' redi verse,
we' renot of onemind onissuesbut weare
boundinspecial cov enant with each other
and through our conferencing to gether we
will continually prayer fully seek toful fill
our role as your shepherdsandteachers.
WEe'll pray for you and hopeyou'll pray for
us. Andfi nally, | want to ask you for adou-
blepor tion of prayersfor those of uswho'll
lead thecouncil dur ing thisquadren nium.
We need all your prayers. Pray for us, as

wewill con tinueto pray for usand for the
entirechurch. God bless.

(Applause)

BISHOPODEN: TheAgendaand Cal en+
dar Committeeintheirreportindi catedthat
at thistimetherewould beamotioninrela
tionshiptolastevening. Miketwo, please.

RONALD BRETSCH (North Central
New York): Thank you, Bishop. And
thanks to the Agenda Committee. | will
not in tro duce this, Bishop, be cause as |
read it | think it will speak for it self. This
is to John Paul 1I. In the name of the Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, we, the Gen eral
Conference of The United Methodist
Church, greet you, our brother in the body
of Christ. We recognize the profound
statementsof sor row and regret that you
have made in this Y ear of Ju bi lee, 2000
A.D.,regarding cer tain past prac tices of
the Roman Catholic church, Catholics,
and other Christians. We accept your
apol ogy for the use of force in the search
for truth prac ticed against our Protestant
forebearsinthe Christianfaith. Inthein-
stancesof misunder standings, insensi tivw
ities, and harm brought about by The
United Methodist Church and its
predecssors in the faith to the Roman
Catholic Church and Roman Catholics,
we, inturn, ask for give nessfor our deeds
of com mission and omission. Werec og-
nizeour shared cul pabil ity and wrongsof
both thought and action that Romans
CatholicsandUnitedMethodistshaveex-
hibitedtowardsthemul ti tudesof per sons
livinginpov erty andill ness,withouted u
cation and un der the scourges of racism,
indig enouspeo plesof theworld, women
andchil dren, Jews, Moslemsand peo ples
of other living faiths. We rejoicein the
growth of mutual un der stand ing of each
other that has de vel oped in the past de-
cades be tween the Ro man Cath o lic and
United Methodist Churches and among
RomanCatholicsandUnitedMethodists.
Welookforwardtoincreasedunder stand
ing, that is brought about by prayer, di &
logue and re flec tion. We give thanks for
thewit nessto theworld of thelight of Je
susthe Christthatismani festedinthesol
i dar ity of our sep arate and shared works
of Christiansocial action. May thebless-
ings of God, the Cre ator, the Sav ior, and
Sustainer continue to be with you and
your lead er ship of our sister, the Ro man
Catholic Church.



