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(Con tinued from page 1858)

OLSEN (con tin ued): “Ful filling Christ’s
Mis sion,” de vel oped from con sul ta tions
across the church, was a shared tool for
eval u a tion and plan ning. And while we are
de lighted with the prog ress made this qua -
dren nium, we are al ready an tic i pat ing an
even more open pro cess in the next four
years. The Gen eral Coun cil on Min is tries
has worked on your be half in many places
across the church. GCOM con tin ues to pro -
vide an arena for re search of mis sion and
min is try for the pres ent and the fu ture. An
in ter agency task force has been meet ing to
as sure on go ing re sources for the en tire
church. 

Iniatives for Black Churches 
and Youth Min is try

Out of our rec og ni tion for even greater
mu tual col lab o ra tion in this area, you have
in your re ports a rec om men da tion by
GCOM for a com pre hen sive re search plan
for our denomi- na tion. The Gen eral Con -
fer ence of 1996 asked the Gen eral Coun cil
on Min is tries to as sist in new ma jor ini tia -
tives. Strengthening the Black Church for
the Twenty-First Cen tury’s pur pose is to
help pre dom i nately Black con gre ga tions
be come more ef fec tive in their min is try and
mis sion. Strong, grow ing, and vi brant con -
gre ga tions are matched with con gre ga tions
in tran si tion to breathe life into wor ship,
out reach, evan ge lism, and mis sion. 

The Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Young
Peo ple is a global ini tia tive that is en cour ag -
ing the en tire de nom i na tion to re or der its
pri or i ties to better re spond to young peo ple,
spe cif i cally those be tween the ages of
twelve and thirty. Do you re al ize that this
ex cit ing ef fort is awak en ing the church to
all sorts of pos si bil i ties for trans for ma tion
by bring ing new life to com mu ni ties and lo -
cal con gre ga tions?

You will hear more about both these ini -
tia tives later in the con fer ence. Since its in -
cep tion, the Gen eral Coun cil on Min is tries
has con sis tently pro vided sup port to eth nic
min is tries and ini tia tives. GCOM has
brought to gether cau cus lead er ship and
gen eral agency min is tries re lat ing to eth nic
con sis ten cies. We vi sion the fu ture of The

United Meth od ist Church by ex am in ing
pop u la tion trends which clearly show that
in twenty years there will be a dra matic in -
crease in ra cial eth nic per sons in ev ery an -
nual con fer ence in the United States. Three
out of ev ery four new in di vid u als in USA
will be ra cial eth nic per sons. Our com mit -
ment to these min is tries is seen in our sup -
port and re quest for full fund ing of each. 

Through out these last four years, GCOM
has been an es sen tial thread of our
connectional trans for ma tion. 

(Ap plause)

Over the next few days, the Gen eral
Coun cil on Min is tries will con tinue to re -
port on the mis sion and min is try of the
church. You will hear and see an in cred i ble
re port from the Ad vance for Christ and His
Church and a re port of how we are ful fill ing
Christ’s mis sion in the world as United
Meth od ists. 

We call you to con tinue on this ex cit ing
jour ney with us as we glimpse God’s move -
ment in our world. We cel e brate with you
the good news. United Meth od ists are in the 
en tire world through our con nec tion, and
be cause of that, each one of us is also pres -
ent. Surely that is a rea son to cel e brate. 

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: This ends this re -
port. We thank you very much for this en -
cour ag ing re port for the work which is
be hind the sto ries you have told us and for
the per spec tive you have given us for our
church. This ends the busi ness of to day, I
have some cards over there, first mike 4 and
then mike 7. 

Mo tion to Re cy cle
Gen eral Con fer ence Pa per

ED WARD A. KAIL (Iowa): Thank you
Bishop, Ed Kail, Iowa Con fer ence clergy
del e gate. I move that the Com mis sion on
Gen eral Con fer ence through its ap pro pri ate 
com mit tee be re quested to make pro vi sion
for the re cy cling of mixed of fice pa per used
and dis carded by the del e gates, staff, cau -
cuses, vis i tors, and other per son nel of this
Gen eral Con fer ence. And that such pro vi -
sion be an nounced to the con fer ence by the
end of the day’s work on Fri day, May 5th or
as soon as pos si ble.

BISHOP KLAIBER: In this sec onded?
Do we need to dis cuss mo tion? 

KAIL: I hope not.

BISHOP KLAIBER: It seems not. Do
you want to speak to it?

KAIL: Thank you Bishop, it’s been no -
ticed that the pa per is stack ing up. It ap pears 
it’s just go ing to be trashed un less pro vi sion
is made. So many of us in our churches, our
busi nesses, and in sti tu tions have this pro vi -
sion. It seems an ap pro pri ate thing for stew -
ards of God’s cre ation.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I see no body wants
the floor to this. Yes, I see some body. Go to
mike 4.

JAMES MOONEYHAN: Ex cuse me.
Thank you Bishop. My name is James
Mooneyhan, I am a clergy del e gate from
North Geor gia. 

(Laugh ter)

We are all one. On a se ri ous note, I make a 
mo tion that the United Meth od ists Church
in Gen eral Con fer ence ses sion, May 5,
2000 ex press to the Ro man Cath o lic
Church...

BISHOP KLAIBER: Wait a mo ment. I
will en ter tain you in a mo ment but, there
was an other mo tion pend ing so let’s vote on 
this mo tion. Can we vote with the vot ing
ma chine? So it’s a mo tion about the re cy -
cling of the pa per, yes? So if you agree, vote
1 yes, when the light ap pears, 2, no, when
the light ap pears. . .  It’s car ried.  I first want
to en ter tain an other per son at mike 7 and I
come back to you.  Mike 7.  

Sparcity of Trans la tors
Be comes a Con fer ence Is sue 

TERRI RAE CHATTIN (Bal ti -
more-Wash ing ton):  Bishop I move that this 
Gen eral Confernce de ter mine a way to rec -
tify the cur rent in jus tice of the lack and full
and equal par tic i pa tion of our cen tral con fer -
ence af fil i ated, au ton o mous and con cor dant
del e gates due to the lack of an in ad e quate
num ber of lan guage in ter pret ers. if I could
get a sec ond, i’d like to speak to this is sue.

BISHOP KLAIBER: A sec ond? Clearly
sec onded.

CHATTIN: I rise to speak con cern ing a
great in jus tice oc cur ring right here, right
now at our Gen eral Con fer ence. As I speak,
I rep re sent two groups. The first is the del e -
gates from South Congo, Tan za nia, and
North and South west Katonga who can not
fully and equally par tic i pate be cause of an
in ad e quate num ber of in ter pret ers. The sec -
ond is the Leg is la tive Com mit tee on
Church and So ci ety which voted by 60% to
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sus pend all ac tions of our work un til this
jus tice is sue is ad dressed.

(Ap plause)

CHATTIN: Let me give a brief syn op sis
of the sit u a tion. Due to this lack of  in ter -
pret ers, many del e gates from the afore men -
tioned con fer ences de ter mined to at tend the 
Church and So ci ety Leg is la tive Com mit tee
where an in ter preter would be. This of
course meant that these del e gates, not of fi -
cially as signed to the Church and So ci ety
com mit tee were left with pos si ble voice, if
granted, but cer tainly not vote. This sit u a -
tion was not ac cept able to ei ther these del e -
gates nor the mem bers of our com mit tee.
These are the is sues at stake: We state we
are global church through our open ing wor -
ship, epis co pal ad dress, pro posed CPT re -
port, even our GCOM re port, yet our
ac tions do not val i date our words. We say
we stand in sol i dar ity with our sis ters and
broth ers of the world yet we do not hold
our selves ac count able to all that means. We
can even at times talk out of both sides of
our mouth. At one Gen eral Con fer ence we
can pass res o lu tions op pos ing “Eng lish
only” in our schools and gov ern ment in sti -
tu tions, yet we bla tantly vi o late our own
rec om men da tions. 

Imag ine your self hav ing trav eled thou -
sands of miles, em pow ered to vote on be -
half of the many folks back home only to
ar rive and find your self im me di ately dis en -
fran chised. 

It is pain ful not to be in vited to be part of
de ci sion mak ing. It is more pain ful to be in -
vited and then dis cover it was less than a
gen u ine in vi ta tion be cause the re sources
needed to truly par tic i pate have not been
pro vided.

(Ap plause)

I am a sailor and I would liken this to be -
ing in vited to go on a sail ing ex pe di tion and
I ar rive and when I get there I only dis cover
I was to bring my own sail boat and it was to
be provisioned be fore I ever got there.

BISHOP KLAIBER: You’re more than
three min utes, you’ve got to close.

CHATTIN: Ok. I will wrap it up.  It’s time 
for us to rec tify this in jus tice at this Gen eral
Con fer ence and fu ture Gen eral Con fer -
ences. There are sev eral op tions be fore us.
We may amend the rules. We may try to
find some more fund ing to pro vide ad e -
quate in ter pret ers. I’m try ing to en gage us
in di a log to dis cover how we’re go ing to
rec tify this in jus tice right here, right now, in 
Cleve land. Thank you.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you. First I
have to know if there are any ob jec tions
from the floor of the Gen eral Con fer ence
that we ex tend our time to fin ish this busi -
ness be cause we are over time al ready.
There’s no ob jec tion, so I have no ticed that
the Gen eral Board of Global Min is tries is
work ing on this just now and Randy Nu -
gent, the gen eral sec re tary would speak to
this, if he would be in vited by the Gen eral
Con fer ence to do this. Is there a mo tion to
give him the floor?

UN KNOWN SPEAKER: He’s a del e -
gate.

BISHOP KLAIBER: He’s a del e gate?
So, you are OK.  Mike 6.

Ex pla na tion of Trans la tor Pol icy

RANDOLPH W. NU GENT (New York): 
Thank you Bishop Klaiber.  I think we first
would need to un der stand how in the past
we have had to op er ate and pro vide for the
ser vices of in ter pre ta tion. The rule of the
Gen eral Con fer ence was that there would
be two lan guages for—two lan guages and
only two leg is la tive com mit tees. So for ex -
am ple, we were only able to pro vide, no tice, 
able to pro vide for ex am ple, French for two
leg is la tive com mit tees. If you fol low that
through for ev ery lan guage, for ev ery leg is -
la tive com mit tee, for no less than two in ter -
pret ers in a com mit tee, you come out with a
num ber of about 100. And that is a sub stan -
tial cost. 

We have, at the pres ent, com mit ted our -
selves to try to find about, for the next sev -
eral days, 40-60 in ter pret ers. That would
mean that we are go ing to go to the uni ver si -
ties in the area, these would be vol un teers,
to some de gree; to the staff of the Gen eral
Board of  Global Min is tries; and to other
ser vices which we can find. The cost of that
has not been pro vided by Gen eral Con fer -
ence, but we in the Gen eral Board of Global
Min is tries feel that the great in jus tice which 
has been done to the del e gates, needs to be
rec ti fied and we will try to work as sid u -
ously to bring some ad just ment to this sit u a -
tion. 

BISHOP KLAIBER: . . . There is some -
thing done, but we have still the orig i nal
mo tion, I have two . . . the yel low . . . over
here, yes in deed, go to mike 8. And now
we are back on the orig i nal mo tion, which
asks the Gen eral Con fer ence to do all that
is pos si ble to im prove the sit u a tion, not
tell ing us how it be done, but just to do it.
Now, mike 8.

CHARLES S.G. BOAYUE, JR. (De -
troit):  I’m also a na tive of Li be ria. I have
heard the com ments just made from the
Gen eral Board of Global Min is tries. They 
seem very in ad e quate, and I ap plaud the

Leg is la tive Com mit tee on Church and
So ci ety and en cour age them to re main
sus pended in their work un til this Gen eral
Con fer ence reenfranchises duly-elected
del e gates to the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence
from Af rica. I fur ther would ask that this
shame ful act should not be al lowed to re -
sur face in this Gen eral Con fer ence again.
To talk of a global church and not take ac -
tions to day that ev ery del e gate elected to
this Gen eral Con fer ence be pro vided for,
then I pro pose that this Gen eral Con fer -
ence move from the use of Eng lish to one
of the lan guages in Congo (Ap plause) and
al low the del e gates here to ex pe ri ence the
in jus tice that this might cause if we pro -
ceed with any more busi ness with out the
rec ti fi ca tion of this in jus tice. So I stand in
sup port of the mo tion pre sented this
morn ing by the Com mit tee on Church and 
So ci ety as a del e gate from De troit born in
Li be ria.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you. This
was a . . . 

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: . . . speech in fa vor.
Are there speeches against the mo tion? Is
there a speech against the mo tion? Yes,
shall we get on? Mike 6.

RICH ARD PARKER (New York): This
is not against the mo tion, but it is a sub sti -
tute mo tion, Bishop.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK.
PARKER: May I do that, Bishop?
BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, you are in or -

der.

So lu tions to Trans la tor Prob lem Pro posed

PARKER: I’d like to move the fol low ing
sub sti tute mo tion, that all del e gates now
pres ent at the Gen eral Con fer ence who are
forced be cause of lack of trans la tion to sit in 
leg is la tive com mit tees to which they are not 
prop erly as signed be granted vote in that
leg is la tive com mit tee un til ad e quate trans -
la tion has been pro vided, so that they can
vote in the com mit tees to which they were
orig i nally as signed.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Is this re ally a sub -
sti tute, or is this an ad di tional mo tion? What 
is your . . .

PARKER: Well, Bishop, I’d be glad to
make that as an ad di tional mo tion, or as an
amend ment to the first mo tion, to pro vide a
way of mov ing us through the im passe.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I think it would be
ad di tion, an amend ment by ad di tion.

PARKER: Thank you.
BISHOP KLAIBER: I think this would

be in or der.
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PARKER: Thank you, sir.
BISHOP KLAIBER: I think that means to 

sus pend the rules, and we need a two-thirds
ma jor ity, and we can not de bate this. It’s not
de bat able be cause it is to sus pend the rules.
I see some body back there. What is your
con cern? Mike 6?

JA SON PAULSMEYER (Mis souri
East): Bishop, I would like to of fer a sub sti -
tute mo tion to the pre vi ously in tro duced
amend ment, if that would be in or der at this
time.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, I hope so,
please.

(Laugh ter)

PAULSMEYER: I would move that the
Com mis sion on Church . . . or, ex cuse me,
the Com mis sion on Gen eral Con fer ence be
re quired to im me di ately take any and all
steps nec es sary to en sure full par tic i pa tion
of all del e gates to the 2000 Gen eral Con fer -
ence is guar an teed un der Sec tion 6, Part C,
and Sec tion 8, Part D of the Or ga ni za tion
and Rules of Or der pre vi ously adopted by
this body, in clud ing vot ing and speak ing
priv i leges in all leg is la tive com mit tees for
all del e gates for whom trans la tion is nec es -
sary.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Is this also the need
to sus pend the rules?

PAULSMEYER: No, I would be lieve it
would not be nec es sary to sus pend the rules
. . . 

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK.
PAULSMEYER: . . . it’s sim ply ac tion

and re quire ment of this body to the Com -
mis sion on Gen eral Con fer ence.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Has this a sec ond?
UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKERS: Sec ond.
BISHOP KLAIBER: A sec ond. So, now

we are in a dif fi cult po si tion. We have an
amend ment which en acts some thing, and
we have a sub sti tute to the amend ment. The
sub sti tute is now be fore us. It’s . . . he tries to 
help us in sit u a tion with out sus pend ing the
rule. Can you . . . can you read this again,
that peo ple can look at—in clud ing me—to
look at where you are re fer ring to? Can you
read this again? Mike 6.

PAULSMEYER: The sec tions of the or -
ga ni za tion and rules that I was re fer ring to
are Sec tion 6, Part C, and Sec tion 8, Part D.,
and I do not have my DCA with me, so I
can’t give you page num bers off the top of
my head—un for tu nately.

BISHOP KLAIBER: And now, tell us,
what . . . what is your . . .

PAULSMEYER:You . . .would you like
me to re read the . . . 

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, yes—the mo -
tion.

PAULSMEYER: OK. That the Com mis -
sion on the Gen eral Con fer ence be re quired
to im me di ately take any and all steps nec es -
sary to en sure full par tic i pa tion of all del e -
gates to the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence as
guar an teed un der Sec tion 6, Part C, and
Sec tion 8, Part D, of the Or ga ni za tion and
Rules of Or der pre vi ously adopted by this
body, in clud ing vot ing and speak ing priv i -
leges in all leg is la tive com mit tees of del e -
gates for whom trans la tion is nec es sary.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, and that’s a
sub sti tute for the amend ment which calls
for sus pend ing the rule in or der to make it
pos si ble to those who are not able to have
trans la tion . . . OK. (laugh ter) Let me be gin
my sen tence again. There is a sub sti tute to
the amend ment which would sus pend the
rules in or der to make it pos si ble for those
who have not a trans la tion in the rest of the
leg is la tive com mit tees to be in the ones
where they have trans la tion, you want to
speak again to this?

PAULSMEYER: Yes, Bishop, I would
like to of fer a friendly amend ment to my
own mo tion. I would like to make this a sub -
sti tute to all that is be fore us.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, is this in or der? 
(Laugh ter) My ad vi sor says that’s not in or -
der, so . . . (laugh ter) OK, and I . . . I should
pause to make trans la tion pos si ble be fore
we vote, so again, I have an other . .  Is that
San dra Lackore? Mike 8. And you have to
speak to the last mo tion, the sub sti tute for
the amend ment.

Ques tion Asked 
About Trans la tion Ex pense

SAN DRA LACKORE: Bishop, I have a
point of clar i fi ca tion.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.
LACKORE: Does the sus pen sion in clude 

a sus pen sion of the re fer ral to GCFA to put
a dol lar fig ure to the ac tion?

BISHOP KLAIBER: We have now . . .
The mo tion we have now be fore us is not a
sus pen sion of the rules, so, if there is a rule
to have this to GCFA, it’s not sus pended, so
. . .

LACKORE: So it—so it would come to
us for a dol lar fig ure? Is that what . . . is that
the de sire of the Con fer ence?

BISHOP KLAIBER: If these are the
rules, it will come. . . .

LACKORE: Thank you.
BISHOP KLAIBER: . . . and the mover

wants to speak to this? Mike 6?
PAULSMEYER: Bishop, I may be able

to clar ify. As my mo tion was worded, it did

say any and all steps nec es sary, which
would in clude, of course, fi nan cial im pli ca -
tions.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, this is what
we’ll . . . I have an other per son at mike 7, the 
one . . . the gen tle man with the yel low sheet,
is first . . .

WIL LIAM SMALLWOOD (Mis sis -
sippi): I want to see if this is in or der, be -
cause I’m kinda lost in the pro cess, but is the 
mo tion . . . I want to—I want to make a mo -
tion af ter I get this an swer—is this to al low
the peo ple who’ve been dis en fran chised to
vote in com mit tees where there are trans la -
tors avail able?

BISHOP KLAIBER: As far as I un der -
stand the last mo tion, there has to have the
pos si bil ity to be in their re spec tive leg is la -
tive com mit tees—that’s what has to be
done. So it does not have to be done if it is
not pos si ble.

SMALLWOOD: All right, so then I’d
like to of fer an amend ment to that, if it’s in
or der.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I don’t think we can
have an other amend ment, a sub sti tute for an 
amend ment. So, if you . . . I don’t think it’s
in or der. The next one is here, on two. Yes.
And . . . it’s mike 2.

STEPHEN DECKARD (North Cen tral
New York Con fer ence):  I move a fif -
teen-min ute re cess un til we can re solve
some of these is sues and move for ward.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I think it is not de -
bat able, is it? Re cess? Fif teen-min utes re -
cess? Let’s look in my book let.

(Brief Dis cus sion)

Pre siding Bishop Ezplains 
Par lia men tary Situation

OK, there is . . . It’s not de bat able. Is it
sec onded? Sec onded. So, now, it’s not de -
bat able. I have a mo tion to have a re cess,
and it’s not de bat able. Who wants to re cess
now for fif teen min utes, please. Vote, when
the light ap pears. One for “yes,” and two for 
“no.” Who wants to have a fif teen-min utes
re cess. . . It is no. So let me try to ex plain to
you the par lia men tary sit u a tion. We have a
main mo tion, which was moved by the
Church and So ci ety com mit tee, which says, 
the Gen eral Con fer ence has to look af ter ad -
e quate in ter pre ta tions. That’s the main mo -
tion. We did not dis cuss this now. Then we
have an amend ment, which says, as long as
it’s not pro vided—ad e quate trans la -
tion—we should sus pend the rules that
those del e gates who need trans la tion can be
in those leg is la tive com mit tees where they
have this trans la tion, and be able to be there
with voice and vote. That’s the amend ment
that is now be fore us— the sub sti tute for the 
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amend ment, which says, the Gen eral Con -
fer ence Com mis sion has to give the pos si -
bil i ties of pro vid ing in ter pret ers now, that
these peo ple have the pos si bil i ties to have
trans la tion in the leg is la tive com mit tees.
That’s where we are. I have now mike 7,
and we have to look that we have not too
much speeches. Mike 7.

PHILIP R GRANGER (North In di ana): 
I’m ris ing in sup port to the sub sti tute. All
this is ask ing is that we do what we say we
be lieve. Frankly, sit ting in Church and So -
ci ety yes ter day, I was em bar rassed. I was
em bar rassed that full mem bers of this con -
fer ence were dis en fran chised. Any mo tion
that grants less than full par tic i pa tion—full
par tic i pa tion mean ing the abil ity to be in the 
leg is la tive group that they chose—is un ac -
cept able. We ei ther are a global church or
we’re not. This is jus tice at its core. Do we
be lieve what we preach or are we en gaged
in su per fi cial sym bol ism and to ken ism?

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: This was a speech
in fa vor of the sub sti tute of the amend ment,
which is the last mo tion we heard. Is there
any body who wants to speak against this?
Against the sub sti tute? So go to mike 1. No? 
An other per son . . . yes, you are the one, yes.

BARBARA A. LEMMEL (Troy): It
seems to me that we’re sub sti tut ing a very
good thing for an other very good and im -
por tant thing, and so, I don’t know that this
is a speech for or against. But as much as I
be lieve we need trans la tors, it’s not go ing to 
do us a lot of good if they’re not here to vote
to have them. Those folks still aren’t go ing
to have vote where they are. So I’m won der -
ing if it’s pos si ble in stead of that to be a sub -
sti tute, to ei ther blend those two to gether, or 
if it’s sub sti tuted, if the first one can be
brought back up again, ’cause they both
need to be taken care of.

BISHOP KLAIBER: There’s some truth,
what do you all say? Is there some body in
fa vor of the sub sti tute? Yes, you are the one. 
Go to mike 3, I think.

LUKASO MEMBELE (Cen tral Congo):
(speaks in French)

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: (speaks in French,
and then in Eng lish) Can we have an Eng -
lish trans la tion now, to the ple nary?

(Ap plause)

ASHEMA ASOPO (Cen tral Congo):
OK, I’m go ing to try to talk in Eng lish, but
this is the ex am ple of what we are hav ing in
the leg is la tive com mit tees. The sub sti tute
that he wants to have here is try to have ad e -
quate time, or ad e quate trans lat ing so that

the del e gate can un der stand what is go ing
on. But where are we go ing to get those peo -
ple who is go ing to give us ad e quate trans la -
tion from Eng lish to French or from Eng lish 
to Swa hili? I think this Gen eral Con fer ence
should take enough ac tion so that be fore we
get here we have enough trans la tors,
enough in ter pret ers, so that ev ery body can
fully par tic i pate. And sec ondly, we are
from out side.

(Ap plause)

We have a lan guage bar rier, and we don’t
get the ma te rial on time. Thank you.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you.

(Ap plause)

Can we now vote on the sub sti tute, which
says it has to be—im me di ately be done to
have enough trans la tion? If it car ries, we
have to look how we can ac com plish this. If
it car ries not, we come back to the amend -
ment, which says then we should sus pend
the rules in or der to make it pos si ble that
those peo ple will vote in those leg is la tive
com mit tees where they have trans la tion fa -
cil i ties.

Can we now vote on the sub sti tute? It
seems as though vote yes, one, when the
light ap pears; and no, two, when the light
ap pears. “Yes,” 656; “No” 267.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KLAIBER: So we come back to
the main mo tion, the orig i nal mo tion. I
move that this Gen eral Con fer ence de ter -
mine a way to rec tify the cur rent in jus tice. I
think it’s al most in cluded in the last mo tion, 
but does the mover think it’s in cluded? Or
do you think it’s more a di rec tion of the fu -
ture per spec tive? Mike 7. Mike 7.

TERRI RAE CHATTIN (Bal ti -
more-Wash ing ton): Yes, I wanted to ad -
dress two is sues to im me di ately, the
del e gates that are here, be able to . . .

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, your name
again.

CHATTIN: I’m sorry, Terri Rae Chattin,
Bal ti more-Wash ing ton Con fer ence. There
are re ally two is sues. One, to en sure that we
never have to deal with this again at an other
Gen eral Con fer ence. The sec ond is sue was
how these del e gates can be em pow ered im -
me di ately to start tak ing part with voice and
vote at this Gen eral Con fer ence, im me di -
ately.

BISHOP KLAIBER: So we tried to deal
with this  sub sti tute to the amend ment, and
now we come to the main mo tion, which
says we should do it prop erly for the fu ture.
Can we vote on this main mo tion? It’s cl . . .
Sir, is this a ques tion, or a . . . Come to mike

2. No, you are not . . . you are not in or der.
Mike 2.

JUNE MCCULLOUGH (South ern New
Jer sey):  Bishop, I have a ques tion. I thought 
we just voted the sub sti tute, and my un der -
stand ing is the sub sti tute then be comes the
main mo tion.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes, that’s true.

(Laugh ter)

That’s true. So, can we bring to gether the
first . . . Let me just let me ask my ad vi sors.

(Pause)

I think, with a sit u a tion like this,
please—please wait. We have . . . Please
don’t stand at the mike. Only go to the mike
when I have rec og nized you. We have made 
the sub sti tute the main amend ment; that’s
where we are. We have the main amend -
ment, and now we can vote on this amend -
ment and then bring it to gether with the
main mo tion. Are there any ques tions? Yes.
Point of or der, please.

It’s a sub sti tute which we made now. The
main amend ment reads like this: “The
Com mis sion on the Gen eral Con fer ence, be 
it re quired to im me di ately take any and all
steps nec es sary to in sure full par tic i pa tion
of all del e gates to the 2000 Gen eral Con fer -
ence as guar an teed, in Sec tion 6, Part C and
Sec tion 8, Part D of the Or ga ni za tion and
Rules of Or der pre vi ously adopted by this
body, in clud ing writ ing and speak ing priv i -
leges in all leg is la tive com mit tees for del e -
gates for whom trans la tion is nec es sary.” 

That’s now the amend ment of the main
mo tion, and the main mo tion was and is an
ad di tion to the main mo tion–that was our
un der stand ing–and the main mo tion was “I
move that this Gen eral Con fer ence de ter -
mine a way to rec tify the cur rent in jus tice of 
lack of full and equal par tic i pa tion of our
cen tral con fer ence af fil i ate au ton o mous
and con cor dat del e gates due to the lack of
an ad e quate num ber of lan guage in ter pret -
ers.” So we, we can now put this both mo -
tion to gether, if you want. There’s a point of 
or der. Mike four.

Time Be comes An Is sue
SCOTT JONES: Scott Jones from North

Texas. Bishop, I un der stand this mo tion to
re quire a sus pen sion of the rules un less the
com mis sion can find in ter pret ers by 2:30
this af ter noon or upon our ad journ ment.
This would re quire some sus pen sion of our
rules that would al low the del e gates to have
voice and vote in their com mit tees im me di -
ately. Would you rule on that please?

(Ap plause)
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BISHOP KLAIBER:  The prob lem is that
that’s not a rul ing of—on our or der, but on
the sit u a tion on the fact whether
we—where we are. It’s not now.  We have
no sus pen sion of the rules in this both mo -
tions. It’s not in cluded in both mo tions that
we sus pend the rules if it’s not ac com -
plished. That’s my un der stand ing of this.
Yes, mike four? Yes, you are the one.

DEL E GATE: Mr. Pres i dent, as I un der -
stand what we are do ing, and I could cer -
tainly be wrong, there was a first mo tion,
and an amend ment—

BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.
DEL E GATE: And then you ac cepted a

sub sti tute.
BISHOP KLAIBER: Yes.
DELGATE: If I re mem ber par lia men tary

rules, when you asked us to vote on the sub -
sti tute, were you ask ing us per mis sion to
sub sti tute?

BISHOP KLAIBER: Per mis sion to sub -
sti tute.

DEL E GATE: Yes. When a mo tion is
made to sub sti tute, the next mo tion is “Shall 
we sub sti tute?” 

BISHOP KLAIBER: One mo ment.  

(Laugh ter)

No. I think be fore us is the main mo tion
with the amend ment we voted on, and we
can now vote on this. There’s enough—

DEL E GATE: Mr.—Mr. Pres i dent, with
all due re spect to you and your ad vi sors, I
just sim ply want you to tell us if when we
sub sti tute a mo tion, you’re go ing to al low
us to vote on that sub sti tu tion and ap prove it 
and then go back to the mo tion that we sub -
sti tuted for. That’s all I’m ask ing you. Be -
cause if you’re go ing to do that, it should be
in your rules of pro ce dure, and it is not.  We
should be un der Rob erts Rules, and Rob erts 
Rules says that you should ask us per mis -
sion to sub sti tute. If that pre vails, then that
be comes the only busi ness on the floor at
that time. And if that mo tion passes, all
other mo tions pend ing fall to the ground.

BISHOP  KLAIBER: I, my, I’m not ac -
quainted with Rob ert Rules as you are but
my ad vi sor says that’s not true, and we are
OK. I have a mo tion, I have —Car o lyn Mar -
shall is now—stand. She speaks as a del e -
gate.

CAR O LYN MAR SHALL: (sec re tary of
Gen eral Con fer ence): Mem bers of the an -
nual—of the Gen eral Con fer ence—I would 
move that in the pro cess of—in the pro cess
of im ple ment ing the mo tion which was just
adopted, that all pos si ble means be taken to
se cure those in ter pret ers. If in some in -
stance in which this is not pos si ble to be ac -

com plished in a timely ba sis here this af ter -
noon, that the per sons who would be af -
fected be al lowed to change the leg is la tive
com mit tee to which they are as signed by
com ing to the sec re tary’s of fice in or der that 
they may go then to the—be full par tic i -
pants in the leg is la tive com mit tee they are
at tend ing.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Has this a sec ond?
It’s a point of or der here. Mike seven. And
then we should look that we do not look too
much on those lit eral is sues, but that we
have the best so lu tion for those who need
the help of trans la tion. Mike seven.

BILL SCOTT (Mis sis sippi): Bill, Bill
Scott, Mis sis sippi Con fer ence, mem ber of
the Board of Church and So ci ety leg is la tive
com mit tee. My point of or der is we voted
on a sub sti tute amend ment to the main mo -
tion, and we have not voted on the mo tion as 
amended. There fore, you can not ac cept an -
other mo tion.

BISHOP: Thank you for your ad vice. I
would –let us now vote on the main mo tion
as amended by ad di tion and then come back 
to the mo tion of Car o lyn Mar shall. I think
this, what ever is in our rules, I think that’s
the way we can come for ward.

(Ap plause)

So we have the main mo tion as amended.
The main mo tion goes on the prin ci ple di -
rec tion the Gen eral Con fer ence should care
for. The amend ments says it should be done
im me di ately. Now, and that now is a pack -
age—the main mo tion as a whole. Please
vote when the light ap pear—yes, one;  no,
two. It car ries. And now I would come back
to the mo tion of Car o lyn Mar shall. Can you
read again?

MAR SHALL: In the pro cess of im ple -
ment ing the mo tion just adopted, all pos si -
ble means be taken to se cure those
in ter pret ers. But in any in stance it can not
be ac com plished, that those per sons so af -
fected be per mit ted to change the com mit -
tee to which they are as signed by go ing to
the con fer ence sec re tary’s of fice, which is
Room 204, so that they can fully be come
full par tic i pants in a com mit tee that they
will be at tend ing.

BISHOP KLAIBER: This was sec onded
–in mo tion to sus pend the rules. It needs
two-third, and it’s not de bat able. And I
think we have de bated the mat ter, so please
make up your mind and de cide what you
want to hap pen. It’s not de bat able so it’s
clear what we are vot ing on. OK. So vote
when the light ap pears—yes is one, and no
is two. It car ries, but it is only a mo tion
which will come into place if it’s not pos si -
ble. Our main mo tion was make it pos si ble.
Try it. I had rec og nized one gen tle man with

a point of per sonal priv i lege. It’s very short,
I know, and will bring us to our close.  We
are far be yond our time, but I think it was
—one mo ment. I had rec og nized this per -
son. Mike four.

Sending Sym pa thy Note Upon the Death
of Car di nal O’Connor Ap proved 

JAMES MUNAHAN (North Geor gia):
Thank you, Bishop. James Munahan, North
Geor gia. I apol o gize for be ing out of or der
ear lier. Since we are a global church, I make 
a mo tion that The United Meth od ist Church
in Gen eral Con fer ence ses sion May the
fourth, 2000, ex press to the Ro man Cath o -
lic Church at the Vat i can deep Chris tian
sym pa thy at the death of Bishop John
O’Connor, and ex press grat i tude for the life
of his wit ness for Je sus Christ, and that we
pause for a mo ment as we ask the ec u men i -
cal of fi cer of the Coun cil of Bishops,
Bishop Wil liam Boyd Grover, to of fer a
prayer of OK of Bishop O’Connor. Thank
you.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Thank you. Has this 
a sec ond? I think we could do this prayer as
a part of our clos ing prayer, and I would ask
Bishop Grove to do this when we close this
morn ing’s ses sion. But first I want to know
the mind of the body. If you ap prove please
show with your hands. Thank you. Any op -
posed? Then we will do this, and I have
some—what was—? A ques tion—ques -
tion.  First,  mike  two.

DEBORAH PRITTS (North Cen tral New 
York): Deborah Pritts, Cen tral New York
Con fer ence. Bishop, I have a ques tion as an
of fi cer of one of the leg is la tive com mit tees.
It is not clear to me how we are to pro ceed
for the rest of this morn ing, given the mo -
tions that we have adopted. If be fore our ad -
journ ment you would ad vise us as to
whether we are to at tempt to go into ses sion
as leg is la tive com mit tees, or whether we
are to wait and give the of fi cers of the Gen -
eral Con fer ence the op por tu nity to re spond
to the mo tions that we have adopted.

BISHOP KLAIBER: I would just ask the
mover of the last mo tion, was there a time
limit? (In au di ble) So you can write the per -
sons who are in the leg is la tive com mit tees
be cause they have not enough leg is la tive
trans lat ing pos si bil i ties in their re spec tive
leg is la tive com mit tee to take part in your
dis cus sion. On the other hand, if you are a
leg is la tive com mit tee which is just not now
hav ing the nec es sary trans la tion, you may
write to peo ple to look af ter an other—for
an other leg is la tive com mit tee where ad di -
tional—where the trans la tion is pro vided
for them. But I think we have to—it’s a very
dif fi cult sit u a tion now. We try to do the
best, but I think we can not solve the prob -
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lem in the ple nary of the Gen eral Con fer -
ence. And I ask the chairs of the leg is la tive
com mit tees to be in con tact with such gen -
eral com mis sion for the Gen eral Con fer -
ence, for the Com mis sion for the Gen eral
Con fer ence. 

What is your busi ness? A ques tion or
—please? A mo tion?

GLENN B. KOHLHEPP (West ern Penn -
syl va nia): Glenn Kohlhepp, West ern Penn -
syl va nia Con fer ence. Sir, given the time of
day, I would like to sug gest that we ad journ
from here to lunch and then con vene at
2:00, ’cause oth er wise, we have half an
hour to get to leg is la tive sec tion.

BISHOP KLAIBER: We have no busi -
ness now with ple nary, so, it’s just—I’m
just about to ad journ, so . . .

KOHLHEPP: But—but we are to go from 
here to our leg is la tive com mit tees . . . 

BISHOP KLAIBER: I think so, yes.
KOHLHEPP: . . . and—and we would

have only half an hour there.
BISHOP KLAIBER: I can not help.
KOHLHEPP: So—so my mo tion is that

we would ad journ now and re con vene at
2.00, which would be half an hour ear lier.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, I un der stand
your mo tion. Is it sec onded?

UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKERS: Sec -
onded.

BISHOP KLAIBER: OK, some body
want to speak to this? No. So, if you want to
ad journ now, this means the leg is la tive
com mit tee will not meet im me di ately, but
we will have our break. But the leg is la tive
com mit tees will meet at two o’clock, pre -
cise, be cause we have enough time for . . .
Who is in fa vor of this vote, “yes,” push one
when the light ap pears; who is against this,
“no,” two, when the light ap pears. “Yes,”
725; “No,” 191. It has car ried. So, we are
now at the end of our busi ness this morn ing.
It seems to me this is a nice morn ing for you, 
not very dif fi cult busi ness to do.

(Ap plause)

But nev er the less, we have done it; we
have tried it.

(Ap plause)

There are some an nounce ments from the
sec re tary of the Gen eral Con fer ence.

CAR O LYN MAR SHALL: Yes, Bishop,
there are some sev eral. One is to be gin the
im ple men ta tion of the ac tion which we
have just taken, the re quest that the GCFA
Ex ec u tive Com mit tee and the Com mis sion
on the Gen eral Con fer ence meet in Room
R221, which is the GCFA of fice, im me di -
ately fol low ing ad journ ment. Sec ondly,

De ci sion 884 of the Ju di cial Coun cil has
been com pleted. That de ci sion will be dis -
trib uted to all leg is la tive com mit tee chair -
per sons.

An an nounce ment to re mem ber that the
Meth od ist Choir of Co pen ha gen will be in
con cert dur ing the lunch hour in the food
court, and that Cynthia Wil son will be at
Cokesbury for au to graph ing the new CD.
The Com mit tee on Ref er ence will meet in
the morn ing, Fri day morn ing, at 7:15 in
Room R224, and al though we nor mally do
not make an nounce ments as far as spe cial
events not per tain ing to the Gen eral Con fer -
ence, in or der to be good guests, I’m go ing
to make this one, which says that the Berea
Children’s Home, to day, for lunch at 12:30,
cost of ten dol lars. There had been res er va -
tions made for fifty peo ple, and only three
have reg is tered. If you are in ter ested and
can avail your selves of that op por tu nity,
please go to the Tours and Travel booth.

The next-to-the-last one is that we’re sure
that you would like to know the to tal giv ing
for the Hope for the Children of Af rica, that
of fer ing taken at our open ing wor ship ser -
vice, came to $16,568.33.

(Ap plause)

And lastly, as Bishop Grove co mes to of -
fer his prayer, we’d ask that there would be
an op por tu nity to in clude in that prayer one
among our own. For as we have been meet -
ing this morn ing, many of you may have
been aware that Pres ton Price, who has been 
a mem ber of the sec re tarial staff for at least
the last three qua dren nia, and who had been
seated at this par tic u lar Gen eral Con fer ence 
im me di ately on your left, the end of this ta -
ble, came to me and bid me fare well. He had 
just re ceived word that his fa ther was dy ing, 
and he needed to leave; and so we had some
tears and some prayer up here, and I would
ask that this body would re mem ber him and
his fam ily as he goes to Nash ville.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Let’s pray.
BISHOP WIL LIAM BOYD GROVE:

The Lord be with you.
AU DI ENCE RE SPONSE: And also with

you.
O Holy One, Al mighty God, at the end of

a busy morn ing we pause be fore you to re -
mem ber broth ers in Christ. We re mem ber
John Car di nal O’Connor, Arch bishop of
New York, giv ing thanks for his life and
wit ness. We pray for those in the Ro man
Cath o lic Church, par tic u larly in the arch di -
o cese of New York, who mourn the pass ing
of their chief pas tor. In crease our unity with
them in the Ro man Cath o lic Church and
with all who love and serve Christ. We re -
mem ber be fore you Pres ton Price and his

fam ily, and Bishop Juan Mendez in Puerto
Rico, and all oth ers of your ser vants whom
we name in our hearts be fore you. Hear our
prayers, in the name and spirit of Je sus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BISHOP KLAIBER: Amen. We are ad -
journed.

(Prayer, Song)

BISHOP CHARLENE P. KAMMERER: 
You may be seated. Let us be in or der for the 
eve ning ses sion. Open our eyes, open our
hearts, open our ears, il lu mine us, O God, as 
we do our work and wor ship to gether this
eve ning as your faith ful peo ple. I am
Charlene Kammerer, and I have the priv i -
lege of serv ing as bishop in the Char lotte
Area of the West ern North Carolina An nual
Con fer ence.

(Ap plause)

And as sist ing me to night are col league
bish ops Al fred Norris and Ken Carder, and
I thank them very much. I would like for us
to be gin the eve ning with an up date, a brief
an nounce ment from Mollie Stew art, chair
of the Com mis sion on Gen eral Con fer ence,
which will alert us as to what has hap pened
since this morn ing when you took the ac tion 
in re gard to the trans la tors and pro vid ing the 
op por tu nity for full par tic i pa tion of all of
our del e gates here. Mollie?

Re port of Trans la tors’ Hiring

MOLLIE STEW ART: Thank you,
Bishop Kammerer, and good eve ning to this 
del e ga tion and group. Church and So ci ety,
and the del e gates who re quested trans la -
tors—trans la tion—we want you to know
that we have good news. We left this place
this morn ing, and we heard the con -
cerns—and not that we were n’t con cerned
be fore, but we heard the con cerns, and we
all went to work as you re quested us. We are 
happy to re port that we now have trans la -
tions in five lan guages in the ten leg is la tive
com mit tees.

(Ap plause)

They will be in your ses sion when you re -
turn to mor row morn ing. We have in creased 
the num ber of trans la tors for the leg is la tive
com mit tees from 30 to 71. We did not want
to just go through this ac tion and do this
with out you know ing that there are some
con sid er able costs have been in curred and
will be in curred. We do not have the ex act
dol lar fig ure, but we’d like to up date you
and in form you that the es ti mated in crease
cost to this Gen eral Con fer ence will be ap -
prox i mately $95,000. Not that the cost
means any thing, but we want you to be in -
formed del e gates when you make your de -

1916 May 6, 2000



ci sions later when we are dis cuss ing and
talk ing about bud get. We wanted you to
have some idea of the amount that you are
go ing to af firm in your next bud get. Be -
cause if you don’t, we will be right back
here 2004. We know that the dol lar is not
the thing that sets the tone for the work of
God, and I want to say thanks to Church and
So ci ety, who took the risk. I spoke to the
com mis sion on the first day and said we
must be risk-tak ers. So you took the risk to
start a pro cess, and those of us who un der -
stood picked it up, and we ran with it, and
now you have us to this pres ent mo ment in
time, and we are all very happy that you
took that risk. So, thanks be to God, and to
God we give the glory for those per sons
who worked hard and found the trans la tors
and have us now to this happy event and oc -
ca sion. And thank you, Bishop Kammerer,
for al low ing us this op por tu nity to up date as 
soon as we could the good news. Thank
you.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP KAMMERER:Thank you,
Mollie. And this is good news in deed, for all 
of us.

Now let me re mind us of two or ders of the
day that we have be fore us for this eve ning.
First of all, we will con sider the con tin u ing
pro cess of the Gen eral Con fer ence deal ing
with the CPT re port, and you re mem ber
when we ap proved the rules in that re gard
this eve ning, we’ll be de voted to re ceiv ing
the re ports out of the 25 groups that hap -
pened yes ter day. We’ve had a great num ber 
of peo ple work ing very dil i gently to pro -
vide this in for ma tion for us, and we are
grate ful.

We will move more into the dis cern ment
mode for this part of our eve ning’s agenda.
This means that we will not con tinue to be
in di a logue with each other to night on the
CPT rec om men da tion and re port. It also
means that there will be no floor de bate to -
night on the CPT re port. If you re call, you
also ap proved on Mon day with the rules in
this re gard that Fri day morn ing would be
the time set aside for de bate on the CPT. So
I am let ting you know how we will move
through the eve ning in that re gard. We will
be ready at 8:30 to night to move into a very
holy and chal leng ing time for us in the act of 
re pen tance to ward rec on cil i a tion. And I
hope that we will be able to have a brief re -
cess in-be tween this time and the be gin ning
of our ser vice. I would like to ask Mi nerva
Carcaño, who is the sec re tary for CPT, to
come and guide us through the re port out of
the groups yes ter day. Mi nerva?

Re port from CPT Dis cern ment Groups

MI NERVA CARCAÑO: Bishop
Kammerer, mem bers of the Coun cil of
Bishops, del e gates and vis i tors to this Gen -
eral Con fer ence, grace and peace to you in
the name of the Lord Je sus Christ. The Gen -
eral Con fer ence re flec tion groups for the
con sid er ation of the Connectional Pro cess
Team Re port met on May 3, 2000. Mem -
bers of the Coun cil of Bishops con vened the 
groups, and sem i nar i ans from the Meth od -
ist Theo log i cal School in Ohio served as re -
cord ers. Where pos si ble, mem bers of the
Connectional Pro cess Team served as ob -
serv ers of the re flec tion group pro cess. Im -
me di ately af ter the meet ing of the re flec tion 
groups, the re cord ers and CPT ob serv ers
were con vened by Bishop Su san Hassinger
in or der to out line the pend ing work. The
Gen eral Con fer ence charged the CPT with
the re spon si bil ity of pre par ing a writ ten re -
port of the re sults of the con ver sa tions of the 
con ver sa tions of the re flec tion groups. The
fol low ing pro cess for pre par ing such a re -
port was out lined and com pleted. First of
all, the re flec tion group re cord ers would
gather the points of con sen sus and dis sen -
sion forth com ing from the re flec tion group
con ver sa tions. Sec ondly, the CPT would
gather the re flec tion group’s ques tions and
pre pare re sponses. Through this pro cess of
col lab o ra tion, the CPT has pre pared its
writ ten re port. We would now re quest sus -
pen sion of the rules for two pur poses. The
first pur pose is to al low the Methesco stu -
dents Kevin Schultz and Rebecca Ma ples to 
as sist in the pre sen ta tion of the points of
con sent and dis sent. And sec ondly, for the
pur pose of al low ing the dis tri bu tion of the
CPT’s writ ten re port as per this Gen eral
Con fer ence re quest. We do not in tend to
read the en tire re port and feel con fi dent that
we can com plete our pre sen ta tion within
the next fif teen min utes.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, Mi -
nerva has moved to sus pend the rules for the 
two pur poses out lined, is there a sec ond? It
has been sec onded. This is not de bat able. If
you vote “yes,” vote 1; if you vote “no,”
vote 2. Please vote when the light co mes on. 
“Yes,” 782; “No,” 86. The rules have been
sus pended. You may pro ceed ahead as you
wish.

CPT Points of Con sen sus

REBEKA MA PLES: Rebeka Ma ples,
Meth od ist Theo log i cal School in Ohio,
West Ohio Con fer ence. (In au di ble) 

The points of con sen sus on the
Connectional Pro cess Team re port were as
fol lows: The re port: 

• em pha sizes spir i tual for ma tion to en -
hance the de vel op ment of the lo cal
church and faith com mu ni ties as more

sig nif i cant places for pro claim ing the
gos pel and car ry ing out the church’s
mis sion 

• de vel ops spir i tual lead ers for the
church, both lay and clergy, for in tro -
spec tion and anal y sis

•  cre ates ser vant lead er ship of bish ops,
dis trict su per in ten dents, clergy, and la -
ity 

• lib er ates bish ops and dis trict su per in -
ten dents to be spir i tual lead ers 

• elim i nates GCOM 
• forms cov e nant coun cils, and pro vides

the ba sis for re duc tion of super struc -
ture in ad min is tra tive groups through -
out the church 

• pro vides transformational di rec tions
for re newal, re vi sion, re struc tur ing,
flex i bil ity, and new op por tu ni ties 

• ben e fits the lo cal church
• ad dresses prob lems and con cerns
• al lows free dom for or ga ni za tion, em -

pha sis, and idea shar ing 
• re sponds to a global vi sion with the US

as a cen tral con fer ence 
• lev els the play ing field so that it is not

US-cen tered 
• pro vides re struc tur ing to ac knowl edge

is sues of in dig e nous churches and
makes US equal to, not dom i nant to,
the other churches 

• re aligns gen eral boards and es tab lishes
a pro cess for re struc tur ing 

• es tab lishes cov e nant coun cils and cov -
e nant re la tion ships to em power our
global vi sion to fo cus and func tion as a
cov e nant com mu nity 

• af firms the inclusivity and di ver sity of
the connectional sys tem 

• brings the church back to Wes leyan
roots and tra di tion 

• en cour ages  doc trinal and theo log i cal
dis cus sion, class meet ings, and cov e -
nant com mu ni ties

• em pha sizes Chris tian for ma tion with
the lo cal church at the cen ter 

• calls for vi sion ary part ner ships with
pas to ral and lay lead er ship 

• brings ev ery one to the ta ble for di a -
logue and dis cern ment. 

KEVIN SHULTS: Kevin Shults, Meth -
od ist Theo log i cal School in Ohio, West
Ohio Con fer ence.

CPT Points of Dis sent

The points of dis sent on the Connectional
Pro cess Team re port were as fol lows: 
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The pro posed CPT re port cre ates an other
layer of ad min is tra tive and bu reau cratic
struc ture

• un de fined cost
• un clear pro jec tions
• ris ing ap por tion ments
•  eco nomic im pact on other coun tries
• un clear plan for or ga ni za tional struc -

ture of rec om men da tions
• un bal anced lev els of de ci sion-mak ing
•  lack of ac count abil ity and mon i tor ing

of agen cies through out tran si tion pe -
riod

• in crease in power and con trol  that
bish ops pos sess through nom i na tion
abil i ties

• lack of ac count abil ity of in sur ing
equal ity for marginalized per sons

• struc ture leaves United States in pri -
mary power

• a re quired sixty per cent change of the
con sti tu tion

• a super board over ex ist ing agen cies
• ques tions as to where and when bish -

ops are elected and con se crated 
• an un wieldy con fus ing, costly, and

timely con cern to lo cal con gre ga tions
re gard ing struc ture and pro cess of im -
ple men ta tion  

• too much em pha sis on re or ga niz ing  in -
stead of  mak ing dis ci ples

• an at ti tude of dis trust within the cur rent 
GCOM struc ture

• no spe cific rule for the United Meth od -
ist Women’s and United Meth od ist
Men’s

• un re al is tic job de scrip tions for dis trict
su per in ten dents

• disempowerment of the lo cal church
and re in forces hi er ar chi cal struc ture 

• underrepresentation of  the United
States del e gates to global con fer ence.

BISHOP KAMMER: Mi nerva, be fore
you pro ceed, I want to thank these sem i nar i -
ans from Methesco and all those who as -
sisted in the con vened groups yes ter day for
their very hard work. 

(Ap plause)

And also now that we have seen on the
screen and read the re port in re gard to points 
of con sent with the re port and points of dis -
sent, I want us sim ply to take a few mo -
ments for a time of si lence here that we
might hear better what we have heard, and
also to be gin ask ing our selves the ques tion
that the mem bers of  CPT  have lifted up for

us. What is the mind of Christ for us in this
re gard, and what is the will of God for our
church in this mat ter? Let us be in a time of
si lent re flec tion.

(Time of si lent re flec tion)

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
(prayer)  

MI NERVA CARCANO: The ques tions
raised in the re flec tion group con ver sa tions
are listed and re sponded to in the writ ten
ma te ri als that have ei ther been dis trib uted
to you or are about to be dis trib uted to you.
We com mend it to you for your on go ing
dis cern ment. We would fur ther rec om mend 
your study of the pre vi ously dis trib uted
doc u ment ti tled “The Connectional Pro cess 
Team Re port Re sponding to Your Ques -
tions.” Ma dame Chair, this con cludes our
re port.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, we
thank you very much, and, del e gates, you
have the writ ten re port now be fore you and
this will be yours to dis cern and re flect on in -
di vid u ally, cor po rately, as you come to -
gether to mor row morn ing for this pur pose.
Now, I would like to turn to Car o lyn Mar -
shall for a mo tion that she needs to make in
re gard to COSROW med i ta tion book let.

COSROW Med i ta tion Book let

CAR O LYN MAR SHALL: Thank you,
Bishop Kammerer. It has been the prac tice
the last sev eral Gen eral Con fer ences that
the Com mis sion on Sta tus and Role of
Women has pre pared a de vo tional book let
which has been dis trib uted on the first day
of Gen eral Con fer ence to all del e gates. In
the pro cess of mak ing that dis tri bu tion on
Tues day, that book let was not dis trib uted to
our desks. Once again, it was missed in the
pro cess for that eve ning. And so our rules
state that ma te ri als af ter the first day must
seek sus pen sion of the rules and per mis sion
of the body to have them dis trib uted. There -
fore, Bishop, I move that we sus pend the
rules in or der that this book let may be dis -
trib uted to all del e gates.

BISHOP KAMMERER: The mo tion’s
been made and sec onded to sus pend the
rules for this pur pose. You will press 1 to
vote Yes, press 2 to vote No. Please vote
when the light ap pears. The rules have been
sus pended and we trust that the COSROW
med i ta tion book lets as a gift to us will be on
the ta bles to mor row morn ing. (The vote is
755 to 127.) Thank you very much. Yes, do
you want to be rec og nized? You’re show -
ing them; they are on the ta bles, good—I’m
glad we’ve au tho rized what we’ve al ready
done (laugh ter). Thank you. Car o lyn, I will
turn to you—are there any an nounce ments
that we should have at this time?

CAR O LYN MAR SHALL: I be lieve
there are none at this mo ment.

Bishop Mendez/Puerto Rico 
Res o lu tion Adopted

BISHOP KAMMERER: I un der stood
there would be a mat ter to come be fore us
by the Puerto Ri can del e ga tion. Is there
some one pre pared to speak? Mikerophone
8, please.

VIC TOR ORTIZ (Puerto Rico Meth od ist
Church): Bishop, we want to pres ent a res o -
lu tion re lated to the sit u a tion of our bishop
Juan A. Vera Mendez. If it’s pos si ble in this
mo ment, we ask for that op por tu nity.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, would
you read the res o lu tion, please, for us.
Please lis ten care fully.

VIC TOR ORTIZ: The res o lu tion is en ti -
tled, “To our friend and sup port, Bishop
Juan A. Vera Mendez, in his pro phetic wit -
ness for peace and jus tice among the peo ple
of  Vieques.”  Whereas, Bishop Juan A.
Vera Mendez  as well as other re li gious
lead ers and peo ple have been re moved and
ar rested to day due to their pres ence in the
re stricted area in the is land of Vieques,
Puerto Rico. Whereas their pres ence in the
re stricted area is in re sponse to a call for jus -
tice by the 9,500 US cit i zens of Vieques
who have lived un der 60 years of mil i tary
ex er cises that in cludes bom bard ments with
live am mu ni tions. Whereas the Coun cil of
Bishops ap prove a res o lu tion and last year
send a del e ga tion in sup port of peace and
jus tice for Vieques. Whereas more than
ever sup port and a com pan ion is ur gently
needed. There fore, be it re solved that, (1)
The 2000 United Meth od ist Church Gen -
eral Con fer ence ex press to Pres i dent
Clinton the re quest for stop ping all mil i tary
ex er cises in the is land of Vieques and cease
the re moval and ar rest of peace ful dem on -
stra tors in clud ing the re li gious lead er ship
of Puerto Rico who par tic i pate in the ec u -
men i cal na tional co ali tion. (2) A del e ga tion
of the Gen eral Con fer ence which will in -
clude bish ops, lay and clergy peo ple will
meet with Pres i dent Clinton and visit
Puerto Rico to af firm the Meth od ist Church
of Puerto Rico and ex press the sup port to
the peo ple of Vieques in their call for peace
and jus tice. And, (3) a short pe riod of time
for si lent med i ta tion and prayer will take
place dur ing this ses sion.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, you
wish to move this, you wish to make a mo -
tion to adopt this res o lu tion, is that cor rect?

VIC TOR ORTIZ: I make a mo tion, yes.
BISHOP KAMMERER: Is there a sec -

ond? Is there any dis cus sion? Seeing no
hands, I’m go ing to ask that you vote on the
res o lu tion in volv ing Vieques in Puerto
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Rico, and in par tic u lar our bishop there Juan 
Vera Mendez. 

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER: If
you wish to vote yes, press one. If you vote
no, press two. Please vote when the light ap -
pears. You have adopted the res o lu tion. We
will do this. (The vote was 762 to 188). (Ap -
plause) Muchas gracias. And now I turn to
the Com mit tee on Pre siding Of fi cers, Paul
Extrum-Fernandez.

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: Good
eve ning. To mor row we have asked Bishop
Bruce Blake to re turn to the chair. The rea -
son for that is that the Com mit tee on Pre -
siding Of fi cers felt it was im por tant to
pro vide con tin ued con ti nu ity in deal ing with
the Connectional Pro cess Team re port. On
Sat ur day morn ing we’re not an tic i pat ing any 
ple nary ses sions in the af ter noon for the to -
mor row or eve ning. We have asked Bishop
Cornelius Henderson to pre side for the Sat -
ur day morn ing ses sion. Thank you.

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
Thank you Paul. I saw a card over here. Yes, 
what is your busi ness? Mi cro phone one.

JOE M. WHITTEMORE (North Geor -
gia): Joe Whittemore, North Geor gia

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
Joe Whittemore, North Geor gia.

Re quest for Ju di cial Coun cil 
De clar a tory De ci sion Pro posed

WHITTEMORE: Bishop, I would like to
of fer a res o lu tion at the unan i mous re quest
of the en tire North Geor gia del e ga tion. Is
this a time that I may have?

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, go
ahead, sir.

WHITTEMORE: I move the fol low ing.
Be it re solved as pro vided in para graph
2616.1 and 2616.2a of the Book of Dis ci -
pline that the Gen eral Con fer ence hereby
pe ti tions the Ju di cial Coun cil for a de clar a -
tory de ci sion on the ef fect of how the cov e -
nant re la tion ship be tween the an nual
con fer ence and its clergy re lates to the Book 
of Dis ci pline . And fur ther pe ti tions for a de -
clar a tory de ci sion on the ap pli ca tion of the
Book of Dis ci pline  as to whether there are
cir cum stances where the an nual con fer ence 
has the right to ne gate or ig nore the Book of
Dis ci pline. And fur ther pe ti tions for a de -
clar a tory de ci sion as to the con sti tu tion al ity 
of ac tions taken which vi o late the Book of
Dis ci pline based upon the an nual con fer -
ence con sci en tiously dis agree ing with a
par tic u lar para graph of the Dis ci pline. And
fur ther pe ti tions for a de clar a tory de ci sion
on the ap pli ca tion of the Book of Dis ci pline
as to whether there are more ba sic and fun -
da men tal cov e nants which have pre ce dent
over the Book of Dis ci pline and if so, pro -

vide clar i fi ca tion as to which of these other
cov e nants the an nual con fer ence may rely
upon to supercede or dis obey dis ci plin ary
pro vi sions. Bishop if I get a sec ond I would
like to speak to the mo tion.

BISHOP KAMMERER: It has been sec -
onded and we’ll need a copy of the res o lu -
tion up here and I did not ask this of Vic tor
Ortiz. Please make sure the sec re tary has a
copy of the res o lu tion in re gard to Vieques
as well. Now, please speak to your mo tion.

WHITTEMORE: Bishop, I have a
PowerPoint copy of this. Would you like for 
it to be shown on the screen?

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER:
No, I do not think so be cause other del e -
gates have not had that priv i lege.

Re quest for Ju di cial Coun cil 
De ci sion Ex plained

WHITTEMORE: Thank you. It is in a
spirit of Chris tian love that we re quest your
con sid er ation of this mat ter. This res o lu tion 
is not di rected at oth ers. It is di rected at our
need. We want to be com fort able with our
cov e nant re la tion ship with the gen eral
church. We need to know how to in ter pret
what de fines our agree ment with oth ers to
be in min is try to gether. We United Meth od -
ists and our pre de ces sor or ga ni za tions have
been in cov e nant with one an other for over
200 years. Our cov e nant in busi ness terms
is a part ner ship, which is by mu tual con sent
an agree ment to work to gether. In or der for
any cov e nant part ner ship to work over the
long run there has to be an agree ment which
con tains the un der stand ings of the par ties.
With out an un der stand ing by the part ners
any cov e nant part ner ship will never suc -
ceed or be last ing. If this is not cor rect, why
do we even have a Book of Dis ci pline?
Legally, we are a cor po ra tion. But in re al ity
we are a cov e nant part ner ship. Tech nically,
the United Meth od ist Church is an en tity
unto it self with its own life and can sur vive
with out a sin gle mem ber. But prac ti cally,
with out you and me work ing to gether in
cov e nant part ner ship, in mu tual trust, there
will not be much value in that cor po ra tion.
A clear un der stand ing of what makes up our 
part ner ship agree ment is es sen tial if we are
to work to gether. If we have no un der stand -
ing of how our re la tion ship is de fined, then
we will have chaos, and we must be able to
trust one an other to live within our cov e -
nant. If you do what you want to day and I do 
what I want to mor row, our re la tion ship will
never work over the long run.

BISHOP KAMMERER: Joe, you are at
the two-min ute mark. Please wrap up your
speak ing to the mo tion.

WHITTEMORE: Thank you, Bishop. At
this point, we lack con fi dence that we can

de fine our cov e nant and this is un ac cept -
able. Be fore we leave this place we need a
clear un der stand ing of how we de fine our
cov e nant re la tion ship and ul ti mately we
must be able to trust one an other to carry out 
our de fin able, mu tu ally agree able cov e nant
re la tion ship. We urge your sup port of this
res o lu tion. Thank you Bishop.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right. I do
see there are per sons who want to speak. In
the back, the gen tle man who is stand ing in
Sec tion D, yel low card, please move to mi -
cro phone 8.  Name and con fer ence and
please state if you’re speak ing for or against 
the res o lu tion.

LARRY D. PICKENS (North ern Il li -
nois): Larry Pickens, North ern Il li nois.
Point of or der. Bishop, is it prop erly be fore
us at this point? My un der stand ing is that in
or der for this to be be fore the Ju di cial Coun -
cil it has to have ju ris dic tion un der the ba sis
of it be ing some form of leg is la tion and as it
stands at this point, no leg is la tion is be fore
us.

BISHOP KAMMERER: It is my un der -
stand ing that it is ap pro pri ate for the Gen -
eral Con fer ence to file a pe ti tion of this
na ture to the Ju di cial Coun cil. It would be
filed and for warded to them. So it is prop -
erly be fore us.

PICKENS: Thank you.
BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, mi cro -

phone 7. 
PHILIP R. GRANGER (North In di ana):

Thank you, bishop. Phil Granger, North In -
di ana. We have … this is a speech in sup -
port. We cel e brate the fact that we are a
plu ral is tic de nom i na tion. We cel e brate the
abil ity as United Meth od ists to be able to
come at our theo log i cal task from dif fer ent
per spec tives. How ever, in her ent in that,
then, is the need for some ba sis of our life
to gether. His torically we have un der stood
that to be the Dis ci pline. At this mo ment in
our his tory, we are faced with con flict ing
un der stand ings of how that Dis ci pline  func -
tions. I would urge this body to sup port this
mo tion be cause we must re for mu late how it
is that we live to gether so that we truly can
leave this place as United Meth od ists.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, that’s
a speech for. The pink card, right here,
please move to mi cro phone 4.

THOMAS O. GARNHART (Wis con -
sin): Tom Garnhardt, Wis con sin Con fer -
ence. I would speak in op po si tion to the
mo tion in that I think the is sues be fore us
are not is sues pri mar ily of church law and
pol ity and how the Dis ci pline says one thing 
or the other. That’s not where we have some 
dif fer ences with each other. We are un sure
about what God is say ing to us. It’s theo log -
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i cal things that we are strug gling with, it’s
what God is ask ing us to do in cer tain ar eas
of our life to gether and the Ju di cial Coun cil
is not his tor i cally the best source of get ting
solid, theo log i cal wis dom. 

(Laughter)

BISHOP KAMMERER: That’s a speech
against. I ask you not to ap plaud any of the
speak ers. In the back, Sec tion D, the yel low
card, move to mi cro phone 8.

TYSON FER GU SON (De troit): Tyson
Fer gu son, lay del e gate, De troit Con fer ence. 
I have a par lia men tary ques tion for the
bishop. Is there not a pro ce dure that we’re
miss ing in this pro cess if we con tinue in the
cur rent way of bring ing res o lu tions that
would mean that we could all bring them
right here to the floor. My un der stand ing,
and help me if I’m in cor rect, would be a sus -
pen sion of the rules be fore the res o lu tion is
pre sented.

BISHOP KAMMERER: I have al lowed
the dis cus sion of res o lu tions this eve ning
be cause we have had the gen er os ity of un -
ex pected time. I be lieve that it would be up
to the bishop pre sid ing to de ter mine
whether or not we would need to sus pend
the rules. We are fac ing an or der of the day
so whether or not this body is able to act on
this res o lu tion, you will de ter mine with the
time that we have re main ing; but it is prop -
erly be fore us. And we may pro ceed with
the dis cus sion. 

UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: Thank you 
for the clar i fi ca tion.

BISHOP KAMMERER: We are mov ing
quickly to ward the time of our re cess be fore 
this ser vice, all right? Back here? Sec tion D, 
the yel low card. Move to mi cro phone eight.

FRANK DORSEY: Frank Dorsey from
Kan sas East. I’m speak ing against the res o -
lu tion. I think so of ten that we con fuse con -
tract with cov e nant, and the sub stance of
this res o lu tion is about con tract. And it is
seek ing a li ti gious way of solv ing a very
spir i tual prob lem. I would hope we could
work with cov e nant and conferencing so
that we could learn how to live to gether.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, that’s
two speeches against. I will al low one
speech for, and I be lieve we will have to go
ahead into the time of re cess. Is there a
speech for? Yes, mi cro phone one.

BEN CHAMNESS: Ben Chamness,
Texas Con fer ence. Bishop, I move the pre -
vi ous ques tion on all that’s be fore us.

BISHOP KAMMERER: All right, that is
be fore us. If you would move the pre vi ous
ques tion on all that’s be fore us, vote yes,
vote one. If you would vote no, vote two.
Please vote when the light co mes on. 

All right that has passed, so are we—we
are ready to vote. The res o lu tion, the Joe
Whittimore res o lu tion, is be fore you. If you
would vote yes, press one. If you would
vote no, press two. Please vote when the
light turns on. 

The res o lu tion is adopted—sim ple ma -
jor ity. All right, now, thank you very much
for your pa tience and your de lib er a tions
this eve ning. We will—we will be in re cess
un til 8:30, and the wor ship ser vice will be -
gin on time. And we hope that God will
bless us in this wor ship to gether. I would
like for Bishop Er nest Lyght to come and
have a prayer for us as we move into the
time of re cess. Bishop Lyght.

Bishop Lyght Closes Busi ness WithPrayer

BISHOP LYGHT: Let us pray. God of the 
night and God of the day, One who leads us
when we are not sure, One who leads us
through chaos into peace. Be pres ent with
us we pray. As we seek to lis ten, as we at -
tempt to see, even as we seek to speak. May
your Spirit al ways be with us, for we would
dis cern your will. Make known to us in a
still quiet voice your will and your way. As
we con tinue to dis cern the CPT re port, as
we open our hearts of con cern for our broth -
ers and sis ters in Puerto Rico and those who
are on the is land of Vieques, be pres ent
there, guid ing and lead ing in the night and
in the day. In Je sus’ name we pray. Amen.

BISHOP KAMMERER: We are now in
re cess un til 8:30. 

(Songs and Wor ship, 
led by Cynthia Wil son)

BISHOP GROVE: I would like to rec og -
nize the Rev er end McCallister Hollins to
make a brief state ment be fore we be gin.

McCallister Hollins Com mends Ra cial
Rec on cil i a tion Ser vice

MCCALLISTER HOLLINS: Good eve -
ning, my broth ers and sis ters in Christ. I
stand be fore you in sev eral ca pac i ties to -
night. I stand be fore you as a del e gate of this 
mar vel ous United Meth od ist Gen eral Con -
fer ence 2000. I stand be fore you as the
newly elected vice-chair of Black Meth od -
ists for Church Re newal. I stand be fore you
as a mem ber of the Com mis sion on Un ion,
the group set apart and set to guide the re la -
tion ship—the fu ture re la tion ship and pres -
ent re la tion ships be tween United
Meth od ists and our broth ers and sis ters of
other Meth od ist de nom i na tions. I stand be -
fore you as a Meth od ist for fifty years, as I
was bap tized when I was six-weeks-old into 
The Meth od ist Church. I stand be fore you
as one who stands with a lot of pain to night,
along with many other broth ers and sis ters

in this place, but I stand be fore you as a
proud United Meth od ist. It is my prayer that 
you will be sen si tized to the pain of those of
us who are Af ri can Amer i cans and United
Meth od ists to night in this ser vice. For as the 
ser vice was formed, we be lieve that there
should have been more sen si tiv ity, but we
find our selves at this place. Many of us are
not here to night. Some of us were plan ning
to walk out to night. But I plan to stay. I hope 
oth ers will do the same, as we have that re -
spon si bil ity to God and to one an other as
mem bers of this great church. It is my
prayer that as a re sult of the in sen si tiv ity
and the alien ation that we’re feel ing and the
pain as we move through this ser vice, that
we will be gin to think very se ri ously about
our plight with rac ism in this na tion, in par -
tic u lar within United Meth od ism, as we
search to move oth ers of Af ri can de scent
and Af ri can Amer i cans from other de nom i -
na tions into this won der ful de nom i na tion.
It is with much love that I stand be fore you
in a very heavy heart to night, ask ing you to
please—pray—and may this ser vice truly
be more than just a lit any and a wor ship ser -
vice, but a means of us be gin ning to re ally
deal and im ple ment ways to be come the
true fam ily of God. God bless you.

(Ap plause)

(Ap plause)

In tro duc tion to the Ser vice

BISHOP ROY I. SANO: We al ways live
be tween the al ready and the ought not yet.
We read in the Scrip tures, Je sus Christ has
bro ken down the walls of hos til ity and the
not yet in or der to make one Body.

We long to heal our sep a ra tion from Af ri -
can Amer i can Meth od ist de nom i na tions,
namely the Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church, the Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal
Zion Church, and the Chris tian Meth od ist
Epis co pal Church. To ward this end, we
have first dared to call for vis i ble unity, and
we are work ing to gether in a Com mis sion
on Un ion. Sec ond, if in sti tu tional unity is to
ad vance the reign and realm of God in our
midst and have an im pact on the world, we
are there fore de vel op ing part ner ship in
min is try. We have for ex am ple been part -
ners in a cam paign against sub stance abuse
and are work ing to gether on the Com mis -
sion on Pan-Meth od ist Co op er a tion. Third;
how ever, we fi nally want spe cific ways to
in fuse a vis i ble unity and part ner ship in
min is try with a spe cial di men sion, namely,
the spir i tual one, where the breath of the
winds of the Spirit will make us into a liv ing 
be ing—more than an or ga ni za tion, an or -
gan ism, the body of Christ. So that the
United Meth od ist part of the body of Christ
will breathe more freely and fully the right
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kind of au then tic spir i tu al ity, we are par tic i -
pat ing in these acts of re pen tance for rec on -
cil i a tion this eve ning.

While we have been on a long and ar du -
ous jour ney in search of heal ing and rec on -
cil i a tion, the new quadranium and the new
cen tury chal lenge us to launch a new phase
in our pil grim age in Christ who makes us
one. You are in vited to make cre ative ad ap -
ta tions of this ser vice for your an nual con -
fer ences and con gre ga tions, planned and
con ducted, of course, with Pan-Meth od ist
par tic i pa tion in con junc tion with this act of
re pen tance the spir i tual for ma tion study
doc u ment named Steps To ward Whole ness: 
Learning and Re pen tance has been tested in 
the field and pro posed in your Daily Chris -
tian Ad vo cate, Vol.,1 Sec tion 3  [p. 1048]. It
is the last lengthy doc u ment in that sec tion.

The apos tle Paul urged the Co rin thian
Chris tians to avoid a worldly grief which
pro duces death, and we pray as he urged the
Co rin thian Chris tians to move to ward a
Godly grief or a re morse which “pro duces a
re pen tance that leads to sal va tion and
brings no re morse.” Paul said that sal va tion
is ev i dent in the ea ger ness to clear our selves 
to ex pe ri ence in dig na tion, long ing, and
zeal, and even to be open to the pun ish ment
of God. We re peat those words be cause this
eve ning we gather be fore a holy God, and
the Bi ble speaks of the wrath of this holy
God un der stand ably be cause this holy God
takes of fense when the good ness of cre ation 
is vi o lated by sin, evil, or death. “Taking of -
fense” is too mild a word; we must speak of
the holy God as out raged by sin and evil,
and there fore goes on the of fen sive against
sin and evil. And we are told that the very
gates of hell, the strong hold of evil, will not
with stand the reign and the realm of God
mov ing in upon us, sav ing us, sanc ti fy ing
all that has been des e crated and hal low ing
all that has been vi o lated. With these rem i -
nis cences of our bib li cal her i tage we en ter
into this time of acts of re pen tance. Pause to
ac knowl edge those who have joined us.
First of all, we want to ac knowl edge the
mem bers of the Com mis sion on Un ion who
are seated up here, if they would rise, please
and then the Com mis sion on Pan-Meth od ist 
Co op er a tion, who are lead ing in the un ion
and co op er a tion. Would you stand, please,
and I’m sure the con gre ga tion would want
to ac knowl edge you.

(Ap plause)

Wel come of Guests

And we have rep re sent ing the Af ri can
Meth od ist Epis co pal Church, Bishop Mc -
Kin ley Young, please. (Ap plause) And
Adrian A. Mor ris, please. (Ap plause) From
Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal Zion Church,

Bishop Clar ence Carr (Ap plause), and Lula
K. Howard. (Ap plause) And we who have
worked in this area readily ac knowl edge our
in debt ed ness to Mary Love, who is an Af ri -
can Meth od ist Epis co pal Church Zion ec u -
men i cal of fi cer. Mary, please. (Ap plause)
From the Chris tian Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church, Bishop Nathaniel Lindsey,  and
Juanita Bryant. 

(Ap plause)
(Cynthia Wil son, song)

(Sus tained Ap plause)

Open ing Sen tences

BISHOP ELIAS G. GALVÁN: Will you
please turn your at ten tion to the open ing
sen tences in the or der of wor ship. Your
proph ets have seen for you false and de cep -
tive vi sions; they have not ex posed your in -
iq uity and so re versed your for tunes, but
have seen or a cles for you that are false and
mis lead ing.

CON GRE GA TION: Let us test and ex -
am ine our ways, and re turn to the Lord. Let
us lift up our hearts as well as our hands to
God in heaven. We have trans gressed and
re belled and you have not for got ten. 

 (The con gre ga tion sings the first two
verses of “Lift Ev ery Voice and Sing”)

In tro duc tion to the Sym bols

RUTH A. DAUGHERTY (East ern Penn -
syl va nia): A plumb-line, a plumb-line is a
length of light rope with a lead weight at -
tached to one end that when it is sus pended
by the other end will show whether a line is
ver ti cal and there fore sta ble and true. Amos
had a vi sion of God hold ing a plumb-line
with which to test the peo ple’s ca pac ity for
true righ teous ness. The plumb-line hangs in 
the midst of this as sem bly as a con stant re -
minder that we must pass God’s test for
righ teous ness.

RHYMES H. MONCURE (Mis souri
East): The LORD was stand ing be side a
wall built with a plumb-line. And the
LORD said to me, “Amos what do you
see?”  

Amos said, “I see a plumb line.” 
Then the LORD said, “See, I am set ting a

plumb-line in the midst of my peo ple Is -
rael.”

DAUGHERTY: Salt was an ex tremely
pre cious and valu able com mod ity be cause
it was the most im por tant pre ser va tive for
food be fore re frig er a tion. Salt was of ten
used in the bib li cal world as a sign that the
par ties to an agree ment in tended to pre serve 
their cov e nant vows. Blocks of salt are here
as the sign that God has en tered in our cov e -
nants.

MONCURE: The LORD spoke to Aaron
re gard ing the re spon si bil i ties un der taken
by the priests and Le vites say ing, “This is a
per pet ual cov e nant of salt be fore the LORD
with you and with your descendents also.” 

The LORD the God of Is rael called out:
“Hear me Je ro boam and all Is rael: Ought
you not know that the LORD, the God of Is -
rael, gave the king ship over Is rael to Da vid
and his descendents in per pe tu ity by a cov e -
nant of salt?” 

Je sus said, “You are salt to the world. But
if salt be comes taste less how is its salt i ness
to be re stored? It is now good for noth ing
but to be thrown away and trod den un der -
foot.”

DAUGHERTY: God alone knows how
fast the church be gan to break apart. The
walls have not been plumb with jus tice. The 
salt with which we sealed the cov e nant has
be come taste less by our care less han dling
and will ful dis re gard of oth ers. 

(Mem bers of the Edna Duffy Li tur gi cal
Dance Com pany dance around the blocks
of salt. At first they dance to gether, then one 
by one be gin to shout, “  We don’t like them,
they’re not like us. We don’t like them;
they’re not like us.” Finally, they take up
sledge ham mers and be gin to smash the
blocks of salt.)

(The con gre ga tion sings the fi nal verse 
of “Lift Ev ery Voice and Sing”)

AN THONY AL EX AN DER, POR -
TRAYING RICH ARD ALLEN:  I’m here
from my rest, be cause it has been told to me
that our church has for got ten its his tory. I
stand be fore you to night to re mind you of
part of who you are.  I was born a slave in
Phil a del phia in 1760.  I was one of the first
slaves to be eman ci pated  dur ing the Rev o -
lu tion ary era, and I was forced to forge an
iden tity for my self and for my peo ple.  I be -
came a Chris tian un der the preach ing of
Free born Garretson. He was an itin er ant
preacher and I was sev en teen years of age. 
Oh, I was awak ened and brought to see my -
self fallen and wretched and with out the
mercy of God.  I knew my soul must be lost.  
I earned my free dom by saw ing cordwood
and driv ing a wagon train dur ing the war.
Af ter the war I fur thered the Meth od ist
cause by be com ing a li censed  exhorter. Oh, 
I preached to col ored peo ple and White
folks alike from New York to South
Carolina.  There were a num ber of Meth od -
ist lead ers who made com ment of my
preach ing abil i ties, in clud ing the first
Amer i can Meth od ist bishop, Fran cis
Asbury. It was my good plea sure to have
been or dained by Bishop Asbury.  I re jected 
an of fer to be come pas tor of a church or ga -
nized by The Free Af ri can So ci ety.  I sim ply 
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in formed them that I could not be any thing
else but a Meth od ist. I was born and awak -
ened un der Meth od ism.  So to rec on cile my
faith and my Af ri can iden tity I formed my
own con gre ga tion.  I gath ered around me
ten Black Meth od ists and  we took over a
black smith shop in the in creas ingly Black
south ern sec tion of Phil a del phia. We con -
verted it to Bethel Af ri can Meth od ist
Espicopal Church.  Al though Bethel
Church opened in a cer e mony led by Bishop 
Asbury, its tiny con gre ga tion wor shiped
sep a rately from its White broth ers and sis -
ters.  Now be fore you start ritching around
in your seats and talk ing about me, call ing
me names un der your breath, let me tell you
about my de ci sion to form a Black con gre -
ga tion.  It was due to White rac ism. Al -
though most White Meth od ists  in the
1790’s  fa vored eman ci pa tion, they re fused
to treat col ored peo ple as equals. They re -
fused to al low us to be bur ied in the con gre -
ga tion’s cem e ter ies.  May I re mind you of 
St. George’s and how we left that sanc tu ary.  
You for get, I know.  Per mit me to re count
part of that in ci dent. A num ber of us usu ally
gath ered for wor ship at St. George’s, and
when the col ored peo ple be came too nu -
mer ous they moved us from the seats we oc -
cu pied, erected gal ler ies around the walls,
and said we should sit there.  The sex ton met 
us at the door on this sab bath morn ing and
di rected us to the gal lery. We ex pected to sit 
over the seats we nor mally oc cu pied.

Once we were there, meet ing had be gun
and the el der said, “Let us pray.”  We had
not been long upon our knees be fore I heard
con sid er able scuf fling and low talk ing. I
raised my head to see what was the mat ter
and there I saw a trustee hold ing the Rev.
Ab sa lom Jones, pull ing him up from his
knees and say ing, “You must get up. You
can not kneel here.” Mr. Jones re plied, “But
sir, wait ‘til prayer is over and we will quit
this place.”  “No,” the trustee said, “You
must get up now.”

With that, he beck oned to other trust ees
and they be gan to pull on oth ers of us.  Now
by this time prayer was over and we all left
the church in a body. They raised a great ex -
cite ment and in quiry among the cit i zens.  I
sup pose some be came ashamed of their
con duct. For a while the new con gre ga tion
that I formed con tin ued to be part of  the
Meth od ist Epis co pal Church, re ceiv ing
preach ers ap pointed by the an nual con fer -
ence. But soon re la tion ships be gan to de te -
ri o rate: lack of sup port, lack of
un der stand ing on the part of White church
lead ers, cou pled by a strong de sire by Af ri -
can Amer i cans to want to con duct their own 
busi ness. And so, this led to the de nom i na -
tion now known as Af ri can Meth od ist Epis -
co pal Church.  

I saw ra cial dis crim i na tion at St George’s
Church as a man i fes ta tion of the de cline of
the fer vor of Amer i can Meth od ism. So I es -
tab lished the AME Church in pro test
against rac ism and to pre serve evan gel i cal -
ism and egal i tar i an ism in Amer i can Meth -
od ism.  I think I in tro duced a broader de bate 
of the na ture of Wes leyan spir i tu al ity, en vi -
sion ing Af ri can Meth od ism as a move ment
that em pha sized a re li gion of warmth that
was more faith ful to Wes ley than White
Amer i can Meth od ist church had be come.

Rac ism Di vided the Meth od ist Fam ily

DR. WIL LIAM MCCLAIN (AME Zion
Church): The cor po rate sin of rac ism di -
vided the early Meth od ist fam ily.  The
ques tion co mes to us now pain fully as it
came of old.  Lord, how long? Lord, how
long? A church that preached prevenient,
jus ti fy ing, sanc ti fy ing grace, and talked the
lib er at ing gos pel of Je sus Christ could not
find in its heart the will and a way to prac tice 
what it preached and taught.

The church of the Wesleys in North
Amer ica could not find that elu sive place
that co mes when rhet o ric and hu man
aware ness are in com pli ance with each
other. And so, many Af ri can- Amer i can
Meth od ists, be gin ning with Rich ard Al len
in Phil a del phia, St. George’s Church in
1787, and con tin u ing with James Varick
and Pe ter Wil liams in New York City at the
John Street Church in 1796, and con tin u ing
with the col ored mem bers of the Meth od ist
Epis co pal Church, South, in New Or leans
in 1866 led by Wil liam Henry Miles and
Rich ard Vanderhorst found it nec es sary for
their own wit ness, their own in teg rity, their
own self es teem, their own self de vel op -
ment to sep a rate them selves from this
church.  It was not the Wes leyan the ol ogy
that they ob jected to for they re tained its es -
sen tial doc trines and ten ets. It was not the
epis co pal pol ity that they re sented. Be cause 
of their af fin ity and ro mance with Meth od -
ism, these Af ri can-Amer i can Meth od ist
bod ies es tab lished, adopt ing with only mi -
nor, mi nor, mi nor mod i fi ca tions the Meth -
od ist Book of Dis ci pline, the twenty-five
Ar ti cles of Re li gion, and the struc ture of the 
mother church. And just like the United
Meth od ists, two of their qua dren nial gen -
eral con fer ences will meet later this year in
2000 as well. It was not the struc ture, it was
not the Wes leyan hymnody that caused
them to go.  In their early and pres ent hym -
nals they printed and in their churches they
sang and con tinue to sing songs of grace and 
sal va tion of the Wesleys and Meth od ism.

It was not that they did not be lieve that the 
church ought to be global. They agreed with 
John Wes ley about the world be ing their
par ish and pro ceeded rather early in the

lives of their churches to es tab lish mis sion
sta tions of their de nom i na tions in Af rica, in
Haiti, the Ba ha mas, the Ca rib bean Is lands,
Guy ana, Eng land, and other parts of the
world.  It was not that they did not be lieve
that the church should be global. These Af -
ri can-Amer i can Meth od ists qui etly re -
belled against the of fen sive ness of
seg re ga tion, rac ism, lack of full
particpation in the life of the church, and the 
de mean ing treat ment that they re ceived at
the hands of other pro fess ing Meth od ists
who were not of their same color.  

 They left be cause of the alarm ing in con -
sis ten cies be tween the teach ings of the
Meth od ist Epis co pal Church and the ex -
pres sion and the prac tice of the faith. The
Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal Church, the
Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal Zion Church,
and the Colored, now called Chris tian since
1954, Meth od ist Epis co pal Church
emerged as the sym bol and the sub stance of
their re bel lion. One of the con tin u ing sym -
bols and sub stance of that re bel lion is the
Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal Zion Church
pro test ing dis crim i na tion at the Lord’s ta ble 
and the lack of co or di na tion and itineration
of the Black min is ters at John Street Meth -
od ist Epis co pal Church in New York City in 
1796. James Varrick, who was to be come
the first bishop of the Af ri can Meth od ist
Epis co pal Zion Church, re quested of 
Bishop Fran cis Asbury, and was granted the 
per mis sion for the Af ri cans who were
mem bers and sub scrib ers of the John Street
Church to con duct wor ship among them -
selves. They re mained as so ci ated with the
Meth od ist Epis co pal body and the John
Street Church.

The ac tual break with the mother church
did not oc cur un til the Fall of 1820 when an
Af ri can con fer ence was or ga nized, still pro -
test ing the con tin ued mis treat ment of Black 
peo ple by the par ent body. In 1822, they
elected James Varrick as bishop when four
con gre ga tions from New York and Penn -
syl va nia and Con nect i cut came to gether to
form a sep a rate body. But the com plete and
to tal break—still hop ing, still wish ing, still
try ing to make the mother church be the
church—the com plete and to tal break did
not oc cur un til af ter the Gen eral Con fer ence 
of 1824 of the Meth od ist Epis co pal Church, 
and thus the AME Zi on ists formed a church
and came into full flower of free dom. And a
free dom church it was, being the first
among all of the Meth od ist bod ies, in clud -
ing the par ent church, to grant to women the
vote and cler i cal or di na tion. The AME Zion 
Church: there’s lit tle won der that it claimed
the al le giance of such lu mi nous lead ers as
So journer Truth and Harriett Tubman and
Fred er ick Douglass, who was li censed as a
lo cal preacher in the AME Zion Church.
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Per haps the most ami a ble sep a ra tion of Af -
ri can Amer i cans from the par ent body of
this Af ri can Amer i can ec cle si as ti cal tril ogy 
was the Colored, now called Chris tian
Meth od ist Epis co pal Church. Re questing
and be ing granted the per mis sion to have
their own church sep a rated from the Meth -
od ist Epis co pal Church, South, at the Gen -
eral Con fer ence of 1866 meet ing in New
Or leans, these south ern Af ri can Meth od ists
es tab lished the CME Church in 1870 in
Jack son, Ten nes see. There in First Meth od -
ist Church, South, of Jack son, Ten nes see,
Bishop Rob ert Payne con se crated the first
two bish ops of the CME Church, Wil liam
Henry Miles and Rich ard H. Vanderhorse,
com plet ing the trio of sep a rated Af ri can
Amer i cans who re tained their al le giance to
Meth od ist the ol ogy, Meth od ist doc trine,
and pol ity; re tained their al le giance, but not
its prac tice of dis crim i na tion, seg re ga tion,
and rac ism. These Af ri can Amer i can Meth -
od ist sep a rate bod ies ex ist to day as re -
minder and sym bol of a cri sis of con science
and the sub stance of a dis united church.

 The ques tion still re mains, Lord, Lord,
how long? Lord, Lord, how long? 

Rac ism Es tab lished 
the Cen tral Ju ris dic tion

BISHOP JAMES S. THOMAS: Two out -
stand ing and deeply mov ing emo tions do I
re mem ber from the year 1939. The first and
quite per sonal one was my col lege grad u a -
tion, a time of great joy. The sec ond was the
es tab lished fact of the Cen tral Ju ris dic tion,
a time of deep and  pro found pain for me. I
was grad u at ing from col lege, a lo cal
preacher, ide al is tic, wish ing more for the
church than the state could pro duce. These
con flict ing emo tions I re mem ber as if it
were yes ter day. I found out later that this
curse was so deeply rooted in Amer i can his -
tory and in church his tory that my deep pain
and joy, mixed as they were, was only a
small part of the story. 

And so, let me share briefly a part of the
wider his tor i cal land scape that brought
about the es tab lish ment of the Cen tral Ju ris -
dic tion. One of the most de ci sive Meth od ist
Gen eral Con fer ences met in New York City 
on May 1, 1844. (Meth od ists have al ways
liked May.) At that time, slav ery had been a
ma jor is sue both in the col o nies since 1619
and in the United States since 1776. With
such a long his tory of this “pe cu liar in sti tu -
tion” of slav ery, it was in ev i ta ble that it had
to be faced by the then Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church. On Sat ur day, May 4, ex actly 156
years ago, a com mit tee on slav ery was
formed in the Meth od ist Epis co pal Church.
There was in tense de bate—is there ever a
Gen eral Con fer ence with out it? The de bate
sur rounded the Rev er end Fran cis Pardin, a

Bal ti more preacher who held slaves and
had made an ap peal to the Gen eral Con fer -
ence that was turned down 117 to 56. The
Gen eral Con fer ence then be came em -
broiled in two is sues: one, the over rid ing is -
sue of slav ery, with which it had had long
his tory; and two, the re lated is sue of the
power of the Gen eral Con fer ence to sus -
pend a min is ter, or as it turned out, a bishop,
for hold ing slaves. It is now a well-known
his tor i cal fact that the Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church di vided over the is sue of race. The
long road to Meth od ist un ion is a study in
ec cle si as ti cal his tory that would be in struc -
tive for us here to night. When the time three
ma jor branches of the Meth od ist Church
united af ter 95 years of sep a ra tion, a ma jor
ques tion was, “What shall we do with the
col ored mem bers?” 

BISHOP JAMES THOMAS: So much
for the his tory of the nine teenth cen tury.
On May 10, 1939, the three churches came
back to gether, Meth od ist Protestant,
Meth od ist Church, South, and the Meth od -
ist Epis co pal Church, North. It was a
long-awaited un ion, and there was great
in ter est and tre men dous joy, as it turned
out, for some, but not for oth ers. There
were many meet ings of the Com mis sion
on Un ion try ing to bring these churches to -
gether in the in terim be tween 1844 and
1939, a pe riod of a cen tury-and-a-half, and
more, and so, in that con fer ence in Cleve -
land, Ohio, where we meet now, in 1919 a
pro posal was adopted. That pro posal
stated briefly that “the col ored mem ber -
ship of the church shall be con sti tuted and
rec og nized as a qua dren nial or re gional
con fer ence.”

It was no sur prise, then, to stu dents of his -
tory, when in 1939, that is pre cisely what
the Gen eral Con fer ence did. The Black
mem ber ship of The Meth od ist Church had
hoped for much more. We had dreams long
be fore all of this be gan. Many of them re -
mem bered the pro phetic wit ness of Fran cis
Asbury and John Wes ley and Thomas Coke
in the early days, and so we were dream ing
that the ma jor ity of the church would lead
the state in climb ing the moun tain that
would over come rac ism. Ma jor price of un -
ion was paid be cause that’s the only ba sis
on which un ion could come—that the
Colored pop u la tion be set apart in a Cen tral
Ju ris dic tion.

This was high drama, not dry his tory.
There were 47 Black del e gates at the
Uniting  Con fer ence in Kan sas City. Not a
sin gle one of them voted for the Cen tral Ju -
ris dic tion. Thirty-six of the mem bers of the
United Con fer ence voted against, and 11
ab stained. Again, the ma jor ity ruled in this
case, as in 1844. As the ma jor ity of the Gen -

eral Con fer ence in its joy over un ion stood
to sing “We’re March ing to Zion,” James P.
Brawley points out that the Black del e gates
re mained seated, and some of them wept.

To night, we meet both with the bur den of
his tory and the light of his tory sur round ing
us. Ob vi ously, much has hap pened since
the Cen tral Ju ris dic tion was abol ished in
1967, but that is why we are here. We’re
here and we con sider it ap pro pri ate to re -
pent over the worst of our past, even as we
em brace and re joice over the best of our
past. We face the re al ity of the fu ture with
hope, and we con sider the his tory we have
had as God’s way of giv ing us a chance to
climb a higher moun tain than we’ve ever
climbed be fore.

(Ap plause, Stand ing Ova tion)

AN THONY AL EX AN DER: When will
the church learn from its mis takes? When
will the church learn from its mis takes?

Let me tell you a story. It’s 1964. Two
friends gather to gether. They’ve been
friends for some time. Went to Boston Uni -
ver sity to gether. Served on the Board of
Mis sions to gether. Were elected bish ops in
the same year. They de cide, “Let’s go to
church.” One bishop serves in the “Ju ris dic -
tion;” you know what I mean. The other
serves in the Boston area. They meet in
Jack son, Mis sis sippi. They go to church.
It’s Sunday morn ing—not just any Sunday
morn ing, it’s Easter Sunday morn ing. So
that they can get a seat know ing how we
love to flock to church on Easter, they ar rive 
twenty min utes be fore the hour of wor -
ship—to be met by guards. It was the
guard’s duty to make sure that no Black or
in ter ra cial com pany came into church. But
it’s Easter, so the bish ops were ap proached
by the guard and told they were not com ing
into that church and that they’d per haps be
hap pier at a Black Meth od ist church. You
see, it was in the pol icy of this church that
no one dif fer ent from the mem ber ship were
com ing in.

Now, there was a prom i nent leader in this
church, and when he saw the bish ops he
rushed out to ask them per haps to leave.
You see, they read a state ment. Let me share 
the state ment with you: “It is not un-Chris -
tian that we pre fer to re main an all-white
con gre ga tion. The prac tice of sep a ra tion of
the races in this church is a time-hon ored
tra di tion. We earnestly hope that the per pet -
u a tion of that tra di tion will never be im -
paired.” This was in the ’60s. Around this
is sue there were al most two dozen peo ple
ar rested The bish ops were spared by the
prom i nent cit i zen who sought them an es -
cape route.
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The bish ops had writ ten two let ters.
One they would read if they were ad mit -
ted, and if not, they would read an other
one. Let me share with you a por tion of the 
one they left: “A Chris tian’s de sire to par -
tic i pate in pub lic wor ship, es pe cially on
Easter, should nei ther oc ca sion sur prise
nor re quire ex pla na tion. This would ap -
pear to be an un de ni able right both from
the stand point of our na tional her i tage and 
com mon Meth od ist prac tice.”

When will the church learn from its mis -
takes? It is now 2000, and the church is
gath ered to gether. Are there guards in our
churches keep ing out those who are dif fer -
ent? Are there guards at your church?

 (Ap plause)

(Mu sic)

(Ap plause)

Rac ism in the Church To day

BISHOP WOODIE WHITE: There is
more than a ker nel of truth in the ad age,
“The more things change, the more things
re main the same.” Change over our his tory
has oc curred, yet in so many ways so much
has re mained the same. How does rac ism
look in our church to day? I’d like you to see. 
But I’d like you to see it from an other per -
spec tive, if you will. At this very mo ment I
am about to per form a mir a cle. And the mir -
a cle is this: at this very mo ment ev ery White 
per son here shall now be come a per son of
color. Ruth, you are now a per son of color,
you are not White any more. Cliff, you’re
not White any more. Bill, you’re not White
any more. Su san, you’re not White any -
more. John, you’re not White any more,
you’ve now be come a per son of color. 

Now what will that mean to you in a
church where rac ism still ex ists? Let’s
see. First, all of you pas tors who came to
this Gen eral Con fer ence White, and now
are per sons of color, most of you no lon -
ger have an ap point ment, for the
churches where you serve and re ceived
you and wel comed you, even though you
have the same gifts, the same grace, the
same tal ent, the same de sire, the same
spir i tual depth, the only thing that has
changed is your hue. And so you don’t
have a church. And I would sus pect that
there are many laypersons who came
White and who have to re turn to their
churches as per sons of color, who will no
lon ger be re ceived with warmth and gra -
cious ness; who will no lon ger be wel -
comed; will no lon ger serve as
chair per son of the Women’s So ci ety;
would no lon ger serve as the chair per son
of our women’s or ga ni za tion or the
men’s or ga ni za tion; or the chair per son of 

the board of trust ees. No lon ger. The only 
thing that is changed is your hue. What
does it mean when a church still holds
rac ism in its life? And I sus pect there are
those who may no lon ger have a place to
live for the house shown to you as a
White pro spec tive home pur chaser may
not be a com mu nity that wel comes you
now. What does it mean in a church
where rac ism ex ists?

I saw an ar ti cle only a few weeks ago. It
was ti tled, “Rac ism and Sex ism Has No Re -
spect for a Per son’s Ac com plish ments.” It
went on to talk about prom i nent Af ri -
can-Amer i cans who, in the ev ery day pur -
suit of life, met rac ism de spite their
ed u ca tion, de spite their wealth,  de spite all
that they had ac com plished. Rac ism has a
way. That’s prob a bly as true in the church.
You ever been in a meet ing as a per son of
color and made a sug ges tion or a mo tion
and no one paid it any at ten tion, but a per son 
of an other color makes the same sug ges -
tion, the same mo tion, it is heard and is re -
ceived? Or, have you ac com plished some
stat ure: bishop, dis trict su per in ten dent,
theo log i cal school pro fes sor only to have
your ac com plish ments min i mized, ig nored, 
while your White coun ter part those ac com -
plish ments cel e brated and rec og nized. Or,
to have your short com ings mag ni fied and
your White coun ter part’s min i mized? Rac -
ism in the church. 

You ask and an swer the ques tion: How
will you now be re ceived in our United
Meth od ist Church, not as a per son whose
skin is white but now a per son of color?
Arch bishop Desmond Tutu’s very pow er -
ful book No Com mu nity With out For give -
ness has said there were two things that
struck him as he moved through out South
Af rica. Looking at apart heid he said two
things re ally struck him. One was the depth 
of in hu man ity that could be per pe trated on
other hu man be ings. He said it was just
dev as tat ing to see the depths of how ut terly 
in hu mane, rac ist, evil we could be. Then he 
said the other thing that struck him was the
heights to which the hu man fam ily could
rise, and how they could tran scend years
and years and years of ac cul tur a tion and
rac ism and big otry and war, how they
could tran scend it and find a new place.
That’s where we stand to day in The United
Meth od ist Church, ca pa ble of de scend ing
to the depths of ut ter in hu man ity to one an -
other, yet ca pa ble of tran scend ing rac ism,
big otry and ha tred. Where shall we go?
Shall we tran scend? Or shall we de scend? 

 (Ap plause)

(Mu sic by Ohio Ec u men i cal Choir)

(Ap plause)

Ex hor ta tion with Call to Con fes sion

BISHOP WIL LIAM R. GROVE: As we
have heard, Rich ard Al len be lieved that rac -
ism in fected the life of the Meth od ist Epis -
co pal Church be cause the church had
de parted from Meth od ist teach ing and
Meth od ist life in the spirit. He be gan a new
church, not only to es cape rac ism, but to re -
cap ture the spirit of Meth od ism. Is it true
that our church can not be both rac ist and au -
then ti cally Meth od ist? Is it true that we can -
not both preach and prac tice scrip tural
ho li ness and treat any per son as less than
that per son re ally is? 

It is quite as tound ing to me that with the
sad his tory that we have re cited and re mem -
bered to night, this church has never of fi -
cially said, “We are sorry.” We have made
ef forts, sin cere ef forts, to ward rem edy and
rec on cil i a tion. In the qua dren nium fol low -
ing the end of the Cen tral Ju ris dic tion, we
had the qua dren nial em pha sis on rec on cil i -
a tion, but we have never said, “We’re
sorry”; sorry for what hap pened at
St.George’s in Phil a del phia, sorry for what
hap pened at John Street in New York, sorry
for what hap pened in the ME Church,
South, af ter the Civil War when for mer
slave mas ters would not wor ship with for -
mer slaves, sorry for the evil de ci sion made
in 1939 to cre ate the Cen tral Ju ris dic tion,
sorry for all the other man i fes ta tions of rac -
ism that have lived like a ma lig nancy in the
bone mar row of this church all through the
years. We have never, as a church, in pub lic
wor ship, asked for the for give ness of God
or of those who have been wounded, both
those who left and those who stayed. It is
high time to say, “We’re sorry.”

And only the Gen eral Con fer ence can do
it. Only the Gen eral Con fer ence speaks for
this church. Re cently, John Paul II asked the 
for give ness of God and of those who have
been wounded by ac tions of the Ro man
Cath o lic Church through the cen tu ries. No -
body said, “How can the pope con fess the
sin? He was n’t there when all those things
hap pened.” Ev ery body knows that only the
Holy Fa ther could rep re sent the Ro man
Cath o lic Church in such an act of in sti tu -
tional pen ance. In re la tion to such an ac tion, 
what the pope is to the Ro man Cath o lic
Church, the Gen eral Con fer ence is to the
United Meth od ist Church. Only the Gen eral 
Con fer ence can do this. 

Those of us who are Eu ro pean-Amer i can
must seek per sonal for give ness be cause we
are all the ben e fi cia ries of White priv i lege,
and no mat ter how hard we try to es cape
rac ism, we are blind-sided by it over and
over and over again. But we, and par tic u -
larly the del e gates, must also con fess for the 
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church. We must say to God and to those
who have been wounded, both those who
left and those who stayed, “We are sorry.
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have
mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.” 

 We must say to ev ery vic tim of our
church’s rac ism, those who left and those
who stayed, “We are truly sorry. We ask for
your for give ness.” We should ex pect a cer -
tain skep ti cism, what one of my fel low
bish ops in the Com mis sion on Pan-Meth -
od ist Un ion called a “her me neu tic of sus pi -
cion.” We should ex pect those whose
for give ness we seek to won der what dif fer -
ence it will make and to watch to see if it re -
ally makes any dif fer ence. They have a
right to ex pect to see the fruits of our re pen -
tance. There can be no cheap grace. This
ser vice must be only the be gin ning. But
there is hope, and it is in our Meth od ist the -
ol ogy and spir i tu al ity. Rich ard Al len was
cor rect: to the de gree that we are au then ti -
cally Meth od ist, to that de gree we are not
rac ist. John Wes ley taught us that we need
not be for ever what we are. We can be set
free not only from the guilt of sin, but from
its power. His brother Charles taught us to
sing, “He breaks the power of can cel led sin.
He sets the pris oner free.” That is Meth od ist 
teach ing. We need both jus ti fy ing grace and 
sanc ti fy ing grace in re gard to our sin of rac -
ism. Gal lo way Church in Jack son, Mis sis -
sippi, is an il lus tra tion of what is pos si ble.
We heard the story of Easter Day in 1964
when two Bishops, one Black and one
White, Bishop Charles Golden and Bishop
James K. Matthews were turned away from
wor ship. Gal lo way Church has been re -
leased from that prison and is to day a
technicolor con gre ga tion, a rain bow fel -
low ship. We give thanks for that and we
pray that what has hap pened at Gal lo way
will be a fore taste for the en tire con nec tion.
We must teach our peo ple, we must teach
our own chil dren this his tory. We will do
that. We will put our op po si tion to rac ism,
we trust be fore this Gen eral Con fer ence has
ended, we will be gin to put our op po si tion
to rac ism in what most rep re sents our in sti -
tu tional iden tity and com mit ment, namely
the Con sti tu tion of our church. This Gen -
eral Con fer ence will have the op por tu nity
to be gin that. But to night it is sim ply time to
say we’re sorry and ask the for give ness of
God and of those who have been wounded,
both those who left and those who stayed.
“If we say we have no sin we de ceive our -
selves and the truth is not in us, but if we
con fess our sins God is faith ful and just and
will for give our sins. Not only will God for -
give our sins, but God will cleanse us from
all un righ teous ness.” 

Hear the read ing from the prophet. The
prophet Joel called upon the whole re li -

gious com mu nity to re pent with these
words: “Put on sack cloth and la ment, you
priests; wail all you min is ters of the al tar.
Come, pass the night in sack cloth you min -
is ters of my God!” Other pro phetic voices
la mented, in Jer e miah, in Lam en ta tions, “O
my poor peo ple, put on sack cloth and roll in
ashes, mak ing most bit ter lam en ta tions.
The el ders of the daugh ters of Zion sit on
the ground in si lence. They have thrown
dust on their heads and put on sack cloths.
The young girls of Je ru sa lem have bowed
their heads to the ground.” Let us be in si -
lence. (si lent prayer)

In just a mo ment mem bers of the Coun cil
of Bishops will move to sta tions on the main 
floor with sack cloth and ashes. Mem bers of
this as sem bly who are down stairs in the au -
di to rium and de sire to par tic i pate—we rec -
og nize that some may not—who de sire to
par tic i pate in the call to re pen tance for the
sin of rac ism, please move to a sta tion
where the bish ops wait to give to you a strip
of sack cloth to pin to your gar ment and
where you will re ceive ashes. Be cause
move ment is dif fi cult in the bal cony area,
bowls of ashes and strips of sack cloth will
be sent down the rows. The sis ter or brother
be side you will give to you the sign of pen -
ance. Ev ery one is in vited to par tic i pate. We
un der stand that this is a White prob lem. We
un der stand that some may not wish to par -
tic i pate be cause they are the vic tims rather
the agents of rac ism. We ask that you re -
ceive the signs of pen ance with out con ver -
sa tion. Af ter wards through the eve ning
when the ser vice is ended you may wish to
seek out oth ers on the floor to make quiet,
per sonal ges tures of peace and rec on cil i a -
tion. As you come to the bishop to re ceive
the sack cloth and ashes, to re ceive the ashes 
ex tend your right arm and ashes will be
placed on your wrist and if you won der why
the wrist, that is where the chains were.  

(Mu sic as peo ple re ceive 
sack cloth and ashes)

(Song)

Com mon Pennance

BISHOP CHARLENE KAMMERER: I
in vite you to find the in sert on the back of
this song “Dust and Ashes,” and as we are
able, let us stand.

Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Let us con fess to gether our sins:
Christ, our me di a tor,

we ac knowl edge the sin of rac ism

within our body

against those who left and

against those who stayed.

We la ment what we have done and

what we have left un done.

We are heart ily sorry and

we hum bly re pent.

We pe ti tion for God’s for give ness,

and sol emnly ask for give ness

from those whom we have wronged.

We ask that, by your grace, the sym -
bols

of judg ment we have em braced in this
ser vice

may be turned into signs of hope,

as we strive to be come a holy and righ -
teous peo ple. 

Ab so lu tion

O God, the au thor of all mercy,
who has rec on ciled the world through
the death and res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ,
and who has sent the Holy Spirit among

us
to af fect the for give ness of sins,
grant us par don and peace
and the cour age to right both our per sonal

sins
and the wrongs of our church.

May Al mighty God have mercy on us,
for give us all our sins, strengthen in all

good ness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eter nal light. Amen. 

(Song)

 Op por tu nity for Response

(Ap plause)

BISHOP ROY I. SANO: We un der stand
that some in the back did not re ceive the em -
blem of the Door of No Re turn and also the
sack cloths. If you could raise your hand or
sig nal, we do have some that are avail able.
We have  ad di tional ones that are avail able
af ter the ser vice. We wanted to make avail -
able time for rep re sen ta tives of our
Pan-Meth od ist part ner ship to re spond and
we will just make the time avail able and
they may do as they wish at this time. So if 
any would like to of fer a re sponse, we
would wel come them. This is Bishop Mc -
Kin ley Young, Af ri can Epis co pal Meth od -
ist Church.
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(Ap plause)

Bishop Mc Kin ley Young Re sponds

BISHOP MC KIN LEY YOUNG: We
hear your dra matic words of con fes sion for
your par tic i pa tion his tor i cally in the in sti tu -
tion of slav ery, your con tem po rary in volve -
ment in the in sti tu tion of seg re ga tion,
Jim-Crowism, rac ism, the per pet u a tion of
white-skin priv i lege. We hear your sol emn
prayers and con fes sions and we’re deeply
moved as we share in prayer and wor ship.
For us, the true mea sure of your au then tic
re pen tance will come when the lights are
down and when the as sem blies are closed
and when you must re turn to South
Carolina, south Geor gia, Cobb County, and
in the Bronx. 

We hope that what has started here will be 
con tin ued in the re spec tive an nual con fer -
ences and in the lo cal con gre ga tions as the
women gather, as the men gather, when the
young peo ple are as sem bled; and that we
will take to heart our real un der stand ing for
our re spon si bil ity and help them to elim i -
nate rac ism in our life time. 

It must not just be words, but there must
be ac tion. The kind and qual ity of
witness—which finds man i fes ta tion in
school boards, bank boards where loans are
made, school dis tricts, in af fir ma tive ac tion, 
the af fir ma tion of af fir ma tive ac tion in ed u -
ca tion, in em ploy ment, and in hous ing. No
lon ger must Black peo ple and other per sons
of color re main in vis i ble even when they
stand in your midst. No lon ger must we look 
like ev ery body else. We all look alike, we
all sound alike, we all talk alike. No, we
ain’t all alike. We are all au then ti cally and
uniquely dif fer ent. No lon ger must per sons
in your own midst be per pet u ally dis -
counted, dis missed or de rided. I can’t speak
for my fa ther, and my grand fa ther and my
grand mothers. I can’t speak for our grand -
par ents. I wish they could hear your con fes -
sions to night. They were called auntie and
aunt and girl and boy and miss. I wish they
could hear your words of sol emn con tri tion
to night.

I be lieve that there is a bal cony in heaven
and that there are clouds of wit nesses who
have been there years to hear, and who pray
that we may have an other op por tu nity to
make it hap pen and to make it right. What
trib utes do we bring which are sym bols of
our con tri tion and re pen tance?  What sym -
bols and trib utes do we of fer to in di cate that
our sor row are not just words, empty and
shal low, sound ing brass and tin kling cym -
bals, but they are sub stan tive in di ca tions of
a rad i cal new dis po si tion from whence we
move and live, love and act. 

No, what starts here we af firm. We hear
you. We say yes. We for give as we move to -
wards rec on cil i a tion. But the steps from this 
place and from this point for ward we must
take to gether cou ra geously, de lib er ately,
in ten tion ally in all the man i fes ta tions of the
places where we live and re side. (Ap plause)
Oh, I hear your words, your el o quence, your 
drama. I’m moved deeply by it, yes. I could
not help but be moved to ward an at ti tude of
for give ness. But I hope that out of this we
re solve…There was a Broad way play
which I like so much, it says, “Don’t speak
the lan guage of love in words and in flow -
ery phrases. Don’t tell me in songs. If you
re ally love me, just show me. If you re ally
love me, just show me. If you re ally love
me, just show me.” (Ap plause) If you re ally
love the peo ple in your own com mu nity,
just show them. If you re ally love me, just
show me. 

Our moth ers and fa thers sang it well: “Is
you got good re li gion? If you ain’t got good
re li gion, you can’t cross there.” 

(Ap plause) 

BISHOP ROY I. SANO: This is Bishop
Clar ence Carr, Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co -
pal Zion Church. (Ap plause) 

Bishop  Clar ence Carr Re sponds

BISHOP CLAR ENCE CARR: Thank
you Bishop Sano. To the Coun cil of
Bishops, to our vis it ing bish ops, our gen eral 
of fi cers, ec u men i cal rep re sen ta tives, del e -
gates, and friends. As I stand be fore you to -
night, it is quite ob vi ous that I stand not
alone. My sis ter and the pres i dent of our
Connectional Lay Coun cil, Sis ter Lula K.
Howard, stands be side me. But as I stand
be fore you to night I want you to know that
there is a “we-ness” in me. I stand with a
host of sons and daugh ters: James Varick,
Chris to pher Rush, James Walker Hood, Al -
ex an der Walters, Wil liam Ja cob Walls,
Har riet Tubman, So journer Truth just to
name a few. 

I stand be fore you as a rep re sen ta tive of
204 years of his tory. Two hun dred and four
years is a long time. It took us a long time to
come to this place. A lot of wounds, a lot of
bruises. And I want you to know to night
that those wounds are deep. I stand to say to
you that we were com pelled into be ing. We
were com pelled into be ing, not be cause of
some doc trinal dif fer ences, not be cause of
proc la ma tion, but be cause of prac tice. Be -
cause of not what you said but what you did. 
No prob lems with sym bol ism but a prob lem 
with sub stance. And I would hope to night,
and my deep de sire is that we would move
from sym bol ism to sub stance. 

The ex er cise in which we are en gaged is a
ver bal ad mis sion of in jury and the de hu -
man iz ing im pact of rac ism in the church.
Let me has ten to add that his tor i cal words
have no vir tue of them selves. No va lid ity
with out his tor i cal deeds. The rit ual of re -
pen tance alone does not lead to the de vel op -
ment of a new at ti tude, of a new so cial
con scious ness. For what you do speaks so
loud I can not hear what you say. The rit ual
tree of re pen tance is bar ren with out fruit
wor thy of re pen tance. The rad i cal act of re -
pen tance leads to re demp tion and re demp -
tion de mands res ti tu tion, rep a ra tion. The
lib er a tion that one seeks in an act of re pen -
tance must be a means that pro vides for a
new sense of free dom, both for the vic tim
and for the vic tim izer. 

My friends, I want you to know that there
are those who ex press skep ti cism in par tic i -
pat ing in an act that might turn out to just be
a cha rade. I pray that we will not just ask
God to bless what we do but that we will do
what God can bless. 

(Ap plause)

This is a start in what I be lieve is the right
di rec tion. This is a de fin ing mo ment in the
life of  the church of John Wes ley. We are of 
the Wes leyan tra di tion and I’m com pelled
in the spirit of him who was and who is and
who is to come, the Nazarene, the great lib -
er a tor, whose name is Je sus—I’m com -
pelled to say I ac cept your act of re pen tance. 
I’m not go ing to be a judge, but I want you
to know that we will be fruit in spec tors.
Thank you. (Ap plause)

BISHOP ROY SANO: Bishop Nathaniel
Lindsey, Chris tian Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church, and Juanita Bryant. 

Juanita Bryant Re sponds

JUANITA BRYANT: To the Coun cil of
Bishops, to the lay and clergy del e gates of
The United Meth od ist Church and to God
who is look ing down on us right now—per -
haps he should have been first—I just want
you to know that I am deeply moved. I re -
ally feel kind of hum ble at this point in time
that I was se lected by my church to rep re -
sent all of them to be here to re ceive your act 
of re pen tance. And as I stand here I think
about the fact that we can talk about and we
have lis tened to and we’ve heard and we’ve
seen that our past has been a bit ter one, that
our past has been a pain ful one. But I also
see some thing else and that is I see hope for
the fu ture. (Ap plause) I am re minded of a
song that I used to sing in high school, “No
man is an is land, no man stands alone, each
man is my brother, each man is my friend.” 
The words may be a lit tle off. But I think of
each one of you as my brother, my sis ter,
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and my friend, and we have to go out each
one of us. It just takes one per son to reach
out to an other per son. And as we reach out
to that per son, that other per son reaches out
to some one else. So it only takes one step at
a time, one per son at a time, one lit tle small
vic tory at a time, and truly our fu ture will be
a bright one. Thank you.

Bishop Nathaniel Lindsey Re sponds

BISHOP NATHANIEL LINDSEY: In
this 21st cen tury I asked my self , “Lord,
Lord, how long? What dif fer ence will it
make? What dif fer ence will it make?” My
mind goes back to 1870 in Jack son, Ten nes -
see, when the Colored Meth od ist Epis co pal
Church was sep a rated from the Meth od ist
Church, South. I’m moved to night, I’m
deeply moved. We ap pre ci ate, very ap pre -
cia tive of this sym bolic act of re pen tance
and for give ness. As we know a sym bol par -
tic i pates in the re al ity which it sym bol izes. I 
see this rit ual to night as an act of su preme
im por tance. Num ber one, it’s a rit ual which
is anti-rac ist and pro-peo ple, and I hope that 
those who par tic i pate in this sym bolic act
will rec og nize this to night. Sec ondly, it is a
rit ual which par tic i pates in a purg ing of
guilt and a sym bol of new be gin nings.
Third, it is a rit ual of whole ness and not
frag men ta tion. It is a rit ual of mem ory and
an over com ing. It is a rit ual of mem ory but
also of de ter mi na tion to ini ti ate jus tice in
the church of our Lord and Sav ior Je sus
Christ. It is my hope that we will be deeply
com mit ted to mak ing this sym bolic act a re -
al ity. I wear this sack cloth as a sym bol
which says we ac cept this re pen tant act and
join in by ac cept ing the act in the spirit of re -
pen tance to God for any feel ings of hate we
have ex pressed as a peo ple to those who ac -
tu ally killed, seg re gated, and/or dis crim i -
nated against us on the ba sis of our skin
color. We for give you. By our en ter ing into
this rit ual of for give ness and re pen tance, we 
will be wait ing to see what will hap pen.
And as we wait we will be work ing with you 
and trust ing that we will be work ing to -
gether to bring an end to all of the rac ism
that we have ex pe ri enced over the many
years. We want to be gin anew, to the glory
of God. Praise be to God Al mighty.

Lev el ing of the Plumb-Line

BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: The rep re -
sen ta tive mem bers of the Gen eral Con fer -
ence of The United Meth od ist Church have
re pented of the sin of rac ism within our
com mu nion and, in good faith, in tend to
make a new be gin ning. The church ear -
nestly de sires the lev el ing of God’s
plumb-line. We yearn for unity in our faith
fam ily. We ear nestly pray that the bib li cal
sym bols of pro phetic judg ment we have ex -

pe ri enced to night will be come signs of
hope.  As the hymn is sung, bas kets of  salt
will be passed so that each par tic i pant in the
ser vice will re mem ber our vow and in tent to 
“pre serve” our unity in Christ. Please stand
as you are able for the sing ing of our unit ing
hymn.

(Con gre ga tion sings 
“Je sus, Lord, We Look to Thee”)

Sending Charge to the As sem bly

BYRD L. BONNER, ESQ.: Where do we
go from here?  “In the snow and cold of win -
ter there is a spring that waits to be, un re -
vealed un til its sea son, some thing God
alone can see.”  One of my ear li est mem o -
ries of child hood on the fringes of the South
is of  a small, tight, lov ing com mu nity.  I
was maybe four or five years old and I was
with a few other kids had been asked to be in 
a show. Well, I’d never been on stage be fore 
but I had seen a few Ed Sullivan shows, and
I felt I knew maybe what to do.  My pre -
school teacher worked with me on the
words to a song, and one of my neigh bors
was play ing the pi ano and worked with me.
We re hearsed and re hearsed, and then the
big night came.  We went to the ju nior high
au di to rium.  Now that may not sound so
great,  but I prom ise you it was the big gest
au di to rium in the world!  It had a bal cony
that wrapped all the way around—at least as 
big as this room. It had lit tle foot lights along 
the edge of the stage. And it had a big red
vel vet cur tain that opened and closed on a
pul ley. It was the big time. I ar rived in my
cos tume, went straight to where I was told
to stand, and then a nice lady came and took
me by the hand and took me to a long ta ble
sur rounded by stools and said, “It’s time for
your makeup, Byrd.”

Well, I re ally had n’t planned on makeup,
but I fig ured if that’s what I have to do to get
to sing in front of all those mil lions of peo -
ple, I guess I could put up with it.  So I went
over there, and she said, “OK.” She sat me
down and I closed my eyes. Then she said,
“There, how is that?”  And I opened my
eyes and my face was painted black.  And I
went to the open ing on the stage where we
were to go in and I walked out on that stage
and there was my neigh bor and my pre -
school teacher and a stage full of peo ple that 
I had known all the four or five years of my
life, all with faces painted black with grease
paint.  I was in a minstrel show.  The sin of
rac ism runs deep and long in the largely
white United Meth od ist tra di tion. It has be -
come so in grained in our church life and our 
hu man life as to be come in sti tu tion al ized
and ra tio nal ized.  I have been asked to chal -
lenge and charge The United Meth od ist
Church.  Well that seems to be on ev ery -

one’s agenda these days.  As a church, as a
peo ple, how do we au then ti cally change so
rad i cally, how do we live in these new ways
that we have just been chal lenged to—to
this type of fruit in spec tion?  Clearly the
first step, it seems to me, is to rise above our
own hu man ity and to search for some thing
that is of God. “From the past will come a
fu ture. What it holds, a mys tery, un re vealed 
un til its sea son, some thing God alone can
see.” Through my ex pe ri ences on the
Pan-Meth od ist Com mis sion this qua dren -
nium, I have learned a whole lot more about
ra cial jus tice than about ecu me nism or any
hope of un ion.  I have chal lenged my self to
live in new ways within my own de nom i na -
tion, to put my self in the place of oth ers in
or der to try to un der stand their pain. I know
I can not fully, but is n’t that the ex am ple of
Je sus? One way that Je sus preached was by
iden ti fy ing with those who were dif fer ent
from him self.  That is a chal lenge for any -
one of us who has and does draw dis tinc -
tions about per sons be cause of the color of
skin.  I do it, I dare say ev ery one in this room 
does it. Try to rise above our hu man ity to
some thing of God.

Geor gia Harkness once wrote in verse
about God’s ag ony over the fee ble ness of
those who are or have been in po si tions of
rel a tive power, in seek ing to know the pain
of those in po si tions of rel a tive pow er less -
ness. She wrote in part in her hymn “The
Ag ony of God,” “I lis ten to the ag ony of
God, I who am fed, I who am warm, I who
am strong. I lis ten to the ag ony of God, but
know full well that not un til I share their bit -
ter cry, earth’s pain and hell, can God within 
my spirit dwell to bring God’s king dom
nigh.”  In the last six months I have had
other White United Meth od ists re fuse to at -
tend meet ings where this ap proach to re -
pen tance for rac ism was to be dis cussed. 
Oth ers have sent an gry let ters to ones who
have spo ken out against ves tiges of rac ism
that re main and of ten pre dom i nate within
our church. We are not a per fect peo ple.
And I have come to see that this call to gen u -
ine re pen tance may place more stress on the
pews of United Meth od ism than all of the
other is sues that this de nom i na tion faces
rolled to gether.

It strikes at the very core of our hu man
con di tion, how we treat one an other in the
name of love.  My chal lenge to you, my sis -
ters and broth ers, is to lis ten to the ag ony of
God when it co mes to ra cial jus tice.  I, who
have in her ited a his tory an cient and re cent,
maybe even as re cent as a leg is la tive com -
mit tee this af ter noon of marginalizing oth -
ers, I could still per pet u ate in jus tices
against broth ers and sis ters within my own
church.  I, who am a White United Meth od -
ist, who have never felt ex cluded from a
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wor ship ping com mu nity be cause of the
color of my  skin, who have never been the
sub ject of that faint yet deaf en ing mur mur
at ju ris dic tional con fer ences af ter the elec -
tion of a bishop of color, that one is enough
be cause of the color of my skin, who have
never had my credit scru ti nized be yond be -
lief be cause of the color of my skin, who
have never known the feel ing of fear and
de spair from see ing a pew, a room, or a cha -
pel named for a for mer Ku Klux Klan state
leader be cause of the color of my skin, who
have never been stalked by an un der cover
agent in a store be cause of the color of my
skin, who have not had the in sti tu tions of
my her i tage, camps, schools, even churches 
de mol ished and for got ten be cause of the
color of my skin, who do not know the frus -
tra tion of hit ting a glass ceil ing in my job or
in my ap point ment be cause of the color of
my skin.  But I know full well, that not un til
I share, not just here, “but share that bit ter
cry, earth’s pain and hell, can God within
my spirit dwell to bring God’s king dom
nigh.”

That is the road to an au then tic, gen u ine
re pen tance and rec on cil i a tion. Through
the mir a cle of Easter, we are given the
hope of be ing able to die to the sin of rac -
ism, all of us, and to rise again into new
lights of love and rec on cil i a tion.

Thanks be to God that min strel shows are
no more. Now we are left with more care -
fully veiled and hid den forms of pa tron iz -
ing, marginalizing, and dis en fran chis ing,
yes, even some times, even es pe cially in our
own United Meth od ist Church.  I have been
told more times than I can count, by other
White United Meth od ists, that I am too sen -
si tive for my own good; by fam ily, by
friends, by con fer ence lead ers, by pas tors,
by lo cal church mem bers; too sen si tive for
my own good.  But I am here to tell you to -
night my sis ters and broth ers, that there is a
good far greater than my own good.  (Ap -
plause) And I think that we can join in that
to gether that in Je sus Christ, there is a good
far greater than my own good.

“In our death a res ur rec tion, at the last, a
vic tory, un re vealed un til its sea son, some -
thing God alone can see.” When it co mes to
ra cial jus tice, the sea son of which Natalie
Sweet has so pow er fully spo ken is now.
Amen.

Bene dic tion

BRUCE W. ROB BINS: 
Friends in Christ, let us be sent from this 
place with con vic tion in our hearts to

move from sym bol ism to sub stance, to put 
our words into ac tion—united to gether as

one Meth od ist faith fam ily.
In the quest for unity

we stand to gether

righted by a plumb-line

cleansed by ashes,

sup ported by the saints.

As sis ters and broth ers in Christ

we are washed in a font,

nour ished at a com mon ta ble,

held to gether by song and story.

We go forth as one church,

the body of Christ,

the peo ple called Meth od ists,

salted and ready for mis sion.

Sending Forth

BISHOP ROY SANO: Bishop Thomas
re minded us in 1919 was the first idea sug -
gested to set aside a sep a rate re gional ra cial
body in the Meth od ist fam ily; and in 1939,
it be came fact. That hap pened here in
Cleve land to night, the year 2000. We have
made re pen tance and we have re solved to
right the wrongs. At the Gen eral Con fer -
ence of 2020, where will we be? May God
help us move ahead and erad i cate the di vi -
sions that sep a rate us that the body of Christ
may re flect his vi sion, and that we to gether
with the work of the Com mis sion on Un ion
now in co op er a tion join, and with some
mea sure of this kind of spir i tu al ity, see a
new day come at Gen eral Con fer ence 2020. 

The grace of the Lord Je sus Christ,
the love of God,
and the com mu nion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you, now and for ever.

Go in peace.
Al le luia!

(Song)

Fri day Morn ing
May 5, 2000

BISHOP BRUCE BLAKE: The con fer -
ence will be in or der. We will look for ward
to the con cert at noon, shared by our choirs
and we ex press our ap pre ci a tion to them for
their lead er ship and wor ship.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP BRUCE P. BLAKE: Thank you
so much. We will turn now to the chair per -
son of the cal en dar and agenda com mit tee
for an en abling mo tion for this morn ing’s
ses sion.

MARY AL ICE MASSEY: Bishop White
and del e gates, your agenda is found this
morn ing on the front page of the DCA. Af ter 
the pass ing of the gavel there will be a mat -
ter re lat ing to last night’s ser vice that will
take a min ute or two. Then we’ll move on
through the nom i na tions: Ju di cial Coun cil
and Uni ver sity Senate. Then we will have
the Connectional Pro cess Team re port. Fol -
low ing that re port there will be no fur ther
busi ness this morn ing. And now I be lieve
our chair man of the cal en dar items has a
word. I move the adop tion of to day’s
agenda.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, it is moved;  the
adop tion of to day’s agenda.  We’ll use elec -
tronic vot ing. If you would ap prove the
agenda—vote yes, num ber 1; no, num ber
two—when the light co mes on. It is ap -
proved. (vote 690-13)

Now we will turn to some very im por tant
in for ma tion that ev ery del e gate should
be—needs to be in structed about as we con -
tinue our leg is la tive work. 

FITZ GER ALD REIST (Co or di na tor of
the Cal en dar): Good morn ing.

BISHOP BLAKE: Please iden tify your -
self.

Con sent Cal en dar Ex plained

FITZ GER ALD REIST:  Please turn in
your Daily Chris tian Ad vo cate for to day,
Fri day, May 5, 2000, vol. 4, no. 4 to pg.
1834.  The first Con sent Cal en dar be gins
there. Items on the Con sent Cal en dar are
not de bated but are acted upon as a group in
sub sec tions.

The Con sent Cal en dar is di vided into
three sub sec tions. Con sent Cal en dar A01
be gins on pg. 1834 with Cal en dar Item One. 
The leg is la tive com mit tees which acted
upon these items are rec om mend ing con -
cur rence or agree ment with pro posed
changes in the Dis ci pline . Five or fewer
neg a tive votes were re corded in com mit tee
ac tion on these items. Con sent Cal en dar
B01 be gins on pg. 1838 with Cal en dar Item
48. The leg is la tive com mit tees which acted
upon these items are rec om mend ing con -
cur rence or agree ment with pro posed
non-dis ci plin ary ac tions. Five or fewer neg -
a tive votes were re corded in com mit tee ac -
tion on these items. Con sent Cal en dar Items 
C01 be gin on page. 1841 with Cal en dar
Item 83. The leg is la tive com mit tees which
acted upon these items are rec om mend ing
non-con cur rence or dis agree ment with pro -
posed ac tions. Five or fewer neg a tive votes
were re corded in com mit tee ac tion on these
items.

Cal en dar items not on the Con sent Cal en -
dar be gin on pg. 1846 with Cal en dar Item
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142 and must be con sid ered in di vid u ally by
the Gen eral Con fer ence as a whole. 

Items may be re moved from the Con sent
Cal en dar with the sig na tures and printed
names of five del e gates on the form pro -
vided in the sec re tary’s of fice, Room 204,
and re turned to that room no later than 3
p.m. of the day in which the item first ap -
pears in the DCA. That means for that the
items that are in to day’s DCA , in the Con -
sent Cal en dar, this form must be com pleted
and re turned to the sec re tary’s of fice by 
three o’clock to day.  Which means you
need to pay at ten tion to the Con sent Cal en -
dars when you re ceive them. If you have
dif fi culty with your hand writ ing, let me ask
you to have some one else print your name.
We must be able to ver ify that the names re -
ceived are del e gates of the Gen eral Con fer -
ence.

 I want to of fer a word of con grat u la tions
to you.  You will no tice that there are 175
Cal en dar Items in to day’s DCA. That’s the
high est num ber on the first day of Con sent
Cal en dar pub li ca tion since 1984. Tre men -
dous work. 

(Ap plause)

An other word. We ex pect all the pe ti -
tions—the last pe ti tions—will be dis trib -
uted to leg is la tive com mit tees this
af ter noon.  Let me say that the Con sent Cal -
en dars will be pre sented for ac tion to mor -
row morn ing.  Thank you.

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you for that in -
for ma tion. We will now turn to the Af rica
Uni ver sity re port; and I would turn to James 
Salley, as a del e gate of the con fer ence, to
make an en abling mo tion.

JAMES H. SALLEY: (Lay del e gate,
South Carolina Con fer ence): Bishop, I
move to sus pend the rules to al low for dis -
tri bu tion of ma te rial re lated to the re port at
the con clu sion of the Af rica Uni ver sity re -
port. 

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there a sec ond?
Been moved and sec onded to sus pend the
rules to al low dis tri bu tion of ma te rial re -
lated to this re port at the end of the re port.
Please vote when the light co mes on. (Vote
796-26)

It is so or dered. To lead us through the Af -
rica Uni ver sity re port we turn to Bishop
Emilio de Carvalho of An gola, who has
been in volved with and a leader in Af rica
Uni ver sity since its in cep tion. Bishop de
Carvalho.

(Ap plause)

Af rica Uni ver sity Report

BISHOP EMILIO J.M. DE
CARVALHO: Thank you. Bishop Blake,

del e gates to the Gen eral Con fer ence 2000,
sis ters and broth ers.  Af rica Uni ver sity co -
mes to you fol low ing four years of in tense
ac tiv i ties aimed at ed u cat ing the new lead -
er ship of Af rica and ad vanc ing the ed u ca -
tional goals of the peo ples of Af rica. This
prog ress re port for 1989-1999, ten years of
ac tiv i ties, is on your ta bles since the first
day of this Gen eral Con fer ence. 

Af rica Uni ver sity, the lat est ed u ca tional
and ex cit ing en deavor of The United Meth -
od ist Church, is ac com plish ing its role.
Please hold this pre sen ta tion and con tinue
to sup port Af rica Uni ver sity. I am glad to
in tro duce to you Dr. Roger Ireson, the Gen -
eral Sec re tary of the Gen eral Board of
Higher Ed u ca tion and Min is try.  

(Ap plause)

ROGER W. IRESON: Bishop Blake,
mem bers of the Gen eral Con fer ence, and
friends of Af rica Uni ver sity. We are
pleased to bring you this up date on what is
per haps one of the most sig nif i cant pro jects
of The United Meth od ist Church in the
twen ti eth cen tury and now the twenty-first
cen tury. You will re mem ber when this great 
leg is la tion was passed in 1988, we be gan,
af ter ne go ti a tions with the gov ern ment in
1992, with an empty field. And we now
have a world-class uni ver sity and cam pus
with 871 stu dents study ing in five fac ul ties
from eigh teen Af ri can coun tries—43 per -
cent of which are fe male, and 57 per cent,
male. 

(Ap plause)

We have fac ulty from twelve coun tries,
most of them Af rica. The dream of bring ing
to gether peo ple from many coun tries, many 
tribes, and many tra di tions to live and work
and study to gether for the fu ture of Af rica is
be ing re al ized. And we now move to the
sixth fac ulty. Ev ery Gen eral Con fer ence
since 1988 has asked us to be sure that we
will build the fac ulty of med i cal or health
sci ences. 

Yes, it is true we have some po lit i cal un -
rest in Zim ba bwe of which you are all aware 
and about which we have given you the
most up dated re port. But the most press ing
prob lem is 72 per cent in fla tion and 50 per -
cent un em ploy ment, an ex change rate ar ti -
fi cially de pressed at 38 to 1, so that we have
soar ing costs, which we had not an tic i pated
as we be gan to put to gether the mas sive plan 
for Af rica Uni ver sity. And that is why we
are com ing be fore you this time to ask for
more than we have asked for be fore be cause 
of the press ing need. We said in 1988, when
it came time for the fac ulty of med i cal sci -
ences or health sci ences, that is a more ex -

pen sive fac ulty and it would take more in -
vest ment of our funds. The time is now. 

We have com pleted a study un der the
lead er ship of Dr. James Holsinger from
Ken tucky and Dr. Paul Van Buren, and this
study has sur veyed over eight Af ri can
coun tries and their health needs. We have
worked with the West China School of
Med i cal Sci ences, which would like to re -
turn af ter the cul tural rev o lu tion to The
United Meth od ist Church, and they have
sur veyed many of the extant pro grams in
Af rica for cur ric u lum ad vice. We are now
ready to put in place, in 2001, a fac ulty of
med i cal sci ences that will in deed train
health pro fes sion als, so that many vil lages
that now have no med i cal per son nel will
have at least a highly trained nurse or spe -
cial ist for med i cal con sul ta tion, and ul ti -
mately move on to the MD de gree. But the
press ing need right now in our study, which
you have be fore you, is to put health pro fes -
sion als through out Af rica in the vil lages. 

We are also ready to re al ize what we
dreamed of in 1988: an in te grated pan-Af ri -
can ed u ca tional sys tem in which we will
have the main Af ri can Uni ver sity cam pus
in Zim ba bwe, but also a sat el lite cam pus in
West Af rica, in Li be ria—and you have the
agree ment be fore you that we signed two
weeks ago—a sat el lite cam pus in the
Congo, one in An gola, ul ti mately, and one
in Mo zam bique. And in this way there will
be ac ces si bil ity to stu dents from all over Af -
rica to ex pe ri ence an in te grated United
Meth od ist value-cen tered ed u ca tional ex -
pe ri ence of qual ity.

(Ap plause)

We also have a grant made through
USAID, which will be matched by your ac -
tion to day, to put in place some thing we
have now stud ied for six years, work ing
with the Ne braska Ed u ca tional Tele vi sion
Net work, namely, a sat el lite tech nol ogy
sys tem that will link the cam puses of Af rica
Uni ver sity in in ter ac tive learn ing through
tele vi sion and me dia, and will link them to
Amer i can Uni ver sity in Wash ing ton, D.C.,
to Aoyama Gakvin Uni ver sity in Tokyo,
and to Universidade de Frtaleza in Brazil.
We will there fore be bring ing to gether
Meth od ist stu dents from all over the world
to in ter act to gether as we cre ate a new gen -
er a tion of Chris tian lead ers. 

All of this has hap pened be cause of your
com mit ment. We need $20 mil lion. We
asked in 1988 for $20 mil lion dol lars. Now
we re ally need this to put these stages in
place, to in sure high qual ity value-cen tered
ed u ca tion for the con ti nent of Af rica and
draw ing to gether these other cam puses that
now ex ist into one uni fied sys tem for the fu -
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ture of the next gen er a tion. Our en dow ment
fund is at $18,700,000; it needs to be at
$50,000,000 when this pro ject is com pleted 
so that they may con tinue.

Finally, let me con clude by re mind ing
you of what I thought of as a very poi gnant
il lus tra tion. When we walked through the
empty fields, which is now Af rica Uni ver -
sity, and we saw some lit tle huts that were
liv ing units, we—you re mem ber we en -
coun tered a young girl, aged about eight or
nine. We told her some thing that seemed
im pos si ble to her, that there would be a uni -
ver sity right here by her home; and we
asked her what she thought of that. And she
said, “I want to study there. I want to be a
doc tor be cause I want to fix hearts.” Per -
haps she ex pressed the mis sion of Af rica
Uni ver sity better than any of us. We’re
about trans form ing lives, in form ing and ed -
u cat ing minds, so that we may heal the
hearts of Af rica and the world. Thank you. 

(Ap plause)

BISHOP DE CARVALHO: Thank you,
Dr. Roger Ireson. Pro fes sor Murapa, the
vice-chan cel lor of Af rica Uni ver sity, is also 
with us. I call upon you at this mo ment.

(Ap plause)

PRO FES SOR MURAPA: Thank you,
bishop. Let me first be gin by ac knowl edg -
ing the pres ence of some of our board mem -
bers. You have met Bishop de Carvalho,
who is the chan cel lor and chair man of the
board. Pres ent with us is the vice-chair man
of the board, Bishop Fel ton May, and
Bishop Jokomo, as well as the chair man of
the De vel op ment Com mit tee, Bishop
Norris. Bishop and del e gates, I bring you
greet ings in the name of our Lord and Sav -
ior Je sus Christ, from Af rica Uni ver sity’s
stu dents, staff, and fac ulty. To day I come to
you first to thank you for your gifts, your
prayers, and in deed, your faith. You have
en abled Af rica Uni ver sity to be where it is
to day. 

In just a few min utes, you will see and
hear the hope of Af rica, its young peo ple.
The prom ise and the vi tal ity ev i dent in the
me lo di ous voices of these young Angolans,
Con go lese, Ghanaians, Mozambiqueians,
Si erra Leonians, Zimbabweans—who
make the Af rica Uni ver sity Cham ber Choir, 
those voices em body the hope of Af rica.
For we, who are many, are one body. These
young peo ple and the more than two hun -
dred oth ers who have al ready grad u ated and 
gone home to their var i ous coun tries are
your in vest ment in Af rica’s fu ture. It is a
great in vest ment.

I’m aware that dur ing the last few weeks
many of you have had anx i eties, and per -

haps rightly so; anxieties re gard ing the fu -
ture of Af rica Uni ver sity in view of the re -
cent po lit i cal de vel op ments in Zim ba bwe.
There may even be some who would want
the church to dis en gage from Af rica Uni -
ver sity and from Zim ba bwe al to gether.
They ask, “How safe is our in vest ment?
Why should we con tinue to in vest in Af rica
Uni ver sity?” My an swer is sim ple: We are
the Church, and we can not re treat from do -
ing what is good and right sim ply be cause it
is safer to do so. 

I be lieve that we are all agreed that the
cur rent cri sis in Zim ba bwe stems from an
his tor i cal in jus tice re gard ing in equal i ties in
the own er ship and dis tri bu tion of land.
Opin ions dif fer on how best to ad dress this
in jus tice in a man ner that brings about du ra -
ble eq uity and peace, thereby cre at ing an
en vi ron ment con du cive to sus tain able de -
vel op ment for all. This, in deed, is the chal -
lenge and the rea son for be ing  de raison
d’etre for the ex is tence of Af rica Uni ver -
sity. 

No, we can not re treat. If any thing, we
must re dou ble our re solve and ef forts to de -
velop the in tel lec tual and moral foun da -
tions for en light ened lead er ship, which will
cope with such cri ses in a peace ful and just
man ner any where on the Af ri can con ti nent.
As the only United Meth od ist church-re -
lated pri vate and pan-Af ri can in sti tu tion of
higher learn ing, Af rica Uni ver sity has
placed the is sue of lead er ship at the heart of
its mis sion. Af rica needs lead ers; it needs
lead ers who shun cor rupt prac tices and seek 
to pro vide hon est ser vice, lead ers who op er -
ate in a trans par ent way, who are tol er ant to
op pos ing views and who are ac count able to
their con stit u ents.

RUDAKO MARAGO: Through Af rica
Uni ver sity, you are part of the de vel op ment
of that new lead er ship on the Af ri can con ti -
nent. So let me as sure you un equiv o cally
that your in vest ment is safe. Af rica Uni ver -
sity is a vi a ble, ex cit ing pro ject and through
its prod ucts, it is al ready hav ing a pro found
and pos i tive im pact on com mu ni ties across
the con ti nent. Let us, to gether, look for ward 
to the fu ture with con fi dence. We at Af rica
Uni ver sity are not de terred; in deed, we are
em bark ing on even more chal leng ing de -
vel op ments.

I now turn to you to make an ur gent ap -
peal. Dr. Ireson has al ready made it. The ap -
peal for strength en ing the life line of Af rica
Uni ver sity. As you may be aware, from
1988 to this year, 2000, the church ap por -
tion ment to sup port Af rica Uni ver sity has
re mained static at $10,000,000 per qua -
dren nium. In spite of this, Af rica Uni ver sity 
has as tutely man aged these lim ited re -
sources in or der to meet its bud get ary re -

quire ments. This, you will agree, has not
been easy. Given the ever-grow ing na ture
of the in sti tu tion, in terms of stu dent num -
bers, ac a demic pro grams, in fra struc ture,
com mu nity-ori ented ac tiv i ties, etc., etc. As
your vice-chan cel lor, I find my self in a
most dif fi cult po si tion—lit er ally be tween
the rock and a hard place. I find my self in an
un en vi able po si tion of hav ing to use the
same level of fund ing we got in 1992 to bal -
ance the bud get of the year 2000. Clearly,
we have now reached a point where the
seams can no lon ger hold. We des per ately
need a fur ther sub stan tial in fu sion of fi nan -
cial re sources to meet the chal lenges ahead.
Hence, this SOS. 

It is for these rea sons that we are com ing
to you with the re quest for the church ap por -
tion ment sup port of twenty mil lion dol lars
for the com ing qua dren nium. I know the
church re mains com mit ted, and there fore, I
wish to call on it to re dou ble its sup port in
ad vanc ing this no ble cause—God’s cause. I 
thank you.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP EMILIO DE CARVALHO:
Thank you, Pro fes sor Marago. I call upon
Dr. James Salley, the as sis tant vice chan cel -
lor for de vel op ment of Af rica Uni ver sity,
whom I want to re quest to carry on this pro -
gram un til the end.

(Ap plause)

JAMES H. SALLEY: Bishop Blake and
mem bers of the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence,
we greet you in the name of our Lord and
Sav ior Je sus Christ, the One who is able to
keep us from fall ing. We thank you for your
sup port of Af rica Uni ver sity and call your
at ten tion to p. 12 of the Af rica Uni ver sity
prog ress re port that you re ceived ear lier this 
week, in 1989 to ‘99.

There’s a sen tence there, on p.12, that
reads: “The first three-story res i dence hall
is spon sored by the North and South In di ana 
an nual con fer ences.” In fact, the North In -
di ana con fer ence pro vided a gen er ous gift
to build and ded i cate two three-story dor mi -
to ries. The South In di ana con fer ence— 

(Ap plause)

—the South In di ana con fer ence is cur -
rently pro vid ing the sup port in the cur rent
con struc tion of two three-story dor mi to ries. 
Thanks to both an nual con fer ences un der
the lead er ship of Bishop Woodie White.
And we re gret the er ror. 

It’s good for us to be here in the East Ohio
An nual Con fer ence. This an nual con fer -
ence has been very gen er ous to Af rica Uni -
ver sity. They built two dor mi to ries where
these stu dents cur rently re side. They’ve
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also pro v ided fund ing for schol ar ships for
stu dents. In fact, the lat est en dowed schol -
ar ship at Af rica Uni ver sity has been en -
dowed by the Cleve land Dis trict of the East
Ohio An nual Con fer ence.

(Ap plause)

Thanks to Dr. Jul ius Trimble and the peo -
ple of the Cleve land dis trict of the East Ohio 
An nual Con fer ence for go ing over the top.
Thanks to Bishop Edwin Bolton for start ing
the race, and to Bishop Jon a than Kea ton for
tak ing the ba ton and fin ish ing the race. We
only re gret that Bishop Bolton is not here to
see these stu dents and see this Af rica Uni -
ver sity re port in this Gen eral Con fer ence. 

The Af rica Uni ver sity cham ber choir
con sists of twenty per sons and the di rec tor.
Pro fes sor Marago has al ready told you
about their di ver sity, but you need to know
that they speak many lan guages. In fact,
some of them will as sist this Gen eral Con -
fer ence this af ter noon and to mor row in the
in ter pre ta tion of Swa hili, Por tu guese, and
French lan guages.

(Ap plause)

Af ter—af ter their ap pear ance at this Gen -
eral Con fer ence they will do con certs in the
De troit, Mich i gan, area, the New York area, 
and then con duct a tour in the South eastern
Ju ris dic tion that will end on 19 June. This is
the cham ber choir’s third ju ris dic tional
tour. 

Mem bers of the Gen eral Con fer ence,
let’s make a joy ful noise with Dr. Pat rick
Matsicanary and the Af rica Uni ver sity
Cham ber Choir.

 (Ap plause)

DR. PAT RICK MATSICANARY: A mi
ma le le, a song from Diaresi. It’s a Lingala
song and it sim ply means “God is good. My
heart needs his pres ence.”

(Song/(Ap plause)

JAMES SALLEY: You have heard from
stu dents of Af rica Uni ver sity. Now please
hear from two grad u ates of Af rica Uni ver -
sity. Miss Sophia Chiremba, Zim ba bwe, a
grad u ate of the Fac ulty of Ag ri cul ture and
Nat u ral Re sources. Mr. Rich ard Fotsin, a
grad u ate of the Fac ulty of Man age ment and
Ad min is tra tion. He re ceived an MBA from
Af rica Uni ver sity. He hails from the Cam -
er oon.

(Ap plause)

Stu dents Praise Af rica University

SOHPIA CHIREMBA: I bring you greet -
ings from the Af rica Uni ver sity Alum ni and 
Friends As so ci a tion. I’d also like to men -

tion that apart from grad u at ing from the
Fac ulty of Ag ri cul ture and Nat u ral Re -
sources, I also grad u ated from the Cham ber
Choir of Af rica Uni ver sity, in 1997.

(Ap plause)

Pres ently, I am pur su ing a mas ters de gree
at Purdue Uni ver sity, West La fay ette, In di -
ana.

(Ap plause)

When I was ad mit ted to Af rica Uni ver sity 
in 1994, it was one of only two uni ver si ties,
and the first pri vate Chris tian-re lated uni -
ver sity in Zim ba bwe. My mother be lieved
that Af rica Uni ver sity would make a dif fer -
ence in my life, and in deed, it has.

I re ceived a four-year ed u ca tion at Af rica
Uni ver sity with sup port from friends who
be lieved in Af rica Uni ver sity and its ben e fi -
cia ries, like my self. I be lieve that my Af rica
Uni ver sity ex pe ri ence was a win dow of op -
por tu nity for fur ther ed u ca tion and reach ing 
heights which would have oth er wise not
been pos si ble. At Af rica Uni ver sity I dis -
cov ered and ex pe ri enced the rich di ver sity
of the Af ri can con ti nent. I learned to en joy
sim i lar i ties and dif fer ences and cel e brate
cul tural di ver sity with fel low stu dents and
staff from all cor ners of Af rica. Af rica Uni -
ver sity equipped me with a deeper un der -
stand ing of my role to serve my com mu nity, 
my na tion, and my neigh bors. I be lieve and
know that the pres ence of Af rica Uni ver sity
to day, and its grad u ates, is be ing felt to day
and will most cer tainly be felt for many gen -
er a tions to come. I be lieve that Af rica Uni -
ver sity is an epi cen ter of in te rior so lu tions
to the con ti nent’s well-be ing. Af rica needs
us grad u ates to day. It needs more grad u ates
to mor row. Af rica needs Af rica Uni ver sity
to day and to mor row.

I re call a ser mon by the for mer vice-chan -
cel lor, Dr. Carrera, in which he played a
well-known song by an Amer i can art ist, “I
Be lieve I Can Fly.” His mes sage now
dawns on me, years later, that it is not what
we be lieve, but what be lief makes out of it.
To be come mem bers of the Af rica Uni ver -
sity Hon or ary Alum ni As so ci a tion or to
sup port Af rica Uni ver sity in any way is to
make an im mea sur able and per pet u ally re -
ward ing in vest ment into ed u cat ing Af rica
and nur tur ing the in sti tu tion to its full po -
ten tial for fu ture gen er a tions. With just the
right amount of sup port or wind be neath its
wings, I be lieve Af rica Uni ver sity and its
grad u ates—and Af rica—can fly.

On be half of Af rica Uni ver sity alumni,
pres ent stu dents, and friends, and in the un -
dy ing spirit of Af rica Uni ver sity, I thank
you all.

(Ap plause)

RICH ARD FOTSIN: Good morn ing. My
greet ings to the Gen eral Con fer ence. I am
de lighted to be here to share with you the
good news about Af rica Uni ver sity. As an
MBA five-year stu dent, along with the fac -
ulty mem bers and my peers, we trav eled the 
road that had never been trav eled be fore.
Com ing from Cam er oon, which is in the
west side of Af rica, I found it in ter est ing to
have an ex cep tional di ver sity make-up
there at Af rica Uni ver sity. This was an
added ben e fit, be cause not only did I came
to know peo ple of other cul tures, un der -
stand them, love them, but I also gained a
qual ity ed u ca tion with out hav ing to travel
out of the con ti nent.

Many have called Af rica Uni ver sity a
unique in sti tu tion. And I want to add that Af -
rica Uni ver sity also pro duces unique ness in
both its grad u ates and many who come into
con tact with it in one way or an other. That
in sti tu tion in vites you in a man ner that forces 
you to go back and con tinue to be part of the
dream team, no mat ter where you are. I am
one of those who were touched by this
unique spirit. Yes, I came out of Af rica Uni -
ver sity not only with an ac a demic de gree,
but also with an at ti tude of ser vice that chal -
lenges me to keep have the dream alive for
many more gen er a tions to come. Just re -
cently we formed the Af rica Uni ver sity
Alum ni and Friends As so ci a tion to pro mote
sup port for the in sti tu tion. We are made up
of alumni and friends in Af rica, as well as the 
U.S. Each mem ber has pledged a dol lar a
month based on his or her abil ity, and this as -
so ci a tion is un com mon in that it is rare for a
Uni ver sity in Af rica to form strong alumni
as so ci a tions that will pro vide fi nan cial sup -
port to their alma maters. The fact that such a
young school has eas ily been able to en list
the sup port to alumni on both sides of the At -
lan tic is a tes ti mony to our com mit ment,
pride, and love for Af rica Uni ver sity.

The good work has to con tinue. We know
there are many of you who have been or are
supporting Af rica Uni ver sity with your
gifts al ready. For this we are grate ful. The
task that was started in April 1991 is far to
be com pleted, and we know it has to be
com pleted.

I am ap peal ing to the Gen eral Con fer ence
to con tinue its sup port for Af rica Uni ver sity 
by dou bling its $10 mil lion fund. Help us
fin ish what we have started. We have
dreamed a dream. It might not be easy, but it 
is in deed ful fill ing. And as writ ten in the
Book of Romans, “If God is for us, who can
be against us?”

Thank you, and God bless you all.

(Ap plause)
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BISHOP EMILIO DE CARVALHO:
Bishop Blake, del e gates of Gen eral Con fer -
ence 2000, here ends our re port. Thank you
for your pa tience, thanks for prayers, and your 
sup port also. Thank you.

(Ap plause)

On the plat form be fore, be sides the per -
sons who were in tro duced, we have Bishop
Wil liam Oden, the pres i dent of the Gen eral
Board of Higher Ed u ca tion and Min is try,
and we have Dr. Ken Yamada, as so ci ate
gen eral sec re tary for the Di vi sion of Higher
Ed u ca tion. Thank you very much.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you so much.

(Song—Af rica Uni ver sity Choir)

(Ap plause)

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you for your
hos pi tal ity and thank you for a won der ful
pre sen ta tion. We need to have a vote to re -
ceive this re port as an of fi cial part of the re -
cord of Gen eral Con fer ence. One for yes,
two for no. Vote when the light is on.
(Voting takes place) And of course it’s re -
ceived. Thank you. The vote is 783 to 6.

(Ap plause)

BISHOP BLAKE: Now friends, you
voted the cal en dar for the morn ing. The
agenda for the morn ing, you can read as I
am read ing that we are be hind our sched ule. 
And we’ll sim ply con tinue, move with dis -
patch through the agenda as printed. And
we now turn to Bishop Rob ert Mor gan, who 
will be re spon si ble for an event that oc curs
ev ery year within the Coun cil of Bishops.
But when the Gen eral Con fer ence meets,
the pass ing of the gavel oc curs from one
pres i dent to the other. Bishop Rob ert Mor -
gan.

Coun cil of Bishops 
Pass ing of the Gavel

BISHOP ROB ERT C. MOR GAN:
Thank you Bishop Blake. This will be a
brief pass ing of the gavel. Just one brief
story to put it in per spec tive. I re mem ber
the late Bishop Roy Short say ing to our
class of 1984 that you need to put be ing a
bishop in per spec tive. And he told this
story.  He said as a young bishop in the
Holston Con fer ence he went up to south -
west Vir ginia, to a church, for a ded i ca tion

or some thing. And said an old gen tle man,
maybe ninety years of age, came up to him
and said, “So you’re a bishop.” Bishop
Short said, “Yes.”  He said, “I never have
seen a bishop be fore.”  He said, “In fact,
you’re the first bishop that’s been to this
church in my life time.”  He said, “Now my
grandpappy re mem bers a bishop com ing
one time. He said his name was Asbury.
Fran ces Asbury.” And Bishop Short said
that put it in per spec tive for him ‘cause the
of fice is not the per son who holds that of -
fice al ways. But we have a re spon si bil ity
in this Coun cil of Bishops for cor po rate
epis co pacy. We all have pres i den tial and
res i den tial re spon si bil i ties but it’s so vi tal. 

We have a long line of splen dor that starts
with Asbury. As United Meth od ists it be gan 
in ‘68. As I sit, as I have sat, dur ing this year, 
look ing at this par tic u lar part of the gavel,
the base, I have re viewed the names and I’m 
not go ing to read them all. But it be gan with
Gene Frank. Some of the great heroes of the
church, John Wes ley Lord, Paul Hardin,
Ken neth Goodson, and on and on I could
read; Emilio de Carvalho, who was just
here, Joe Yeakel. So many of the great lead -
ers of the church. There’re thirty-two names 
on this block. And now there’ll be a
thirty-third name, and his name is Wil liam
Oden, and what a joy it is Bill, to pres ent to
you the gavel.  And may God bless you as
you lead us in our cor po rate work. 

(Ap plause)

(Bishop Mor gan passes the gavel to
Bishop Wil liam B. Oden)

BISHOP WIL LIAM B.ODEN: First a
word about my pre de ces sor. Bishop Mor -
gan has led us well. His stir ring ser mon and 
strong of fi ci at ing in the open ing ses sion of
Gen eral Con fer ence started us out on a
high note. And Bob, all of us owe a debt of
grat i tude to you.  My sec ond word is to say
that your Coun cil of Bishops is a strong
coun cil of faith ful lead ers. We’re di verse,
we’re not of one mind on is sues but we are
bound in spe cial cov e nant with each other
and through our conferencing to gether we
will con tin u ally prayer fully seek to ful fill
our role as your shep herds and teach ers.
We’ll pray for you and hope you’ll pray for 
us. And fi nally, I want to ask you for a dou -
ble por tion of prayers for those of us who’ll 
lead the coun cil dur ing this qua dren nium.
We need all your prayers. Pray for us, as

we will con tinue to pray for us and for the
en tire church. God bless. 

(Ap plause)

BISHOP ODEN: The Agenda and Cal en -
dar Com mit tee in their re port in di cated that
at this time there would be a mo tion in re la -
tion ship to last eve ning.  Mike two, please. 

RON ALD BRETSCH (North Cen tral
New York): Thank you, Bishop. And
thanks to the Agenda Com mit tee. I will
not in tro duce this, Bishop, be cause as I
read it I think it will speak for it self. This
is to John Paul II. In the name of the Fa -
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, we, the Gen eral
Con fer ence of The United Meth od ist
Church, greet you, our brother in the body
of Christ. We rec og nize the pro found
state ments of  sor row and re gret that you
have made in this Year of Ju bi lee, 2000
A.D., re gard ing cer tain past prac tices of
the Ro man Cath o lic church, Cath o lics,
and other Chris tians. We ac cept your
apol ogy for the use of force in the search
for truth prac ticed against our Protestant
fore bears in the Chris tian faith. In the in -
stances of mis un der stand ings, in sen si tiv -
i ties, and harm brought about by The
United Meth od ist Church and its
predecssors in the faith to the Ro man
Cath o lic Church and Ro man Cath o lics,
we, in turn, ask for give ness for our deeds
of com mis sion and omis sion. We rec og -
nize our shared cul pa bil ity and wrongs of
both thought and ac tion that Romans
Cath o lics and United Meth od ists have ex -
hib ited to wards the mul ti tudes of per sons
liv ing in pov erty and ill ness, with out ed u -
ca tion and un der the scourges of rac ism,
in dig e nous peo ples of the world, women
and chil dren, Jews, Mos lems and peo ples
of other liv ing faiths. We re joice in the
growth of mu tual un der stand ing of each
other that has de vel oped in the past de -
cades be tween the Ro man Cath o lic and
United Meth od ist Churches and among
Ro man Cath o lics and United Meth od ists.
We look for ward to in creased un der stand -
ing, that is brought about by prayer, di a -
logue and re flec tion. We give thanks for
the wit ness to the world of the light of Je -
sus the Christ that is man i fested in the sol -
i dar ity of our sep a rate and shared works
of Chris tian so cial ac tion. May the bless -
ings of God, the Cre ator, the Sav ior, and
Sustainer con tinue to be with you and
your lead er ship of our sis ter, the Ro man
Cath o lic Church.  
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