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Proceedings of the 2000 General Conference
of The United Methodist Church

( Corrections

Dur ing the “ Strengthening the Black
Church” report on Monday morning,
May 8, a video reported that reported
Kirby John Caldwell was ap pointed to
St. John's UMC in Hous ton, Texas by
Bishop Oliphint. The video script
should have said that Bishop Woodrow
Hearn made the appointment. (DCA
does not print the scripts of vid eos.)

The Committee on Conferences will
begintoday at 2:00 p.m. Thisper tainsto
Churchand Soci ety LegislativeCommit
tee. All subcommittee chairpersons,
pleasemeetat 2:00p.m.inthelegislative
meet ing room, B212.

Car olynMar shall
Remindsof Announcement Rules

Wouldrefer youtotherulesof the Gerr
eral Confer enceand alsotothat whichis
onpage1944. Numer ousannouncements

Continued from page 2114)

WALTER L. KIMBROUGH (North
Geor gia): Bishop lves, thank you for this
time. Thank you, brothersand sisters, for
car ing enough to giveusad di tional time. It
ismy under standingthat weareal ready op-
er atingunder amotiontosuspendtherules
by GCOM for the purpose of passingout
material. Thatismy under standing, Bishop.

BISHOP IVES: | think we passed that
ear lierinthe—inthesession, yes.

KIMBROUGH: Y es. Thank you.

KIMBROUGH : Thank you for your re-
port. Weap preci atethespiritinwhichitis
brought.

(Applause)

BISHOPIVES: Let metell youwherewe
are. We' resix minutesaway fromour reg &
lar ad journ ment time. We have some an-
nouncements, a report from the presiding
officers, and a closing prayer. The only
guestionis, tothe house, is, do you want to
hear there sult of abal lot beforeyou goto
dinner andtakeanother bal lot?1f—if some
body wants to ex tend the time to do that,
that’ sokay. If not, we' |l pro ceed with those
threeitemsthat | sug gested. Hear ing none,
you' |l deal your bal 1ot when you comeback
to gether, next time. Car o lyn, do you have
announcements? I want Paul
Extrum-Fernandez to come and give an-
nouncements in relationship to presiding
officers, after which I'm going to ask
Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen to dismiss us
Carolyn,announcements?

CAROLYN MARSHALL: There are
severa, whichrefertolegislativecommit
tees, aswell asad ministrativecommittees.
Let me share them with you.

The Com mit tee on Ref er encewill meet
tomor row morning, Tuesday, at 7:15a.m.,
in Room 224. Please be present if you area
mem ber of that committee.

keep comingtotheplat form, andthereis

therulethat an nouncementsshouldbein
the—in by 3:00 p.m. in the DCAof ficein
or der that they could be pub lished and that
we will not, hope fully, have to make these
announcementsfromthestage. I'mmaking
two to day; how ever, af ter this, please ad-
heretotherules, asthey will not bemadefor
the rest of the week.

Hav ing said that, here arethetwo: All ra
cial ethnicdel egateswill meet on Tuesday
at lunch time, Ex hibit Hall B, Room 313,
withthelnterethnic Coor di nating Commit
tee present. And then onewhichisthe same
as what is listed in this announcement on
page 1924 [sic, 1944], right-hand col umn,
the next- to-thelast one, that al
clergywomen del e gates and women bish-
ops are asked to meet Liz Lopez im me di-
ately fol low ingthemorning sessionfor a
group photoin Ex hibit Hall A.

A reminder toal of usthat asfar asdel e
gatesareconcernedat thetables, itisim por-
tant that liquidsnot beonthetables, aswhen
they are spilled, they do in ter fere with the
vot ing equip ment. And areminder that the
noon time con certs will bein ef fect al of
this week. The choirs share with us very
well inthebegin ning of our morning, for a
while, and then also for our morn ing wor-
ship, butremainfor aconcertat noon. We'll
begin at 12:15 downstairs near the lunch
area, andif you haveany op por tu nity at all,
please avail your selvesof the op por tu nity
to con tinuein wor ship and atime of multi-
cul tural ex peri encewiththem.

Bishop, that completes the announce
ments.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Carolyn. |
want to ex pressap preci ationto al of you.
Y ou’veworked hard thismorning. You've
done good work. We' ve be gun to move the
train, which will gowithin creasing speed,
as you will un der stand, but we must con-
tinue aswemoveto know that we have been
calledto be God' sholy peo pleinthisplace,

and that we are indeed on a journey of
Christlikeholi nessinal that wedointhis
place, and thank you for being on that jour-
ney and shar ing that jour ney with me. Call
on Paul Extrum- Fernandez to bring are port
forpresidingoffi cers.

Bishop Paup Picked
to PresideMonday Night

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Cd
forniaNevada): Thank you, Bishop Ives.
Thisevening, presidingwill be Bishop Ed-
ward Paup fromthe Port land Area, and con
cludingthisevening’ ssessionwewill give
anupdateontomorrow’ spresidingoffi cers.
Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Paul. | want
to call on Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen, who is
thebishop of our sister churchin Argentina,
to dismiss us this morning. Bishop
Etchegoyen.

BISHOPALDOETCHEGOYEN: Letus
pray. O God, thank you for Jesus Christ and
for our call ing to be part of peace mission
around the world. O Dios, gracias por Jesu
Cristo y por su llamado a ser parte de su
mision en todo el mundo. O God, thank you
for thegospel and for thetruth, justice, and
peaceof your kingdom. O Dios, gracias por
e evangedlio, por laverdad, lajusticia, y la
pazdetureino. Giveuslove, faith, and hope
to pro claim your mes sage and to serve our
neighborhood. O Dios, danos fe, amor, y
esperanza para proclamar tu mensaje y
paraservir anuestro préjimo. Give usyour
Holy Spirit to ful fill your good will totrans
formthisunjusticeeconomicsystem, inor-
der to put bread and love among all peo ple.
O Dios, danos tu Espiritu Santo para
cumplir tu voluntad a fin de transformar
estejusto sistema econdémico a fin de poner
pany amor entrelosprobres. Give us your
power to work with hopeinfavor of the hu-
man rights for al human beings. O Dios,
danos tu poder para trabajar con
esperanza en favor de los derechos
humanos para todos hermanos. Now, go
forth in peace. The grace of Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the com mu-
nion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Ahoravayan enpaz.LagraciadeJesucristo
€l Sefior, el amor de Diosy la comunién del
Espiritu Santo sea con todos ustedes.
Amen.

BISHOP IVES: Amen.
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(Adjournment)

Monday Evening
May 8, 2000

(Bishop Edward W. Paup presiding)

(Song)
(Applause)

(Song)
(Applause)

BISHOP EDWARD W. PAUP: Thank
you, sistersin God. Wel comeev ery oneto
the eve ning. My nameis Ed Paup; I’'m the
bishopassignedtothePortland Area, which
isinclusiveof theAlaskaMissionary Con
fer enceandtheOr egon-ldaho Confer ence.
And I’m priv i leged to sit in this chair to-
night, and | want you to know that whilewe
have been here| hope you have felt the sup-
port, the sup port that hasbeen coming from
all over the world—peo ple who have been
keeping us in prayer. Have you fdt their
sup port dur ing thesedays?

(Applause)

And you know that on be half of peo ple
caledUnitedMethodiststhey haven’tbeen
just sit ting on their handswhile we' ve been
here. They’ ve been out ex tend ing the mis-
sion of ministry of The United Meth od ist
Church, but | trust you have felt their sup-
port, even as | want you to know | feel this
night, of my col leagues on the Coun cil of
Bishopsasthey sit hereontheplat formwith
me. And especidly Mary Ann Swenson,
bishop of the Den ver Area, and Jack Tuell,
whocategori callyisretiredbut only by cat-
egory is he retired, and they sit with me
here. And | am very grateful to God for
them this night. But we truly are a peo ple
sur rounded in the spirit of prayer, gath ered
asthedisci plesof JesusChrist. And let us
take this mo ment to ac knowl edge that we
arein God' spresenceto gether. Let usbein

prayer.
(Prayer)

Gra cious God, we do pause to give you
thanks that we can be in your pres ence in
this place this night, to be about this act of
holy conferencing as United Meth odistsin
the name of Je sus Christ. And so as your
Spirit guides usthisnight, help usto, to pay
heed to the moving of that Spirit in our
midst, knowingthat asyou continuetobless
us that you call usto be ablessing for you
wher ever we are and with whom ever we
sharelife. We pray in Je sus' name. Amen.

It'snow my priv i legetoturntotheor der
of the day—there port of the National Plan

for Hispanic Ministries—to Bishop Joel
Martinez, Joel Martinez who will lead us
now inthisre port. Joel.

(Applause)

BISHOPJOEL MARTINEZ: Wewill be
gin our re port with mu sic, and we'll close
withmusic, solet usbegin.

(Song)
(Applause)

Report of theNational Plan
for HispanicMinistries

Four yearsago at Den ver you adopted the
National Plan for Hispanic Ministry for a
second quadren nium. And aspart of our re
port and recommendations you approved
that we should come back and re port on our
work, our stew ard ship of theNational Plan
for HispanicMinistry, at the 2000 General
Conference.It' smyprivilegetopresentthe
vice-chairperson of our national commit
tee, the Reverend Rebecca Y oungblood
fromtheMississippi Confer ence, whowill
now lead us in this part of the report.
Rebecca

(Applause)

REBECCA YOUNGBLOOD: Thank
you. Thank you, Bishop. Webeginour, this
part of our report withan act of wor ship, and
linviteyoutojoinmeinthislitany. Yourre
sponse, and | will indi cateto you when that
co mes, will be printed on the screen above
us, soletusenterintoanatti tudeof wor ship.

God saw that Hispanic people grew in
great num bers. God saw therich nessof this
peo ple, their tal ents and their hopes, their
di ver sity of cul ture, their depth of spiri tuak
ity. At the same time, God saw that many
Hispanicpeoplesuf fer and struggleagainst
discrimination, injustice, ignorance, pov -
erty.

Dios, have mercy on usfor not seeing
with your vi sion.

God has sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to
reach ev ery one, and God calls us to serve
onean other andto pro claim thegood news
toev ery one, and par ticularly inthiscoun-
try, tothegrowingHispanicpopulationin
our midst.

Dios, havemercy on usfor not obey ing
and heed ing your call and thereby miss-
ingtheoppor tunitiestosharethegospel.

Weasyour United Methodist peoplehave
heard your call and have be gun to re spond
to the chal lengeto us through the National
Planfor Hispanic Ministry. Wehave much
tocel ebrateand muchmoretodotorespond
fully to that call.

Gracias, Dios for the opportunity to
serveyou. Guideus, prepareusand help

ustocon tinueserv ing faith fully and ef-
fectively. Amen.

Itiswithjoy and grati tudethat | greetyou
this night on behalf of the Committeeon
Hispanic Ministry. Westand beforeyouto
bear wit ness to what God is do ing across
our churchthroughtheini tiativesof theNa
tional Planfor HispanicMinistry.

Satisticsof
HispanicMinistriesSuccesses

Sincewelast gatheredinGeneral Confer
ence, Hispanic ministry has increased in
depth and scope. Sixty-one an nual con fer-
ences now evidence intentional ministry
with His panic per sons, com pared to 38 re-
port ing such ministry before 1993, and 56
confer encesin 1996. Through thein spired
efforts of countless persons, we can now
testifytothefol lowingaccomplishmentsin
light of theplan’sorigi nal goals. And | in-
viteyour at tentionagaintothescreen, and|
will highlight someof theaccom plishments
given there.

Wecanreport 64 new char teredHispanic
congregations, 263 church-school exten
sions, 538 faith communi ties, 796 trained
lay mission ersand 100 trained pastor/men-
tors. Thiswecel ebrate. Fur ther more, 18 of
your annua conferences have received
grants to tal ing $836,000 dur ing this qua
drennium. Theconfer enceshavemorethan
matched thesegrants, gener atingover $2.3
mil lioninyour own con fer encefunds. The
plan’ sgrantmaking pro cedurein volvesor+
goingcon sul tationwithatrained resource
person in a process that is described in
Spanish, it would be “to accompany, to
walk with.” Thisword isaword of part ner-
shipandof ministry, andsoitismuchmore
thanafi nancial transaction. Itisgrounded
inrelationshipwithoneanother andinmin
istry. It en cour agesdiscern ment of God's
vision for a particular setting within the
churchand communnity. It en cour agessol i-
darity andaction.

Infact, thecommit teehascometo seeall
of our work thisquadren nium as guided by
thisconcept of accompany ingoneanother.
The Easter evening of the two disciples
walk ingto Emmausthat wefindin Luke 24
embodiestheideavery well. Y ouknow that
story, asthetwo maketheir way homeat the
end of the day, the first day of that week,
grieved and con fused by Je sus' death and
then by thereportsthat day that hehadrisen.
A third per son joins them, and they share
withhimtheir sad ness, their questions, their
distress. Inresponse, thisstranger opensthe
Scrip ture to them, and we read that their
hearts were strangely warmed. They in sist
that the stranger join them for sup per, and it
isinthebreak ing of thebread that they rec-
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og nizehim astheLord, risenin deed. This
encounter fills them with energy and re-
newstheir hope, and they return quickly to
Jerusalemtotell thegood news.

Soitis, whenacon sul tant walkswith an
annual confer encetomobi lizefor Hispanic
ministry. Soitis, when teams of lay mis-
sion ersand pastor-men torsen gagein out-
reech and witness. So it is, when
non-Hispaniccongregations and Hispanic
commu ni tiesac com pany each other onthe
faithjour ney and thestrug glefor justicein
caringfor humanneed. Inwakingtogether,
our storiesaretold. Thereal ity of thosewho
walkisval i dated andthentransformedby a
God who brings abun dance from scar city,
who bringslifefrom death. Inwalk ingwith
each other our eyes are opened to the pres-
enceof Christ withus. Throughwalk ingto-
gether, the passionto continuethemission
is found. Do not our hearts burn within us
whenwewalk theroad of ser vant ministry
to gether? Thisweek, onceagain, weinvite
thewhole churchtojoin usinthat ongoing
walk, asthework of Hispanic ministry con
tin uesthrough out our church. Amen.

(Applause)
(VideoPresentation)
(Applause)

ROBERTO GOMEZ: | am Roberto Luis
Gomez, aclergymember of the Rio Grande
Confer ence. | havethepriv i legeand honor
to night of pre sent ing two peo plewho will
sharetheir ex peri enceaswit nessesof their
ex peri enceintheNational Hispanic Plan.
First, wewill hear Mr. Jerry Goebel. Heisa
lay pastor inthePacific Northwest Confer-
encecur rently servingachurchinalargely
Hispanicarea. Hehasworked asaChristian
musi cian, mak ingrecordingsandwinning
five popular-music awards. And he has
many yearsof ex peri enceineco nomic de
vel op ment. Heisafounder of thecom mu-
nity mobilization mentoring project, a
mentoring out reach that fo cuseson provid
ing adult and youth relationships that re-
volve around seven crit i cal goals or—goal
ar easinayoung per son’slife. Theproject
cur rently op er atesin seven citiesand soon
will beinthreeother states. The second wit-
ness will be the Reverend Liana H.
Pérez-Felix. Sheisanel derinTheMethod
ist Church of Puerto Rico. Currently she
servesastheco or di nator of Hispanicand
InclusiveMinistries,andassoci atecouncil
director in the Memphis Conference. She
hasal so served asadistrict super intendent
of The Meth od ist Church of Puerto Rico.
She has four chil dren—two sons and two
daugh ters. Shelovesto sing, preach, teach,
write, act, cook, and do arts and crafts. She
speaks Eng lish, Spanish, and Ital ian, and

currently she's learning a fourth lan-
guage—" Southern.”

(Laughter)
(Applause)

Work With Hispanic Youth

JERRY GOEBEL: Exodus 19:9—you
don’t havetolook it up, | even mem orized
it. “The Lord said to Mo ses, ‘| will cometo
you in adense fog." ” Have you ever been
there?

(Laughter)

How many of you are there right now?
(Laughter)

| say praisetheLord! TheLord will come
inadensefog; hewill comeinacloud. And
| say praise the Lord! It is the time we are
most con fused that the Lord co mesto us.
Praise the Lord.

| want you to take a good look at me.
Forty-threeyearsold, skinny asarail, bald-
ing on top of my head, and—my bosses
don’'t know this yet, it is a secret—I'm
white,

(Laughter)

and | work mostly with Hispanicyouthin
gangs. Confusing?PraisetheLord! Sounds
like a fog to me. Praise the Lord. When |
first went to the com mu nity wherel work, |
went there to be a programdi rectorinan
all-White church in acom mu nity that was
over 70% His panic un der the age of thirty.
The first night we had an af ter-school pro-
gram in which | was placed in charge we
had 6 kids show up. Six kids. | felt thisis
confusing. PraiseGod.

The next morn ing | walked up the street
two blocks to an alternativelearning pro-
gram where | asked the di rector, “If | give
youalead er ship program cur riculum, will
you giveme?’ Hesaid, “Yes.” | walked out
of thebuilding, | saidtomy self, What havel
gotten myselfinto? Praise God. | waked
back the next week. | had my 6 An glo kids
show up and 40 kids from the al ter native
learningprogram—39wereHispanic, 30 of
the youth were in volved in gangs. | said to
my self first, What did | do? And | said to
my self next, Praise God.

Asl looked around we havethe op por tu-
nity now to reach out to morekids, and | in-
vited the kids to go home and in vite their
broth ersand sistersand cousins. Whenwe
topped afew hun dred | knew the pro gram
had to go to more than one day aweek. We
expanded into six days a week. We pro-
vided education and training in terms of
jobs. Weeven provided ajobsskill program

where we had five—three different out-
reaches for the kids.

Af ter ahalf ayear of this, the of fice of ju-
ve nilejustice made a phone call to usand
said, “Y ou need $180,000 or moreto run a
program like this.” | said, “Wow! Have |
been confused?

(Laughter)

Havel beeninadensefog?Havel beenin
acloud?’ Praise God.

The pro gram is now in, in our area we
have similarprogramsoperatinginseven
dif fer ent com muni ties, four of which | am
consulting. Butit'sal lowed metofocuson
the most im por tant pro gram | can think of
and that is mentoring, getting adults in-
volved in youth in significant, critical
times. In our mentoring pro gramswe place
kidswhoareindetentionor onprobationor
inatruancy, part of atru ancy act. Welink
them up with adults who cover only a half
hour a week. And dur ing that half hour a
week, they fo cuson those sig nif i cant goal
ar easthat werementioned before—ed uca
tional, financial, physical, professional,
recreational, relational, and spiritual. We
havekidsthat are ask ing to be sentenced to
our program. Soundconfusing?PraiseGod.

Since that time
(Applause)

Praise him! The two ma jor things that |
havelearnedisthat Christian lead ersmust,
first of al, go and do. When God, when Je-
susturned hisfaceto Jeru salem, hehad no
strat egy; hehadonly acall. | believethat Je
sus' will op er ated in adense cloud. Praise
God! Hewasoper atinginafog. PraiseGod!

Thesecondthingswemust learn asChris
tianlead ersisthat God worksbest whenwe
are uncomfortable. When we are in that
dense cloud, and so we have to go to where
the cloud is densest. It lacks integrity to
send peo ple to places where we would not
go. And so theroots of Christ’swords must
strike home to us, which are come and see.
Je sus could only say that when he had gone
and done.

My friends, our schools, our streets, and
our detention centerswill only beasChris
tians as the Christians who are inside of
them.

(Applause)

If these places look foggy to you, praise
God! If these places look cloudy to you,
praise God! If these places seem un clear to
you, praise God, be cause that’'s where we
arecalledtogo. Isitfoggy?Helpme: Praise
God! If it's cloudy, help me: Praise God!
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Andif it'scloudy, | mean unclear, help me.
Praise God!

(Applause)

MemphisConfer ence
GrowsHispanicMinistry

LI ANA PEREZ-FELIX:Buenas noches
Just as in John Wes ley’s times, when the
coal min ersfrom Kent were mov ing with
theirfamiliestothenorthandwouldal ways
find a welcoming community among the
Methodists, soitistoday when peoplefrom
Guatemala, Mexico,Honduras, Peru, Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico,
comewiththeir fami liesto thiscountry to
ful fill their own dreamsand aspi rationsfor
better lives. United Methodists, with the
help from National Planfor Hispanic Min-
istry, have opened their churches and their
hearts to them.

Before the National Plan, the Memphis
Conference did not have any organized
ministry with Hispanics. But there was a
sensi tive car ing group of An gloswho did
not speak Spanish but felt that God wascall-
ing them and the church to do something
with the growing Hispanic population in
Western Tennessee and Kentucky. They
formed a conference committee and ap-
proached the National Plan’sof ficefor as-
sistance. TheMemphisConferencewasone
of thefirst an nual confer encestoreceivea
mission initiative grant from the National
Plan. It used the grant to se curethe ser vices
of a conference coordinator of Hispanic
ministries. | feel so hon ored to have been
selectedforthisposi tion.

I beganwithfull power and com pletesup-
port from Bishop Ken neth Carter and these
broth ersand sisters. Glory to God! Wenow
have a Hispanic congregation, two
churches with spiritua care meetings for
seasonal work ers, and have held four vaca
tion Bible schools. In addition, we have
started 7 af ter-school tutor ing pro grams, 6
Eng lish asa Sec ond Lan guage classes for
adults. And we also have be gun two day
care pro gramsand two or ganized sport ac-
tivities. Wehaveor ganized Spanishclasses
for dif fer ent non-His panic groupsinvar i-
ouscommuni ties,includingtwoforlaw en
forcement officers, and two survival
Spanishclassesfor doctors, law yers, teach
ers, peoplegoingonmissionand/or lei sure
tripsto Spanish-speak ingcountries.

We have established ongoing health
screening clinicsand aweekly radio pro-
gramin Spanish at aBaptist radio station
and special bi lingual wor shipservices.We
haveheld Mod ule Onewor shipfor lay mis-
sionariesand havebeguntheplanning of a
futurecurriculumforHispanicministriesat
MemphisTheologi cal Semi nary. Themin

istry hasim pacted our confer enceinavery
posi tiveway. Theex citement hasbeen con
tagious. United Meth odist Women groups,
pastors, and local congregations have in-
vited me to preach and speak and to help
themimplementHispanicministries.

Southernhospi tal ity hasbeenareal ity in
my ministry, and that has made my work
easier. All conference organizations and
lead er shiphavebeenvery supportiveof this
endeavor. Asof July of thisyear, amission
ary pastor of theNational Plan, throughthe
Gen eral Board of Global Ministry, will be
ginto servein sev eral ministrieswe have
beguninthreeof our districts.

Itisour goal, nev er theless, tohaveaHis
panic pastor in each of our fivedistrictsin
thenear future. Wenot only cel ebratewhat
ishap pening, but wearealsoal ready cel e
brating what will be accomplished in the
yearstocome. Webelievethat Godisdoing
something new inour days. In cor porating
inour com mu ni tiesper sonsof di versecuk
turesandori gins,thusmakingitareal ity for
that glo ri ous day to come when they will
comefrom east and west and from north and
south and sit at thetablein the king dom of
God.

As stated at the 1988 General Confer-
ence, the so cial and cul tural mo saic of the
United States is chang ing. We as United
Methodistsmust af firmit, cel ebrateit, and
trytoreflectitinour denomi nation.Muchas
gracias

(Applause)

BISHOP JOEL MARTINEZ: | told
Bishop Paup beforewe be gan that we' dtry
todothirty “General Confer ence’ minutes
and not thirty Hispanic min utes.

(Laughter)

But we' redlip ping abit.

My sisters and broth ers, you have been
listeningtothevoicesand thesongsandthe
stories of the His panic com mu nity’ sfaith
jour ney in The United Meth od ist Church,
both in the United States and on theisland
of Puerto Rico through the Methodist
Church of Puerto Rico. Dur ing thelast two
quadrennia, theNational Planhassoughtto
con tinuethefaith jour ney by inviting the
whole church—all of us—to join in hacer
discipulosparaJesucristo; inmakingdisck
plesfor Jesus Christ, whichisour common
mission as United Meth od ists among mil-
lionsandmil lionsof our sistersandbrothers
who trace our heritage to the indigenous
peoples, the Af ri can Di asporaandthelbe
rianPeninsula.

We celebrate with you tonight that the
whole United Meth od ist church is on the
jour ney with us. The mis sion among His-

panicsismoregenuinely, af ter eight years,
a churchwide initiative than ever before.
Nearly ev ery annual confer ence, hundreds
of districts, and thou sands of lo cal church
arereachingoutwithministriesof compas
sion and justice, congregational devel op
ment and ser vice. Y ou havenoticed someof
the dtatisti calmeasures of that. The other
part of the story is the overwhelming
growth of thiscom mu nity through out the
land. Wehavesim ply under esti mated—as
youwould, I think, testify—under esti mated
thedi mensionsof thechal lengeinour mis
sion plan ning, es pe cially over the last de-
cade. Stories abound my col leaguesin the
Council of Bishops, among an nual confer-
enceleaders, of mi grationandimmi gration
and demo graphic shiftswhich de mand the
church’s faithful response, yesterday, to-
day, and to mor row. Frankly, | shud der to
think where we would be had the Gen eral
Conference in Louisville in 1992 not
adopted the National Plan at that time. But
you did, and we be gan work ing and learn-
ing and praying together to continue the
UMCfaithjour ney with thiscommu nity.

Four Strat egiesfor HispanicMinistries

Now, we need to do four things this qua-
dren nium, and very briefly they are:

First, wemust continueto provideef fec-
tive resourcing, especially mission-deve-
opment grants, planning assistance and
consul tation, andtrainingwithannual con
fer ences. We have un met needs and pend-
ingrequestsbeyondwhat waspossi bletodo
with cur rent resourcing.

Sec ondly, we need to work closely with
our seminaries and General Board of
Higher EducationandMinistry inaddress
ingthecriti cal enlistment, recruitment, and
training needs for ordained leadership
amongtheHispaniccommunity. A signif i-
cantbudget a lo cationinthenew quadren
nium isfor the pur pose of sup port ing that
effort.

Thirdly, weneedtoex pandthepartici pa
tion of non-Hispaniccongregationsinthe
responsetoHispanicministry needs. Thisis
akey strat egy if more His panicsareto be
disci plesfor JesusChrist. Therearesimply
toofew Hispaniccongregationsinmost an
nual con fer encesto meet thegrow ing chal-
lenge.

And fourth, we should ex plorein creased
dialogue,interaction,andcooper ationwith
our col leaguesof theMethodist churchesin
Latin America and the Caribbean. The
Council of Evangelical Methodist
ChurchesinLatin Amer icaiscur rently rep-
resented on the national committee. But
practi cal sharingof ex peri ences, resources,
and ministry between United Methodist
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Hispanics, theMeth odist Church of Puerto
Rico, and other Latin American churches
can strengthen our wit nessamong new im-
migrant communities coming into this
country.

Tonight’ sreport has been but asnap shot
of along, long jour ney that stretches for a
century-and-a-half. Y ou have seen some of
the faces, heard some of the voices, of peo-
plemovingtogether withacommonex peri-
ence of the risen Christ in their hearts that
RebeccaY oungblood com mented on asthe
experience of the Emmaus disciples. To-
night weareall invited, you and I, into this
journey as a worldwide General Confer
ence. So, inLouisvillewebeganto gether;
we need to go forward together, as one
church, with one mission, and with one
strat egy, to serveand reach Hispanicswith
thegospel that isin JesusChrist. It hasto be
doneto gether . Unidosisthework in Span-
ish. We can, and we will. Let usenjoin our
hearts and voices in singing that song,
“Unidos,” “Together,” in Christ’ sspirit.

RAQUEL MARTINEZ: This song,
“Unidos,” “To gether,” isafavor iteinthe
His panic com mu nity. Butitisalso being
em braced by other, non-His panic, groups,
includingother denomi nations. We'rego-
ing to sing the verse in Spanishfirst, be-
cause we want you to get the full flavor of
the mu sic. Y ou should have the text up on
the screen, and then we will have a chance
tosingitin Englishthesecondtimearound.
Those who are able, will you please stand,
and let’ ssing to gether.

(Snging)
MARTINEZ: Let thepeo pleof God say, .

MARTINEZ AND AU DI ENCE: Amen!

(Applause)
(Music)

BISHOPPAUP: Joinmeinthank ing God
for thelead ersthat guideusinthismag nif i-
cent plan of the United Meth od ist Church,
our National Hispanic Plan. Let mealsoas
wegivethanksto God for them ask for your
helpinmak ing an adjust mentinour cal en-
dar for this evening and our agenda. We
have the opportunity to hear from our
brother Bishop Juan Vera-Méndez. Youre-
mem ber that we. . . (Ap plause) May | take
thelib erty to as sume from your re sponse
that you would like to hear from our
brother?

Bishop Vera-Méndez Ad dresses
General Conference

BISHOP JUAN VERA-MENDEZ: Dear
sistersandbrothersin Christlet meex press
my deep thanks for your support and

prayersandfor theresolutionapproved|ast
week, when | was ar rested. Y ou have no
ideahow happy | amto bewith my Meth od-
istfamily af ter being detained and ar rested
by Fed eral Mar shalsand FBI agentsin the
beauti ful island of Vieques.

This hap pened be cause | wasfaith ful to
thegospel of Je susthe Christ. (Applause) |
carry the marks of my Lord. | was chained
and shack led, by the forces that rep re sent
law enforcement, for thewel fareof thecit
zens and community. They are the same
forcesthat readto methe Proto col of Arrest
asfol lows: “ThisisaUnited States Fed eral
Ter ri tory and you aretrespassing.” And |
re peat to you what | said them: “Thisisour
land! Thisismy land, and you took it away
fromus, andwewill struggletogetitback.”

(Applause)

My dear Meth od ist sistersand broth ers,
the one that must get out of Viequesisthe
United States Navy who for the last sixty
years has sub jected Viegques with con stant
air, land and sea bombardment as target
practicefortheir training.

The US Navy isthe onewho forcibly re
movedthepopulationof Viequesinor derto
convert two-thirds of the best sugar-cane
landintoanammuni tiondepot and asitefor
mil i tary maneuversinsupport of theBritish
Roya Navy, in their war against Hitler's
penetration in Argentina. Hitler disap-
peared, but the US Navy took over and
stayed. Thecon sequencewasthat thepop u-
lation of Viequesdi minished from 20,000
t09,500inhabitants.

The US Navy isthe one who sandwiched
the Vieques pop u lation between two land
tractsinto avery nar row strip of land.

TheUSNavy istheonewho hasstrangled
economy andforcedtheresi dentstoliveas
squatters in the land that was previously
theirs.

TheUSNavy istheonewho pol luted and
ruinedthepristinebeauty of God’ screation
in Vieques and its two deep-water har bors
and two lu mi nes cent bays—uniquein the
world—with chemi cals used in the bomb-
ing prac tices with two of the most po tent
can cer-causing agents—depleted pluton-
ium and cord ite—along with tons of un ex-
ploded or di nance. This has caused the de-
struction of God’ screation.

It isthe US Navy who hasin vited other
for eignnaval forcestouseViequesastar get
practice while charging them millions of
dol larsfor itsuse. Not one sin gle penny of
thismoney hasbeen given back to Vieques.

The US Navy is the one who has made
Vieques a land with higher cancer inck
dence among chil dren and adults, in com-

pari sonwiththemainisland of PuertoRico
and other coun triesintheworld, including
the United States.

It is the US Navy who has, many times,
threat enedtodepletethemunici pal under-
ground water sup ply withthemil i tary ma
neu versof invading Marines, who at times
have amounted to more than six teen thou-
sand troops. The US Navy has refused to
pay mil lionsof dol lars of water-con sump-
tiontothegov ern ment of Puerto Rico, who
inturntook themto court demandingimme
di atepay ment.

The US Navy isthe onewho hasdi rectly
contributed to the impoverishment of the
industrial capacity of themunici pal ity by
way of destroy ing thereefsand fishing ar-
eas of Vieques.

Andfinally,toaddinsulttoinjury, David
Sanes-Rodri guez, aci vilianUSNavy secu
rity guard, was killed and three other ci vil-
ian employees were injured by two air
bombs, dropped by aUSNavy pi lot during
tar get practiceson April 19, 1999.

This death awakened and united the
Puerto Ri can peo plein anisland-wide con
sen susto stop thebombing of Viequesand
to demand the oust ing of the USNavy from
Viegues. All sectorsof the Puerto Ri can so-
ci ety joinedforces. Thisincludedreli gious
lead ers(Roman Cath olicsand Prot estants
dike), church members, union workers,
fisher men, artists, studentsand uni ver sity
professors, pub lic school teach ersand stu-
dents, the Puerto Rican Bar Association,
etc. Itisthereli gioussec torswho haveled
thewholemove ment infavor of thepeople
of Vieques. Thisisanew model of ecumen-
i cal cooper ationaf firmed by very di verse
seg mentsin Puerto Rico.

TheNorth Amer i can Presshaspre sented
avery peaceful, digni fied processof ar rest
anddetentionof thoseex er cisingcivil dis
obedi ence. Thecontrary hap pened &f ter the
presswas ousted by the fed eral forces.

Itiscustomary that whenever womenare
to bear rested and de tained, fe male agents
aretheonesinvolvedinphysi caly frisking
the female detainees. In our case, Roman
Cath o lic nuns and other women were sub-
jected to the embarrassment of being
frisked by male federal agents without
proper respect, consider ationand sensi tiv-
ity. Detainees were threatened with vio-
lence and given rude or ders as they were
driven off Viequesif they did not fol low or-
ders.

My dear sistersand broth ers, Vieques
isour land, taken from ussixty yearsago
for awar that ended in 1945, but not for
the 9,500 United States citizens of
Vieques. This appropriation  of
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land—doesit not resonateandrever ber-
ateintheearsand con sciencesof our Na-
tive American ssers and brothers?
They know what we are talk ingabout!
Their case was one of mil lions and mil-
lions of acres. Oursisonly 33,000 acres,
butstillamat ter of justice, never theless.

Let me makethisvery clear, those de-
tained and ar rested on May 4, 2000 were
fol lowingliter ally theprinci plesof civil
disobedience at its best. As a mat ter of
fact, wewerein spired by JesusChrist on
thecross, by Dr.Mar tinLuther KingJr.
in Montgomery, Alabama; by Rosa
Parksnot sit ting in the back of the bus;
and Crazy Horse at Wounded K nee.

Andnow, | amvery,veryupsetanddis
ap pointed. | learned latethisaf ter noon
that theUnited StatesNavy hasresumed,
today, military maneuvers with inert
bombs. The official understanding be-
tween the United StatesNavy and theEc-
umenical Coalitionfor Viequeswasthat
themaneu ver swould resumefour weeks
after the arrest. This would have af -
forded usprecioustimefor morecon cil-
iatorymeasures.

What can you do tojoin usin thejust
cause for Vieques? First, without any
doubt, weneed your prayersand fasting.
Second, weneed youtowritetoPresi dent
Clintoninsistingfor theUSNavytoleave
Vieques now! And | say NOW! (Ap-
plause) We need for you to writeto your
Senatorsand Congress-per sonsinor der
toad vocatefor Vieques.

In summary, join me in evangelical
civil disobedi encefor Vieques!

We need for you to write your Sen ators
and Congressperson in order to advocate
for Viegues. In sum mary, join mein evan-
gelical civil disobedience for Vieques.
Thank you and God bless you. Amen.

(Applause)

BISHOP PAUP: While you're stand ing,
whileyou'restanding, I'mgoingtoask that
our prayer be the re turn to Hymn No. 583
and if Cynthia's here we're goingtosing
verses 2 and 3, verses 2 and 3 of 583.

(singing)

BISHOP PAUP: And you may want to be
reminded that on page 1919 of theDCAyou
will find thetext of thereso lu tion that was
passed last week re gard ing Vieques. Now
let usturnto Mary Al ice Massey, chair per-
son of our Com mit teeon Agenda, whowill
lead us at thismo ment.

MARY ALICE MASSEY: Good eve-
ning, Bishop Paup and del egates. First of
all, letmesay that weareun ableto carveout

any legidative session time for the

legislativecommitteestonight becausethe

inter pret ershaveall gonehomeand| apol o

gizefor that. Secondly, | would liketomove
to sus pend the rulesto al low the ple nary

session to be ex tended to 11:00 o’ clock to-

night becausewe' rebehind sched ule.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, you have
heard the mo tion to sus pend the rules that
we might con tinue un til 11:00 o’ clock to-
night. If you are ready to vote press one, if
you approve, two; if you do not approve,
please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
441; No, 466] Please, let us not vote with
applause. (Laughter) But you have not
agreed to sus pend the rules and that means
that we will go until 10:30. (Laughter)

MASSEY:: | certainly under stand thede-
egates’ reluctancetoap provethat, butbeon
no tice that some time this week you're go-
ing to have to stay later be cause we are be
hind sched ule. Now for to mor row for our
agenda.

BISHOP PAUP: Please, let’ sgive at ten-
tiontoMary Al ice.

MASSEY: Thisisapro posed agenda. We
haven't really been on sched ulethewhole
week, so. But thisispro posed agenda. Wor-
ship ser vicewill begin at 8:15to 9:00 with
thenor mal choral musicbeginningat 8:00
o'clock. 9:00 to 9:10 we'll have the com-
mittee on calendar, agenda, report. From
9:10t09:13we' |l havewordsfrom acir cuit
rider. From 9:13 to 9:23 am. University
Senateelections. From9:23to11:45cal ent
dar items. From 11:45 to 12:05 the GCFA
Report. From12:05t0 12:15confer encean
nouncementsand Committeeon Presiding
Of fi cers. 12:15t0 1:30 will bethelunchre
cess.At1:30t03:30legislativecommittees
who havenot finished their work will meet.
Intheaf ter noonwe’ Il beginplenary at 3:45
and gountil 5:30. We'll havedin ner recess
from5:30t07:20. Intheeveningwe' |l have
our mu sic and then we will be gin our ple
nary on 7:30. Re port on agendaat 7:30 and
thenplenary beginningat 7:35. GCOM Ad
vance will be an or der of theday at 9:35t0
10:000' clock andthenannouncementsand
ad journment. Thank you, Bishop.

Second & Third Bal lots
for Judi cial Council

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you very much,
Mary Al ice we will work hard to night to
movethroughasmany cal endar itemsaswe
possi bly can, but first of al | would liketo
deter mineif wehaveabal lot report ready.
I’'mtoldthat wedo. Thisisareport fromthe
secondbal lot. Y ouareel ectingmembersto
theJudi cial Council andlet’ shear thereport
now. You will note 2741 valid votes,
931valid bal lots, need to elect 457, invalid

ballots, 19. You will see before you the
numbers. Mary Daffin, 448; Rodolfo
Beltran, 331; James Holsinger, 308; Sally
Geis, 258; Paul Ervin, 241; Jon Gray, 219;
Marc Loud, 204; Daniel F. Ev ans, Jr., 120;
Edward Hill, 92; William White, 86;
Evelynn Caterson, 75; Daniel Ivey-Soto,
74; James Lamark Cox, Sr., 61; Ann
Saunkeah, 51; Lonnie Brooks, 50; Oscar
Ferrer, 39; Theophelous Gambe, 32; W.
Clark Wil liams, 27; Ste ven Lett, 15; Wil-
liam Todd, Jr., 10.

Wewill pro ceed now for thethird bal lot
fortheJudi cia Council Youarevotingfor
lay mem bersof theJudi cial Council. Three
lay mem bersand soyouwill bevotingthree
dif fer ent times. Oncethistimefromthelist
of 1 through 20, you have that list before
you now. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. Now for the sec ond per son you wish
tovoteforfortheJudi cial Council lay mem:
ber. Wehavethelist beforeusagain. Please
vote when the light ap pears. And now for
thethird per son that you will vote for Ju di-
cia Council lay. Thelistisbeforeus. Please
vote when the light appears. Thank you
very much.

Isthere port ready for the clergy bal lots?
Clergy bal lot no. 2: valid votes 1872, valid
bal 1ots 945. Needed to elect, 469, there are
six invalid bal lots. There are no elec tions
Larry Pickens402, Keith Boyette 334. The-
o dore“Ted” Wal ter 285. Jane Tews 223.
SusanHenry-Crowe157. Rob ert Sweet, Jr.
105. Belton Joyner 98. Philip Fenn 62.
Linda Thomas 50. Ralph Laurence Dill 111
41. Frank Davies 35. Elsie Crickard 31.
Francine Tay lor-Thirus 28. Thomas Grif-
fith 14. Thomas Shanklin 7.

Aspertheinstructionsthat weregivento
usthismorningyouarevotingfor 2 oneper
screen but for 2whowill serve 8 year terms
and then we have 1 after these two are
electedwhowill fill anunex piredtermfor 4
years. Let's have the list be fore us again.
Takeamo ment to check thelist deter mine
for whom it is you wish to vote. VVoting for
1. Please vote when the light appears.
Thank you. Let’s have the list be fore us a
secondtime. Votingagainfor 1. Pleasevote
when thelight ap pears. Bal lot no. 3for the
Judi cial Council isnow closed.

We will now turn to cal en dar items and
will in vite Tyrone Gordon and of fi cers of
Local Church Legislative Committee to
present to us calendar items at this time.
Whilethey’re coming, yes, please, mike 6.

Local Church
LegistativeCommitteeReport

PATRICIA MILLER (South Indiana):
Thank you Bishop. Be causeof our desireto
have maximum participation by all dele
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gates| movethat whenpresentingcal endar
itemsthe pre senter givethelo cationinthe
DCA, thepeti tionor resolutionnumber, a
one sen tence sum mary of theitem, and a
brief statement of rationalebehindthevote
of thecommittee. If | couldhaveasecond|
would like to speak to that.

BISHOPPAUP: All right, you have asec-
ond. Proceed.

MILLER: Asyou al know we are jug-
gling sev eral sourcesof material. Some of
us are barely get ting to thelo cationin the
DCA beforethe voteistaken and we would
ap preci ateam pleop por tu nity toknow the
issuebeforevoting.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, thank you. Is
there debate on this matter? Procedura
mat ter beforeus. All right, seeing none, this
isthemotionthatisbeforeusif you sup port
the mo tion you will press 1, if you do not
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 757; No, 153] All right, you have sup-
ported thispro cedural action. Tyrone, wel-
come, will you be able to lead us in this
way?

TYRONE D. GORDON (Kan sas West):
I’[l try my best.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. We know you
can.

GORDON: Bishop. From the Local
Church Com mit teewe have sev eral items
to present. DCA p. 1846, Caendar Item
141, Peti tion 30976, and you'll dlso find it
in your Advance DCA p. 1138. Thecom mit-
teevotesnonconcur rencebecauseitisinvi-
olation of our trust laws.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, that is be fore
usfromcommittee. They havedeter mined
nonconcur rence. Isthereany debate?1fyou
support nonconcurrence you will vote 1,
press1whenthelight ap pears, if you do not
sustainthecom mit tee, press2. Pleasevote
when thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 852; No, 66]
Y ou have sup ported thecommit tee.

GORDON: DCA p. 1909, Cal endar Item
327, Peti tion 30320. You'll dsofindit on
your Advance DCA p. 1102. Thecommittee
voted con cur renceasamended and thishas
simply changedthepref aceprecedingpara
graph 201 to em phasize our Wesleyan tra
dition.

BISHOP PAUP: All right that is before
us, committee voting concurrence as
amended. Questions or statements. All
right, let uscast our vote. Press 1 if you sup-
port the com mit tee, 2 if you do not. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 881; No,
30] youdo sustainthecommittee.

Lo cal Church AccesstotheDisabled

GORDON: Under DCA p. no. 1909
you'll find Cal endar Item 328. It' sfoundin

your Advance DCA on p. 1140. The com-
mittee voted-or recommends concurrence
and it just simply says that the church
should eval u ate church prop erty and when
itisappli cable, planatimelineasto how to
goabout cor recting problemsof accessi bik
ity tothosewho aredisabled and wefelt that
thiswasajusticeissue.

BISHOP PAUP: All right the com mit tee
then moves con cur rence with amend ment.
Questions? State ments? | f you sup port the
com mit tee you will press 1 if you do not
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[ Yes, 900; No, 29] Y ou do sup port thecom
mittee.

GORDON: Also on your DCA p. 1909,
you'll find Calendar Item 329, Petition
31194. You'll also find it in your Advance
DCA on p. 1136. And the com mit teeisrec
ommending nonconcurrence in that this
mat ter istaken care of elsewhere.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. The com mit-
tee’ smotionisfor non con cur rence. Ques
tions?Statements?1f yousup port theaction
of thecom mit teeyou will press 1, if you do
not press 2. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. [ Yes, 900; No, 28] Y ou sup port the
committee’ sactionof nonconcurrence.

GORDON: On your DCA p. no. 1910,
you'll find Calendar Item 330, Petition
30881 andinyour AdvanceDCA you'll find
it on p. 1108. The commit teevoted-oris
recommending concurrence because the
current Discipline requires the pastor to
hold confir mationor mem ber ship classes
annually,andthisrequirementisunrealistic
for numerous of our small membership
churches when such classesare held ev ery
two or threeyears. And it re movestheterm
annually.

BISHOPPAUP: Thecommittee’ saction
iscon cur rence. Questionsor statements?1f
you support the action of the committee,
press 1 if you do not press 2. Please vote
when the light ap pears. [ Yes, 823; No, 97]
Y ou do sup port the com mit tee’' sac tion of
concurrence.

GORDON: On your DCA p. no. 1910,
you'll find Calendar Item 331, Petition
30138. You'll find it also in your Advance
DCA on p. 1109. The committee recom
mends nonconcurrence. The Discipline
paragraphisabout nurturinginactivemem
bers. How ever, thispeti tion adds specific
languageaboutelimi natingdiscrimination,
but this such-lan guage ap pears el sewhere.
In The Discipline and there fore seems un-
necessary atthispoint.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, committee's
action is nonconcurrence. Questions or
state ments? Press 1 if you sup port; 2if you
do not. Please vote when the light ap pears.

[Yes, 868; No, 62] You do support the
committee’'s recommendation of noncort
currence.

GORDON: Bishop, our last itemisfound
on DCA p. no. 1910, Ca endar Item 332, Pe
ti tion 30274. In you Advance DCA you'll
find it on 1111. The committee recom
mends con cur rencewhich just sim ply puts
the Discipline in line with where the pro-
gramal ready lies.

BISHOPPAUP: Committeerecommert
dation is for concurrence. Questions or
state ments. If you sup port the work of the
ac tion of the com mit tee, press 1, if you do
not press 2. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. [ Yes, 887; No, 28] Y ou do sup port
thecommittee' sactionof concurrence.

GORDON: Thank you, bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you, Tyrone and
theLocal Church. LetusnowturntoRobert
Hayesand of fi cersof Faith and Or der.

Faithand Or der Report

ROB ERT HAYES JR. (Texas): Bishop
and delegates to the General Conference.
The Legidative Committee on Faith and
Or der would like to bring be fore you to-
night fivepeti tionsfor your con sid er ation.
My nameisRob ert Hayes, Jr., and | serveas
the chair and Scott Jones serves as the vice
chair of this com mit tee. All of these peti-
tions can be found on p. 1908 of the DCA
and in the Advance DCA you can find this
first peti tionon p. 510. Thefirst Peti tionis
30135; p. 1908. This particular petition
dealswithchil dren’ senvi ronmental protec
tion. Thecom mit teerec om mendsnon cort
currence and this particular petitionisan
ef fortto safeguard chil drenfromanunsafe
environment and the recommends
noncon-

c urrence be cause much of thelan guageis
simi lar in other sectionsof the Discipline.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, and thisisaso
no.313.Recommendationof thecommittee
isnon con cur rence. Any questionsor state
ments? If you sup port thecom mit tee' srec-
ommendationof nonconcurrence, youwill
press 1, if you do not, press 2. Please vote
when thelight ap pears. [ Yes, 879; No, 55]
You sup port therec om men dation of nor+
concurrence.

HAYES: Thesecond peti tion canasobe
found on 1908, it is Caendar Item 316:
“Thepreventionof addictionandcareof ad
dicts.” That’ sPeti tion 30009. Thecommit-
tee rec om mends con cur rence as amended
anditlistsalsothewordingthatisin cluded
inthis: “free dom through Je sus Christ and
in finding good opportunities’ is the
amended sentence. Asl said, thecommittee
recommendsconcurrencewiththatchange.
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BISHOP PAUP: All right, the recom
mendation, concurrenceasamended. Ques
tionsor state ments? Press 1 if you sup port;
2 if you do not. Please vote when the light
appears.[ Yes, 907; No, 24] Y oudo sup port
theaction of thecommit tee.

HAYES: The third petitionisCal endar
Item 312 aso found on p. 1908. Petition
30058. It deals with “United Methodist
semi nariestocomplywithAmeri canswith
Disabilities Act by 2011 with no excep
tions.” The committee recommends non-
con cur renceand theratio naleisthat many
of our UnitedMethodist semi narieshavea
ready compliedwithAmericanDisabil ities
Act, and granting no ex cep tionsto some of
theolder building of our semi narieswould
place an un due hard ship upon them if they
arenot abletodothat. Andsothecommittee
recommendsnonconcur renceat thistime.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, you've heard
the committee recommendation of
non-concurrence. Any questions or state-
ments? If you sup port their action, press 1;
if you do not, press 2. Please vote when the
light ap pears. Y ou have sup ported their ac-
tion of non-concurrence. [Yes, 776; No,
152]

HAYES: Vicechair Scott Joneswill pres-
ent the other two and close us out for the
evening.

SCOTT JONES (North Texas): Bishop
and mem bersof the confer ence, | call your
at tention till on page 1908. The Cal en dar
Item 311, it rep re sents our ac tion on Peti-
tion 31665. You can find that in your Ad-
vanced DCA on p. 1284. Thecom mit tee's
recommendation is for nonconcurrence
leaving this first sub-paragraph of para-
graph 66 unchanged. The rationale being
that thiswastaken care of by other placesin
the Discipline.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, the commit
tee' srecommendation is nonconcurrence.
Questionsor statements?

If you sup port thecom mit tee, press1; if
you do not, press 2. Please vote when the
light ap pears. [ Yes, 896; No, 35] You do
support the committee’s recommendation
of nonconcurrence.

JONES: Onthesamepage, 1908, the Cal-
endar ItemisNo. 317. Thisrep re sentsour
work on Peti tion 31800. Y ou can find that
on page 1285 of your AdvanceDCA. Our
committee’'s recommendation is noncon
cur rence. Thisleaves un changed the sep &
ration of the two subparagraphs in
paragraph 66. Our ratio naleisthat the point
the maker of the petition was trying to
make, the same point is cared for very well
in other placesin theDiscipline and Book of
Resolutions.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, committee's
recommendationisnonconcur rence. Ques
tionsor statements?1f you sup port thecom
mit tee, press 1if youdo not, press2. Please
votewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 878; No,
51] Y oudosup portthecommittee’ srecom
mendationof nonconcurrence.

JONES: Bishop, that con cludesthe Faith
and Or der peti tionsand cal endar itemsfor
tonight.

BISHOPPAUP: Thank youtoRobert and
Scott, and to mem bers of the Faith and Or-
derLegislativeCommittee.

(Applause)

Letusnow movetoDisci pleship; Jeffrey
Greenway.

Disci pleshipCommitteeReport

JEFFREY E. GREENWAY (Western
Penn syl vania): Bishop Paup and mem bers
of the Genera Conference, we have five
calendar items for you this evening. The
first four are found on page 1907 in your
DCA. Page 1907, Ca endar Item 302; thelo-
cation in the Advance DCA is page 289.
ThisisPeti tionNo. 30081. Peti tion 30081.
This petition calls for an amendment to
paragraph 1115.7 to include the National
Associationof Annual Confer enceDirec
tors of Lay Speaking. The committee has
recommended nonconcurrence. Our ratio-
naleisthat thisor gani zationisarel atively
new or gani zation. It hasnot yet been given
af fil i ate statuswith the Gen eral Board of
Disci pleship. Therefore, placingthatinthis
locationinthe Discipline would be pre ma
ture at thistime. On be half of the com mit
tee, | movenonconcurrence.

BISHOP PAUP: Committee’s recom
mendationisnonconcurrence. Questionsor
statements?Y es, please, intheback, yel low
card, mike 5. Yes, please, mike 5. Let’stry
once again, please, mike 5. Let's
move—can you move across to mike 6,
please? Thank you.

LEE HOSKINS (K an sas East): Bishop, |
speakinopposi tiontotherecommendation
of the legislativecommittee. TheGeneral
Con fer ence has done much thissession to
affirm the lay speakingministriesand set
the path way for the next quadren nium. It's
essential thatweaf firmthebudding Assock
ation of Conference Directors of Lay
Spesking and providethemwithavaluable
link through which they can sharein for ma
tion and re sources, not only be tween them-
selves but through the General Board of
Disci pleship, eventhoughthey areyoungin
nature at thistime. Thank you.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you. You have
heard this speech against therec om men da
tion of thiscommittee. | sthereaspeechthat

favorstherecommendationof thecommit
tee? All right, seeing no oth ers, Jeffrey, do
you wishto make afi nal state ment?

GREENWAY : Y es, thiswasdis cussed at
great extentinour legislativecom mit tee.
Thetimingof this—I believethat acrossthe
boardthere’ saf firmationfortheministry of
lay speak ing. Thetiming of this, though, is
that thisor gani zation has not yet been ap-
provedasandf fil i ateof theBoard of Disci-
pleship. And thisparagraph speaksto—the
only other specificentity mentionedinthis
paragraph is the National Association of
Annual Confer encelLay Leaders, whichis
anap proved &f fil i ate. Andwethought that
thetimingshouldbe*” &f fil i atestatus,” prob
ably whentheBoard of Disci pleshipmeets
this fall, and then we would come back in
thefutureandrevisitthisat another General
Confer ence. Thusour motion.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, again, therec-
ommendation of thecommitteeisnon con
curence.  If  you support  their
recommendation, press1; if youdonot sup
port it, press 2. Please vote when the light
appears.[ Yes, 590; No, 341] Y ou have sup-
portedtherecommendationfor nonconcur
rence.

GREENWAY : Remaining on page 1907,
Cal endar Item No. 303; thelo cationinthe
AdvanceDCA ispage 283. ThisisPeti tion
No. 30439. Thiswas apeti tion to re move
paragraph num ber 629.7 be cause of du pli-
cate information. The committee recom
mendsnonconcurrence, andourrationaleis
that the com mit tee did not agreethat thisis
al dupli catematerial andthat therewould
be some es sencelost if we wereto re move
this paragraph at this time. Therefore, |
maovenonconcurrence.

BISHOPPAUP: Recommendationof the
committee is for nonconcurrence. Ques-
tions or state ments from the floor? Seeing
none, if you sup port thecommit tee, press1;
if you do not, press 2. Please vote when the
light ap pears. [ Yes, 903; No, 32] You do
support the committee’s recommendation
of nonconcurrence.

GREENWAY : Remaining on page 1907,
Cal endar ItemNo. 305; thisisfoundinyour
Advance DCA page 278. Petition No.
30894. This is a petition to amend para-
graph 270, which is con cerned for the lay
speakingministry. Thecommit teerec om-
mendscon cur rence. Therationaeisthat it
callsforcommit mentto Scripture, doctrine,
heritage, organization, and life of The
United Methodist Churchfor lay speak ers.
Therefore, | moveconcurrence.

BISHOP PAUP: You've heard the rec-
ommendationof thecommitteefor concur
rence. Questions, statements from the
floor?1f you sup porttherecommendation,
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plesse press 1; if you do not, please press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
835; No, 91] Y ouhavesupportedtheaction
of thecommitteefor concur rence.

GREENWAY: Remaining on the same
page, 1907, Cal endar Item 304; thisap pears
in your DCA onpage1273. ThisisPeti tion
No. 31917. Thisisapeti tiontoamend para
graph 273. The committee recommends
nonconcur rence. Our rational eisthat weaf-
firmtheministry of the bap tized. Weaso
ap preci atetheway that therecent training
hasaf firmed and ex panded theministry of
lay speak ing; but we were not will ing to
changetheref er encefrom“lay speaker” to
“lay minister.” Therefore, | move con cur-
rence. Nonconcurrence,sorry.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. Yessir, thank
you. Once again, the recommendation of
thecommitteeisfornonconcurrence. Ques
tions or state ments from the floor? If you
sup port their rec om men dation, press1; if
you do not, press 2. Please vote when the
light ap pears.[ Yes, 825; No, 95] You have
supported the committee’s recommenda
tionof nonconcurrence.

GREENWAY:: Our final caendar item
for to night isfound on page num ber 1835,
1835. Thisis Cal endar Item No. 12. Let's
take just amo ment to turn that page, 1835,
Cal endar ItemNo. 12. Thisisfoundinyour
Advance DCA, p. no 282. This is Petition
No.30434. It' sa, aspeti tionto amend T no.
629.1band 2a. Thecommitteerecommends
concurrenceasamended. Therationalewas
that-there were persons in the committee
that believed that age level and lifespan
were both necessary in this language.
Thereforel moveconcur renceasamended.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, the recom
mendationof thecommitteeisconcurrence
asamended. Questionsor state mentsfrom
thefloor?If yousup porttheirrecommenda
tion, please press 1; if you do not, press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
904; No, 27] You do support the recom
mendationof thecommittee.

GREENWAY : Bishop Paup, that con-
cludestheDisci pleshipCommittee’ scal en
dar itemsfor thisevening.

PAUP: Thank you, Jeffery, and thank you
to the legidative Committee on Disciple
ship.

(Applause)
Mary Daffin Elected to Judi cial Council

I’m told that we have abal lot to re port.
ThisisJudi cial Council bal lotno. 3.[Valid
votes, 2726; valid bal lots, 925, need to el ect
454; invalidbal lots, 16

(Applause)

Thereisanelection.

(Applause)

Mary Daffin is elected with 529 votes.
Yes, please?|’ mreadingthereport. Let me,
let me com plete the read ing of the re port.
Let's hear, then, the num ber of votes re-
ceived by other per sons. Rodolfo Beltran,
417; JamesHolsinger, 338; Sally Geis,298;
Paul Ervin, 238; Jon Gray, 207; Mark Loud
,174; Daniel Ev ans, Jr., 92; Wil liam White,
69; Ed ward Hill, 65; Evelyn Peter son, 58;
Dan iel lvey-Soto, 49; Lonnie Brooks, 35;
James Lamark Cox, Sr., 35; Os car Ferrer,
33; Anne Saunkeah, 31; Clark Williams,
17; Theopelous Gambe, 16; Steven Lett,
16; Wil liamTodd Jr., 9. Isthisregardingthe
bal lot re port? All right. Please, mike 6.

DAN IEL IVEY-SOTO (New Mex ico): |
with-1 wishto with draw my namefrom fur-
ther consider ationfor theJudi cial Council.
I'm, | have, uptill now, beenno. 14. When|
arrived at the General Conference | was
asked by the Hispanic Cau cusif | would
place my name in nomination. There's
never beenaHispanicontheGeneral Coun
cil—on the Judicial Council. However,
givenwherethegeneral bal lotingisgoing, |
un der stand that that will wait at |east one
morequadrennium, and | wishtofacil i tate
other peoplegetting el ected, and asaresult
would like to with drawal my name. Thank
you.

BISHOP PAUP: All right! Thank you
very much. Yes, please.

(Applause)

Mike 5, doesthisaso relateto the bal lot
report?

CHARLES SCHUSTER (Rocky Moun-
tain): Y es. there are six teen of uswho con-
tinue—

BISHOP PAUP: Ex cuse me, sir. Would
you please give us your name and con fer-
ence?

SCHUSTER: I’'m from the Rocky Mour+
tain Con fer ence—whereyou used to be.

(Laughter)

| haveaquestion about thesix teenvot ers
who con tinue to make the same mistakein
sofar as| might be one of them. Could there
besomeex planation astowhat that is?

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you. Wewill, we
will re search that and, and try to get an an-
swer for you very quickly. Let’spro ceedto
the clergy. We're trying to get an answer
aroundtheinvalidbal lots. If you couldgive
usjust amo ment. Itisap par ent that thein-
valid bal lots, at least for some, are be ing

created by vot ing for the same per son each
time. Y ou may only votefor one per sonone
time. It inval i datesit if you vote for that
same per son asec ond and/or athird time.

All right, wearegoingto pro ceed now to
elect, electtworemaininglay per sonstothe
Ju di cia Coun cil. And so you will seethe
screentwice. Y ou seethescreen now before
us. Please vote when the light apears.

All right, wewill seethe screen asec ond
time, and pleasemakeyour deci sionfor the
next person you wish to cast a vote for.
Please vote when the light ap pears.

LarryPickensElectedto Judi cial Council

All right, wewill now pro ceed to re port
on the clergy ballot for Judicial Council.
Y ouwill see onthe screen valid votes 1865,
valid bal lots 940, needed to elect 466, in-
valid 9. There is one election. With 479
votes Larry Pickensis elected. Con tinuing
theread ing, Keith Boyette 361, The o dore
Wadter 297, Jane Tews 250 Susan
Henry-Crowe 156, Belton Joy ner 83, Rob-
ert Sweet 69, Philip Fenn 40, LindaThomas
31, Frank Davies 25, Ralph Laurence Dill
Il 21, Elsie Crickard 19, Francine Tay -
lor-Thirus 18, Thomas Grif fith 10, Thomas
Shanklin 6.

Wewill now pro ceed to votefor 1 clergy
mem ber, 1 clergy mem ber for an eight year
termontheJudi cial Council. Let’ shavethe
screen be fore us again. We may still bere-
moving Larry Pickens. May we have the
slate of nominees without Larry’s name,
please. We have lost more than Larry’s
name.

All right. Now you have be fore you the
slateof nomi neesmi nusthe nameof Larry
Pickens, who is now elected. Y ou will vote
this time for 1, 1 only please. Please vote
when thelight ap pears. Bal lot no. 4 for the
Judi cial Council isnow closed. Let usnow
continuewithcal endaritemsandwewillin
viteGlobal Ministries. ChristineKeelsand
of fi cersof Global Ministries.

CHRISTINEKEELS(Bal ti more- Wash
ington): Bishop, theL egislativeCommittee
on Globa Min istries was very blessed to
have the pres ence of Y oungsook Kang our
vicechair. Y oungsook assumed there spon-
s bil ity of track ing peti tionswithinthecom:
mittee as well as the Committee on
Ref er ence. To night shewill bepresenting
from p. 1848.

CommitteeOnGlobal MinistriesReport

YOUNGSOOK KANG (Rocky Moun-
tain): Good evening, Bishop and del egates.
Thiseveningonbehalf of LegislativeCom
mittee on Global Ministries we will be
bring ing to you three cal en dar items. First
of all, let me just point out one cor rec tion
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that has been made in your DCArelatedto
Global Ministriespeti tions. If youturntop.
1957, 1957, on the top part of the left hand
column, you see Globa Ministries under
there you will see corrections made. We
even have an apol ogy for this. Thank you.

Now we'll belook ing at cal en dar items
beginningwith Cal endar Items 169, please
turntop. 1848, Cal endar Item 159, Peti tion
30864. SubjectisCommu nitiesof Shalom.
Thefull textisfound in your AdvanceDCA
blue book p. 878. The committeerecom
mendsto continue—thecommitteerecom
mendsconcur rence, therationalebeing, we
feel thatitisessential tocontinuetheimple
mentation of communi tiesof Shalom. Our
recommendationisconcur rencewitharef-
er enceto GCF&A, and | so move, Bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. So your rec-
ommendationiscon cur renceandthenref-
er encetoGenera Council and Fi nanceand
Administration. Questions or statements
from thefloor? All right, if you sup port the
committee, please press 1, if you do not
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
Y oudo sup porttherecommendationof the
committee] Yes, 902; No, 35].

RelationshipWithIglesiaMethodista
dePuerto Rico Ex tended

KANG: Thank you. Thenextitemisalso
found on the same p. 1848, Cal en dar Item
162. In the middle column of the page.
Peitition 30866, subjectis, “Ex tend Pro vi-
sions for Relationship with Iglesia
Metodista de Puerto Rico.” The full textis
found in your Advance DCA p. 882. The
committee recommends concurrence, the
rationalebeingthat wefeel itisimportantto
extendtherelationshipbetween TheUnited
Methodist Church and the Autonomous
Meth odist Churchof Puerto Ricofor thead
ditional quadrennium. Our recommenda
tion is concurrence with reference to
GCF&A, and | so move, Bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you. Again, the
committee’ srecommendationconcurrence
with ref er enceto Gen eral Coun cil on Fi-
nance and Administration. Questions or
statementsfromthefloor. If you sup portthe
com mit tee press 1, if you do not press 2.
Please votewhen thelight ap pears. Y ou do
sup portthecommittee[ Yes, 876; No, 52].

KANG: Thank you. Thenextitemisalso
found on the same page. P. 1848, Cal en dar
Item 163. It isright be low the item that we
just dealt with, Peti tion 30862, subjectis,
“Programon Sub stance Abuseand Related
Violence.” If you'dliketo seethefull peti-
tion please go to your AdvanceDCA p. 875.
Thecommitteerecommendscon cur rence,
theratio nalebeing that wefedl itisim por-
tant to continuethe pro gram of sub stance

abuse and related vi o lence that have pro-
vided the ministry of healing, hope and
health for the last quadren nium. Now the
committeerecommendsconcur rencewitha
reference to GCF&A and | so move,
Bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. Again, the
committee recommendation concurrence
with ref er enceto Gen eral Coun cil and Fi-
nance and Administration. Questions or
state ments from the floor? If you sup port
thecommit tee, pleasepress1, if youdo not
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
Y oudo sup porttherecommendationof the
committee[ Yes, 894; No, 34].

KANG: This concludes our report on
Globa Ministriesfor tonight. Thank you.

BISHOP PAUP: Y oungsook, Christine,
andLegislativeCommitteeonGlobal Min
istries. Thank you very much. Let us now
turntotheL egislative Committeeon Cor+
ferences. Charles Courtoy and other of fi-
cers. Whilethey are coming—they are now
here. Thank you very much Charles.

Reportof CommitteeonConfer ence

CHARLES COURTOY  (Florida):
Bishop, I'm Charles Courtoy, Chair of the
CommitteeonConfer ences, andtonightto
pres ent two items is our vice-chair Donde
Ashmos. Donde?

DONDE ASHMOS (Southwest Texas):
Bishop, membersof theconfer ence, | di rect
your at ten tion to—we bring you two items
tonight. | di rect your at tentiontop. 1906in
the DCA, calendar Item 297, Petition
30936. Number 30936t isat thebot tom I eft
hand side of the page. The full text can be
found on p. 169 of the AdvanceDCA.

BISHOP PAUP: Caendar Item 297, is
that cor rect?

ASHMOS: Cal endar Item 297. The sub-
ject of thishasto do with pro hibiting gen-
eral agency staff from lobbying genera
conference. Our committee recommends
nonconcur rence. Therationalewasthat the
information that we receive from boards
and agenciesishelpful.

BISHOP PAUP: All right, thecom mit tee
recommendation is for nonconcurrence.
Questions or state ments on the floor? All
right if you sup port the com mit teerec om-
mendation, please press 1, if you do not,
press 2. Please vote when thelight ap pears.
[Yes, 719; No, 204] Y ou havesup ported the
recommendationofthecommittee.

ASHMOS: Our next item is also on p.
1906 in the DCA, Cal endar Item 298 right
next to the one that you just looked at. This
isPeti tion 31515. Thefull text can befound
on p. 171 of the AdvanceDCA. This hasto
do with “Gen eral church agency should be

disci plined if it makes state mentsthat are
contrary to the Book of Discipline.” Our
committee recommended nonconcurrence
andtherationalewasthat woul dbedif fi cult
tomonitorandreally notnecessary any way.

BISHOPPAUP: All right, thecommit tee
recommendation is for nonconcurrence.
Questions or state mentsfrom the floor? If
yousupportthecommittee’' srecommenda
tion please press 1, if you do not press 2.
Please vote when the light appears. [ Yes,
654; No, 277] All right, you havesup ported
the committee’s recommendationof non-
concurrence.

ASHMOS: Thank you, Bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: To Donde and Charles
and Legidative Committee on Confer
ences, thank you very much.

(Applause)

Let measkif thePresiding Of fi cersCom-
mittee has a report for us tonight? Yes,
please. We would like to see you up at, up
front, Paul. Come all the way up. (Pause)
Please give your attention to Paul
Extrum-Fernandez, who chairs our Com-
mitteeon Presiding Of fi cers. Paul.

Bishops Sprague, Nacpil, and Dew
toPresideon Tuesday

PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Cd
for niacNe vada): Thank you, Bishop Paup,
delegates. It's my pleasure to announce
who will be presiding for tomorrow’s
morningsession, af ter noonsession, aswell
asevening session. Bishop Jo seph Sprague
of theChi cago Areawill bepresidingat our
morning session. Bishop Emerito Nacpil
fromthe ManilaAreawill be presiding at
theaf ter noon session. And Bishop Wil liam
Dew fromthe Phoenix Areawill bepresid-
ing at the eve ning session. Thank you.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you very much,
Paul. Thank you for the work of your com-
mittee. Wedohaveabal |ot report ready for
us. (Pause) All right, let's hear the lay re-
port. We' reyet voting for two. Report back
on bal ot no. 4. (Pause) All right, you will
see valid votes, 1,845; valid balots, 932;
needed to elect, 461; invalid balots, 10.
There is no elec tion. Let me give you the
count. Rodolfo Beltran, 448; James
Holsinger, 346; Sally Geis, 282; Paul Ervin,
218; John Gray, 179; Mark Loud, 79; Dan-
iel F.Evans, Jr, 66; Edward Hill, 37; Evelyn
Catterson, 35; Wil liam White, 31; Lonnie
Brooks, 22; Oscar Ferrer, 21; James
Lamark Cox, Sr, 18; Ann Saunkeah, 17;
Theophelous Gambe, 13; Ste phen Lett, 13;
Clark Williams, 7; William Todd, Jr, 6;
Mary Daffin . . .
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(Laughter)

| be lieve you need to dis re gard the last
two. If | re mem ber, Mary was elected and
wehad onewithdrawal.

All right. Let’s proceed for lay ballots.
You'reyet vot ing for two. Thistime, asthe
screen ap pears, we' revot ing for one of the
list. Please take a mo ment. (Pause) Deter-
mine the one for whom you wish to vote.
Pleasevotewhenthelight ap pears. (Pause)
Thescreenwill ap pear an other timefor our
next vote. For thesec ondtime, thelistisbe
fore us. You need to select one ad di tional
per son now, an other per son fromthislist.
Please vote when the light ap pears.

All right. I'm going to turn now to the
clergy bal lot re sults. Bal lot no. 4. (Pause)
Can we get the screen ahead of thisonethat
indi catesnum ber needed for election? We
won't get it thistime, isthat cor rect—when
we're voting for one? (Pause) All right.
Since we need a majority, you will note
thereisnoelection.

Let me read the results. Keith Boyette,
344; Jane Tews, 265; Theodore Walter,
114; Su san Henry-Crowe, 99; Belton Joy-
ner, 32; Rob ert Sweet Jr, 32; Philip Fenn,
16; Elsie Crickard, 10; Linda Thomas, 10;
Frank Davies, 6; Francine Tay lor-Thirus, 5;
Ralph Lawrence Dill 1ll, 4; Thomas
Shanklin, 3; Thomas Griffith, 1; Larry
Pickenshasal ready been elected.

Now we will have the screen before us
again. Youarevotingfor one. (Pause) If we
may havethescreen. Thedlateof nomi nees,
please. There we are. You are votingfor
one. (Pause) Please vote when the light ap-
pears. All right, bal ot no. 5 thenis closed.
I’m going to suggest now that we take a
15-minutebreak. If youwill, please, return
at tenmin utes'til the hour. Thank you very
much.

(Snging)

BISHOP PAUP: WE€'ll sing that verse
again, in a moment, but we do know that
there are some health con cernsin the body.
We know that we don’t have time now to
namethemall. Y ouwill want tolift them, of
course, inyour heart and minds. Wedo wel-
come back Bishop Sharon Rader. So thank-
ful that she's out of the hos pi tal and back
withus. Weasowant tohave Car olyngive
usaword about Tom Matheny, so please, if
you will hear from her.

Prayer for Tom Matheny

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Even in the
midst of our cel ebrationandrejoicingandin
themid dle of our singing weread ize that
there are per sonshere, and per sons ab sent
from us, be cause of major con cernsei ther

forthemselvesortheirfamilies. Y ester day,
no Sat ur day, the an nounce ment was made
that if you wanted greet ings sent from the
Confer ence, if youwould passanotetothe
secretary’ sdesk, hereat thefront, wewould
see that was done. There's one particular
one that at this time Bishop Paup has al-
lowed us, and wanted that we bring to your
at tention, to the at ten tion of al of us. And
that isthe se vereill ness of Tom Matheny.
Tomserved asthepresi dent of the Judi cial
Council. Wearenow in the pro cess of vot
ing for new mem bersof the Ju di cial Coun
cil to fill sev eral classes, both in lay and
clergy or ders. And so, be cause of the fact
that Tomisnot withusbecauseof hisill ness
andinrec og ni tion of the ser vicewhich he
has given across a good many years, not
only asapresi dent and mem ber of the Ju di
cia Council butinother arenasof service, |
would move that this body, along with the
Council of Bishops, send our love and
prayersand con cernto Tom Matheny.

BISHOP PAUP: All right. If you would
sup port, would you lift ahand, please? All
right, you have sup ported. Let’ sjoin hands,
if we could, and take mo ment for prayer.

(Music, prayer,singing)
(Music)

Thank you very much. We have a chal-
lenge beforeus. We have about 30 min utes
of thisevening of busi nessremaining, and
thechal lengeisto elect the mem bersof the
Judi cial Council beforewegohomeforthe
night. | think you can do it.

Rodolfo Beltran Elected
toJudicial Council

All right. We have some ballot results
now be fore us. You re cal that you have
elected onelayperson al ready. Valid votes,
1,839; and thevalid num ber of bal lots, 924;
neededtoelect, 460; invalidbal lots, 21. We
will researchthat.

(Applause)
(ReadsElection)

Rodolfo Beltran.
(Applause)

you have elected. And | failed to rec og-
nize these per sons be fore. Is Mary Daffin
here? Is Rodolfo here? Oh, there's Mary.
Allright. Mary, wewant torec og nizeyou at
thistime.

(Applause)

Mary waselected ear lier. Mary, con grat
ulations.

(Applause)

Okay, is Rodolfo here aswell? All right.
Now, let's continue with the reading of
votesreceived. JamesHolsinger, 378; Sally
Geis, 334; Paul Ervin, 216; John Gray, 160;
Danid F. Ev ans, J, 57; Mark Loud, 46; Ed-
ward Hill, 30; Evelyn Lynn Catterson, 26;
Lonnie Brooks, 24; Wil liam White, 24; Os
car Ferrer, 15; James Lamark Cox, Sr., 14;
Ann Saunkeah, 7; Steven Lett, 6;
Theophelous Gambe, 4; Wil liam Todd, Jr,
3; Clark Wil liams, 3. Now the rea son the
names ap pear isthat these per sonsare still
receiving votes, and so that's why their
names ap pear even though one was el ected
and onewith drew. Y es?doesthis?isthisin
regardtothebal loting?Pleasegotomike4.

PAUL ERVIN (North Geor gia): | really
appreci atethehonor that theconfer encehas
given mefor thiselec tion, but | would like
to request withdrawal and ask the folks
who've been vot ing for meto find an other
wonder ful candi date. Thank you.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you, Paul. Thank
you very much.

(Applause)

I’m go ing to ask that we pro ceed to the
next bal lot for thelay mem bersof the Ju di-
cia Coun cil. You are vot ing for one. We
will receivethe screen with the slate of can
di dates. We' renot candi dates.

(Laughter)

Is the screen ready, please? I'm told
they’ retry ingto eraseyour name, Paul, and,
this may be tak ing just amo ment. Asthe
screen ap pears, let meremind you that hav-
ing el ected two lay mem bers now to the Ju-
dicial Council you will be electing one
addi tionally, and soyouwill bevoting for
one. You have the screen now be fore you.
Please take amo ment to study the nameson
the screen. All right, please vote when the
light ap pears. Now you will note that we
have to ex ceed 50% for an elec tion. | am
toldthatitwill bepossi blefor ustodo some
continual vot ing un til aper son is elected;
be causenow you arevotingfor oneandthe
resultsap pear automat i cally. May | ask if
you arewill ing to continueto stay with lay
bal lotsuntil the next lay per soniselected?

CONGREGATION:Yes!

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you for the af fir-
mation. Let’s have the screen again. Yes,
please, mike 1.

JONR. GRAY (Missouri West): | wishto
thank theCouncil of Bishopsfor their nomi-
nation. I’d like to with draw my name and
ask the del e gates to find some other good
candi datetovotefor.
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BISHOP PAUP: Jon, thank you. Jon Gray
iswith draw ing. Thank you, Jon.

If we can have the screen at least with the
resultsbeforeussothat wecan seethat once
again. Well, that does not give us the re-
sults, but perhaps—Are you willing to
move ahead and cast an other bal lot?

All right, you find the names now be fore
you. You arevoting for one per son. Please
takeamomenttoreflectontheseremaining
names. All right, please vote when the light
ap pears. Are we ableto pull the lay screen
back again? There it is. Take a moment.
James Holsinger, 449; Saly Geis, 384;
James Lamark Cox, Sr., 20; Mark Loud, 16;
Evelyn Caterson, 11; Edward Hill, 11; Wil-
liam White, 9; Rodolfo has already been
elected; LonnieBrooks, 8; Daniel Ev ans, 5;
Oscar Ferrer, 5; Ann Saunkeah, 5. And
we'll ask for the screen again for lay can di-
datesfor theJudi cial Council.

Onceagain, youarevotingfor one. Please
take amo ment to reflect on the per son for
whom you wish to vote. Please vote when
the light ap pears. Let me read thisfor you.
James Holsinger, 473; Saly Geis, 404;
James Lamark Cox, Sr., 18; Mark Loud, 9;
Lonnie Brooks, 5; Evelyn Caterson, 5; Wil-
liamWhite, 5; Daniel F.Evans, Jr., 4; Oscar
Ferrer, 4; Theophelous Gambe, 2; Ed ward
Hill, 2; Anne Saunkeah, 2; Ste ven Lett, 1;
Wil liam Todd, 1; Clark Wil liams, 1. Yes,
please? Question?Mike 3.

JOHN HOR TON (South Geor gia): The
per cent agesthat areshown onthescreenin
cludethein valid votes of per sonsal ready
elected. If those num bers where taken out
be causethey’reinvalid, that would change
theper centagefigures. If wecal culate, sub
tract ing those, it may be that we have an
electiononthelast bal lot.

BISHOPPAUP: Arethetell ersprepared
to help us with this? Let’s check the num-
bers again. Can we pull up that screen
please? Doweknow if the949isin clu sive
of dl thebal lotscast?Isitinclusive, there
fore, of invalidbal lots?

Let me test the will of the body. Would
you pro ceed to take an other
ball ot?

RESPONSE: Yes.

James Holsinger Elected
toJudi cial Council

BISHOP PAUP: All right. I'm going to
ask usto pro ceed for an other bal |ot. Would
you bring the screen back please? All right.
The screen is be fore us. Please take a mo-
ment to re flect on these per sons. And now
votewhen thelight ap pears.

(Applause)

With 501 votes, you have elected James
Holsinger. Is, is he here?

(Applause)

All right, thank you. And now I’'m going
to ask that we pro ceed to the clergy bal lot.
Didwehavearesult onthelast bal lot? All
right. We're go ing to vote for one. We're
go ing to vote for one. If you re call, on the
clergy, we're voting for one for an
eight-year term. And then we will have one
ad di tional to elect for afour-year term. Par-
don? Mike 7.

PHIL GRANGER (North Indiana):
Bishop, | believewedid not haveareport of
thelast bal lot for clergy.

Keith Boyette Elected to Judi cial Council

BISHOP PAUP: All right. That was my
question aswell. Isthere are port? Thank
you. Keith Boyette, 407; Jane Tews, 314;
Theodore Walters, 69; Susan
Henry-Crowe, 61; Robert Sweet, 25;
Belton Joyner, 23; Philip Finn, 9; Linda
Thomas, 7; Frank Davies, 6; Elsie Crickard,
4; Thomas Griffith, 4; Francine Tay-
lor-Thirus, 3. And now if we may have the
screen back listing your can di datesfor the
Judicial Council. You will be voting for
one, for one please. And now vote when the
light appears. TheresultsareK eith Boyette,
463; Jane Tews, 360; TheodoreWal ter, 40;
SusanHenry-Crowe, 31; Belton Joy ner, 14;
Rob ert Sweset, 13; Elsie Crickard, 7; Linda
Thomas, 5; Frank Davies, 4; Thomas Grif-
fith, 4; Philip Finn, 3; Thomas Shanklin, 2;
Ralph Lawrence Dill, 1; Francine Tay -
lor-Thirus, 1.

May we have the screen please? Can di-
datesfor theJudi cial Council. Votingagain
for one. Please take amo ment to reflect on
the names. Please vote when the light ap-
pears.

(Applause)

You have elected Keith Boyette. I'd like
to havethe screen held for amo ment though
please. Is Keith here? All right. Let’s pro-
ceed though, be cause we do have one more
election. Let meseetheresults. Jane Tews,
355; Theodore Walter, 23; Susan
Henry-Crowe, 20; Belton Joy ner, 13; Rob-
ert Sweet, 13; Elsie Crickard, 3; Frank
Davies, 3; LindaThomas, 3; Philip Finn, 2;
Thomas Griffith, 1; Thomas Shanklin, 1;
Ralph Lawrence—all right, these with 0.
Now, we'll pull the screen back another
time.

L et usbereminded that weare now elect
ing one additional clergy person for a
four-year term—one clergy for afour-year

term. | believeit'stak ingamo ment to re-
move Keith Boyette's name, and then we
should re ceive the screen again with there-
maining names. All right, you now havebe
foreustheremaining names. We'regoing
to be, again, electing one, one only, a
four-year term. Takeamo ment to study the
screen. And now please vote when thelight

appears.
(Applause)

You have elected Jane Tews. With 517
votes, you have elected Jane Tews. Is Jane
here?

(Applause)

I’'mgoingtoask, if | may, if these per sons
who we have elected and are in the hall
would please comefor ward at thistimethat
we might recognize them. Would you
pleasecomefor ward?

(Applause)

| am go ing to ask that the cur rent mem-
bersof theJu di cial Council comeandjoin
their new col leagues here on the plat form
and | am goingto haveamo ment wherewe
can al enter into prayer thanksgiving to
God. I'mtold Rodolfoiscoming. Oh, won-
derful, come on Rodolfo, welcome, con-
gratulations!

(Applause, prayer, ap plause)

| am now goingto turnto Car o lyn Mar-
shall for somecon cludingannouncements.

CARLOLYNMARSHALL:YesBishop,
| believe thereisonly oneto night. What a
record. Therewill benolegislativecommit
tee meetings this evening following ad-
journment. (applause) Hear the rest of it.
(laughter) We have are duced staff of inter-
preters and they have been translatingall
day and evening and we have been in-
formed that they are ex hausted. We need
them to be fresh to mor row. We need all of
usto befreshto mor row, too. Weregret any
in conveniencethismay cause. And aswas
announced by the agenda and calendar
committee, legislativecommittees will be
meet ing to mor row if your arenot finished
with your work from 1:30-3:30 with the ex-
ceptionof Higher Educationand Ministry
which desires to be gin at 1:00. That's it,
Bishop.

BISHOP PAUP: Thank you very much.
Now let me share with you that there are
still al ter natesto be elected to the Ju di cial
Council. But you have done so well to night
in elect ing the mem bersto the coun cil that
wearenot goingtodothat yet thisevening,
but in stead | send you to your rooms with
thanksgiving for a wonder ful day. Thank
you for theway you co op er ated thisnight.
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Have a restful night and we'll see you at
8:00tomor row morning. Godblessyouall.

Tuesday Morning
May 9, 2000

(Bishop Joseph C. Sprague, presiding)

(Applause)
(Song)

STEPHEN D. BRYANT (Pub lisher, The
Upper Room): Be good stew ards of God's
manifold grace using whatever God has
given usto the glory God.

| brought alot of stuff withmeto General
Conference, and perhaps you did too. |
brought a lot of clothes, | brought a lot of
doc umentsand books, and | brought 4 or 5
pairsof reading glasses—and |’ veonly lost
20r3

(Laughter)

usingupwhat | brought. Butthismessage
this morn ing, both word and in dance, re-
mindsmethat God hasgiven ussomethings
to bring as well; and that each of us co mes
bear ing gifts—giftsof God' sgrace. And I’ d
liketoinviteyouthismorningto, tonot for-
get that God has given you something to
bring, and if you haven’'t used it yet, you
have afew days till.

What isthe gift that God has given you to
bringtothisconfer ence?What gift of grace
tothiscommunity? Andwhat isthegift that
God has given us asapeo ple called Meth-
odistsfor thisworld?

Let's take a moment this morning in
prayer and discernment to reflect, first of
al, on what is the gift that God has given
youto bring to thiscon fer ence. What isthe
gift that you bring? Is it the gift of per sua-
sionor speech?Or isitthegift of alistening
heart? Per haps at this point in the con fer-
enceit’sthe gift of for bear ance or agift of
for givenessor anabil ity tospeak thetruthin
love.

And what is the grace? What is the gift
that God has given usto giveto the world?
That' s the ques tion this week. What is the
gift that God has given us to give to the
world?| want toin viteyou to take one min-
uteto turnto aper son and shareare sponse
that co mesto mind with re gardsto the gift
that you bring, or the gift that we, in fact,
have been given to give to the world. And
help each other identify what that is this
morning. Just share for just amo ment, and
then we'll closein prayer.

(Pausefor shar ing)

Let’s bring our shar ing to aclose and be
si lent for justamo ment andjointo getherin
prayer. Let uslisten to God for what God
would say to us about what God wants usto
give, what God isgiv ing usto share.

(Prayer)

Gracious God, you have blessed us with
your life in and through Je sus Christ, and
you've given us even more than were ally
need to live our lives; but you’ ve given us
just what we need to live your life for the
sake of theworld. Help usto day to be good
stew ardsof your mani fold grace, of al that
you have given usto give, and all you have
blessed usto be. Inthename of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

BISHOP C. JOSEPH SPRAGUE: All
right, thank you. AsMary Al iceMassey and
Fitz ger ald Reist come, we' rereminded that
wor ship hasto do not with what we el ther
think or feel but rather wor ship has to do
with the worthship of God and with our
abil i tiesto sing praises through words and
throughwonder ful actionssuchasthedanc
ers we experienced this morning. We're
grate ful that the worthship of God was ac-
knowl edged in ac tion, word, and song this
morn ing. Thanks to the wor ship team and
particularly to our preacher of themorning.
MaryAlice.

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Good morning Bishop Sprague and del e
gates. Thismorningit'smy privilegetoin
tro duce Hee-Soo Jung who isthe vice-chair
of the Agenda Com mit tee who will be pre
sent ing the agenda. Hee-So0?

HEE-SOO JUNG (Wisconsin): Thank
you. Bishop Sprague and council bishops
and all mem bersof thedel egation. Onbe
half of the AgendaCom mit teel present our
agendato day, whichisprintedinp. 2into-
day’sDCA, vol. 4, no. 7.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. The
agendaisbeforeus. Let ushemindful aswe
preparetovotethat itisTuesday. Fri day’s
com ing as we adopt the agenda. It will be
theor der of theday. That meanswe rebind
ingour selvestoit. Asmany aswould ac cept
the agenda, please vote when the light ap-
pears. [Yes, 698; No, 7] All right, the
agendaisover whelmingly adopted. Let us
go.

Consent Cal endarsA03, B03, C03
Approved

FITZGERALD REIST: Good morning.
Please turn in your Daily Christian Advo-
catefor Monday, May 8, 2000, val. 4, no. 6,
to p. 1963. Thethird Con sent Cal en dar be
ginsthere. On page 1963 con sent cal endar

AO03 begins with Caendar Item 333. On
page 1965 Cal endar Items354 and 355 have
beenremoved at therequest of del egates.
HEE-SOO JUNG (Wisconsin): Bishop|
movetheap proval of the con sent cal endar
A03withtheex ception noted.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right it is prop-
erly before us. Please vote accordingly
when thelight ap pears.

Allrightitisadopted.[ Yes, 748; No, 12]

REIST: On page 1970, con sent cal endar
B03 beginswith Cal endar Item 405. There
areno changesto con sent cal en dar BO3.

BISHOPSPRAGUE: All rightitisbefore
uspleasevotewhenthelight ap pears. [ Yes,
801; No, 8] All right it is adopted. Thank
you.

REIST: On page 1977 consentcal endar
CO03 begins with Calendar Item 454. On
page 1978 Cal en dar Item 461 hasbeenre-
moved at therequest of del egates. Onpage
1979 Cal endar Item 475 hasbeen removed
attherequest of del egates.

JUNG: Bishop, | move the approval of
consent calendar CO3 with the exception
noted.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: OK, it is prop erly
before us. Please vote as the light ap pears.
['Yes, 805; No, 10] And once again the vote
isposi tive. Thank you.

JUNG: Thiscon cludesour agendato day,
thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you very
much. Mary Al ice?Itisour under standing
that wearetobevisited by aCir cuit Rider at
this point. We're pre pared for the visit.

Cir cuit Rider Ralph Jarboe
RidesHorse FromKan sas

HARRY E. SHANER (Commission on
theGenera Conference): Bishop, members
of the Gen eral Confer ence and guests. On
March 19, Rev. Ralph Jarboe | eft Erie, Kan-
sas, on horse back, rid ing Scooby Doo, asa
circuitridertocel ebratethebi centennial of
the United Brethen in Christ Church. Some
of usre mem ber histrip in 1984 to Bal ti-
more.

Ac com panying Ralph on the 1,117 mile
jour ney are histwo sons, Charlesand Matt,
tak ing turns on Skip, and his wife Marie
driv ing the van and trailer when the horses
were on the ground. Ralph isan el der from
theKan sasarea, hav ing served aspastor in
the Kan sas West Con fer ence for 30 years
and intheKan sasEast Con fer encefor two
years. | present to you the Rev. Ralph E.
Jarboe, Jr.
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(applause)

RALPH E. JARBOE, JR.: Bishops and
mem bersof theGeneral Confer ence, | want
to thank the Commission on the General
Confer encefor lettingmeful fill my dream
of riding horseback to General Confer ence
for the sec ond timefor the bi cen ten nial of
the United Brethren Church. | have shared
with 60 churchesthistime, and about 2,000
peo ple, the history of the Untied Brethren
Church; and about what the circuitriders
wore; and about the books they car ried in
their sad dle bags; and a mes sage about the
Holy Spirit watch ing over us as we travel
along the high waysto cometo an nual con-
fer ence; and how that spirit will guide and
di rect each of uson our faith jour neys. I've
also taken up an of fer ing for my ex penses
and | would liketo give apor tion of that of-
fering to Habitat for Humanity. That
amount is $1,500.00.

(Applause)

Thank you very muchfor letting mecel e
brate the bicentennia of the United
Brethren Church.

(Applause)

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you so
much. Thank you so very much.

We are re minded in so many ways that
what af fectsoneof usdi rectly af fectsall of
us indirectly. As Dr. King once said:
“We'reall tied to gether in one mu tual gar-
ment of destiny.” We arere minded of that
withthepresentationjustreceived. Weare
fur ther reminded of that by the sad fact that
anum ber of our Central Confer encedel e
gates could not be with us be cause of visa
dif fi cul ties. Surely wesharetheir anguish,
weholdthemin our special prayers, andwe
trust that they know that though they are not
withusphysi cally, weindeed areoneinthe
Spirit and onein the Lord. It isin the spirit
of that one ness that we turn now to Elena
Tischenko that she might call to our at ten-
tion for amo ment of prayer, the very som-
ber, seri ousnatureof thisday, becauseitis
the 55" anni ver sary of amost auspi ¢iousoc
casion. Elena, whereareyou, that wemight
rec og nize you and you might go to the ap-
pro pri atemi cro phone. Y es, mike 2 please,
mike 2.

Prayer for Russia, Past, Present, Future

ELENA Y. TISCHENKO (RussiaProvi-
siona): Bishopsand del egates, my nameis
ElenaTischenko. | am from Rus sia Pro vi-
sional Confer ence, lay del egate. Fifty-five
years ago at 9" of May, 1945, the Sec ond
World War for Russiawasended. But more
than 13 mil lionsof Russianswerekilled. It

was about 25 percent of our population.
And my grand mother and my two un cles
werekilled, too. And not only Rus sians, a
lot of sol diersfrom other countriesand cit
zens per ished, too. Thisisthe rea son why
I’dlikeus, the Gen eral Con fer enceof The
United Meth od ist Church, about one min-
ute of si lence for mem ory. It will be not
minuteof memory, anditwill beaminuteof
re minder for ev ery one who would like to
start anew war. And if possi blel’d liketo
ask Ruediger Minor, our bishop, to pray
with us.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you very
much. We'll ask Bishop Mi nor to come to
themi cro phonethat hemight bepreparedto
lead usin prayer aswenow si lently bothre
mem ber and also com mit our selvesto the
presupposi tionthatall of usarebrothersand
sisters, that ev ery war isacivil war. Let us
bein prayer.

(S lentprayer)

BISHOP RUEDIGER MINOR (Eur-
asid): Awesome, holy and merciful God.
Werememberthemil lionswhohavediedin
WWII and the other wars of the 20" Cen-
tury. Women and children, civilians and
soldiers, as they have been dying to this
very day. We af firm our be lief that there
shall be no war. And yet, we are aware that
your children continue to engage in war.
We pray for the vic tims of wars; in Si erra
Leone, and in Kosovo, and in Chechnya,
and in other places of our world. As a
church of ancient times, in many nations
and tongues, we pray for your
mercy—(Greek Sanctus in English inter-
pretation) Holy God, Holy strong God,
Holy im mor tal God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Amen. Thank you.
Weturnnow toelectionsfor theUni ver sity
Sen ate. Would re mind you that these elec
tionsareby plural ity rather than by major-
ity, which simply means that in each
cat egory thetwoper sonsreceivingthemost
voteswill bethoseelected ontheonebal lot.
Areweready withthat bal lot? Areweready
with the screen? (Pause)

All right, for theChief Ex ecutiveOf fi cer
cat egory. Arethe namesvisi ble or would
you like them read? If some onewould like
the namesread, would you lift your card? I
not | shall not—yes, | shall read them.
1-Wanda Bigham; 2-Thomas W. Cole Jr.;
3-Mark Collier; 4-James Evans Douthat;
5-Kevin LaGree; 6-David Maldonado;
7-Trudie Kibbe (Preciphs) Reed. You will
votefor two; but youwill do that—yes, | see
acard. Mike4, please. Mike4. Weareinthe
midst of an election solet ushear what your
concernis, please.

RANDALL FLANAGAN (West Vir-
ginia): In theDailyChristianAdvocate that
we received, William Hayden was also
listed asoneof thenomi neesby thebishops
forthe CEO cat egory; hisnameisnot there.
linquireconcerningwhy.

Trudie Kibbee Reed Elected
toUni ver sitySenate

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you very
much. It saninquiry. May wehaveaword?
Page 1875, I'm told, page 1875. We're
checking, just amo ment, please. Thank you
very much. We'recall ingthat tothehouse' s
at tention. He has d ready been ap pointed,
heisnotinthetobeelected cat egory. Sothe
names read and the screen itself are both
correct. The gentleman whose name was
lifted hasal ready been ap pointed.

All right, areyou ready to vote? Y ou will
be vot ing for two, you will vote one at a
time, please vote for your first choice when
thelight ap pears. (Pause) All right, prepare
now if you would, to vote again when the
lightappears. (Pause) Thenamesarebefore
you, please vote when the light appears.
(Pause) All right, asyou can see, you havea
vote. You have elected Trudie Kibbe
(Preciphs) Reed and David Madonado. Is
ei therinthehouse?All right, nev er theless,
we do con grat u late them upon their elec-
tion.

(Applause)

Allright, let usmovetothenext cat egory,
please. Soon as the ballot is ready. Yes,
Mike 4, please. Mike 4. Mike 4.

DALE SEGREST (Alabama, West
Florida): I'm afraid that there was confu
sion in the vote that we've just taken. I'm
con cerned that we thought we werevot ing
twotimes, for twodif fer ent peo pleand that
some may have voted for the same per son
twice. | don’t think our instructions were
clear and | think that thereisaprob lemwith
that election.

JO SEPH SPRAGUE: All right, as many
aswouldliketo re-votethe previ ousbal lot
please signify with 1 when the light ap-
pears. If you do not wish to re-vote, sig nal
with the 2, please. Vote when the light ap-
pears. [ Yes, 382; No, 517] All right, thefirst
ballot is valid and the elections as an-
nounced arein place.

Letusnow preparefor thenext category. |
seek tobeclear; | apol ogizeif | wasun clear
previ ously. Wewill onthisoc casion vote
only onetime, and the two top vote get ters
onthisbal lot will bethetwo elected. | apol-
ogizefor thelack of clar ity. Thenamesare
before you, let us hear them. 1-Willa
Bing-Harris; 2-Bruce Birch; 3-Charlene
Black; 4-Ted Brown; 5-Maxi E. Dunnam;
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6-Sheila Flemming; 7-Willie Jones;
8-Yong S. Lee; 9-Robin Lovin; 10-Mar jo-
rie Suchocki; 11-Leslie Wessman. Y ou will
vote for one per son and one only, but the
two top vote getters will be the persons
elected. Please votewhen the light ap pears.
(Pause)

Charlene Black and Maxie Dunnam
ElectedtoUni ver sity Senate

All right, you have elected Maxie
Dunnam and Charlene Black. Are they in
the house? (ap plause) Here's Charlene in
the front. Is Maxie here? Is Maxie on the
floor? Yes. All right, when we see Maxie
we will surely congrat ulatehim, aswell.
Thank you. Thank you very much.

We're ready now to move to calendar
items. We will turnfirst tothe Legislative
CommitteeonGenera andJudicial Admin
istration, ChristineHar man.

Report of Committeeon General and
Judicial Administration

CHRISTINE HARMAN (Kentucky):
Thank you Bishop. Good morning. | would
liketointro duceto you therest of thelead-
er shipteamof General and Judi cial Admin
istration. Our vice-chair is Sam Wynn, a
clergy del e gate from North Carolina, and
our secretary isJanet Forbes, aclergy del e
gate from Rocky Moun tain. I'm Christine
Har man, lay del egatefrom Kentucky serv-
ing as chair.

Our first item to present is on p. 1990.
Cal endar Item 610, Peti tion 31395, found
on p. 608 of the Advance DCA. The com-
mitteerecommendsconcurrencewithref er
enceto GCFA.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Con cur-
renceisrecommendedwithref erence. Isthe
house ready to vote?

HARMAN: (Rereads reference) P.
1990. Cal endar Item 610, Peti tion 31395,
found on p. 608 of the Advance DCA.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. I'll give
you time to find that. | see a card. Mike 4
please.

PAUL ERVIN (North Geor gia): | thought
last night were quested to havearationale
and avery brief ex planation of the mat ter
beforethehouse.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, may we
have that please.

SAM WY NN (North Carolina): This par-
ticular pieceof legislationisrequestingthat
a forum be estab lished within GCOM so
thatitcanbegintocoor di nateandtofacil i-
tatetheissuesand ministriesaround Native
AmericanMinistriesinour church.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, are you
ready to vote? As many as would con cur,
vote 1 and those who would not, vote 2
when the light appears. The committee is
sup ported. Thank you. [ Yes, 846; No, 73]

HAR MAN: Thenextitemison the same
page, 1990. Calendar Item 611, Petition
31928, found on p. 1346 of the Advance
DCA. The committee is recom- mending
con cur rencewithref er enceto GCFA. The
rationalewastogivean af fir mationtothe
transformation and the di rectionsthat are
being achieved through thisini tiative and
we wanted to seeit con tinue.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, are you
ready to act? | see no cards. As many as
would vote concurrence, signify with 1
when the light appears, those who would
not, vote with 2. Vote when the light ap-
pearsplease. The com mit teeis sup ported.
Thank you. [ Yes, 886; No, 26]

HAR MAN: The next item isagain on p.
1990. Cd endar Item 612, Peti tion 31929,
found on p. 1350 of the Advance DCA. This
is on the Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Y oung
People. Thesamereasons—togiveaf firma
tionfor thetransfor mationthatisoccurring
withinthat ini tiativeandto providecontin-
uing sup port. Itisto rec om mend con cur-
rencewithref er enceto GCFA.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Asmany
as would support the committee, vote 1
when the light ap pears. Those to the con-
trary, vote 2. Vote when the light ap pears
please. The com mit teeis sup ported. [ Yes,
851; No, 55]

HARMAN: Now to continuethepat terns
thatwe’ vebeenlivingoutinour committee.
Theremainder of our presentationsoverthe
next few dayswill bemadeby var i ousindk
viduals. Today’s presenters, in order of
their ap pear ance, are Kathi Austin Mahle,
John Cooke, and Wil lard Douglas.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right — Kathi.
AdmendmenttoConsti tutionPreamble

KATHI AUSTIN MAHLE (Minnesota):
Thank you, Chris. Thefirstitem that we will
be vot ing on isfound on p. 1991. Item no.
613, Peti tion30804. Thisisalsofoundonp.
730 of the AdvanceDCA. Thisisan amend-
ment to the Con sti tution. Thisisanamend
ment to the Preamble. The legidative
committee has voted concurrence. This
amendment brings the language into cur-
rentusage. Itreflectsour currentsituation.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is be-
fore us. When we vote, if itisap proved, it
will need to be approved by at least a
two-thirds mar gin. Are you ready to vote?
Those who would sup port the com mit tee,
vote 1. Those who do not, vote 2. Please

vote when thelight ap pears. Y ou have sup-
ported the com mit teein ex cess of the two
thirds. Thank you.

MAHLE: The sec ond item isjust be low
it. ltemno. 614 on p. 1991. Thepeti tion no.
is30805. It's found on p. 705 in the DCA.
This amendment is to the Declaration of
Union. Thecommit teevotescon cur rence.
Asyouread on p. 705, youwill seethat The
United Methodist Church is listed in the
sec ond line. Thisisamis print in the Ad-
vance DCA. Theorigi nal petitiondidnotin
clude “United” of the two organizations
that were united, soit wasthe Evangel i ca
United Brethren and the Meth od ist Church.
That ishow the peti tion read asit was pre-
sented to the Legidlative Committee. The
committeevotesconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, this also
needs at least atwo-thirdsvote. Please vote
when the light ap pears. The com mit teeis
supported. [ Yes, 908; No, 17] Kathi?

MAHLE: This con cludes the work that
wewill bedoingtoday onconsti tutional is
sues.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you. We
turn now to John.

Required Doctrinal SandardsRejected

JOHN D. COOKE (West ern New Y ork):
These peti tionshaveto dowith general ad-
min istration and they are al found on p.
1991 of your DCA. First Cal endar Item 615,
Peti tion 30176 found on p. 720 of your Ad-
vance DCA. “General agencies members
shdl uphold doctoral standards of the
UnitedMethodist Church.” Ourlegislative
commit teevoted non con cur rence. Thera
tio nal being that these that these could be
appliedtoonar rowly inrequiring peopleto
subscribetoaparticular creed.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is be-
fore us. The com mit tee rec om mends nor-
concurrence. As many as would support
nonconconcurrence vote 1, those who do
not vote 2. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. Committeehassupported.| Yes, 604;
No, 328] All right John.

COOKE: Next, we have Calendar Item
616, Peti tion 31012, foundonp. 721inyour
Advance DCA. The title of the petitionis
some what mislead ing. | will read the part
that is actually being recommended for
change in The Book of Discipline. “All
man agement staff per sonsof general agen
cies shall be per sonswho hold with thein-
tegrity the faith of The United Methodist
Church as ex pressed initsdoc trinal stan-
dards.” That isthe part that would be added.
Our legislative committee recommends
non con cur rence. Thereason beingthat we
havelong-termemploy ees, especially some
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of our non-pro gram agen cies. Peo plewho
are very loyal and work very hard to do a
great work for thechurch, but are not nec es-
sar ily United Meth od ist and is some cases
may not bemem bersof theChristianfaith.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the mo-
tionisnon con cur rence. Asmany aswould
sup port the com mit tees move for non corn-
cur rence vote yes with 1, those who not 2
for the no. Vote when the light appears
please. Committee has supported. [Yes,
632; No, 301] John?

COOKE: Cdendar Item 617. Petition
31015, found on p. 725 of your Advance
DCA. Our legidative committee recom
mends nonconcurrence. The reason being
that wefelt that thiswasan unduebur denon
the GCOM, especidly in reviewing peo-
ple’s compliance with the genera rules,
which are a historical document in some
wayshardtoapply toour contemporary sit
uation.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right the mo-
tionfor nonconcur renceisbeforeus. If you
would sup port thecom mit tee, votewith the
1, if not please vote with the 2. Please vote
whenthelight ap pears. Thecom mitteehas
supported. [ Yes, 684; No 247] John?

COOKE: Cdendar Item 618. Petition
30290, found on p. 722. Our legidative
committeerecommendsnonconcurrence. It
was felt that this would apply in some
states, and not other states, also it would not
applyincentral conferences.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, non con-
cur rence is be fore you. As many aswould
supportthecommitteevotewiththel, those
who do not the 2. Please votewhen thelight
appears. All right, the committee is sup-
ported, [ Yes, 821; No 101] John?

COOKE: Calendar Item 619. Petition
30289. Found on p. 722 of your Advance
DCA. Our legidative committee recom
mendsnon con cur rence. Onceagain, itwas
felt that this ap plied to some states and not
toothersandnottothecentral confer ences.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the mo-
tionfor nonconcur renceisbeforeus. Those
whowouldsup portthecommitteevotewith
the 1, those who would not vote with the 2.
Please vote when the light ap pears. Com-
mitteeissup ported.[ Yes, 832; No, 90] Wil-
lard?

WILLARD H. DOUGLAS (Virginia):
Bishop Sprague and mem bers of the Gen-
eral Confer ence, | havesix cal endar items
to re port on. Thefirst isfound on p. 1848
DCA, agenda item 157. This is petition
30150, on p. 730 in the AdvanceDCA. This
petition requested increasing the judicial
council member shipto 11 withtheguar an
teed mem ber ship of twofromeach of theju-

risdictions, andonefromthecentral confer-
ence. The committee voted
noncon cur rence, becauseitfeltthat thiswas
discrimi natory onitsface.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the mo-
tionfor nonconcur renceisbeforeus. If you
wouldsupportnonconcurrencevotethel, if
not the 2. Please vote as the light ap pears.
Committee is supported. [Yes, 786; No,
124] Wil lard.

DOUGLAS: To day’sitem is aso found
on p. 1848, DCA agendaitem 158. It' s Peti-
tion 30978, on p. 731 in the Advance DCA.
Thispeti tionasorequestedincreasingthe
mem ber ship of theju di cial coun cil to 11
members. Anditwouldalsosettermlimi ta
tionswhichwead dresslater. And for those
reasons the committee voted nonconcur
rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, non con-
cur renceisthemotionbeforeus. If you sup-
port the com mit tee, vote 1, if you do not,
vote 2. Please vote as the light appears.
Committeeissupported| Yes, 832; No, 92]

GeographicallyBal ancedand Enlarged
Judi cial Council Debated

DOUGLAS: The next agenda itemis on
1991, p. 1991. Thisisagendaitem— Cal en-
dar Item 620. Peti tion 31593, and itsin the
AdvanceDCA, on p. 731. Thispeti tionre
quested that each jurisdiction in centra
conference be rep re sented by one el ected
mem ber. Thecom mit tee seesthisasaguar-
anteed quota. Andinview of our prior po s-
tion, votednonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, if you fa
vor nonconcurrence vote 1, if not vote 1,
please vote asthelight ap pears. Oh par don
me . . . hold, | see a card, mike 6 please.
Mike 6.

Mike 6.

TIM RISS(New Y ork): Bishop, isitinor-
der to amend the peti tion?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: An amend mentis
inorder.

RISS: | would liketo amend by placing a
periodaf ter “shall berepresented by at | east
onenomi neg,” and then re stor ing the de-
leted lan guage, and then de let ing some of
thenextaddi tional languagebeginningwith
“having each jurisdiction represented,”
endingwith“with out con cerntogeograph
ical location provided.” Then| wouldlike
tobeginthenext sentencewithacapita A,
which will then read, “A majority of the
electedmember ship,” etc., andthenreplace
the word, “does’ by “shall,” so that these
two sen tenceswill read, “ Each of thejuris
dictions and the central conferences as a
group, shall be rep re sented by at least one
nominee.” And then there's language

about—that | did n't write down about not
requiring onefromeachjurisdiction, and
then, “A mgority of the elected member-
ship shall not comefromwithinasingleju
risdictionor central confer encearea.” And
if | haveasec ond, I'd liketo speak toiit.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Isthere a sec ond?
All right, it has been sec onded.

RISS: | think weneed aJudi cial Council
which al mem bers of the church can con-
siderrepresentativeof them. Judi cial Court
cil istheonly disci plinary body of the. . . at
the Gen eral Confer encelevel whichisnot
madegeographi caly representativebyju
risdictional and central conference mem-
ber ship. Deci sion62of theJudi cial Council
of thefor mer Meth odist Church found that
requiring council membership to come
from jurisdictions and the central confer-
enceswascon sti tutional. How ever, in our
com mit teeit wasthought that it may not be
wise to re quire such asmall body to have
such mandated representation. | think,
though, that it should be enough to en sure
some geo graph ical breadth if no re gion of
the church holdsamajor ity of seatson the
Judicia Council. And, therefore, | would
like to adopt this amend ment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Thank
you. Is there a speech against the amend-
ment? |s there a speech against the amend-
ment see none. Let usprepareto voteonthe
amendment. If you would support the
amend ment, votewithal; if youwould not
sup port theamend ment, vote 2. Pleasevote
asthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 483; No, 440] All
right, theamendmentisbeforeus.1, | apol o
gizeto the chair. In my haste | should have
turned to you, sir. | apologize for that.
Would the, would the house like to hear
from the chair and re-vote, or do you
want—all right. Let’ shear. | will rulethat to
vote, invalid, becauseof my mistake. We'll
hear from the chair, and then we will
re-vote. I'msorry. Wil lard?

DOUGLAS: Yes. Mem bers of the Gen-
eral Confer ence, thecommitteefeltthatthis
was till mandating representation from
each of thejurisdictionsand from the cen
tral conference. Andforour ear lier reasons,
that this was a quota of guar an teed rep re-
sen tation, the com mit teefelt that the best
way tocreatedi ver sity washavingtheelec
torate, the Genera Council—Confer
ence—to vote on the mem bers, and aswas
exemplified yesterday, it was shown that
wecanget geographical di ver sity. Andthe
commit teealsofelt that thebest peo ple, the
best nomi neesshouldbeelectedregardless
of wherethey reside.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. And now
let us vote again. If you would sup port the
amend ment, votewithal; if youwould not,
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vote the 2. Please vote asthe light ap pears.

[Yes, 421; No, 506] The amend ment fails
and the, thechair apol o gizes. | am sorry for
that faux pas. And now the mo tion for nor+

concur renceisbeforeus. If youwould sup-

port thecom mittee, pleasevotethe1; if not,

votethe 2. Let usvote asthe light ap pears.

[ Yes, 666; No, 248] All right, thecommittee
issupported. Wil lard?

DOUGLAS: All right, the next p. 1991,
Cal endar Item 621, Peti tion 31594, p. 732
in the Advance DCA. This petition aso
seeksto havethe Ju di cial Coun cil reflect
thegeographicdi versity. Andforthereason
that we stated in Calendar Item 620. the
committeevotednonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Mation for non-
concur renceisbeforeus. If youwould sup-
portthecommit tee, votel; if not, vote2. Let
usvote asthelight ap pears. All right. [ Yes,
703; No, 224] Thecommitteeissupported.
Willard?

DOUGLAS: Page 1991, Calendar Item
622, Peti tion 31596 found in the Advance
DCA on p. 732. This peti tion as amended
setstwo con sec utiveeight-year termswith
the break of four years before a member
could seek re-electiontotheJudi cial Coun
cil. Thecom mitteevoted con cur rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, concur
renceasamendedisbeforeus. If youwould
sup port thecommit tee, pleasevotethe 1; if
not, the 2. Vote, please, asthelight ap pears.
[Yes, 829; No, 87] Allright, thecommittee
issupported. Wil lard?

MandatoryRetirement Age
for Judi cial Council Rejected

DOUGLAS: Page 1991, Calendar Item
623, Peti tion 31789, p. 733 in the Advance
DCA. Thispeti tionremovesthemandatory
retirement ageof 70 of mem bersof theJu di-
cia Council. Andin view of the previ ous
vote for term limitations, the committee
votedconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. It is be-
fore us. Committee recommends concur-
rence. As many as would support the
com mit tee, vote with the 1; those who do
not, the 2. Please vote as the light ap pears.
[Yes, 739; No, 180] All right, Christine.

CHRISTINE HARMON: And, Bishop,
that con cludes our pre sentation thismorn-
ing. Thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you very
much. Thank you very much.

(Applause)
Churchand Soci ety Report

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Weturn now to the
Legislative Commit teeon Church and So-

ci ety. Terri Rae Chattin. | seeacard in the
back please, Mike 6.

TAKAYUKI ISHII (New Y ork): Bishop
and mem bersof theconfer ence, | movethe
Pe i tion 30058, p. 1908 of the DCA, item
no.312forreconsideration. If | havejusta
secondl'dliketo—

BISHOP SPRAGUE: On which side did
you vote?

ISHII: On which side?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: You'revot ing for,
you'reaskingforreconsideration.

ISHII: Yes.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Didyou voteinthe
affirmative?

ISHII: No.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thenit'sout of or-
der. All right, Terri Rae.

TERRI RAE CHATTIN (Baltr
more-Washington): Thank you Bishop
Sprague.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Y ou' rewel come.

CHATTIN: Wouldliketofirstintro duce
our other of fi cersfor our commit tee. Our
vicechair per son isRob ert Hoshibata. Bob
hadtobeaway for sev eral daysbecauseof a
pastoral emer gency back in hisdistrict, so
Phil Granger waselected asour interimvice
chair per son and we thank him very much
for graciously coming for ward and assist
ing usin so many ways. And of course do-
ing all the detailed, well, just that spe cial
detailed work was our sec retary, Pat Deal.
Thank you.

We have eleven peti tions that we would
liketo sharetoday. Our commit teedi vided
upinto sub-commit teesbased onthe Social
Princi plescat egoriesand cat egoriesinthe
Bookof Resolutions. Our present ersfor the
vari ouspeti tionstoday will befromthenat
ural world, Wil liam Scott; nur tur ing com-
munity, Jana Bennett; social community,
Richard Parker; and political community,
Gail Ford Smith. Webeginwiththepoliti-
cal community.

GAIL FORD SMITH (Texas): P. 1847in
the DCA, 1847, Cal endar Item 149, Petition
30525 aso found on p. 151 in the Advance
DCA. As you can see our committeewas
not of one mind as we voted nonconcur
rence for opposing food and medicine
block ades or em bar goes. It came out of the
subcommitteeamended and sup ported but
inthewhole com mit tee therewas non con
currence with the rational that food and
drugembar goeswereimportantbargaining
tools.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, com mit
tee’ smotionfor non con cur renceisbefore
the house. As many as would sup portthe

com mit tee please vote the 1, those who do
not the 2. Let us vote as the light ap pears.
Commit teeissup ported. Right, Bill? [ Yes,
595; No, 328]

WILLIAM SCOTT (Mississippi): Page
1847 of the DCA. Cal endar Item 150, Peti-
tion 30506 aso found on p. 111 of the Ad-
vance DCA. The title of that petition is
“Recy clingand useof recy cled prod ucts.”
The committee recommends concurrence
as amended. We amended it to di rectthe
general agencieswithinfour yearstobegin
touserecy cledpaperinour printmaterial. |
movetheadoption.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, | see a
card. Num ber 6 please, mike6.

JANET STEPHENSON (lowa): Bishop,
I would recommend that this item be re-
ferred to GCF&A to consider the budget
implications.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, motionto
refer is in or der. As many aswould re fer
please votethe 1 asthelight ap pears, those
who would not vote the 2. It's amo tion to
refer, let us vote as the light appears. All
right, it isre ferred to GCF&A. [Yes, 518;
No, 393] All right, Bill.

SCOTT: Same page, 1847, item no. 151,
Pe i tion 30025, also found on p. 39 of the
AdvanceDCA. Thispeti tionisto“ sup port
higher qual ity of lifefor all God' screation.”
Thispeti tionisreally to up date some cur-
rent peti tion that isin the Book of Reso lu-
tions and we amended it by rearranging
someof linesnear themid dleof that pageas
you can see in the middle column there.
Y ou can see where we did that and also to
change the word from “grant” to “en trust”
toputitinastew ard ship mode and werec-
ommend it toyoufor concur rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is be-
fore the house. As many as would sup port
thecommit tee, votethe 1, thosewho do not,
the 2. Voteasthelight ap pearsplease. You
have sup ported the com mit tee. [ Yes, 883;
No, 36] Bill.

JANA BENNETT (Rocky Mountain):
Chair per son of the sub-com mit tee on nur-
turingcommu nity. Thenext cal endaritem
isfound p. 1847, Cd endar Item 152, Peti-
tion 30618, found in your AdvanceDCA on
p.84. Thecommitteerecommendsnoncon
currence, the rationa is that this petition
cov ersitemsal ready in theBook of Dis ci-
pline.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the mo-
tionfor non con cur renceisbeforeyou. All
right, pleasevote ap pro pri ately asthelight
appears. All right, the committee is sup-
ported.

BENNETT: Thenextitemisfound onthe
same page, 1847, Cal endar Item 153, Peti-
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tion 30502, found in theAdvanceDCA on p.
40. The committee recommends concur-
rencewithref erencetotheGeneral Council
onFi nanceand Administration. Theratio-
nale is that this is the direction that the
churchisgoingand needstocontinuetogo.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, if you
would sup port thecall for con cur renceand
reference, please vote 1, as the light ap-
pears, 2if youdonot. Voteasit doesap pear.
Committee is supported and reference is
made. [ Yes, 737; No, 191]

BENNETT: Thenext Ca endar Item 299,
Petition 31376, found in your Advance
DCAonp. 96. Thecommitteerecommends
nonconcur rence. Therational eisthat states
that a ready do not have no-fault lawsfor di-
vorce, there is still a high rate of divorce
which is coupled by increased animosity
between the couple divorcing and causes
fur ther problemsfor thechil dren.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It is beforeus. If
you would support non-concurrence vote
thel,if not, the2. Voteasthelight ap pears,
please. (Pause)

Right, thecommitteehassupported, Jana.

JANA M.BENNETT (Rocky Mountain):
Thenextitemisonthesamep. 1907, Cal en
dar Item 300, Peti tion num ber 31259, and
found in your AdvanceDCA on p. 90. The
committee recommends non-concurrence.
Therationaleisthat theGBCSful fillsfunc
tionsthat are not cov ered in other ar eas of
the church.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, | see a
card in the back. Yel low card in the back.
Mike 8, please. Mike 8. Motion is for
non-con cur rence. Mike8, please.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: | risewith.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Name please and
conference.

ROB ERT J.LADD (EasternPennsyl va
nia): My nameisBob Ladd, East ern Penn-
sylvania.

GBCSActionsin Boy Scoutsand
Elian GonzalezControversiesQuestioned

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Mr. Ladd.

LADD: | rise with heavy heart to ask the
Confer enceto con sider reject ing thecom-
mittee' s,thecommittee’ srecommendation
and I'd like to speak to that.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Isthereasec ond?|
hear thesec ond, pro ceed.

LADD: | have worked with wonderful
Christian peopleover thelastweek and1'd.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Sir, is there a mo-
tionthat . . . sim ply to speak against is not

appropriate. You must make a motion to
which you then can speak.

LADD: | wouldliketo makeamotionthat
werejectthecommittee’ sreport.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Y ou would do that
inthevoting, sir. You're go ing to need to
findalittledif fer ent way to couchit.

LADD: Okay.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: If you just want to
speak againstit, isthat what youwant todo?

LADD: That'swhat | want to do. Okay,
thank you. | have spent the last week work-
ingwithwon der ful Christian peo pleand|
affirm the church’s need to have a socia
conscience. | af firmthepro cessthat we're
doing hereto day and the body’ sdeci sions
even if | don't fully agree with them. My
problemiswiththeboardanditslead er ship
and itsten dency to uni lat er ally take po si-
tionsthat | don’t think are ap pro pri ate. I'd
like to use as an ex am ple my friends from
the Boy Scouts, who are on both sidesof the
homosex ual ity issue, who cometomeand
ask me why our church—you noticethey
don't say the Board of Church and Sock
ety—wantsto tell them what thequal i fi ca
tions for lead er ship should be, since they
don’t ask us to do the same. | also have a
concern about our involvement with the
Elian Gonzélez case. Al though | af firmthe
boy’s need to be with hisfather, there was
anaw ful lot of disagreement onour will ing:
nessto hirethe Presi dent’ sat tor ney torep-
resenthisfatherandwe. .. ev ery timethese
thingshappen, | believethatit bringsustoa
point wherewe are throw ing road blocksin
thevery missionthat isstated andwrittenin
the mission of the church, and that is to
make disci ples of Je sus Christ. | ask that
you vote“no” in thiscom mit teere port be
cause at sometimelater inthis Confer ence
we' regoingtovotefor what | think isoneof
the most wonderful things that we have
done and that isthe Ig niting Min istry and
everytime...

BISHOP SPRAGUE: You need to sum
up sir, you need to sum up.

LADD: | will dothat. Finally, ev ery time
this sort of thing hap pens it does, it has a
negativepublicrelationef fect that will not
beoff set by theposi tiveoneof thelgniting
Ministry campaign. Thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank
you. | apologize for confusing al of us
there, for a moment. That was a speech
against non-concurrence. If there is a
speechfor non-con cur rencewewill receive
it now. If not, wewill turnto the chair. Yes,
this is a speech for non-concurrence?All
right if you would come to mike 2, please.
Mike 2.

SHAWN HARTMAN (Central Pennsyl-
vania): | agreewiththecommittee’ srecom
mendationof nonconcurrence, bishop. The
reasonbeingifindi viduastakethetimeto
read the press re leases and the state ments
released by the GBCSwehavefull sup port
of the So cia Prin ci plesand the Discipline
and what they per ceive astheir work. What
weareat temptingtodoby thelast speechis
diminate a board simply because they
choose not to agreewiththeissues. | can sit
asan Eagle Scout beforeyou and tell you |
af firmthe GBCS swork but wearedoingis
ap proachingthisfromthewrongdi rection
eiminating a positive ministry for the
churchsimply becausepeo plechoosenotto
agree with what our Book of Resolutions
saysand what our Disciplinecurrentlysays.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It is a speech for
non-con cur rencein sup port of thecommit
tee. Jana, would you like to speak?

JANA M.BENNETT (Rocky Mountain):
Y es, wehavecon sid ered someof theissues
raised by both speak ersand believethat this
iscov eredd ready intheBookof Disci pline,
especialy in paragraph 1011 found on p.
463, and so wewould rec ommend non-con
currence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. If you
wouldsup port non-concur renceyouvotel,
if you do not, you vote 2. Please vote asthe
light ap pears. (Pause) Non-con cur renceis
sup ported. Thank you Jana. [ Yes, 644; No,
284] Gail?

Hand gunsand Gun Vi olence Petititon De-
bated

GAIL FORD SMITH (Texas): On that
same page 1907, Cal en dar Item 301, Peti-
tion 30840, also found on p.143 in the Ad-
vance DCA. The committee recommends
con cur renceasamended, which addsanew
text to the “Gun Violence in the United
States” in the Bookof Resolutions. A ratio-
naleisthat inlight of thegunvi olence, in-
creasinggunvi olencein America, thiswas
anappropri atestatement.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right,amotion
for con cur renceisbeforeyou. Yes, | seea
green card. Mike four, please. Mike four.
Nameand confer enceplease.

SCOTT KELSO (West Ohio)

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Scott.

KELSO: | would like to amend by de le-
tion. | would like to de lete the word hand-
guns If | haveasecond, I'd liketo spesk to
it.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: | hear the sec ond.
Please.

KELSO: | wasinthelegislativesection
that worked on this, and | agreewith ev ery-
thing ex cept the word handgun, which was
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added kind of at the last mo ment. And we
had aper sonfromthegen eral board giveus
a definition of the automatic weapons,
weap onsthat canfire30roundsper second,
sometimes even more, and can use ar -
mor-piercing bul letsandthiskind of thing. |
think we all agree that the general public
doesnot need weap onslikethat that arejust
designed tokill as many peo ple asquickly
as possible. But if we pass this with the
word handguns, what we' rein ef fect doing
isask ing Amer icato disarm her self. And,
you know, wehaveacon sti tutiona rightin
the sec ond amend ment, | be lieve, to bear
ams.

I am not an NRA mem ber, and | annot a
gunenthus ast; but | believethat wehavea
right to protect our selvesin our ownhomes.
If someonebreaksinto my homeinthemid
dle of the night to do bodily harm to my self
or to my wife, | can’t pull out the Book of
Resolutions and say “Waitaminute, 'ma
United Methodist. I've got a position on
this”

(Laughter andvocal responses)

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Let the house bein
or der now. Let the housebein or der. Give
the brother histime.

KELSO: And | think, | think it just goes
too far to add the word handgun, so | would
deletethat word.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the
amend ment isto delete handguns | see a
card in the far-reaches. It looks like an or-
angecard. Yes, youwhoarestanding. Mike
eight, please. Thisshould beaspeechin op-
posi tionto theamend ment. Isthat true?

JEREMIAHTHOMPSON (Il li noisGreat
Rivers): Itis.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Mike eight, main
conferenceplease.

THOMPSON: | would like to speak
against the amendment. I'm from a city
named Kankakee, 1l 1i nois, which, whilel
wasin high school, had pro por tion aly the
secondhighest mur der rateinthecountry. |
had friends who were robbed at gun point.
One of my, one of the peo ple that went to
my high school was shot and killed. I've
seenthevi olencethat isawashin our so ci-
ety and | havetoask, if we'rereally thedis-
ci plesof the Prince of Peace, shouldn't we
speak against guns? Guns are destroying
our soci ety. They' redestroyingmy genera
tion. They’ redestroyingfuturegenerations.
We need to take a stand.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the
amendment is before us. We've had a
speech on both sides. We need now a
speechinfavor of theamend ment todelete

handguns. Over here, mike seven please.
Mike seven.

RON BARHAM (Mississippi): Just a
point of clari fi cation. Thisdidnot call fora
ban on handguns or assault weapons but
only on those that could not be de tected by
tradi tional metal detecting devices. Isthat
notcor rect?(Inaudi blediscussionandclar
fi cation) It saysthat can not—thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, istherea
speech against the amend ment? In, in the
far-reaches, per son stand ing with the card,
now stand ing. No sir, the, the woman be-
hind you. Mike eight. Mike eight. This
should be a speech against, against the
amend ment. Isthat the case?

BEVERLY WILKES (lllinois Great
Rivers): Yes, Bishop.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, nameand
conference, please.

WILKES: | rise to speak against taking
handguns out of thispeti tion. | am the per-
son that put handgunsin the peti tion with
theconfession, comingfromKentucky, that
I own ahand gun, but | am also will ing to
give that handgun up because the society
that | grew up inisquitedif fer ent fromthe
society that | am currently present and
mem ber of. Theescalation of vi olenceand
many of our children are killed in homes
wherethereare hand guns. And soitispre
cisely that we wanted handguns in this
amend ment, be causethat tendsto bethere
sult of alot of thechil drenbeingkilled acci
dentally.

But aso, in clar ity, the weap onsthat can
not bedetected by tradi tion ally used metal
detection devicesisin clu sive; it does not
ex clude. Wearecall ingfor Americatodis
arm it self for the sake of our chil dren and
for the sake of too many oth erswho diedtoo
soon because we're trying to police our-
selves, when we have professionals who
can policeusif wewould al low our selves
the freedom to trust them. Yet give our-
selvesthe right to bear armsfor the sake of
sporting, as it relates to the situation we
have in ecology where we may have too
many deer. We don’t need a 357 Mag num
to kill a deer.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Time to sum up.
Thank you. All right, we've had two
speecheson el ther side. Isthereaspeechin
favor of the amendment? In favor of the
amendment? Yes sir, mike three please.
Mike three.

LELAND MCKEOWN SR. (Florida): |
speak infavor of thisamend ment, be cause
tradi tion ally we have been a lowed to pro-
tect our own homes. | have apistol in my
house, my son-in-law hasonein his, and my
sonhasoneinhis. Wehavetheseinor der to

have protection in our homes. Not a day
goes by hardly that you don’t read aar ti cle
in the newspaper where some person has
been able to ward off an in vader into their
home be cause they had the abil ity to scare
the per son away. If you think that putt ing a
ban on hand guns is gonna get rid of hand-
guns, I'd like to sell you a bridge in New
York. It's just not go ing to work that way
becausethecrimi nalsarestill goingtohave
thehand guns. TheAmer i can peoplehavea
right to pro tect their homes and thisis the
bestwaytodoitonanindividual basis. Sol

speak infavor of thisamend ment. Pleasere
move handgunsfromthislegislation.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, sir.
Thank you. We now can re ceive onefi nal
speech before we hear from the chair. This
speech would be against the amendment.
The, thewoman hereinthewhite, white, the
jumper with the, with the white sleeves,
mike seven please. Mike seven. Mike
seven. | seeshe’ snotgoing. Thegentleman
stand ing in theblack shirt. Y es, mikeeight.
Mike eight. Mike eight.

PHILIP AMERSON (South In di ana): It
was the Fourth of July week end this past
sum mer that Won Joon Y oon, ayoung Ko-
rean maninour commu nity, wasonhisway
tothe United Meth od ist church, and hewas
killed by a hand gun bought in a show; part
of ahate crimethat touched oth ersof youin
theMidwest. | think it’ stimefor the church
toclearly say that hand gunsareinap propri-
ate, especialy the onesthat are used inthe
streetsof our citiestokill our chil dren. Most
hand gun trag e dies oc cur in homes on the
families who own those guns, over 90%,
and so | would en cour age usto vote against
thisamend ment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank
you. Wewill pro ceed to vote on theamend-
ment.

GAIL F. SMITH (Texas): Theinclusion
of handguns—

BISHOP SPRAGUE: What is your point
of or der please. Gotothemike, mike2, state
your point of or der please.

JACK W. PLOWMAN (West ern Penn-
syl vania): Sir, my point of or der isthat the
person who proposed the amendment
should be the last to speak.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: No, no that is not
true. .. Gail.

SMITH: Theinclusionof hand guns.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Pardon me just a
sec ond. | don’t want to be abrupt. It swhen
it sacommittee, thenthecommitteehasthe
right be fore the chair. But when it co mes
from the floor, not so. I’'m sorry for being
abrupt.
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SMITH: Theinclusionof handgunswasa
difficult decision. There was a powerful
wit nessfromthedel e gate from Great Brit-
ainwho reminded usof thegentlemanwho
walkedinto aclassroomand mur dered chil-
drenandtheir teacher. She said the next day
in Britain began the process of banning
hand guns. That the peo plewerewill ingto
give up some of their free domin or der to
ensurethesafety of itsmost vul nerable. We
agreed.

BISHOP SPRAGUE. All right we are
voting only on the amendment. If you
would sup port theamend ment vote 1if you
donotvote2. Voteasthelight ap pears, vote
now, as the light appears. [ Yes, 358; No,
574] The amendment is not supported,
thereforethemainmotionfor con cur rence
asamended and asitisprinted beforeyouis
before usfrom the com mit tee. | seeahand
inthe back, yes. No. 5 please, no. 5, yessir,
you. The mo tion to con cur is on the floor.
Mike5.

NOE C. VALDERMA (North-West
Mindanao Philippines): Mr. President, |
would liketo makean amend ment, an other
amendment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right.

VALDERMA: An amendment to the
amendment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: No, there is no
amendment.

Debateon U.S. Or Global Man date
for Gun Amend ment

VALDERMA: Gun violence in the
United States and in all countries in the
worldbecausethismotionlimitsonly tothe
U.S. but even in the Phil ip pines and else-
wherewehavethe same problem sowe, my
amend ment does not limit only to the U.S.
prob lem on gun vi o lence, but it should in-
cludean other countriesand all countriesof
theworld. That ismy amend ment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Would
you please write that so that the sec re tary
might have it. And would you stateit again
for us please asit is be fore the house. Just
speak theamend ment if youwould. Asyou
want it to be heard, and asyou will writeit.
Mike 5 please. Thereis noth ing else on the
floor ex cept themain motionandthiswould
be an amend ment toit.

VALDERMA: The amend ment is hot to
limitgunviolenceintheU.S. buttoinclude
all countriesintheworld.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right so thelan
guage would be to call upon al govern
ments, sir? I'm trying to hear what you
want.

VALDERMA: Yes, sir.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Call upon all gov-
ern ments. Right, that isthe amend ment be
fore us. It was seconded, is there anyone
who wishes to speak against the amend-
ment. Yes, mike 4 please, mike 4. The
amend ment is be fore us, only the amend-
ment.

WALTER KIMBROUGH (North Geor-
gia): Bishop, I’'mwon der ingif the maker of
the amendment would accept these ad di-
tional words. All gov ern mentswherethere
isaUnited Meth odist presence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Let’s treat this as
an amend ment to the amend ment be cause
thefirst amend ment is now the house' sand
itreally notforhimtosayitisforthehouse.

KIMBROUGH: All right.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Go ahead Wal ter.
Isthere a sec ond? Is there a sec ond to the
amend ment. All right, Wal ter please. No. 4
please, mike 4.

KIMBROUGH: | think it isvery im por-
tant for usto acknowl edgewhereweareand
atthismomentinhistory wearenotinev ery
part of theworld. But wherewearelo cated,
we have a moral obligation to call upon
thosegov ernmentstobeac count ableinthe
inter estsof thepeo ple, andfor that reason|
submitthisamend ment.

BISHOPSPRAGUE: Andbeforeyouare
seated would you state it again please, that
we might have the words.

KIMBROUGH: That we call upon al
goverments where there is a United Meth-
odistpresence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank
you. Thisis the amend ment to the amend-
ment. It is be fore us. Please write it down,
Wal ter, that we might haveit. Isthere any-
one who wishes to speak against the
Kimbrough amendment? All right if you
would sup port votewith the 1 if you do not
sup port vote with the 2. Par don? Oh, | am
sorry, Chair, par don me. Par don me. Gail,
go right ahead.

SMITH: | think we can agree to that. We
knew it was Amer i can specific and it will
takealittlemoreedi torial work, but that'll
be fine.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank
you, and | apologize. All right the
Kimbrough amend ment isbeforeusif you
would sup portit votethe1if youdonot vote
2. Voteasthelight ap pears. All right, now
we must vote on the amendment as
amended. Inessenceitfunctionsasasub st
tute. Thosewhowould. . .oh | seeacardin
the back, mike 8 please. Mike 8. Mike 8.

ULISES TORRES (New England):
Bishop, | have a ques tion for the amend-
ment. Will the name of the US country dis-

appear as we make a reference to all
goverments where there is a United Meth-
odistpresence?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It is dtill there
wouldbemy under standing.

TORRES: It wouldremain?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It is
understanding.

TORRES: OK.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: No?All right, Wal-
ter, speak. I’'msorry. I'mlisteningtomy el-
dersand to my in nards, I’'m sorry.

TORRES: Itismy under stand ing that it
would betaken out. | wishto sug gest that it
remains, because. . .

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, why
don’t you hold let’ s see and if we then need
toamendwe'll giveyouashot. OK, Wal ter.
Wal ter, mike4 please.

KIMBROUGH: Theintentistodeleteit,
US. Weare aglobal church. We have been
try ing to say that con sistently. If wedon't
meanit, let’ sstop say ing it. I’m con vinced
we are aglobal church and so what ap plies
tousinthe United States, aswasin di cated
ear lier by our previ ousspesker, itappliesin
other parts of the world, and we sought to
addwherethereisaUnitedMethodist pres
ence. All governments where there is a
UnitedMethodist presence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, somike8
please, mike 8.

TORRES: The questionisthat vi o lence
onthestreets, ontheschools, ev ery wherein
the so ci ety isaunique phonemenon of our
so ci ety and to makeit that gen eral, it will
water downtheorigi nal intent. Sol wishto
sug gest that theUS and all other soci eties
wherethereisaUnited M ethodist presence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right that isthe
amend ment be fore us. Isit sec onded. All
right | hear the second. Is there one who
would speak against it?Y es, mike 2 please.
Mike 2. Thisisthe amend ment spe cific to
the United States plus.

RONALD BRETSCH (North Central
New Y ork): Thank you Bishop. Y es, theuse
of hand guns and other meansin the United
Statesisex ception aly high. Whether it is
higher thanwherethereare United Meth od-
istsin Kosovo, cer tainly Si erraLeoneisl
think question able. | speak against set ting
asidethe United Statesand speak infavor of
using the more generic language of al
countries. My mainratio naleaswas stated
be fore is that as we move to ward being a
global church we must be more inclusive
and certainly this applies to many other
countries.

my
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BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Istherea
speech for the amendment. Yes, mike 6,
please, mike 6.

BETH CAPEN (New York): Thank you
Bishop. Al though | agreewith thein tent of
mak ingitmoreglobal and | guessit'sgoing
to take us more than this Gen eral Con fer-
ence to get the Book of Resolutions ex-
panded into a much more global context,
the reason why | speak in favor of the
amend ment isif youlook at page 143 of the
DCAwhichsetsforththeentireresolution,
we'll find that the entire resolution sets
forthcontinually thestatisticsthat deal spe
cifi callywiththeUnited States. Andfor that
reason| wouldsupportUlises amendment.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, istherea
speech now against the amend ment, we've
had 2 for and 1 against. All right, chair,
Gail.

SMITH: We did spend time in the com-
mitteediscussingthisvery natureand I’'m
inclined to sup port Ulisesamend ment that
rec og nizesthe United Statesand thenisin-
clusive of therest of the world. We wanted
tobevery clear that Amer i cansunder stood
this po si tion and also to honor the unique
character of other countries and govern-
ments as well.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the
amend ment isbeforeus. If you would sup-
port it vote 1 if you would not vote 2. Vote
asthelight ap pears. [ Yes, 711; No, 206]

All right, itisadopted, and thisisthemain
motion, anditisbeforeus. | seeahand, yes,
a card, mike 8. We have the main mo tion
be fore as adop—as amended. Mike 8.

LEWIS F. TIBBITS (Detroit): | stand
against themotionasitiswritten. | believe
that there will be many more peoplelose
their livesif we strike out, or if we havein
thisamend ment, hand guns.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Sir, we're be yond
that.
TIBBITS: | know that. I'm sorry.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. You're
out of or der, then. Please be seated.

TIBBITS: No. I’'m not talk—OK, | can't
speak on this?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: You can speak on
themotion, but . ..

TIBBITS: That'swhat I’ m speak ing of .

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Go—go right
ahead.

TIBBITS: OK. I'm against violence. |
love chil dren. | work with chil dren. But |
believewewould help our cause hereif we
would state, or real ize, that prob ably soon
there will be alaw that man dates all guns

that are pur chased will haveatrig ger-safety
devicebeforeitislawful topur chasethem.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, so that is
a speech against the whole mo tion asiit is
be fore us. All right. Is there a speech for?
Yes, mike 4, please. Mike 4. We've had a
speech against, and now we' regoingto hear
aspeech for. Mike 4.

PHYLLIS S. FERGUSON (Pacific
North west): Bishop, | call for the question
and all that isbefore us.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the ques-
tion is caled. We have had sufficient
speeches, so it is in order. It requires a
two-thirds vote. If you would sup port the
ques tion, please vote 1 when the light ap-
pears,; if not, vote 2. It re quires two-thirds.
[Yes, 834; No, 80] All right, it doesand now
let's hear from the chair, and then we will
vote.

GAIL F. SMITH (Texas): | encourage
your sup port of thispeti tion.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the pe ti-
tion is be fore us. If you sup port it, vote 1
when the light ap pears; if not, vote 2. Vote
as the light appears. [ Yes, 724; No, 205]
Thereportissup ported. All right. Bill?

Peti tionfor EthicsCommittee
for Cloning Sup ported

WILLIAM D. SCOTT (Mississippi):
Thank you. Page 1989 of the—of your
DCA, Cdendar Item No. 598, Petition
31733; page 1828 of theAdvanceDCA. The
ti tle of that peti tionis“UMC form ethiics
committeetoover seeobservanceof separa
tion of human and ani mal cells.” The com
mit teeread the sup porting material andthe
content of the peti tion and agreed with this
intent, and therefore, we omit ted it by sub-
sti tution of lan guage. If you look at thelar+
guage that was eliminated, the petition
called for The United Meth odist Church to
formanethicsobservationteamwithaduty
toensurethat sci entificruleswhichspecif ¢
caly for bid hu man clon ing amidst them-
selves was strictly upheld. We did not
believethat thechurch could put to gether a
team that would ensure whatever those
rules are and whoever makes those rules
and would obey them. Sowe—wemovedto
sub sti tute with the words you see therein
themiddlecol umn, beginningwith“inlight
of therapid devel opment.” Andwesubmit
that to you for con cur rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is be-
foreus, for con cur rence. If you would sup-
port con cur rence, vote yes when the light
ap pears; if not, voteno. Voteasit ap pears.
[Yes, 845; No, 59] And the committee is
sup ported. Thank you, very much. Richard?
RichardParker.

RICHARD PARKER (New York): I'm
Dick Parker from the New York Confer-
ence, representingtheCommitteeonSocial
Community in the Church and Society
Com mit tee. On the same page, page 1989,
Calendar Item 599, dealing with Petition
31294 on[ AdvanceDCA] page 91. Thisisa
peti tion call ing on usto en gagethe Cleve-
land community and the ownership of
pro-baseball teamstoengage. . . todiscuss
theissueof demeaning usesof mascotsand
mas cot names. It' san issuethat co mesup
fromtimeto timein the sports com mu nity,
but thisoneisspecif i cally ask ing usto en
gagethecommunity of Clevelandinregard
to the sports mas cot Chief Wahoo, and the
cari catureof NativeAmeri canswhichisin
cluded in the use of that mas cot.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Com mit-
teerec om mends con cur rence. Itisbefore
you. If you would sup port the com mit tee,
voteyeswhen thelight ap pears; if not, vote
2. [Yes, 610; No, 293] The Com mitteeis
sup ported. One more, and then we' |l take a
break.

Repeal of Reli gion Exemptionin CAPTA
IsSupported

PARKER: The—the next item is— Cal-
endar Item—is on—also on—page 1989,
Cal endar Item 600, andthisisrelatedto Pe
ti tion 31773; and if you wish to find that,
please turn to page 102, page 102, where
you will find the version of that petition
whichweap proved. Thisisoneof thosedif-
fi cultissueswhichincludesconflictingval-
ues. The peti tion calls for there peal of a
sec tion of the United States Code per mit-
ting a reli giousex emptiontotherequire
mentthat par entsprovideadequatemedi cal
care for their chil dren. The cur rent pro vi-
sionof thecodeal lowsper sonstowithhold
certain kinds of medi cal treat ment onthe
basisof reli giousbelief.Honoringreli gious
beliefsisonevalue. Thecommitteevotedto
sup port, on the other hand, the value of pro-
tectingtherightsof chil drentoreceiveade
quatemedi cal care. The com mit tee voted
for con cur rence and rec om mends con cur-
rencefor thispeti tion.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Yes, | see
acard. Mike 6, please, Mike 6. Mo tion be-
foreusisfor con cur rence. Mike®6.

LEONARD F. SJOGREN (lowa):
Speakinginsup port of thiscomplex piece, a
few thingsabout CAPTA.. Each state makes
its own child-abuse and ne glect laws, and
retains that right. But the fed eral gov ern-
mentinfluencesthestatelawsby settingel i-
gi bil ity requirementsfor fed eral money for
state pro grams on child abuse and ne glect.
The Federal Child Abuse Prevention and
Treat ment Act, (CAPTA), wasfirst passed
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in 1974; isit reauthorized about ev ery four
years, andwill beagainthisyear. Itsdef i ni-

tion of child abuseand neglect reads, “At a
mini mum, any recent act or fail uretoacton
the part of apar ent or caretaker, which re-

sultsindeath, seri ousphysi cal oremotional

harm, sex ual abuseor ex ploi tation, or anact
orfail uretoactwhichpresentsanimmi nent
risk of serious harm.” States must enact
stat utesthat define child abuse and neglect
at least that strin gently in or der to get fed-

eral money for their child-abuseprevention
and treat ment pro grams. If they don’t want
that fed eral money, they need not set those
standards.

In 1996, the act was reauthorized and
addedareli giousexemption, withoutwhich
it functioned finefor twenty-two years, that
said that there was noth ing that would re-
quireapar entor legal guardian of achildto
provideany medi cal ser viceor treat ment
against their med i cal beliefs. Statesin the
programmay let par entswithreli giousbe
liefsagainst medi cal carewith holdit from
their chil dren but must requireall other par-
entsto provideit.

Thisdou ble stan dard by thefed eral gov-
ernmentiswrong. ltdiscrimi natesagainsta
class of children, depriving them of the
protections afforded to others. While
CAPTA does not provide that courts
may—does pro vide that courts may or der
medi cal carefor chil drenoverthereli gious
ob jec tion of their par ents, alaw that lets
par entsthem selveswith hold medi cal care
onreli giousgroundsisdif fi cult, ...

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Please sum up, Sit.
Please sum up.

SJOGREN: ... especialy when chil dren
are not yet in school.

The Su preme Court hasruled theright to
practicereli giondoesnaotincludeliberty to
ex poseacommunity or achildtocommuni-
cabledisease. That isacase over 50 years
old. Wedon’t al low peo pleto beat or starve
or molest for religious reasons. Neglect
may be less sen sational than abuse, but it
can bejust asharm ful to ahelp lesschild.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you. Rich-
ard?

PARKER: The committee recommends
concurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Those
who would con cur, vote yes; those who do
not, no. Vote as the light ap pears, please.
[Yes, 770; No, 132] Committee is sup-
ported.

We will return from recess at ten 'til
eleven in or der at that time we might hear
from the Legislative Committee on Faith
and Or der. Weareinrecess.

Againto cometo or der. If the del e gates
would move to your places, please. All
right, let’ smoveto our places, timeiswast
ing. (Music) Thank you. Let's sing our
waysto our seats. Cynthia, help usget to our
placesjoyfully.

CYNTHIA WIL SON: “ComeChristians,
Join to Sing,” no. 158 in your hymnals.
(singing)

We felt we should thank Jonetta and
Monyaat the or gan and at the pi ano. Thank
Y ou. (Applause)

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, if the del-
egateswill take their seats please, I'm sure
that all of you would want to know that the
tune you just heard is the Ohio State fight
song. And both Bishop Craig and | used to
havecongregationssingthat Sunday before
thebig Sat ur day of theMichi gangame. But
| want you to know that though we sang it
lustilyitdidvery littlegood. (Laughter) All
right, let’s turn now to Mr. Rob ert Hayes,
Faithand Or der legislativecommittee. Mr.
Hayes. Lettheconfer encebeinor der. The
confer encebeinor der please. Mr. Hayes.

ROBERT E. HAYES (Texas): Bishop
and del egatestothe Gen eral Con fer ence,
theLegislativeCommitteeonFaith...

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Justamin ute, | see
acard in the back, yes. We' reun der the or-
der of the day. All right, go ahead Mr.
Hayes.

Report of theCommitteeon
Faithand Or der

HAYES: TheLegislativeCommitteeon
Faith and Order would bring before you
some peti tionsfor your con sid er ation this
morning. Thesecanbefoundinthe DCA on
p. 1896 and 1897. These are peti tions that
we would like for you to con sider at this
timebeginningwith Cal endar Item 197, Pe
ti tion 31663. That can be found on p. 1284
of the AdvanceDCA. Peti tion 31663. And
thesubject of thisparticular peti tionspeaks
toprivi legesthat are giventowhite peo ple
and de nied to peo pleof color. Thecom mit
tee rec om mends con cur rence with thefok
low ing amend ment. And | might want to
bring out at thispar tic ular point that in the
Advance DCA, the recommendation was
that the fol low ing sen tence be placed be
tweenthefirst and sec ond sentence, and not
the fifth and six that appears on p. 1896.
And the committee recommends concur-
rence with the change that is noted.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right it is prop-
erly be fore us. The mo tion isfor con cur-
rence. If youwould sup port thecom mit tee
please vote yes when the light ap pears, if
not voteno, voteasthelight ap pearsplease.

Com mit teeis sup ported. Thank you. Rob-
ert. [ Yes, 588; No, 86]

HAYES: The sec ond isjust next to that.
Calendar Item, no. 198, Petition 30403,
whichisaso found on p. 1896 of the DCA.
Andonp.512inthead vancecopy. P. 1896
here and on p. 512 in the ADCA.Petition
30403, thesub ject is“ Peo plewith Disabil-
ities.” They have a rightful place in both
churchandsoci ety. Thecommitteerecom-
mendscon cur rencewiththis. Therationale
isself-explanatory.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, itisprop-
erly beforeus. If yousupportthecommittee
vote yes when the light ap pears, if not, do
thecontrary. Let' svoteasit ap pears. Com-
mitteeissup ported. Robert? Yes, 782; No,
10]

HAYES: Just below thatisCal endar Item
199. Peti tion 30078, found on p. 510, of the
ADCA, p. 510, 30078. The subject is the
abuses that children need to be protected
from, should include emotiona abuse,
aong with eco nomic, physi cal, sex ual ex-
ploi tation, etc. We havein serted theword
emotional abuse with this petition. The
committeerecommendsconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It is before us. If
youwould sup port thecom mit teevoteyes
when the light ap pears, if not to the con-
trary, let usvote asthe light ap pears. Com-
mitteeissup ported. Robert. [ Yes, 742; No,
10]

HAYES. Okay. The next is Caendar
Item 200. Peti tion 30496, found on p. 1283
of the ADCA, p. 1283.

Supportfor Racial/Ethnic Group
Equal Access

ROB ERT HAY ES: Peti tion 30496isthe
petition and this sub ject deals with mem-
bersandracial eth nicgroups, havetheright
toequal accessandfi nancial oppor tunities
anditsimply spellsoutthatracial andethnic
groupshavearight to the pur chase of hous-
ing and credit and in sur ancejust as other
groups may have. The committee recom
mendscon cur rencewiththispeti tion.

All right, | seeacard in the back. Mike 5,
please.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: The committee
recommendation is for concurrence. It is
beforeusMikeb5.

SHIRLEY PARRIS (New Y ork Con fer-
ence): Thisisreally amat ter of clari fi ca-
tion, Bishop, for my own edification. |
thought thesewereontheconsent cal endar,
and I'm not sure, I'm not understanding
why we're voting on them. If you could
clarify for me.

HAYES: Well, you have a very good
point there. It's not that we don't have
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enoughtodoin Faith & Or der, and | would
bemorethanwill ingto strikeany item from
thecon sent cal endar that wedon’t feel nec-
essary tovoteon.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, may we
have some help from the sec retary please?

CAROLYNMARSHALL: 196 wasre-
moved.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It was removed
fromtheconsent cal endar, soitisproperly
beforeus.

HAYES: No, that was 200.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: I'm sorry. It ison
thecon sent cal endar soweneed not takeac
tiononthis. Thank you. Thank youfor your
vigilance.

HAYES: | don’t know if the other ones
fall under these categories, Bishop, but |
will pro ceed with them.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Per hapsthe sec re-
tary can help us.

MARSHALL: Itwill takeher aminuteto
do it though.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Weareall—we're
told now, they are all on the con sent cal en-
dar.

HAYES: Very good, well wewill beback
with other itemsfor con sid er ation as soon
aswe can.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Were that al your
days were so easy. Thank you very much.

Let's move to the Globa Minigtries,
please. Global Ministries. ThisisChristine
Dean Keels, please, and the legislative
committee. Yes, in the middle. Mike 6,
please.

ISHII: Ear lier | tried to ask for there con
sider ation and whenyou, Bishop, asked me
aquestionand | wasner vousand | madea
mistake.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Be lieve me, | can
iden tify with that, so we who are ner vous
will proceedtogether.

ISHII: Bishop and mem bers of the con-
ference, 1 move the Petition #30058, p.
1908 of the DCA, item 312, it's page 1908
of thel, 30058 the Peti tion 30058, p. 1908,
item 312.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, item 312,
p. 1908.

Peti tionon ADAand Semi naries
Reconsidered

ISHII: If | haveasecond, I’dliketotalk.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Mation is for re-
consider ation. Isthereasecond?| hear it.

ISHII: Bishop, | ask sign lan guagein ter-
preter and al inter pret ersareplaced. Af ter
thevotinglastnight | wasinformed by del e

gateswhoaredisabledforreconsider ation
of this item. The ADA—American with
Disahil itiesAct—waspassed sothat public
accommodationscouldbeprovided, sothat
soci ety wouldbeac cessi bletopeoplewho
have. . ..

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Couldyou holdjust
a mo ment, we need to see if we have the
vote to re con sider, the speechisin or der.
Allright, thosewhowouldreconsider, vote
Yes when the light appears, those who
would not, vote No. Re con sider, Yes 1; if
not, No, 2. Please vote when the light ap-
pears. This is for reconsideration. [ Yes,
439; No, 384] Yes, reconsideration is
voted, all right. Go ahead.

ISHII: The ADA, Americans with Dis-
abil ity Act, waspassed sothat thepublicac
com mo dations could be pro vided, so that
soci ety wouldbeac cessi bletopeoplewho
arehistori cally beingmarginalized. Some
ADA ac com mo dationsarenot costly. Our
church— United Meth od ists Church—has
theopportunity tobepro-activewithregard
to access and services to our Christian
broth ersand sisterswho aredisabled, who
arean swer ing their call intoministry. We
arecommit tedtobeaninclusivechurch. |
am cer tain that we do not want to make a
statementof exclusion.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, if the
chair of the com mit tee would—isthe chair
of the committee in the house? Faith and
Or der? Isthe Faith and Or der chair here?
WEe're on item 312. Who isthe chair of the
committee? Vice chair is coming. Fine.
Scott, thank you. ThisisCal endar Item 312.
Here' s Rob ert. Just when he thought he' d
gottenaway.

HAYES: | wasget ting somein structions
fromthisaf ternoonand| apol ogizeforthat.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Wehavereconsid-
ered Cal endar Item 312, and there hasbeen
aspeechfor con cur rencewhenthecommit
teerecommended non-con cur renceandthe
housesup portedyouprevi ously.

HAY ES: Check my noteson that, Bishop,
andI'll. ...

BISHOP SPRAGUE: It'son p. 1908.

HAYES: Y es, my notesindi catethat that
iscor rect.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Would you like to
say any thing? Themotionisinopposi tion
towhat thecommit teerecom mended. The
committee recommended non-concur-
rence. There's a mo tion to con cur on the
floor.

HAYES: Well, | think the rationale on
this particular petition is that there have
been agreat num ber of changesthat havea-
ready been made in our United Meth od ist

semi nar iesintermsof com ply ingwiththe
AmericanswithDisabil itiesAct, andif that
is the will of the body—but | think that
where we stand with thisistheline “no ex-
ceptions” becomesavery dif fi cult for usto
seeplacing anunduebur denonmany of the
seminaries.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the mo-
tiononthefloor isfor con cur rencewiththe
original petition. If you would vote Yes,
press 1. Mike 8, please.

DAWN TAYLOR (Eastern Pennsylva
nia): I'd like to make an amendment,
Bishop. OK, I'd liketo say: “In the spirit of
thisdeclaration, UnitedM ethodistsemi nar
ieswill makeall ef fortstomeet ADA, etc.”

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, istherea
second? All right, it is before us. Do you
wishto say any thing fur ther?

TAYLOR: | sup port thisamend ment. |
be lieve we should bein sur ing that all our
semi nariesareseek ingto com ply withthe
act assoon aspossi ble.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Be sure that the
secretarial staff getsthat inwriting, please.
Wehavean amend ment now onthefloor. Is
there a speech against the amend ment? Is
there a speech against the amend ment? Is
thisaspeech against the amend ment? Mike
5, aspeech against.

BENNETT: | amasemi narianwithadis
ability, and I'd like to speak against this
amend ment be cause | do not be lieve that
United Methodist seminaries should be
held to alesser stan dard than other higher
educationuni ver si tiesand col leges. While
my semi nary hasprovided mewith many of
the things that | need, there's still much
work to bedone, and so | would op posethe
amend ment. Thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: There's been a
speech for and a speech against.

HAYES: | would be in favor of the
amend ment becausel dobelievethat Amer-
i cansemi naries—UnitedMethodistssemi
nar iesaredoing all that they can. Someare
doingmorethat others, but | dobelievethat
there’ sacon scious de ¢i sion on the part of
our semi nar iesto com ply with—inev ery
way possi ble—with ADA and | think that
thisamend ment to makeall ef fortsto do so
would beafriendly amend ment. | would ac-
cept that, Bishop.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, as many
as would support the amend ment, vote 1
when the light ap pears, those who do not,
vote 2. Let usvote. [ Yes, 617; No, 226]

All right, asamended, it isbeforeus. All
right, as many as would support the
amended motion, signify with 1. Thosewho
would not, with 2. Voteasthelight ap pears.
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All right, itissup ported. Thank you Robert.
[Yes, 730; No, 139]

And now let's hear from Legidative
Committee on Global Ministries, please.
Mrs. ChristineKeels.

Report of Global MinistriesCommittee

CHRISTINEKEELS(Bal ti more- Wash-
ington): Bishop, theL egislativeCommittee
on Globa Ministrieshad asour sec retary
Jerry Russell fromtheHolston Confer ence.
Jerry has pro cessed over 82 peti tionsand
thecommit teewasvery happy to haveall of
the pro cessed by Sat ur day night. So we af-
firm the excellent work of our secretary,
Jerry Russell. I'd like for him to now come
and present from p. 1991.

AdvancingKoreanMinistriesApproved

JERRY RUSSELL (Holston): Bishop
and members of Genera Conference, |
draw your attentiontop. 1991, to Cal endar
Item 624, Peti tion 30868, foundintheDaily
ChristianAdvocate,the AdvanceEditionon
p. 888, whereyou'll find thelo cation of the
peti tioninitsentirety. Thepeti tionisenti-
tled “The Advancing Korean-American
Ministries.” Thesim pleratio nalethat our
com mit teedeclared aswe con sid ered the
peti tion. Thecommitteerecommendscon
currence as amended. You'll find in the
blue book the AdvanceDaily Christian Ad-
vocate there on p. 893 where the amend-
ment would bein cluded aswe con cur with
this. Therationaleisasfol lows: Thecul mi-
nation of anum ber of years of work of pro-
viding adequate resources for the
Korean-American congregation addresses
particular needsof 1.50r 1%2gener ationsof
leader shipanddevel opmentandcongrega
tional devel opment of lay andclergy partic
ipation and of clergy persons, women
clergyinparticular,forleader shipdevel op
ment. And, therefore, we rec om mend this
peti tionasitisamended.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is be-
foreusfor con cur rence. Asmany aswould
sup port the com mit tee, vote yes when the
light ap pears. Those who would not, do the
converse, vote as the light appears. All
right, and it is automatically referred to
GCFA. [Yes, 847; No, 27]

RUS SELL: And, Bishop, be cause of the
financial impli cationsitisreferred, asyou
shared, to GCFA.

Our second calendar item is Calendar
Item 625, also found there on p. 1992. The
Peti tion is 30863; it'sfound on p. 1822 in
the Daily Christian Advocate. Therational
asthe com mit teeiscon cur rence with this
particular petition and also recommends
concurrence with the following deletion:
the de letion is seen there as printed in the

DailyChristianAdvocate. Therationd for
our recommendationof this petition is in
need of sup port to work with the nine lan-
guage groups of Asian-Amer i cansin con-
gregational development and leadership
devel opmentincommunity ministries.\We
also af firmthiscon cur renceand be causeit
hasfi nancial impli cations, wouldreferitto
GCFA.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, | see a
card intheback. Mike 7. Gentlemaninthe
dark suit.

RON BARHAM (Mississippi): | believe
theseareonthe Consent Cal endar.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Withfi nancia im
pli cations, itwouldbedif fi cultforittobe. |
don’t know if the sec re tary wants to com-
ment. It can not be. All right?Itisbeforeus
if youwould sup port con cur rence, voteyes
when the light appears, if not, converse.
Vote as the light ap pears. It is done. Yes,
Jerry. You are sup ported and ref er enceis
made. [ Yes, 853; No, 27]

HispanicMinistriesPlan Supported

RUSSELL: Our next Caendar Item is
627 found on p. 1992. The Peti tion 30867.
It's found in its en tirety on p. 1823 of the
Daily Christian Ad vo cate. Our commit tee
votes in concurrence as amended, and
you' |l find theamend ment therelistedinthe
bold type and our ratio nalefor thiscon cur-
rencewiththeamend mentisthat it provides
for the continual work for this particular
committee, theNativeAmeri canCommit
tee, on the comprehensive plan and
resourcingtheleader shipandthecongrega
tions.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it is prop-
erly beforeus. Yes, mike 2 please.

BARBARA GALLOWAY-EDGAR
(Southwest Texas): Y ousaid Native Amer-
i can and the num ber you pointed usto was
the Hispanic Plan. Which are we dealing
with?

RUSSELL: Yes, I'd like to redo that.
Bishop, I'm as ner vous as all those other
per sonswho stood here. | would like to say
that that’ s num ber three. | got ahead of my-
self on my notes. It' sthe National Plan for
Hispanic Ministries. Excuse me for that
mistake. Also, there’'s financial implica
tionsthere, aswell. | for got that.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, itis prop-
erly beforeus.

RUSSELL: Andsotherationaleagain, if
you'd al low meto speak to that, isthe plan
isto equip numer ous con fer encesto bein
volvedinministry withHispanicper sonsin
their midst. The plan hasassisted in the de
vel oping plansforlocal ministriesand has
workedtorevi ta izeloca Hispaniccongre

gations and churches. It has mobilized
non-Hispanic local churches for the His-
panic ministry, and has worked to
strengthen thetrained Hispanic clergy lead
er ship. Andthereforethecommit teewould
recommend concurrence with the amend-
mentsthat arethereand refer ral to Gen eral
Council onFi nanceand Administration.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: If you would sup-
port the com mit tee, voteyeswhen thelight
appears. If not, tothecontrary. Voteplease.
Thecommitteeissup ported. [ Yes, 875; No,
19]

RUSSELL: Areweready Sir.
BISHOP SPRAGUE: Yes

RUSSELL: Our next Calendar Item is
628 on p. 1992, Peti tion 30869, p. 895 we
concur with this peti tion asit is amended
also werefer it to Gen eral Coun cil of Fi-
nanceandAdministration.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Right, itisproperly
beforeus. If youwould sup portthecommit
tee, vote yes when the light ap pears, not to
the contrary. Vote please. [Yes, 857; No,
31] Thecommitteeissupported. Y esJerry.

RUSSELL: Our next Caendar Item is
629, p. 1993, the Petition is 30865, it's
found on p. 880. We voted in con cur rence
with this in the legislativesession. Italso
hassomefinancial impli cations.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: And so there is a
ref erencethen?

RUSSELL: Thereisarecommendation
and areferrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right as many
as would sup port the com mit tee vote yes
whenthelight ap pearsand tothecontrary if
you donot. [ Yes, 872; No, 22] Committeeis
supported.

East Point, Geor gia
Denied GBGM Relocation

RUSSELL : Ca endar Item 631, foundon
p. 1993, Peti tion 31341, it's found on the
Advanceon p. 912. Theti tleisto movethe
Board of Globa Ministries to East Point,
Geor gia. And be causetherewaspotential
implicationsdepending on the will of the
body that’ sthereasonthat it ishere, bishop.
Our committeevoted nonconcur rencewith
this pe ti tion based upon the ac tion of the
1996 Gen eral Confer enceand sotherefore
wevotenonconcur rence.

BISHOPSPRAGUEAII rightthemotion
is for nonconcurrence as many as would
support the committee please vote yes,
press yes, if not press no. [Yes, 692; No,
202] Thecommit teehassup ported, but East
Pointisrepresented. (laughter)

RUS SELL: Long live the state of Geor-
gia. Bishop | would liketo ask Cheol Kwak
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Cadlifornia-Pacific Conference come and
address Calendar Item 626. And then |
would like Guy Ameswho headed the sub-
committee from Oklahoma to come and
deal with Cal endar Item 630 and 632.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: OK Cheol. Please

Confer ence Agreesto
NativeAmer i canSudy

CHEOL KWAK (Cdifornia-Pacific):
Bishop and members of the conferencel
wouldliketodi rectyouat tentiontop. 1992,
the Calendar Item is 626, the Petition
31293. Theti tle of thispeti tionisto “De-
velop afour year study on car ing for cre-
ationfromaNativeAmeri canper spective.”
Withtheamend ment thecommitteefelt that
we need to con tinue to en cour age our Na
tiveAmeri cansistersandbrotherstoarticu
latethetheol ogy of car ing for creation, so
thecommitteerecommendsconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: | am sorry | was
checking.

KWAK : Thecommitteerecommendcon
currence

BISHOP SPRAGUE: With amend ment?
Reference?

KWAK: Noref erence.
BISHOP SPRAGUE: With the $80,000?

KWAK: That is already budgeted item
so

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, all right.
Itisbeforeus. Thenif you would sup port
the committee please vote yes. If not no
whenthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 776; No, 119]
Clearly supported

GUY C. AMES, Ill (Oklahoma): | was
the chair of the sub com mit tee on gen eral
which dealt with vol un teersand struc tural
issues. If youwould find your Peti tion 630
found on p. 1993, Cal en dar Item 630, Peti-
tion 31570, and you will find it in your Ad-
vance DCA on p. 866. Our legidative
committee has recommended nonconcur
rencefor thereasonthat theUnited Meth od-
iss Women and Women's Division
maintainsintheir pur posesthisvery intent
all throughout our disci plinary language.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. The mo-
tion is for nonconcurrence. If you would
sup port the com mit tee vote yes when the
light ap pears, if not to the con trary. [Yes,
758; No, 133] Thecommitteeissupported.

VIM Funding De bated

AMES: Thank you Bishop and Cal endar
Item 632 on p. 1993, Peti tion 30489, which
you will find in your AdvanceDCA on p.
870. This is a petition regquesting the en-
cour agement of vol unteer missioncoor di-
nators, paid staff in everyjurisdiction,as

well aswehaveamended thisto en cour age
on-going discussion with central confer-
encesrel ativetothedevel opment of further
VIM pro gramsthere. Werec om mend con-
cur renceasamended.

BISHOPSPRAGUE: Itisbeforeus. Yes,
mi cro phone 2, please. Mike2.

JAMESA. HARNISH (Florida): Bishop,
basi cally, | haveaquestion. Wasthere cor+
sid er ation of thisbeing funded through the
existingBoardof Global Ministriesfunds?

AMES: Yes, what we have discov-
ered—thispeti tionwasactually discusseda
cou ple of yearsago, when not al jurisdic
tions main tained a paid staff at this level.
Sincethat time, ev ery jurisdiction hasVol
unteer in Mis sion staff, some of which is
paidthrough, atthisparticulartime, general
board funds. How ever, webelievethat this
isajurisdictional-level ministry. Itisgrass
roots, itisvery populist, anditisour intent
toencour agejurisdictionstostepfor ward
and raise up the funds for this at that level.

HARNISH: Then,if I may . ..
BISHOP SPRAGUE: Surely.

HARNISH: | would movearefer ral tothe
Board of Global Ministries for funding.
Andif | haveasecond, I'll speak toit.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thereisasec ond.
Please, speak.

HARNISH: Brothers and sisters, we're
hav ing awon der ful timeaf firming ex ce-
lentmissionand ministry withtruck loadsof
dollars behind them. And it seems to me
that some where along this path, we haveto
begin say, arethere some of thesevery wor-
thy pro jectsthat can be funded through ex-
isting channels, rather than continuing to
add more and morefunding chan nels? And
tosay that we' regonnalet thejurisdictions
pay forit, ... Thebank still endsat thelo cal
church, and the money all co mesfrom the
sameplace. Andit’ svery easy, whenwe're
onthefloor here, toimag inethat by voting
“yes,” some how themoney isgoingto ma
teri al izejust out of nowhere. And | would
urgerefer ring thisto Board of Global Min
istriesfor their funding.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: And that's a—that
is a refer ral? To the—would you say that
again, Jim?|’mnot hear ing you say “ study”

HARNISH: Refer—
BISHOPSPRAGUE.:...I"'mhearingyou
per hapsal tering...

HARNISH: Y es, themotionwas, refer to
theBoardof Global Ministriesfor consider
ation of their funding.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank
you. All right, theamend mentisbeforeus. |
saw acard over here. Y es, please, mike 3?

Mike3. Themotionforreferral isbeforeus.
A motionfor refer ral. Mike 3. Take your
time.

SHARON L.MOE (PacificNorthwest): |
chair the WesternJurisdictionCouncil on
Ministries,andweconsideredapeti tionfor
funding Vol unteersinMissionthisyear for
thenext quadren nium, whichwedecidedto
turn down, be cause the amount of money
that wasbeing re quested for funding VIM
was equal to our entire bud get for the next
four years. We aso voted not to support
VIM, not becauseitisn'tawonder ful enter-
prise, whichweall af firmvery strongly, but
be causeitisVolunteersin Mission, and we
had somefeel ingsthat it might best be, corn-
tinue to be supported through volunteer
work. So | speak in favor of referring it
to—back to the gen eral board.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, we've
had two speeches in favor of referrd, is
thereaspeech against?My good ness, | seea
pink card in the cen ter. It looks like a dark
suit, yes. Please. Mike 8, mike 8. Thisneeds
tobeinoppositiontoreferral.

DAVID L. SEVERE (Oklahoma): |
speakinoppositiontoreferral.| believethis
isamat ter that we ought to con sider in our
jurisdictions. Weinthe South Central have
avery strongprogram. Webelieveinit. We
will support it. The Genera Board of
Global Ministrieshasnotindi cateditswill-
ing nessto do this at this point. They might
beableto. It stoour gent for usto putit off. |
wouldsupportthecommittee' sproposal.

BISHOP SPAGUE: All right, isthere an-
other speech against refer ral?'Y es, mike 5,
plesse. Mike 5.

MARION L. MUTHIAH (Dakotas): It
seemsto methat if welook at the amended
peti tionasisinourDCA, wewill noticethat
the fund ing has been crossed out, but there
isavery im por tant el ement whichthe Gen
eral Board of Global Ministries has been
askedtodo, andthatis, toenter intodiscus
sionwiththecentral confer encesrel ativeto
discoveringthepossi bili tiesof vol unteers.
Oth er wise, | don't seethat there’ sfunding
asked for in this.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, we've
had two speeches on each side. Would the
chair like to speak?

AMES: Yes, |’ dspeak against refer ral for
twoparticular reasons. Thefirstbeingthat
therearethreejurisdictional conferencesal
ready that have fully funded a complete
Volunteer in Mission staff: Southeast,
South Central, North Central. Andsincethe
petition was first admitted, the General
Board of Global Ministrieshasestablished
through some of their mission fund ing the
intent that thisshould be estab lishedin ev-
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ery jurisdiction. Infact, their wordtousin
com mit tee was that this would go on re-
gardlessof theaction of thisconfer encebe
cause of thecom mit ment fromthegen eral
board to vol unteer in ministry. | think the
intent of therefer ral isal ready un der way,
Bishop; and so | speak against it.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, the
amendment is for referral to the General
Board of Global Ministries. If youwould
supportreferral, voteyes; if youwould not,
vote no. Please vote as the light appears.
[Yes, 398; No, 502] Y ou do not refer, and
now the main mo tion is be fore us. If you
wouldsup portthecommittee’ srecomment
dationfor con cur rence, voteyes; if no, vote
no asthelight ap pears.[ Yes, 767; No, 145]
And the committee is supported. Thank
you, Guy.

That’sit. Christine, any thing fur ther?

CHRISTINE DEAN KEELS (Balt-
more-Washington): Bishop, thisconcludes
thereport of Global Ministriescommittee.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Youfolksareor ga
nized!

KEELS: Thank you.
BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you.

(Applause)

And now, Local Church, the Reverend
Tyrone Gordon and his collogues. | see a
green card here, mike 2, please. Mike2. Re-
mind you, we' re un der an or der of the day
for 11:45. Yessir?

THOMAS V. WOLFE (North Centra
New Y ork): Bishop and del egates, | move
tosuspendtherulestoconsider aresolution
concerningtheimpactof theologi cal dif fer
ences within our church, and to have it
printed in the DCA for consider ation by the
body af ter the24-hour-period.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Thereisa
mo tion for sus pen sion of the rules for the
pur pose stated. It needsasec ond. Istherea
sec ond? | hear the sec ond. It’s not de bat-
able. It requires a two-thirds vote. If you
would sup port the sus pen sion of therules,
vote yes when the light ap pears; if you do
not, vote no. Vote, please, when the light
appears.[ Yes, 472; No, 424] Not sup ported.
Thank youfor try ing.

Allright. Let’sturnnow to. .. Lavon, al
right. I’m sorry. Bi fo cals need to be come
trifocals. Higher Ed u cation will oc cur be-
forewelook at thelo cal church Par donme,
Brother Gordon. Mrs. Lavon Wilson,
plesse.

ReportfromHigher EducationCommittee

J. LAVON WILSON (lllinois Great
Rivers): Good Morn ing, Bishop. | can re-
late; | havetrifocalslike wise.

(Laughter)

If you would, open up your DCAsto page
1909, Cal endar Item 322, Peti tion 30010;
AdvanceDCA, 967.

Our committee recommended noncon
cur renceonthispeti tion.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Anything further
you would like to say? Rationale? Okay.
Yeah, | see a card in the back. Mike 8,
please. Looks like a blue denim shirt. Yes,
Mike 8.

TYSON FERGU SON (Detroit): | havea
question, if youcanclarify for me.l amcon
fused onthecounting pro cessasfar as“for”
and“against” speeches, aswell asquestions
inhow you'relabel ingthoseasto“for” and
“against.” Cur rently, you are count ing an
amend ment and that pre senter as a speech
“for"—

BISHOP SPRAGUE: That iscor rect.

FER GU SON: —andyou’ veal so counted
acou pleof questionsin—how ever you de
cided to categorize them one way or the
other. Can you please clar ify for us—

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Sure.
FER GU SON: —how thisisworking?

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Surely. When
speeches are made the chair hasthere spon-
si bil ity, if it’snot clear in what the speaker
says, asheor sheintro ducesthe speech on
whichside. Thechair hastheresponsi bil ity
tointer pret onwhichside, toan nouncethat
onthebody—tothebody. If it'spossi bleto
go from pro to con, that is the way that our
rulessug gest. In thelast sit u ation we had
two on one side be fore we could get to the
other. But when an amendment is made
from thefloor that amend ment and the sub-
se quent speech count on the one side.

FERGU SON: Thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: You're welcome.
Thank you. Please. Rationale?

Classi cal Christionity Affir mation
for Semi nariesDefeated

WIL SON: Therationalefor thiswasthat,
that they wanted aset timeperiodfor theen
gag ing of an evan ge list, and they did not
want to hold that bind ing and so, therefore,
the committee recommended nonconcur
rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Motion

for noncon cur renceisbeforeus. If you sup-
port that, voteyeswhen thelight ap pears; if

not, to the contrary.[Yes, 790; No, 103]
Committeeissupported. All right.Lavon?

WIL SON: Thenext, ex cuse me, the next
pageis 1993, Cal endar Item 633, Peti tion
30965 in the Advance DCA 1027. And the
committeerecommendednonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: State ment of ratio-
nae?

WIL SON: It was stated that fac ulty and
staff of our United Meth od ist schoolsshall
af firmclassi cal Christianity. Again, wefelt
that that was a binding portion and they
votednonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. The mo-
tionfor nonconcur renceisbeforeus. If you
sup port the com mit tee, please vote yes; if
not, no when the light ap pears. [ Yes, 685;
No, 216] The com mit teeis sup ported. All
right.

WIL SON: Our next page is on the same
pageof 1993. ItisCal endar Item 634, Peti-
tion 30256, AdvanceDCA 1021. The sub-
jectismakingAf ricaUni ver sity apri ority.
Thecommitteerecommendedconcurrence.
We redlize that this item has been gone
throughwith GCFand A, but wewanted the
floor to know that we were in ac cord with
this.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Motionis
for con cur rence. Voteyes, if you sup port;
no, if you do not when the light appears,
please. [Yes, 809; No, 86] All right. The
committeeissupported.

WIL SON: Thenext pageis 1994, Cal en+
dar ltem 635, Petition 31452, Advance
DCA, p. 947. This is on changing the
two-thirds vote to three-fourths for a writ-
tenbal lot count for the can di dacy for or di-
nation and the committee recommends
nonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. It is be-
fore us. If you would sup port the com mit-
tee, vote yes; if not, no when the light
appears.[Yes, 788; No, 106] Committeeis
sup ported. All right.

WIL SON: Onthevery samepage, Cal en
dar 1tem 636, Peti tion 30404, AdvanceDCA
p. 948. Thisisonthepro ceduresmay bein
cluding council about ministry of candi
dates with disabilities. The committee
recommendednonconcurrence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. It is be-
fore us. If you would sup port the com mit-
tee, voteyes; if not, voteno. Holdit. | see, |
see a card. Par don me. Mike seven, that's
fine, mike 7.

PEGGY A. JOHNSON (Batimore-
Washington): I’ dliketo speak against this. |
think many can di dates need this. | was at
the Ex ploration’98in asmall group with
young people with disabilities. They are
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greatly inneed of thiscounsel. Pleasedefeat
thecommittee’ snonconcurrent.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. Istherea
speech in support of the committee? All
right. LavVon?

WIL SON: Wewereinformed that it was
al ready in place, Bishop, in the Discipline
and that was our reason for our non con cur-
rence.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right. If you
would sup port the com mit tee, vote yes; if
not, no as the light ap pears. [ Yes, 616; No,
289] Committeeissupported, andwe'll call
now, thank ing you, LaVon. Call for the or-
der of the day and in vitethose who are go-
ing to make the GCF and A re port to come
forward.

Thank you very much, com mit tee
GCFAReport
(Applause)

All right, Bishop Norris. Or der of theday,
GCFA report #16. Thisisforinfor mation
only.

BISHOP AL FRED A. NORRIS (North-
west Texas-New MexicoArea): Thank you
Bishop Sprague, mem bers of the Gen eral
Conference. Bishop Spraguebeforel begin
thereport |’ dliketorequest asuspensionof
therulesinor derthat material relatedtothe
reportmight bedistributed.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, it has
been sec onded. If you would sup port the
suspen sion of therulesin or der that infor-
mation might bedistrib uted, voteyeswhen
the light ap pears, if not, no, re mem ber it
takesa2/3 vote. Please vote asthelight ap-
pears. (Pause) Y ou do sup port themo tion
and the distri bu tion may be done. Bishop
Norris.

BISHOPNORRIS: Bishop and del egates
of the Gen eral Con fer ence, I'm pleased to
pres ent the work of the Connectional Min-
istries Funding Pat tern Task Force. Let me
be gan with abit of history. Asapart of its
prep aration for the 1996 Gen eral Con fer-
ence, the GCFA con ducted aseries of lis-
tening projects with a number of annua
conferences. Many of the annual confer
encesex pressed con cerns about the ap por-
tion ment system and the ways of fund ing
the overall mission and ministry of The
United Methodist Church. Atthe 1996 Gen
eral Con fer ence, the GCFA pro posed, and
the Gen eral Con fer ence ap proved, the es-
tab lishment of thistask force, charged with
study ing abroad range of is suesre lated to
the man ner in which connectional min is-
tries are funded in The United Methodist
Church.

Topicsto be stud ied weretoin clude the
appor tionment systemasafundingmecha
nism and a gen eral fund struc ture, which
can be communicated most effectively.
Pur suant tothisman date, thetask forcehas
been meet ing since the fall of 1996, to pre
pare are port for the GCFA and the 2000
Genera Conference, of the first compre
hensiveeval uationandreview of theap por-
tionment and funding systems in the
32-year history of United Methodism. |
wouldlike, at thistime, to present Mr.Tracy
Merrick whowill intro ducethismorning’'s
presentationteam, apart of thegreat, ex cet
lent team that has served the church well
through thisef fort.

Connectional MinistriesFunding Report

TRACY MERRICK (Western Penn syl
vania): Thank you Bishop Norris. We'd
also like to thank Bishop Looney for his
wonderful presentationduringwor shipthis
morningasanintroductiontostew ardship
asacon cept we need to get more at tention
towithinour denomi nationandthat weare
stew ardsof al that God hasentrustedto us.
Our groupisbeforeyoutoday topresent the
report of the Connectiona Ministries
Funding Pat terns Task Force. Itisforinfor-
mationonly at thistime. If youwouldliketo
refertoit, itisprinted in the AdvanceDCA,
redvol ume, asreport no.16 fromthe GCFA
onpp. 364-386. Inaddi tion,acompendium
of re search per formed by Don House, on
be half of the com mit tee, was mailed to all
delegates.

Before giving our presentation, | have
onebit of infor mationthat I’d liketo share
withyou. Asyouareprobably aware, report
16wasreviewedbytheFinancial Adminis
trationLegislative Committee. That com-
mit teedecidedthat it wouldbeap propri ate
tomakeanadjust mentintheap por tionment
formula. During it's meseting last night,
GCFA agreed that the Council would ac-
cept this ad just ment when both the GCFA
report and the committee report are pre-
sented to the ple nary later thisweek.

Both GCFA and the task force cer tainly
stand be hind the work of the task force as
rep re sented in re port 16. How ever, inthe
spirit of what wethink isbest for the church
at thistime, webelievethat thisad just ment
should be accepted. In case you're inter-
ested, on p. 374, under the category“Net
Expenditures’ you'll seeinthereportthere,
for each an nual confer ence, that the net ex-
penditures for the entire, al of the loca
churchesin con fer ence, would be re duced
by current capital expenditures and pay -
ments to general church apportionments.
That' s part of there port asit’sprinted. The
adjustmentwouldsubtract alsodebt service
pay mentsandall remainingbenevolences.

Now to our presentation. If youhaveread
our re port, you will rec og nizethat the task
force dealt with many is suesthat are much
broader then purely an ap por tion ment for-
mula. Infact, wespent nearly theentirefirst
year wrestling with anum ber of issuesand
study ingthemvery carefully. Issuessuchas
issuesof theol ogy, mat tersof stew ard ship,
aspects of our Wesleyan her i tage, and re-
searchregarding giving pat ternsacrossour
denomi nation. Thetask forcehasat tempted
to deter minewheretheinter sectionisbe-
tween dl of these con cepts and our find-
ings. And we believe, as we developthe
report, that we reflectedthatinfor mation,
and we believe our re search cer tainly sup-
portsall of therecommendationswithinthe
report. Thismorningthereare5membersof
thetask forcewho’ Il briefly ad dressed var i-
ousaspectsof our very criti cal report. First,
BruceBirch, whoisacademicDeanat Wes
ley Theological Seminary, will address
theol ogi cal foundations.

Theologi cal Foundationsfor Funding

BRUCE C. BIRCH (Dean, Wesley Theo-
logica Semi nary): Thank you. My sisters
and broth ersin Christ all of us know that
each Genera Conference, this General
Con fer ence, will set abud get. It be comes
our responsi bil ity tosup port then, thecom:
mit mentsthat we have made. Our task force
was given the as sign ment to strug glewith
how that responsibility is to be faithfully
shared in our connectional church. We
knew that our present systemfor doing that
was not an equitable sharing of one an-
other’ sbur densand we sought to find away
tofaith fully share those bur denswith each
other. To do that, we sought to ground the
work of thetask forceinatheol ogy of stew-
ardship that is bibli cally based and Wes-
leyan in spirit.

Al thoughtheroleof stew ardisacentra
onethrough out the Bi ble, | want thismorn-
ing to il lustratethedeep bibli cal foun da
tions for our work by look ing briefly with
you at two texts. The first is Exodus
16—the story of the mannain the wil der-
ness, startingwithverse13.“Intheevening,
quails came up and cov ered the camp. And
in the morning, there was a layer of dew
around the camp and when the layer dew
lifted, thereonthesur faceof thewil der ness,
was afine flaky sub stance, as fine as frost
ontheground. Andwhenthelsrael itessaw
it, they said to one an other ‘what isit? for
they did not know what it was and Mo ses
said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord
hasgivenyouto eat.” ”

“Thisiswhat the Lord has com manded,
gather asmuch of it aseach of you needs, an
omer toaper son. Andthelsrael itesdid so.
Some gath er ing more, someless, but when
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they mea sured it with an omer, those who
gath ered much had noth ing over and those
who gath ered lit tle had no lack; they gath-
ered eachasmuchasany of themneeded.”

Thisstory of themannain thewil der ness
is a foundational story for understanding
the way in which God provides for the
needs of the community of the peopleof
God and its jour ney through the world. It
definestheim por tant qual i tiesthat distin
guish God's people as a community of
stewards.

| want to lift up three of those qual i ties.
Thefirst is discernment. The name manna
it self comesfromtheHebrew wordsfor the
responsemadeby Israel. What isit, manna?
Likelsrael we, too, stand sur rounded by re-
sourcesand of tenfail torec og nizethemfor
what they really are. Namely, God'’ sgiftsto
pro videfor hu man need and to em power a
community to serve those needs. The
manna story urges us to the discernment
that sees all of our re sources as the gift of
God, for the needs of God’s world and not
asourownindividual orlocal possessions,
a point so aptly made this morning by
Bishop Looney in hisser mon.

A second qual ity out of themannastory is
equity. Thedistri bu tion of the mannawas
related to need. No one was to have too
muchortoolittle. Now, of course, thiswasa
divine miracle at the time; but the
church—the com mu nity of faith—hasread
this scrip ture asaman date. We must ex er-
cise stew ard ship over the giftsof God’ sre-
sources in ways that make resources
ac cessi bleto those who have the great est
need. Re sources are not to be hoarded. The
abun dant lifeis not the life marked by ex-
cess, but by enough, and enough for all.

Andfinally, athirdqual ity fromthisstory
isthe qual ityof mission. Wereceive God' s
giftsasGod’ sstew ardstoenableour partic
i pationin God'smission, and not the suc-
cessof our own strategic plansor material
security. As in the manna story, this re-
quires on-going commit ment and engage:
mentinreceivingandusing God' sgifts.We
can not hoard those gifts for afu ture day.
We can not measuretheir use by our needs
alone. Themissionrequiresdistri butionand
useof God' sgiftsfor thesakeof themission
inaday today, year af ter year, commit ment
toreceivingand giv ing of God’ sgifts.

Discernment,equity and mission are the
con stant marks of the peo ple of God asthe
community of stewards. They were the
qual i tiesthat thetask forcetried to keep be
fore us in our work through the quadren
nium, and we hope you will see this
reflected in our recommendations. We
found all of thesequal i tiesin spiringly re-
flectedin Paul’ slet ter to the church at Cor-

inth, whenhewrotetoask foracol lectionto
aidthechurchinJerusalem.In2 Corinthi
ans 8, Paul writes, “1 do not mean that there
should berelief for oth ersand bur densfor
you but that, as a mat ter of equal ity, your
present abundance should supply their
need, so that their abundance might later
sup ply your need that there might be equal-
ity.” Asitiswrit ten, the one who gath ered
much had noth ing over and the one who
gath eredlit tlehad nolack.

Itisinthespirit of Paul’ slet ter to Cor inth
that weask youto consider theremainder of
thisreport asamat ter of discern ment, ec+
uity, and mis sion. We ask you to take to
heart Jesus’ admoni tion, “ Tothosetowhom
much isgiven, much will berequired.”

MERRICK: Jon athan Holston, aDistrict
SuperintendentfromAtlanta, will reflecton
our connectional heritage.

Connectional Her i tageand Funding

JONATHAN L. HOLSTON (North
Geor gia): AsUnited Methodists, weac cept
and affirm that the primary task of our
churchisto makedisci plesof JesusChrist,
to pro claim the gos pel, the good news, and
to seek andtowel comeand gather peo pleof
faith into the body of Christ. When one
joins the United Methodist congregation,
one be comesamem ber of thetotal United
Methodist connection. Wedefinethat cort
nectionasanetwork of inter dependentand
interrelated relationships among persons
likeyour selves—ingroups,inlocal andre
gional, national andinter national levels.As
mem bers, wepromise God and our congre
gation that wewill up hold the church with
our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our
ser vice. And that churchisthelocal church,
or thedistrict, or thean nual confer enceor
eventhegen eral church.

Our promiseto God and the church opens
up to usthevast ministry that awaitsthose
who seek thefieldsripefor har vest. 1 Corin
thi ans, the 12" chap ter, the 12" verse, states
that “thebody isaunit. Thoughitismadeup
of many parts and though all of its partsare
many, they form one body. Likewise,
though we are many mem bers, we are one
body.” Even though we may be over 8 mil-
lionlay members, weareonebody. Wemay
be 43,000 clergy mem bers, we are still one
body. We may be consecrated diaconal
ministers, we may be preparatory mem-
bers—we are still one body. We may belo-
cal churchesor pastoral charges, districts,
annual conferences, and episcopal areas,
butweareonebody. Wearelocated all over
theworld through central confer encesand
over 1mil lionlay per sonsaroundtheworld,
but we are one body. We are the body of
Christ called United Methodists, people

who send missionar ies, and our selves, into
theworld, toliveasser vantsfor Christ. We
aretheBody of Christwhoministerinmore
than 100 United Meth odiist col legeand uni-
ver si ties, aswell as sup port over 13 theo-
logi cal schoolstoed u cateour pastors. We
are the Body of Christ that bears each oth-
ers’ bur densthrough reaching out in times
of need and di saster. We are the Body of
Christ connectedto gether. Wedomorethan
ex pressacon cern for the worker, the sick,
and the poor. We do more than ex pressa
concern for the poor, the aging, the im-
paired, and the op pressed. We the Body of
Christpartici patetogether. Westruggleto-
gether to help thosein need. Thisisim por-
tant to our faith.

There fore, as peo ple gather to gether as
congregations, wearecon nectedto gether.
We do more than no single individua,
church, district, an nual con- ference could
ever doby itself. Weareindeedtheconnec
tion. Weareto gether.

So asatask forcewewere con vinced that
the United Methodists identify with the
needtobeinmission. AsUnitedMethodists
wedesireto bein missionto gether, and as
United Meth od iststhe man dateisto bein
mission to gether ev ery where. Asapart of
thiscon cept, our theme—A Chargeto Keep
| Have, Our Calling to Fulfill—is one in
which we felt strongly that our goal was to
assist our church. This United Methodist
Church, inful fill ing John Wesley’sad age
to“Doall thegood you can, inall the places
youcan, toall thepeopleyoucan.” Asatask
force we sought to build upon this con nec-
tion, thisnet work that wasinter related and
interdependent. We sought funding as a
mission, asan ex pression of our stew ard-
ship. It wasamission and an ex pression of
our connectedness. It pro videsfor usav e-
nues for giv ing in or der that we not only
could be strong lo cal churches and an nual
confer ences, but that wecoul d becon nected
together seek ing tobeinmissionto gether,
seeking to be God's people at home and
around the world.

MERRICK: Jeannie Trevino-Teddlie
from the Central Texas Conference will
now ex plain someof our criti ca find ings
andtheem phasisonstew ard ship.

Researchon Funding Findings

JEANNIE TREVINO-TEDDLIE
(Central Texas): Intheresearchthat wedid,
wediscov eredthat theol ogy af fectschurch
giving more than ingtitutional policies.
Bishop Looney re minded us that our own
theol ogy contradictsaconsumertheol ogy.
That consumer theol ogy that says, “ Gainall
you can, spend all you can, keep all you
can.” Bishop Looney re minded us that Fa-
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ther John saysit adif fer ent way: “Earn al
you can, saveall you can, giveall you can.”
John Wedley encouraged Methodists to
workwithdil i genceanddisci plinemaking
wise use of the gifts and re sources that are
en trusted to them by God.

Another findingwasthat for stew ard ship
programs to be successful, they must in-
volve athe ol ogy and avi sion of both per-
sond and collective responsibilities. Our
consumer-drivensoci ety says, “| earnedit.
It's mine” This understanding leads to
mem bersseeingtheir givingaspay ing for
ser vices, pay ingfor ser vicesrendered. But
our Bibli cal rootsem phasizetheroleof the
stew ard: “All that | amand all that | haveco-
mes to my care from God.”

I think one of the most im por tant things
that our task forcehasdone hasbeentoini ti-
ateamajor cur ric ulum piece on stew ard-
ship that was just passed out to you. It's
entitled,Seward: LivingasDisci plesinEv
eryday Life The United Methodist Pub-
lishing House is devel opingthis12-week
study resource for small groups in local
churches. It will be avail able at the end of
thisyear for usein Jan u ary of 2001. In the
book let, itwill giveanover view of thiscur-
riculum, of the contentsof Steward.

Those of you who may not havere ceived
this copy, you can go down to the
Cokesbury display and there are these
book lets that are avail able to you. In the
very back of thebook et youwill seeapost-
card that you canfill out for morein for ma
tion. | think it's one of the most im por tant
piecesthat’ sbeing put to gether for ustore
ally beabletounder stand our selvesasstew-
ads as a way of counteracting the
con sumer-driven so ci ety inwhichwelive
in. Thetask forceisex tremely pleased that
thisre source will beavail abletoyou by the
end of thisyear andwecommendittoyou.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Al right. We' rego-
ing to need to move towards conclusion
now rather quickly, please. Cou ple of min-
utes.

MERRICK: Don House, an economist
from Houston, Texaswill pres ent some of
theformulaeandrationale.

For mulasfor Funding

DON ALD HOUSE (Texas): Asyou may
know the ap por tion ment fundsthat come
fromthisGen eral Con fer encethrough the
Annual Confer encesaregov erned by three
formulaes. A decimal formula, and two
expenditary formulae. We studied those
for mulaeandtheef fectsof thosefor mulae
for three and a half years. And we came up
withsev era criti cal findings. One, thereis
no link between the health of the local
church, andthelev el sof apportionmentsas

signed to those local churches during the
quadrennium. The amounts that are as-
signed are fixed for the quadrenniumand
it'snot linked to thewhat hap pensto thelo-
cal churchdur ingthat quadren nium.

Thesecond, thereareseri ousineq ui ties
we found. We found that the least able to
sup port thegen eral church sometimesgets
thelarg est ap por tion ments. Troy isan ex-
ample, yet the apportionments represent
4.4% of their total local church expendk
tures. North Georgia, the apportionments
represent only 2.8% of their total loca
church ex pendi tures. And North Geor gia,
webelieve, isthestronger, fi nancialy, an
nual conference. There are dif ferencesin
abil ity acrosstheannual confer encetosup-
portthegeneral churchappor tionments.

Wefind that there are sub stan tial dif fer-
ences in payouts. The lowest payout is
around 64% for anannual confer ence. And
the highest is 100%. We ask ourselves:
Why arethesesubstantial dif fer encesexist
ing today across the denomination? We
foundthat most of thosedif fer enceshaveto
dowithdif fer encesinabil ity tosup port the
general church.

The fourth find ing is we' ve dis cov ered
that membership is really not closely re-
lated to the activities of the local church,
andisapoorindi cator.

Theproposedfor mula. The pro posed for-
mulapro videsalink be tween the health of
thelocal churchandthelev elsof ap por tion
ments that are assigned from the Genera
Con fer ence. We find that the new ap por-
tionment formula does take into account
dif fer encesin abil ity to pay acrossthe an-
nual con fer ences. That iswhat isin cluded
inthe“1” fac tor. We also find, or you will
find, that the proposed formula takes out
mem ber ship, out of theap por tionment for-
mula. Change can be disruptive. Weknow
thatif thereisachangeintheap por tion ment
for mula, thosethat receivethel ower ap por-
tionment formula are going to respond
beauti fully. But thosethat get the higher ap-
por tionment for mulawill find, or may find,
thatthat’ sgoingtobesomewhat disruptive.
Totakethisinto ac count, what we have pro-
posed isafour-year tran si tion; that dur ing
those years we use both sets of pro por tion
for mu las, the one pro posed, aswell asthe
threethat areex isting. And over those four
years we will transition such, that in the
year 2004, wewill beusing the new ap por-
tionmentformula.

Secondly, we find that the proposd
brought forth by the financial administra
tion to bring in the two addi tional deduc
tionsin agrace ful step. Webelieveitisa
graceful steptoward per fection.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you. Can
you bring thisto con clu sion now please?

PATRICIA E. FARRIS (Caifornia-Pa
cific): Sistersand broth ers, aswe werere-
minded this morn ing, John Wes ley knew
that his peo ple would and should haveis-
sues with money. He knew that we would
needtheper sonal and cor poratedisci plines
of saving and giving, giving, giving. He
knew that we would need a mechanism,
whereby those of more af flu ent meanscan
join with those of more lim ited means, to
pool our resources, for theunder girding of
themissionandtheministry of JesusChrist
in the world.

Ithasbeenaprivilegetoservethechurch
through this taskforce. And we offer you
now thisreport, thefruitsof our labors. We
of fertoolsforfurtherresearchandanalysis,
tools for spiritual formation as stewards.
And we of fer anew tool for ap por tioned
giv ing, to carry for ward the great work of
our church with re newed strength and en-
thu si asm. Itisour fer vent hopethat in its
depth and scope, this report may be a
springboard to ener gizearenewal of our
com mit ment as United Meth od iststo per-
sonal and connectional stew ard ship to the
glory of God. Thisisour chargeto keep, and
our call ingtoful fill. Asweconclude, | in-
vite you to stand and join in the sing ing of
hymn no. 413, verses 1 and 2. CharlesWes
ley's“A Charge To Keep.” Please note that
wewill useplural pronouns, rather than per-
sonal ones.

(Song)

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, thank you
very much. We're so appreciativeforthe
hard work done. It will be cared for in the
regular processof busi ness. Wethank you.
And now let uscall the Secretary for ward,
Car olyn Mar shall. But also assheiscom-
ing, Mary Alice Massey and Fitzgerald
Reist. Mike 2, please. Mary Al ice.

MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Bishop Sprague, it does not seem that at this
timewewill haveenough cal endar itemsto
warrant a plenary session this afternoon,
and so | movethat theagendabead justed to
a lowforcommitteemeetingsall af ter noon
andthenfor plenary to night.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, is that
sec onded?1tis. Asmany aswould sup port
thead aptation, voteyes. Thosewhowould
not, voteno. Thiswill givetheentireaf ter-
noon to legidative time. Vote when the
light ap pears, please. Let’s hold steady. It
overwhelmingly passes.| Yes, 801; No, 66]
All right, Car o lyn. Hold steady. There are
someimpor tantannouncements.

CAROLYN MARSHALL: Your action
just made it possible for me to eliminate
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many, many of the an nounce- mentswith
all kindsof changing timesfor com mit tees
and subcommittees. The ten legidative
com mit tees, then, will meet in your rooms
as scheduled, rescheduled. In addition |
want to say that the com mit tee on cen tral
conference affairs will meet at 1:30 in
212A.

Then, also, to call to our at ten tion that the
announcement in today’s DCA on page
2019, right hand col umn, regardingtheNa
tive Amer i canban quetisinerror asfar as

date is concerned. It is tonight, tonight,
Tuesday night, not tomorrow night as
stated. All otherinfor mationiscor rect.

And just a reminder, also, that as you
make mo tions and bring them to the front,
have them brought to the front, it would
help us immeasurably here if you could
print your namesaswell assignthem—or at
least print them. All of our hand writ ing for
signaturesisnot readily avail ableby some
of us, soit would cer tainly help your secre
taria staff. Thank you.

BISHOP SPRAGUE: All right, and
thank ing you I'd like to call Bishop Edsel
Ammonsto the po dium that he might pray
usintorecess. Andasmy mysti cal bishop, a
mystic in aprophet, aprophet in amystic,
co mesto pray for us, I'd like to thank bish-
ops Craig and Yeakel. Blame me for the
mistakes. Thank themfor theway weflow.

(prayer by Bishop Ammons)

(Continueswith Tuesday Evening
Next Issue)



