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Fitzroy River
reaches 9.1m,
still rising

BRISBANE: The Fitzroy
River continued to rise last
night, causing flooding that
looked set to eclipse a 36-year-
old record in Rockhampton, a
police spokesman said.

ant Ray Clarke smid that at
8pm, the niver had reached 9.1m and
heavy rain had started again

In 1954 the Fitzroy had peaked al
9.385m and in 1918 it reached
10.171m,

The earher prediction had been
for the nver in Rockhampton lo

ak a1 9.2m lasl night and remain
f::tle changed overnight.

However, nt Clarke said
the peak had not yet been reached.
“If it kccﬁs raining like this for the
next few hours, we've got a bit of a
problem on our hands.” he said.

Evacuations so far had been or-
derly and residents had been cooper-
ative, although police have had 1o
ask some sightseers to keep clear of
flooded areas, he said.

The State Emergency Service said
about 500 people had now been
evacuated. Most were being housed

one Joy

in private accommodation, but 50
had been put up at the Rockhampton
Grammar School, a spokesman said.

All road and rail links out of
Rockhampton remain closed, as 1s
Rockhampion airport.

The Brishane Bureau of Meteor-
ology said heavy rain in the past few
days meant the Fitzroy River could
still be in flood after next weekend.

The flooding began on December

29 in the wake of Cyclone Joy, and
apart from a slight drop between De-
cember 31 and January 3, the river
has been at flood levels cver since,
Fodder drops to stranded stock
continued yesterday, but stock losses
were expected 1o be high.
Queensland Railways said efforts
were being made to move freight
trains delayed by the flooding and
divert them on to coalficlds lines.

Bad weather

postpones
search

SYDNEY: Bad weather forced police
and Deparimeni of Public Works crews 1o
posipane attempts to salvage the wreck-
age of a ligh plane from Lake Burrago-
ey, yesterday.

ng to refloat a
Cessna 152 which crashed into the lake on
December 21, killing, 18-year-old Can-
berra trainee pilot, Angeline Neal, of Hig-
Andrew

rang, south-west of Sydn
¢ crews had been 1

ins, and her instructor,
tterson, 19, of Gymea Bay.

Public Works Depariment crews using
a sonar device located the wieckage in
47Tm of water on Friday, and police divers
identified it as the missing plane on Satur-

Y.

A Camden police spokesman said on
found
“signs of” the bodies of the two people

Saturday night that divers had

inside the wreckage.

By JODIE BROUGH
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An uproar of

weeks
ment o

Bay unserviced.

_ The batile over the controver-
sial grounding of Sydney-based

ter rescue service Child Flight
will continue today, when the
NSW Minister for Health, Peter
Collins, meets Child Flight staff.
| protest accom-
panied the announcement three
by the NSW Depan
ealth that the range of
operations would be limited 10
about 140km from Sydney —
leaving 48 regional centres in-
cluding Canberra, Yass, Quean-
beyan, Bombala, and Batermans

The departmen instead pro-
posed that Child Flight's re-
sponsibilities be picked up by

Minister to discuss
Child Flight issue

“the most to lose™ if the service's
brand new, long-range “space
ship™ aircraft did not start flying
in late January as planned.

An order for the specially de-
signed aircrafi, which can ac-
commodate up 10 (wo
infant-transport units and a spe-
cialised two to three-member re-
trieval team, had been placed as
long ago as last March.

It had many features which
improved the service's medical
rescue capabilities, as well as all-
weather facilities 10 assist the
retrieval of sick babies despite
poor weather conditions.

“The public issue of Child
Flight had demonsirated a com-
munity expectation for a dedi-

Get

real, that boar is sd

Pilots criticise
‘dangerous’

flight s
MELBOURNE: Victorian pilots
and flight controllers will discuss
today how to halt a new I'!iF)n pro-
cedures plan they say is a formula

for disaster in Australian skies.

A spokesman for the up,
flight service officer Neil Mﬁ':ohc I,
said the plan proposed by the Civil
Aviation Authority meant aircrafi
in uncontrolled air space would be
denied vital nformation about
other air traffic.

Mr Mitchell, flight service per-
sonnel ntative of the Profes-
sional 100 and Electronics
Institute of Australia, said if 1two
planes were on a collision course,
lhﬁ would not necessanly be 1old.

e said at present flight service
officers automatically fed informa-
tion 1o pilots in uncontrolled air
space on flying conditions, includ-
in{)lhc danger of collision.

nder the new system, pilots in
uncontrolled air space would have
to get all relevant information
themselves through a special radio

frequency.
lt?hq would not be 10ld. as they
were now, about problems affeci-

ing the flight, such as weather,
proximity of other aircraft, farlure
of navigation aids and closure of
aerodromes, even if they asked
“It's a disgrace,” Mr Mitchell
said. “You only need one break-
down in the whole chain and you
have got a formula for disaster,
“You have got an authority
which is supposed to set the stan-
dards and 18 gradually trying to
lower standards.™
In controlled air space over the
main trunk routes, pilots of inter-
national and domestic jets flying at
6-12,000 metres receive instruc-
tions from air traffic controllers.
In the uncontrolled ticr, a range
of aircraft, including tourist and
public transport flights, charter,
military and helicopters, flying at

cheme

600Cm or below, are given the in-
[urimaiinn by flight service person-
nel

Roughly 70 per cem of Ausira-
lian asrspace is in the uncontrolled

category,

P:fr Miichell said the authonity's
proposal was based on a watered-
down version of the system used by
the International Civil Aviation
Authonty.

But that authorily was maving
towards the safe system that Aus-
tralia had always had. Mr Mitchell
said.

On Friday, Colin Hill, also of the
institute, said the Civil Aviation
Authonty also proposed to down-
grade the present flight control
scarch and rescue procedunes,
Checks would be made on aircraft
only after the estimaled ume of
armval

Mr Hill, a fght service officer at
Melbourne’s Tullamanne airpory
said, “So 1f a pilot crashes soon
after take-off, nothing 15 known
about 1t unisl perhaps hours laier

“There has never been a mid-air
colliston in Australian uncontrol-
led airspace. but that 100 per cent
record could well go.™

A senior exccutive with the au-
thont y's operational pohcy branvh,
Bill Sims, said that under the pro-
posals. the role of the “middic
man” — flight service officer — m
providing traffic information
would be abolished. But pilots
would continue 10 communicate
with each other while in flight.

He said compared with the rest
of the world, Australia had been
operating a “rather one-off sys-
tem”.

“We believe we should take 1he
best of what the west has 1o offér
and put it into practice.”™ he said.

He said it was the authonty’s
responsibility 10 spend the “safety
dollar” in the most effective was

Fairfax future ‘confusion’

The Federal Government's fail-
ure to declare its position on the
future of the Fairfax media group s
creating confusion on the business
markets and damaging Australia’s
commercial reputation, the Oppo-
sition said vesterday,

Acting Opposilion spokesman
on communications Julian Beale
accused Treasurer Paul Keating of
issuing conflicting signals on the
Government's position. He said
Mr Keating had been reported late
last week to favour a public float of

However, government sources
arc reported to have told the
O'Rerlly newspaper group that Mr
Keating wc:u]cik1 nol approve over-
seas inierest in the Fairfax opera-
tons,

Then, ai_ the weekend, Mr
Keaung's office had “backed off™.
and refused to comment any fur-
ther.

“These conflicting signals are in-
terfering with the inlerests of the
Fairfax group and with Austrahia's
commercial reputation,” Mr Beale

The owner of the Somerset Wildiife Sanctuary and Animal Museum in Mogo, Bill Padey, who is aiso a

The spokesman said that ﬁ&*ﬁgz oo 10 be available on taxidermist, stages a frightening scene on the South Coast with a stuffed boar. the company's assets, said.

had only noted the “signs o wo non-specialist rescue ser-

, - B G, g vices. Critics in the medical  siandby for emergency Iransport
while making a positive identification of | TSES L . Tgeney Ira
= . , ly have argued that f tients,” Dr Ber- H
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Four people died, including a 27-year-
old RAAF flight heutenant, and two
others were seriously injured when a
Ejznc involved in a search for the missing

‘essna crashed into thick hus‘l;lland near

the crash scene on December 22,

in the dispute late on Friday by
agreeing to meet stafl 10 discuss
the issue. Child Flight had at-
tracted widespread community
backing, but country people had

helicopter rescues and retrievals
from Sydney are just for
newbomns, surely one of the six
helicopters in NSW in 1991
should be retained for kids.”
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Federation has called on the Federal
Government to guarantee the
1991-92 wheat crop, saying the $250
million investment could prevent a
$4 billion drop in economic activity.

Federation vice-president Peler
Lee said yesterday that a recent sur-
vey by the Western Australian Farm-
ers’ Federation had indicated further
gloom in the rural sector unless the
Government stepped in and offered
wheat farmers a guaranteed income
of $145 a tonne for the next harvest.

He said without a government
guarantee, wheat farmers who re-
ceived $195 a tonne in 1989-90 but
only $120 a tonne in 1990-91 were

this year.

“It costs between §130 and $140 a2
tonne Lo plant a crop, so if they re-
ceive only $120 a tonne they arc
losing money,™ Mr Lee said.

“They just won't bother to plant if
they believe that is all they'll get.”

Mr Lee said the Australian Wheat
Board was expecied 10 announce ils
predictions on what wheat farmers
will receive for the next harvest by
early February,

“I've been told that they don’t ex-
pect it to be much higher than $120,
in which case there will be big prob-
lems,” he said.

Mr Lee said Australian wool pro-
ducers lost $2.5 billion in 1990 be-

representing a 25 per cent drop in
income.

He said economists estimated that
every dollar carned by farmers repre-
sented $2.80 in economic activity, so
the $2.5 billion loss cost Australia §7
billion in lost economic activity.

Wheat income for 199091 had
dropped $1 billion and wool income
was expecied 1o drop & further $1.2
billion this year.

Mr Lee said the average WA farm-
er ex to run a1 a deficit of
$17,000 this year, which would mean
a net income drop of 105 per cent.

He said if wheat farmers decided
1o plant only half their crop, it would
cost the economy $1 billion in lost

lars i lost farm inputs (fertiliser,
fuel, oil machinery parts, eic),

“Using the standard 2.8 multipli-
er, this means a contracuion in th
economy of more than $4 billion,”
Mr Lec said.

“If the Government does nothing
the recession will get worse, but if it
provides the guaraniee, the $4 billion
boost in economic activity will pay
very good dividends for the Austra-
lian economy.™ .

Depressed wheat and wool prices
have been caused by a combination
of factors, including an oversupply
of wool, the trade war between Eu-
rope and the United States, and the
Middle East crisis.

wieelchair has n charged with eith
| offences. including drink-driving, after
ing chased by police through the north
coast city of Coffs Harbour early yesterday
morning.

Police said the 27-year-old Coffs Har-
bour man was arrested at 12.40am after
being pursued along a number of city
streets.

A breath analysis after his arrest
showed a blood-alcohol level of 0.240 —
mearly five times the legal limit, he said.

Aparf from drink-driving, the man was
also charged with nmnlliq police, resist-
ing arrest, negligent driving, menacing
driving, driving in a manner da us (o
the public, exceeding the speed t and
crossing unbroken lines,

He was released on bail W » rin

Coflfs Harbour Court on January 21.
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Mother, 3 children ‘murdered’
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