Unicode Technical Note #21: Tamil Numbers
Michael Kaplan

Originally, Tamils did not use zero, nor did they use positional digits (having separate
symbols for the numbers 10, 100 and 1000). Symbols for the numbers are similar to
other Tamil letters, with some minor changes.

For example, the number 3782 is not written as h6T{2. as in modern usage. Instead it

iswrittenasTh 8 61 M | W 2. Thiswould be read as they are written as
Three Thousands, Seven Hundreds, Eight Tens, Two; or in Tamil as

CL6TMI-2pUNTS G)-61(4-HNDHMI-6T6T01-LS G- @630 (. [1]

Reference [1] uses Tamil numerals for Chapter numbers. This usage is based on modern
practice, using both positional digits and zero.

Reference [2] gives a list of numerals in the ancient format, with some equivalents in
modern format, some in Arabic numerals, and a few in words. The list is reproduced
below with Arabic equivalents, and a few modern word equivalents.



W@ =15

Wdn =16

W6l =17

WS =18

Wae =19

2 (=20

=100

2 (1 = 200

T = 300

M{B Wan = 156

8 = 1000

838 = 1001

8380 = 1040

3183 = 8000

W& = 10,000
6108 = 70,000
§oWads = 90,000
M8 = 100,000 (lakh)
SiMmas = 800,000
WM& = 1,000,000 (10 lakhs)
oWMgs = 9,000,000

Mmds = 10,000,000 (crore)
wMMmdgs = 100,000,000 (10 crore)
Mmmmds = 1,000,000,000 (100 crore)

gsMMds = 10,000,000,000 (thousand crore)
W&z MmMds = 100,000,000,000 (10 thousand crore)
M&sMMds = 1,000,000,000,000 (lakh crore)

MMd&sMmMds = 100,000,000,000,000 (crore crore)
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[1] mozi varalARu, by munucAmi varatarAcan, published by The South India Saiva
Siddhanta Works Publishing Society, Tinnevelly, Limited, November 1954, p. 357-358
(page numbers from 14th Edition, December 1996).
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