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Today’s Topic

1．Features and collections of the Map Room

2．How to search maps – Searching with Research Navi
(1) Basic Use 
(2) How to search for map on a particular subject
(3) Study cases based on our map collections

3．Digitalization of Maps 
(1) Background
(2) Future initiatives
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1．Features and collections

・Year established: 1961

・Area of reading room: 300 m2 Number of seats: 33
Staff area: 187 m2 Staff: 10 Storeroom for maps: 1800 m2

Retrieved materials :  280 books per day
63 single-sheet maps per day

・Collections
Single-sheet maps: Approximately 480,000 domestic and 

foreign topographical and other maps 
published during and after the Meiji Era 
(from 1868) 

Books: Approximately 70,000 residential maps of Japan 
published starting in 1958.

And 2,500 volumes of latest residential maps, road maps, reference books are 
on the open access shelves.
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2．How to search maps – Searching with Research Navi

First, specify age, place, and type to search for maps that match these requirements.

(1) How to search maps 
Research Navi :  This site provides a search guide and helps you find 

information resources. 
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/rnavi/

① Choose「地図」from「本の種類」
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/chizu/index.php

② Select type of map
・General maps (topographic map etc.), thematic map (hydrographic 

map, geological map, vegetation map etc.）
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③ Select a scale
・large scale (1:10,000 or larger), medium scale (1:20,000 to 1:100,000), 

small scale (1:200,000 or smaller)

④ Select a map
・Look at index map to select an area (rectangle) and identify the call number.

※Index maps (NDL maps): a map that shows the relative location of several large-scale 
maps relative to a wider area, using a rectangle to indicate the area covered.

⑤ Search NDL-OPAC
・Type the call number into the NDL-OPAC.
→Get bibliographic data of the map.
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Case example

① Choose「地図」from「本
の種類からさがす」

Reference example: 
Search for the largest scale 
topographic map of
東京都千代田区永田町
（address of NDL）
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② Choose「地形図」
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③ Choose 「大縮尺図」
(large scale map)
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1:2500「東京都地形図」
is the largest scale 

available at the NDL

Choose「索引図（PDF)」
(index map)
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Enlarged view

YG1-Z-0.25 霞ヶ関

④ Look at the index map to select an area (rectangle)
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YG1-Z-0.25 霞ヶ関

⑤ Search NDL-OPAC
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（２）テーマ別地図資料の探し方 (How to search for maps by subject) 
Some examples available in Research Navi

・Maps from around the world
Topographical maps of approximately 150 countries and regions. 
Index maps(made ourselves) are available with each country 
and scale.
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/post-1.php

・U.S.Army Map Service(AMS)
1:12,500 Japan city maps(plans) series number L902
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/theme-honbun-
601033.php
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・関東大震災の被災状況がわかる地図
(Maps showing the disaster area after the Great Kanto earthquake)

I will show an example later.
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/post-722.php

・日本の都市地図（市街図）(Town Maps of Japan)
House number, altitude, shape of buildings are described in the remarks column. 
We made this content because many users want information about residential areas 
before residential maps were published.
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/post-546.php
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[Caution]
Please note that NDL materials not available for loan to individuals.

If you’d like to request copies from the NDL, please see the following.
http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/service/copy.html

※Available in Japanese only.
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Example:

・関東大震災の被災状況がわかる地図

http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/research_guide/entry/post-722.php

Digitized maps related this subject 
matter links to images in the National 
Diet Library Digital Collections. 

Digitized map (in National Diet 
Library Digital Collection)

Choose the map you 
want to browse.
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関東大震災状況全図：海陸実地踏査
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Not digitized maps links. 
Bibliographic data only.
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Information: National Diet Library Digital Collection
http://dl.ndl.go.jp/

Choose “E-zu”

Maps from before the Meiji 
period are categorized as Rare 
Books and Old Materials at the 
NDL.| Mostly of them have 
already been digitized.

Research Navi
「日本の絵図・
古地図を探す」
http://rnavi.ndl.g
o.jp/research_gui
de/entry/theme-
honbun-
101029.php
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Example: Search for 
maps with 「江戸」in 
the title.

Type「江戸」into 
search window

江戸
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「江戸」search results

Choose the map you 
want to browse.
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安政改正御江戸大絵図
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「伊能」search results

Example: Search the map of Japan made by 「伊能忠敬」

Choose the map you 
want to browse
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伊能日本実測小図 二

Research Navi
「伊能図」
http://rnavi.ndl.g
o.jp/research_gui
de/entry/theme-
honbun-
601018.php
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「国絵図」
search results

Example: Search  for 国絵図 (maps of former Edo-
period provinces)

Choose the map 
you want to 
browse
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石見国絵図
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(3) Study cases based on our map collections

1．森幸安の地図を追って －函館市中央図書館と国立国会図書館に
おける調査報告－ 辻垣 晃一 著
Looking for maps made by Kouan Mori - Report of survey    

at Hakodate City Central library and NDL
＜Z21-1836＞ 雑誌名:日本研究 人間文化研究機構国際日本文化研究

センター 刊 32号 2006.3

※Kouan Mori is a specialist in maps from the mid Edo era. 
He provided historical commentary and oral histories for maps. They are 
different from the survey maps made by Tadataka Ino.

2．伊能図大全 第6巻 －伊能図の概説と各図解説
Encyclopedia of the Ino maps vol.6 －General information and 
commentary on each map.
＜G67-L10＞ [伊能忠敬][著]、星埜由尚, 鈴木純子, 渡辺一郎 著

河出書房新社 刊 2013.12
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2.Digitalization of the Maps in the NDL
(1) Background

・We have made it a priority to provide original paper maps.

・We began studying how to digitize maps at the NDL in 2010.

・ We decided to start digitizing maps from oldest maps in the map room transfer from 
the former Imperial Library (from 1868 to 1945).

・We considered digitizing “水路誌 (Sailing Directions)” from the map collection of NDL 
urgently, to protect against deterioration, based on preservation strategies for the 
Digital collection at the National Diet Library 2013. 
In 2015, we started to digitize “水路誌 (Sailing Directions)”. (This is first time 
materials from the NDL map collection have been digitized. 
『日本水路誌 第1巻』(1916年) etc. Approximately 540 vols.

※水路誌 (Sailing Directions): Planning Guides describing meteorological 
phenomenon on the ocean, hydrographic conditions, regulations, and routes 
describing features of coastlines, ports, and harbors.
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『日本水路誌 第5巻』(1912年)

『潮汐表』(1927年)

『日本水路誌 第5巻』(1912年) 29



（2）Future initiatives

➀ Digitizing maps
・We consider cost performance when planning outsourcing of digitizing.

② Trained personnel 
・We train staff members to manage digitizing operations. 

③ Clear copyright issues
・We check the copyright status of digitized maps. Only those maps for 
which all issues have been cleared are available via the Internet.

④ Availability via the National Diet Library Digital Collections
・Map images are split as necessary when data is to large for our 
processing capability.
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Thank you for your attention!
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