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Bertolt Brecht
(1898-1956)

Biography

Bertolt Brecht was born in Augsburg. His father, a Catholic, was the director
of a paper company and his mother, a Protestant, was the daughter of a civil
servant. Brecht began to write poetry as a boy, and had his first poems
published in 1914. After finishing elementary school, he was sent to the
Konigliches Realgymnasium, where he gained fame as an enfant terrible.

In 1917 Brecht enrolled as a medical student at the Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich, where he sometimes attended also the theatre seminar
conducted by Professor Artur Kutscher. Between 1919 and 1921, he wrote
theatre criticisms for the left-wing Socialist paper Die Augsburger. After military service as a
medical orderly, he returned to his studies, but abandoned them in 1921. During the Bavarian
revolutionary turmoil of 1918, Brech wrote his first play, Baal, which was produced in 1923. The
play celebrated life and sexuality and was huge success.

Brecht's association with Communism began in 1919, when he joined the Independent Social
Democratic Party. Friendship with the writer Lion Feuchtwanger was an important literary
contact for the young writer. Feuchtwanger advised him on the discipline of playwriting. In
1920, Brecht was named chief adviser on play selection at the Munich Kammerspiele. As a result
of a brief affair with Fraulein Bie Banholzer, Brecht's son Frank was born. In 1922, he married the
opera singer Marianne Zoff; they divorced in 1927.

In the 1930s, Brecht’s books and plays were banned in Germany, and theatrical performances
were interrupted by the police or summarily forbidden. He went into exile, first to Denmark,
and then, in April 1940, to Finland. In May 1941, Brecht continued with his wife, children and
secretary through Russia to the United States, eventually ending in Santa Monica. After 15 years
of exile Brecht returned to Germany in 1948 and spent a year in Ziirich working on Sophocles’
Antigone (trans. by Friedrich Holderin) and on his major theoretical work A Little Organum for the
Theatre.

In the West as well as in East Germany Brecht became the most popular contemporary poet,
outdistanced only by such classics as Shakespeare, Schiller, and Goethe. In 1955, Brecht received
the Stalin Peace Prize. The following year, he contracted a lung inflammation and died of a
coronary thrombosis on August 14, 1956, in East Berlin.

Brecht was concerned with encouraging audiences to think rather than becoming too involved
in the story line and to identify with the characters. In this process, he used alienation effects.
Brecht developed a form of drama called epic theatre in which ideas or didactic lessons are

important. 1 [
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Selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Works by the Author

Plays (Print):

Brecht, Bertolt. L'Achat du cuivre: 1937-1951. Translated by Béatrice Perregaux, Jean
Jourdheuil, and Jean Tailleur. Paris: L' Arche, 1970.
BA Call Number: 832.91 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Ascesa e rovina della citta di Mahagonny. Translated by Fedele
d’Amico. Collezione di teatro 41. Torino: G. Einaudi, 1964.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293 (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Bertolt Brecht Plays. Vol. 1. Caucasian Chalk Circle, translated by
James and Tania Stern; Threepenny Opera, translated by Desmond Ivo Vesey and Eric
Bentley; Trial of Lucullus, translated by H. R. Hays; Life of Galileo, translated by
Desmond Ivo Vesey. London: Methuen, 1962.

BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Bertolt Brecht Plays. Vol. 2. Mother Courage and her Children,
translated by Eric Bentley; St. Joan of the Stockyards, translated by Frank Jones; Good
Person of Szechwan, translated by John Willett. London: Methuen, 1962.

BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. I capolavori di Brecht: L' Opera da tre soldi, Santa Giovanna dei
Macelli, L'eccezione e la regola, Madre Courage e i suoi figli. 2. ed. Torino: Einaudi,
1974.

BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293ca 1974 (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. The Caucasian Chalk Circle. Translated by James and Tania Stern.
Methuen's Modern Plays. London: Methuen, [1963].
BA Call Number: 832912 Bre C (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Die drei Johanna-Stiicke: Die heilige Johanna der Schlachthofe; Die
Gesichte der Simone Machard; Der Prozess der Jeanne d'Arc zu Rouen 1431. Fischer
Biicherei 603. Frankfurt am M.: Fischer, [1964].

BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293d (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)
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Brecht, Bertolt. Fliichtlingsgesprache. Bibliothek Suhrkamp 63. Frankfurt: Suhrkamp,
1975.
BA Call Number: 832 Bre F (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Friihe Stiicke: Baal; Trommeln in der Nacht; Im Dickicht der Stidte.
dtv 36. Miinchen: Deutscher Taschenbuch Verlag, 1962.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293f (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Der gute Mensch von Sezuan: Parabelstiick. Berlin: Suhrkamp, 1961.
BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293g (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Die heilige Johanna der Schlachthofe. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp,
1960.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293he (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Der kaukasische Kreidekreis. Berlin: Suhrkamp, 1962.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293ka (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Leben des Galilei: Schauspiel. Berlin: Suhrkamp, [1961].
BA Call Number: 832.912 B82931 (B2 -- Special Collections - Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. The Life of Galileo. Translated by Desmond I. Vesey. Methuen's
Modern Plays. London: Methuen, [1963].
BA Call Number: 832.912 Bre L (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Mother Courage and her Children: A Chronicle of the Thirty Years
War. Translated by Eric Bentley. London: Methuen, 1962.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Mutter Courage und ihre Kinder: Eine Chronik aus dem
DreifSigjdhrigen Krieg. [Berlin]: Suhrkamp, 1961.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293m (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Parables for the Theatre: Two Plays: The Good Woman of Setzuan;
The Caucasian Chalk Circle. Translated by Eric Bentley. Middlesex: Penguin, 1968.
BA Call Number: 832912 Bre P (Bl -- Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)

Brecht, Bertolt. Schweyk im zweiten Weltkrieg. 4. Aufl. Berlin: Suhrkamp, [1969].
BA Call Number: 832 Bre S (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Stiicke. Vol. 5. Die Mutter; Die Ausnahme und die Regel; Die Horatier
und die Kuriatier. Edited by Elisabeth Hauptmann. Berlin: Aufbau-Verlag, 1957.
BA Call Number: 832 Bre S (E) A
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Brecht, Bertolt. Die Tage der Commune. 3. Aufl. Edition Suhrkamp 169. Frankfurt a.
M.: Suhrkamp, [1970].
BA Call Number: 832 Bre T (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Théatre complet. Vol. 1-7, 9, 10. Paris: L'Arche, 1956-1962.
BA Call Number: 832.912 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Abdel-Rahman Badawi)
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Plays (Electronic):

Brecht, Bertolt. Ascesa e rovina della citta di Mahagonny. Collezione di teatro 41.
Torino: G. Einaudi, 1964. E-book. Digital Assets Repository (DAR).
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ #BookDetailsByBibID-307528

Brecht, Bertolt. I capolavori di Brecht: L' Opera da tre soldi, Santa Giovanna dei
Macelli, L'eccezione e la regola, Madre Courage e i suoi figli. 2. ed. Torino: Einaudi,
1974. E-book. Digital Assets Repository (DAR) (Database).

http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ #BookDetailsByBibID-336624

Brecht, Bertolt. “Baden Lehrstiick”. Translated by Lee Baxandall. The Tulane Drama
Review 4, no. 4 (May 1960): 118-133. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “BB's Rehearsal Scenes: Estranging Shakespeare”. The Tulane Drama
Review (TDR) 12, no. 1 (Autumn 1967): 108-111. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “The Beggar or The Dead Dog”. Translated by Michael Hamburger. The
Tulane Drama Review (TDR) 12, no. 2 (Winter 1968): 120-123. E-article. JSTOR
(Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “Prologue to The Antigone of Sophocles (1948)”. Translated by William R.
Elwood. Educational Theatre Journal 24, no. 1 (Mar 1972): 69-71. E-article. JSTOR
(Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “Prologue to The Caucasian Chalk Circle”. Translated by Eric Bentley. The
Tulane Drama Review 4, no. 2 (Dec 1959): 45-49. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “The Seven Deadly Sins of the Lower Middle Class: Ballet Cantata”.
Translated by W. H. Auden and Chester Kallman. The Tulane Drama Review 6, no. 1
(Sep 1961)”: 123-129. E-article. JSTOR (Database).
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http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-206273
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http://dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-307528&rootsearch=3&
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1124883?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=5&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Lee+Baxandall%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1125321?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=10&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Michael+Hamburger%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3205389?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=4&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22William+R.+Elwood%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22William+R.+Elwood%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=tuladramrevi
http://dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-206273&rootsearch=3&
http://dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-33695&rootsearch=3&
http://dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-232909&rootsearch=3&

Theory of Drama (Print):

Brecht, Bertolt. Ecrits sur le théatre. Translated by Jean Tailleur, Gérald Eudeline, and
Serge Lamare. Paris: L'Arche, 1963.
BA Call Number: 792.015 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Petit organon pour le théatre, 1948; Additifs au Petit organon, 1954.
Translated by Jean Tailleur. Travaux 4. Paris: L'Arche, 1970.
BA Call Number: 792.16 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Schriften zum Theater: Uber eine nicht-aristotelische Dramatik.
Bibliothek Suhrkamp 41. Berlin: Suhrkamp, [1957].
BA Call Number: 792 B8293s (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

BA Call Number: 792.01 B8293 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Theory of Drama (Electronic):

(“lke 522 8) Digital Assets Repository (DAR)
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-122522
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Fiction (Print):

Brecht, Bertolt. Gli affari del signor Giulio Cesare; Storie da calendario. Torino:
Einaudi, 1959.
BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293af (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Drei Groschen Roman. Rororo Taschenbuch 263-264. [Hamburg]:
Rowohlt, 1961.
BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293d (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Threepenny Novel. Translated by Desmond Ivo Vesey and Christopher
Isherwood. London: Penguin, 1962.
BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293t (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293a (E)
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BA Call Number: 833.912 B8293 (E)

Fiction (Electronic):

A99Y el cpe AU L puly o g dea 5 AWULY e @yl Ll e g
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ #BookDetailsByBibID-11176
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.(&lly 3228) Digital Assets Repository (DAR) . s @l
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-242730
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Poetry (Print):

Brecht, Bertolt. Chansons et Poémes. Translated by Alain Bosquet. Paris: Pierre Seghers,
[1952].
BA Call Number: 831.91 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Brecht, Bertolt. Hauspostille: Mit Anleitungen, Gesangsnoten und einem Anhang.
Bibliothek Suhrkamp 4. Berlin: Suhrkamp, [1927].
BA Call Number: 831 Bre H (E)

Brecht, Bertolt. Hundert Gedichte, 1918-1950. Taschenbuch des Aufbau-Verlages

99/100. Berlin: Aufbau-Verlag, 1961.
BA Call Number: 831.912 B8293 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: 83191 4ix & (E)

Poetry (Electronic):

Brecht, Bertolt. “Gedichte aus dem Exil”. The Kenyon Review 7, no. 2 (Spring 1945):
198-207. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. ”“The Greenhouse”. Poetry 173, no. 1 (Oct/Nov 98): 7. E-article.
Academic Search Complete (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. "Hamlet”. Translated by Helmut W. Bonheim. College English 19, no. 2
(Nov 1957): 82. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “Of Poor B. B.” Translated by Michael Hofmann. Poetry 188, no. 1 (Apr
2006): 40-41. E-article. Academic Search Complete (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “The Rearing of Millet”. Translated by Robert C. Conard and Ralph Ley.
New German Critique, no. 9 (Autumn 1976): 142-152. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “To Those Born Afterwards”. Translated by James Schevill. The Tulane
Drama Review 6, no. 1 (Sep 1961): 108-110. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “Two Poems: The Legend of the Dead Soldier; Of the Poor B. B.”.

Translated by Eric Bentley. The Tulane Drama Review 2, no. 2 (Feb 1958): 28-31.
E-article. JSTOR (Database).
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http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4332588?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=16&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJJr6qzTbCk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6nrVCtqK5It5avSLiqtVKvpp5Zy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVa%2bmt0muqrNQsK%2bkhN%2fk5VXj5KR84LPfUeac8nnls79mpNfsVa%2bork%2b2p7Y%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4uqM4%2b7y&hid=112
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=collegeenglish
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJJr6qzTbCk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6nrVCtqK5It5a3UrOvuEyvlr9lpOrweezp33vy3%2b2G59q7Sa6vr0iyq7ZKt5zqeezdu33snOJ6u9e3gKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7Sq6qrlG2r7A%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4uqM4%2b7y&hid=112
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=newgermcrit
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1125008?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=8&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22James+Schevill%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Bertolt+Brecht%22&wc=on
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1124744?&Search=yes&term=brecht&term=bertolt&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Dbertolt%2Bbrecht%26f0%3Dau%26c0%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26q2%3D%26f2%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26q3%3D%26f3%3Dall%26wc%3Don%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26jo%3D&item=1&ttl=93&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJJr6qzTbCk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6nrVCtqK5It5a3UrOvuEyvlr9lpOrweezp33vy3%2b2G59q7Sa6vr0iyq7ZKt5zqeezdu33snOJ6u9e3gKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7Sq6qrlG2r7A%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4uqM4%2b7y&hid=112
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http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ #BookDetailsByBibID-177822
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Essays:

Brecht, Bertolt. “Intellectuals and Class Struggle”. Translated by David Bathrick. New
German Critique, No. 1 (Winter 1973): 19-21. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “Notes on Stanislavski”. Translated by Carl R. Mueller. The Tulane
Drama Review 9, no. 2 (Winter 1964): 155-166. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “On The Caucasian Chalk Circle”. Translated by Hugo Schmidt and
Jerome Clegg. The Tulane Drama Review (ITDR) 12, no. 1 (Autumn 1967): 88-100.
E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Brecht, Bertolt. “On Chinese Acting”. Translated by Eric Bentley. The Tulane Drama
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