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Biography 

Thomas Stearns Eliot was an American-English poet, 
playwright, literary critic, and editor. He was a leader of the 
modernist movement in poetry.  
 

Eliot was descended from a distinguished New England family 
that had relocated to St. Louis, Missouri. His family allowed 
him the widest education available in his time, with no 
influence from his father to be “practical” and to go into 
business. From Smith Academy in St. Louis he went to Milton, 
in Massachusetts; from Milton he entered Harvard in 6091; he 
received a B.A. in 6090, after three instead of the usual four 
years. In the academic year 6090–69 he was an assistant in 
philosophy at Harvard.  

 

Eliot spent the year 6069–66 in France, attending Henri Bergson's lectures in philosophy 
at the Sorbonne and reading poetry with Alain-Fournier. From 6066 to 6061 he was back 
at Harvard reading Indian philosophy and studying Sanskrit. By 6061 he had finished, 
in Europe, a dissertation entitled "Knowledge and Experience in the Philosophy of F. H. 
Bradley", but World War I had intervened, and he never returned to Harvard to take the 
final oral examination for the Ph.D. degree. For a year, Eliot taught French and Latin at 
the Highgate School; in 6061 he began his brief career as a bank clerk in Lloyds Bank. 
 

Eliot rigorously kept his private life in the background. In 6061 he married Vivien 
Haigh-Wood. After 6011 she was mentally ill, and they lived apart; she died in 6011. In 
January 6011 he married Valerie Fletcher, with whom he lived happily until his death. 
 

Eliot exercised a strong influence on Anglo-American culture from the 6099s until late 
in the century. His experiments in diction, style, and versification revitalized English 
poetry, and in a series of critical essays he shattered old orthodoxies and erected new 
ones. In 6061, Eliot met and began a close association with the American poet Ezra 
Pound. In 6011 he was awarded both the Order of Merit and the Nobel Prize for 
Literature.6 

                                                           

   “T. S. Eliot”, Encyclopædia Britannica Online,  www.britannica.com/eb/article-0919199  

http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9032400
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