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T. S. ELIOT
(1888 - 1965)

Biography

Thomas Stearns Eliotwas an American-English poet,
playwright, literary critic, and editor. He was a leader of the
modernist movement in poetry.

Eliot was descended from a distinguished New England family
that had relocated to St. Louis, Missouri. His family allowed
him the widest education available in his time, with no
influence from his father to be “practical” and to go into
business. From Smith Academy in St. Louis he went to Milton,
in Massachusetts; from Milton he entered Harvard in Y4+7; he
received a B.A. in Y4:9, after three instead of the usual four
years. In the academic year Y9+%-)+ he was an assistant in
philosophy at Harvard.

A

Eliot spent the year Y% +-)) in France, attending Henri Bergson's lectures in philosophy
at the Sorbonne and reading poetry with Alain-Fournier. From Y9)) to %) ¢ he was back
at Harvard reading Indian philosophy and studying Sanskrit. By Y217 he had finished,
in Europe, a dissertation entitled "Knowledge and Experience in the Philosophy of F. H.
Bradley", but World War I had intervened, and he never returned to Harvard to take the
final oral examination for the Ph.D. degree. For a year, Eliot taught French and Latin at
the Highgate School; in Y91V he began his brief career as a bank clerk in Lloyds Bank.

Eliot rigorously kept his private life in the background. In Y% he married Vivien
Haigh-Wood. After Y4YY she was mentally ill, and they lived apart; she died in Y4¢V. In
January Y%°Y he married Valerie Fletcher, with whom he lived happily until his death.

Eliot exercised a strong influence on Anglo-American culture from the Y4Y+s until late
in the century. His experiments in diction, style, and versification revitalized English
poetry, and in a series of critical essays he shattered old orthodoxies and erected new
ones. In Y4 ¢, Eliot met and began a close association with the American poet Ezra
Pound. In Y%¢A he was awarded both the Order of Merit and the Nobel Prize for
Literature.

' “T. S. Eliot”, Encyclopadia Britannica Online, www.britannica.com/eb/article-3:YY¢. . —
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Selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Books by the Author

Poetry:

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Ash-Wednesday. New York: G. P. Putnam, 1930.
BA Call Number: 821.912 E427as (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Collected Poems, 1909-1935. London: Faber and Faber, Y4¥1.

BA Call Number: 821.912 E427co (B2 -- Special Collections -- Abdel-Rahman
Badawi)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Collected Poems, 1909-1962. London: Faber and Faber, Y* Y.
BA Call Number: 821.912 E427co 1963 (E)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Complete Poems and Plays. London: Faber and Faber,
144,

BA Call Number: AYY.9YY Eli C (E)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Four Quartets. Faber Paper Covered Editions. London: Faber and
Faber, Y404,
BA Call Number: AY)Y.9YY Eli F (B) --Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Illustrated Old Possum: Old Possum's Book of Practical
Cats. Illustrated by Nicolas Bentley. London: Faber and Faber, Y2V¢.

BA Call Number: 821.912 E427i (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Later Poems, 1925-1935. The Faber Library ©+. London: Faber
and Faber, [Y3¢V].

BA Call Number: 821.912 E4271 (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Selected Poems. London: Faber and Faber, Y4¢¢.
BA Call Number: AY).4\Y EfYVs (F) -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Selected Poems. The Penguin Poets D4. London: Penguin, ) ¢).
BA Call Number: AY).9VY Eli S (BY -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks) —=

I
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Eliot, Thomas Stearns. La terra desolata; Frammento di un agone; Marcia trionfale.

Translated by Mario Praz. Il melagrano 40-41. Firenze: Sansoni, ) 9°A,
BA Call Number: AYY. )Y E&YVt (E)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Waste Land and Other Poems. FF Poetry. London: Faber
and Faber, YaV).
BA Call Number: AY).9YY EiYYw (E)
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Plays:

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Cocktail Party: A Comedy. London: Faber and Faber, Y3¢).
BA Call Number: AYY.4V\Y Et¢YYc (BT -- Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Complete Poems and Plays. London: Faber and Faber,
Y449,

BA Call Number: AY)Y.9YY Eli C (E)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Confidential Clerk: A Play. London: Faber and Faber, Y3°¢.
BA Call Number: AYY.4VY E427co (F) -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Family Reunion. [London]: Faber and Faber, 1972.
BA Call Number: 822.9 Eli F (Bl --Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Murder in the Cathedral. Educational ed. Faber Educational
Editions for Advanced Level English. London: Faber and Faber, ) 27A.

BA Call Number: 822.912 Eli M (B -- Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)
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BA Call Number: AYY. )Y EfYVs (E)
Criticism:

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. "Observations on Walt Whitman”. In The Walt Whitman
Reader: Selections from Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman. Courage Classics.

Philadelphia: Courage, 1993: 307-308.
BA Call Number: 811.3 Whi W (E)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Points of View. Edited by John Hayward. London: Faber and
Faber, Y40,
BA Call Number: A+% Et¢YVp (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism. London:
Faber and Faber, Y24V,

BA Call Number: A+% E£YV (F) -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Use of Poetry and the Use of Criticism: Studies in the
Relation of Criticism to Poetry in England. London: Faber and Faber, Y3¢-.

BA Call Number: 821.009 E427 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Ain Shams University)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. ”Wilkie Collins and Dickens”. In The Dickens Critics, edited by
George Harry Ford and Lauriat Lane. Cornell Paperbacks. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1966: 151-152.

BA Call Number: 823.8 F6991 (E)
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Other Works:

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Idea of a Christian Society. London: Faber and Faber, ) 9 ¢A.
BA Call Number: Y1) EfYV (BY -- Special Collections -- Ain Shams University)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Letters of T. S. Eliot. Edited by Valerie Eliot. Vol. ). London:
Faber and Faber, Y AA,
BA Call Number: AYY. )Y E£YY YAAA (F) -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection --

1948)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Notes towards the Definition of Culture. Faber paper covered
ed. London: Faber and Faber, Y41V,
BA Call Number: %:) E£YV Ya1¥

(BY -- Special Collections -- Abdel-Rahman Badawi)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Selected Essays. London: Faber and Faber, Y ¢¢.
BA Call Number: 821.912 E427 1950 (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Selected Prose. Edited by John Hayward. Penguin Books AYY.
Harmondsworth: Penguin; Faber and Faber, Y4¢°.
BA Call Number: AYé¢e EfYV Ydoeo

(BY -- Special Collections -- Abdel-Rahman Badawi)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Three Voices of Poetry. Y'nd ed. Annual Lecture of the
National Book League )). Cambridge: University Press, ) °°.
BA Call Number: A:AY E£YV Ydeo (BY -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. What is a Classic?: An Address Delivered before the Virgil
Society on the “th of October '4¢¢. London: Faber and Faber, Y% ¢°.

BA Call Number: 808.80142 E427 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)
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Translations by the Author:

Saint-John Perse. Anabasis: A Poem. Translated by Thomas Stearns Eliot. London: Faber
and Faber, 1959.
BA Call Number: 841.912 S143an (F1 -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- 1960)

Introductions by the Author:

Barnes, Djuna. Nightwood. Introduction by Thomas Stearns Eliot. 2nd ed. London:
Faber and Faber, 1950.
BA Call Number: 823.91 B2611 (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Bethell, Samuel Leslie. Shakespeare and the Popular Dramatic Tradition. Introduction
by Thomas Stearns Eliot. London: Staples Press, [1948].
BA Call Number: 822.33 S5272be (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Pascal, Blaise. Pensées. Translated by W.F. Trotter. Introduction by Thomas Stearns
Eliot. Everyman's Library. Theology & Philosophy 874. London: J. M. Dent; New York:
E. P. Dutton, 1940.

BA Call Number: 273.7 P278pe (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)
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Books about the Author

Albright, Daniel. “Eliot's Waves”. Chap. 3 in Quantum Poetics: Yeats, Pound, Eliot,
and the Science of Modernism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Y14V.
BA Call Number: AY).eY:% Alb Q (E)

Bloom, Harold, ed. T. S. Eliot. Bloom's Biocritiques. Philadelphia: Chelsea House, Y« Y.
BA Call Number: 821.912 T1111s (F1 -- Young People's Library)

Bowra, Cecil Maurice. ”T. S. Eliot, The Wasteland”. Chap. 6 in The Creative Experiment.
London: Macmillan, 1949.
BA Call Number: 809.1 B7881 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Bradbrook, Muriel Clara. “T. S. Eliot”. In Bernard Shaw. A. C. Ward. Joseph Conrad.
Oliver Warner. G. K. Chesterton. Christopher Hollis. The Bronté Sisters. Phyllis
Bentley. Henry James. Michael Swan. John Keats. Edmund Blunden. E. M. Forster. Rex
Warner. T. S. Eliot. M. C. Bradbrook. Arnold Bennett. Frank Swinnerton. Byron.
Herbert Read. Tobias Smollett. Laurence Brander. William Blake. Kathleen Raine.
Bibliographical Series of Supplements to British Book News. London: Longmans, Green,

[1950].
BA Call Number: 822.912 W2561 (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Cheyette, Bryan. “Modernism and Ambivalence: James Joyce and T. S. Eliot”. Chap. 6 in
Constructions of "the Jew" in English Literature and Society: Racial Representations,

1875-1945. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995.
BA Call Number: 820.935203924 (E)

De Masirevich, Constance. On the Four Quartets of T. S. Eliot. London: Vincent Stuart,
Yoy,

BA Call Number: AY).4)Y DYVY4 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Emig, Rainer. "From Metaphor to Metonymy: T. S. Eliot (AAM-Y47e)* Chap. 3 in
Modernism in Poetry: Motivations, Structures, and Limits. Studies in Twentieth-

Century Literature. London: Longman, %42,
BA Call Number: AY).4Y:%)Y Emi M (E)

Gallup, Donald Clifford. T. S. Eliot: A Bibliography: Including Contributions to
Periodicals and Foreign Translations. London: Faber and Faber, Y3°Y.
BA Call Number: AY).9YY GYVe (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)
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Gardner, Helen Louise. The Art of T. S. Eliot. London: Cresset Press, Y4¢+.
BA Call Number: 821.912 Gar A (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Grant, Michael, ed. T. S. Eliot: The Critical Heritage. Critical Heritage Series. London:
Routledge, Y93V.

BA Call Number: 821.912 T (E)

Isaacs, Jacob. “T. S. Eliot and Poetic Drama”. Chap. 5 in An Assessment of Twentieth-
Century Literature: Six Lectures Delivered in the B.B.C. Third Programme. London:

Secker & Warburg, 1951.
BA Call Number: 809.04 1736 (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Julius, Anthony. T. S. Eliot, Anti-Semitism, and Literary Form. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, Y1371,
BA Call Number: AYY.9\Y Jul T (E)

Kenner, Hugh, ed. T. S. Eliot: A Collection of Critical Essays. A Spectrum Book.

Twentieth Century Views 2. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Y 41Y.
BA Call Number: AY).4VY K¥1¢ (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Lentricchia, Frank. “T. S. Eliot”. Chap. 6 in Modernist Quartet. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, Y19¢.
BA Call Number: MY.eY:2 Len M (E)

MacGreevy, Thomas. Thomas Stearns Eliot: A Study. The Dolphin Books. London:
Chatto & Windus, Y4Y).
BA Call Number: AY).9Y\Y M)éve (BY -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said)

Margolis, Joseph. ”“T. S. Eliot: The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”. In Interpretations:
Essays on Twelve English Poems, edited by John Wain. London: Routledge and K.

Paul, [1955]: 179-193.
BA Call Number: 821.009 W141 (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Martin, Percival William. Experiment in Depth: A Study of the Work of Jung, Eliot
and Toynbee. Boston, MA: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1976.
BA Call Number: 154.2 M3791 (B4)
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Martindale, Charles. “Ruins of Rome: T. S. Eliot and the Presence of the Past”. Chap. 14
in Roman Presences: Receptions of Rome in European Culture, 1789-1945, edited by
Catharine Edwards. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1999.

BA Call Number: 940.28 R (F1)

Mason, William Heppell. Murder in the Cathedral (T. S. Eliot). Notes on English
Literature. Oxford: B. Blackwell, Y31Y.
BA Call Number: AYY.9Y\Y Mas M (B) -- Shadi Abdel Salam Collection)

Matthiessen, F. O. The Achievement of T. S. Eliot: An Essay on the Nature of Poetry.

¥rd ed. A Galaxy Book GB22. New York: Oxford University Press, ['3°1].
BA Call Number: AY) 3)Y My Yded
(BY -- Special Collections -- Abdelrahman Badawi)

Maxwell, Desmond Ernest Stewart. The Poetry of T. S. Eliot. London: Routledge &
Kegan Paul, Y41).
BA Call Number: AY).4YY Méie) (E)

Melchiori, Giorgio. ”Echoes in 'The Waste Land' “; “The Lotus and the Rose”; ”Eliot and
the Theatre”. In The Tightrope Walkers: Studies of Mannerism in Modern English

Literature. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1956: 53-149.
BA Call Number: 820.9 M518 (BY -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Moody, Anthony David. Tracing T. S. Eliot's Spirit: Essays on his Poetry and Thought.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Y441,
BA Call Number: AY)Y.9YY Moo T (E)

North, Michael. “T. S. Eliot: Conservatism”. Chap. 2 in The Political Aesthetic of Yeats,
Eliot, and Pound. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Y99).
BA Call Number: AY).4VY.4YeA Nor P (E)

Santos, Maria Irene Ramalho Sousa. “From Whitman to Pessoa: Eliot's From Poe to Valéry

Revisited”. Chap. 2 in Atlantic Poets: Fernando Pessoa's Turn in Anglo-American
Modernism. Reencounters with Colonialism: New Perspectives on the Americas.

Hanover: Dartmouth College; University Press of New England, 2003.
BA Call Number: 869.141 San A (E)

Sauerberg, Lars Ole. “T. S. Eliot: The Constant Modification of Tradition”. Chap. 3 in
Versions of the Past-Visions of the Future: The Canonical in the Criticism of T. S.
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Eliot, F. R. Leavis, Northop Frye and Harold Bloom. New York: St. Martin's Press;
Hampshire: Macmillan Press, Y34V,
BA Call Number: A:).4e:%.¢ Sau V (E)

Stead, Christian Karlson. “The Social Function of Poetry: Pound and the Imagists; Eliot”;
“Eliot’s 'Dark Embryo': The Merger of Morals and Aesthetics”; “The Poetry of T. S. Eliot:

Affirmation and the Image”. Chap. 5-7 in The New Poetic. London: Hutchinson
University Library, [Y27¢].

BA Call Number: AYY.4VY.% Ste N (E)

Surette, Leon. “Pound’s Editing of The Waste Land”. Chap. ¢ in The Birth of Modernism:
Ezra Pound, T. S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats, and the Occult. Montreal: McGill-Queen's
University Press, Y14¢.

BA Call Number: A+3.9)Y Sur B (E)

Tamplin, Ronald. A Preface to T. S. Eliot. Preface Books. London: Longman, Y4%¢.
BA Call Number: 821.912 Tam P (E)

Tordeur, Jean. A la rencontre de Thomas Stearns Eliot: Un classique vivant. N.p.:
Sixaine, [Y9£17].
BA Call Number: AYA3YY.4 E&YVt (F) -- Closed Stacks -- Nobel Collection -- Y2 £A)

Tratner, Michael. Modernism and Mass Politics: Joyce, Woolf, Eliot, Yeats. Stanford:
Stanford University Press, Y342,

BA Call Number: 820.9 Tra M (E)

Williamson, George. A Reader's Guide to T. S. Eliot: A Poem-by-Poem Analysis.
London: Thames and Hudson, Y $AA.
BA Call Number: AYY.4YY Wil R (E)

Wolosky, Shira. “Linguistic Asceticism in “Four Quartets” “. Chap. 2 in Language
Mysticism: The Negative Way of Language in Eliot, Beckett, and Celan. Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 442,

BA Call Number: 809.04 Wol L (E)
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E-Books:

Brooker, Jewel Spears. T. S. Eliot: The Contemporary Reviews. The American Critical
Archives ) +. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ¥+ * £. E-book. ebrary.

Childs, Donald J. Modernism and Eugenics: Woolf, Eliot, Yeats, and the Culture of
Degeneration. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Y+ ). E-book. ebrary.

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Annotated Waste Land with Eliot’'s Contemporary Prose.
Edited by Lawrence Rainey. Ynd ed. New Haven: Yale University Press, Y+ +1. E-book.
ebrary.

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Eeldrop and Appleplex. Online e-book. Y« « ¢.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/©4AY

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Ezra Pound: His Metric and Poetry. Online e-book. ¥« +©.
www.gutenberg.org/etext/VYVe

T. S. Eliot. Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats. London: Faber, Y41Y. Online e-book.
http:/ /coral.lili.uni-bielefeld.de/Classes/Summer?Y/SemGS/WebLex/OldPossum/
oldpossumlex/oldpossumlex.html [accessed V* June Y+ +A]

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Selected Poems. Library of Classic Poets. New York: Gramercy,
Y+ 1 E-book. ebrary.

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. La terra desolata; Frammento di un agone; Marcia trionfale.

Translated by Mario Praz. Il melagrano 40-41. Firenze: Sansoni, )9°A. E-book. Digital
Assets Repository (DAR).

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Poems. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Y4Y . Online e-book. New
York: Bartleby.com, Y+ - .
www.bartleby.com/)34/ [accessed )+ June Y +A]

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Prufrock, and Other Observations. London: The Egoist, Y41 V.
Online e-book. New York: Bartleby.com, v+ - -.
www.bartleby.com/Y3A/ [accessed )+ June Y« +A]

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism. London:
Methuen, Y4Y+. Online e-book. New York: Bartleby.com, Y+« +.
www.bartleby.com/Y++/ [accessed )+ June Y« +A]
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http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/5982
http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/7275
http://www.bartleby.com/199/
http://www.bartleby.com/198/
http://www.bartleby.com/200/

Eliot, Thomas Stearns. The Waste Land. New York: Boni and Liveright, Y1YY. Online
e-book. New York: Bartleby.com, Y+« -.
www.bartleby.com/Y+)/ [accessed )+ June Y« +A]

Grant, Michael, ed. T. S. Eliot: The Critical Heritage. Vol. 2. Critical Heritage Series.
London: Routledge, Y4%V. E-book. ebrary.

Lamos, Colleen. Deviant Modernism: Sexual and textual errancy in T. S. Eliot, James
Joyce, and Marcel Proust. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Y%A, E-book.
ebrary.

Raine, Craig. T. S. Eliot. Lives and Legacies. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Y+ +1.
E-book. ebrary.

Rainey, Lawrence. Revisiting The Waste Land. New Haven: Yale University Press,
Y. +o E-book. ebrary.

Rosen, David. "The Lost Youth of Modern Poetry: T. S. Eliot, W. H. Auden”. Chap. ¢ in
Power, Plain English, and the Rise of the Modern Poetry. New Haven: Yale University
Press, Y+ +1. E-book. ebrary.

Seymour-Jones, Carole. Painted Shadow: The Life of Vivienne Eliot, First Wife of T. S.
Eliot. New York: Anchor, Y+ Y. E-book. ebrary.

Sherry, Vincent. “Mr. Eliot's Wartime Services”. Chap. ¥ in The Great War and the
Language of Modernism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, ¥+ +¥. E-book. ebrary.

Sultan, Stanley. Eliot, Joyce, and Company. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Y9%:.
E-book. ebrary.

Surette, Leon. "Pound’s Editing of The Waste Land”. Chap. ¢ in The Birth of Modernism:
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