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English Poetry 
 

nglish poetry started back in the fifth century. It is believed that the earliest poems in 
English were written between 450 A.D. and 1066 A.D., the time known as the  
Anglo-Saxon period.  

Among those poems the best known is "Beowulf", which is considered as the first epic in 
English. The common subjects of these poems are either religious faith or heroic deeds.  
After the Norman Conquest in 1066, English poetry took a significant turn. Between 1066 and 
1500, the period which is known as the Middle Ages, English language developed to a certain 
standard. They introduced meters and rhyme in the verse lines. The subjects chosen for poetry 
were liberal religious faith, morality, chivalry and love. Geoffrey Chaucer, known as the father 
of English poetry, was the famous poet of this age. He looked for idealism in religious faith, 
love and society.  
The 16th century showed the rise of the Elizabethan period which was famous for its poetry; 
even plays were written in verse. It was also the beginning of breaking away from the Greek 
and Roman literary tradition. Then came the Metaphysical Period followed by the Romantic 
Period which was known by the Lyrical Ballads of Coleridge and Wordsworth. Poetry 
continued to evolve during the Victorian Age. Disbelief, hypocrisy, affluence, prudery and 
complacency were the main themes of the Poetry of this age.  
After the World Wars during the Modern Period, the poets ignored everything that was 
mechanical and conventional. As much as possible, they tried to go near to real life. They 
neglected all set rules of meters, stanza forms or genres. As a result, modern poetry is almost 
formless just like modern paintings.1 
 
The Bibliotheca Alexandrina provides books on this subject to its visitors, inside the main 
library of the BA, at the ground level (E). You can find them by searching for the Call Numbers 
on the shelves from: 821 to 821.9 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                           
1 “The Brief History of English Poetry”, Literaturemini,  

www.literaturemini.com/2018/08/the-brief-history-of-english-poetry.html 
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Some selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
 
Books: 
 

Bateson, Frederick Wilse. English Poetry: A Critical Introduction. London: Longmans, 
Green, 1950. 
BA Call Number:   821.009   B3298   (E) 
  
Bradby, Godfrey Fox. About English Poetry. London: Oxford University Press, 1949. 
BA Call Number:   821.009   B7986   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Bradford, Richard. A Linguistic History of English Poetry. The Interface Series. London: 
Routledge, 1993.  
BA Call Number:   821.009   (E) 
 
Corcoran, Neil, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Twentieth-Century English Poetry. 
The Cambridge Companions to Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 
BA Call Number:   821.9109   C1781   (E) 
 
Goodridge, John. Rural Life in Eighteenth-Century English Poetry. Cambridge Studies in 
Eighteenth-Century English Literature and Thought 27. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1995. 
BA Call Number:   821.509321734   (E) 
 
Hazlitt, William. Lectures on English Poets: The Spirit of the Age. Everyman's Library. 
Edited by by Ernest Rhys. Essays 459. London: J. M. Dent; New York, NY: E. P. Dutton, 
1939. 
BA Call Number:   821.09   H4313   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Johnson, Samuel. The Lives of the Poets: A Selection. Edited by Roger Lonsdale. 
Introduction by John Mullan. Oxford World's Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2009. 
BA Call Number:   821.009   J661l   (E) 
 
Naguib, Ezzeldin M. Introduction to English Poetry. Cairo: Ezzeldin M. Naguib, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   821.09   N152   (F1 -- Young People’s Library) 
 
Read, Herbert. Phases of English Poetry. London: Faber and Faber, [1954].  
BA Call Number:   821.09   R282   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Richards, Bernard Arthur. English Poetry of the Victorian Period, 1830-1890. Longman 
Literature in English Series. London: Longman, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   821.809   (E) 
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Rushdy, Rashad, ed. A Little Treasury of English Poetry: Chaucer to Spender. Lotus 
Books. Cairo: Anglo Egyptian Bookshop, 1957. 
BA Call Number:   821.008   L7781   (E) 
 
Thomson, J. A. K. Classical Influences on English Poetry. London: G. Allen and Unwin, 
1951. 
BA Call Number:   821.009   T4821   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Watson, John Richard. English Poetry of The Romantic Period, 1789-1830. Longman 
Literature in English Series. London: Longman, 1995. 
BA Call Number:   821.709145   (E) 

 
 وبعض ساسيةالأ النصوص :يالانكليز  يالرومانتيك الشعر من مختارات .مترجمون زيد، علي ومحمد الوهاب، عبد المسيري،

 .1979 للدراسات، العربية المؤسسة :بيروت .والنقدية التاريخية الدراسات
BA Call Number:   821.009   M9539   (E) 
 

 .1971 المعارف، دار : القاهرة .لكولريدج دبيةأ سيرة الشعر: فى الرومانتيكية النظرية مترجم. الحكيم، عبد حسان،
BA Call Number:   821.709145   N335   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 

 
 عنانى. محمد تحرير .فريد شفيق ماهر تقديم .يالقلماو  سهير مراجعة ي.بدو  مصطفى محمد ترجمة .والشعر العلم .أ .أ ريتشاردز،

 .2001 للكتاب، العامة المصرية الهيئة :[القاهرة] الكتب. أمهات .سرةالأ مكتبة
BA Call Number:   821.9109   R5141   (E) 
Also available as e-book:  
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:75004 

 
 .2016 للكتاب، العامة المصرية الهيئة ]القاهرة[: .2 مج. .المعاصر الإنسان وهموم الإنجليزي الشعر مترجم. سامة،أ فرحات،

BA Call Number:   821.0080353   S5581   2016   (E) 

 
 .1971 للتأليف، العامة المصرية الهيئة القاهرة: .273 حرة جامعة .الثقافية المكتبة .الحديث نجليزىالإ  الشعر .شفيق ماهر فريد،

BA Call Number:   821.9109   F224   (E) 

Also available as e-book:    
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:76712 

 

]القاهرة[: ترجمة وتقديم محمد عناني. . العالمى الابداع. نجليزى جون ملتون: الفردوس المفقودملحمة الشاعر الإ . ملتون، جون
  .1986-1982الهيئة المصرية العامة للكتاب، 

BA Call Number:   821.3   M6621F   (B3 --- Closed Stacks) 

Also available as e-book:    
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:75224  

http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:75004
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:76712
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:75224
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E-Books:                                                
 
Bennett, Alan. Six Poets: Hardy to Larkin: An Anthology. New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2015. e-book. eBook Collection (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Bullough, Geoffrey. Mirror of Minds: Psychological Beliefs in English Poetry. Alexander 
Lectures. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1962. e-book. ProQuest Ebook Central 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Coley, David K. The Wheel of Language: Representing Speech in Middle English Poetry 

1377-1422. Medieval Studies. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2012. e-book. 
ProQuest Ebook Central (database). ProQuest. 
 
Fairer, David, and Christine Gerrard, eds. Eighteenth-Century Poetry: An Annotated 

Anthology. Blackwell Annotated Anthologies. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley, 2014. e-book. 
ProQuest Ebook Central (database). ProQuest. 
 
Homans, Margaret. Women Writers and Poetic Identity: Dorothy Wordsworth, Emily 

Bronte and Emily Dickinson. Princeton Legacy Library. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2014. e-book. eBook Collection (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Jorgens, Elise Bickford. The Well-Tun’d Word: Musical Interpretations of English Poetry. 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1982. e-book. ProQuest Ebook Central 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Post, Jonathan. English Lyric Poetry: The Early Seventeenth Century. London: Taylor 
and Francis, 1999. e-book. ProQuest Ebook Central (database). ProQuest. 
 
Reisman, Rosemary M. Canfield. Romantic Poets. Critical Survey of Poetry. Ipswich, MA: 
Salem Press, 2012. e-book. eBook Collection (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Rivers, Isabel. Classical and Christian Ideas in English Renaissance Poetry. 2nd ed. 
London: Routledge, 1994. e-book. eBook Public Library Collection (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Stephens, Meic. Poetry 1900-2000. Library of Wales. Cardigan, Wales: Parthian Books, 
2007. e-book. eBook Collection (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Wiggins, Peter DeSa. Donne, Castiglione, and the Poetry of Courtliness. 
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2000. e-book. eBook Public Library Collection 
(database). EBSCOhost. 
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Theses & Dissertations: 
 
Printed Theses: 
 
Al Atabany, Neveen Abdel Aziz Mohamed. The Death Theme in Christina Rossettis 

Poetry. Master’s Thesis. Ain Shams University. Faculty of Al-Alsun. English Department, 
2011.  
BA Call Number:   Thesis   50390   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Amin, Jihad Al Din Al Sayed Mohammad Hasan. The Concept of Foregrounding in the 

Poetry of Dylan Thomas. Master’s Thesis, Ain Shams University. Faculty of Education. 
English Department, 2007. 
BA Call Number:   Thesis   16047   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Awad, Samah Mohammad. The Poet Between Commitment and Poetic Freedom: A 

Reading of Seamus Haeney's Poetry. Master’s Thesis. Cairo University. Faculty of Arts. 
English Language and Literature, 2010. 
BA Call Number:   Thesis   42494   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Fouad, Jehan Farouk. The Postmodernist Concept of the Text as Manifested in Some 

Postmodernist Readings of Romantic Poetry. PhD diss. Ain Shams University. Faculty of 
Arts, Science and Education. English Department, 2001. 
BA Call Number:   Thesis   7373   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Hussein, Amal Ragaa Bassyouni. The Structure of the Narrative Poetry of Dylan 

Thomas. Master’s Thesis. Benha University. Faculty of Arts. English Department, 2007. 
BA Call Number:   Thesis   26462   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Kurayem, Nehal Ali Abdul-Ghaffar Muhammad. Archetypal and Conceptual Metaphors 

in the Poetry of John Clare and Mahmoud Hasan Ismail. PhD diss. Ain Shams 
University. Faculty of Al-Alsun. English Department, 2013.  
BA Call Number:   Thesis   61216   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Saudi, Tamer Tawfik. Jungian Veins in Philip Larkins Poetry. PhD diss. Tanta University. 
Faculty of Education. English Department, 2011.  
BA Call Number:   Thesis   46566   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
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E-Theses: 
 
Atkinson, Joanna Mary. English Poetry of the First World War and its Critical and Public 

Reception. PhD diss. University of London. Royal Holloway College, 1978. e-thesis. 
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Bruckshaw, Margaret Mary. Nature in Seventeenth Century English Poetry. PhD diss. 
The University of Manchester, 1954. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Burgess, Christopher John. Passionate Eloquence: Rhetoric and Emotion in Medieval 

English Poetry. PhD diss. The University of Iowa, 2015. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations 
and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Cowdery, Taylor. The Premodern Literary: Matter and Form in English Poetry 1400-1547. 
PhD diss. Harvard University, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Hastings, Justin A. “Englishing” Horace: The Influence of the Horatian Tradition on Old 

and Middle English Poetry. PhD diss. Loyola University, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest 
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Hause, Marie. Reading the Cosmos and Reading the Poem in Early Modern English 

Poetry, 1579-1674. PhD diss. The Florida State University, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest 
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Horner, Shari Lynn. Women's Literacy and Female Textuality in Old English Poetry. 
PhD diss. University of Minnesota, 1992. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Horvath, Richard Paul. The Romance of Authorship in Late Middle English Poetry. PhD 
diss. Stanford University, 1996. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). 
ProQuest. 
 
Lee, Rebecca. Gerard Manely Hopkins and Old English Poetry: A Stylistic Analysis. Phd 
diss. The University of Arizona, 1981. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Lundeen, Stephanie Thompson. Medieval English Poetry and Performance. PhD diss. 
Loyola University, 2008. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Piltch, Charles Neil. Inspiration and the Claim to Knowledge in Seventeenth-Century 

English Poetry. PhD diss. The City University of New York, 1968. e-thesis. ProQuest 
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
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Rao, N. M. Symbolism in Modern English Poetry. PhD diss. Maharaja Sayajirao 
University of Baroda, 1963. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). 
ProQuest. 
 
Runstedler, Curtis Thomas. Alchemy and Exemplary Narrative in Middle English 

Poetry. PhD diss. University of Durham, 2018. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Sledge, Linda Ching. The Nativity in English Poetry. PhD diss. City University of New 
York, 1976. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Sperry, Eileen M. This Body of Death: Decay in Early Modern English Poetry. PhD diss. 
State University of New York, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Sullivan, Maria Ancilla. Passion Motives in Old English Poetry. PhD diss. Fordham 
University, 1939. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest. 
 
Underhill, H. The Poetry of Consciousness: Aspects of the Modern Tradition in English 

Poetry, with Special Attention to Edward Thomas, Harold Monro, and F. S Flint. Phd 
diss. University of Kent, 1974. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). 
ProQuest. 
 
Warner, Steven Kirk. Versions of Narcissus: The Male Form in English Renaissance 

Poetry. PhD diss. Yale University, 2017. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
(database). ProQuest. 
 
Watkins, Leila Ruth. Forms of Consolation in Early Modern English Poetry. PhD diss. 
University of Michigan, 2014. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). 
ProQuest. 
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Articles: 
 
Attridge, Derek. “Rhythm in English Poetry”. New Literary History 21, no. 4 (Autumn 
1990): 1015-1037. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Battles, Paul. “Toward a Theory of Old English Poetic Genres: Epic, Elegy, Wisdom Poetry, 
and the ‘Traditional Opening’”. Studies in Philology 111, no. 1 (Winter 2014): 1-33.  
e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Bell, Amy. “Women's Politics, Poetry, and the Feminist Historiography of the Great War”. 
Canadian Journal of History 42, no. 3 (Winter 2007): 411-437. e-article. Academic Search 
Complete (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Bernard, Stephen Jarrod. “Edward Bysshe and ‘The Art of English Poetry’: Reading 
Writing in the Eighteenth Century”. Eighteenth-Century Studies 46, no. 1 (Fall 2012): 113-
129. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Brougham, Herbert B. “English Poetry”. Modern Language Notes 17, no. 2 (Feb 1902): 60. 
e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Bunting, Basil. “English Poetry Today”. Poetry 39, no. 5 (Feb 1932): 264-271. e-article. 
JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 

Chaudhary, Mukhtar. “Global or Provincial: A Reading of Modern English Poets.” 
Dirasat: Human & Social Sciences 38, no. 3 (2011): 1050-1064. e-article. Arab World 
Research Source (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Dalvean, Michael. “Ranking Canonical English Poems”. Empirical Studies of the Arts 34, 
no. 1 (Jan 2016): 103-125. e-article. Art & Architecture Source (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Ferran, Bronaċ. “The Movement of the Poem in the 1960s: from Circle and Line to Zero 
and One, from Concretion to Computation”. Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 42, no. 1-2 
(Mar-Jun 2017): 127-143. e-article. Academic Search Complete (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Hackenbracht, Ryan. “Milton and the Parable of the Talents: Nationalism and the Prelacy 
Controversy in Revolutionary England”. Philological Quarterly 94, no. 1-2 (Winter-Spring 
2015): 71-93. e-article. Academic Search Complete (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Henning, Peter. “Keats, Ecocriticism, and the Poetics of Place”. Studies in Romanticism 
57, no. 3 (Fall 2018): 407-427. e-article. Art & Architecture Source (database). EBSCOhost. 
 
Hibbett, Ryan. “The Hughes/Larkin Phenomenon: Poetic Authenticity in Postwar English 
Poetry”. Contemporary Literature 49, no. 1 (Spring 2008): 111-140. e-article. JSTOR 
(database). ITHACA. 
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Jun Terasawa. “The Weak Man in Old English Poetry”. The Journal of English and 

Germanic Philology 109, no. 1 (Jan 2010): 22-32. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Kordecki, Lesley. “Ecofeminism and the Father of English Poetry: Chaucer's ‘Parliament of 
Fowls’”. Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment 10, no. 1 (Winter 2003): 
97-114. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 

Mandel, Jerome. “Contrast in Old English Poetry”. The Chaucer Review 6, no. 1 (Summer 
1971): 1-13. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Miles, Josephine. “Eras in English Poetry”. PMLA 70, no. 4 (Sep 1955): 853-875. e-article. 
JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Orgel, Stephen. “English Classical: The Reform of Poetry in Elizabethan England”. Arion: 

A Journal of Humanities and the Classics 27, no. 2 (Fall 2019): 43-63. e-article. JSTOR 
(database). ITHACA. 
 
Plumly, Stanley. “Early Nineteenth-Century English Poetry Walks”. The Kenyon Review 
37, no. 6 (Nov-Dec 2015): 37-42. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Riedinger, Anita R. “‘Home’ In Old English Poetry”. Neuphilologische Mitteilungen 96, 
no. 1 (1995): 51-59. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Shairp, J. C. “Friendship in English Poetry”. The North American Review 139, no. 337 
(Dec 1884): 580-598. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Sullivan, J. P. “Martial and English Poetry”. Classical Antiquity 9, no. 1 (Apr 1990): 149-
174. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
 
Taylor, John. “Poetry Today”. The Antioch Review 77, no. 4 (Fall 2019): 772-780. e-article. 
JSTOR (database). ITHACA. 
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Nemerov, Howard. “Poetry”. Encyclopedia Britannica.  
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