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Percy Bysshe Shelley
(1792 - 1822)

Biography:

died July 8, 1822, at sea off Livorno, Tuscany [Italy]), English Romantic poet whose
passionate search for personal love and social justice was gradually channeled from
overt actions into poems that rank with the greatest in the English language.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, (born Aug. 4, 1792, Field Place, near Horsham, Sussex, Eng. —

Shelley was the heir to rich estates acquired by his grandfather, Bysshe (pronounced “Bish”)
Shelley. Timothy Shelley, the poet’s father, was a weak, conventional man who was caught
between an overbearing father and a rebellious son. The young Shelley was educated at Syon
House Academy (1802-04) and then at Eton (1804-10), where he resisted physical and mental
bullying by indulging in imaginative escapism and literary pranks. Between the spring of
1810 and that of 1811, he published two Gothic novels and two volumes of juvenile verse. In
the fall of 1810 Shelley entered University College, Oxford, where he enlisted his fellow
student Thomas Jefferson Hogg as a disciple. But in March 1811, University College expelled
both Shelley and Hogg for refusing to admit Shelley’s authorship of The Necessity of Atheism.
Hogg submitted to his family, but Shelley refused to apologize to his.
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Late in August 1811, Shelley eloped with Harriet Westbrook, the younger daughter of a
London tavern owner; by marrying her, he betrayed the acquisitive plans of his grandfather
and father, who tried to starve him into submission but only drove the strong-willed youth to
rebel against the established order. Early in 1812, Shelley, Harriet, and her older sister Eliza
Westbrook went to Dublin, where Shelley circulated pamphlets advocating political rights
for Roman Catholics, autonomy for Ireland, and freethinking ideals. The couple traveled to
Lynmouth, Devon, where Shelley issued more political pamphlets, and then to North Wales,
where they spent almost six months in 1812-13. Lack of money finally drove Shelley to
moneylenders in London, where in 1813 he issued Queen Mab, his first major poem —a nine-
canto mixture of blank verse and lyric measures that attacks the evils of the past and present
(commerce, war, the eating of meat, the church, monarchy, and marriage) but ends with
resplendent hopes for humanity when freed from these vices. In June 1813 Harriet Shelley
gave birth to their daughter lanthe, but a year later Shelley fell in love with Mary
Wollstonecraft Godwin, daughter of William Godwin and his first wife, née Mary
Wollstonecraft. Against Godwin’s objections, Shelley and Mary Godwin eloped to France on
July 27, 1814, taking with them Mary’s stepsister Jane (later “Claire”) Clairmont. Following
travels through France, Switzerland, and Germany, they returned to London, where they
were shunned by the Godwins and most other friends. Shelley dodged creditors until the
birth of his son Charles (born to Harriet, November 30, 1814), his grandfather’s death
(January 1815), and provisions of Sir Bysshe’s will forced Sir Timothy to pay Shelley’s debts
and grant him an annual income.

Settling near Windsor Great Park in 1815, Shelley read the classics with Hogg and another
friend, Thomas Love Peacock. He also wrote Alastor; or The Spirit of Solitude, a blank-verse
poem, published with shorter poems in 1816, that warns idealists (like Shelley himself) not to
abandon “sweet human love” and social improvement for the vain pursuit of evanescent
dreams. By mid-May 1816, Shelley, Mary, and Claire Clairmont hurried to Geneva to
intercept Lord Byron, with whom Claire had begun an affair. During this memorable
summer, Shelley composed the poems “Hymn to Intellectual Beauty” and “Mont Blanc,” and
Mary began her novel Frankenstein. Shelley’s party returned to England in September, settling
in Bath. Late in the year, Harriet Shelley drowned herself in London, and on December 30,
1816, Shelley and Mary were married with the Godwins’ blessing. But a Chancery Court
decision declared Shelley unfit to raise Ianthe and Charles (his children by Harriet), who
were placed in foster care at his expense.

In March 1817 the Shelleys settled near Peacock at Marlow, where Shelley wrote his twelve-
canto romance-epic Laon and Cythna; or, The Revolution of the Golden City and Mary Shelley
tinished Frankenstein. They compiled History of a Six Weeks” Tour jointly from the letters and
journals of their trips to Switzerland, concluding with “Mont Blanc.” In November, Laon and
Cythna was suppressed by its printer and publisher, who feared that Shelley’s idealized tale
of a peaceful national revolution, bloodily suppressed by a league of king and priests,
violated the laws against blasphemous libel. After revisions, it was reissued in 1818 as The
Revolt of Islam.
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Because Shelley’s health suffered from the climate and his financial obligations outran his
resources, the Shelleys and Claire Clairmont went to Italy, where Byron was residing. They
reached Milan in April 1818 and proceeded to Pisa and Leghorn (Livorno). That summer, at
Bagni di Lucca, Shelley translated Plato’s Symposium and wrote his own essay “On Love.” He
also completed a modest poem entitled Rosalind and Helen, in which he imagines his destiny
in the poet-reformer “Lionel,” who—imprisoned for radical activity —dies young after his
release.

In August 1818, Shelley and Byron again met in Venice; the Shelleys remained there or at Este
through October 1818. During their stay, little Clara Shelley (b. 1817) became ill and died. In
“Lines Written Among the Euganean Hills” (published with Rosalind and Helen), Shelley
writes how visions arising from the beautiful landscape seen from a hill near Este had
revived him from despair to hopes for the political regeneration of Italy, thus transforming
the scene into “a green isle. . . / In the deep wide sea of Misery.” He also began Julian and
Maddalo—in which Byron (“Maddalo”) and Shelley debate human nature and destiny —and
drafted Act I of Prometheus Unbound. In November 1818 the Shelleys traveled through
Rome to Naples, where they remained until the end of February 1819.

Settling next at Rome, Shelley continued Prometheus Unbound and outlined The Cenci, a
tragedy on the Elizabethan model based on a case of incestuous rape and patricide in
sixteenth-century Rome. He completed this drama during the summer of 1819 near Leghorn,
where the Shelleys fled in June after their other child, William Shelley (b. 1816), died from
malaria. Shelley himself terms The Cenci “a sad reality,” contrasting it with earlier “visions . . .
of the beautiful and just.” Memorable characters, classic five-act structure, powerful and
evocative language, and moral ambiguities still make The Cenci theatrically effective. Even so,
it is a less notable achievement than Prometheus Unbound: A Lyrical Drama, which Shelley
completed at Florence in the autumn of 1819, near the birth of Percy Florence Shelley, Mary
Shelley’s only surviving child. Both plays appeared about 1820.

Prometheus Unbound, which was the keystone of Shelley’s poetic achievement, was written
after he had been chastened by “sad reality” but before he began to fear that he had failed to
reach an audience. Published with it were some of the poet’s finest and most hopeful shorter
poems, including “Ode to Liberty,” “Ode to the West Wind,” “The Cloud,” and “To a Sky-
Lark.” After moving to Pisa in 1820, Shelley was stung by hostile reviews into expressing his
hopes more guardedly. Shelley and Edward Williams drowned on July 8, 1822, when their
boat sank during the stormy return voyage to Lerici.!

Donald H. Reiman, “Percy Bysshe Shelley: English Poet”, Encyclopaedia Britannica,
www.britannica.com/biography /Percy-Bysshe-Shelley
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Some Selected Materials available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Works by the Author

Printed Books:

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Complete Poetical Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited by
Thomas Hutchinson. London: Oxford University Press, 1948.
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451c 1984 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Les cenci. Translated by Robert Davreu. N.p.: Corti, 2000.
BA Call Number: BnF 366476 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Lyrics and Shorter Poems. Everyman's Library. Poetry 257. London: J.
M. Dent, 1949.
BA Call Number: 821.7 S54511 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. La mascarade de l’anarchie: Suivi de cinq poemes de 1819.
Translated by Félix Rabbe. Presented by Hélene Fleury. Bilingual ed. Les pieds dans le plat.
Paris: Paris-Méditerranée, 2004.

BA Call Number: BnF 292799 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. La nécessité de 1’Athéisme: Article Critique ("The Brighton
magazine"): Lettre a Lord Ellenborough: Réfutation du déisme. Edited by Gabriel Los
d'Urizen. Translated by Gabriel Los d'Urizen and Albert Savine. Paris: Paris-Zanzibar, 1997.
BA Call Number: BnF 364336 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Ode au vent d'ouest: Adonais et autres poémes. Translated by Robert
Davreu. Bilingual ed. Collection romantique 70. [Paris]: J. Corti, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 312371 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Oeuvres choisies. Selected, Presented and Translated by Maurice
Castelian. Paris: Société d'édition Les belles-lettres, 1929-1935.
BA Call Number: 821.008 S5451 1929 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Percy Bysshe Shelley: Poémes. Translated by Yves Abrioux. L'oeil du
poéte 13. Paris: Textuel, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 304746 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Poems of Percy Bysshe Shelley. The World's Popular Classics. New
York: Books, [19--].
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451se (B2 -- Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)
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Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Poems of Percy Bysshe Shelley. The Chandos Classics 6.
London: Frederick Warne, [19--].
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451p (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Poems of Percy Bysshe Shelley: Including Materials Never
Before Printed in any Edition of the Poems. Edited by Thomas Hutchinson. London: Henry
Frowde; New York: Oxford University Press, 1912.

BA Call Number: 821.7 She P (B2 -- Rare Books)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Poetical Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Introduction by Richard
Garnett. London: Ward, Lock, [19--].
BA Call Number: 821.7 She P (B2 -- Rare Books)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Prose Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited by Richard Herne
Shepherd. London: Chatto & Windus, 1906.
BA Call Number: 828.708 She P (B2 - Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Selected Poems. London: Collins, 1954.
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451se (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Shelley, Poetry & Prose: With Essays by Browning, Bagehot,
Swinburne and Reminiscences by Others. Introduction by Arthur Montague D'Urban
Hughes. Clarendon English Series. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1952.

BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451s (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Shelley: Selected Poetry, Prose and Letters. Edited by A. S. B. Glover.
London: The Nonesuch Press, 1951.
BA Call Number: 828.7 S5451 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. Zastrozzi et St Irvyne: Romans. Translated by Nicole Berry. Au cceur
du monde. Lausanne: L'Age d'homme, 1998.
BA Call Number: BnF 272129 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)
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BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451 1987 (E)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.isf?PID=DAF-Job:10496

E-Books:
Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Complete Poetry of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited by Neil

Fraistat and Donald H. Reiman. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012. e-
book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.
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Works about the Author:

Printed Books:

Barcus, James E., ed. Percy Bysshe Shelley: The Critical Heritage. Critical Heritage Series.
New Delhi: Rama Brothers, 1995.
BA Call Number: 821.7 Bar P (E)

Blunden, Edmund. Shelley: A Life Story. Oxford Paperbacks 95. London: Oxford University
Press, 1965.
BA Call Number: 828.709 S5451b (E)

Bonca, Teddi Chichester. Shelley's Mirrors of Love: Narcissism, Sacrifice, and Sorority.
SUNY Series in Psychoanalysis and Culture. New York: State University of New York Press,
1999.

BA Call Number: 821.7 Bon S (E)

Brailsford, Henry Noel. Shelley, Godwin, and their Circle. Home University Library of
Modern Knowledge 77. London: Williams and Norgate, 1991.
BA Call Number: 820.9007 B8142 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Lall, Ramji. Percy Bysshe Shelley: An Evaluation of his Poetry. 6th ed. Studies in Poets. New
Delhi: Rama Brothers, 1983.
BA Call Number: 821.7 L196 1983 (E)

Maurois, André. Ariel, ou, la vie de Shelley. Les cahiers rouges. Paris: B. Grasset, 1923.
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451m (B1 -- BnF Collection)

Norman, Sylva. Flight of the Skylark: The Development of Shelley's Reputation. London:
M. Reinhardt; [New York]: University of Oklahoma Press, 1954.
BA Call Number: 828.7092 S5451n (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

O'Neill, Michael. Percy Bysshe Shelley: A Literary Life. Macmillan Literary Lives. London:
Macmillan, 1989.
BA Call Number: 821.7 O’'Ne P (E)

O’Neill, Michael, ed. Shelley. Longman Critical Readers. London: Longman, 1993.
BA Call Number: 821.7 O'Ne S (E)

Peyre, Henri. Shelley et la France: Lyrisme anglais et lyrisme francais au XIXe siécle.
Recueil de travaux publiés par la Faculté des lettres. Université égyptienne 10. Le Caire:
Imprimerie Paul Barbey, 1935.
BA Call Number: 828.709 P515

(B2 -- Special Collections -- Mohamed Kamel Pasha El Bendary)
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Raymond, Ernest. Two Gentlemen of Rome: The Story of Keats and Shelley. London:
Cassell, 1952.
BA Call Number: 821.7 R268 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Roe, Ivan. Shelley: The Last Phase. London: Hutchinson, [1953].
BA Call Number: 828.709 S5451r (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Spender, Stephen. Shelley. Bibliographical Series of Supplements to British Book News 29.
London: Longmans, Green, [1952].
BA Call Number: 821.7 S746 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamid Saeed)

Wallace, Jennifer. Shelley and Greece: Rethinking Romantic Hellenism. Basingstoke:
Macmillan Press; New York: St. Martine's Press, 1997.
BA Call Number: 821.7 Wal ] (E)

Waterlow, Sydney. Shelley. London: T. C. & E. C. Jack, [19--].
BA Call Number: 828.709 S5451w (B2 -- Special Collection -- Hamid Saeed)

Welburn, Andrew J. Power and Self-Consciousness in the Poetry of Shelley. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1986.
BA Call Number: 821.7 W438 (E)

Woodings, Robert Bertram, ed. Shelley. Modern Judgments. Nashville, Tennessee: Aurora,
1970.
BA Call Number: 821.7 S5451sh (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:76205
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Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.isf?PID=DAF-Job:9477
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BA Call Number: 828.809 M457 (B2 - Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)
Also available as e-book:
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jst?PID=DAF-Job:209415
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E-Books:

Barcus, James E.,, ed. Percy Bysshe Shelley: The Critical Heritage.
The Critical Heritage Series. London: Taylor & Francis Group, 1996. e-book. Ebook Central
(database). ProQuest.

Bieri, James. Percy Bysshe Shelley: A Biography. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press,
2008. e-book. Books In Print (database). Bowker.

Bieri, James. Percy Bysshe Shelley: Youth's Unextinguished Fire, 1792-1816. Newark, NJ:
University of Delaware Press, 2004. e-book. Books In Print (database). Bowker.

Duerksen, Roland A. Shelleyan Ideas in Victorian Literature. Studies in English Literature
12. London: De Gruyter, 1966. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Mulhallen, Jacqueline. Theatre of Shelley. Cambridge: Open Book Publishers, 2010. e-book.
Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Shmid, S. Shelley's German Afterlives, 1814-2000. Nineteenth-Century Major Lives and
Letters. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. e-book. Ebook Central (database). ProQuest.

Vatalaro, Paul A. Shelley's Music: Fantasy, Authority and the Object Voice. RLE: Percy
Shelley 4. London: Routledge, Taylor & Francis, 2009. e-book. Ebook Central (database).
ProQuest.

Wilson, Ross. Shelley and the Apprehension of Life. Cambridge Studies in Romanticism

101. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013. e-book. Ebook Central (database).
ProQuest.
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E-Theses:

Abbott, William Henry. The Philosophy of History in Selected Works of Percy Bysshe
Shelley. PhD diss. Texas A&M University, 1973. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Barnett, Suzanne L. Romantic Paganism: Ecstasy and Excess in the Shelley Circle. PhD diss.
University of Pennsylvania, 2012. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Bond, Tonette Long. The Pastoral Vision of Percy Bysshe Shelley. PhD diss. The Florida
State University, 1975. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Brookshire, David ]. Percy Bysshe Shelley and the Gothic. PhD diss. University of
Maryland, 2009. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Carman, Colin. Shelley’s Closet: Sexuality, History, Romanticism. PhD diss. University of
California, 2008. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Confer, Shayne D. Immobility as a Means to Non-Violent Resistance in the Poetical Works
of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Master’s thesis. University of Montana, 2002. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Dittmer, Maggie. World Reclamation in Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound. Master’s thesis.
University of Missouri, 2018. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database).
ProQuest.

Fell, Annabelle Elizabeth. Soul-Making in the Writing of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Master’s
thesis. The University of Western Ontario, 1997. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Garber, H. L. Study of the Principal Issues Involved in the Critical Judgments Concerning
Percy Bysshe Shelley as a Poet. Master’s thesis. University of Southern California, 1930. e-
thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Gemmell, Maxwell S. The Skeptical Imagination: A Study of Percy Shelley’s Poetry &

Prose. Master’s thesis. State University of New York, 2018. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses (database). ProQuest.
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Gowan, Kaitlin. Exciting the Sublime: Terror, Interiority, and the Power of Shelley in “The
Cenci”. Master’s thesis. Arizona State University, 2011. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses (database). ProQuest.

Light, Kayla L. Shae. Non-Violent Resistance vs. Passivity: A Look into Percy Shelley's
Politics in Prometheus Unbound, the Mask, and the Cenci. Master’s thesis. The University
of Alabama, 2016. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Lindsey, Victor Ewart. Satire in the Poetry of Percy Bysshe Shelley. PhD diss. University of
Arkansas, 1982. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Mikhailiuk, Taras V. A Liberating “Vacancy”: Privative Adjectives in the Works of Percy
Bysshe Shelley. Master’s thesis. Middle Tennessee State University, 2013. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Peterson, Susan Joan. From Discourse to Activism: Trajectories of Percy Bysshe Shelley's
Nonviolence Philosophy in Literatures of Resistance. PhD diss. University of Rhode Island,
2004. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Schacht, Benjamin M. The Time of Labor: Literature and Industrial Capitalism from Percy
Shelley to William Morris. PhD diss. Northwestern University, 2019. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Schmolke, Vivian. Lifting the Veil and See(k)ing Hidden Beauty in Shelley’s “Lift not the
Painted Veil”. Master’s thesis. University of Oregon, 2019. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Seyferth, Rebecca Boggs. Experimentation and Transformation: The Dramas of Percy
Bysshe Shelley Reconsidered. PhD diss. University of Missouri, 2009. e-thesis. ProQuest
Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.

Van Kooy, Dana. Shelley’s Radical Stages: Legislating through the Drama in an Age of
War. PhD diss. University of Colorado, 2010. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(database). ProQuest.

Verdun, Todd David. Shelley’s Vocation: Poiesis and Praxis in the Verse of 1816. PhD diss.
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2005. e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses (database). ProQuest.

Vines, Carson Taylor. Shelley’s Sublime. Master’s thesis. The University of Alabama, 2017.
e-thesis. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (database). ProQuest.
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Articles:

Arditi, Neil. “Shelley’s “Adonais’ and the Literary Canon”. Raritan 17, no. 1 (Summer 1997):
121-139. e-article. Art and Architecture Source (database). EBSCOhost.

Armstrong, James. “Shelley's Unsung Muse: Eliza O'neill and the Inspiration behind the
Cenci”. Theatre Notebook 69, no. 1 (2015): 17-39. e-article. Academic Search Complete
(database). EBSCOhost.

Baker, John Ross. “Poetry and Language in Shelley’s ‘Defence of Poetry’”. Journal of
Aesthetics & Art Criticism 39, no. 4 (Jun 1981): 437-449. e-article. Art and Architecture
Source (database). EBSCOhost.

Barnett, Suzanne L. “’Epipsychidion” as a Posthumous Fragment”. Keats-Shelley Journal 65
(2016): 89-99. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA.

Borushko, Matthew C. “The Politics of Subreption: Resisting the Sublime in Shelley's “‘Mont
Blanc””. Studies in Romanticism 52, no. 2 (Summer 2013): 225-252. e-article. JSTOR
(database). ITHACA.

Callaghan, Madeleine. “Shelley and the Ambivalence of Idealism”. Keats-Shelley Journal 64
(2015): 92-104. e-article. JSTOR (database). ITHACA.

Cale, Luisa, and Stefano Evangelista. “A Bright Erroneous Dream’: The Shelley Memorial
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