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[OBYCTAH

[YXOBHbIN MUP KOHHbIX U IO 04HbBIX
OXOTHWKOB 310X BPOH3bI
AEPBAUMKAHA

BEJIN AJIVEB,
uneH-koppecnoHoeHmM HAHA,
00KMOpP UCMOpPUYeCKUX HayK, npogeccop

YHOXKeCTBEHHbIE IIPOM3BEJeHNA B IAMATHIU-
Kax a1oxu 6poHss! [06ycTaHa IpeCcTaBIfoT
coboil IeHHeMIINIT MaTepyuan Ajisi Usyde-

HYSL UCTOPUM KYIBTYPBI, Pe/IUTNHN, JYXOBHOI >KU3-

HY JpPEeBHEr0 HAaCe/IeHNA INPMKACIUIICKOIO peryroHa

AsepbaiixaHa, I B IEPBYI0 odepenb AbILIepoHa.

V306pasurenpHoe NCKycCcTBO Asepbaiiikana cBO-
UMM KOPHAMU YXOOUT B IIyOOKYI0 IpeBHOCTb X Ka-
MEHHBIII BeK (BEpPXHUII Ma/e0/INT, ME30/IUT, HEOINT),
K KOTOPOMY OTHOCSTCs meTpormgsl fobycraHa, aTn
IIefIeBPBI IpeBHeasepOaifPKaHCKOro MCKYCCTBA. DMOo-
xa 6ponssl (IV - II TeicaveneTus o0 H.9.) ABWIACHh
NepUOOM pacIBeTa IEePBOOBITHOIO WMCKYCCTBA
Aszep6aitmxaHa, Korga Hau0onee moIHOe BBIpaXKe-
HMe IONYyYMIM MHOTOBEKOBON >KM3HEHHDI OIbIT
ApeBHUX IVIEMEH, X KYTbTOBO- PETUTO3HbIE M 3CTe-
THYeCKVe B3T/IANbI. 3aMedaTeIbHbIMY 00pasijaMi nc-
KyCCTBa YKa3aHHOTO IIepJOfia AB/IAIOTCA HAaCKa/IbHbIE
usobpaxennst [obycrana.

HackanbHuble n306pakeHUs: — OCHOBHasg (op-
Ma M300pa3UTENBHOrO MCKYCCTBA SIOXM OpOH-
3pl. OHM CO3JaHBI B OCHOBHOM XYHOXKHUKaMIU
3eMJIefle/Ib9eCKO—CKOTOBOIYeCKNX IUIeMeH. B cBA3u
C pasBMUTHEM AITAXHOTO CKOTOBOACTBA HAuMHAA
¢ IIT TeIc. 10 H.3. HmeTporIM(bl TPaBUPOBAUCH HA
CKaJIaX BBICOKOTOPHBIX SII/IaTOB - MIPYMEPOM MOTYT
nocny>xuThb ypounine lemuras B HaxubiBanckoi AP,
Ksanbbamxapckuii paiton. X0oTst HaCKaIbHbIE TIETPO-
bl XapaKTepPHBI U I KYIbTYPbl HM3MEHHBIX
30H Asepbaiimxana, BKmodas [o6yctan n Abure-
POHCKMIT IOTyOCTPOB.

151 1306pa3UTEIBHOTO MICKYCCTBA AIIOXU OPOHSbI
To6ycraHa XxapaKTepHbI B OCHOBHOM CXeMaTU4ecKIe
CIUTy9THBIE M300pa)KeHMsI >KUBOTHBIX U YeEMTOBEKa,
PpasHble CUMBOIMYECKIE 3HAKN. B yKa3aHHbII IepuOz,
pasMepbl HACKa/IbHBIX pUCYHKOB [06ycTana mpogos-
JKaJI¥l YMEHBIIATbCA. B OTHEIBHBIX CITyYasAx MPpexxHAA
peanucTrdeckas MaHepa repefadn GUryp >KMBOTHBIX
Bce elle coxpaHmntach. CuTysTHbIe PUCYHKI JIIOREN
Ha4MHa/IY 3aMEHATbCS JTMHEeTHbIMIL
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GOBUSTAN

SPIRITUAL WORLD OF EQUESTRIAN AND
BOATING HUNTERS OF THE BRONZE AGE
OF AZERBALJAN

VELI ALIYEV
Associate Member of the ANAS,
Doctor of History, Professor

rtistic works on the monuments of the Bronze
AAge of Gobustan present invaluable materials

to study the history of culture, religion and
spiritual life of the ancient inhabitants of the Caspian
region and first of all of the Absheron in Azerbaijan.

Visual art of Azerbaijan is deeply rooted in very
ancient times - the Stone Age (upper Paleolithic, Me-
solithic, Neolithic) from which it is believed petro-
glyphs of Gobustan, chefs-d'oeuvre of the ancient
Azerbaijani art date. The Bronze Age (IV-II millen-
niums BC) was the flourishing period of primitive
art in Azerbaijan when centuries-old experience
of ancient tribes, their cult-religious and aesthetic
views in particular obtained a perfect expression.
Remarkable artistic examples of the mentioned period
are rock paintings of Gobustan.

Rock images are the main form of visual art of
the Bronze Age. They are basically created by artists
of agricultural and cattle-breeding tribes. In connec-
tion with the development of “yaylag” (summer pas-
ture) cattle-breeding starting from the III millennium
BC petroglyphs were engraved on the rocks of high
mountainous “yaylags”. Its example can also be found
in Gamigaya and in Kalbajar district. Nevertheless
rock petroglyphs are common for the culture of low-
lying zones of Azerbaijan, including Gobustan and the
Absheron Peninsula.

Sketchy silhouette depictions of animals and hu-
man beings, and various symbolic signs are mainly
representative of the Bronze Age visual art of Gobust-
an. In the mentioned period the sizes of rock paint-
ings of Gobustan continued decreasing. In some cases
the previous realistic manner of depicting figures of
animals was still kept. Silhouette paintings of people
were replaced with linear ones.

Abundance of the Bronze Age paintings in Gobustan
demonstrate that during the formation period of ag-
ricultural and cattle-breeding household this region
kept its significance from the standpoint of hunting
which then occupied an important place in husbandry
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O6unue msobpaxenuit smoxu Opousst B loby-
CTaHe IOKa3bIBaeT, YTO B IEPHOJ, CKIA[bIBAHN
CKOTOBOJYeCKO—-3eM/IeeIbYeCKOTO X03AIICTBA ITOT

PEernoH COXpaHsI CBOe 3HAYeH € U C TOYKU 3PEHIS
OXOTbI, KOTOPasi 3aHMMajia BCe ellle 3HAYNTENbHOe
MeCTO B XO3:JICTBe OcemIoro Hacenenus IofGycra-
Ha. OXoTa Be/ach MeMMI ¥ KOHHBIMY OXOTHUKAMMU,
KOTOpBIe OB BOOPY)KEHBI TyKaMy U CTPeIaMu, KO-
IbsIMM, Tpe3ybuamu, apkaHaMmu. Bee aTo Hamio ot-
paKeHue B HACKa/IbHBIX PUCYHKaX.

Ha ckanax [o6ycrana (SIsbuibiterne, beroknani) Bbl-
CedyeHbI CLIeHbI KOHHOJ OXOTHI Ha aHTUIOIL, OJIEHEN, KO3.
OTU PUCYHKY, CAENaHHbIE C OOMBIINM BKYCOM, peasi-
CTUYHO U BBIPAa3UTENbHO, OTHOCATCS K pybexy IIT — II
TBICSTUENIETHI O H. 9. ¥ Havaiy 11 ThicsiueneTnis 1o H. 3.
CpencTBamyt OXOTBI ObUIN TPe3YOLIbl, KOIIbsI, apKAHbI 1
apyroe opyxue. ClieHbl KOHHOJ U Ielell OXOTbI, G-
TYPBI IPOH3EHHBIX KOIIbeM XKMBOTHBIX, M300pakeHHbIe
BO MHOXKeCTBe Ha cKajax [06ycTaHa, II03BOIAIOT IIpen-
HOJIOXKNUTD, YTO [IEPBOOBITHbIE OXOTHVKI COBEPIIATIN B
Telepax MarydecKye PUTYabl — TAHIBI 1 3aK/IVHAHIS:
OHJI BEpW/IN, YTO 3aKO/IJOBAHHOE TaKMM 00pasoM ii-
BOTHOE CaMO HO3BO/IUT YOUTDH cebsl.

Cpemu robycranckux (SIspuipiterte, bBerokparu) Ha-
CKaJIbHBIX M300paXkKeHWil MPUBIEKAI0T 0c0060e BHUMA-
HJi€ U3SILIHO BBITOYEHHDIE KOHTYPbI OTIeHel. DTV pUCYH-
Ku patupyrorcs pybesxoM 11T - IT TeicsgeneTnit 5o H. .

B mnsobpasutenbHoM uckyccrBe [obycrana smoxm
OpoH3bI HambojIee pacIpOCTPaHEHDbl PUCYHKM 6e30-

apoBBIX K03710B. OHM N306paXKaTCs OT/IENbHO, Tap-
HO I TPYNIIaMM, B Pas/IMYHBIX [103aX, CTOAIIMMM UK
6eryummu. Ha fssuisitenie u bBerokpamte obHapy»xe
MHOYKECTBO TAKUX PUCYHKOB, IATHPYEMbIX pyOexoM
III - II TeICAYMMETUII IO H. 3.

KoHTypbl Myxckux ¢uryp, XapakTepHble s
snoxu 6ponss B lobycrane (Beroxpamr), HOCAT cxe-
MAaTHMYHO JIMHEIHbII XapakTep. Bce Myxckue ¢ury-
PbI HepefiaHbl B aH(AC B II03€ PUTYATbHOTO TAHIIA,
B JiBUOKeHMH. VIHTepecHa clleHa CXBaTKM, IZie KaX-
IBIN U3 GOPIOMNXCA AEPXKUT B OJHOI pyKe OpyKue
- maznky unu HoxX. IlpuBiexaeT BHUMaHMe TPYIIO-
BOIl PUTYaTbHO-OOPAMOBBIN TaHell, OYeHb HAIo-
MUHAIOIMIT a3epOaiifPKaHCKMIT TaHel «SIUIBbD», C
y4YacTueM IpyNmbl NI, CTOAIIMX B IBa pAfa. T
YHMKaJIbHbIE CIIEHDBI, BhICeYeHHbIe Ha berokpaiue, fa-
tupytorca III - IT TeicadeneTnAMY [0 H. 3.

B amoxy 6poHsbl cpenu mieMeH AsepbaiimKaHa
6bUT IIMPOKO PAacIIPOCTPAHEH KY/IbT COJHIIA, YTO OT-
paXeHO B MAMATHMKAX 1300PasNTeIbHOTO UCKYCCTBA
To6ycrana. ConsApHble 3HAKM 37I€Ch BBITPaBMPOBAHBI
B BUJIe KpyTa C JIy4YaMI WIN IepeKkpectueM. Pucys-
KM JIOJOK C CHAIOLIMM COMTHEYHBIM JJICKOM Ha HOCY,
matupyemble II Thics4yeneTeM Jo H. 3., CBA3bIBAIOTCA
¢ consapHoit mudornorueit. Ha HibKHeit Teppace rops
Berokpam BcTpeyaroTCs pUCYHKM JIOIOK Pas3IMYHBIX
TUIIOB — ITIOCKOJJOHHBIX, T/Ty0OKOIOHHBIX, C HEBOJIOM,
a TaKXe TPOCTHUKOBBIX JIOFOK (IIMPOIN) C CONMHIIEM B
HOCOBOIT 4acTy. B /lofiKax cXeMaTHYHO 1300pa’keHbI




of settled population of Gobustan. Hunting was car-
ried out by hunters on foot and horse, and they were
equipped with bows and arrows, spears, tridents and
arcana. All these can be seen on the rock art.

Scenes of hunting after antelope, deer and goat are
carved on the rocks of Gobustan (Yazylitepe, Boyuk-
dash). These depictions made with a good taste, re-
alistically and expressively date from the turn of the
HI-II millenniums BC and the beginning of IT millen-
nium BC. Hunting tools were tridents, spears, arcana,
etc. Scenes of hunting on foot and horse, figures of
animals pierced with spears that are depicted a lot on
the Gobustani rocks enable to suggest that primitive
hunters conducted magic rituals in the caves — dances
and incantations: they believed that animals exorcized
in that way would make it easy to hunt them.

Delicately chiselled contours of deer in particular at-
tract attention among the rock representations of Go-
bustan (Yazylitapa, Boyukdash). These paintings date
from the turn of the III - II millenniums BC.

Representations of bezoar goats are common in the
Bronze Age visual art of Gobustan. They are depict-
ed separately, in a pair and group, in different poses,
standing or running. Lots of these kinds of depichons
are found on Yazylitapa and Boyukdash dating from
the turn of the ITI-IT millenniums BC.

The contours of male figures which are typical of
the Bronze Age in Gobustan (Boyukdash) are sche-
matic linear. All male figures have been painted full
face posing ritual dance afoot. Fighting scenes in
which each of sides holds weapon in one hand - cane

or knife are interesting. ~Group ritual-ceremonial
dance reminding the Azerbaijani dance ‘yalli’ with
the participation of a group of people in two rows
notice attention. These unique scenes depicted on the
Boyukdash date from IIT - IT millenniums BC.

In the Bronze Age sun worship being depicted on
the visual art monuments of Gobustan was widespread
among Azerbaijani tribes. Solar signs here are en-
graved in the form of circle or cross. Paintings of boats
with shining sun at the bow dating from the II millen-
nium BC have linkage with solar mythology. At the
lower terrace of the Mountain Boyukdash you can see
paintings of different kinds of boats - flat-bottomed,
deep-bottomed, with a net, as well as, reed boats with
the sun at the prow. People in many cases with bows
obliquely thrown over shoulders are depicted in the
boats.

Thor Heyerdahl, well-known Norwegian explorer
and traveler paid special attention to the paintings of
boats in Gobustan. According to him, the Gobustan
boats with arched bottom probably of cane do not have
analogue over the world. Paraphrasing famous saying
“All roads lead to Rome’, Thor Heyerdahl suggested
that “All roads led from Gobustan” under the hypoth-
esis that there existed some water road “from Varyags to
Greeks” in very ancient times. On the basis of compar-
ison of the Norwegian petroglyphs with the Gobust-
ani ones he concluded that they were made “by the
same hand but in different times”. In this way, ancient
inhabitants of Gobustan started on their long journey
to unknown lands and probably not accidentally the
boats of inhabitants of the Russian coastal areas still
bear the name of “koch” in which you can obviously
hear an echo of Turkic “koch” from which Russian
words such as “koueBHuk” (nomad), “ko4eBbe” (no-
mad’s camp) and so on were derived.

In Gobustan (Yazylitapa and Boyukdash) you can
rarely see depictions of lion and dog dating from the
mid-II millennium BC.

The Bronze Age petroglyphs of Gobustan prove
that dance and music culture were developed in Azer-
baijan as early as 5000 years ago. The development of
visual art brought to the creation of first pictographic
signs which keep secrets of culture and world-views of
the Bronze Age tribes of Azerbaijan. «
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monu, GONMBIIMHCTBO UX C JTyKaMH, MePeKNHYTBIMI
HaJCKOCOK 4Yepes IIedo.

VsBecTHBII HOPBEXCKUII MCCAENOBAaTeNb WU IIy-
TemecTBeHHUK Typ Xelteppam o6paTwia Ha PUCYHKN
nonok B Tobycrane ocoboe BHMManue. Ilo ero cmo-
BaM, TOOYCTaHCKME JIOfKM C BBITHYTHIM JTHOM, Be-
POATHO, KaMBIIIOBbIE, HE MIMEIOT aHA/IOTOB B MIpE.
ITepedpasnpoBap N3BECTHYIO IIOTOBOPKY «BCE JIOPO-
ru BeniyT B Pum», Typ Xeitepman mpefnonoxXul, 9To
«Bce gopory Beny n3 [oOycrana», MICXONA U3 TEOPUN
O CYIIeCTBOBAHWM B ITTyOOKON [IPEBHOCTV HEKOETO
aHaJI0Ta BOJHOTO IYTH «13 BAapAT B rpekin». Ha ocHo-
Be CONOCTaBIEHNA HOPBEKCKMX NeTPOrnmgos c
roGyCTaHCKMMM OH C/Ienal BbIBOJI, YTO OHM BbIBe-
JeHbI «OJHOI PYKOIi, HO B pa3HOe BpeM:a». Takum
obpasom, peBHUe xutemyu fobycTaHa MycKamnch B

TasbHUe CTPAHCTBUA OCBaMBATh HEBEOMBIE CTPAHBI,
U BO3MOKHO, He CIyYalfHO JIOEKU oGuTaTeneil poc-
cuiickoro IloMophA A0 CHX NMOP HOCAT Ha3BaHMe
«KO4Y», B KOTOPOM ABCTBEHHO CIBIIIATCS OTrONO-
CKM TIOPKCKOTO «KOY», OT KOTOPOTO IONIIM PYC-
CKIIe CTTOBA «KOYEBHUK», <KOUYEBbe» I Jp.

B Tob6ycrane (S3puibiTenie u Belokpamr) mspenka
BCTpeYaloTcA N300paXKeHN JIbBa I COOAKIL, TaTUpye-
Mble cepenyHoii II TeicsdeneTns go H. o.

[Terpormuder Tobycrana smoxm OpOH3BI HOf-
TBEpP>KHAIOT, 4TO B A3epOarimpxaHe eme 5000 et ToMmy
HasaJ| ObUIM pa3BUTHI TaHIleBa/JbHAA Y MY3bIKa/IbHAs
KylIbTypa. PasBurue 1300pasuTeIbBHOIO MCKYCCTBA
MIPMBENO K CO3[AHMIO TEPBBIX MUKTOrpadmuecKnx
3HAKOB, KOTOpPbIE XPaHAT TallHY KY/IbTYPbl ¥ MUPO-
BO33peHMsI IIeMeH AsepbaiijpkaHa a1oxu OpPOHSBI.
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