STATE OF MINNESOTA

Office of Governor Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol ¢ 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard ¢ Saint Paul, MN 55155

May 25, 2011

The Honorable Kurt Zellers

Speaker of the House

State Office Building, Room 463

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I have vetoed and am returning Chapter 59, House File 936.

House File 936 infringes upon a woman’s basic right to health and safety. The
bill forces doctors to make critical medical decisions, but prevents them from considering
the best interests of their patients. This is not consistent with standards of good medical
practice.

Medical research, findings, and conclusions are best left to experts who are
trained to make medical, not political, decisions, and who are in the best position to
protect a woman’s health.

Our place is not between a woman and her doctor. Imposing civil penalties and
making it a felony for a doctor to deliver care that is in the best interest of the patient is

unconscionable.

Mark Dayton
Governor
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