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PROTECTING THE FUTURE OF SMALL BUSINESS

VOTI N G RECO RD YOUR LEGISLATORS" VOTING RECORD ON
SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES 2016 EDITION

Floor votes by your state legislators on key small business issues are listed inside. The Voting Record does not reflect all elements consid-
ered by a lawmaker when voting, nor does it represent a complete profile of a legislator, but it can be a guide in evaluating a legislator’s atti-
tude toward small business. Many issues affecting small business are decided in committees and never make it to the floor of the House or
Senate. Please thank those legislators who supported small business, and continue to work with those who have fallen short.

2015 House Tax Bill (HF848): Final passage
vote on significant tax reform/reduction legislation that
passed the House. The bill conformed the Minnesota
estate tax exemption to the federal, phased out the
state general tax on business property and made many
other positive changes. A “YES” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the House 74-58 (2015)

2015 Senate Tax Bill/Senator Gazelka
Amendment (HF848): A vote on an amendment
by Senator Paul Gazelka (Nisswa) that would have
removed an increase in the tax rate on commercial
property contained in the bill. Ironically, while the bill
would have raised taxes on business property through
that provision, it also would have reduced the state
general tax on business property by $51 million dollars.
A “YES” vote supports the NFIB position. The
amendment failed 31-35 but the tax rate increase on
business property never occurred. (2015)

2015 House Transportation Bill (HF4): Final
passage vote on the House transportation bill that
spends approximately $7 billion over the next 10 years
to meet transportation needs without raising the gas
tax or sales taxes. A “YES” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 73-59, failed in confer-
ence committee. (2015)

2015 Senate Transportation Bill (HF4): Final
passage vote on the controversial Senate transporta-
tion bill that would have raised gas and sales taxes by
approximately $11 billion dollars over 10 years. Most
controversial was a provision that would have extended
the sales tax to gas at the wholesale level, significantly
raising the price at the pump despite the low gas
prices at the time. A “NO” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the Senate 36-27, failed in confer-
ence committee. (2015)

House Employment Economic Develop-
ment and Energy Bill (HF843): Final passage
vote on a bill that contained many positive provisions
for employers, including a provision that would have
pre-empted local units of government from imposing
new higher minimum wages or other mandated ben-
efits, and would have enacted a desperately needed
lower minimum wage for tipped employees, and many
other positive changes. A “YES” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the House 73-56, failed in
conference committee. (2015)

Health Insurance/Stop-Loss Coverage
(HF294): Final passage vote on legislation making

it easier for small employers to self-insure for health
insurance through the use of stop-loss policies. A
“YES” vote supports the NFIB position. Passed
the House 91-38; the Senate did not act on this legis-
lation. (2015)

Workers’ Compensation Reform Legisla-
tion (HF2193): Final passage vote in both houses on
legislation that reduced healthcare costs for inpatient
treatments within the Workers’ Compensation system.
The legislation also gave the commissioner of Labor
and Industry the authority to make the same changes
for outpatient treatments and procedures. A “YES”
vote supports the NFIB position. Passed the
Senate 60-0; passed the House 126-1; signed into
law by Governor Dayton. (2015)

Continuation of Claim/Senator Jensen
Amendment (SF1374): An amendment by Senator
Vicki Jensen (Owatonna) to remove a provision that
would allow pain and suffering claims to be added

to wrongful death claims. Under current law, the
deceased cannot collect pain and suffering awards,
which can be large. A “YES” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the Senate 34-32; the House
did not act on this legislation. (2015)
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Paid Family Leave Mandate (HF3931): Final
passage vote on the first 2016 Senate tax bill that con-
tained a controversial new paid family leave mandate
and a potentially large tax increase on many employers
and employees to pay for it. Small businesses with

21 or fewer employees were completely exempted. A
“NO” vote supports the NFIB position. Passed
the Senate 37-30; was not voted on in the House. (2016)

Unemployment Insurance Tax Credit
(SF2891): Final vote in both houses on legislation
that provided employers a one-time $258 million dollar
unemployment insurance tax credit. Most businesses
will receive a 27 to 29 percent reduction from what
they paid in 2015, assuming there are no changes in
payroll. A “YES” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed the Senate 60-0; passed the House 129-1;
signed into law by Governor Dayton. (2016)

1.

12.

Lawsuit Abuse of Public Accommoda-
tion Law/Smith Amendment (HF2955): An
amendment by Rep. Dennis Smith (Maple Grove) that
strengthened a bill to protect small businesses from
public accommodation/ADA-type lawsuits. The Smith
amendment would have provided a small business
the right to cure the problem with the building or the
accommodations before it could be sued by a person
with a disability. A “YES” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 74-52. (2016)

2016 Tax Bill (HF848): Final vote in both houses
on the compromise 2016 tax bill that significantly
reduced business property taxes for smaller busi-
nesses. The legislation provided a $700 to $900
property tax reduction for most businesses and overall
provided $544 million in various tax relief provisions to
tax payers. A “YES” vote supports the NFIB posi-
tion. Passed the Senate 55-12; passed the House
123-10; vetoed by Governor Dayton.

VOTING KEY
Y

= Voted Yes % = Percentage of Votes Favorable to NFIB Position
N = Voted No N/A = Not Enough Votes to Score (5 Required)
* = Did Not Vote
I SENATE VOTING RECORD

ISSUE NUMBER 2 4 7 8 9 10 12 %
NFIB POSITION Y N Y Y N Y Y 100%
Abeler, Jim (Anoka) * * * * N Y Y N/A
Anderson, Bruce (Buffalo) Y * Y Y N Y N 83%
Bakk, Tom (Cook) N Y * N Y Y Y 33%
Benson, Michelle (Ham Lake) Y N Y Y N Y N 86%
Bonoff, Terri (Minnetonka) Y Y Y Y N * Y 83%
Brown, David (Becker) Y * Y Y N Y N 83%
Carlson, Jim (Eagan) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Chamberlain, Roger (Lino Lakes) Y N Y Y N Y N 86%
Champion, Bobby (Mpls) * Y Y N Y Y Y 50%
Clausen, Greg (Apple Valley) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Cohen, Richard (St. Paul) N Y * N Y Y Y 33%
Dahle, Kevin (Northfield) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Dahms, Gary (Redwood Falls) Y * Y Y N Y Y 100%
Dibble, Scott (Mpls) N Y N Y Y Y 43%
Dziedzic, Kari (Mpls) N Y N Y Y Y 43%
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ISSUE NUMBER
NFIB POSITION

Eaton, Chris (Brooklyn Center)
Eken, Kent (Twin Valley)
Fischbach, Michelle (Paynesville)
Franzen, Melisa (Edina)

Gazelka, Paul (Nisswa)

Goodwin, Barb (Columbia Heights)

Hall, Dan (Burnsville)

Hann, David (Eden Prairie)
Hawj, Foung (St. Paul)

Hayden, Jeff (Mpls)

Hoffman, John (Champlin)
Housley, Karin (St. Marys Point)
Ingebrigtsen, Bill (Alexandria)
Jensen, Vicki (Owatonna)
Johnson, Alice (Spring Lake Park)
Kent, Susan (Woodbury)
Kiffmeyer, Mary (Big Lake)
Koenen, Lyle (Clara City)

Latz, Ron (St. Louis Park)
Limmer, Warren (Maple Grove)
Lourey, Tony (Kerrick)

Marty, John (Roseville)

Metzen, James (South St. Paul)
Miller, Jeremy (Winona)

Nelson, Carla (Rochester)
Newman, Scott (Hutchinson)
Nienow, Sean (Cambridge)
Ortman, Julianne (Chanhassen)
Osmek, David (Mound)
Pappas, Sandra (St. Paul)
Pederson, John (St. Cloud)
Petersen, Branden (Andover)
Pratt, Eric (Prior Lake)

Reinert, Roger (Duluth)

Rest, Ann (New Hope)

Rosen, Julie (Fairmont)

Ruud, Carrie (Breezy Point)
Saxhaug, Tom (Grand Rapids)

Scalze, Bev (Little Canada)

NFIB | MIKE HICKEY, NFIB/MINNESOTA STATE DIRECTOR | 651-293-1283 | WWW.NFIB.COM/MN |y @NFIB

< N

Z Z < <X Z Z < < < Z < < < < <<z zZzZ<zZZ<Z3zZ<<<2zZzZ3zZ<<2zZ<<<zZzZ

Z

z < z < <

*

<~ <X Zz2 Z2 <X X zZz zZz2 Zz2 < zZz zZz Zz zZz2 Z2 Z <X <X <X Z2Z <X X< 2z << << <<z z z << << zZ

< < < < =<~

< < <X <X <X <X <X < < < < < < < < < >»x

< < < <

*

< < < < < < < < < =< <

< ®

. < Z2 Z <X Z <X X X <X Zz2 Z Z2 <X <X zZz < z z Zz Zz

< < Z <X zZ Z < Z < Z < < <Z < < < Z

2 ©

z < Zz2 zZz Zz Z2 Z Z2Z <X X <X Z <X XX zZz2 << << Zz 2z ZzZ < X< <<z z < z <z <<

*

<~ < z zZ < < zZ

< < < < < < x < < < < =

< < < < < < < < < < x

*

< < < x < < <=

< < =< <

<

< <X Z Z Z < < < < < < << <Z << << <<<<2zZzZ<<<=<=<=< =

*

<~ < < < < < zZ

%
100%
43%
43%
86%
57%
100%
50%
86%
86%
43%
43%
57%
100%
100%
83%
57%
43%
86%
43%
43%
100%
50%
43%
40%
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100%
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57%
57%



ISSUE NUMBER 2 4 7 8 9 10 12 %
NFIB POSITION Y N Y Y N Y Y 100%
Schmit, Matt (Red Wing) N Y Y Y Y Y Y 57%
Senjem, David (Rochester) Y N Y Y N Y Y 100%
Sheran, Kathy (Mankato) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Sieben, Katie (Newport) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Skoe, Rod (Clearbrook) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Sparks, Dan (Austin) N N Y Y Y Y Y 71%
Stumpf, LeRoy (Plummer) N Y Y Y Y Y Y 57%
Thompson, Dave (Lakeville) Y N Y Y N Y N 86%
Tomassoni, David (Chisholm) N Y Y Y Y Y Y 57%
Torres Ray, Patricia (Mpls) N Y Y N Y Y Y 43%
Weber, Bill (Luverne) Y N Y Y N Y Y 100%
Westrom, Torrey (Elbow Lake) Y N * N N Y Y 83%
Wiger, Charles (Maplewood) N Y N Y Y Y 43%
Wiklund, Melissa (Bloomington) N Y Y Y Y Y 57%
) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD
ISSUE NUMBER 1 3 5 6 7 10 11 12 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Albright, Tony (Prior Lake) * Y Y * Y Y Y Y 100%
Allen, Susan (Mpls) N N N N * Y N Y 29%
Anderson, Chad (Bloomington) * * * * * Y Y Y N/A
Anderson, Mark (Lake Shore) Y Y Y * Y Y Y Y 100%
Anderson, Paul (Starbuck) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Anderson, Sarah (Plymouth) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N 88%
Anzelc, Tom (Balsam Twp) N N N N Y Y N Y 38%
Applebaum, Jon (Minnetonka) N N N Y Y Y N Y 50%
Atkins, Joe (Inver Grove Heights) N N * Y Y Y N Y 57%
Backer, Jeff (Browns Valley) Y Y Y Y Y * Y Y 100%
Baker, Dave (Willmar) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Barrett, Bob (Lindstrom) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Bennett, Peggy (Albert Lea) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Bernardy, Connie (Fridley) N N N N Y Y N Y 38%
Bly, David (Northfield) N N N N Y Y N Y 38%
Carlson Sr., Lyndon (Crystal) N N N Y Y Y N Y 50%
Christensen, Drew (Burnsville) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Clark, Karen (Mpls) N N N N Y * N Y 29%
Considine Jr., John (Mankato) N N N Y Y Y N Y 50%
Cornish, Tony (Vernon Center) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
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ISSUE NUMBER
NFIB POSITION

Daniels, Brian (Faribault)

Daudt, Kurt (Crown)

Davids, Greg (Preston)

Davnie, Jim (Mpls)

Dean, Matt (Dellwood)

Dehn, Raymond (Mpls)

Dettmer, Bob (Forest Lake)

Dill, David (Crane Lake)
Drazkowski, Steve (Mazeppa)
Ecklund, Robert (International Falls)
Erhardt, Ron (Edina)

Erickson, Sondra (Princeton)
Fabian, Dan (Roseau)

Fenton, Kelly (Woodbury)
Fischer, Peter (Maplewood)
Flanagan, Peggy (St. Louis Park)
Franson, Mary (Alexandria)
Freiberg, Mike (Golden Valley)
Garofalo, Pat (Farmington)
Green, Steve (Fosston)
Gruenhagen, Glenn (Glencoe)
Gunther, Bob (Fairmont)
Hackbarth, Tom (Cedar)
Halverson, Laurie (Eagan)
Hamilton, Rod (Mountain Lakes)
Hancock, Dave (Bemidiji)
Hansen, Rick (So. St. Paul)
Hausman, Alice (St. Paul)
Heintzeman, Josh (Nisswa)
Hertaus, Jerry (Greenfield)
Hilstrom, Debra (Brooklyn Center)
Hoppe, Joe (Chaska)

Hornstein, Frank (Mpls)
Hortman, Melissa (Brooklyn Park)
Howe, Jeff (Rockville)

Isaacson, Jason (Shoreview)
Johnson, Brian (Cambridge)
Johnson, Clark (North Mankato)
Johnson, Sheldon (St. Paul)
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ISSUE NUMBER
NFIB POSITION

Kahn, Phyllis (Mpls)

Kelly, Tim (Red Wing)
Kiel, Debra (Crookston)
Knoblach, Jim (St. Cloud)
Koznick, Jon (Lakeville)

Kresha, Ron (Little Falls)

Laine, Carolyn (Columbia Heights)

Lenczewski, Ann (Bloomington)
Lesch, John (St. Paul)
Liebling, Tina (Rochester)
Lien, Ben (Moorhead)

Lillie, Leon (North St. Paul)
Loeffler, Diane (Mpls)
Lohmer, Kathy (Stillwater)
Loon, Jenifer (Eden Prairie)
Loonan, Bob (Shakopee)
Lucero, Eric (Dayton)

Lueck, Dale (Aitkin)

Mack, Tara (Apple Valley)
Mahoney, Tim (St. Paul)
Mariani, Carlos (St. Paul)
Marquart, Paul (Dilworth)
Masin, Sandra (Eagan)
McDonald, Joe (Delano)
McNamara, Denny (Hastings)
Melin, Carly (Hibbing)

Metsa, Jason (Virginia)

Miller, Tim (Prinsburg)

Moran, Rena (St. Paul)
Mullery, Joe (Mpls)

Murphy, Erin (St. Paul)
Murphy, Mary (Hermantown)
Nash, Jim (Waconia)

Nelson, Michael (Brooklyn Park)
Newberger, Jim (Becker)
Newton, Jerry (Coon Rapids)
Nornes, Bud (Fergus Falls)
Norton, Kim (Rochester)

O'Driscoll, Tim (Sartell)
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ISSUE NUMBER
NFIB POSITION

O'Neill, Marion (Buffalo)
Pelowski Jr., Gene (Winona)
Peppin, Joyce (Rogers)
Persell, John (Bemidj)
Petersburg, John (Waseca)
Peterson, Roz (Lakeville)
Pierson, Nels (Rochester)
Pinto, Dave (St. Paul)
Poppe, Jeanne (Austin)
Pugh, Cindy (Chanhassen)
Quam, Duane (Byron)
Rarick, Jason (Pine City)
Rosenthal, Paul (Edina)
Runbeck, Linda (Circle Pines)
Sanders, Tim (Blaine)
Schoen, Dan (St. Paul Park)
Schomacker, Joe (Luverne)
Schultz, Jennifer (Duluth)
Scott, Peggy (Andover)
Selcer, Yvonne (Minnetonka)
Simonson, Erik (Duluth)
Slocum, Linda (Richfield)
Smith, Dennis (Maple Grove)
Sundin, Mike (Esko)
Swedzinski, Chris (Ghent)
Theis, Tama (St. Cloud)
Thissen, Paul (Mpls)
Torkelson, Paul (Hanska)
Uglem, Mark (Champlin)
Urdahl, Dean (Grove City)
Vogel, Bob (Elko New Market)
Wagenius, Jean (Mpls)
Ward, JoAnn (Woodbury)
Whelan, Abigail (Anoka)
Wills, Anna (Apple Valley)
Winkler, Ryan (Golden Valley)
Yarusso, Barb (Shoreview)
Youakim, Cheryl (Hopkins)
Zerwas, Nick (Elk River)
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