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Drought Intensity and Extent:
○ D4 Exceptional Drought: No 

areas classified
○ D3 Extreme Drought: Affecting 

areas of Middle Tennessee and 
the Cumberland Plateau

○ D2 Severe Drought: Affecting 
large portions of Middle 
Tennessee

○ D1 Moderate Drought: 
Affecting most remaining areas 
of Middle Tennessee

○ D0 Abnormally Dry: A tiny 
portion of Pickett County

Drought Information Statements are issued  
when D2 - Severe Drought or higher is 

present across Middle Tennessee.

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Middle Tennessee

U.S Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfoohx_trd.png
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Drought Intensity and Extent:
○ D4 Exceptional Drought: No areas 

classified
○ D3 Extreme Drought: Affecting a 

portion of Middle Tennessee, the 
Cumberland Plateau, and the 
Tennessee River Valley

○ D2 Severe Drought: Affecting large 
portions of Middle and East 
Tennessee. A small sliver of West 
Tennessee is impacted as well

○ D1 Moderate Drought: Portions of 
West Tennessee, and most of the 
remaining portions of Middle and East 
Tennessee

○ D0 Abnormally Dry: Affecting areas 
of West and Northeast Tennessee

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Tennessee

U.S Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_tn_trd.png
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One Week Drought Monitor Class 
Change

○ Drought Worsened: Degradation 
occurred across large portions of 
Middle and East Tennessee once 
again this week

○ No Change: A large portion of the 
state had the drought status 
maintained

○ Drought Improved: Portions of 
West Tennessee, and a small part of 
Middle Tennessee close to the 
Tennessee River saw improved 
drought conditions

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 1-week change map for Tennessee

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_tn_chng_1W.png
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● The southwest portions 
of the mid-state have 
received between 4.0 
and 10.0 inches of 
precipitation over the 
last 30 days, with the 
rest of the mid-state 
receiving 1.0 to 2.0 
inches.

● Most of Middle 
Tennessee along and 
east of I-65 have 
received about 25-50% 
of normal precipitation. 
The southwest portions 
have received 100-200% 
of normal precipitation 
over the last 30 days.

Precipitation
Over the past 30 days from the High Plains Regional Climate Center

https://hprcc.unl.edu/
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows are normal to below normal across Middle Tennessee.

Agricultural Impacts
● Lack of moisture this season has seriously impacted crop yields and livestock management. Reports of 

Fields used for hay are providing marginal feed at best and some farmers have chosen to chop corn fields 
for cattle. Water sources for cattle are drying up. Corn and soybean harvests continue. Cotton and 
Tobacco showing signs of stress.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Some counties/cities have implemented burn bans as a result of the ongoing dryness. A few small fires 

have been observed.

Other Impacts
● There are no known impacts at this time

Mitigation actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information. Some communities 

have implemented water restrictions and drought plans.

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Main Takeaways:
● The west half of 

Tennessee is seeing 
normal to above normal 
streamflows (between 
the 25th and 90th 
percentile)

● The east half is 
experiencing below 
normal (10th to 24th 
percentile) or much 
below normal (less 
than 10th percentile) 
streamflows.

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts
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Agricultural Impacts

Main Takeaways:
● Soil moisture has been 

decreasing due to the 
lack of rainfall across 
Middle Tennessee

● Most of the mid-state 
is in the 5th to 20th 
percentile, with a good 
portion in the 1st to 
5th percentile
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Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

Next 7 Days: 

● Widespread beneficial rainfall is 
expected over the next 7 days due 
to the remnants of Hurricane 
Helene

● All of middle Tennessee is likely to 
receive at least 3 inches of rain

● Some locations may receive as 
much as 4 to 6 inches of rain
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8-14 Day Outlook
Temperature and Precipitation Outlook

Main Takeaways:
● There is a 33 to 40 percent 

chance of Above Normal 
Temperatures in the 
October 3 to October 9 
time period

● There is a 33 to 50 percent 
chance of Below Normal 
Precipitation in the October 
3 to October 9 time period
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Seasonal Outlook
Seasonal Temperature and Precipitation Outlook

Main Takeaways:
● There is a higher 

probability (33-50% 
chance) for above normal 
temperatures during 
Oct-Nov-Dec for Middle
Tennessee

● There are equal chances 
for above, below, or 
normal precipitation 
during Oct-Nov-Dec for 
Middle Tennessee
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Main Takeaways:

● Drought conditions are 
expected to persist  
across most of Middle 
Tennessee in the 
short-term (through 
this Fall)

● However, drought is 
expected to gradually 
improve later this fall 
and through the winter 
months

Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1697735709141656&usg=AOvVaw3_dbu-Fb4gq5CfsSgBBrXM

