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Interview with Peter Rippon Reed Smith Meeting 21 November 2012
1 I don't know what motivated me to ask him that question, | 1 that we are planning to put on air, so I think we look
2 Q. Right. Let's assume, as you say, that you did ask him 2 at it in a different context.
3 the question. His answer is the long email we've just 3 Q. Were you aware, at any stage, of an email to Newsnight
4 looked at. 1 find slightly hard to detect what the 4 from somebody called Susan Thompson?
5 answer to the question is, from his email. You sent an 5 A. Not thatI can recall.
6 email back saying, "Thanks, useful”. 1 don't know 6 Q. Goto 168, please. Thisis 10 Februqry and this is an
7 whether you really did find it useful, but can you help 7 email from somebody called Susan Thompson to
8 me to interpret Jones's answer to the question you 8 Newsnight Internet. Can you help mé with that email?
9 apparently asked? 9 A, That's -- yes, it's a public -- it's an zemail address
10 A. Idon't quite know what you are driving at. 10 that people who want to email Newénight collectively can
It MR POLLARD: Isn't the inference -- I might be wrong on 11 email. Anna Bolton is my PA who monitors material that
12 this -~ that you asked him who he thought had leaked, 12 is sent to that address and forwards! it to people whom
13 with a pretty strong background view that it was 13 she thinks it is appropriate to forwafrd them to.
14 probably him, and this is his attempt to say in 14 Q. Do you remember if it was forwardeid to you,
IS a slightly obscure way, "It wasn't me, and here's a few 15 Susan Thompson? We can see Anna Bolton sends it to
16 sort of suspects and lines". And you passed the message 16 Meirion Jones, at the top of the page, on 13 February.
17 on to Steve Mitchell, both of you with tongues firmly in 17 And you can see, if you go over the page to 169,
18 cheek? 18 that Meirion Jones follows it up.
19 A, Yes. I couldn't put it better myself, 19 A, Okay.
20 MR MACLEAN: Right, In fact at 136, you didn't just copy to |20 Q. Do you see? _
21 Steve Mitchell Mr Jones's response about Goslett, which 21 A, Yes, :
22 runs from 136, 137 to 138, but also in fact included in 22 Q. Then if you go to 187, you can see tﬁat Meirion Jones
23 that email chain, if you go to 138, is Mr Jones's answer 23 and Mark Williams-Thomas are still i lp contact, one with
24 to your question which includes -- the one we looked at 24 the other. Do you see? %
25 earlier, with the two paragraphs, the second paragraph 25 A, Yes. E
Page 45 Page 47 |
1 being about- 1 Q. And in fact Meirion Jones tells us ihat he passed the
2 So, albeit at the end of this email chain, 2 Susan Thompson information along to
3 Steve Mitchell had -- as he had been sufficiently keen 3 Mark Williams-Thomas?
4 to find it, he actually had also from you the story, or 4 A. Okay, I was not aware of that. .
5 the fact that, "We found another victim,-who 5 Q. Does that strike you as sensible, appropnate
6 hadn't been to the police"? 6 inappropriate, odd?
7 A. Yes. 7 A. I mean, well I mean if he felt that we were no longer
8 Q. You see that? 8 doing the story, then if he's helplng out a colleague
9 A. Yes. 9 then I don't think there is a particular issue with
10 Q. But it appears from the documents, but also from whathe |10 that. But, I'm surprised that he -- it wasn't raised
11 told us, that Steve Mitchell hadn't clocked that at the 11 with me,
12 time. 12 Q. Ithink Susan Thompson eventually features in the ITV
13 A. In the same way that I didn't (inaudible). 13 documentary. Are you aware of that?
14 Q. My question for you is: maybe you didn't really register 14 A. Tam now, yes.
15 you were sending him that information with this email 15 Q. So there wasn't any discussion in Newsnight about, "Oh,
16 which just happened to be at the end of a chain, but did 16 Peter, somebody else has come forward... "
17 you have any discussion with Steve Mitchell? Presumably {17 A. No.
18 not, because you hadn't really clocked that second 18 Q. "... Perhaps we can have another look at the
19 paragraph. 19 Jimmy Savile business"?
20 A, That's correct. 20 A, No.
21 Q. Isthat right? So we now can see, looking back on it, 21 MR POLLARD: Can I just ask, I'm not sure whether you
22 that here it is, but it didn't focus at the time? 22 answered the questlon, did you see that Susan Thompson
23 A, No. I mean, I suppose I have said it before, but 23 email?
24 because this is -- this is about how to respond to 24 A, Ican't recall seeing it, no.
25 a press enquiry, it's not about a piece of journalism 25 MR MACLEAN: Do you remember that there was a --
Page 46 Page 48
12 (Pages 45 to 48)
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