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head of time. It was noticed that this strange thing had been occurring every day latterly. 

And now, as usual of late, he hung about the gate of the schoolyard instead of playing 

with his comrades. He was sick, he said, and he looked it. He tried to seem t

everywhere but whither he really was looking

hove in sight, and Tom’s face lighted; he gazed a moment, and then turned sorrowfully 

away. When Jeff arrived, Tom accosted him; and 

remark about Becky, but the giddy lad never could see the bait. Tom watched and 

watched, hoping whenever a frisking frock came in sight, and hating the owner of it as 

soon as he saw she was not the right one. At last frocks ceased to appear, and

hopelessly into the dumps; he entered the empty schoolhouse and sat down to suffer. 

Then one more frock passed in at the gate, and Tom

instant he was out, and “

jumping over the fence at risk of life and limb, throwing handsprings, standing on his 

head—doing all the heroic things he could conceive of, and keeping a furtive eye out, all 

the while, to see if Becky Thatcher was noticing. But she seemed to

all; she never looked. Could it be possible that she was not aware that he was there? He 

carried his exploits to her immediate vicinity; came war
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

American youth. Mark Twain

in St. Petersburg, Missouri, where Tom Sawyer and his friend Huckleberr

kinds of adventures many boys can imagine: racing bugs during class, impressing girls, 

with fights and stunts in the schoolyard, getting lost in a cave, and playing pirates on the 
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head of time. It was noticed that this strange thing had been occurring every day latterly. 

And now, as usual of late, he hung about the gate of the schoolyard instead of playing 

with his comrades. He was sick, he said, and he looked it. He tried to seem to be looking 

everywhere but whither he really was looking—down the road. Presently Jeff Thatcher 

s face lighted; he gazed a moment, and then turned sorrowfully 

away. When Jeff arrived, Tom accosted him; and “led up” warily to opportunities for 

remark about Becky, but the giddy lad never could see the bait. Tom watched and 

watched, hoping whenever a frisking frock came in sight, and hating the owner of it as 

soon as he saw she was not the right one. At last frocks ceased to appear, and he dropped 

hopelessly into the dumps; he entered the empty schoolhouse and sat down to suffer. 

Then one more frock passed in at the gate, and Tom’s heart gave a great bound. The next 

“going on” like an Indian; yelling, laughing, chasing boys, 

jumping over the fence at risk of life and limb, throwing handsprings, standing on his 

doing all the heroic things he could conceive of, and keeping a furtive eye out, all 

the while, to see if Becky Thatcher was noticing. But she seemed to be unconscious of it 

all; she never looked. Could it be possible that she was not aware that he was there? He 

carried his exploits to her immediate vicinity; came war-whooping around, snatched 
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) is a very well-known and popular story concerning 

American youth. Mark Twain’s lively tale of the scrapes and adventures of boyhood is set 

in St. Petersburg, Missouri, where Tom Sawyer and his friend Huckleberry Finn have the 

kinds of adventures many boys can imagine: racing bugs during class, impressing girls, 

with fights and stunts in the schoolyard, getting lost in a cave, and playing pirates on the 

Mississippi river. (Wikipedia) 
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pseudonym of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, was an 

American author and humorist. Twain is most noted for his novels Adventures of 

, which has since been called the Great American Novel, and The 

Twain enjoyed immense public popularity, and his keen 

wit and incisive satire earned him praise from both critics and peers. Upon his 

greatest American humorist of his age,” and William 

father of American literature”. (Wikipedia) 
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And now, as usual of late, he hung about the gate of the schoolyard instead of playing 

o be looking 

down the road. Presently Jeff Thatcher 

s face lighted; he gazed a moment, and then turned sorrowfully 
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watched, hoping whenever a frisking frock came in sight, and hating the owner of it as 

he dropped 

hopelessly into the dumps; he entered the empty schoolhouse and sat down to suffer. 

s heart gave a great bound. The next 

jumping over the fence at risk of life and limb, throwing handsprings, standing on his 

doing all the heroic things he could conceive of, and keeping a furtive eye out, all 

be unconscious of it 

all; she never looked. Could it be possible that she was not aware that he was there? He 
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