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Int'l conf. calls for sanctions on Israel to change
intransigent policies



KUNA

An UN-sponsored conference warned Monday that the continuation of Israeli
intransigent policies and expansion of settlements could lead to the end of the
peace process and it urged the international community to pressure Israel to
change course.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon in his message to the meeting in Brussels,
expressed "serious concern over the new level of Jewish settler violence against
Palestinians ".He noted that "the continuing policy of settlement activity and
impunity related to settler activities are the root cause of the escalating violence
in occupied Palestinian territories ".His message was read by Rima Khalaf, United
Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.

The UN chief said "the situation on the ground continues to be worrisome. One
year since last summer's ruinous Gaza conflict, security and hope in both the
occupied West Bank and Gaza remain at a low point ".He said he will continue to
work with all parties to encourage a return to peace negotiations, which must
include a discussion of the issue of Israeli settlements under a final status accord.
"I am heartened by the commitment of Arab leaders to uphold the Arab Peace
Initiative, and | encourage the Quartet, the League of Arab States, the
Organization for Islamic Cooperation and all regional and international
stakeholders to play a more active, supportive role in fostering an enduring peace,
" added Ban Ki-Moon in is message.

The UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People (CEIRPP), in cooperation with the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and
the League of Arab States, has organised a 2-day international meeting on the
Question of Palestine in Brussels on Monday and Tuesday The theme of the two-
day conference is "Israeli settlements as an obstacle to peace - possible ways
forward."

In his keynote address, Riad Malki, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the State of
Palestine, said despite consistent universal condemnation of the settlement
regime, "Israel continues to push ahead with this criminal enterprise ".He warned
that "if the international community continues to fail to take practical steps to put



an end to the settlement regime, the climate of complete impunity will prevail,
presenting serious and imminent threat to any hopes in achieving a peaceful

solution” ".It will also have devastating consequences to international peace and
security as a whole and will undermine the credibility of international law and
with the whole international system," he stressed.

He noted that the EU is in a strategic position to make an effective impact in this
regard, given its special trade and cooperation relation with Israel.

"Israel must be made to understand that it cannot continue to make a profit off
the oppression of the Palestinian people, the illegal exploitation of their natural
resources," he said.

Chairman of Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People Fode Seck said "from the standpoint of the international
community, and of international law, the situation is quite clear: Israeli

"

.On this issue the
Security Council spoke with one voice when in 1980 it passed Resolution 465 by

settlements on occupied Palestinian territory are illega

votes of all of its members, including all five Permanent Members," he said.
Samir Bakr Diab, Assistant Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, said "Israel as the occupying power has done everything to bring
down the peace process ".He warned of the Israel attempts of Judaisation of East
Jerusalem and the violation of Muslims and Christian sites as well as the Al Agsa
mosque.

Diab called on international community to put pressure on Israel including
boycott to bring an end to Israeli settlement activities, blockade on Gaza and
violation of international law.

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, Assistant Secretary General of the Arab league, said "our
meeting is being held today in dangerous times in view of Israel's intransigent and
continued refusal to stop Israeli settlements ".The ambassador of Saudi Arabia to
the EU, Abdurrahman bin Sulaiman al Ahmed called on the international
community "to relinquish selectivity and double standards that are contrary to
the international law and to oppose settlements' decisions issued by the Israeli
government and work hard to pressure Israel to comply with the international
law ".Ankan Banerjee, counsellor at the Indian embassy in Brussels, underlined
India's steadfast support and continuing commitment to Palestine.



"India reaffirms its support for the Palestinian cause and expressed solidarity with
the Palestinian people for their struggle for a sovereign, independent viable and a
united state of Palestine," he stressed.

Participants in the two-day meeting include international experts, and
representatives of the diplomatic community, civil society and academia.

International meeting on Palestine Question to convene in
Brussels

PETRA

An international meeting on the Palestinian cause will be held next week in
Brussels under the theme "Israeli settlements as an obstacle to peace- possible
ways forward", the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People said.

The conference will be organized by the Committee in cooperation with the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the League of Arab States on 7 and 8
September. United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of
the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Rima Khalaf's will
address the opening session next Monday on behalf of the UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, Chair of the UN Palestinian Rights Committee Fodé Seck, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine Riad Malki and Assistant Secretary-
General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Samir Bakr Diab in addition to
high-level representatives of the Arab League and others.

During the 2-day conference a number of international, European, Palestinian and
Israeli speakers will discuss the impact of settlements as well as the role of the
international community, including regional organizations, national and regional
institutions, European Union guidelines on import and labelling of goods
produced in Israeli settlements and action by parliamentarians, civil society and
local authorities. The Chairperson of the UN Human Rights Council’s Fact-finding
mission on Israeli settlements, Christine Chanet, and Hugh Lovatt of the European



Council on Foreign Relations in addition to Lotte Leicht of Human Rights Watch
will also participate in the gathering .



