Regional Consultation on International Migration in the Arab Region
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ESCWA, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the League of Arab States (LAS)
have joined hands to organize the Regional Consultation on International Migration in the Arab
Region on 26-27 September 2017 at the UN House, Riad el-Solh Square, Beirut.
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KUNA: Official wants further convergence between Labor-exporting, importing
countries

A AT

BEIRUT, Sept 26 (KUMNA) — A Kuwaiti senior official on Tuesday emphasized the significance of the Abu Dhabi
Dialogue mechanism for further convergence and stronger partnership between the labor exporting and
importing nations.
Addressing a regional consultation meeting on international migration in the Arab region, Assistant Foreign
Minister for International Organizations Nasser Al-Hayyen called for developing mechanisms for enabling the
Arab countries to enhance the necessary arrangements for securing the human rights of migrant labor, and fair
recognition of their skills and qualifications through providing them with a safe environment.

Leading the Kuwaiti delegation to the event held in Beirut, Al-Hayyen voiced his country's pride of being a
member in the Abu Dhabi Dialogue. The Kuwaiti senior diplomat today presided over a session on "proper work
and the movement of manpower.” The consultation meeting was organized by the UN Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in cooperation with the Arab League and the International Organization
for Migration (IOM) as part of the preparations for the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration
(GCM) to be concluded in 2018.

Established in 2008, the Abu Dhabi Dialogue launched a collaborative approach to address development in
temporary labor mobility in Asia. It was initiated to broaden the base for common understanding of issues and to
influence practices and policies in the area of contractual labor for the region. (end) wsa.mm.msa



(India Blooms): World has 'every interest' in better managed migration — senior
UN official

New York, Sept 29(Just Earth News): The world has every interest in managing migration better,
given the expanding global population and the huge increase in people on the move.

This message was underlined by Louise Arbour, the United Nations Special Representative for
International Migration, who was in Beirut, Lebanon, to address pressing issues related to the
movement of people in the Arab region.

Experts gathered midweek at the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) to identify ways of supporting the most vulnerable migrants.

This information will feed into a new compact for migration to improve the situation of millions
who have chosen — or felt forced — to leave their homes.

“We know there are a lot of differences around the world but when you see such striking
differences even within a region it brings home the idea that the compact is going to have to be
very smart to have appeal and to be implementable,” Arbour underlined.

As the world continues to experience unprecedented waves of migration, United Nations experts
are highlighting the importance of regional solutions to ensure that people and societies can
benefit from this global phenomenon.

“Migration is a reality that crosses walls and barbed wire,” said Mohamed Ali Alhakim, the
Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

Speaking at its headquarters in Beirut, Lebanon at the opening of a two-day meeting on
international migration, Alhakim stressed that to manage this transboundary reality, “regional
and international cooperation must also cross borders.”

As one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations, ESCWA serves as a think tank
for its 18 Member States; it brings together experts who work at the regional level to tackle
global challenges, while still considering different national realities. Helping countries achieve
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has been at the heart of its focus.

“Is immigration not the oldest poverty reduction plan?” continued Mr Alhakim, noting that
remittances in the Arab region amount to more than $50 billion a year, more than four times the
official development assistance (ODA) received by Arab countries.

Alongside its partners such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM), ESCWA is
facilitating discussions on what should be prioritized for the Arab region in the Global Compact
for Migration. This agreement, the first of its kind, is expected to offer solutions to better manage
human mobility.



“The Arab region is particularly important because it's at the centre of much of the conflict, it's a
major labour migration area, and it's also an area that has sent a lot of people elsewhere in the
world particularly to Europe, many of whom encountered difficulties along the way,” explained
William Lacy Swing, the Director General of IOM.

In his address to the forum, he recalled that 3.5 per cent of the world population are international
migrants who produce 9 per cent of the world's global domestic product. That's reportedly 4 per
cent more than they would have produced if they had stayed at home.

Meanwhile, Louise Arbour, the UN Special Representative for International Migration,
highlighted how much of a challenge it will be for the global compact on migration to be
relevant to everyone; in the Arab region alone, countries have very different economic, social
and environmental profiles.

“We know there are a lot of differences around the world but when you see such striking
differences even within a region it brings home the idea that the compact is going to have to be
very smart to have appeal and to be implementable,” she underlined.

The next regional consultations on the global compact will be held in October in Addis Abba at
the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), and then in November in Bangkok at the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).



(MENAFN): Kuwait- Official wants further convergence between labor-
exporting, importing countries

MENAFN - Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)) BEIRUT, Sept 26 (KUNA) -- A Kuwaiti senior
official on Tuesday emphasized the significance of the Abu Dhabi Dialogue mechanism for
further convergence and stronger partnership between the labor exporting and importing nations.

Addressing a regional consultation meeting on international migration in the Arab region,
Assistant Foreign Minister for International Organizations Nasser Al-Hayyen called for
developing mechanisms for enabling the Arab countries to enhance the necessary arrangements
for securing the human rights of migrant labor, and fair recognition of their skills and
qualifications through providing them with a safe environment.

Leading the Kuwaiti delegation to the event held in Beirut, Al-Hayyen voiced his country's pride
of being a member in the Abu Dhabi Dialogue. The Kuwaiti senior diplomat today presided over
a session on "proper work and the movement of manpower." The consultation meeting was
organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in
cooperation with the Arab League and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) as
part of the preparations for the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM)
to be concluded in 2018.

Established in 2008, the Abu Dhabi Dialogue launched a collaborative approach to address
development in temporary labor mobility in Asia. It was initiated to broaden the base for
common understanding of issues and to influence practices and policies in the area of contractual
labor for the region.



(The Peninsula Qatar): Qatar supports ESCWA efforts on migration issues

Beirut: The State of Qatar stressed that the best preventive solution for the issue of refugees and
migrants is to uproot its causes in terms of conflicts, marginalisation, economic and social
weaknesses, and instability that all force people to leave their countries in search for better lives.

The remarks came during the State of Qatar’s address before the opening session of the regional
consultative meeting on international migration in the Arab region as part of preparation for the
international agreement on safe, organised and systematic migration, which was held at the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia’s (ESCWA) headquarters in
Beirut. The speech was given by the State of Qatar’s Ambassador to the Republic of Lebanon,
Ali bin Hamad Al Marri.

The Ambassador said the State of Qatar will continue to positively support the negotiations as
well as the efforts of ESCWA, the Arab League and International Organization for Migration
(IOM) in order to reach global consensus in this matter in favour of the international community.

Al Marri extended thanks and recognition for the joint efforts of ESCWA, the Arab League and
IOM to organise the meeting on the negotiations of New York Declaration for Refugees and
Migrants, which is ratified as a consensual resolution by the UN General Assembly in September
2016 at the level of heads of states and governments, which shows the importance of the
international agenda and its relation to the achievement of sustainable development in line with
the international agenda for development.

The Qatari Ambassador pointed to the Doha declaration issued by ESCWA’s ministerial session
in December 2016, which recommended that member states follow on the important articles
related to the achievement of development in the region, which Qatar supports as it chairs the
current ministerial session.

The wide movements of refugees and migrants has become a serious challenge to the region
because of the repercussions of conflicts and the threat to international peace and security, which
led millions of people to seek a better future to ensure their safety and the protection of their
families, Al Marri said.

“While we welcome the efforts of neighboring countries and Mediterranean countries to absorb
millions of migrants and refugees,” Al Marri said, “we note with concern the dangers facing
these victims, including exclusion, discrimination and the difficulty to adapt to their new
environment, especially as they arrive in an urgent and unorganized manner.”

The Ambassador added that this situation “called for the adoption of a global regulatory
instrument for such cases,” highlighting the extreme concern due to “their exploitation” by
illegal migration mobs.

Al Marri said that protecting human rights according to international law and humanitarian law
should be the cornerstone in handling this phenomenon, noting that international cooperation is
the best way for that. “We in the state of Qatar believe that non-citizen residents can play a role
in the development of their home countries.”

He said that more than two million residents in Qatar contribute to the development of their
home nations through financial transfers estimated by IOM at $12bn every year, while they have



a share in the development of the country through their contributions to the fields of education,
health and infrastructure.

Qatar’s ambassador to Lebanon added that such complementary relationship based on mutual
respect and the preservation of human rights can contribute to a positive view towards
expatriates and helping them to integrate into their environment the same way as citizens. He
noted that this complementary relationship requires political will, which the State of Qatar has
done under the wise leadership of Emir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and according
to its development plan stipulated in Qatar National Vision 2030.

Al Marri said that 2018 will be a quantitative leap in the international community’s
understanding of migration and refuge because it will be the time for adopting an international
instrument to regulate migration and another to the issue of refuge.



(UN News Centre): World has 'every interest' in better managed migration —
senior UN official

28 September 2017 — The world has every interest in managing migration better, given the
expanding global population and the huge increase in people on the move.

This message was underlined by Louise Arbour, the United Nations Special Representative for
International Migration, who was in Beirut, Lebanon, to address pressing issues related to the
movement of people in the Arab region.

Experts gathered midweek at the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) to identify ways of supporting the most vulnerable migrants.

This information will feed into a new compact for migration to improve the situation of millions
who have chosen — or felt forced — to leave their homes.

“We know there are a lot of differences around the world but when you see such striking
differences even within a region it brings home the idea that the compact is going to have to be
very smart to have appeal and to be implementable,” Ms. Arbour underlined.



