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e Partner Spotlight: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(SEforall)
e Arab CSOs Share Recommendations Ahead of Beijing Declaration Review (11SD)
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Synoos offers Arabic educational and entertainment programs for children on smartphones, tablets,

Algeria Synoos Studio mobile devices and social networks W 2yN00s COTT
Kotobna offers a self-publishing platform for aspiring writers. It also offers readers access to a wide
Egypt Kotobna www.kotobna.net
selection of e-books
IKitabak is a sockal network that allows users to swap their old books with new ones through a
Egvpt BadiKitabk e s ap : ‘ www_badlkitabk.com
| network of friends.
Play 3arabi is a game publisher offerin ular mobile games that are localized and culturized in
Jordan Play 3arabi A & 3 .o v : www .play3arabi.com
| | Arabic.
Masmoo3 produces and publishes Arabic audiobooks. They offer a digital library of Arabic
Jordan Masmoo3 WWw.masmoo3.com
audiobooks online and on mobile devices. D
Jordan Votek Votek is a software company that specialized in developing Arabic Speech Recognition software www.votek.me
Kuwait Sanad Sanad is an app for that enables users to find names of handymen in Kuwait www .sanad.com. kw
Anghami offers unlimited Arabic and International music streaming and downloads via web &
Lebanon Anghami X www.anghami.com
| | mobile apps
Lebanon Charbaka Charbaka is an arabic word game app www charbaka.com
Libya IStudy iStudy s an app for parents to monitor their children school activities www.istudy ly
Morocco Kezakoo Kezakoo is a website offering free Arabic and French educational content to students, www kezakoo.com
Oman Hemity Hemity is an Arabic interactive website for young adults, ages 14 - 17, to learn about business skiils. www.hemity.com
Palestine Keeflabs | Keeflabs is a "How To" Arabic website providing answers to questions in different fields www keeflabs com
Qatar Meddy Meddy is an online platform to assist people in finding doctors in their local area www.meddy.co
Saudi Arabia Abi Sayara Abi Sayara offers online car listings is Saudi Arabla. Available in Arabic and English www abisayara.com
Saudi Arabia B8ak B8ak is a smartphone app-based home maintenance service provider www.bBak.com
Sudan Jabanalab Jabanalab is 2 web design and deveiopment blog in Arabic jabanalab.com/blog
Sudan Sudaclass.com Free classified ads online in Arabic www.sudaclass.com
Syria Basmaty Basmaty is an Arabic cooking website www.basmaty.com
Syria Sfkat Sfkat provides an Arabic online marketplace http://damascus sfkat.com
nited Arab
:m:““ " Makooky Makooky is an Interactive, educational Arabic app for children www.makooky.com
United Arab ¢ 4
Enoleatios Eve Arabia Eve Arabia is an Arabic social news website covering issues concerning women www evearabia.com
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Partner Spotlight: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
SEforall
28 May 2019

In January 2019, Dr. Rola Dashti was appointed Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). In this interview, we ask Dr.
Dashti about her vision for ESCWA, its approach to Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG7),
and how ESCWA’s partnership with Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) supports its
mission.

What is ESCWA’s mission?

ESCWA is one of the five regional commissions created by the UN to fulfil the economic and
social goals set out in the UN Charter by promoting cooperation and integration between
countries in Western Asia.

Nowadays, ESCWA acts as a modern, agile, vigorous institution, embracing forward thinking
and adopting new technologies to implement its vision as an innovative catalyst for a just and
flourishing Arab region. ESCWA encourages regional integration, exchange of experience and
best practices and raise global awareness on the circumstances, challenges and needs of its
member countries.

ESCWA region covers 18 Arab countries: Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya,
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, the State of Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, the Syrian
Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

Our mission is to be a powerful unifying voice, trusted convener, effective policy adviser and
innovative knowledge generator for the region by partnering with our Members States and their
people. ESCWA’s objectives are guided by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

As a commission, we are active in many areas including economic and social development;
integration, gender and women issues; governance and conflict issues; sustainable management;
and development of natural resources.

As the new Executive Secretary of ESCWA, what do you hope to achieve?

ESCWA strives to achieve equitable prosperity and dignified lives to Member States and their
peoples.

ESCWA will maintain its support to members and its regional and international partners to foster
socio-economic cooperation, overcome the region’s many development challenges (including its
critical natural resource problems), benefit from the available opportunities to advance the
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implementation of the SDGs, support gender equality, and create a promising future for youth
and the upcoming generations.

The path to achieving the 2030 Agenda requires diligent work on combating poverty and
unemployment, preserving the middle class, empowering women and youth, sustainably
managing its water, land and energy resources, and supporting through development projects and
appropriate technology-use the creation of opportunities to youth.

How does ESCWA support SDG7?

Energy is the source of and a solution to many global and developmental problems, and it is the
golden thread that connects all the SDGs. To this end, ESCWA focuses on providing economic
and social policies, capacity building, technical advice, and leading research and reports to help
its members better track and achieve the SDG7 targets and related goals (e.g. 1, 5, 11, 12, 13).

ESCWA is also involved in other related activities, including fostering regional and country-
level exchange among water, agriculture and energy counterparts through the implementation of
a Regional Initiative on the Water-Energy-Food Nexus in the Arab Region in coordination with
the League of Arab States and other regional partners. Other related projects also include
promoting Renewable Energy Investments and Energy Efficiency for Climate Change Mitigation
and Sustainable Development and the implementation of a Regional Initiative for Promoting
Small-Scale Renewable Energy Applications in Rural Areas of the Arab Region.

Achieving SDG7 was also reviewed during the High-Level Political Forum 2018 whereby
ESCWA presented and shared the Arab region’s progress in achieving the set targets on
achieving sustainable energy and provided a snapshot of how far the Arab region is from
achieving affordable and clean energy, including challenges and priority actions. Another area
stressed during the forum was the “interlinkages between water, food and energy in the Arab
region” and the required local efforts to build capacity and achieve coherent policy resolutions.

ESCWA is also a member of UN Energy through which it collaborates with other UN agencies
in the field of energy. ESCWA is also involved in the multi-stakeholder SDG7 Technical
Advisory Group, which met in early 2019 and with which it will participate in the SDG7 Policy
Briefs in support of 2019 High-Level Political Forum and the SDG Summit in September 2019.
ESCWA also supports regional reporting on SDG?7 through its regional publication on Tracking
SDG7: The Energy Progress Report 2019 — Arab Region.

What do you see as the SDG7 priority areas in Western Asia to meet the 2030 targets?

As the Arab region depletes its energy savings, productive land and water resources, and pollutes
its air faster than any other region in the world, the business-as-usual scenario in the Arab region
is unsustainable in many cases.

SDG?7 identified priority areas for Western Asia in order to meet the 2030 targets include:
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Enhancing the quality and access to modern energy in the Arab region, especially inthe .1
least developed countries (Mauritania, Sudan, Yemen)

Tackling the widespread energy inefficiencies across all economic sectors of the region .2
through prioritizing policies, incentives, market structure and regulatory measures to
encourage improvement in energy efficiencies.

Increasing the share of renewable energy sources in the region’s energy mix by .3
overcoming the highly regulated utility markets and high subsidies on fossil fuel-based
products, technological barriers and commercial viability.

Other broader focus areas include developing, implementing and enforcing suitable, integrated
and proactive policies and institutional frameworks, buildinginstitutional capacity in monitoring
and data collection systems, strengthening local governance and communication, and developing
local manufacturing of clean energy technology components.

What role does ESCWA play in meeting these SDG7 regional targets?

Among the main challenges facing the region in achieving SDG7 targets are initiating proactive
policymaking, building institutional capacity, transparency and accountability, strengthening
information quality and raising public awareness.

ESCWA supports its member states in meeting the SDG7 regional targets through an integrated
lens by acting as a regional think tank, providing policy advice and platform for capacity
building, and transfer of knowledge based on research, science-policy interface, trainings and
dialogue.

ESCWA brings together regional and international expertise to enhance capacities of member
states, foster multi-stakeholder partnerships to achieve sustainable development and enhance
cooperation to facilitate the acceleration of sustainable energy access, clean energy research and
technology (including renewable energy and energy efficiency), cleaner fossil-fuel technology,
and promoting investments in clean energy infrastructure.

What does your partnership with SEforALL focus on?

ESCWA’s partnership with SEforALL focuses on promoting regional integration and sustainable
energy and economic development to accelerate the achievement of SDG7 in the Arab region.
Cooperation areas include promoting the use of renewable energy sources in the region, energy
efficiency, water-energy-food nexus and the SEforALL Middle East Hub, which is hosted by the
Islamic Development Bank. Other partnership activities include the SEforALL Forum, the High-
Level Political Forum, UNFCCC COP and the Future Energy Summit.
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Arab CSOs Share Recommendations Ahead of Beijing Declaration Review
1ISD
28 May 2019

May 2019: The Arab civil society regional consultative workshop on the implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action agreed on a set of recommendations. The
recommendations will contribute to the Fifth Comprehensive National Reviews of progress made
in implementing the Beijing Declaration, which the 64th session of the UN Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) will discuss in 2020.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized the civil
society regional consultative workshop in partnership with the League of Arab States (LAS), UN
Women and the Arab Women Organization (AWO). The event took place from 16-17 April
2019, in Beirut, Lebanon.

The workshop featured presentations and discussions on progress made over the past five years,
from the perspective of CSOs. Discussions addressed key challenges and obstacles, regional
priorities and recommendations. Several participants highlighted the continued relevance of the
Beijing Declaration, noting that women must be part of global efforts to achieve sustainable
development. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls for gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls in SDG 5 (gender equality) and across the SDGs.

The recommendations support involving women in planning and negotiations related to climate
change.

In their recommendations, participants called for: abolishing discriminatory provisions in
constitutions and laws, including personal status laws that prevent women from exercising a role
in society; adopting economic reform programs that promote participation, equality and justice
among society and provide women with access to economic opportunities; and for involving
women in peacebuilding in Arab societies. CSOs supported emphasizing the importance of
“women’s full participation in all fields and in all positions” at the national and local levels,
taking into account international and Arab experiences on gender parity. The recommendations
also support: incorporating a gender perspective in climate justice policies; collecting, analyzing
and disseminating gender-segregated data; and involving women in planning and negotiations
related to climate change.

Civil society calls on States to assume “primary responsibility” in providing social services and
protection within a gender-sensitive, rights-based and developmental approach, to ensure the
independence of national human rights institutions (NHRIS), to strengthen their role in protecting
the rights of women and girls at all levels, and to amend national legislations to align with
international human rights conventions and standards and accede to relevant international
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instruments. The recommendations call on States to develop national action plans to achieve
gender equality and eliminate discrimination, to mainstream gender equality in all national action
plans, and to provide necessary budgets for implementing strategies, laws and measures to
guarantee women’s access to justice.

Mehrinaz EI Awady, ESCWA, praised the efforts by CSOs in the Arab region to eliminate all
forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls. She said the participation of
CSOs in the region is essential because it “has an impact on the efforts of governmental
institutions.”

In July 2018, UN Member States agreed that at its 64th session, in 2020, the CSW will undertake
a review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,
including an “assessment of current challenges that affect the implementation of the Platform for
Action and the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women and its
contribution towards the full realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
through a gender perspective.” [ESCWA Press Release] [Recommendations] [UN Women
Webpage on Preparations for 2020 Review]
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