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e Leaders pledge support for kids with disabilities (The Daily Star)
e Lebanon calls for aiding juveniles with special needs (Kuna)
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Leaders pledge support for kids with disabilities

The Daily Star
8 March 2019

BEIRUT: At an event Thursday celebrating a new U.N. campaign for the rights of young people
with disabilities in the Arab world, Lebanon’s social affairs minister pledged to push for greater
governmental support for people with special needs.

Diplomats from Arab and non-Arab countries and representatives of various U.N. agencies and
the Arab League gathered in Beirut for the regional launch of the Global Campaign for the Good
Treatment of Girls, Boys, and Adolescents with Disabilities in the World. The campaign aims to
promote equal access to education and social opportunities and protection from violence and
exploitation for disabled children.

Attendees acknowledged the challenges - some cultural and some political - facing people with
disabilities in Lebanon and in the region.

In Lebanon, those challenges include chronic government underfunding of NGOs contracted to
provide services to people with disabilities. The Daily Star reported earlier this week that dozens
of NGOs serving people with physical and intellectual special needs had not received contracted
payments from the Lebanese government for more than a year, and at least one center has closed
as a result.

Newly instated Social Affairs Minister Richard Kouyoumjian, who spoke at the event, did not
directly address the issue of delayed payments, but acknowledged failures in the Lebanese state’s
treatment of people with disabilities. He noted while Lebanon had adopted laws codifying the
rights of disabled people, “in truth, there is a lack of implementation of these laws.”

“We need these issues to be a priority in all government programs, not the least,” he said.

“The last thing we talk about is the disabled people. We give them a small part of our budget,
which is wrong. | will fight in Lebanon to get a bigger budget for those organizations that take
care of those people.

In the wider Arab region, several speakers noted, wars and displacement have worsened the
situation for people with disabilities and, in some cases, may be leading to more people
becoming disabled.

Angela Zettler, a representative of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia’s Social Development Division, noted that in Yemen, for instance, children
suffering from malnutrition are susceptible to disabilities resulting from stunted growth, and that
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conversely, those with disabilities who also experience malnutrition are more susceptible to
stunting.

In 2013, Zettler said, around 50 percent of children under 5 in rural areas of Yemen experienced
stunting, while among children with disabilities, the rate of stunting was 64 percent. The rates are
likely higher today, she said.

Tarek EI-Nabulsi, director of the Arab League’s Development and Social Policies Department,
said “political will” to improve the situation of people with disabilities was present, but that “in
all the Arab countries, we have the situation of culture,” and that officials should work to change
public perceptions of people with disabilities.

Shatha Abu Srour, a Palestinian member of the consultative committee of the Arab Forum for the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, who is blind, agreed social attitudes often lead to disabled
people being kept in the house, isolated from the community, and sometimes lead her to feel
she’s “outside the human circle.”

“The first and most important thing is the culture,” she said.
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Lebanon calls for aiding juveniles with special needs
Kuna

7 March 2019

BEIRUT, March 7 (KUNA) -- A senior Lebanese official on Thursday called for continuous efforts in the Arab countries to
secure needs of juveniles of special cases.

Conditions of handicapped children and teenagers in the Arab world are not good; they need to practice their rights in full, get
sufficient medical care and technical aid, said Lebanese Minister of Social Affairs Rrichar Qayoumejian, addressing a
ceremony marking launch of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA) campaign
concerning good treatment of this segment of the society.

He called for aiding the disabled youngsters so they could play an effective role in their communities.

Meanwhile, Dr. Rola Dashti, the UN secretary general undersecretary and the executive secretary of ESCWA, noted in her
address that strifes in the Arab region have increased numbers of the maimed, those suffering from shock, diseases and
malnutrition.

Number of the youth in the Arab region exceeds 200 million, 60 percent of the population are aged below 30. By 2030, the
figure will swell to 250 million, said Dr. Dashti, a renowned Kuwaiti academic.

Rates of literacy and education among children and youngsters of disabilities are very low. Handicapped girls, particularly
those living in rural regions, are being shunned and marginalized, said Dr. Dashti.

More than 20 percent of Syrian refugees aged above two years in Lebanon suffer from disabilities and less than 50 percent of
handicapped children are enrolled at schools, said Dr. Dashti shedding further light on the special cases' plight.

For her part, UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy on Disability Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes affirmed necessity to
empower cases of special needs to secure opportunities for them.

ESCWA's campaign, she said in her statement at the ceremony, is aimed at enhancing awareness on according juveniles of
special cases better treatment worldwide. (end) ayb.rk
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