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2. ESCWA: UN News Centre UN study tackles violence against women in

Arab region using economic model

3. ESCWA: (Relief Web): UN Women and ESCWA launch project to
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ESCWA: AllAfrica:

Sudan: Dawalab Lauds Role of ESCWA to Develop Women's National Policy

Khartoum — The Minster of Security and Social Developmet, Masha'air al-Dawalab, head of the
Sudan's delegation participating in the meetings of the Arab Woman Committee of the Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in Beirut, has lauded the technical
consultations support of the committee for the enhancement of the national policy for the women
empowerment.

Al-Dawalab has pledged the implementation of the Sudan's commitment to the Muscat
Declaration, and the states will support in this regard.

The meetings have discussed the progress achieved for the promotion of the woman in the
Arabic area, the situation of implementation of mauscat declaration for the 7 th session of the
woman committee recently held in Oman sultanate.

The Supervisor of the Woman Administration in the ministry, Sauad Abdul-A'al, the delegation's
member, noted in phone call that this 8 th session discussed the enhancement of institution in
realization of gender equality in the Arab region, the integration of the perspective of equality
within public institutions, the role of institutions in times of peace and war, as well as the
economic cost of violence against women.

The meetings dealt with the technical cooperation and advisory services provided by the
ESCWA Woman Commission on the status of women in the years 2016 to 2017, the
achievements achieved. Many countries have presented opinions and presentations, which were
based on the recommendations of the Muscat Declaration. The 8 th session will conclude its
work tomorrow, Friday.



ESCWA: UN News Centre

UN study tackles violence against women in Arab region using economic model

UN study tackles violence against women in Arab region using economic
model

Left to right: Dr. Khawla Mattar (ESCWA), Dr. Naglaa Al-Adly (Egypt's National Council of Women), Minister Haifa
Agha (Palestinian Ministry of Women's Affairs), Dr. Nata Duvvury (National University of Ireland), Dr. Mehrinaz

Elawady (ESCWA Centre for Women). Photo: ESCWA/Daniela Abraham

6 October 2017 — An economic model to estimate the costs of intimate partner violence — the most
common form of violence against women in the Arab world — was spotlighted this week at one of
the United Nations regional commissions, based in Beirut, Lebanon.

“Our ultimate goal has always been to translate the findings of our studies into practical projects
with a view to empowering women and enhancing their position in society,” said Mohamed Ali
Alhakim, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), which serves 18 Arab States.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 37 per cent of “ever married women” in the
East Mediterranean region — which encompasses most Arab States — have experienced physical or
sexual partner violence.



Speaking at the opening of ESCWA’s Committee on Women, Dr. Alhakim noted that despite
progress in developing national plans to address gender-based violence, Arab countries need to do
more to end the grave violations still being perpetrated against women.

To support these efforts, ESCWA and UN Women developed a regional project to estimate the
cost of violence against women and use the costings as an instrument for policy reform and
advocacy.

“We aim to utilize it as an advocacy tool with policymakers to substantiate that if we work in a
holistic manner to end violence against women, it will not only be the right thing to do, but it will
also be the smart thing to do,” said Mohammad Naciri, the Director of UN-Women’s regional
office in Egypt.

“My heart aches when we try to quantify [the violence] because the emotional and psychological
scars that women and girls live with as a result of the violence exerted on them cannot necessarily
be quantified,” he continued. “That’s why I said it’s a smart thing to do, but the right thing to
remember is that it’s the absolute right of every single woman and girl to end the violence against
them.”

According to UN-Women, the dire economic, political and security situation in many Arab
countries fuels the problem given direct correlation between crises and domestic violence. During
the last conflict in Gaza, intimate partner violence reportedly rose by 700 per cent due to feelings
of hopelessness, humiliation, and lack of opportunities.

While the drivers of violence are not contested, there are multiple approaches to costing the
phenomenon. The two main methods involve estimating the cost of inaction—measuring the direct
and indirect, tangible and intangible costs of violence to survivors, their families, and the
community, including missed paid or unpaid work; and estimating the costs of implementing
policies to prevent and address the violence — or the cost of the solution.

Dr. Nata Duvvury, the Director for Global Women’s Studies at the National University of Ireland,
has been working closely with ESCWA to develop the model and create this important
“accountability tool.”

“Direct costs have been largely focused on the costs of service provision incurred by governments
to provide police stations, health services, social services, and others,” she explained.

“But there is another aspect of direct costs that has not been captured very carefully across
countries, which are the costs incurred by women to access services,” Dr. Duvvury stressed, noting
that paying bribes is not uncommon for women in the Arab region, in addition to other fees to
access physical and psychosocial support.

As the eighth session of the Committee on Women inched to its end on Thursday, small pins were
distributed by Dr. Naglaa Al-Adly from Egypt’s National Council of Women, featuring an Arabic
letter called the Taa Marbouta.



“We use this letter as the secret of our power as women,” Dr. Al-Adly explained. “We’re stressing
the idea to not be afraid, fight for your rights, be strong, we are behind you.”

‘Taa Marbouta’ is added to words that are feminine to denote grammatical gender; it is also
associated with several powerful words in the Arabic language such as ‘dignity,” ‘power’ and
‘willingness.’

Launched one year ago by Egypt’s National Council of Women and the UN, the ‘Taa Marbouta’
campaign promotes women’s social, political and economic empowerment in the North African
country.

Because it’s an Arabic letter it is also relevant to women in many other countries,” she added, “
indicating that the “secret” of women’s power can only be stronger when they come together



ESCWA: Relief Web:

UN Women and ESCWA launch project to estimate the cost of violence against
women in the Arab Region

UN Women

View Original (2

This week in Beirut, UN Women and the United Nations
Economic and Social Conunission for Western Asia launched a
regional project to estimate the cost of violence against women
as an instrument for policy reform and advocacy.

Date: Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Violence against women continues to plague women globally, everywhere.

Violence against women continues to plague women globally, everywhere. Within homes, on the
streets, and during war, violence against women affects as many as one in three women
worldwide. It stifles women’s mobility and rights, compromises their health and work,
jeopardizes peace. But how much does it cost, in monetary terms?

In the United States of America, the cost of violence could be $500 billion per year. In Egypt,
500,00 working days are lost each year due to marital violence and the health sector bears over
$14 million in costs to serve just one quarter (600,000) of survivors. Violence against women is a
costly problem for economies, but many countries still don’t know just how costly it is for them.

UN Women and United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
recently launched an innovative regional project, “Estimating the Cost of the Economic Impact
of Violence against Women in the Arab Region”, in partnership with the Swedish Institute in
Alexandria and the Institute for Women's Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW) at the Lebanese
American University (LAU).

The launch event in Beirut, Lebanon, on 4 October, brought together concerned top officials in
Arab governments, representatives of the Arab and foreign diplomatic corps, the United Nations
agencies and civil society organizations. Well-known Tunisian Actor Dhafer L'Abidine made a
special appearance and called all parties to come together to end the normalization of violence
against women in the region. See the press release»

Available data from the region shows that violence against women is widespread—one in three
women has experienced intimate partner violence, at least once in her lifetime. But such violence



is also under-reported, as women fear retaliation and losing the custody of their children. Earlier
this year, IMAGES MENA, a groundbreaking multi-country study in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region that surveyed 10,000 men aged 18 to 59 years about their attitudes on
gender equality and perceptions of masculinity, found that at least 26 per cent men agreed that a
woman should tolerate violence to keep the family together.

As part of its phase of implementation, the new costing project has published a flagship study
titled, “The Status of Arab Women in the Arab Region: Violence Against Women: What is at
Stake?”. It developed an operational model that provides methodologies to estimate the cost of
violence for the first time in the region. The model will take into account direct and indirect
tangible costs of marital violence, including the total cost to households, the cost of service
provision at the community-level and the total cost to businesses.

In his welcome speech at the launch event in Beirut, ESCWA Executive Secretary Mohamed Ali
Al-Hakim emphasized that the economic model to estimate the cost of violence against women
not only helps decision-makers to know the economic consequences of violence against women
and their effects on the national economy, but also supports comprehensive reform efforts.

“Violence against women and girls devastates lives and communities,” says Mohammad Naciri,
UN Women Regional Director for Arab states. “We need to involve policy-makers in the
conversation so that they understand the magnitude of the problem and that ending violence
against women is the right thing to do. To make a real change, | invite all policy-makers in the
region to join our call for a violence-free world for all women and girls.”

Similar costing studies on violence against women are largely limited to high-income, developed
countries. For the Arab states, adding the economic perspective is expected to provide a new and
powerful angle to assess the legal and health consequences, and to advocate for action.
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ESCWA: Al Bawaba:

Abu-Ghazaleh, ESCWA, Arab Industrial Development and Arab League
Organise the Arab Forum for Nanoscience and Technologies Applications

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org), ESCWA Technology Center, Arab Industrial
Development and Mining Organization (AIDMO), Arab League Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO) organized the Arab Forum for Nanoscience and
Technologies Applications, which was held at the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh University in Amman.

The objective of the Forum was to serve the 17 sustainable development goals adopted by world
leaders on September 2015, particularly with regard to Goal no 2 related to (Food Security),
Goal no 6 related to (Ensuring Water Availability), Goal no 7 related to (Affordable and Clean
Energy) and Goal no 9 related to (Industrialization and Promotion of Innovation), as well as Goal
no 17 related to (Partnerships for the Goals).

Abu-Ghazaleh and Associates, in collaboration with the ESCWA Technical Center and the Arab
Industrial Development and Mining Organization, prepared a study to identify the most
promising investment opportunities in the field of nanotechnology adaptation in the desalination
and solar energy sectors.

Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh expressed the hope for willing participants to implement these projects
in the Arab region, stressing that the Arab countries must keep pace with developments and
global changes in this area in order to join the world of artificial intelligence. He called for the
organization of an Arab conference on industrial intelligence with stakeholders, partners and
investors, stressing the need to generate interest in investing in creativity and to develop this new
mindset in the Arab world.

He stressed the urgent need for a revolution of change in this area in order to achieve the goal of
transition to the state of creativity, hoping that the Forum will achieve its objectives and will
emerge with important results and exchange of valuable experiences in this vital and important
topic.

Mr. Mohammed Ali Al Hakim, ESCWA Executive Secretary, said that the past 10 years have
witnessed a positive shift towards nanoscience and technology in the fields of research,
education and industry, according to a recent UNESCO report "Towards 2030".

He also pointed out that the ESCWA Center for Technology was fully prepared to support
Member States in developing the environment for the transfer and development of technology,
including policies, legislation and investment opportunities through public-private partnerships,
universities and research centers, and to play a leading role in innovation and harness
technologies produced in scientific laboratories to serve sustainable development.



Eng. Adel Al-Sager, Director-General of the Arab Industrial Development and Mining
Organization (AIDMO) said that Arab countries have a great opportunity to catch up with global
scientific and technological progress in the field of nanoscience and technology, if there is
availability of the necessary resources for success including human potential and infrastructure
and investment directed to research in this area.

Mr. Al-Sager stressed the importance of cooperation between government institutions, research
centers and the Arab private sector, citing the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization as an example
of one of the most important institutions of the Arab and international private sector, playing a
positive role in activating research results and transforming them into knowledge and economic
value.

On her part, Her excellency Mrs. Sally Hassan, representative of the Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO), said that this international forum raises
awareness about the transformations and profound changes the world is witnessing, making it
necessary to bring science to the forefront of attention by various specialized and concerned
bodies in our Arab countries.

Mrs. Hassan said she is looking forward to the success of the Forum as a step towards advancing
joint Arab action in the contribution towards the promotion of scientific awareness of
nanoscience and technology, supporting comprehensive development issues and removing the
obstacles that stand in the way of linking scientific research in various industrial, agricultural,
medical, health and other fields.

The forum was attended by members of the Scientific Committee of the Arab Initiative,
representatives of relevant Arab, regional and international organizations, representatives of the
executive departments of the relevant government institutions, as well as an elite group of
researchers in the fields of nanotechnology, as well as experts and investors interested in the
sector.
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