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e ESCWA to launch programs to create jobs for youth in Lebanon: UN (Xinhua)
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e ESCWA Reviews Application of Digital Technologies for SDGs in Arab Region
(IISD Knowledge Hub)

e Africa: Is UN Planning to Replace Humans With Machines And Robots? (All
Africa)
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https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/d/lebanon/427235/عون-السوق-المالية-عادت-أحسن-مما-كانت-عليه/ar

ESCWA to launch programs to create jobs for youth in Lebanon: UN
Xinhua

13 February 2019

BEIRUT, Feb. 13 (Xinhua) -- Rola Dashti, the newly appointed executive secretary of the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), said Wednesday that
ESCWA will launch programs aimed at creating job opportunities for the youth in Lebanon,
local media reported.

"We will focus on projects that create job opportunities for the youth in Lebanon especially that
unemployment rate in the country has reached 30 percent which is among the highest rates in the
world," Dashti was quoted as saying by the National News Agency.

Dashti's remarks came during her meeting with President Michel Aoun at Baabda Palace to
discuss ways of cooperation between Lebanon and ESCWA on the economic and social levels.

Dashti added that ESCWA aims at opening new horizons for the youth in Lebanon and in the
region to protect the middle class which will guarantee stability in these countries.

Dashti was appointed late last month by United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as
ESCWA's executive secretary, succeeding Mohamed Ali Alhakim of Iraqg.

13 |u= sSw ¥ o3 ade¥ly Jlaas¥l saa


http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-02/13/c_137819081.htm

ESCWA Reviews Application of Digital Technologies for SDGs in Arab
Region

I11ISD Knowledge Hub / Catherine Benson Wahlén

12 February 2019

1 February 2019: The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asian (ESCWA\) has
released a study on digital technologies for development, including recommendations for
harnessing such technologies for social, economic and human development. The report considers
digital technologies in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the ten-year
review of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

The report titled, ‘Arab Horizon 2030: Digital Technologies for Development,” focuses on seven
policy areas relevant to digital technologies: digital strategies; information and communication
technology (ICT) sector; ICT infrastructure; cybersecurity; the digital divide; e-applications; and
e-government. The report considers Arab country situations within the context of these
strategies, observing that most Arab countries have “stagnated or lowered over the period 2010-
2011 to 2016-2017” on the digital economy and innovation, even among affluent Arab countries.

The publication compares a business-as-usual approach with a “Horizon 2030” vision and policy
changes in line with the 2030 Agenda. Horizon 2030 envisages an Arab region where all
countries adopt holistic digital strategies supporting a national long-term sustainable
development vision, and make progress in implementing this vision.

The authors propose a “Vision 2030 Blueprint” of policy recommendations to support SDG
achievement. The strategy seeks to contribute to economic growth and well-being through a
well-developed ICT sector and infrastructure and a reduced digital divide, resulting in reduced
poverty and inequalities and women’s empowerment, among other outcomes.

The report also cites challenges facing Arab countries with regard to each of the 17 SDGs, as
outlined in the first Arab Sustainable Development report issued in 2015, and draws linkages to
the potential of digital technologies. On SDG 1 (no poverty), for example, the report states that
digital technologies can make communication more affordable, and help multiply development
opportunities for the poor and empower women and marginalized communities. The authors
argue that broadband deployment can have an effect on gross domestic product (GDP) growth,
creating new markets, encouraging innovation and supporting conditions of economies of scale,
therefore contributing to job creation and poverty reduction. On SDG 15, the report describes
how digital technologies can support the conservation and sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems through improved monitoring and reporting, leading to increased accountability, and
through improving efficiencies in land restoration via data collection, analysis and sensors. On
SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) the publication underscores the contribution of
digital technologies to electoral monitoring, increased transparency and citizen empowerment.

To support SDG achievement, the report recommends: facilitating a culture of collaboration and
dialogues that promotes the use of digital technologies for the benefit of sustainable development
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https://sdg.iisd.org/news/escwa-reviews-application-of-digital-technologies-for-sdgs-in-arab-region/
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-sustainable-development-report-2015

and attaining the SDGs; developing national digital strategies aligned with the 2030 development
vision, managed at the highest political level and implemented through a whole-of-government
approach; and adopting an inclusive approach to policy implementation that involves all
stakeholders and takes into consideration the needs of women and men and engages youth. The
report further suggests: enhancing the framework for developing human capabilities and skills
for the digital age, including adoption of technologies for sustainable development; developing
governance mechanisms and reforming regulatory systems to support a holistic digital economy;
and formulating policies and incentives for investments in the digital economy. [Report
Webpage] [Publication: Arab Horizon 2030: Digital Technologies for Development]
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https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-horizon-2030-digital-technologies-development
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-horizon-2030-digital-technologies-development
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/publications/files/arab-horizon-2030-digital-technologies-development-english_0.pdf

Africa: Is UN Planning to Replace Humans With Machines And Robots?
All Africa / Thalif Deen
11 February 2019

United Nations — The United Nations- once facetiously described as an institution whose
bloated bureaucracy moves at the leisured pace of a paralytic snail -- is steadily zooming into
the field of fast-paced, cutting-edge digital technology where humans may one day be replaced
with machines and robots.

Is this a glimpse into a distant future or a far-fetched fantasy?

The technological innovations currently being experimented at the UN include artificial
intelligence (Al), machine-learning, e-translations (involving the UN's six official languages
where machines are taking over from humans) and robotics.

The United Nations says it has also been using unarmed and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS),
or drones, in peacekeeping operations, "helping to improve our situational awareness and to
strengthen our ability to protect civilians".

At a joint meeting of the UN's Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and its Economic and
Social Committee, a robot named Sophia had an interactive session last year with Deputy
Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed.

Among the technological innovations being introduced in the world body, and specifically in the
UN's E-conference services, is the use of eLUNa -Electronic Languages United Nations -- "a
machine translation interface specifically developed for the translation of UN documents."

What distinguishes eLUNa from commercial CAT (Computer-Assisted Translation) tools is that
it was developed entirely by the United Nations and is specifically geared towards the needs and
working methods of UN language professionals, says the UN.

Besides the UN headquarters in New York, the spreading eLUNa network includes the UN
Office in Geneva (UNOG), the UN Office in Vienna (UNOV), the UN Office in Nairobi
(UNON) and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) based in Beirut.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres says the breakthrough has been brought on by a
combination of computing power, robotics, big data and artificial intelligence--even as they
generate revolutions in healthcare, transport and manufacturing worldwide.

"I am convinced that these new capacities can help lift millions of people out of poverty, achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and enable developing countries to leapfrog into a
better future,” he predicted last year.

Addressing the executive heads of some 31 UN agencies last November, Guterres singled out
some of the challenges emanating from global mega trends and technological advancements in
four distinct areas -- artificial intelligence; cyberspace; biotechnology; and the impact of
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technological applications on peace and security -- "with a view to identifying specific entry
points for UN engagement and to determine focus areas where the UN system can add value."

He said, he is working with colleagues throughout the entire UN system to determine "how our
organization can better harness the benefits and address the risks of new technologies, and how
the United Nations itself can make better use of innovation."

Christopher Fabian, Principal Adviser in the Office of Global Innovation at the UN's children's
agency UNICEF, one of the agencies making headway in Al, told IPS that UNICEF is using
Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence (ML/AI) for both programmatic and operational
purposes.

Based on the "Principles of Digital Development,” the organization promotes applications and
development of Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence with equity at their core, whether
through fair and open training sets or through discussions on algorithmic equity and information
poverty, he added.

For example, he pointed out, UNICEF is developing Magic Box, a collaborative platform that is
made possible through the contributions of private sector partners such as Telefonica, Google,
IBM, Amadeus and Red Hat, which share their data and expertise for public good.

By harnessing real-time data generated by the private sector, UNICEF can gain critical insights
into the needs of vulnerable populations, and make more informed decisions about how to invest
its resources to respond to disaster, epidemics and other challenges, said Fabian.

In addition, UNICEF, through its Venture Fund, the first financial vehicle of its kind in the
United Nations, collaborates with innovators on the ground in UNICEF programme countries to
build and test new solutions at the pace required to keep up with the rapidly evolving challenges
facing children.

The Venture Fund was launched by UNICEF in 2016 -- a $17.9 million investment fund --
applying lessons learned over 8+ years, undertaking the complex work of helping to identify and
grow innovations for children.

The UNICEF Venture Fund makes $50-100K early stage investments in technologies --
including data science and Al -- for children, developed by UNICEF country offices or
companies in UNICEF programme countries.

By providing flexible funding to early-stage innovators, it allows UNICEF to quickly assess,
fund and grow open-source technology solutions that show potential to positively impact the
lives of vulnerable children, declared Fabian.

Meanwhile, Guterres said new technologies could enhance the maintenance of peace and
security, including disarmament and non-proliferation objectives, by providing new tools and
augmenting existing ones.
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For example, he noted, the use of shared ledger technology such as Blockchain in nuclear
safeguards, or machine learning in multilateral disarmament verification -- as the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization is pioneering.

Excerpts from an interview with UNICEF's Christopher Fabian:

IPS: What is the upside and downside of automation- and particularly at UNICEF? Is reaching
efficiency a key criterion?

Fabian: Al can help UNICEF in several ways -- from deep learning algorithms that can learn
underlying patterns in satellite imagery to map every school in the world, to predictive models
that can help us prevent the spread of diseases. These type of solutions can help improve the
reach and efficiency of programmes in the field as well as optimize the allocation of the scarce
resources.

However, challenges are many. First, is the lack of quality training sets. Data around the most
vulnerable populations is often scarce and inaccurate. As a collective, we need to start putting
more resources towards collecting data from the ground, to validate existing records, and to
debias these datasets.

But what happens once we have diverse, good quality datasets? We still need to keep working

together to ensure that the data is used to build fair, inclusive algorithms. At UNICEF, we need
to make sure that we are part of the conversations happening globally, so that we can bring the
voice of children, in particular the most vulnerable, to the table.

As one of the efforts to mitigate these risks, UNICEF is a founding partner of the Partnership on
Al to Benefit People and Society - and a member of several Working Groups including the 'Fair,
Transparent and Accountable Al' and the 'Al, Labor and Economy'-. The partnership was
established to study and formulate best practices on Al technologies, to advance the public's
understanding of Al and its influences on people and society.

IPS: To the best of your knowledge, is UNICEF the only -- or one of the few UN agencies -on
the path to digitized, highly-automated operations?

Fabian: Initiatives around the use of Big Data, Al, blockchain and other digital innovations are
being piloted in several UN agencies and programmes -- and sometimes through joint
collaborations among them.

In order to promote the sharing of these experiences and learn from each other's successes and
failures, UNICEF co-funded, together with the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN
Innovation Network -- an informal, collaborative community of UN innovators interested in
sharing their expertise and experience with others to promote and advance innovation within the
UN System.

Similarly, frontier technologies and digitalization are one of the main priorities of the Secretary
General. To strengthen digital cooperation and advance proposals among governments, the
private sector, civil society, international organizations, academia, technical community and
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other relevant stakeholders in the digital space, the High-level Panel for Digital Cooperation was
set.

The Panel is expected to raise awareness about the transformative impact of digital technologies
across society and the economy, and contribute to the broader public debate on how to ensure a
safe and inclusive digital future for all, taking into account relevant human rights norms.

IPS: Kai-fu Lee, author of "Al Superpowers" and a longtime tech executive, is quoted by the
New York times as saying that Al will eliminate 40 percent of the world's jobs within 15 years?
And a report by the World Economic Forum (WEF), which met in Davos last month, has
estimated that 1.37 million workers will be displaced by automation in the next decade. What is
your prediction for UNICEF?

Fabian: According to recent studies, between 75 million and 375 million workers (3 to 14% of
the global workforce) will need to switch occupational categories by 2030 if automation happens
at a medium-to-rapid rate. Similarly, according to World Economic Forum, 65% of children
entering school today, will have jobs that don't exist yet. This means that even though many jobs
will disappear, many new ones will be created.

However, there is a strong evidence of skills mismatch between young people and employers;
young people are not learning the skills they need to get jobs. If we manage to understand the
skills necessary for the future of jobs and are able to adjust education systems accordingly,
children and youth will be more resilient to automation and better prepared for the future.

One of UNICEF's efforts in this front is Information poverty, an initiative that aims at ensuring
that every child has access to the right information, opportunity and choice.

Further Info -- UNICEF Generation Al stats (i.e. stats UNICEF predicts/works with):

IPS: Do you think the benefits of Al at UNICEF will eventually spillover -- and leading by
example -- into the UN secretariat and other UN agencies?

Fabian: Similar to question 3 (vis a vis UN Innovation Network and High Level Panel on Digital
Cooperation). We are working with/through both groups and see support for the benefits of Al
(and attention paid to identifying and mitigating risks) growing.

Read the original article on IPS.
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