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New Iraqi PM, two-thirds of proposed ministers sworn in (Press TV)
Thu Oct 25, 2018

New Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi and almost two-thirds of his
ministerial picks were sworn in on Wednesday, but lawmakers failed to reach a
consensus on the rest of the cabinet, postponing the votes to November 6.

Out of the 22-member cabinet proposed by the 76-year-old prime minister, 14
picks won a vote of confidence, but the parliament did not make any decision
about the rest, including the ministers of interior and defense.

Thamer Ghadhban became oil minister and veteran Kurdish politician Fuad
Hussein was sworn in as the finance minister. Mohammed Ali al-Hakeem was
elected as minister of foreign affairs, Naim al-Rubaye as communication minster,
Alaa al-Alwani as minister of health, and Abdullah Luaibi as transport minister.

Ahmed Riyadh (minister of youth and sports), Bassem al-Rubaye (minister of
labor and social affairs),

Luay al-Khatteeb (minister of electricity), Mohammed Hashim (minister of trade),
Jamal al-Adili (minister of water resources), Salih Abdullah Jabouri (minister of
industry), Saleh al-Hassani (minister of agriculture), and Bangin Rekani (minister
of housing and reconstruction) were the other ministers approved by the
parliament.

Iraqi Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi (C) is seen at special session
dedicated to discussing the proposed government of PM-designate Adel Abdul-
Mahdi on Oct. 24, 2018.

Before voting on the remaining eight posts could take place, lawmakers from
Mugqtada al-Sadr's bloc Sairoon, Haider al-Abadi's Nasr Alliance, Vice-President
Ayad Allawi's Wataniya, and Sunni Muslim blocs left the room, arguing that they
were not satisfied with the rest of the candidates.

"It's enough to approve 14 ministers,” Nasr lawmaker Ali Sined said.
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During the Wednesday session, some MPs reportedly accused proposed ministers
of corruption.

PressTV-Iraq factions announce alliances to form new govt.

Iraqi political factions, which did best in the country’s May parliamentary
elections, announce separate alliances within the legislature, which they claim
enables them to form the country’s new government.

While the Iraqi Constitution gives the new prime minister until November 2 to
form his government, the Iraqi parliament is to reconvene on November 6 to vote
on the remaining members of the cabinet, Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi said.

PM Abdul-Mahdi faces the daunting task of rebuilding much of the country after a
devastating war against Daesh, as well as solving acute economic problems and
power and water shortages.

The premier on Wednesday detailed his agenda for the next four years in a 122-
page document, which lists plans for developing the war-torn country, settling
differences with the Kurdistan Regional Government, boosting the economy and
reducing poverty.

In terms of security, he said all arms must be in the hands of the state, rejecting
“semi-states” within the country. He also vowed his government would resolve
electricity problems by the summer of 2019.

Millions of Iraqis voted on May 12 in their first parliamentary election since the
defeat of the Daesh Takfiri terrorist group, but a contentious recount process
delayed the announcement of final results until August.

Sadr's Sairoon bloc came first in the polls, while the Fatah Alliance led by Hadi al-
Amiri, and Abadi's Nasr finished second and third respectively.

The Iraqi politics has long been vulnerable to the differences lying along the
country’s major ethnic and sectarian fault lines.

Under a de facto power-sharing agreement, the presidency of Iraq is traditionally
held by a Kurdish politician, the PM is a Shia, while the parliament speaker is a
Sunni.
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Iraq parliament okays 14 ministers for new cabinet (France24)
25 October 2018

The Iraqi parliament approved 14 new cabinet ministers Thursday proposed by
prime minister-designate Adel Abdel Mahdi, even as key portfolios such as
defence and interior affairs remained unassigned, an official said.

A total of 220 lawmakers out of 329 elected in May to a deeply divided parliament,
approved Abdel Mahdi's 14 picks, including for the ministries of foreign affairs,
finances, and oil.

After elections in May, new President Barham Saleh handed Abdel Mahdi the task
of forming a new government, with several coalitions jockeying for preeminence.

A veteran of Iraqi politics and an economist by training, Abdel Mahdi, 76, is
regarded as sufficiently independent to be able to assemble a government despite
fractures in the ruling elites.

The former oil minister has support from both Tehran and Washington, a necessary
consensus in a country caught between two major allies, each the enemy of the
other.

Iraq has a proportional voting system designed to prevent a slide back into
dictatorship following the 2003 ouster of late dictator Saddam Hussein.

The largely ceremonial role of president, now held by the 58-year-old Saleh, has
been reserved for the Kurds since Iraq's first multi-party elections in 2005.

Under the power-sharing deal, the post of prime minister is held by a Shiite, while
the speaker of parliament is Sunni Arab -- a post filled last month by Mohammed
al-Halbusi.

The new government faces an immense task in rebuilding a country ravaged by
three years of Islamic State occupation and fierce fighting.

It will also have to deal with the scourges of corruption, power shortages, and
decaying public services.
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Among those given the green light on Thursday are Thamer Abbas Ghadbane in
the crucial ministry of oil -- Iraq's only source of income. He previously held the
portfolio in 2004 and 2005.

In the finance seat is Fouad Hussein, who has close ties to the autonomous region
of Kurdistan.

Parliament will reconvene on November 6 to decide on the remaining ministries.
For foreign affairs, Abdel Mahdi has proposed Mohammed Ali al-Hakim, a former

ambassador to the UN, and for electricity, Louai al-Khatib, a respected researcher
in the energy field.
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Prime Minister Abdul-Mahdi sworn in with 14 ministers, so far (Rudaw)
Thu Oct 25, 2018

Prime Minister Abdul Mahdi sworn in with 14 ministers, so far

Parliament resumed with a vote on cabinet ministers, approving an initial fourteen
posts. With more than half the posts filled, Abdul-Mahdi has been constitutionally
sworn in as prime minister.

Thamir Ghadhban was elected Minister of Oil.

Fuad Hussein was approved as Minister of Finance.

Naim al-Rubaye was approved as Communication Minster.

Mohammed Ali al-Hakeem was elected Minister of Foreign Affairs

Saleh al-Hassani was approved as Minister of Agriculture.

Bangin Rekani was elected Minister of Housing and Reconstruction.

Alaa al-Alwani was elected Minister of Health.

Abdullah Luaibi was approved as Transport Minister.

Ahmed Riyadh was elected Minister of Youth and Sports.

Bassem al-Rubaye was elected Minister of Labour and Social Affairs.

Luay al-Khatteeb was elected Minister of Electricity.

Mohammed Hashim was approved for the Ministry of Trade.

Jamal al-Adili was elected Minister of Water Resources.

Salih Abdullah Jabouri was elected as Minister of Industry.

11:58 pm, October 24, 2018
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Details of Abdul-Mahdi’s proposed agenda for Iraq

Abdul-Mahdi detailed his agenda for the next four years in a 122-page document.
It includes ambitious policies to develop the country, resolve strained ties between
Erbil and Baghdad, boost the economy, reduce poverty, and restore peace and
stability.

His main areas of focus for the coming four years are security, the economy,
government services and infrastructure, and administrative reforms.

In terms of security, he said that all arms must be in the hands of the state, rejecting
“semi-states” within the country. Armed forces will not be allowed to enter city
centres and the police forces will be strengthened, under his plan.

Preventing a re-emergence of terror in Iraq is a priority for his government, as is
avoiding external meddling in Iraq’s affairs.

Abdul-Mahdi said his government would support in developing and increasing
advanced technology and the resumption of a military industry.

He vowed his government would resolve electricity problems by the summer of
2019, boost the agriculture sector, and build a pipeline network to bring kerosene
into homes.

PM-designate Adil Abdul-Mahdi and Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi
arrive at the parliament earlier Wednesday evening. Photo: Ahmad al-Rubaye/AFP

11:13 pm
Basra MPs say they won’t approve the cabinet

Representatives from Basra — the southern province that was rocked by deadly
protests this summer — announced in a press conference during the parliamentary
recess that they will not vote for the new cabinet because the province didn’t get its
fair share, according to an AFP reporter.
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Some of Abdul-Mahdi’s cabinet nominees drew condemnation for reported ties to
the former regime and alleged involvement in corrupt activities.

Individual lawmakers from several factions threatened to walk out and some
engaged in a shouting match with Speaker Halbousi, before he allowed the break.
At least one faction asked for a postponement of the vote to another day to allow
thorough study of the nominees.

22:50 pm

Abdul-Mahdi presents proposed cabinet, government plan

Just 220 MPs attended the session in the 329-seat legislature. The session is taking
place behind closed doors. Iraqi state TV broadcast a delayed stream of the session.
PM-designate Adil Abdul-Mahdi addresses the parliament. Photo: Rudaw TV

"The political process and democracy is resting on a strong, organized force as we
are currently engaged in destroying terror and fighting off external threats,” he told

lawmakers, underlining the importance of a peaceful political transition.

He thanked parties for giving him “the full authority to appoint ministers in
accordance with the parties’ election shares,” without interference.

He also thanked the Kurdistani parties and other minorities for presenting ministers
for his cabinet.

He urged his potential cabinet ministers to concentrate on serving the people,
making necessary changes in their individual ministries.

"We would like to make it clear that we will be tough against any illegal things
before and after the government formation and stand against those wanting to

achieve personal gains or party interests,” he said.

Abdul-Mahdi vowed that transparency and reduced bureaucracy would be
priorities for his government.
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"The priority of our work goes to the underprivileged people, the youth, young,
elderly, the patients, and our nation,” he told lawmakers, saying they work for
peace and harmony.

“The authority must be to serve the people, not for violence against them as this
authority does not belong to any person, tribe, or certain group."

His proposal for the government includes doing away with the three deputy prime
minister positions, streamlining their duties into the ministries.

The parliament took a recess before voting to allow MPs time to discuss the
cabinet nominees after controversy arose over some of the names.

9.17 pm

Speaker Halbousi opens parliament session

7:35 pm

Sadr issues stern warning to lawmakers

Influential Shiite cleric warned lawmakers they are “on the line today.”

“Today you have a responsibility in front of Allah almighty, the people, and Iraq,”
he said in a message released ahead of parliament convening for its first session on
Prime Minister-designate Adil Abdul-Mahdi’s proposed cabinet and plan for the

government.

Noting that the people have placed their trust in the parliamentarians, Sadr told
them, “give your voice to the specialized, honest, independent and competent.”

He also harshly warned them against making selfish decisions or being influenced
by external players.
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“Don't you dare prioritize your or your party's special interests over Iraq's interests.
Avoid sectarian and ethnic allotment. Make your decision Iraqi. Don't you dare
surrender Iraq to beyond its borders,” he stated.

“Our new government is an Iraqi government, neither eastern nor western. Its
voice reigns, with no other voice reigning over it.”

Out of the 23 ministries in the cabinet, Sadr singled out the security portfolios that
must not be subject to external influence.

5:47 pm
Abdul-Mahdi faces uphill battle

Prime Minister-designate Adil Abdul-Mahdi is facing an uphill challenge to form
a government. He is submitting nominees for his cabinet to the parliament
Wednesday evening, but a Sunni bloc has already announced their withdrawal
from the process in protest and Kurds are still deciding what course they will take.

The Sunni Qarar Alliance will not join the government and “will work on forming
a positive opposition inside the parliament,” tweeted leader Osama al-Nujaifi.

The Iraqi government post-Saddam Hussein has been a delicate balance of power
sharing among the country’s groups — Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds, with quota
representation for minorities.

The Qarar alliance, however, said that the spirit of cooperation has been absent
from the government formation process.

The alliance pointed to “lack of consultations, lack of a joint vision” with partners,
in a statement on Wednesday.

"We say it frankly. The slogan of removing the corrupt remained a slogan with no
roots. Even worse, the political blocs that were the subject of corruption allegations
have been awarded,” the alliance stated, adding that this adds up to “buying the
will of Iraqis.”
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Abdul-Mahdi’s 122-page proposed agenda for the next four years was released late
on Tuesday, ahead of Wednesday’s parliamentary session.

This document “does not meet the needs and aspirations” of the country, said
Qarar.

“The absence of a central vision for issues and acute crises, such as rebuilding
ravaged cities, returning IDPs within clear timelines and compensating them,
countering the political intentions that still work on preventing the IDPs from
returning. .. and the absence of a clear vision to achieve a successful national
reconciliation, all point clearly to the weakness of consultations with the main
leaders that have the vision and ideas for resolutions,” the Sunni alliance stated.

Qarar complained that the proposed representation for Sunnis in the government is
low and confined to one bloc — that of parliament speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi.

Kurds on the fence

Kurdish parties are generally biding their time before making a decision on which
way they will go in Baghdad.

“What is being done in the Iraqi parliament... is playing with the fate of a nation,”
Muthana Amin, head of the Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU) bloc in the parliament,
told Rudaw on Wednesday.

He complained that they have not had adequate time to review Abdul-Mahdi’s
proposal.

“It takes two days to read it, so how can we vote for this cabinet?” Amin said.

The newly-founded New Generation has decided it will not take part in Abdul-
Mahdi’s cabinet. The party secured four seats on May 12 Iraqi parliamentary
election.

“New Generation will not vote for cabinet nominees belonging to PUK, KDP,
anyone who is accused of corruption, promote[s] racism, sectarianism. Our votes
are national responsibility, not for tradeoft,” tweeted one of their MPs, Sarkawt
Shams, on Wednesday, expressing skepticism about Abdul-Mahdi’s plan.
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The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),
and Gorran have not yet revealed whether they intend to support Abdul-Mahdi’s
plan or not.

The head of Gorran’s bloc, Hoshyar Abdullah, said their decision will be based on
how Kurdish issues and the demands of the Iraqi public are addressed in the
proposed government’s agenda.

There are 23 ministries in the Iraqi Council of Ministers — typically 12 are reserved
for Shiites, six for Sunnis, four for Kurds, and one for Christians.

The mainly Shiite alliances of Sayirun, Hikma, and Fatih are said to be main
supporters of the new cabinet.

Abdul-Mahdi must gain parliament’s approval for his cabinet by November 1 or
someone else will be handed the task.

After calls for votes on cabinet ministers to be done in secret, Muqtada Sadr,
influential leader and head of Sayirun, said on early Wednesday that the vote shall
not be in secret and reiterated his previous remarks that no “old faces” or “corrupt”
people should be included in the new cabinet.
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El Parlamento de Irak refrenda su nuevo Gobierno y nombra a catorce ministros
(RTVE)
24.10.2018

El Parlamento de Irak ha aprobado este miércoles el nombramiento de catorce
nuevos ministros y ha refrendado el programa de Gobierno del nuevo primer
ministro, Adel Abdelmahdi, designado para el cargo a comienzos de octubre.

Abdelmahdi, elegido como una figura tecndcrata y de consenso, ha nombrado a los
nuevos ministros de Exteriores, Finanzas y Petroleo, pero ha dejado vacantes de
momento otras importantes carteras como la de Defensa o Interior, segin ha
informado la television publica.

La cartera de Petroleo ha recaido en Thamir Ghadhban, quien ya ocup6 ese cargo
de forma interina en dos periodos, en 2003 y entre mediados de 2004 y 2005.

Mientras, el veterano politico kurdo Fuad Husein, aspirante a la Presidencia de Irak
derrotado en una votacion en el Parlamento celebrada a comienzos de mes, fue
designado ministro de Finanzas. Husein trabajé desde 2005 como jefe de Gabinete
del presidente de la region auténoma del Kurdistan Masud Barzani.

Para la cartera de Exteriores fue nombrado Mohamed Al al Hakim,
exrepresentante de Irak ante la ONU y exministro de Finanzas y Comunicaciones.

Vacantes Interior o Defensa

De los 22 nuevos ministerios previstos para el nuevo Gobierno, han quedado
vacantes algunas carteras importantes como Interior, Defensa y Planificaciéon, que
deberan ser votadas en los proximos dias.

La sesion del Parlamento se prolong6 hasta pasada la media noche debido a las
tensiones entre varios partidos y diputados de algunas regiones, descontentos con
el reparto de carteras.

Las elecciones del pasado mayo han generado un Parlamento muy dividido en el
que ninguna coalicion ha logrado conformar una mayoria absoluta.
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El Parlamento de Irak aprueba catorce ministros del nuevo Gobierno (La

Vanguardia)
25/10/2018

Bagdad, 25 oct (EFE).- El Parlamento iraqui aprob6 hoy el nombramiento de
catorce nuevos ministros y refrendo el programa de Gobierno del nuevo primer
ministro, Adel Abdelmahdi, designado para el cargo a comienzos de octubre.

Abdelmahdi, elegido como una figura tecndcrata y de consenso, nombro a los
nuevos ministros de Exteriores, Finanzas y Petrdleo, pero dejo vacantes de
momento otras importantes carteras como la de Defensa o Interior, segiin informo
la television publica.

La cartera de Petroleo recay6 en Thamir Ghadhban, quien ya ocup6 ese cargo de
forma interina en dos periodos, en 2003 y entre mediados de 2004 y 2005.

El veterano politico kurdo Fuad Husein, aspirante a la Presidencia de Irak
derrotado en una votacion en el Parlamento celebrada a comienzos de mes, fue
designado ministro de Finanzas.

Husein trabajé desde 2005 como jefe de Gabinete del presidente de la region
autonoma del Kurdistan Masud Barzani.

Para la cartera de Exteriores fue nombrado Mohamed Al al Hakim, ex
representante permanente de Irak ante la ONU y ex ministro de Finanzas y
Comunicaciones.

De los 22 nuevos ministerios previstos para el nuevo Gobierno, han quedado
vacantes algunas carteras importantes como Interior, Defensa y Planificacion, que
deberan ser votadas en los proximos dias.

La sesion del Parlamento se prolong6 hasta pasada la media noche debido a las
tensiones entre varios partidos y diputados de algunas regiones, descontentos con
el reparto de carteras.

Las elecciones del pasado mayo han generado un Parlamento muy dividido en el
que ninguna coalicién ha logrado conformar una mayoria absoluta. EFE
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Parlamento iraquiano da sua confianca a 14 ministros (Em.com.br)
24/10/2018

O Parlamento iraquiano anunciou, nesta quarta-feira (24) a noite, que deu a sua
confiang¢a a 14 ministros do governo do independente Adel Abdel Mahdi, mas os
cargos-chave de Defesa e Interior seguem vazios.

Os 220 deputados presentes - dos 329 eleitos em maio, em uma Camara muito
fragmentada - votaram a favor do programa de governo de Abdel Mahdi.

Aos 76 anos, este ex-ministro de Petroleo conseguiu encarnar um incomum
consenso em um pais cercado por duas poténcias inimigas, Ird e Estados Unidos.

Os deputados deram a sua confianga a 14 ministros, incluindo aos de Relagdes
Exteriores, Financas e Petroleo.

Depois disso, o Parlamento suspendeu a sessdo e anunciou que esta sera retomada
em 6 de novembro para completar o Executivo.

O novo governo enfrenta o grande desafio de reconstrucao, em um pais arrasado
por trés anos de ocupacgdo dos extremistas do grupo Estado Islamico (EI) e de
duros combates.

E terd que fazer frente a varias chagas que provocaram manifestagcdes que
derivaram em atos violentos: a prevaricagdo no 12° pais mais corrupto do mundo, a
escassez de eletricidade e um servigo publico falido. No verdo, 100.000 pessoas
foram hospitalizadas por intoxicagdo com agua na provincia de Basra (sul).

Abdel Mahdi decidiu, pela primeira vez desde as eleigdes multipartidaristas 2005,
prescindir de adjuntos - o seu antecessor tinha trés.

Entre os ministros que obtiveram a confian¢a do Parlamento estdao Thamer Al-
Ghadban para Petroleo (ocupou o cargo de 2004 a 2005), o curdo Fuad Hussein
para Finangas, e Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim (ex-embaixador do Iraque na ONU) para
Relagdes Exteriores, e Luai Al-Jatib, pesquisador no setor da energia, para a pasta
de Eletricidade.
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