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I. INTRODUCTORY SUMMJ.\.R,X 

During the German ad...'Ilinistration of Kamerun some 

460 sqP.are .miles, or 294,ooo acres of land mostly in 

the Victoria and also in the Kumba Division of the 

Carrreroons Province were alienated by the German Govern

me~•.:; to :plantation com:panies, missions and individuals, 

mostly by sale and in some cases by lease. 

These alieri.at:ions were recognized subsequently by 

the British authorities, and after the First World War 

the ex-German estates were placed on sale by auction in 

London. They were purchased mainly by the original 

German owners, and developed with increasing intensity 

for e1:port purposes up to the outbreak of the Second 

l:orld. War. All tb.e German-held lands were then seized 

as .enemy property by the Nigerian Go-vernment, which in 

1946 decid.ed to declare them to be native lands, purchase 

them as a reparation transaction, and lease them to a 

semi-government corporation -- the Cameroons Development 

Corporation for development in the interests of the 

inhabitants of the Territory. 

The Corporation is the largest productive and 

export enter:prise in the Territory. Its role in the 

economy is already important, and its potential value 

is high. 

In the Victoria Division the rj_ght of ownership 

of these ex-enemy lands by the Bakweri a..~d other in

digenous inhabitants is claimed j_n a petition 

(T/PE'l'.4/3 and Additions 1, 2 and 3) which the Trustee- . 

ship Council has instructed the Visiting Missfon to 

investigate fully and present recommendations to the 

Council not later than its sixth session. 

In addition, durins the examination by the 

Trusteeshi:p Council of the annual report for 1947, a 

number of problems relating to the operations of the 

Camercons Development Corporation were raised, to which, 

in accordance with its terms of reference, the Visiting 

Mission is required to give general attention. 

/ A summary 



A srum:na.ry of the problems raised is contajned in 

Chapter VI of this :paper, wh::.ch presents an historical and 

:'actual account of the events leading to the formation of 

the Cameroons Development Corporation and the submission 

of the Bakweri Land CoDJI11ittee petltion. 

a .. 

II. • IITSTORY OF THE PLANTATION &STATES 

Indigenous land Tenure 

Before the arrival of European in the Came~oons, 

the whole of the coastal belt that includes the present 

Victoria Divisfon and parts of the Kumba Division was 

thickly forested, except on the higher slopes of the 

Carneroons Movntain. It is thought probable that scattered 

through these forests were small settlements of hunters 

mainly belonging to the Bambuko tribe and locally known as 

the Eakveri. Now forming the principal indigenous inhabi

t~"'lts of ' the Victoria and Buea districts, they are believed 

to have ccme originally from the northweste:rn slopes of the 

Crunero e,ns Mountain, ·:possibly under the pressure of other 

tribes. 

The men of these settlements engnged mostly in lnmt

ing, while their womenf'olk planted and tended patches of 

food crops for the subsistence of their farnilies. The 

settlements were established in clearings in the forests, 

and each family obtained, according to indigenous custom, 

a prescriptive right to the land occupied by it. The in

digenous system of land tenure in the Cameroons Province 

as a whole, as subsequently determined, recognized and up

held in law by the British authorities, has been explàined 

in the following general terms: 

"The right ·of property in land is derived · 
either from right of conquest or from first • 
occu~ation of a hitherto uninhabited country or 
through long-continued or uncontested use ... It . 
is the native village commnnity or state that. is 
the one and only owner of the whole territory, 
and this village community or state concedes the 
enjoyment and use of its lands to familie.s and · to 
individuals. 

/"The absolute a.._"1.d 
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11 'l'he absolute and irrevocable alienation of 
land to a strange:..~ is not allo\'Jed, ani individual 
o,mership can only be acq_uired over the resul.ts of , 
a man's labour or tbat of his fe.m:Uy and dcpendents, 
and ovcr an area of land which does not include the 
soil itsolf. The ownersliip of the land rernains -
collective, the representatives of the com..uunity, 
whether a single chief or several hea:ds of farnilies, 
being the trustees. 11 l/ 

L '.I'.l1:at· th:;;so ·customary principles in their strictest sense --

particularly the prohibition against absoluto alienation -- were 

contravened at least in the early stages of German devclopmcnt of 

the Ter:citory is apparent from events after 1884. 

b. Acouisit:ton of Land by the Germans 

_· During the Gerr,1an administration of Kamerun, somc 460 square 

miles of land in the Victoria and Kwnba Divisionc wcrc alienated 

by the Germon Governraent to plantation compBnios, missions and 

individuals. Available records of the methods by uhich this was 

done arc not complote, but on the ,-.rhole, the cvidcncc that is 

avé.:.ilablc s1..\:;gests that dm·ing the first 12 ycars of the occupation 

thore ,-ras no regular proceduro, and that land was takcn by 1,,hatovcr 

rner:ns semncd most convcnicnt in each locality concc:cnod -- 1fhothor 

by purchase at small sums l'rom local chiofs, or by simple expropri

ation. Tho German Govemmcnt in turn sold astates into priva te 

hanà.s, or in a mi:nority of cases grantcd lease:,. Othcr lands 

ucrc e.cquircd diroctly, and titlo was rccogniscd by the 
?-J 

govornmont. 

In 1896 Tho Gornmn Governmont Ew,dc an ap:iaront at tcmpt 

to rogul.c.rizc land tenure and lay dmm n d.cfinito policy for 

the future. 'I'hc In:pcrial Docrco of 15 Ju.."10 1896 sots forth 

that cxccpt for the subste.ntiat"cd claims of pcrsons, chicfs or 

nntivo cornmunitios, and cxisting rights of occupation, all 

m·mcrlcss (prosumably unoccupicd) la..'1.d should be dcomcd 

Crown land. Such m·mcrloss lnnd wns rcquircd to be dctcr

mincd by Land Commissions, who woulà also dccidc any claim. 

i4 Annunl Report, 1922, p., 59; sec aJ..so Annual Report, 19h8, p.73. 
Soc Appcndix A of this papor. 



·rc/~-r.1949 /7 
Page 6 

It was fu:cther laid down that when Crown land was occu.pied 

~n the vicinity of existing settlements of native inhabi

tants, areas should be reserved sufficiently to ensure 

their su.bs:l.stence, having regard to future increase of pop

ulat::l on. 

The United Kingdom authorities have pointed out, how

ever, that the demarcation of.Crown land was neve? done 

systematically, nor did. a Land Commission ever deal generally 

wi th all lL'Tloccupied land :ln Kamer-un. When land was required 

for plantation purposes the Commission was convened; if any 

claims were established the owners would be compensated by 

the planter or plantation company, this compensation being 

set off against the purchase price pa:!.d to the Government. 

If the O'Wilers were actually settled withj_n the area they 

would be required to move to reserves outsiô.e the area, on 

the basis, under an agreement of 1904, that 11apart from 

land built and farmed upon by natives each hut is to be 
• 1/ 

given six hectares." -

Such as it was, thie regularization of the alier..a

tion procedure did not in any case take effect until after 

the process had been gains; on for up to twelve years. There 

may be reason to doubt whether the indigenous comiri.unities 

lmew what was happening to their lands; the present Bakweri 

petitioners clai1:3-, for example, that their people did not 

understand the eignificance of the surveys made by the 
• 2/ 

Germans.-

Furthermore, the Administering Authority has stated 

that the Bakweri people ."stoutly resist13d" the German in

vasion)./ and bas also stated its belief that a "wrong" was 

done to the Bakweri tribe of that generation.~/ 

i/ Observatio~s by the U.K.Government 
the Bakweri land cornmittee, T/182, 

g_/ Document T/PET.4/3, p.4 • 

]./ Annual R~port~ 1929, pp.101~4 

"ïj"/ S~e Cbapter III, t:ara (e). 

on the petitions {rom 
pp.3-4 

. ( 

/ The land thus 
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The land thus acg_uired included the best landon 

the lower slopes of the Came:·oons Mountain. In the vfo

toria district, ~here by far the greatest alienation took 

place, more than half of the available area of good land 

fell into the hands of plantation companies. Areas allot

ted. to :mission bodies were also intended for pla.nting· as 

well as for religious and educational purposes. In the 

Victoria district the Bah~reri and other indigenous people 

were left living in what came to be known as "native re

serves" -- area.s of land ë:.otted through and on the frine;es 

of the plantation properties. 

The climate of the Cameroons is not considered well 

r~ited to European settlement, and development of the land 

uri~er the German regime was directed towards filling the 

ships with ca.rgoes of :palm oil and ke:rnels, rubber, cocoa 

and other produce for consumption in Ge1'1llany rather than 

·:.owards prèparing the way for colonization on any E:cale . . 

Almost all of the plantation enterprises • we.re owned. by 

companies registered. and based on Germany itself; they sent 

out :œanagers and tech."licians, and for labour relied en

tirely on Africans. Most of t ~1is labour was drawn from 

a.istricts removed from the plant ations; the Germane appar

ently found the local inha.bita.nts unsuitable or unwilling 

fo~ plantation work, and .in fa.et even in more recent years 

compa:r.atively few of the :Ba.kweri men have been employed. 

The Germen pla.nters were first able to meet their labour 

needs by voluntary recruitment, but as the development 

both of the plantations a.."ld of roaè..s and other publi'? 

works increased, the German administration took over the 

recruitment of all labour on a forced-labour basis. (Under 

the subsequent British administration, both official re

cruiting and forced labour were a.bolished as a ma.tter of 

principle. The British authorities admitted, however, 

that the German regulations for the housing, feeding and 

medical treatment of the conscripted labour ha.d "left 

little to be desi.=-ed". ~lj • 

~/ Annual Report, 1922, p.53 

/ The outbrea.k 
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The outbrea,k of . the First World War, the internraent 

of the Ge:;."'IllanB, and the seizure of their esta tes and other 

properties, brought this ·phase of the development .of the 

plantations to an abrupt end. 

c. Disposal of Es tates after World War I 

When the British authori ties took up the e.dm:tnistra

tion or the British sphere of the Cameroons after its :mil

itary occupation, they mergea. the plantations into a single 

whole and form.ed a gove:rnment department to maintain them 

until their disposal was determined. 

The British authorities were impressed by the physfoal 

results of the German plantera' efforts, describing the 

esta tes as, . on the whole, "wonderful examples of irid.11stry, 

1:Jased on solid scientific kaowledge". 1:,/ A. large amount 

of capital had obvicusly been sunk in the plantations: ex

pensive machinery for curing cocoa, then the main crop had 

been installed at several places and the plantations were 

well equipped with Eu!'opean bungalows, labourera' bouses, 

hospitals, stores and narrow-gauge railways. 

Before 1922 the British authorities decided that it 

would be in the best interests of the Territory and its in

habitants to turn the plantations back into the bands of 

private -- but non-Af'rican -- enterprise. The Lieutenant

Governor of the : outhern Provinces of Nigeria, who admin

istered the Cameroons, reported in 1922 that 

1:,/ 

2/ 

"on the fate of these plantations will 
depend ta a large extent the ·future prosperity 
of the Victoria Division. Provided that due 
allowance 1s made for the requiremcnts of the 
r:ltives, the plantations should be taken over 
by European and .A!lleric.an companies, which alone 
will have sufficient capital and e~""Perience to 
maintain them at their past high level of 
efficiency ànd preserve the good name of the / 
Cameroons for the high qualtty of its cocoa." g 

Annual Report, 1922, p.62 

Ibid. 

/ The possibility 
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The :possibility of returning the lands to thelr 

original indigenous ownere ap:pears to have been cons:!.dered 

but rejected, for the same statement goes on: 

"It willbe impracticable to split up the 
plantations into sn:all plots for native owr...ers, 
without capital it would mean that the buildings 
a.11.d :mach:!.nery would fall into ruina, entailing 
enormous loss, and without the necessary experi
ence dJ.sease would soon spread and the cccoa 
would be destroyed. The resources of civiliza
tion must, therefore, be brought to the aid of 
the native and the plantations sold to companies 

• able to a.evelop them. This policy will be really 
in the best interests of the natives of the 
Province." 

It was a decision that apparently had to be taken on 

the basis of moral and economic consid.erations, for the legal 

:pot:tl tion seems to have involved no difficulties. Prov:!.sion 

for the disposal by sale of the ex-enemy astates was contained 

in the Treaty of Versailles; and as a matter of general appli

cation to ex-enercy property in all the inandated territories 

it was later aclmowledged by the Permanent Mandates Co:mmissicn. 

At its 7th ession the Cc:rnmission adopted a memorandum by 

Lord Lugard which stated, in part: 

"Estates wh:ich were formerly the private 
property of German nationale in her colonies now 
held u.nder Mandate were, under the Treaty of 
Versailles (Art.297 and annex) liable to be 
liquidated by the Allied and Associated Powers 
e~d to be charged with payment of certain classes 
oi' claim against Gen...:i...'1y ... It was no doubt assumed 
that they would be soldat orice and the proceeds 
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of 
the Treaty . . The Mandates Commission has nothing to 
do with their sale or the disposal of the proceeds." 

The United Kingdom au.thori tieipr-eparëd for thè sale of 

the estates l,y recognizing the sales made by the German 

Govern.TJJ.ent, after proof, as conferring rights similar tà 

English freehold under English law and as allowing transfer 

absolutely or on lease, except to ex- e.iemy nationale, · wi th

out restriction. By proclamation (No.38 of 10 October 1922) 

the Public Custodian, in whom ex--German property had been 

vested, was directed to sell the estàtes. Purchase by ex

enemy nationale or corporations ur.der ex-enemy control was 

/ explicitly forbidden 
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explicitly forbidden, and the proceeds of the sale were 

ordered to be paid into the German Liquidation Funa_, a 

reparations account. 

Except for · lands which haa. been .held by German 
.' -! :. ., 

missions (and.which were subsequently taken qver by other 

missions) the estates were put up for sale by public auction 

in London in 1923. In spite of the fact that purchase- by 

British a."ld other Euro:pëan and l\Inerican com:panies had been 
C . 

envisaged, almost all of the property failed to find buyers. 

In the following year the restriction against ex-enemy na

tionale was withdrawn, and now all exèept three small lots 

uere soid -- practically ·all of them to the original German 

owners. (A return compiled in 1936 showed that of all the 

• Victoria and Kumba plantations, 293,678 acres were in German 

hana.s, 19,053 in British and 260 in Swiss.) 1/ The sum 

realized was -~ 224,670, which was paid into the German 

Liquidation Fund. 

Having thus restored the pre-war state of land 

alienation -- even to the nationality and identity of the 

European occupants the British authorities decided _that 

"the scope for alien enterprise already afforded by the 

alienation of very large tracts of land is more than suffi

cient for many years to come and that a check sh6uld now 

be put on any further expansion of the concessionnaire 
' 2/ system in the Cameroons Province".- This policy was given 

leg:îslative effect in 1927 when the applfoation of the 

Nigerian land and Native Rights Ordinance 3./ declared all 

land i.."1 the terri tory - - wi th the exception of the planta

tion estates -- to 'be "native land u.."lder the control and 

subject to the disposition of the Governor, without whose 

consent no title to occupation and use is valid. The 

1/ Annual Report, 1936, p. 
2/ . 
- Annual Report, 1925, p.93 

3./ See: Appendix B of this paper. 

/ Governor is 
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Governor is empowered to grant ri5pts of occupancy for 

de:fin:i.te or inrlefjnite terms to non-nativ~s, anà. to charge 

a rent. Since .the plantation and miesiun lands were 

alienated there has been no appreciable alienation to 

Euro::_;sans. 

d. Development v.nder Mandate Regime 

Having re-purchased almost the entire total_ of their 

o,riginal hold1ngs, the German planters moved back' into the 

Territory in 1925. F:rom that point on, the llistory of the 

~lantations becomes one of increasing expansion and of in

c:reasingly profitable exploitation. 

Some stucly of the manner and circumstances of this 

ph:rne of their development may be considered desirable at 

this point in view of the question raised in the Trusteeship 

Council at its fourth session as to whether the present 

method of disposal of the plantations compensates the Terri

tory adequately or quickly enough for the benefits which may 

have been withheld from it under the previous exploitation 

of the lands. 

After the re-sale of the plantation estates, the 

Europeans, of whom the great majority were German, were 

granted generous commercial privileges in respect of duties 

and taxes; and a flourishing two-way trade wa.s built up with 

Gennany in particular, to which the bulk of the plantation 

produce was shipped and. from which one-half of the Terri

tory's importe -- mostly equipment for the plantations and 

consumer goois sold to the Africans from the planters' own 

stores -- was derived. The Territory enjoyed little share 

o: the proceeds; export duties, taxes and wages were all 

low; and it was estimated in 1936 that from the banana tr-ade 

alone 95 percent of the profit went to the Europeans.1/ 

The more important aspects of this development were 

as follows: 

1/ Minutes of Permanent Mandates Commission, 30th Session 

/ 1. The planters 
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1. Thé planter·s ;were exempted .from paying import 

duties ori "vast quantities" of building rnaterials, 

plant and machirtery which ·they imported for re

construction 'purpcses )=./ 
2. No income tax or other direct tax was imposed on 

l!.v.ropeans until 1931.g/ The tax then imposed was 

at the rate of one percent, and it brought to the 

territorial revenues little more than ~ 1,000 a 

year (e.g. E 1,127 in 1938). The indigenous in

habitants, howéver, were subject to direct truc. 

3, Until 1934 no export duties were applied on 

bananas, which.became the most profitable and the 

chief item of export from the plantaticns. After 

a few months the banana duty was reduced, on the 

prot~st of the planters, from 2 to l½ pence per 

bunch.J/ ·on the Ôther hand the ex:port of cocoa, 

produced mainly by indigenous fermera and èubject 
. - . 

• to eerious price fluctuations, had for many years 

-ben èu·bject to duty. 

4. The Terri tory' s external trade, largèly in the • 

hands of the German plantation companies, was 

developed to the point wherè, in 1938, the 

favourable annual trade surplus reached 130,410 

pounds. Exporte in that year were valued at 

~426,930 and 81.88 per cent of thè volume went to 

Germany. Importa were valued at t 296,520 and 

52.41 -per cent of these came from Germany. In the 

same year, the total government revenues in the 

Cameroons· were estimated at • I.110 ,249, to which the 

export trade, including cocoa ·exports largely 

1/ ' ' 
~ Annual Report, 1925, p.63 
g/ A.T111ual Report, !.9 31 et seq. 

]/ Annual Report, 1934. 

/ produced by 
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p1·oduced by African fa1mers, contributecl 

r, 23,426 end European income tax L 1,127, 

Direct inë.icenous ta:t:es brought L 20 ,olJ. 3 

of wh:!.ch L.o per cent went to the govern

mcnt and the re~ainder to the native 

t:reasuries ):./ 

5. The plantation cornpanies uere not o:i.1ly the 

p:dncipaJ. exportera ·out were also a.."'tlong the 

p:::-inci:pal importera and distributo?·s of con-

sumer goods. .Ccmpany stores we:rB operatod on 

most cf the ple.ntations, and f rom tbese the 

plantation labourers and people living nearby 

purchased clothing and other goods. A cur:ious 

situation arose in the ea.rly 1930' s :in that the 

two-way tracte with Ge:rmn:.0.y so â.ominated the 

econ0my of the area that three of the largest 

companies became short of British currency, and 

obliged their workers to accept neayly one-third 

of their wases in the form of credit notes on the 

company--owned stores. For a time, they actually 

c~1:;,rged. hi3her pr i ces to c1•ed.it-holders than to 

those :paying cash. The British authorlties in

vestigated this practice, but allowed :!.t to con

tinue when it found that such abuses hnd ceased.g/ 

6. Wa5es paid to the plantation labour, which at 

peak mrn1bered about 19,000, were low. In 1938, 

the total wages of a plantation labourer were 

assessed at 7 pence a day. Of this amount, he 

roceived on an average about 30 percent in the 

form of rat:.ons, 20 per cent in crec.li t notes, and 

50 per cent in cadi. The cred.it-note system had 

by that time beoome ·well established; it was in

ter:preted princi:pall;y as a me:-J.ns of securing con

tinui ty of labour and of ensuring business at the 

.!/ Statistics fro:m. Annual P.eport, 1938 

g/ 
Annual Rep·orts, 1936 and 1937 

/ plantation stol'eS, 
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plantation sto~es.1/ It reày be noted here that 

little of whatever benefits these wage s reyre•· 

sented went clirectly to th3 l3ak'weri :r?eople; al

though the BakweYi demcnstrated an ability for 

the more skilled types of work, corep~ratively 

few of them were at any time durjng the I!l.9.ndate 

reg:!.ne attracted to the plantatio:as as coI!11llon 

labourera. In 1938, for exar:_ple , ' of the 19,299 
plantation labourera or..ly 988 were Bak':veri;· the 

Liajori ty Ca!Il.e f:..·cL1 other pa:::-ts of the Carrreroons, 

i nc].ucltng the nor thern a:::- eas, and a considerable 

number ( 4; 705) from the Cemeroons u:rnler French 

administration. 

The disparity between the :p:;:,ofits flowing to European 

o;n1ers and shareholders and the benef~ts derived by the 

Territory and its inhabitants was lmown to the Permanent Man

dates Ccnzn.issioil, and from time to time ouastions on the point 

were raised. At the 14th Se ssion the le.te Lord Lugard., himself 

a former gov-er:nor of Nigaria and the Camerocns, noted that 

• the value cf the estates sold. afte~ the Firs t World War had 

been creQited to the Reparations Accou..~t and had accordi~gly 

been lost to the Terri to~y. Ile noted fm.•ther that although 

the Territory received indirect bene:fits :w way of customs 

revenues i t appeared to derive no direct profit from its 

moet valuable properties. Tbat, he SG.irl, was a handic9.p ta 

the Te:.·ritor;:,r _g/ • 

In the buoyant trade years before the outbreak of the 

Second 'tforld We.r, members of the Corrrm.ission sought informa

tfon as to what measureè wel'e '!Je:i.ng taken to ene:ure tbat 

the incUgenous irumbi.ta~te got the full benofi t of the rising 

trade from the Camercons. The l\.dm:i.nisterinc J\.uthori ty replied 

];/ 
Annual Report, 1938, :pp. 7O-72, 

g/ 
Minutes of 14tb Session 

/ that, although 
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that, although jnd.:lgenous fm:mcrs we:"."e getting dh·ect 

benefi ts as prod:ucers of · cocoa and puJm products, 

"The tn1è.B :i.n bcma:Ga.s and rubber oeing en
ti .. ~ely in the hc.nds of European firms, :lrn:p-rovea. 
conJ.i tfons priw:1,~ily bene±'i t the se fims ana. the 
profits uccr11.ine; to the nat:'..ves are largely indi
rect ... 

"The ques,üjon of the natives getting tl:e 
full benei'it cf trad.e revival :l.s one of econom~.cs 
a.--id it is difficult to see what m,0ful mcaàures the 

" / e,d!n~.nistrc..tion couJ.d take to ensure i t. 1: 
At the 30th Session a meniber o:t' the Permaner.t Man~lates 

Co:r:imission cornmented that the countries w:hich bad derived 

most benefit from the im}lro-red traô.e seemed to be those who 

had. left the League of Nations -- nan1ely Germany, which l,y 

then (1936) had. secured 80 percent o~ the export and 50 per 

cent of the import trade, a..'1.d. Japan, :from which imports of 
21 

cotton and other goods haà. been rapidly increasing. -' 

On the eve of hostilities, fast motor liners an~ 

stenmshi:i;is, with lers than a week bet'ween sailings, were 

carrying most o:' the Cam0roons' bananas, cocoa and palm 

products and a.11 of i t.s raw rubber to a Germany an:ning for 

wa.r in whj_ch the Territor;r itself was to become involved and 

which was again to interrupc abruptly the pettern of :1.ts 

exploit9.tion and, this tirne, to change it rad.ically. As a 

means of "repairing the omissions of the r,ast" and of en

suring that the plantation lands should in future be oper

atecl for the benefit of the Territory and its inhabitants, 

they were placed unde:i.· the control of a public corporation 

j_n 1946. (See Cha:pter lï/: The Ca:me,:oons Development Corporatiol!.) 

e. Other A 1 ien:ited Lanè.s 

The fo:."'I11e:r· Gerr:!an esta tes, as represented by the 

::presen.t holdings of the Cmne::·oons Develo:pment Corporation, 

form by far the greater part (252,766 acres, or 395 square 

miles) of the 294,471 acres alie:nated ;in the Victoria anô. 

Kumba Divisions. 

Annual Report, 1936, pp,71-72 

Minutes of 30th Session 

/ Trad.i11g com:panies 
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Tra0.ing com:pa..'11.es, notabl;t . the United A:fr!ca Company, 

hold 34,260 acres, mostly freehold, inêl.ivjduals occu:py 3,820 

ar::res, all f.reehold, and mjssions 3,625 acres, mcstly free

ho)_d. Less than 2,000 ac:.~es are occùp::..ed by the goverm:r.ent 

for e.gricultural e.nd educutional institut:.ons, goyernment 

stations, aerod.romes ana. so forth. 

Title to the mission la.---ids waa granted "by the Oerman 

Gov-e:rnment and later recognized by the .IJ::!.3erian G-overnment. 

Most of tbem (2,708 acres) are in the hands of the Roman 

Catholic Church, a.'1d the other holdings are occi::pieô. liy a 

Swiss mission ancl. a :B9.ptist mission registered in the United 

tates. ,Tb.e terms a::i.d cond.it::cns o-Z occ1xpe.tion of t!:.sse 

lands were invest:.g.:i.ted. in 19!:.e, but the i'ix1dir!gs are not 

available. 

IIL SCCIAL AND ECCiNOMIC EF7ECTS Ol'J THE J..?IBABI'J'AWl'S . . 

a. Intrcducto::-y 

No indigencius grou:p in the Cameroons has been -more 

directly a...ïd acl.versely affected by the la~ge-scale al:.ena

tion and exploitation of the :plantation la!lds than the 

Bakweri tribe,~/ which forma the greater part of the in

d:!.genous popul9.tion of the Victoria Divi0:.011, the acene of 

the most widespread alienation. 'I'he p1°ocess of alienation 

left them confined to small islands or reserves scattcred 

through the Euro~ean estates. The priucipal effects on 

their economic ar1d social progress, as recorded over the 

years by the Acm.inister:::.ng Authority, have been: 

1. They have harl jnsufficient land for 
subsistence farLJ.ing, on the oasis of 
the fifteen acres per household deeir:.ed 
adequate by the Aù::n.inieter:.ng Authority. 

2. The non-plantation lands have been to a 
consir ... e:·able extar.t over-rvn by sc-called 
"stra:nger" ra tiv-es, j_. e. immigrant families 
who have mo"red in frc:m cither rarte of the 
Territory. 

"J:./ The present nœnber0 _ of the Balnreri people are not lmo"t-m. 
They corupr~se a majority, however, of 15,602 indigenous persans 
who in. 1948 were livine; on native lands in t:i:ie plantation areas, 
"together with 9,515 "stranger natiYes" ana. in ad.dition to some 
16,000 labourers on the plantations. See pa:;:•3. ( d) below. 

/ 3. The scattered 
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3. T:;ie scatte;.·ed nat11re o::' tbe :BaL-weri reserves 
has m:l L . ta•i:.ed e,ga:1 nst the encouragement of co
onerati ve cccoe.--farm~ng and me.rketing, i:c con
t;,ast with the situation in the Kumoa Division 
where alienat:!.0n was on a much sw.aller sca1.e. 

4. The pre3ence runong the Ba kweri people of large 
numbers of plantation labotirers, unma.:rried or 
une.'ble to brjng their wcmen w::: tb. -t.hcm, bas haà. 
serious social consey_uences, leading to the 
SJll'ead. of -renel'eal disease an:l the weakening of 
the morale and stamina of the Bakweri. 

A0.verse effects on the Bakirnr::. rosulting i'rom the 

alienaticn of land. were noteà. early in the mande.te rec;ime by 

the Administe:dng Authority, which reported in 1925 that 

" ... there is no dcubt that their relegation to reserves 
he..s te a large extent me.de th.cm :..ose inte2·est in life, 
ac io d -3llionstl·ated bJ tue d.:! le.:pié'tated state of the1r 
houses ancl their neglect of' m0et sanitary ll'.easures in 
spi te of yeara o~ culture contact with Eurcpeans. Even 
if the land alJ.otted to tnE'm 13.ppea:ts large anou.gh for 
tneir needs, i t is invariably not fert:'.le, for the best 
land has been appo:rtioned. to aliene. 

"Nor is it surpr::.,sl:ig that inte:reot in l:!.fe has bèen 
lost -when they have seen their nat ive or3arl.ization and 
:tnsti tut ions ruthlessly b:i.'oken u:9 to make way for f'orei8Il 
ideas and. e:r:.terprise. 

"While t:t.en it is not argued that the Ilakwerie would 
have culti':ated. the land. 1n ae scienti::::'ic a ma.nuer 
and to such qui.et: p::'.'o:f:!. t a s i t has been by Europcan 
capitalists, the:;."e ::.s little doubt that the:r would tave 
been healthier and he,ppier people :!.f the:.:e had been no 
large ali-:mation of land. but a pclicy of prornot:.'_ng 
production by the native himself on his own land, as 
has been :followed with Eiuch excellent results in the 
Gold Coe.st. The à.evelopmcm-c would bave been slower, 
but 1 t would have boen su:;:er, a :ad i t woul.d have been 
:possible to have n:aintajned the :framework of the native 
system of· e;overrnnent end prese:rved for the pcop:i.e tha t 
racial pride e,nd self-resp0ct which they have now to 
a large extent lost." l/ 

b. Social Effects 

In subsequent r eports tne Administering Authority bas 

pres6nted 0vidence of some iraprovoment in the social conditions 

-fi 
- 1 .4nnual Report, 1925, p.94 

/ of the 13akweri 
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of the Bakwori., but as latc as 1936 thoro Wé::cs furthor m.c:.1tion of 

thcir "lctlmrgy ruid lnck of :initiative 11 chnractcristics which 

the Adrn:inistcrjng Authority admittüd to be more than possibly duo 

to the rcmoval of thcir vill.ac;cs from thcir ancicnt sites and the 
. .1/ 

éJ.:ppropriation of their 12:nd for pJ.antat5.on purposes. The 

Adninistering Authority Las not Jrot r.1n.dc availabJ.e in complote form 

the r csults of its most rocont survoy of tllcir conditiôns. 
y 

Ln e.ctual physical degoi1eration of the Bc.kwori people., sa.id 

to have bcon nt one timo n 11big and virile 11 p._;oplc 1·rllo strongly 
, ,.. I 
:;:; 

ro:3istcd the Gor1,,o.n invasion, has bccn notcd by the Adm:inistoring 

Authority. It uas thought to ho.vo its primc.ry caëlSO in the influx 

of lé::.rgc numbers of L::.bour011 s up to 19,000 -- 11 cc:cuited from 

other and oftcn dist'lnt pnrts of ·sr:c Cc,;.ncroons for ,mrk on the 

plo..ntations. 

l\.t one tino, note ·:Jàs cvon takon of a suggestion thc:t. the 

Bnbmri m:i.ght , in ùtct, be n dying tri te. In 1925 the op:inion 

of 11nativos r:.nd othcrs be st qualified to judgc 11 1::r2cs rccordod to 

the off cet thr•.t the tri be wns on the dcclinc. 'I'hc ciücf roc.son 

soomod to be the moro.l laxity of the uomon P.s n rosult of the 

prosoncc of a largo m.u:·1.bor of unmnrriod Hr,go lo.Lourcrs, c,nd the 

,rco.kcnjng cffuct on the Bc.k1.ruri stock of the spro:'.d of vcnorcnl 

disonsos, Tlwir birthri:'.tc wo.s ut that timo ropor·ccd to have 
y 

declincd. 

The impression wc:.s not c.ltogothcr correct_. howevor , for 

a r cassossmcnt of pop-ulation dur:L.'1g the nox.t fci..·r ycm·s showcd tho.t 

the Bnkuori ,,rorc incrc::>;sing on nornml lincs, cxccpt in one smé'.ll 

group of villc.gcs. It ·w2.s r co.lizod thc:t possibly too possirnistic 
21' 

c. viow ho.d bocn te.ken. 

Novortholcss, the soci~l i.rnp~'.ct of the prcsoncc of 

lc.rgo 111.unbors of non-indi r enous Africo.ns ho.s continucd to 

yt- 1916 - y h.!1l1U~~l Report:; P• 73 Annual Report, 
2/ Annno.l 

~ , 
Report:; 19h8-, p • • 75 y famunl Report, y l,m1u,3l Report, 1929, PP• 101-104 

1925, 
1928, 

/ mnko itsclf 

p.92 
p .. 106 

\ 
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make i tseif felt and the i:.eed for encouraging the imn5.

grant le.boure:::-s to bring their own wŒnen with them. is 

still seen; .J.:./ and partly in the train o:f this pro:>leL1 

and ::partly parallel with it a se:pare.te p:..0 oblem bas arj_sen-

that of tb.e so-callod "str&nger n!1t ives", or Afrjcan indi- • 

vidua.ls and. femilies from other districts who began to 

settle with an air of per man ence on ouch lanè. as tbe 

B~kweri and othe:c of the true ind 1genous inhAbi tants a.id 

not act~ally occv.py. This problem is ét.ealt with 111 a sub

sequen~ section; it rr.ay be mentioned, ho-weYer , that over 

the paet ten or more years the large increase in the 

numbers of the se settlers has d:iminj shed. the arnount of 

land availa"ble to the Balnrer:. and other communi ties and 

eo added to their economlc, 1f not their soc::.al difficultjss. 

c. Econcmic Effects 

Little information :.s ava~.lable as to the exact eco-

nomic :position of the l3akwe:ri~ Sorne of them grow, on their 

own account, cocoa and oil-palm tree□ the pr1nc:!.:pal cash 

crops of the indigm:ous farmcro of the southern part of the 

Te:rri tory -- but the Aaminister1:ng Author~ty ha□ :t.ad little 

good. to say aùout their capacity as farm.e:ri::l. It has variom:ly 

called them "a byword for lazi!').ess a."1.d lack of stamina", g/ 
"not industrio'J.s",J./ "~ot enthusiastic".!3/ The general pic

tu:re g:i. ven is of the Balnreri wome1û'olk à.oing the gr'ea t er 

:part of the v;ork of grow::.ng food !'or each fœnily, and. of the 

men being satiofied wi th the easier taok of raisirig pigs 

and 11vestock :or sa1e to the plantation labourera. The 

actual trading of food.stuffs is a::.so cai'ried. out largely by 

the women. 

It h~s been noted earlier in tbis section, however, that 

the Administer i ng Authority ~as placed enphcsia on the alien

etion of the plantation lands, and the absence of opportunity 

for no::cnal agriculture.l proè.:uction., e.s the reason for the 

lack of interest and. e:nthusiasm of the Bak' .. eri men. That the 

'l/ Annual Report, 19>{8, :p. 75 
2

/ An.~ual Report, 1925, p.92 

J/ Arrnual Report, 1933, p.55 

à/ Annual Report, 1936, p.122 

/ alieuat:ion of 
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alim--:atio:n of tha lanè. altered the possible n:ain course of 

their ecouom1c development became clear in a survey made 

i:o. 1926 of agr:tcultural prospects :ln the C8.oaroons ,Pro'!ince. 

Th!Jn, as now, trJ3 Acbliniertering Authori ty co:nsidereù the 

developm.ent of cocoa f8sl'.IDi:ng, espec:!.ally e.long cooperative 

l:lnes, as perhaps the most fruitful field of cash-crop pro

duction among the ind igenous i.nhabi tante. J3ecause of the 

extent of alionation of lnnd., hovever, the s 0.n ·vey ruled. out 

tllis or any other for:m of agr:::.cultural development as im

practical for the v:;.ctoria DiYision. 

The off:::.cer who mt>.de the survey - - the senior super-: 
] / 

inte:::.d.er.t of agriculture -- rep0rted ~1 that. 

" ... eut of a total of 858 square miles in 
tr..e Vietoris. Divisio:1 onl;r a·b0ut 336 s'±ua:te 
miles a.re what coulcl be t armod rnative land 1 , 

and of that only a co:r:iparatively small propor
tion is nvailable for cv.ltjvation bece.use of 
the :prevalence of mangrove swemp at the mouth 
of the Mu:.:::.go River and rocky erov.nd nea:r the 
Cameroon rnountain. 

"The plantaticn concessions occupy the 
beBt l11nd. on the lower slope3 of the Cum.c:roon 
mou.ntc..in; the remai!lder coï.10:Lstg ol' moun~ain 
land which is practically valueless, at auy 
rate fro:m a native cul-~i'tator' s po:L:r:t cf view." 

IIe ::'ound that the indlgenous cocoa fa:r·ms already ex

isting wer.e so s:mall that the mme:rs could not aff'ord pro:per 

dryi::::ig fe.cilities; and the far.!IlA were so scattered and their 

proà.nction so 10,,: tha.t it would neither be :possible nor 

eco:nom:ic to establish ccope!"ative fac::..lities. 

IIe found "no poes:!.b:I.lity of the extension of oil :palm 

ctütivation by the natives in this Divlsion; the ecarcity 

of land al(.1ne would preclurlc tlüs", and r.o possibili cy of 

extendi:ng the cultivation of other cash cro:ps. Of the 

prospects for the Victoria Division in goneral, he re:ported 

tha.t: 

Extracts from the report i,.ppe~ring in 
Ar.:rnnl Report for 1926, pp .128-133 

/ 

Il • ... oile 1s 



" ... one îs ur.:.fortun-'ltely forced to the con
cluo:l.on that very li ttle can be do::i.e in the Victoria 
Divis:1.on to improve native aêS:r.icultm:al cond.i tions, 
The chief fac·cor j s the lack of J.a:.:id sui table for 
t'.:ie exte:csion of cultivation, :;:.iarticu.larl~,. of ezport
a1:;le cro:ps". 

By the "lack of lend" the ofi':!.cer cJ.early Iile~.nt "lack 

of un••alje:r.ta~ lanà.", sj_nce at the tille les□ thn:.1 one

qi~arter of the plantatfon land had. been 1:r.coug:!1t 1..~nder culti

vation. 

On the other hand: the su:rvey gave a much more optimfotic 

:picture of the pï"os:pects :'or the neighbovring Kumba Division, 

where onJ.y 102 square miles out of some 1~ ,000 sg_v.e.re miles of 

usable ag-ricultural land had been alier.ated. As a reoult of 

the survey the Adminlsterlng Autho:c:'.. ty launc~:ed. in Kumba a 

pl!ln to encourage and develo:p cooperative cocca proèucing 

methods. Kumba remains the most imnorta,n+, indigcnous cocoa growing 
a.rea in t:1e territor;y o • 

The ]akweri poo:ple had little economic contact with 

the profitable development of the plantations except through 

the salo of fooù.stuffs to the planto.tion. labov.:re:..·s. Tb.e only 

part they mig..½.t he.ve played in the plautation operations to 

any great exter,t v~ould have been as orè.ins.ry la"bou.:::-. However, 

they were never greatly attracted to this work. Most of the 

12,000 to 19,000 labourera who ·worked on tha plantations each 

year ca:m.e from other districts, and from as far away as tlte 

Cameroôns unler F1°ench aétrninist1·ation. The Bakireri contributed 

no mure than a few huncired. worko:·s a :rea:::,. It has teen e::::

plained. that they ''c~o not finà. worl-: e.s plantation workers 

congenial", and. that they preferi·ed. pea~ant proprieto:·s:b.ip )=./ 
':['hls suggeotion that they may hs.Ye :'ound ccm111x1 ~!f~ge lalJOur 

be:::ieath their e..bility or their dj_grüty is h0ighte:ned by the 

fa.et that they have been observed. to rnake good artisans, and 

have often occupied the better paid posts of medical dressera, 

• fitters, mecha.nlcs and crafts.1!1'::m)~./ In spite of the diffi

culties caused oy the alienation o:' the land. anâ. the up-roottng 

];./ Annual Report, 1925, p. 88 
2 I 

_/ k.11ual Report, 1929, pp .101-104 

/ of tbeir villages, 
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of their vilhges, their adm.inistrativa capacity has also 
' been :praj_seèl. -- the Bahï-reri Native Authority has be en de-, / 

acrioed as one oZ the most successful in the ~rovince=I __ 

and the people of the Victoria D:lvision as a w~ole have 

b een r ecently described as "exce:ptionally so::_:>hist,icated" _g/ 

d. Problem of "Stranger l'Jatiires" ·--------·--·- • -----
The problem of "stranger n~.tives 11 

-- the.t le to say, 

of the occul)ation of land by in1.igenous :L."'1.dividuals and 

even s:mall colllilluni ties not norrnally belon.ging to the dis--
~ • 

t-rict -- has no1-r assun:ed serious proportio~s in the Victoria 

Divisioa as a whole. 

The infll'.JC t.a.s been the resuJ.t :pe.:;:tly of a natv.ral 

migrato::cy flow and :pe.r-t,ly of the 6ettlir..:g in t:1e area of 

perscns who went th0re origi~ally as plu~tat:lon labour. In 
• 1938 the problen was alreaà.y becom:i.ng acute, v.::td the pro-

portion of "st:::-an6ers" to the total :population <:;f the 

Victoria Division was est!Jnated at one-third; in 1948 an 

indigenous population (presumably mostly Bakweri) of 

15)062 waa living in a!'eas of na·'.::.ive J.a.:i:la in the vici:nity 
-

of the plantations. Living a.ï10::::i13 them ,rnre J.:rm1:!.g:r2:nts to 

the number of 9,515, of whcm 4,896 were ndult males. These 

illi"!ligrants -were in adi i tion. to t è.e BOii1F:: 16,000 pJ.a:.d:u tion 

16.bourers domicllsd on the Corpoyat:!.0 .. 1' a est~:.te.s. In the 

Ba.long a:::ea, in the n0::.·tller.c. J)nrt of the :Di vicio:r:., str:1:ngera 

out-numùersd the indie;enous inhalii-tants '!:>y abcut three to 
q/ 

one.-' ·' 

Resistance to the settle:i!i.et'.t of "st:.·r.:nger natives" 

has been observcd in :most o:1' the Yictor:'ca Divio:l.on, which 

is the only :pa:r-t of the Trust 'l'errito!'y in which the 

p:::-oblem of po:pulntion presaure bas ariaen. ln those parts 

of the Cameroons where land is plenti:ful the imr.iigrant 

st:ranger is welcomed in most native societies, à:nd if he 

proves hirnsel:f a good citizen he may be given the use of 

};/ An::mal Report 1936, p:9.13-17 
! :' 

'2/ - • An:mal Report, 1938, pJ?,97-98, 
See also A1,nual Report J.9!~8, p. 95 

J/ &,nual Report, 1948, pp.75, 95 / la..'1.d. In 
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land. In Vfotoria and :pa rts of Kumba, however, this 

a.tti tude gives place to one of suspicion lest the 

et:range!' or his descendants c la.im full rights over land 

assig.n.ed to his use . This üi :p::!.rticularly trae in the 

case of cocoa :farming; the fact tha.t cocoa is a permanent 

crop reqtüring much labour and ca:re tenè.s to create a 

stro:1g vested. interest a.gai:nst distur"bance, since while 

custom. does not :permit o-.m.ership of the la..nd i tseJ.f to be 

clained 'by the user, i t may allow hi:m to clo.l:m owne:i.1ohip 
1/ 

of the trees .-' 

Native Authorlt:l.es have lJeen atte;],:ptir..g to work out 

a compro:ï:r!.ioe b::,• which the e::mct ter...ns of ag:r.een:ents in 

respect of such land. would oe reg:'..stered in the native 

cou1~ts. The control cf i:rum.:.graticn c•.nd settleme:at of 

strangers in the _plantation area lias also been reccnm:e.nded 

by the o::'ficer who carrfod out the i:nrestigation of condi-
. 0/ 

tions tnera in 1948. ~-

The most irr.rpo:ctant d::!.rection in i./h:Lch the .A.dm.:i.llister

ing Avthori ty }ma acted to improve the lo0t of tb.e Eakw::iri 

apart f:com measureo ta.ken for the b(mef :it of the Territory as 

a whole -- tas been in provldiug them witb. c.dé!.i•::;ionf'.l l and 

for ind.ivid.ual or ho'l..h=Je:1old. farnJng. It is in t h io diTec

tion alno tllat the A.<îmi:.:i:ï.sterir:g AutJ::.ority has souc;lrt to 

n.eet the prese:nt complai;::,.ts of t.he Ba}1-weri peti tioners. 

(See C:O.aptor Y). 

T!::!.e short.age io in ~~l~~r1a t e~ k.:i.1Jl; on the other 

hand, rrany thousands of a8:ce s of the :plm1tation esta.tes 

have r emai:::i:ed uni:.mltivate(l since the:r were al~Lenated uncler 

the Ger.man :cegime. At the t ime of the :British occupation 

during the First World. F.:1r, onJ.y a·bov..t ~-5, 000 of the 

roughly 250 ,ooo acres had been cu.1-~ivated. Tl:e plantera 

were reg_uired in the terme of their titles or lee.ses to 

l/ An.TJ.uè.l Report 19h8, pp. 74, • 94 

~/ Ibid. pp,75 

/ to bri~g addition~l 
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to ·bring aùôit:lona.l acreages Uni.ter cultive.tien each year, 

but 'by 1938 only about 87,000 acres had "been develo:ped)/ 

Fu.!'ther e:xten!3:!.ons of. cult:!.vation w0re inter~·upteà.. by tb.e 

w~r. ·some new· plant:1.ng has • r:::.nce ta.ken place, but eevere.l 

thousand ac:rea have not been brought under cultivatiôn. · 

Neverthelees, the ehortage of land irnned.iately avail

able bet,-reen 1927 and 1932 a total of 1-\) 051 acres of 

plantation land was re-:9urchaoed in the Vïctoria and. Kumba 

DivjsjonC'. The exte11t to which the Bakweri people bene

fitted frc.n. thio he.s not been made e!ltirely cles.r, since 

only 5,039 acre□ are S!'J.OWD. specifico.J.ly to }m.Ye been acquired. 

in the V::tctoria. Divis:tori; furthermore, 20:2e cf the land ·had 

alread.y been oecu1üei\. by i:.tiigeno';.o fau:.U.:.cs, ei ther wit,h-

out their lmowing thet it ,w.o _plantatio-.--,_ le.nt or with the 

tempore.ry permission of the plantatio!l c~)mpord.es. Rowever, 

it has been ste.ted tbat the obiect was to secnro to each 

coI!lD'lunity the possession of an area eaue.l to nine acres per 

adult male; and the Administering Authority reported at the 

tilùe tllat: 

". : . the r:irese:::r~ ucq_,;j,=,i tio~fl rn.ay oc vj.m-red a9 

the finnl act i:a the p:..·ooens ~r ::1.~:1tl~:i:1g a ::œ.1~ g_/ 
done to the :i3ak,'eT.i t:r-i be 1;::. Cs p .. e' ~Ot,a f.0Il-vJ.l. tion. 

For a few yca.ro tr:.e:;~':'o.ft.er-, no f'~_:,·tàe:r. r,1c'ls11r.ea were 

thc1u.ght neces::.ia::y. :r::,;r I]YJ, hm:rever, the ::9ro:i:;_em h-3.cl aga.in 

bsg..m to talrn S:.).apc; :lt v~H; reG0e;:-,L~ed. tbo.t t,..1.tl1.o·:i.gh the 

in11:l13onoü;:i la:::10.s mi6~-~t. ~n-v-e bem-J. s1À..f!'icie:.1t f'01.· tbe food 

.supply of the inhabï tante they lef't little scope for expan

sion o:r for the plar..ti:ng ~f exportr:.:1le crops .J./ No further 

• m.01!e was rJ.ede, howe-,te.1'.' ., 1.m·,~j 1 191;;3, whe:.-\ the Aù . .ni:iietering 

A11ti10:rity sent a seE:1.or Afuaiz::d.str.c:::;ive Of:ficer to investi

gc.te the situation. '.i'he ccntento of hls repo:rt 1 subrtltted 

towa1·à.s the end of the year, have not yet been co:rr.mu.nicated 

to the Trueteeohip Cm.mcj_l exce:pt in a l)rief omma.ry in

cluded in the Annual Report :br 19!~8. Til.e report estin:ates 

11 See Appendix C of this paper 
2/ - A,,7nual Re:r,ort, ·1931, p:p.82-83 -

J/ Annual Report, 1938, pp.96 •. 97 
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t:hat to provide each indigenous ho1.Eehold with a hold~.ng 

of fifteen acres (the basic :.cequirement adopted for the 

purposes of the investigation) a further 25,000 acres 

would have to be released by the plantations. (The report 

also r ecoilllllends the develor,ment of eocial welfare in the 

plantation areas, the encovragement of laboure:.cs to br1.ng 

their wcmen with them, and control of j_;:nrn.1gration into ru:i 

settJ.ement. o.f strangers in the a.ree,. )'1./ 

IV" TEE CA.MEROONS DLVEIOPMENT . CORPORATION 

a. Leg~_slative Action 

One phase of tl!e history -of the Cameroons plantations 

repeated itself exactly in 1939 wlle:n, with the existence of 

astate of war between Germany and. the United Kingdom, the 

British authorities seized all pro:perty belong1ng to enemy 

nationale ana. vested it Jn a Public Custodian. 

At first, an attempt was rrade to keep the pla~tations 

in 11roduction wi th the help cf the Gennun rnanacers and 

technicians, but it wes subseq_uently found necessa.ry to 

inter.a them, and a general rr.ana.ger was appoJnted by the 

Nige:ria..ï Gover:n..--nent in 1940. Fubber production, which the 

Ge:::'!llano had eX3)anded ccnsiderably until the outbreak of the 

war, was fully exploited to help the war effo1·t but the 

bannna crcps -- the greater wealth of t~e plantations -- had 

to be largely neglected, and afterwards the Nii;erian Govern

mant e.0.1.ü tted that "the pro})erties have been run at a loss, 

and they have seriously c!eteriorated during the wart' _g/ 
1-11 th the war over, the governmont announced in 1946 i ts 

:plans for the :'uture of the e:c-enemy esta t es. Exce:pt in one 

important senr,e -- tl:J.e fact that they again involved a repa

rat1ons transaction "by --;rhich their greatly enhanced pu:rchase 

pri,.:;e -;10uld once more be lost to the Trust Te:rritory -- these 

l/ · . 48 - Ann~al Report, 19 , p.75 

2' 
- 1 P,.::,oeeè..ings of Special Session of Nigeria Legislative 

Council. Dec.1946 

/ plans followed 
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plans followed so radical à departure :::'rem thé couroe c.ô.opted. 

after the First World \lar that one of the African mcmbors 

of the N:tgerian Legisla'l:iive Council declared that at fir0t 

glance t11e proposals "seeme.d. too good to be readily belie"Ted 
1/ 

and credi ted". -' 

Tho !):·oposals, as finally ap:proved and since ::;ut tnto 

effect, g/ were that the IHserian Goverr.:ment should. pu:~chase 

the ex-ene:my estates from the Custod:!.an of Ene:my Property, 

declare them to be native le.nds, and lease them to a statu-

tory corporation, the C3.meroons Development Corporation, 

wh:!.ch would o:perate and develop them not for private gajn 

but for the coir.!lt.on benefit of the inhabitants of the'Terri

tory as a whole. The Corporation is given wide :powers not 

only in d.evelo:ping the agricultm:-al production ot' the plan

tations but also jn sett:ing i tself up in business as importera, 

merchants and manufacturera, and enguging in farming, stock 

breeding, fiehing and any other undertaking sa.nctioned by 

the Governor of Nigei,ja. 

Tho Corporation is required to pay direct and. indj.rect 

taxes to the Nigerlan Government as if it were a private 

enterpr-ise. After taxes, payment of ca:9ital and intereet 

on the purcha.se pr~.ce, allocation oz general and epecial 

reserves, and expenditure on the welfare o±' its employees, 

the Co:rporation is requil'ed to make the residue of i ta 

profits available for expe~diture fo~ the general benefit 

of the inhab:itants of the 'l':rust Territory in such manner 

as th0 Governor may dete:rmine. 

The ultinate· objective -- as ete:ted by the government 

. althbu.gh not explicitly provided in the enabllng legisla

_tion -- is to s.tal'f the Corporation ent:trely with inhabi

tants of the Cruneroons and to turn the whole enterprise over 

to tl1e people, possibly on scme cooperat:lve basia. 

1/ Proceedings of ôpecial Session of Nigeria Legislative 
Council~ December 1946. 

'l:/ Extracte from the enabling legielation are conta:'t.ned 
in Ap::,endix D. 

/ These meaeures, 
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The se measures, amour~ting to the "nationalization" of 

the plantations, reflected an e.dmission that the :past 

explo~tat:!_on of tho lands by :private enterprise had not 

operated in the best interests cf the i..'1habHants. Indced, 

the Nigerian Development ~ecretary, after outlining the 

history of the esta tes, à.eclared in the Legislat_:i..ve Cou:..'lcil • 

when he introduced the legielat~o::n: 

"Now we cerne to the end of the war, when it 

is felt tbat the correct thing to dois to repair 

the om.issfons 

of the past a:ii e+isure that thoee lands are acquired 

and operated for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
1/· the Cemeroono . " -

T}10 legislatim1 bad an easy passage throtigh the Ccuncil. 

Ai'rican membe:cs who 1Jpoke applaud.ed the principle underlying 

it. The cnly criticism cf note related to the gover!.l.IlleIJt 1s 

p:".'oporn,l to év.'<lnt the Corporation a 99-year lease of' the 

ple.ntaticns, for the firat 35 years at a rental designed to 

pay off the :purche,se pr5.ce, and for the remeinder at a :pepper

cor:1., or nominal, rate; some of the Afr::.can members suggested 

fixi:i.,g the lease at éo years as a means of givine the people 

o:f the Cameroo~1s a iiJore concrète promise of eventual owner

sh:ip. The Develop:.:ne:it :ecretary re:9lfod that he thought the 

Gove:r:::1ticnt wo,üd asree, su"',.Jiect to the Corporation being 

giYen e. contjnuous option of renewal. 

~.'l!e Legj_olative Cou;::..cil at that time incluo.ed a member 

for the Ca:;r1eroone, Mr. J'. V.:anga Williams. H'3 strongly 

s1,11:pcrted the sche:me, saying that it had been explained to 

tl:1e loc~l j_:.1.h2.bitai::i:!;s in their own lru1guage and it had been 

"welco::ei by all the people". 

Mi·. Manga Willia.:;ns, who is president of the Victoria 

Federate~ Cow1cil (a Native Authority) is now the sole 

Africa:;:1 merri::ie:::- of the board of' the Corporation: 

1:/ Proceedi~gs of Speciel Session, 9 December,1946. 

/b. The Fjnancial 
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. The legal basis for the tre . .nsfer of ovm,e:..·ship of the 

e:;~-ene1,iy plantatioris is similar to thë.t on which they 1.v'ere 

dispcsed of afte1· the fir st \;orld Uar. The transfer takes -'-' vDG 

forra of a re::,arations trans$.ction, and the p1}rchase price, as 

such, is again lost to the Trust Tcrritor;r , being paid bJ t:1e 

i'Uge1·ian Govornment to the Cnstoâ.ian of 3nemy Pro)orty, and 

cntcred as a chn.rg0 against the rcpe.ration s:r.are of the Ur..itcd 
y 

K;ngdom. 

T~1e value of the estatos :'or the purposcs of the 

tra.nsa,ctLm hcs bc:m ~1ogotiatcd bohrccn the Custod~_an, the 

l!igoria:n Govc:tnmcmt and t:10 Ccr9or3.cion, 

o..pproval of the Intor-.î.llicd Rcpcra.tions 

subj cet to the 
y 

Cm,1uission. Tho 

price has be;;n cstir1c..tcd n.t net more tl1an 1850,ooq based on 

a fo:::'nmla by which the frccholds we1·e rcg2.Xded as undovelopQd -

and unimprovcd land, vall)_cd at from 5 tci JO shilli..11gs an acre; 

adàed to this werc the value of ·:;be i.mprovcntmts, compcnsntion 

payrr.cnts for ccrtnin lcascholds~ :.ro n.llowc.ncc wc.s :rr:o.dc for 

goodwill~ 

3cc st::1.tcments of suocin.l rcorcscntc1tivc of tho J.dni:i.nis
tcr.ing l'..utho:..·ity (d;cumcnt T/251) and the Nigcrio.n 
Dcv<}lopnont Scc1·ct :::try (Proccodin6 s of Sr,ccin.l :Session of 

. 1-T:l.gcrio. LcgislC:.tivo Cotir.cil, 9 Docombcr 1946). Article 6 
o:Z the I-'o.ris ugr0om0nt on rcp'1rutions, 19h5, stntcs tht.t 
üuc~1 si:;:_:n2.tory govo1nrr:ont ho.ving jurisdic tion ovcr cxtcrnal 
GcrE1ü11 D..ssots 

li oooSh.J.11, undcr such proccdnrcs as it mn.;r chooso, 
hold or di8poso of Germai cnon.y asscts within i-ts 
jurisdiction in rnnnners dosi3ned to prccludo thcir 
rcturn to Gerr.10.11 m·mcrship or control D.nd shc..11 
chc.rge o..gni.rist its ropnro.t:..on s~w.rc such nssots (net 
of .::i.ccrucd to,..'Ccs, lions, oxponses of ac1.nd.:nistr.::i.tion, 
othor in rem chG.rgcs o.~c;i.nst spccific itons c.nd 
lcgitim:,tc c6ntr.'.'.ct clo.:urn agc.i:1St the Gerr:.nr1 forr.i.or 
ovmcrs of sucl1 c..sscts) • 11 (Art. 6A) 

ITigcric..n Dcvcloprr.ont Sccreto.ry, c,s citcd c.1::o"-rc.. Inforr.ntion 
is not o.vô..ilnblc ns to ,vhcthor the trnnso.ction ho.s bccn 
con.plot cd. 

/Tho vc.luntion 
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Tho W'-lu.'.'.tion of 1850, 000 Qrilotm.ts to s0L10 throo ti.2:,cs 

tho prico rco1izod :J.t the <C-11-ction of the ost,1tos aftcr th,.; 

first \Jorld Hc.r. Tho Uigorion Govcrnr,1cnt is rvising the 2J:J.ount 

by lo::.n, nnd the Corporo.tion is rcq'.1irod to rc:i.JabUl~so tho 

Govorn:r:.ont, idth intorost D .. t ttc r ~te of 3 3;: pcr cent on ou.t

stonding bo.le:.11ccs, by r.1c r.ns of rcnt['.1S cvor 35 yoe:.rs. Profits 

e:.vv.ilo .. blc for the bo:1cf::..t of the Tc:~ritory idll thoroforc be 

dini..riishcd by the c.r:1ou.'1t of this rontal, which in 1948 totallod 

f:JO, Ci45. (The Nigorio..n Budget for 1949-50 shows th:::.t the 

govorr..1nont cx:r:,ccts to rcccivc in thCJ.t yco..r b21,500 in the form 

of intcrost on t:10 cc.pit::.l cost, c.nd bl2.,COO in rcpay,~:ont of 

tllo cc-.:pitnl itsclf }. 

United Eingdo::-.1 to ch.:i.rgo the v.:üuo of the plo.nt:i.tions c.ga.inst 

its :ï.'cp:::.ro..tions sh:.èrc :1.:-,s not bc0n dis::;n::tod, the question w:i.s 

ro..iscd du:ring ti10 fourth S(.)Ssion of tl10 T:rustoostip Counc~.l c.s 

to vrLc thcr tllc govo:.·m;1ont r:ù.[;ht not, in vio:·, of the spocir~l 

circunstc.:icos of the co..::;o ond the 11istory of the p::.·ovicus c::-

ploitc~tion of tho o s té.tcs, considor mc.ki:1g sono intcrnnl c.rrc.nge-

r:i.cmt ·wh:.chw)uld on the one hc..nd rtoot its ropc,.r2..tion ro<;_u:l.roncnts 

but on the cthcr h.:ind redu.cc or romr: -·. c c.ltogcthor the con:3idci·c.'olo 

d.~--c.i11 on tho pro 1.. its îror..1 tho pl[~ntë.i.ticns for the ncxt tl1l.rt;r-fivo 

yoc..rs,. 

~§rnir.gs of -the Corporation. 

/c. Operations 
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The Cê.r.:croons Developn'mt Cc-rporo.tion opcrdcd 1.md,Jr 

gor.orc.l o.ccomto.oility to th0 Govcrnor o.nd Lcgisl o:'.:.ivo Council 

of I:igcrio., to whoi:1 it is rcquircd to s1i.buit cn:w.cl reports ;:,nd 

['.Ccounts. Its constitution providcs for r. boc.rd of u9 to 

ni.ne ncnbcrs, c.ll to be c.ppointcd by the Govornor. Eo l osis-

lr.tivo provisicn is ne.de for spocific rcprosento..tion of .:.m.y 

intc:cc sts ; but it h:.-i. s bcon stc,tcd th~~t 

11 thc intention is th::.t thcrc shn.11 be inc:;,,•cc.sing 
rcprcscnto..tion of the ~eo9lc of tho Cnucr ocns on 
tho..t Bo~.rà. Of nocossity- ttc r oprcscntc,ticn ·uill 
be SL'°-11 in t:10 bcginning., b,:;cc.use •...• thcrc .::.rc 
not r:,cny people ,i:.l':.c::..·c 1·-Iho ~c conpctont o..t this 
stc.gc to dccl w ith higi:lly coi:1:plc::: b'usi.'1css. 11 1/ 
S:l .. nco its inccption., the Bac.rd hc..s hc.d one Africc...'1 ccubor 

fron the Cc.norocns - Er. J. lfongr. :!illi~:1s . The r.,cr.:borship of 

t he Bo:'.rd., up to the c cxly pc;rt of 1949, lié'.S i".S follov:-s: 

1. Hr e Fe :S o ·V. Sr.:i th, f on.1er Ei,gericn Dcvclorr.1ont 
Scc:cct.::i.r:r, Cho.ir..1.:-.n .:nd Chief E:rncutivc Officcr 

2, .i JI'. J ~ };:ongo.. 11 illiQJ.1s 
3. Diroctor of C or.~.::crcc md Industr:.cs, :Hgc:::-io.. 
!+e Gcnor.:.l :;::c.n r.6cr of tl:c liigcric.n Ro.iltr.:i.y 
5 o iir~ H o J" Co Rich.:~ràs of London 
6" l-1~0 Go G~ Ro 3hn.!'p of Jo .. L:::..icc. 

Ti·:c appointr.:.c!1t of a. sc co11d r.1crJbor rcsidont in tl-10 

Cé'J':,c roons uc.s cx::cctcd in 1949. It is ne t lmown whcth;;r ho is 

o.n 11.frico.n ~ 

Tl:c Cori:::orc;ti,;:,,n :1lso hc..s :1 director cf v:clfcœo .'.:'.nd 

socio.l services (Sir R.::ùph Stonohcn), .:...'1.d in 1948 h.:i.d en its 

o.dninist:-o.tive s'.:'...-:d tcclmico.l stc..ff 74 scaior colcnio.1 sorvicc 

officcrs, é'..ll 11oxpc..tri.:.tos" (prcsu:.,;:,,bJ..;r Euro:r,:c.::m ), <:.nd 368 

junior service officcrs, in addition to the l.::i.bour fo:ccc. 

1/ :Gxccpt 1:.hcrc othcruisc stc..tcd, the d.:.to. hcrcin is t.::i.l:on fron 
the ;~:1r,ucl • Reports of t~1c Corpo1·0.tion for 194? and 1S;48. 

/Tho Corpor.:.tion 
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The Corrorntion is requircd to tcke s-ccps to trriin 

11Cc.acrooni~'!ls II for highcr .:ind nor·o tccLnico.1 posit icn~, ~md 

in 1948 su subordino.tos wcro p·or.1otod to ofi'icor rc.nk. Tho 

Corporc.tion hns found, bmrcv0r ! th ,'lt i;1cn with o~:tondod 

pract ic ::1 oxporionce sui'fer fron so:cious deficicncies in b:Jsic 

oè.uco.tion. L-i l;L~8 i t .'.'..llot tod ~1500 to ino.ugur c,to a schc111r-

ship systcn for tro..ining r.::nging fron th2.t of .?.rtiso..ns to 

u..11.ivursity cduco.tion. Tho nunbor of c.:mdidntcs uns disn.ppoint-

ing; the Corporc.ticn ho.s, jn f~ct found it difficu.lt, bcc ~usc 

of the rolntivoly lo~r st.:mdcrà of oduc:J.tion in the 'l'rust Tcr:ci-

tory, to givo où:cct to i ts cl.Jsirc to ,:.e0t the 11vc:c:r strongly 

m:prcss0d 11 --rishcs of the Cni,,crc,ons :pcor,lc t~-int locnl :i.nhnbitc.nts 

shcu~cl be ouploycd o.s fr.r o.s :Jossiblc in c..11 its ·work,. 

E.::-..rl;7 in 19L~9 the hc.:i.d office of the Corporn.t2.on wns 

:-.:cvcd f:i.•01.1 Lo.gos, i'Ji:::;crin, to Bote. in the Co.n\._;:coons. 'l'hc 

chc..ir. . .o.n rncl clliof œ.:ccutivo officor 1:~'.)Vcd his ros~ dcnco 

tl1crc c., t tl10 sD..:_:c tir_1c. 

( ii) I' r odu.cticn 

Forty-ninc astates, tok.lling sliEhtJ.y uorc t hcn 250,COO 

c.c:~os, o..ro hcld by tho Corpor:'.tion. One L::portc.nt fro::;?1olù 

os·t.~·.to o: soue 15,58h c.crcs, ·lmci~n o.s Likor.ibc. ost.:::~tc, wc,s for 

r::.'.'cn;y ;jcnths t ho s~bjcct of o. c]_c..iu n.llci:i.ng 11bcnoficic..l o1'mcrshi:p 11 

1/ 
by the . British cor.rp:my of Eldcrs c.nd Fyffcs Linitod t:œough 

ri.;hts o.c quirod fror.. n. Gcrr.10.n conp~ny o Lgrcc:-.1cnt ho.s rcH bccn 

T~1is cœ.1po.ny is tlso the corporo..tion I s so.los o.go:nt for 
its bo.ne'..nc. ol...itput ( sec 'oolow). 

/rco.chcd by 
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rcc.chcd by 1-,hich this cowp~.ny c.nd the Likoubc. Conyr.ny in 

Gor::10.ny ho.va trc.."1.sforrcd . nll thcir into1·0 st in the cst~.to to 

t~1c Govcrnor, in rcturn for pcrr.ùssion bcing ginntod to Eld0:cs 

c..r1.d F;rffcs to lcnsc for 18 ycc.rs such • 1tcnd on the cst::'..tc as thcy 

consiC:cr suito.blc fo1~ bnnnnc. Gr01,1b1.g. The Corporntion nr.:no.god 

tl10 ost.:,..to until 31 Ho.rch 1949; its L':1:?0rksnt b:?....'1. ·m1. output is 

incluè.cd in the corporation I s production figures t'..lt prcsur.:o.bly 

not in its fi:1nncic.l c.ccounts. i. fu::.'t::1er csto.te in the se.Lo 

c.roc.. is CM.ried by the United 1..frico. Cor:ipc.n;y. 

Tho throc principc:.l produ.cts oî tbc Ccrporc.tion 1 s estc..tcs 

c.rc bc.nnno.s, oil palr.i prcd.ucts :1nè rt1.bbcr. • Btnc.no..s nrc nc.rkoted 

undor nn nrrc.ngœ;icnt 1:ith Eld·:.11~s & Fyffcs Ltd. • a.s sa.les nnd 

shipping o.gcnts who, in turn, po.3s ovcr ti.10 b:'.n2I1ns to the 

B:;:itish J.ïiaistry of Food. In 1947 the l:inistry Lo.de "quitc o.. 

substc.nti::ù profit 11 :in so.los to the 1,rholcsnlc fruit trn.dc i.."1. the 

United Kin3do:-.1, TOtê;.l pr8c:uction in thr.t JTOL1.r w.'.';s 2,822,139 stcr.1s, 

of uhich 1.6 üillion cru;ic frou the corpor.".tion I s cst.:'.tcso Houo~vor, 

shipping :::-.rro.n60:.1,:.mts w~rc uns1:.tisfc..ctorj', o:id sor.:o b/+OO., COO Forth 

of t he corporo.tion I s bo.no..no.s coulc1. not be exported. In 1948, 

howcvcr, with totcl. production (including Lil-:owbo.) 6roc.tly in-

creo.sed t..t 4 i.:illion sto:.,s, full export wc..s possible, nnd the 

corporo.tici1 ! s revenue fro::-.1 6roon b::11.1i::.nc.s rose fr0n 1337., '793 to 

I:733,423" Ecw plo.ntin6s o.rc ex:;_:;octod. to incrcc..sc totë;.l Co.1::.croons 

prcduction dill furthcr to 5 Ll..i.lli0n stc,:1s in 1949 w."1.d 8 r.ti.llion 

Soue 17,000 c~cros of rubbor tro-:;s, nc..ny of thcr.1 bb.dly 

plo.ntcd nnd gcncro.lly uncconœ.d.c, p1~oduc cd bl28, 000 wo rth of 

rubbcr in 194-7 but romùtod in c.. sucll loss. Production wo.s 

/ ~bout the so.::1e 
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l::as been ke;::,t at n 
y 

prospects. Becrn:se 

of the declining state o:f.' the r.-1c..rl;:e t the Nïgerir.i1 Governn:cnt 

abolished in ~·.ugust 191+7 the ex1::ort dt~ty of 2 r-ence per lb. 

on rubber. The product is solcl. on the I,ondcn r.iarket th:.:ough 

nori;:nl tr.::i.de cho.ff1els. 

Oil pa].Jrl production in 19/i.7 1,as totall.y "Lmcconomic, i·es1G.t-

ing in· a loss of 115 ,OCO bccausc of the sc fi,ttc:ccd end ,;,. .. sc..:.:.:.sfr.ct

ory no.tllre of ti~c p1a.ntil1gs and àctc:::·io:.·ation of oil pressing 

nnd othc:;.~ mnchincry end trn.'1spo:ct fc.cilitics. Evon ui th irn.-

pro7od cf::Lcioncy in 1948 the pc.l.L.s uero not profitable lmtil n 

mc.tcric.1. :i.Jr,provoJ,:cnt wc.s rnc.de towéJ.I'ds the end of tho yccx in the 

2-occl priccs fi.'-::cd by the ·.~est :.frico.i1. P1~octucc Cœ,.trol Board, 

throt1gi.1 1,rhich ~l C~!moroons pc.]J:t produco is sold.. Tho Corporn-

tion, ho'.:cvc:1·, .:'..'c-1.t it to be iti.; duty to conti1111c production in 

ord~; :;.~ to uc.i::rto.:.n 0EploJ1.1cnt end bcc2."'..lse of th., wo rld shorti.,go of 

oils C:.J.,d fl'.ts. .;_ lon.6-torI:: now-pl~'.ntil1g progro.rJ,,1c haG bcon 

:C:;..-p~,s:..on of cococ. proG.uction, on tho be.sis of sr.1.:i.ll 

pl c.nto.tions lcft by t l1c Gcr:.1,::n m-:ncrs., ho.s c.lso bce;n 1.mdor con-

sid.01·0.tion., The Corporc.tioël nlso opcro.t..;s d:.iiry end vc;;ctablc 

.:-'.J.rr:1s ::cr suppl;y to c:::iplo:rccs .:r!d othors, nnd is :i.n:r;orting :pigs 

o..nd cst.:,.blishin6 flccks of shcep for the scDo purposo. It is 

instc,lli.11g :.i.cu cc;_uipr:1cr:.t in the plc.nt .:,.ti,Jns , such .:.s rcilv,ay 

1/ Tho qucst:.on no.y be rc.isod c.s to the possibility th.:.t the 
o.grcoIJ.cnt bot,-rc -::n the Go7crn.r:,cnts of the Unit:Jd Stntos c.nd 
tho Unit0d. IO.ngà.or,i i.'1 Scptcr,1bcr 1949 to c.llow grontcr use 
of r1.:hhcr , as ngo,in st sy.nthctic s , in tyrc nc.nufo.cturo :in 
tl:c lbitcd Sto.tos, • in ordor to ir.1provo the r::nrke t thcro 
for Br:.tish rubber, 1,-rill [,ffcct fut uro dovolopr.ont :;:;lc.ns. 

/tro.cks, locor.:ctivos, 
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tro,cks, • 1ocouotivcs, rollil1g stock, oil r.15..11s, :i.otor trrè' :s , 

l::'.unchcs cn.d bc.rgcs, o.ncl cloctricit:- 6011c1'c.tor-s. 

In its first ;;7cc.r, 1947, the Cor)or::tion sh owcd 2. pro:it 

of bl78,275. Of this, the subdc.ritic..l m.JJJ of :fil5S,OOO vrc.::; sot 

n.sidc for incor.c tex p2.yc.ble o..t tl-.c fl:1.t :::' .'.:.te of 7 shgs. 6 ::uncc 

in the r:oun6., to the Nigorim Govornr.:cnt for h:o c.nd c. quo.rtcr 

to..-x: :i.ssossr:cnt y:)c.rs, up to 1948/i,,.9. , .. rkùtti1;.g th~.._t this vms o. 

h.:::;2.vy cor.1r;iitnont to be providccl in the first ;yo".r, the Corporc,-

tion st::i.tcd thc.t té;...X provision in subscqucnt y·co..rs wou2-d be rc

quircd to be cc.lculc.tcd for c. single ycc,r cnly. The b::;1.'.'.ncc of 

!:il9 956 ,;,ms co..rriod forvn.:c d, in viou o:f hoc.:v:r cor:adtrcnts for 
. ' 
cc.pikl .:ènd othcr cqui·)nont o.nd stores.. no p.::i.rt of the p~o.fit 

1-r~s ·'.:,hc.i::oforo .c.vdl2.olo for t he ,g0noro.l bcnofit of the Tr:ust 

Doubling its profit to 1-31+3,396 in 1943, the Corporc,ti0n 

D.go.in f ovnd it m:ccss::::c;7 to set c.siclc n. substc,ntio.l s1Jn - -

I:,209,000 in Nigorio.n to..xcs,. In o.ccordo.nco uith its stc.tutc, 

the Gor~oro.tic•n thcn l::.id 1:rior ·cl2.iL1 on the profits in ordcr to 

cstc.blish ros;:;rvcs for hospitc.ls, disponso.rics, i.,odicc.l O<;_u:t:),;,out, 

cducr.ticntl fc.cilitics, rchousing, :c:·opl o.nting e:.nd hurricane 

risks (bl00,000). The rcsiduo of the pror'i ts, b54,352, V!c.s r_o.dc 

o.vc.ilc:blo to t he Govcrnor for Q.pplicc.ti en tci the Tcrritor;y- c.s o. 

uholo. 

~::pc:..1dit11rc ns wcll o.s r 0vc.muc hncl substantioJ.ly incrco.scd 

ovcr 191+7. The first full yoo.r I s rcnt ~,l ( the r :-Jpo.:>r.:cnt 1·1ith 

intorcst of t he r:n...rch~sc p1~icc) wns du0, and this cJ.1ot1ntcd to 

b30,Cl+5. l!ow cc...nstruction, cquip-.:ont c.nd othcr dcforrcd r.1D.in

ton.'.:!.nce é:':J:.10untod to 3:,80, 000; n grn.tuity fïmd for the st.:1ff cost 

b15,COO; nnd cxpcndituro on socinl nnd wolfc.rc nctivitios, 

/pr:i.nn.rily for 
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prir:mrily fo:r t"to eupJ.oycos, 2r.1c.,untod to bl0,5640 

T:1e fo1lm ring figures t;:i.l:on frou ttc c..nnuoJ. o.cco1.1nts of 

ttc C0rp::iro.tio!l for 1947 C.."1d 1943 show tho toto.ls o..nd rn-.i .. '1. itcr.ls 

of revenue w1cl ox,Jcndi turc, i:nd the dis!J0S,'J.l of tho profits: 

(1) Revenues 

Totc.l revenue • • • • • • • • • e 

1-:.:.:..in j_tc:-.1s: 
Green bœ1CT10.s • • • • • • • • 
I,ried be.ne.no.::, • • • • 0 • • • 
Eubbor • • ••• • • • 
PnJJ.1 products • • • • • •• , 
0thor products ••••••• 
:.gcncy f ces • • ,, • .• • • • 

Tot c.l cxrJcnùi t ure • V • • e e 0 

Mo.:1.n itous: 
Proc:uction, ·w,::,.gcs otc • • • • 
Ir.:prcvcr.cn ts • • • o 

Hcnk.l to Govt, of Higcrir .•• 
Sto.ff gr:1tuit;-;r func.1 e • • • • 
Def crruc: u.:i.intcnc.r.cc. • • ~ • 
I-I0 0.cl office . • • - • . • e 

Socic-.1 & wclf::ro ••••• ~ • 

(;) PrDfits 

Pro:Zit for yo~r (bof ore to.x:). . 

Dior,osc.l of profits: 
'i1~..xo.tion o ,,, " • , • o • 

Gcncrc.l oncl s rucic.l rcise:rvos 
C c,:i.'ricc: f orw,".rcl 
: .lloco..tod to Govc1·nor for 

boncfit of Ccn0r o0ns 

(lfr:o ::::peci f ic pr ovis i on shm,m. 

1947 

b539 .,498 

337:, 793 
11; 543 

103;522 
,-,, -679 
).) , ' 

6:,251 
26., 7J.0 

361,223 

317:,506 
23; 591 
4,87J 
... (1) 

(1) 
11,73h 

- (1) 

173,275 

158,000 
nil 

19,956 

nil 

19h8 

b999,788 

733;h23 
6,13,3 

12(\048 
74:,/i.68 

5:,638 
52,078 

656,391 

459:,Li.19 
32,021 
30,845 
15:,0û0 
B0_,000 
16,81:-7 
10,564 

343,397 

209:,000 
100,000 

(scu bolow) 

The c..ccounts of the Corpor~tion, outl:i.ncù c..bovo, show thc..t 

by contrc.st wi th t 1-:c si t u::-.ticn cxist:i.:1g uhon the plc.n.tr-.ticn 

wcro i.'1. rriv:'.:co ho,nds, c.. v cry l o.rc;c po.rt of the :i.nccGo frou tr.o 

cstn.tcs now fin-Js its WC.J7 irito the troc..sury of the Nigcric.n 

Govcrnncnt. 

/It nc..y be 
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It 1:1c.y 1::c rocc,llcd horc t::è.t the 6.c'.r.d.nist:i:'c.tivc 61c: · 

fisc·c.1 integrc.ticn of the Cc .. uorocns i:üth îügcric is so cor:.pJ;; t.c 

th::.t nlth:)ugh for the bc:ncfit of the T1·ustecshir, Council nn effort 

is u1 c'..c to scpo.rc.te the o.ccotmts of ·the Trust Tor:·it '>r;y- fron thosc 

of in c.ctuo.l pro.cticc no such clistinction . is Lt:.r.~o, 'i1ho 

1:,ro.ctico.l o.ck1inist1,.;c.tion of th.:; intogr,:,.tod tcr::.~itorio::; is bc.sccl on 

o. single, L--iclivic~iblc twlcot, i11 1·,h:ich tl~c rov::mucs froL nncl 

cxpcndlturos in the Trust Î (}rritory ~s . such c.ro not doc.lt w::.th 

·. 
The :.~.uinistcrin[; :,uthority l'lL'...s c.ccorc:ini:::;ly pointcà out 

tho.t bccc..usc of this int:::lgrc..tion, c.nd be cc.use i ts . .:'.l)l"Jl'OJ-::L10. te • 

bstii:,c.tcs of pu:ccly C c.r.,crocns fine.nec s sr:ci·r ti1tèt r:.orc 1.x.inc:' is 

spcnt in the Tcrritory thc.n is co.rncd frcn it, the fürritory 

loscs nothi..rig, but r.::i.thcr gc..ins ,- by ~Jé'.ying its • t~cs -;nto tllc 

During the . cxc..:.1inL:tion o.t its fourth session of the 

c.nnt,c.l report for 19h7, the Trustccsllip Ccuncil rcc01:JLcnc:ccl 

th .:i.t. pcnclinr~ o.. finc.l soluticn of t~10 sc c.ù.ùnistr~tiv0 

cituo.tion ci.nù to.kc stops or ir1stituto r.oé'.surcs such 

ono.blc the. Trustooshin Council botter to p:1rforn. the 

c~'L!tios m:.l functions vcstcd jn it by the Clleèrtor. 

In trc light cf tbis rocorir_:cnclc.tion, end in viow of the 

fc.ct thc..t the C o.r:.u::.~oons Dcvcloi~r:.ont è or:ior.':!.ti~n is still in its 

foruo.tiv·c stoGc, is scvc:·c.l yc.::.rs ::-.wo::: frcu fuJ.l oo.rning C,:è.pa.city, 

nnd is rotcntic.lly the L1ost iu1:ortnnt cconcr.ri.c fc.ctor in ttc 

Tcrritor:t, sœ::c w'1c.lysis is r.nc:c bolow of :.hc c.".isr.icsition of its 

czr.,cndi tlli~c s c.s bctvmun IJ ic;crin nnd the C .:u.:oroons p 

/The croc.test 
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Tho gr o:t"t. c st contribution uhich t he Cor p01•,:i.tion hc.s L'o..de 

to the ~Jiseriun truo..sury so f ::i.r iS in the f oru of t!ircct tn.x2.-

tion at tho r c:ce of 7 she s. 6 pe:1c c :-ï.n th:! :;-:ound. 

In c.ddition, tho i.ügc1·io.n Govornr.:cnt c ollc~ts ex:_-:ort C!l.:l 

i q:ort clutios ( c •0 • 3 pence per count buncl1 or sten of bc.;1::1.11:.:.s, 

I:6} per t on of cocoa , b2 per t on of :x.L. .i oil unJ kcrncls) on 

the producc shippecl by t he Cor 1)or~ition ::tnù on so:::c of the L,o..tcr-

io.ls onc.l stores which it ir:iports. Thosc chc.rgc s o..i.:01.mt cC.:: t o 

o.bout fi20,COO i.'1 1947 c.ncl probé'.bly not lcss t hc.n tho..t fi cllX'c in 
y 

1948. 

FCT'tl:i,crnorc, the c..nnuc.l ront~l .(bJ0, 845 in 1948), i;hile 

not ropresenting c. gcin to th0 IJi6eritm trcnsury, sinco it con

sists of repo..yr.:ont of the purchnse pricc rnised by 102.n by t he 

c;ovcrnr.:cnt, ùocs represcnt u di u inuticn of pr ofits nvo..ilnbl 0 

llircctly for the bcnefit of the Co.r.:croons. Direct pc.;y::,cnts ;_,c,dc 

to or sot a.sicle for the Ni::;eria'1 trcnsury in the first ti'fo y o:::.rs 

r.w.y bo csti;:10.tod nt so:-.10 :Sh40,000, or ne,;.rly ninc tL1c s o.s uuèh 

c.s the sinclc nlloco.tion of b54,352 for the ~ircct bencfit of the 

Trust Terri tory. The pay::.1onts t o or provisions for I'licerin ure 

us f ollows: . 

Inc one to.x. • • • • • • • • • • • 
Inport &· export clutios. o •• o • 
Rcntal o • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Tot o..ls (n.pprox.) b 

1947 
153, 000 

20, 000 
4~8/i.7 

182,847 

1948 
209,000 

20,000 (1) 
30, Gh5 

b 259,8h5 

y I:o figur·c is c..v nilc..'blc for 19M!. Howovor, it :ic.s bccn 
presun cd thc..t the increo..scd :ccvcnuo dorivoc.l fr or.1 the 
crcn.tly incrco.scd bo.nmo._ cxports ua,y hc-.vo • boon l c..r ;:cly 
offset by the D.iJolition of duty on rubbor. 

/ .. -~ t1-,o s--,•··o i .. L, ',1,... 1., .,.;. ~. 
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At the sa.me time, it may be noted that the sur.is providcd 

for incarne tax are sorr:ct,hat largor than the tax duc on the actual 

opero.tions of 1%-7 2-nd 1948, since provision is made pe.rtly 

against future opcrations. 

L, addition it may be considcrod that not onl;r 1·rill t ::c su:c

plus profit availablc for the Camcroons genore.lly incroasc w:Lth 

rising produ.ction and -1 diminution of reconstruction costs, but 

also that tho 1-ra{:;C;S paid by the cor~1or,:.tion o.nd the socio.l o.nd 

educ2.tional facilitios v1hich it is rcquircd to providc arc of 

furthcr direct and indirect bcncfit ta the Trust Tcrritor;y, c von 

if primc.rily to thoso of its people who ai,e oinploycd by the 

Corporation. 

Taking those factors into account, o.11 or no.rt of the fo1lm:

:L'1g items of expenditure reprcsent boncfits ta the Trust Tcrrito1·;y:-

Surplus ~rofits •• • • • • 
Ungos • • a • • • • o • • • 
Staff gratuity fund •••• 
Social nnd wolfo.re ••••• 

Totnls 

191+7 
·Nil 

335,637 
(1) 

-- (1) 
I, 335,637 

19!,8 
54;352 

435,959 
15;000 
10;564 

b 515,875 

Further ! socic.l mid educ e.tional 'oonofits ::re :L,-,_tcndcd to be 

provided out of the :;100,000 ruscrvc fund sot c.side by the 

Corporo.tion in 1948. On the othcr li:::~nd, tho proportion of the se 

sums reprcsenting sal2.rios· pt.id to :t...'1d bon<.Jfits cnjoycd by 

Europcan stn.ff -- for instl'.nco, the housing of se;nior offic0r s , 

to which high priority hc..s bccn givcn -- is not knm·m. FuTtllcr

morc, it may be noted th.:1t 5,864 cmploycos, or one third of tho 

l.'.lbour force of 17,910 in 1948, woro not inhn.bit o.nts of the 

C o.mcroons but CQ.'nc from !J: geria nnd the C runcroons und.or Frer:.ch 

administ::.~c.tion. 

(1) No specific allocation. 

/o. Lcbour a11d 
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Africnns cmployod by tho Corporntion. 1n 191+8 totallcd 17, 9~.C, 

of whom nll exccpt 368 comprisod the n.ctue:.l pJ.c..nto.tion labeur 

force. Sorne 12,000 ucrc indigcnot~.s inhc.bito..nts of the; Co.mcroons, 

rcprcscnting, :in numbcrs rc.nging from n. single mo.n to r.:orc t hon 

2,200, ncc.rly cight:r difforcnt t:cibcs or loco.litics. Bn:.cwcri 

cmployccs numbcred ne(œly 1) 5;.;0 -- considornb1y more thc.n c.t <-'.ny 

timc undor privato cntcrprise. 

In c.ddition, 2,662 wo1·kcrs uorc listed c.s co:r:.i..rig :from the 

Cnmcroons under French ndministration, a.nd 3,202 wore clnssif:i.ed 

o.s Nic;crians e-.nd cthors. 

i J[l~e rates c,rc snbsto.ntio.lly hi::;hor th~'.n bcfore the w:.r. 

During 1947 thoy worc fi.xed, rctrospectivoly to the bcginning of 

19h6, 2.t tho provo..iling govornment rn.te s st :,.rting o.t 15 ponce n. 

do.y. f:.s from Novembor 191+8, the basic rc.te uns increo.scd to 18 

pence ;:. d.::.y to moc t c.. furth,.:::r riso in the cost of living . The 

bc:.sic rn.to o..pr,lics to unstillod lc..bour; throc :Lntormedic.tc gr2.dcs 

rc.ngc from 19 pence to 3 shillings 9 pence; trc.de-t csted sl:illod 

lc.bour from b72 to ±:150 c'.l. yoc.r; o..nd cl-::: ricl'-1 from 2 shgs 3 pence 

o.. de.y to bl02 e. ye.::i.r. Junior servi cc om:'.)loyo ~ s , of uhon ·thcre 

uere 368 in l 9h8, rocoi vc from b72 t o b3 50 c~ yc, ;'.r, in lino ,,ri th 

oquivnlont Nige:;.~j_n.,,"1 Govornrno::it posts. Tho scnicr (Europoc.n) 

c.nd junior service sta.ffs ho.va c. providcnt fund t o i.·rhich t:10 

Corpor-'.'.tion contributc:s cquo..l c,mounts. All o::-,1ploy0cs, fr om 

senior off:Lccrs to unsl:illcd ln.bourcrs, .'.:'.l'e providcd ,ri th frce 

housing. Tho Corpor:J.~:..on is cmpow0rcd to pC'-y bonuscs t o p-.:rsons 

in continuons ornploymont, c.s ,:,,n incontive to tho cr::.plo~1mcnt cf 

inho.bito.nts of the C:;.moroons. 

• /Strikcs 
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Strikcs ['.nd othcr lo.bour disturbc.nccs have . tc.1-::cn pl['.cc r·mong 

Cor9or~.tion cmployoos cluring both 191+7 .md 1948. Boco.usc, it 
·Y 

is boliovod, of dole.y i.ri. the pr!.ymcnt of the retrospoctivo w:i.go 

incroo.sos, 300 men struck for o. day i.11 July 1947 c,nd 400 mon 

riotod àurini:.c the lco.din~ of a ba:1.:i,no. ship c.t T:i.ko on 20 

Soptcm.bor, blcck:Lvig n plo..nto.tion rèühro.y, cutting toluphono wiros 

o.nd doing cthor d..::!.r.1c.ge. fol~cc wcrc co.lled, o.nd 34 porsons wo:r-o 

o.rrostocl; whcn thoir tri~ü bogrm on 9 Octcbcr, ctr:i.kos o.:1d clis-

ordorlJr incidents, c.ffccting o.nothcr 800 r.,on, 1-rorc rc,portcd fr e;m 

othor pL:mto.tions. One hund::·od police roinforccmonts ·woro sent 

frorc1 Nigorin.; thcro .-,ore furthor r"ùnor incillcnt~, but \r:::.gc po..yrconts 

wcro spoodcd up ::·.nd orclcr wns r ostcrcd. Nfo.ct:.--cight pcrsons uoro 

prosocutcd; 86 woro sont to prison for torns rmging fron s:;_x to 

eightccn months, :-:nd nfo.e others sontcncod to c. fi.11e of b5 or 

throo months 1 imprisonnent. 

Threo strikes occurrod in 1948. The nost iLlporto.nt iavolvoù 

300 r:ien who struck for c. îow do.ys in Soptenbcr boc:1.usc of clj_s-

sc.tisfn.ction with the rostù.ts of tr['.do tCJsts, :J.nd on u dou::mcl i'c•r 

o. vretge increo.so to 1+ shg 6 ponce D. do.y. g ighty ucnt bc.ck to work 

when the:, 1-rc:ce told th2.t furthor opportti.nitics for tr ::-.do tc :::;ts 

cculd be oxpoctod; the othors rosœ.:cd ,,;hcn the uo.n;_:-.gcucnt tllrcn.t-

one~ to tornirw.te thoir ongo.gcE1cnts. T<.m l-rn .. 11cl1·ccl uoà:ers stoppcd 

for o. feu hours in Deccnbcr until fivc rr:on h.:::.d bocn rcinstc.tcd in 

tlloir jobs o.ncl t~1oir hco..d ovorsccr pl.'.'..ccd unc.icr supervision. Tl,o 

tllirù stoppe.go, lnsting two clnys, involvod 19 Gcn wLo rcfusod t e 

uork in r.::i.in. 

},ïcst of the workers oclong to tho Cc.ncrocns Dovolopucnt 

Corporc.tion ~!orkors I Union, uhich hc.d o. r:icLbcrship of 16.,000 in 

1/ li.nnuol. Report 1948, PP• 284-285. 

/1948. 1-ïo s t of thc:u, 
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194.8. Nost •Jf thcn, hc-Fcvcr, o..rc thought t o h:::..ve no cc,nccpti:m 

of the propcr fu:1ct:Lcns of 2. tro..C::.o U:.'1.icn, ' '1 o.nc.. -r,_~"c lo..bo1.:rcrs 

c.rc J.istrustfal of the clcrks, ,Jho :od.nl;y- conprisc the uni -:m' s 

l c2.dcrship . 'ï'r:c 1947 strikcs une.: d.isordors v1crc 1:vt supr;ortcc: 

by t he loc..dcrs oî t l1c union. Soue othcr Corpor(.tion uorlrnrs, 

the Tilw :rorkers' Union, the onl;y othcr in the Co.ucroons c.p ...... rt 

froi;1 br'.lnchcs of Nig0rio..n miens. 

Tho sto..ff nouring c.nd l2.b0ur c~_ips inLcritcd by t he 

Corporo..ticm woro found t o be ·c1ns:::..tisf2.cto17, D.n ù. it cstin,:1tcs 

thcit o. full progrr,L:::c 0 1 porué.,r'..cnt rc-llcusing Hill cost f:2 uillicn 

nnd to.kc 15 yc.::1-rs. Skillcc.: 12.L.:iur is sc2.rco, hr.)licv0r_, 2.nd pro-

fo.bric.'.'..tion nethoc.'_s arc boing investig.::.ted. Hi.;h priority ho..s 

bccn given te senior (Europoo..n) stnff housi ng, • on the. gr o-cmds thc.t 

the ,'.,fricnn housing progrc.rn;,c c c....rmot offcctiv0ly be cc..rricc.î. u'l'..t 

without the hclp of tcct nical offic cr::, , w;hilo on the otb.cr l'!o.nd 

thosc ofïiccrs c2.nnot bo r0cruitcd uithout bcing cïforod rco.son-

2.blc housing . 

f • .._Jelfare 

'l'he Corpor r..:.tion I s sto..tuto pr ovicL. s t h :'.t i t r:,o..y, L'1 dcvclop-

ing t he lnncls lco..scd t o it, p1~ovic:o f m.~ tho r oligi ous, ocluco.-

tionc..l o.nd gcnoro.l s ocinl ·w0l fc.ro o f its cr:,ployous , ~ncl cncouro.cc 

ond o.ssist the cst,~tlisl11:1cnt by thon of c oopo:;,'o.tivo socict:;,,cs . 

Llthough the lcgisl.a.ti0n ualrn s thoso ~ctivitics both 

option:ù on the: po.rt cf the Cor poro..ticn end ro strictocl t o its 

c::1pl oycos, o. wic"!.cr intcrproto.tion h<'..s bccn pl·:i..ccd on it b~r 

both the Nic;c:ci;::n Govcrnr.1cnt o.nd tho Corporo,tiGn itsclf. 

envisage tirn.t, fer oxc..r::plo, cduc.'.',ticrn:ù ,J.nd r::c dicnl fncilitics 

providod for tho or:1pl oye ~s would <'..lso be avc.ilo,'.)lc to othor 

-people living in the ncighbourhcocl of the pl.:-.nto.ticns . 

/In the co..sc 
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In the cc.se cf educ,::i.tion, it hD,s bccn st:;.tcd th~:t 

"it i.'ill be the business of the Corpor.'.ltion to c:c~-;ond 
cducc..ticno.l fuc:i.litics in ordor to increc..se the n-t.1-:-1bcr 
of cducc.tcd ;;oople in the CJ.ueroons, se th::èt in tl:c 
com·so of tir_,e -- it nny tc..kc r.10.ny yco.rs t o do it -.:.. 
the Co1·poro.tion s_hou.ld. be enti:·oly o. Cn..:1c r oons bcc_:_;r, 
ccnsisting of Cnr.:erc-ons porse,nnol [',ml, U '.) d .~t .. bt whcn 
the ri&)1t tino c0l:1es, olected by the people of the 
C o.::1er cons theLsel ve s. 11 y 

Tho C::.,rpcro.tion hns in fo.ct undm:to.kon o. nunbcr '.':i f s ervices , 

noto.bly ccluc.'.ltic:inc.l, to supplc::1ent inm .. lcquo.te fc,cilitics so f o.r 

provided by the [;Ovcrnncnt. It hns o..lrec..üy bc,:;n notecl thr~t the 

Corporation hc..s in['.ugur['.tod c.. scholc..rship scho;:1e f ::,r technicrù 

nnd. universit;sr trc..ining . It ho.s been cliso.ppcintecl, hcwever, c.t 

the sr.1nll nunber • of suit2..ble youths c..vo.ilc..ble, f c, r lo.ck of bc.s:;_c 

educa,tion, nncl hc.s f cund it nccessG.ry t o enter the ficlcl oven of 

prü.10.ry educ:1tion in orclcr t o ensurc tho.t c..clcquo,to fQciliti:::is 

2.re providod quickly. J..l though it ho.s j::ointcc~ ;;ut th2.t t:r..c 

cor p8r2.tion o,ncl its cnployces é'.lre2.è.y pc~y subst.:'.ntir.l t::.::;:os , it 

h2.s a,cceptecl rosponsibility fer providing prir.1::::.ry schccls, cquip

nent ::mcl books in the pluntnticn o.rens, o.nd ho.s o.lso ;:,et t11e c r_:;st 

of tro.ining f our tec.che,rs. Tho schools w:i.ll be no.n::.;;ec~ b;y the 

No.tivc li.uthcritics or nissi ns. The Co1~p0rc..ti0n hG.s nlso .3.grecc.l 

t o· nnkc uvo.ilo.blo 30 .'.l.cres of lcmd for t l1ç 0 s t D.blislment by t he 

governr::cmt of 2. tcclmicc..l tro.ining contre for ::.h~ Cncorocns. It 

ho.s innuguro.ted on G.pprentice tr.:i.ining schono, oncl ho.s o.rrc..nr,ocl 

for othcr youtbs t o be tré.'.inecl by ;;ovorn:-.icnt dorx,rtr.:ents in 

Nigori.:1. 

y' Higoric.n Devclo~JDcnt Sccrctnry, speo.kin;; i.ri the Lc:;islc.tivo 
Ccuncil, 9 Deccnber 1946. 

/In U-c ffolJ 
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In the field of medical services, the Cor1;oratic,n has 

similarly fotind e.xisting f acilitie s to be inadequate and has 

reorganized, rc-equipped and expanded two hospitals at Tiko and 

plans to buiJd a le..rge modern hosIJital. A nurses' traininc 

school and two clinics have becn built; registration of births 

and deaths has becn started; and survcys of health, sanitation 

and nutritional necds have been completed. It is proposed to 

have a mcdical officer and a nursing sister stationed in each of 

four outlying areas. 

The Corporation is o.nYJ.ous to · start c ons1;:00r 2.nd otber 

c ooperatives among its employeos, but at tl1e ond of J.91+8 ,.,ms still 

wait:ing for t he l'J i gerian Govornment to post to tho Caii1croons a 

tra:Lned coopcro.tivc ofiïcor. It Has prcparcd to po..y tlie co st of 

t he appointmunt out of its ovm funds. In ttc I:,cantir:e, boing 

conccrncd at inflationary price tendoncics against which it 

hop-J s the governmcnt will also s'ct up sorno m.::.cbinc ry of wago 

rcgulation -- it has provided promises for controllcd-pricc stores , 

dcvolopcd vcgct aolc farms, and t'.!rr.J.ngcd the sale of nioat , fish ond 

fleur toits workors at undcr cost. 

Twcnty-ono recreation grounds have bo ~n provi<lod, four 

African Clubs cstablishcd, and sports and cincma cquipmcnt made 

availablc. 

V. THE Bi' .. KvERI L:'i.!'TD COiviLITTEE PETITION (T/PET.4/3; !.dds,1.2,:)) 

a. Tho Fotitioncrs 

The Bakwori Land Commit tee, in its potition to the Unitod 

ifo..tions, statos that it was foundcd carly in 1946 in ordcr to 

t akc action for the rccovury of the Bé:i,kvmri l Qnds . i".s of 31 

Dcccmbor 191+8 it was made up of 80 mcmbcrs r cprcsonting nll the 

/villages in 



TC/VE.1949/7 
Fe.go l,4 

villc.gos in the Victorin. Division and aJ.so the sub-tribos of 
y 

Balong, Bimbia, n.nd Bota. The sccrcto.ry of the coramittcc .is 

shovm as D.E .L. Endclcy, who stntcs th~t ho is hcadm.astcr in 

charge of a nc.tivc admin;istration school, nnd the nddrcss shown 

in the cornrnvnica.tions is tl:c l!o..tivc l'.dministration Office o.t Buco.. 

(Buca is tho Eurorican ~.dm:L--iistrc.tivc hcndquo.rtcrs of the 

wllolc Victoriu Division and is also the hc c.dqu:..-..rtcrs of the 

Bakwcri native Authority, consisting of 60 or more prcdomino.ntly 

Bakwori villo.gos in· nnd noo.r the planta,tion uroa,. It is one of 

threo Nc.tivo ~:.uthoritios in the Division, · the othors bcing Do.lonc 

in the north o.nd Victoria, ·which includcs Bimbio. o.nd Bata., o.long 

the coc,st. Tho orgo.nization of the Bdrwcri f~nthority to.kos the 

form of a. clo,n c01mcil, of which Chief Endclcy 

rclatcd to the sccrcto.r-y of t:10 Land Cornr.1ittoo 

hcc.d). 

prcsum2.bly 

is dictrict 

Tho pctition in its original form (T/r::LT .4/3) uo..s addrcssod 

in the first place to the Sccrcto..ry of Sto.tc f or the Colonies, 

London, and wo.s datcd 24 August 1946, s'orr.c thrcc months bcforc 

lcgjslation for the dlsposal of the pl antnti on lo.nds wns introd

duccd in the Ni gcrian Lcgïsl o..tivc Council. Tho p0titionors nstcd 

the Sccrct.?.ry of Stntc to bring thcir c2.sc t o the notice of t he 

appropri:l.tc intcrnc.tionnl body. The bccrck.,ry . of St.'.ltc , hm·rcvcr, 

nskcd the Govcrnor of Eigcria to confirm from thcm whcthcr, in 

vicw of the now dcvclopmcnts c.ffccting the lnnd, thcy -stj_ll wishcd 

thcir potition to be forwo..rdcd to the United I'J.'.lti ons ; ho hnd 

1/ T/PET.4/31\.dd.3, p. 4o Enrlicr, in obscrvc.tions .dntcd 9 June 
J.948, the f,dministcring l1.uthority go.vu its mornbcrship ns 
somc 48 persans, of whom 25 wcrc vilb.go hcc.ds, out of u 
total of 60 villngc hcnds in the nrcn., D.nd othors .,;ore 
govcrnrncnt o.nd native nuthority scrvc.nts nnd traders. 

/undcrstood tha.t 
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undcrst ood th2..t both the I,QJ1.d Co:r:u:ùttcc c,nd the Glen CouncJl 

i.·:crc b;r tlîc.t t ~_:c so..tisficd thc.t the c st2.blishuent of the 

Cc.ncroons Dcvol op:1cnt Co1~r,oro..ticn wns in the 1Jcst interosts of 
y 

t he poopl o of the C c.rnoroons. 

Mere thc.n c. yoc.r <1ftcr the de.te of t hoir potition, the 

sccrotc.ry of the Lo.nd Connittoo vœotc on 17 Novcnbcr 1947 t o 

the Socrck .. ry of Sk.to inforr.dng hi n th2-t éJ.. couposito co;-J;dttoo 

of the Lc.ncl C 01-1:-ii t tee o.nd t l10 C lo.n C ouncil s t ill wisl1cd tho:Lr 
• .Y 

c2.so t o be considored by the Trustcoship Council . 'I'ho potition 

wc.s rocoivod o.t the United Ne.tien s on 17 Eo..rch 1948. The sub-

sk'J.lCO of thoir cc.se wc..s furthcr cxpL:üncd in o.dditiorw.l corn.,ur:

ico..tions (T/Vi::T .. L,/3 Add .J) sont c1i:tectly to the United Nc:.tions on 

1 Sopt cubor end 31 Dococ be;r 1943. 

b . Pctitionors I Cor_ipl ,::,.ints nnd Rcqucsts 

y 
y. 

21 

' In sur-1.no.ry, t he poti t i onors nc.kc the f ollouing conpL:~\il1ts : 

Sec 

Soc 

See 

l o Tho cliono.tod l.:::nds woro to..kon fron t hc il· :Jooplu b~r 
t he Goruons withc ut troc..t y or o..grooi:1ont .:::i.n cl wrongf tùly 
sold to the plo.nt.J.tion conpc.nics nnd y_ùssi cns , in 
contrc.vontion of the Drinciplcs of custou::,.r v l::ncl 
tenure . '}/ • ., 

2 . Tho British authoritics, b;;r rocogn1z111g the o.licnc..
tions , c.nd sclling r.,ost of tllo os t ,\tcs bo.ck to the 
foroc r Gcr:;1on ownors , j_)cr:~ctuo.tcd the wron1:;f ul c.cts 
of the Gcri;io.n Go-,.:cr11uont . 

3 . Hugo profits loft tho Terr i tory frcn the plo.nt.:::.tions 
whilc the Bn.kwcri people wcrc r clog.~~tcd to pcor and 
clifficult lo.n,-1. , sufforing uc.lnutrit icn tnd. othcr 
hardships., 

l.dv.ini stcring Authority 1 s l ctt::;r of tro..11. m:1i t tn.l , m ' -::i•·,, '/J 1/ J: J', 'l . 1+ • 

T/PE.T . 4/3 , p . 13 . 

Ch.:!.ptor I I , po..rns . ( o..) o.nd (b) , [',110. 11. py..;oncli.x J •• 

/ I,1 t l1cir• 0·1•1· ~~ "~1 •· ·- -· t_-., ...1-,.1.. ~< ... 
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In their origjnal cor:ununication the petitioners maxe the 

following reque sts: 

1. lLll 11Crm-m lands 11 shm.üd be converted to 11native 
lands 11 y' anci controlled by t he indigonous inhabitants. 

2. ;.,_11 lnnd alienn.ted from the Bakweri people in- the 
Victoria Division should be retu.rned to them, in 

order that the native administrations might develop 
thorn on a cooperative basis and t he procecds be devoted 
by the native administrations, in concert vrith a 
permanent L::md cornmitteo, for the bencfit of the people .. 

3. Cornpensation should be paid to the Baki-'-mri people in 
2.n amotmt equal to the proceods from the plantations 
during the previous fivo yc::i.rs y and t hey should be 
givcri 11everything now standin:; on the plantations 11 • 

4o i,11 mission lands, except plots on vmich ecclesias
tical élnd school btiildings are s t n.nding , should be 
rcturnod to the Bakweri people. 

In thoir subsequont communications ( T/PET .h/3 Add.3), 

transmittod aftcr the Camoroons Devoloprnont Corporation had bcon 

estab~ished, the petitioners makc it more clcar thnt ·whilo thcy 

still claim, on behalf of the Bakwori, o.bsolutc right to t he 

control of the cstatcs, thoy do not want the l and s i mply and 

immcdiatoly, harided back to thcm froc of all Eucopc an partici

pation. They state thut thoy 11will have no roason to cofilr.;lain 11 

if t he· plantations are givcn ovcr to t he people 11moro gonuinoly 

1/ In the logislation subsequontly passod, tl1c plantations 
worc ir1 fact dcclo.rcd to be 11nativ0 lands". Howcvcr, the 
srur..o scrics of logislative acts n.uthorizcd the . Governor to 
leasc..,thom to the Cameroons Dcvclopmcnt Corporation. 
(Sec Chaptor IV, po.ra.(d)). 

Y !1.ccord:L.>1g to the Nigerian Govcrnment, t he plcntations wcrc 
operatod at a los s during the war period, _ covcring the 
bctter part of the fivc ycars rnentiohod by the petitioncrs. 
(Sec Chapter rv, po.ra. (a)). 

/ond complctely11 
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and cornpletoly11 thnn the eY.isting constitutio~1 of the Cameroons 

Developmcnt Corpcro.tion o.1101,s, and, thcy mo.ko the following 

Lk'lin proposals. 

1. Tho plantations in the Bo.kvrcri c.rca should be rencr:cd 
the 11 B<'.lkvreri People I s Flnntations II end should be o:_-,ero.tcd 
under the trustcoship of the Govc1°nor by o. boo.rd of 
dircctors c..nd o. board of m.:m;:,,gcmcnt • Tho Bdcwori Lcnd 
Corn:rrùttoe ·w'ould ndvise the Govcrnor on the nomine.tien 
of the diroctors) who uould be 13 in nur.cbcr nnd consist 
of Em'opc.2,ns in the kcy positions c,t first, ,,_;_th l.fricecns 
o.s 11 undorstudio s 11 , as f ollows: 

(i) Bo2.rd of Dircctors .1/ 
:Curopccns 

Chairmnn 

Soc rotary 

Nigorian Dircctor of 
Commerce & Industry 

Economist 

Genor.:;,l l-îano.gcr of 
I-Tigcrian Railwo.y 

Shipping Diroctor 

;.fricr'ns -----
Vico Cha.irrno.a 

Porrno.ncnt Undor-Secrct2.ry 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

Lssisto.nt Shipping 
Diroctor 

4 mombcrs roproscnting 
the plnntntion nrec.s. 

Y Soc Chc.ptor IV, para. (c). The bocœd of the Corporc:t:.ion is 
siIDilar in tho.t it includos 2. Europc2.n cllo.irmo.n 2.ud socrot:::.ry 
o.nd tho faro I.Ji~.;cric.n officinls rnentioncd. • Howovor it lias 
only one, or possibly tvm, J..frico.n 1:1cmbors, c.nd is liEritod 
to a tot.tl of nino membors in allo 
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(ii) Boo..rd of l-fanc..gcr.ent 
y 

Europonns 

Generc.l 1-ir.no.t;er (chnirmc.n) 

'\Jclfc.rc Officcr 

Ldninistrntivc Officer 

Chief J;.ccountant 

C hicf En3inc0r 

Lfricnns 

• 0 • • 

• • • 0 

J.ssist.:i.nt f,dmin. 
Officcr 

• 0 • • 

• • • • 

2o By posting 1,fricCTis itrrn.cdic.tcly to the rosts shmm, 2.nd 
by tro.ining thora and othcr :.fric:ms in tcchnicc.l (md. 
o..d.r.tinistrn.tive skills, virtuo.lly full i.fric.:i.n control of 
the p lo.nto.tions vroulcl be possible within c.bout 15 yo.:,..rs. ?} 

3. Tho policy to be followcd should be thG iuprovomcnt cf the 
tcrritory o.nd·thà dovclop,10nt of' its rc sources, the oduco.tion 
of the people, nnd the irüprover:1ont of living sto.ndo.rds, in
cluding o.ssistnncc to pco.sont fnr:i:,crs in the m.:c.rl,oting of 
t~cir produco~ '}_/ 

In those l.:i.tcr subr.ùssions, ti1c pctitioncrs do not rcpcc..t 

their rcquost for c or.i.poriso.tion for provious eXIJloitc.tion of the 

lc.nd, o.nd thcy mc.kc no furthcr rcfcrcncc to the nù5süm lnnds. 

c. Obsorv.:i.tions of the i:.cl.ministcring Authority; 
Replies of the Petitioncrs 

ln its obsorvo.tions (T/182), uhich wcrc no.do on the bo..sü:1 of 

the originé'..l comuunico.tion, the ,.dLùnistoring ;:..uthority docs not 

diroctly cor:1nent . on the ri1orits of t he pctitionors I clc.in th:è.t tllc 

Tho Corporé'..tion has no forr.12.l board of I:10.nv.gèr.1,mt. Tho 
clw.irno..n is the chiof cxccutive officor (i.o. goncr:ü r:iü.n::i.gol'), 
D.nd othcr Europoé'..11s fill the key n.dLinistrntive, technical 
;:md i.-mlfc..rc posts. 

Tho stntcd in~cntion is ultiuatoly to gi vo i.fri.cc...'1.s fl:ll 
control of the undcrt,1king, but the I.drd.nistorinc; j,uthor:i.ty 
ox:r:ccts the transfor to to.ko r.12ny yo2.rs. Training schomos 
nro nlroo.dy in progross. 

'1./ 'ï'ho stc.tcd policies of the Corporo.tion aro sir.ùlo.r, nlthough 
nssistnnco in the nnrkoting of 1:oasa.nt fa.rnors I produco is not 
oxplicitly includod. 

/plantation lnnds 
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1 t t • 1 ~ ~ 11 1· ted lll. t'n° fi'rst pl~cc, p o..n o.. ion _2,11us wore wrong1 u ..1..Y o.. icnn ~- - -

but it cites the cxecutive n.nd log:.slntivc 2.ction by ,1hich the 

v D.rious phases of the d:isposal oî the lnnds uero rccognizod or 

r:o..cl.e lcco.ll;r possible o..ccording to the Eurq:,eun lo.:ws npplying to 

the Trust 'I'crritory. Theso v .:-~rious c.cts h<.?.vc e.lro.:J.ùy boon roforred 

to e~rlior in this pnper. 

Tho i .. d:rJ.inistcring :.uthority L:akos the f ollo\dng uJ.ditiono..l 

points, on which t:1e cotu,:onts of the potitionors, é.:s conto..incd 

in docuncnt T/PBT/4.3// .. dd.3, c.ro givcn in co..ch co.sc :-

1. 'l'hc Ldninisteri':1.g i,uthority stc:t.cs tho.t the indigcnous 
pop1..ùo..tion of tLe Cnnoroons is not ;y-et conpotcnt to 
obtc..in, unc1.ided, t'.:lG no.xir,mm 'ocncfit fron t he planto..
tions. Tho C.::i .. noroons Dcvolopr;.cn t Cor poro..tion provides 
uo..chinery by v,hich the plc,nto.tioris no..y be dcvoloped in 
the intcrcs ts of the inl1L1..bito..'1ts, o..t the so.ue tino 
cnc..bling the people to t<J.l-:c nn incro.'.:l.singJ.y c,ctivo p.'.:l.rt 
until they .'.:l.rü co1:.pctont to n o.no.go tho whole entorpriso 
\dthout fu.rther assiste.nec. • 

(The potitionors stc.te tho..t if the people o..re not yet 
conr:;ctcmt, the rco.son lies in their poor socio..l and 
oconouic conditions a.nù lack of opportunity for f1.ùl 
ocluco..tion. Hith propor t:.--o..:i.ning , 15 ye2.rs o.t the 
nost wo1.ùd be sui'ficicnt to propc.re thon for the nost 
higl 1ly technica.l to..sks. They wish to ho..ve o..ctutl 
prnctico in the h1:1nclli.rig of their 0 1,;n o.ffn.irs~ o.nd 
not Loroly be ::ic..de to 11look on 11 indof ini toly. ~ 

2. Tho l.dlnniste:t'i~1g ; .. uthorit;y sto..tos tho.t the r,lo.ns for 
the future of the p l anto..ticns ,mrc fully oxplo..inod' 
to the Bo.kwcri Clo.n Council o.nd to the potitioners, 
o.nd the forno..tion of the cor:Jorc.tion ,·ro..s wclconed by 
bath. 

0Tho rotitic-nors sk.te tho..t it 1•,o..s only a.ftor the 
logislo..tion ho.d bcen o..ctuo..lly enacted tho..t the rcople 
h2,d boen inforLccl 11 tho.t the lc.nd ho..d boon bought bcck 
for thon n.nd thc..t there ,iJC.S ['. Co..ueroons Dovelopr.10nt 
Corpord,ion t o cc cstn.blished in thoir :L."1.tcrests''• 
Tho pl::ms dic.l n :;t t lirn out in p:ï:T.ctice as thoy hn.d 
c:::pectod; thoy oxpocted t o bo o.sked t o eloct thoir own 
rcproscnto.tivcs on tho bo:-~rd, but the Govcrnor nouino..tcd 
only one :_1r.;:i , without the lmmilc dge or consent of the 
people c oncorncd. They also expcctcd t.hn.t the Lnnd 
Cors:::itt .,, 1-muld be invitod to subnit its nl~ns for the 
D.c.Lünis:bro.tion of the plo.nto.tions). • 

/3 c Tho 1,dr.:inisterinc 
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3. The 1.dministering ;.uthority states that if investigation 
shows that a genuine shortage of farmland for subsis
tence and cash-:-crop farming on a·honsebold basis exists 
arnong the indigenous inhabitants, additional land will 
be taken for them from the plantation areas. 

(The petitioncrs state that these measurcs have no 
beo;ring wltatever on thoir demands). 

VI...!..-Ç_OJCLUSIClJ: 3tJl-u,'i.',RY OF PJOBLEM:S R;,ISED 

a. Froblems Raised in the Fotition ---· 
:dtor examining the p0tition r:.t its fo tïrth session, the 

Trustoeslüp Council instructed the Visiting • hission to makc a 

full examination of the problems raised in the fctition, and to 

present its rccommcndé:.tions to the Council not latcr than the 

si.xth session. 

In surrrrno.ry, the probloms raisod in the pcti_tiçn mn.y be statcd 

as follows:-

1. Hhcthor the inùigcnous inhabitants i-rho:m the pctitioncrs 
claim to roprescnt have a lc:.~al right to owncrship or 
control of tho plantation lands, in that the lands may 
have becn wrongfully alicnatcd in the first place. 

2. Whothor the alicno..tion of thcir lands has causcd thorn 
economic and sociw.l lmrdships which may enti tlo thcm 
to spccial considcration. 

3. Whothcr thoy still de sire paymcnt of compensation for 
po.st oxploitation of the lc.nds, and whethorsuch pa)111ènt 
is justifiod. 

4. Vfhethcr thcy dosiro o. complote lcgal tre,nsfcr of ouncr
ship to tho Bo.h.·wcri people; or whcthcr their dornands 
mt>.y be satisficd complotcly by grpatcr ilmncdiatc p2.rti
cipation in the control nnd mmiai:;cmcnt of the plant::,,tions, 
accoler;J.tion of tcchnico.l tr.:,.ining and the fixing of D. 

spccific timc-1:i.Jnit for complote tr.:insfor to ,.frican 
control; nnd the cxtcnt to which theso moasurcs may bo 

· justified and practic2-blc. • 

5. Whcthcr the proscnt policics of the CoJnoroons Dovclopmcnt 
Corporation aclcquo.~c1y providc for the dcvelopmcnt of 
rosourcos, oducation, standru>ds of living and assista.nec 
to pensant farmcrs. 

6. Whcthor the mission lands, 'JXccpt for plots carrying 
ccclosiastical and school buildings, should be returncd 
to the Bakwori people~ 

/b. Froblcms ro.isod 
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During the cxD.mindicn by the Trv.stceship Colmcil c.t the 

fourth session of the mmunl report for 1947, the folloHin.g 

questions wcrc <:..lso ro.isod in 1·elo.tion to the Cruneroons Develop

r,1ent Corporation ,::md the Bnkv~cri Lnnd CoL'T.littec petition: 

1. Whethcr, althcrngh the decision to operc.te the 
plo..i.ï.to.tions under a public corporo.tion for the bcnofit 
of the inho.bitonts 110.s to be cornrnonded in prjnciple, 
thcre wo.s sufiïcient indico.tion th::.,t. the plc.ntntiol'!.s 
wcre in c.ctué:!.l practice being opero.ted for thcir 
benefit. 1/ 

2. i.Jhether the no.tui~e of the pµrch ,:1.se trnns.'.lction -- the 
fr.et t ho.t the purchasc pricc of so1;1e }:850,000, being 
o. repo.rc. tions po.ymont, would be lost to the Terri tory, 
cmd tho fœt thc.t the profits to be enjoycd by the 
Territory would be diminisilcd for 35 yec.rs by the 
ropo.;ymel'!.t ché'..I'gc and intcrcst --· did not di.ni.··üsh the 
vuluc of the schcme; o.nd whethor, in view of the spocic.1 
circmnstc.nces, c, wo.y might not be fcund to reducc or 
remove o.ltogethc:r this cc.nsidoro.ble dr::'.in on the 
profits, ,Y 

J. 1.Jhether, bccnuse of the econernic c.nd socio.l affects on the 
B,Jcweri people of t he c.,licnn:tion of their lo.nds., spccic.l 
c.ttontion should :1.ot bo .3i--.;en to thorn o.ncl mec.sures toJ:on 
to ennblc thorn to pc..rticipc.tc n ot only in the cultiv.:1tion 
but c.lso in the 1..1.'.'.no.t:;emont of the ;:'.ll~to,tio!1.s. 

4. \Ihethcr él.11 c.licn.:.tcd lo.nds., 2.s n. ï,.c.tt:.;r of genero.l policy 
in the Terri tory o.s o. vïholc, should not bo rcturncd to 
the indi.gonous inhc.bitc..nts o.nd i'urther n.lior.ë.tions 
prohibitod.. 

1/ In its report to the Gcncro..l :.sser:1bly the Cmmcil po.ssed 
n. resolution in which it "expresses the hope th:it future 
r op01~ts of tho ;.dLd.nistcring ;.uthority will cleo.rly ond 
suf:ficiontly indic ~.tc t hc.t offe;ctive stops o.re bùi!1g te.ken 
b3r the n.ô:ninis trc.tion to ensurc t h.:>..t tho Cc.noroons 
Dcvclopncnt Corporo.tion is worL:ing for the bcnofit of the 
indigenous popul'.'.tion 11

• 

3/ In ti1e ::·esolution q_uotcd o.bovc~ the C:)ur:.cil "in. po,rticuJ..:i.r, 
rocornr.:cnds tho..t the , .. dLÜ.'1ist.Jr1ng J.uthority consider the 
possibility of shortening t hçi period of 35 yoo.rs i•,hic!1 
nust under presont o.rrr:ngœ:icnts cla.pso bofore the indigon,:ms 
inhnbit :ints nchiovc f1.1.ll bcncfit froLl the c,:-i_rni.."lgs of the 
Corporntion". 

/5. The pnyment 
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5. (The pnyment by the Corporation of incone and other 
tn..,"<:es to the Nigerian Tre~.sury hc..s a be.'.lring on the 
question of the adrninistrc.tivo .'.1..YJ.d fiscc.l integr2.tion 
of the Cameroons ·uith Nibe1·ia. See 'IC/VH.1949/5, 
c.;1.d Chapter IV, para. (d) of this puper.) 
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.TI Km IX :. : ;~LIEN:l TION OF PL.NT..:\. TION LJms UNDER GmU-IJlN REGINE 

1. The follouing o..ccount of the methods of alienation of 
the pla."ltation lmids- in the Victoric. und Kumba Divisions, Caï.1eroons 
Province, is contained in the l .. nnual RGport fo~ 1922, PP• 59-61:-

. "In connection with the sale of German propcrty in the 
Cé:'.lnoroons it was ncccsso..ry to cxnminc the Germ~ records to 
o.scortain the titlos and conditions undcr which such 
propcrties ho.d bcen hcld und.cr the GcrmQJ.'l Goveï:-nmcnt. 
'i'hesc records Herc by no nco.ns . complote; many had bcon 
dcst1·oyèd or lost dur:ing hostilitics, but fort-Linntoly the 
"Grundbuch n or Gcncro..l Lnnd Rcgistcr w2.s . fo und by the French 
nuthoritics -c.1.t Dué!.ln., who ki;_1dly placed it at the disposo..l 
of this (Higerian) Govcrnnont for purposcs of this c..,'Œ.rni.nn.
tion· end for ony nccèss[tl'j-- extrncts to be macle . Fro:ra the se 
dn.tu, though full pn.rticulc:.rs wcro not availablc in all cases, 
it wns possible to D.rrive at o.. fo.irly acc"4-I'atc conclusion o.s 
t o the Go:c1,12.11 polie y . • 

"It D..ppc.<1.;t:od ·t.ho.t from the do..to of occupntion in 188h, 
until J1111c 1896, tl1ero was no dcfinito policy of -gcnere.l 
é.~p:üico..tion, as the f ollowing fcw instru1cos of widely 
divergent procoduro , rill shou. 

"In the case of .the Kamcrun Lo..nd und Planto.gcncsellschaft, 
titlc to 01,mersllip D.lJpcars · t o have bcon osto.blishèd by 
occupation pure end simple, uhich the Go•.rcrnraer1t o.cknowledgod 
,-1hon the question of titlc wus raiscd. 

"Or ago..in c, privn.to individuul, likc the thon Govornor 
Sodcn, in 1887 purchascd outright fl'or.1 the _nctivc chicfs of 
l3üoa'y' ".::.11 land in Bucn not built upori or cultiv.::i,tcd, 11 

o. trnnsaction which tuo ycnrs lo.tcr W['.S upprovccl by the 
purchaser's succcssor in office, von PuttknE0r . Tho only 
condition attachcd to the so..lo wns t hé:1:t. no i'urthcr sale of 
l n.nd shcuJ_d te.ka place 1,dthout Sodcn I s i:::cruission, t his 

• cl2.usc bcing intondcd c..s c. protection agni.nst the no.tivo 
pro..ci:.icc of sclling the S['J}lO :ï..and tv.ricc or mo re timcs. 

11:.go.in, the Ucsto.fricanisch PflDnzungsgcscllschuft v .. victo.1:iQ:i\OJ'OSC Ù'OJ::J. n.'1 ru::i.algc.nation of the propcrtios and 
intcrcsts acquirod by vc..rious individuo.ls uho purchascd fron 
the Govornrncnt l.J.rgc tro.cts of lc,nd of c..bout 2,000 to 3,000 
hoctârcs o.t r . .n av01.'o..g0 . pricc of 5 r:-,c..rks :r:or hoctc.re. Tho 
Govcrnncnt undortoot in 0no such co..sc "to -nn.kc the trc..ns
é:'.cticn riossible by crcuting Crown lo..nd in so f o.r as the 
rights of the no..tiv0s do not conflict t hcr cwith . 11 In gcncral., 
t he Govcrnmont • c.grcos to "assist th0 purchnser in his dco.lings 
with t he no.tivcso 11 

1/ Buan is the centre of the OJ'oo. pr:i.ncipally inh2.b:i.tcd by 
the Bakl·rcri people. 

Y V:i.ctorio. and B:i.bundi arc in the Victorin Division. 
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113:înj_lc.l"ly, in tho cc.se of the ~icsttlfriko.nischc 
?flc.i.1zui1go.gosollscho.ft Bibllndi, 1/ the lo.nù wc.s origi.nc.lly 
purcllc.scd fror.1 the n~'.tivo chicfs, o.lthough _(.1. clr.uso wc.s 
insortcc1 in the c.grc.:;ucnt to the cffcct thc.t m·mcr::,hip 
should rcr.1D.in vostod in the nc.tivcs. This uould nppoc.r to 
hc.vc bo::n littlo racrc tllc.n .'.ln c.:;_:;l:100.sing formuJ.o., for lo..tcr 
tllc Govcrw:icnt r.cknoulcclgcd the r.erocncnt to be roetùD.r 
2.nd vc.licl, vcsting the froohold 01;;norship of the l[:,nd in 
the c oupc.i.1y. 

11 In o.nother insk~nco, four individuoJ.s forned a. corùpcny; 
thcy o.cquirod lû.nd, not frou the Governr.1ont, but socurod 
rcgistr(.1.tion of the lo.ncl in duo forr,1 in the Grunc.lbuch. It 
,ro.s f cu.nd that no clecd of purchnsc cxistcd, but the 
Govornt1c::nt recognisod their titlc to the lc.nd. 

"In tho l!.bovc cnscs wh,:;re tho l~;ncl wo.s sold by Govornuent 
t:wro is nothing in the records to show how the Govornr:1cnt 
COL1e into possession of the land. 

110n 15 Juno 1696 tho Go1·r.r .n Govenmont issuod o.n I npcrio..l 
Dccroo ?J .. . in ore.1er, np:)c'.lrontly, to rogulnrise oxistjng 
tenure tu1ùer the prcvious ho.pho.znrd ::'..l'ro.ngencmts and to lo.y 
doun c. clofinito policy for the future in dcaling not only 
with tho Crown J..:mc;.s but the ncquisition of ITo.tivc Lancls by 
o.licnrl. Section 1 of the Dccroo which r.,nkos .:~il ovmorlcss 
(prcsuüably unocCUi,Jiod ) lnad Croun Lo.nd, :md Sections 4 nnd 5, 
which give pmmrs to Lo.nd CorLd.ssioncrs to dotcrrune which 
lo.nd is Crmm 12.nd, a.rc o·~viously th0 r.1ost ir:1.portant as 
affoctit"1g the ri2;hts of tho aborjgjn,:,.l na.tivcs. The prncticc..l 
effcct of the dccreo 11s f2.r t'. S tilo British S 0Jhcre ( of the 
C<-1.norc•ons ) is ccnccrned wc.s confincd, Hith o.~ fc, r exceptions, 
to the. Victorio., Eunbc, nnd Buon Divisions, vrhcrc r.,.ost of the 
lémd 01mod by Europc2.ns was situ.:.tocl, e:.nd whcrc lo..rge c.rons 
hr.cl o.lrcc.dy bec.n gro.ntod to co11cossionnairc componics. 

11 L'1 thosc divisions occupiors of lo..nd o.cquired by the 
vc.ri'-;'\.15 haphc.zr,rd ncthocls discloscd ( c.bovc) worc civcn 
frc..:;hold titlcs. Tho Lrnd Cornissionors thon procccdcd to 
co.rvo out n ::.tivc r c scrvos on the bo.sis of si::: hocto.ros 
( about 15 acres ) for oc.ch c.dult r1c;lo, o.nd nll the ror.1c,indor 
of the lo..nd not covcrod by n titlo or forr.ûng po.rt of o. 
r os01~ve w2.s dccl~•.rcd Crm~n L:.0 nd . 

"In sone insk:ncos the nntivo roscrvcs eut into lo.nd 
cltd.ncd b;;r prive.te inclividur.L, or conpo.nios. In sono co.scs 
o. friondly settlonont by rn-.. y of ozcho.nge· 1-,ê.s cone to with 
the Govo:r,:mcnt; in oth.:: r cc.ses rcsort 1r1c.s ho.cl to the lo.w. 
Tho log.:èl po:Jiticn on this i:;oint of cxpror:;ric.ting plc..ntn
tion lc.ncls for nQ.tivo r ;.:; se::..'Ve:s is obscure , lo.rgoly duo to 
the extrer.1cly vD.guo wording of the clmrncs intondod to 
s::,.foguc.rd the rights of nntives in tho o..grccnonts clo.ting 
prior to 1896, c.;.1ù o.lso to conflicting dccisions of vo.rious 
L'.md con::issionors at diffcrc!1t t:i.r.1cs. 11 

Victoric. o.nd Bibu~di nrc in the Victorin Division • 
. 

Seo bolmr. 
/2. The following 
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2. · Tho folloüi.ng r.re the principo.l clnuses of the Impc..rinl 

Decre,e of 15 June 1896: 

Section L--Scvo nnd exccpt in the c2-se of cld .. ns to 
proporty or othor -rec.lty ,rhich privo.te or legc.l persans, 
chicfs or no..tivo cor;1Eunitics cor.. .sübstMtio..tc, so.ve c.nd 
c:x:ce:)t o..lso tl~e riz:;hts of occupo..tion of third p2.rtios • 
est['.blid1ed by no•o .:,rao:-its uith the I ï.1pcric.l Govorrn'.,cnt, 
--·.11 lc.nd 1.d..thin th::, Frctoctorr.to bcin,'.3 01mcrle::,s shc.11 be 
Croun lc.nd. Tho titlo thcroto sho..11 vest in tho i:tlpirc 
(roplncoèl in 1902 by trtho Gover-n:L:.e:nt of the Protectoro.tc 11 ). 

Section 3 .--Zihcn C:cm-111 l.::....1'1d is occupicd in the vicinity 
of oxisting settl, .. n0nts of no.tivcs, c..reo.s sho.11 be r c sc:rved 
the cultivc·.ticn c:.nd usc.f e whercof sho..11 onsm·c the subsis
tance of th0 rw.tivcs hc~ving rage.rd o.lso to future increc..se 
of the po)Ul-'.:.tion . 

Secti on 4.'.'."-O,norless lnncl (Crm .rn, l ri1d) shc-.11 be s ou..ght 
out c.nd doto:c:·.:incd by Lc.nd Co1:1nissions which shéùl be 
c..1,pointud by the Govcrnor ·who sh[.',11 c..llot t o thon tho 
roquisite sk,ff of survoycrs . Thu sc C01:iuissicns sh['.11 o..lso 
clecidc ['.ny clo.ir .. 1s uo..dc b:· prive.te persans. an [>.p::eo..l to the 
l c.w sh.:.èll li.o c.::;o..i.nst such docision. 

Section 5.--In districts uhej:-c o. Grundbuch (lond 
rou;ist0r) exists t ho rcgistr:, ticn of l cnds- occupicd c.s Crmm 
l :::tnds shnll be offoctcd in virtuo of ~'- ccrtificntc gi vcn by 
the Govoi-nor or by un offici~ù a.uthorized t h.::rcto by the 
Govornor ••• 

SGction 6,--Crown lo.ncl sh~•,11 be clispof.;ed of by the 
Govcrnor t o 1.rit, uithor by tro..nsfor of the title to ownor
shi:_:> or bJr louso • .. 

S..-1ction 1O.--Tbc so..ncticn of the Govcrnr.1cnt 3h2-ll not 
be necosso..r;r to the o.cq:uisition of 01,•morship or t o l oo..ses 
of ~1ropcrt~· uhich is mmed or loD.sod by :. non-nc~tivo •.• 

;3c.ction 11.--"iï ithout the Dc.nction of t h.c Govcrnor it 
sht~ll not be per:Jissiblo for nc~tives t o uc.ke ovor the 
titlc of mrner0hip to urbcn pr.opcrtios of nore th::-n one 
hoct,'.:'.rc or to c.ny ruro.l prop.:::-rtios., or to l oc..so ther.1 for 
u. poriod cxcocdin;; 15 y0.'.'..:cs , to o. non-n:o.tivc. 

3. 'ï'he following n.dditionc..l oxplo.nntion is co:1t.::.inod in the 

obscrvc..tions of t he .".dr.ùnistoring .:.uthority (T/182) on the 

Ba.kwc:.:d potit:~on : 

"It would soon ••• th'.:'..t the ori:.:;ino..l i....11tenticn ,-,c..s f or 
o. Lc.r..d Cor:1r.1iss i on to t our the· country and clcr.1o.rcc.te o..11 
Croun lcnù.. In point of fnct., howcvor, this wc.s ncvcr 

/donc systcr .. 1c..ticc.lly 
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done systematically nor did a Land Cornrrission ever 
deal generally uith all unoccupied land in Krunerun. 
When l::1nd 1,ms required for plantution purposcs the 
Commission was convened. Its mernbers v1er e • usunlly 
a political officer, one or more assessors, uho were 
often missionarics, and a surveyor. The Commission 
proceeded to the area i'Jhere the land required for 
pl2...Y1tation purposcs was . situated and invited 
clcimants to st::,te the nature of thcir claims. If 
any claims were cstablishcd the o,mors vrould be 
compcnse.ted by the planter or plmtation comp2ny, 
tl1is coi;ipensation boix1g set off against the purchaso 
pricc paid to the GoverIUJlcnt. If the mmors verc 
actually scttlcd ,üthin the arca to be sold for 
ple.ntation purposos thoy would be rcquircd to romovc 
to roscrvos outsido the plantntion él.roa, tho- political 
offic e;r having satisfiod himsclf that sufficicnt land 
had bcon loft to the vil1.ggors for thcir future 
maintenance wlüch in an agreement of 1904 _.,m,s 
cst:imatcd as 12.pé.1.rt from lé:,.nd built D.,nd fo..rmcd upon 
by natives ench hut is to be givcn six hcctn.ros. 111 
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. APPENDIX B :· LAND LEGISLATION UNDER THE MANDATE AŒ1INISTHATION 

1. The following explanation of land legislation applied 

ta the Cameroons by the British mandate administration and affect

ing the plantation lands is extracted Îrom the Annual Report for 

1927, pp. 78-80:-

"0rdinance No. 1 of 1927, the British Cmneroons Adminis
tration (Amendment) Ordinance, 1927, provided for the exten
sion of the Land and Native Rights Ordinance to the British 
Cameroons ... 

11 The preamble and sections 1-5 embody the fundamental 
prir:ciples, namely~(l) that the whole of the lands whether 
occupied or unoccupied are declared to be Native lands, and 
are subject ta the control and disposition of the Governor 
to be actni.nistered for the use and corrrnon bene fit of the 
natives, and (2) that the control is to be exe rcised as far 
as possible in accordance with Native laws and customs. 

11 Section 3 ..• exe~pts from the provisions of the Ordin
ance all such lançl in the British Ca:nsroons as may at any 
time hâve been vested j_n the Public Custodian appointed 
under the first Public Custodian Ordinance, 1/ and all land 
to which a title may have been esta'olishcd under Section 22. 
For purposes of referonco Section 22 is quoted below as 
o.dapted to the rec,uirements of the British Cameroons:-

11 S0ction 22.-- Nothing of this Ordinanc0 shall be 
dedmud to o.ffect the validi ty of nny ti tie to 
l &nd gr3.nt8d to 3. non-native or any interest 
therein acquirod by such non-native before 4 
Fe bru:::.ry 1927 but all such ti tles shall have the 
saue ef.f,:;ct and validity in all r espects as 
thuugh this ordinance had not been enacted. 
Providecl o.lways thG.t such ti tles shall be proved 
to 'the sQtisfaction of the Governor before 1 
,J anuary 1928. 11 

"Section 4 la;ys doim that 11 110 ti tle to the occupation and 
use of any Na.ti ve l ands slw.11 be valid vô. th out the consent 
of the Governor 11 and Section 5 directs that the Governor shall 
h'lv0 r0 i;ard to the Néiti ve l.:1ws and customs existing in the 
district wheru the lands are situated. 

1/ .The se lands are the ex-ene:ny plantation est:1tes , which 
we r e thus exe mpted from the orovisions of an OrdinD.nc e whose 
purpose was to declare the whole of the lands, whether occupied 
or not, ta be Nati vc 1:-mds. 

This exemption was ;rra.de more exulici t by the Cém1eroons under 
British Mandate itd:n.inistration '(Amendnent) Ordinance, 1938, 
v,hich sot out a schedule of the exempted lands, This new 
schddule cont:üns, by no.me the pl'.lntation are:1s. (T/182, p.5). , . 

/"Section 7 
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11Section 7 of the OrdinJ.nce empowers the Governor to 
gro.nt 11Rights of Occupancy11 and to demand rentnl for such 
rights and to revise the rental periodically. Any such rents 
c ollected are to be paid into local Native Administration 
funds. 

11Section 15 provides that "the devolution of the rights 
of an occupier upon death shall be, in the case of~ native, 
by the Native custom e.xisting in the locality in which the 
l.:i.nd is situated. 11 



~mrx C: PLlN'i.'ATIOlîS ]]J T'".dE VICTORIA Al'lD 
Km:ffiA DIVISIONS, 1938 

TCjvM.1949/7 
Page 59 

The followinc table gives details of the individual :planta

tion estates in the Victoria and Kunba Divisions in 1938. No 

more recent compilation is available; and it may be noted that 

recent surveys have reduced to some extent some of the acreages 

shown. The list is of intereat, however, in showins the extent 

of Germen ownership (all estates cxcept those indicated by 

asterisk) and the extent of cultivation by comparison witn total 

acreages. (Source: Annual Report 1938). 

1. Victoria Divisinn 
Area of 

Plantation Esta te 

Dota ) 
Ngeme- ) 
Sachsenhof) 

Molyko & 
Malende 

• Misscllele 

Gimbia & 
Mabeta 

Ekona 

African Fruit Co. 

Likomba 

Moliwe 

Holtfoth 

Bwenga* 

Orobe 

:Sibundi-
Isongo
Mokundange 

Idenau* 

Debundscha 

OecheThausen 

Isobi 

18,790 

5,687 

6,042 

11,083 

29,640 

12,172 

15,672 

34,ooo · 

1,617 

1,125 

603 

32,100 

9,884 

4,329 

4,940 

1,000 

Area 
Cultivated 

3,602 

4,692 

3,018 

9,955 

7,109 

5,945 

7,636 

1,617 

1,125 

600 

5,994 

3,933 

1,025 

1,137 

544 

*British ownership. All others Germ.an. 

Number of 
Iabourers 

1,305 

306-

1,154 

907 

3,100 

3,552 

2,590 

2,107 

493 

437 

152 

1,734 

748 

378 

ll4 

222 

Daily Wages 

4a. .-6d . 

l;.d. -9d. 

ltd. -9d. 

2½1 .-6d. 

4d.-6d. 

5a.. 

4d.-6d. 

5a.-7a. 

6a. . 

6d. 

5a.. -7a.. 

5d.-6d. 

6d. -7d. 

4d.-6d. 

4d.-7d. 
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2o !fE!nba Division 

Plant.at~ 

Bai* 

KnEeGo 
Tombal 

Mukonje 

Kassa 

Ndian* 

Mbonge, Dave, 
Beafa, Kumbe, 
Bukoko, Eboka, 
Transport, 
Bea 

Sche i t:t.in' s, 
Tombel** 

*British ownership. 
-lHI-Swiss ownershipo 

All others German. 

Area of 
Estate 

1,585 

17,500 

6,250 

17,375 

6,459 

20.,289 

260 

Area 
Cult::..vated Iabourers Daily w~ ?..ê. ---

1,585 290 5do•8de 

2,500 860 4d.-5d. 

4,500 797 4do-6d. 

1,130 530 Jd,,-6d. 

6,459 720 4de-7d• 

5,990 2,603 3do•6dc 
7d.-lso3d. 

112.!. 2 14 4do 
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l. The Ex-En.emy Lands (Cemeroons) Ord:tnOJ1.ce, Noo 38 of 1946;1 

empowers the Governor of Nigeria to purchase the estates, 

classifies them as "native lands" a.ïd entitles the Governor to 

lease them to the Cameroons Developmont Corporationo The 

principal clauses are:-

"., e • .,WHEREAS i t is deemed expedisnt t.liat the said lands 
should be acg_uired by the Governor to the end that the srune 
may be held and aa.m.inistered for the use and common benefi t 
of the inhabitants of the said territory, ••• 

11 2. It shall be lawful for the Governor to acquire by 
purchase from the Custodia.n of Enemy Property, L.11. whO!n. the 
same are vested, the lands situated in the Ca.meroons under 
British Mandate and more particularly described in the 
ScheduJ..e to this Ordinance, paying therefore such reasonable 
price as :may be agreed upon by or on behalf of the Governor 
and the said Custodian. 

"3. Sub ject to the provisions of. section 4 of this 
Ordina.T1ce, such lands, when so acq_uired as aforesaid, shall 
forthwith by virtue of this section became and be vested 
absolutely and ind.efeasibly in the Governor for the time being, 
free from all campeting rlghts, titles, interesto, trusts, 
clajJn.s, liens, demanda and restrictions of all kind.s 
whatsoever. • 

11 4. It is hereby declared that, upon the vesting of the 
said lands in the Governor by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Ordinance, all such lands shall be deemed 
to be native la.nd.s within t.he meaning o:f the Land and Native 
Rights Ordinance, and subject to the provisions of Section 5 
of this Ordinance, all such lands shall be under the control 
and subject to the disposition of the Governor, and shall 
be held and adm:l.nistered in accordance with the provisions 
of the la..ïd and Native Rights Ordinance which ehall, 
notwithstanding anything :ïn any written law to the contrary, 
be deemed to apply to such lands. 

. 
11 5. It shall be lawful for the Governor to lease to the 

Ca.~eroons Development Corporation all or a.ny part of such 
lands upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon 
by or on behalf of the Governor and the said Corporation." 

(A schedule na.ming the plantations is appended to the 
Ordinance.) 

/ 2 o The C éll'.!leroons 
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2.. The Cameroonf;l Development Corporation Ordina.'1.ce,. 19l.~6, 

provides for the establishment, functions, powe:rs and duties 

of the Corporation. The principal clauses are:-

Preamble " 0 0 • .,AND WlIEREA.S IT IS DEEMED EXPEDIENT in the 
interest of the economic advancement of the 
inhabitants of the . said territory to establish a 
corporation for the purpose of controlling and 
developing the said. lands and such other lands 
situate in the Cameroons under British Mruidate 

Establish
ment and: 
consti t .. 
utionof 
Corpor
ation 

Functions 
of Corp
oration 

as may be made available for the said purpose 
by the Governoraoo• 

"3 0 (1) So soon as may be after the coming into 
operation of this Ordinance, there shall be 
established for the purposes thereof a Corporation 
to be k:nmm as the Cameroons Developm.ent Corporation 0 

(2) The corporation shall cansj_st of a chairrnan 
and such number of other members not being less than 
five or more than eight as the Governor ma.y from 
time to time thinlc fit., ••• 

(3) T"ne members of the corporation shall be 
appointed by the Governor v!ho shall also appoint 
one of the members to be chairman .. 

(4) The corporation shall pay to each member 
thereof, in respect of his office as such, such 
remuneration as may be.determined by the Governor •.•• 

116, It shall be the duty of the Corporation, 
subject as hereinafter provid.ed, to secure the 
development of such lands as the Governor ma.y 
from time to time pla0e under their control and 
management; and for the purpose aforesaid the 
Corporation may ei ther by their mm servants or 
by any duly appointed agent 

(a) cult:i.vate the said lands and develop the 
resources of the same by dra:inine, clear:ing, 
planting, pasturing or farming, and for the purposes 
aforesaid purchase from time to time such livestock 
and employ such labour, and from tiine to t:i.m.e sell 
all or any part of the live or dead stock or 
produce of the lands as 'roy, in the opinion of tlle 
Corporation, be necessary for carrying on the· 
business of the planting or faming or pasturing 
of the said lands; 

/(b) erect, establish, 



(b) erect, establish1 construct or acquire 
by purchase or otherwise, all works, buildi..'1gs1 

machinery, apparatus and other thotngs which may 
be necessary for the purposes of the Corporation; 

(c) construct, mdntain an.d improve or 
subscribe toward? the construction, maintena'Ylce 
and. improvement of road.s, wa te:r:·works and canals, 
and also of tramways, railways and other roads 
and ways, and ~uays and ~harves, for the purposes 
of the Corporation., or to connect the same wi th 
other lines of communication; 

(d) carry on all or any of the trades or 
businesses of mmcrs and ojerators of shi:Ps.11 
tugs, lighters, barges and other vessels of any 
class, carriers, shippers and customs agents, 
wharf-mmers and wharfingers, warehousemen,. 
manufactu:cers, builders, fishermen, fish-curers, 
dealers in lievstock, stockbreeders and farmers; 

(e) carry on the business of exporters, 
importers, buyers and sellers of and dealers in 
merchandise and produce of all descriptions; 

(f) set aside part 'or parts of the said lands 
for the production of foodstuffs by persans 
employed by the Corporation; 

(g) provide for the religious, educational 
and general social welfare of persans employed 
by the Corporation by building, establishing, 
making or supporting houses, factories, stores, 
buildings, churches, hospitals, di~pensaries, 
schools, reading rooms, baths, parks, places 
of recreation and other institutions, and water, 
lighting, drainage and improvement works; 

(h) encourage the establisbment and development 
of cooperative societies by employees of the 
corporation and grant facilities and assistance to 
such socie{;ies; 

(i) carry out research and exper:imental work 
in matters connected with the functions of the 
Corporation; 

(j) do all such things as are calculated to 
facilitate, or as are incidental or conducive to, 
the discharge of the functions of the Corpora~ion; 

(k) engage in any other undertaking, whether 
similar to those hereinbefore. specified or not, 
which may be sanctioned by order of the Governor ••• 
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Borrowihg 
Powors 

Invest
ment of 
Funds of 
Corpor
ation 

Annual 
Report 

Applic
ation of 
Profits 

1115. (1) The Corporation may, with the consent of, 
or in accordance wi th the torms of any general , 
authori ty gi ven by, the Govornor, borrow by way 
of loa...~ or otherwise such suros, not exceed:tng in 
the aggregate at any bne .t:i.me n,ooo;ooo, as they 
may ro~uire for meetihg their obligations and 
discharging their fu..~ctions under this Ordinance, 
and the moneys aforesaid me.y be borrowed from 
the Goven:went of Nigeria or from such other 
persons ·and upon. such terms and conditions as may 
be apprbvèd. 'by the Governor. 

(2) Where any such moneys as aforesaid. e:re 
borrowed otherwise than from the Government of 
Higeria, the rèpayment of su.ch moneys and the 
payment of •interest thereon may be guaranteed by 
the said Government. 

"16. Any funds of the C orpora tian not i'lff.nedia te ly 
required to be expended in the discharge of.any 
functions of the Corporation shall, if invested, 
be :invested in such securities as may be approved 
by the Governor. 

"17. (1) The Corporation shall keep proper accounts 
and other records in relation thereto and shall 
prepa.re in respect of each f:inancial year a 
statement of accounts •••• 

(4) The Chief Secretary to the Government shall 
la.y a copy of every such statement and (auditors') 
report on the Table of the Legislative Councilo _ 

"18., (1) The Corporation shall, as soon as possible 
after the end of each ,f'inancial year, make to the 
Gove1nor a report dealing generally with the 
operations of the Corporation·during that year and 
contain:tng such information m.th respect to the 
proceedings and policy of the Corporation as can be 
made public m. thout detriment to the, interests of 
the tmdertaking of the Corporation. 

(2) The Chief Secretary to the Government shall 
laya copy of every such report an the table of the 
Legislative Council. 

(3) The Corporation shall fun1ish to the Governor 
such financial and statistical returns as the Governor 
may fram t:i.me to t::lm.e require. 

1119. The annual profits of the Corporation, after the 
Corporation has made such allocations as they deem 
necessary or expedient for meeting their obligations 
and for discharg:Lïg their functions under this 
Ordinance, and after they have set aside such sum or 
BUlllS as they deem necessary or expedient by way of 
general or special reserves, shall be applied for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of the Cameroons u.~der 
British Mandate in such manner as the Governor may 
determine." 




