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PARTICIPATION OF 'l'HE INDIGENOUS HTIL.;IiI T~\i.1'.rS OF THE TRUS'r TEHRITORIES . IN 'IHE WORK OF 
• ,. - , , ' 1 

THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL: . REPORT OF 
0

T!-IE • COI~1ITTEE ON PARTICIPATION OF INDIGENOUS . . .... . ,. . .. • ' 

INHABITANTS ·IN THE WORK OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (T/L.447, L.458) LAgenda item 'iJ 
(continued) 

The PRESIDENT! Representatives will remember that the Council had not 

concluded its debate on this subject yesterâay. As I understood the position, 

~be representative of India wisped to bave some further time to consider the matter, 

and I presume that be would desire to adclress the Council. 

Mr. ALI KHAN (India): Yesterday we listened with great care and 

attention to the statement of the representative of Syria on agenda item 9 .;.,hich 

is described as . ".Participation of the indigenous , inhabitants of the Trust Territorie: 

in the work of'. the Trusteeship Counèil". .In that statement the representative of 

Syria explained to the Council the purpose and the extent of his draft resolution 

• on the sùbject. We also listened, with equal care and attention) to the 

st.atements of other representatives on this clra.ft resolution. The statement of 

the representative of Syria revealed the sincerity of bis motives. It also 

revealed the bard work and the serious thought which he had put in before submitting 

this draft resolution. These facts were noted by members of the Council, as may 

be seen from their statements. On that, if on nothing else, we can perhaps say 

that we haveunanimous•agreement in the Council. 

• We came now to the content of the draft resolution. Before I go a:ny further, 

bowever, I should like to say that in our opinion the description of the item is 

a misleading one. It reads: . !1Participation of the indi~enous inhabi tants... in 

the ·work of thé Trusteeship .council 11
• From tha.t descrip~ion one would assume that 

the draft resolution, if . ado:pted by the Council,. wouid, enable the indigenous 

inhabi tants of the Trust Terri tories to. corne . to the Trusteeship Council and to 
~ :• . . . .- .. 

participate in its_ proceedings o~ the same _basis as all th!= members of the Council, 

.and perhaps wi th the right tci vote which even Italy does not possess. 

We have studied resolutions 554 (VI) and 653 (.VII) of the General Assembly and 

466 (IX) and 647 (XII) of the Trusteeship Council, and they do not aim at any .such 

participation of the indigenous inhabitants in t}J.e work of this Colmcil. They do 

mention the aim of an association or a closer link between the indigenous inhabitantf 
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of the Trust Territories andthis Council. That, of course, is in keeping witli, 

and in fact is one of the basic· _objeè"üiv_~s._ of, the. ~r.usteesnip.: syst,em mentioned .in 

Article 76 of the Charter, which says that the, basic objectives . of the trusteesb,ip 
• • • • .,. . •• • • - < •• • 

system. shall be: 

"to prorr.ote ~he pol;i.tical, economic, social and educational advancement 

of the inhabitants of the trust territories, and. their progressive 

_development towards self-government or independenc~ as ~y be appropri~te 
. . 

to the particula.r circurnstances of each • terri tory an,d its ,peoJ?le.s. and the 

.freely expressed wi_shes of the peoples concer:ned.,_ and as_ may be p_rovided 

. by the terms of each trusteeship agr~ernent". 

Thus, in .our opinion, the description of the agenda i te1:n is misl.eading, and if. it . 

had been described more aptly we -. are sure that -the Administering Au.thorities would 

not have taken u:p the stiff attitude th13.t they have taken agains;t _it. 

From the statenient of the representative of Syria:, and _alsc frorn the wording 

of the fourth paragraph of the preamble of his draftre13olution; we can see ,:tbat 

his intention is to develop the means which already exist in the Charter to ensure 

that as free public opinion evolves in each Territory it i,sbrought. effectively 

to bear on the Council' s examination of conditions in that '.rerri tory. He has no. 

intent~on of going beyond .the letter and the -spirit of the Charter. or the letter .and 

the spirit of theTrustee,ship Agreements. 

I turn now to ~he reference in the Syrian draft resolution to rule 61 of thi ­

rules of procedure adopted by the Prepàratory Cornulissiori of the Unîted Nations in 

1945. This reference was o"bjected to in rather harsb te:r:msby some representatives 

of the A~inistering Authori ~ie,s. We were quit~ sur:pri~ed at_ their criticism, and 

in fact we still do not . unde:r-stand -:,rhy this refer·ence. in tlle draft -resolution _: 

incurred their wrath. The_ reference merely recalls .. th~t the Preparatory Commissior. 

~n 1945 had thought of periodic surveys 1?Y the Council of the developmerit .of the 

political institutions and capacity for self-government or independence _of the . 

inhabitants of each Trust Te:rritory. The Preparatory Cormnission had t;hought of 

various methods which the •Council èould have used to carry out these surveys. 

We might ask why the representati,;,e of Syria,has recall~d, in his draft resolution, 

this rule in the provisional rules of; p;rocedure of thePreparatory Commission -- a 

rule which was not adopted by this . Cm.me.il. The answer was given by the 
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representative o_:f Syria, yesterday.. He s_aiçl, .. th.at tb,e un,der:lyiµg ;ld~a: of hi:s 

• draft · res.0lu.tion- wa s not ,.ilis own . . · I t had been .;t,b,ougrrt ,.of .-.P-.f t he Prep_aratory 

Commission.·· , .In o:ther·words, he wantèd tO disclaim any c;red,i:t>: for .this - idea. 

This .reference did not give us the imprei:;sion it gave the representativeof'. 

Australia, . nàmely, t hat the _;rep:r:~senta.tive of Syria wa s trying -j:;o us.e. . i t as :a 

supporting authority for . his ,pro:posals .. Some representati ves of th~ . Ad.mini;,rtering 

Authori ties·· seeniéd to abject , tq, .the :very mention of this :rule . just be.cause . ;i..t had 

• not been adopted by thi_s C,ounc-i.;l·. , But • we do · not think.,-th13-t ther.e is. anything 

wrong wi th tl_lat. Even. if th~ ,1;epr~sent-1;1-ti ve _of . Syria l::iac;t _asked us . to. r~consider 

the very adoption of that rul.e we yroul-ô. no~ have çonsidered· his proposal out, of 

or der, wh_ether or not we agr.eed witl1.Jlim on t.he- ·question of adopti9n itself .• 

There is nothing _in our . r~es • of. procedure •.which :precl1:1des a illember from rai.sing 

. a proposal whi~h has been rej.ected before. In. fact, , our_ rules of proc_edure do 

not even require a two-thirds _ majorit~, before a . question is reop.exied . at the same 

session. 

- In fact, however, the repre-sentative of- Syria is not suggesting _ t _hat, we should 

adopt the . rul.e on periodic surveys which w13,s part. . -o_:f:' the provisional rul.es _ of 

procedure of the Preparatory Commissioµ _ in 191J-5 • .. ·He . is merely recalling it. 

What is :more, he said in the Commit tee which we- set .up to consider, the question 

under discussion-.,. we did not have a verb~tim record of his statement here in 

the Council yesterday, so that we are tu;1.able . to g_uote :t':rom d,.t 

"Let, me basten to say that ·we ·ao. not .believe that.· a . complete retlll,'n 

to that most enlightened anµ. .l:\:\::>eral ;:i.p:proacb to the--,matter .o:is :feasible 

today. The ~ethods of .consul.tation proposed .by the Preparatory Commission, 

while . :to .· some e:x;tent covered_ ,q:l the . presept procedures of the Council:, in · 

other ways go f'-4rther than :We wo-µld. expect the Council as a,. whole to appr.ove". 

The repr:esentative of Syria went on to say: 

"Our _problem, then, is .to find th.e 'mea.ns,. which all members -of the . 

· Council will agree are properly b~sed. on t he Charter , to·.ensµre tha.t a.s 

free public opinion evol ves in tne Trust Terri.tories i t will be .:brougbt . -

tp • bear on our ._ex~inatio_:p. ,of, cqndi tions Jn .those· Terr~tories. Obviously 

the .,w.9rk of the. Çouncil ""!ill· b~ more realis,t.ic and effective if i t is 

aware, whenever and1 whe;r_ev:~:r :possible,_ qf the freely expr~ssed wishes of . 

the peoples concerned". 



T/PV-.5.23 
5 · 

-We corne· now to the è:iperative :part_s of the cli-a.ft ·:resd-lution. First of' alJ. 

I shall cleal with paragraph ·l(a). • The representatives of- France and Australia 

objectèd to this sub-paragràph. the representative of Australia even said---tbat 

consultation with the j:,eople is · the business of the Government -- in other words, • • 

that i t is none of the èo~cil's business. v1hen the Gove·rnments of the 

Administering Authorities- do cônsult the peoplesand couie and tell u1; what the 

freely expressed. wishes o:f those • peopJ:es are, then we would have expected them 

to ha0re considered this extra consùltation by the Council a -we.stefùl ·duplication, 

but not something objectionable. Wnen · the A~.rninistering Powers tell us \1hat. the 

people are really think:i.ng, then the consultation of, the people by the Cbuncil'_s , 

Visiting Missions should not scare :therr.. What is more, such a consultation- is not 

an innovation of' the Syrian iepresentative. • We already have -a: precedent in 

connexion with the problem of Ewe and Togoland unification.• On 22 July l952, in 

its resolution 465 (XI), this Council recalled General Assembly -resolution 555 (VI) 

and requested the Visiting Mission to investiga.te and submit a special report on 

that problem. The Visi ting Mission . invèstiga.ted the problem and submi tted i ts 

report in document T/1034~ • That report of l/+5 pages is bigger than any report 

of that Visiting Mission on any of the four Trust 1re1•ritories that it visited.. 

I could dwell on this :point further, but I do not need to do so. - I think I have . 

established my point that the proposal ,that a visiting mission ca.n take the 

initiative in seeking out public opinion and undertaking popular consultations bn 

important problems is not a new idea. It has been tried before and it met with 

net a single objection from the two Administering Authorities concerned. In · 

future also it ma.y be carried out with equal success and equal advantage to the 

work of the Council and the interests of the peoples. 

With regard to paragra:ph l(b) I need only say that this provision, even now; 

forms part of the duty of each visiting' mission and is fully in conformity with 

the Charter and wi th the terms of reference "i-Thich the -Cou11cil has adopted for each 

of the visiting missions that it has sent out.' 

Of ·paragraph 2(a) also it may be sa.id 1-rith equal force that we already 

examine and tal<e into consideration all petitions which reflect public opinion. 
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'\-Iith :regàrct. to po.r·â.g:biph 2(b}we were t,.)ld: by •the :re:presentativ~s of some of 

the Admirtistêring Authôfi ties· thà.t they àlready made thei•r ; a.nnual reports 

avài'làble ··ii:1 th'e "Trust "'i'erritôr'ies . . ·; · We were Yery happy :to learn tbat, and:-Wè 

cottmenci thè Aàministering Authorit.ies· fôF it:. • We are not sure what their 

attitude is ~bout the second :part 6f this sub--_l?atag:::·àp&whictr -WôU:ld aslç:them to 

e~courâge the orga.ns o{' :pÜbliè opinion . to serid in their views" o-:n: the a:nnüal.. . 

reports ·to· -tbe ' Council· if thêy·so des:i.red. ''l'ha.t .:muld oe tantaJc.ount. to inviting 

criticism wlÙch '"1"~ are '· inclined to= thihk -thè .Àdmin-i·steri:ng: ·Authorities do.not­

rel:ish~ • ·we could, per:hap·s, . à.chiev-e the· riame· object by-· ènsu:ring thàt -when· the 

Secretary-G~neral ô.fosem:i:.nates ir.forma.tio:r_.: on ' thé" Unitèd.-Nations a:na: on the . 

inte;national· ·trus·teêsl:lip sys'tèm in th~ Trust Terri tories the peoples of those 

Trust Terr'itories shall be made a:wa.ré, wherevèr ·they are nOt already a-ware, that 
' ~ ' • . ' . 

they can sentl in to the Council their v-lews on any ·subj2ct thëy lilce, which :would 

include the'· annual reports~ 
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I know that the representative of Syria is goiµ g to ~xplain again, 

this tir.lé ?e.rhaps :a.t greate/ le:ngthj' the ·e~acit -PW::;o;t -~f' '~ara~a~h -2 __ (c), 

hence ! _ will: say riot~iri~· ~b~~t ;it .. But le.si , ~f' ;all ,;~_ .c~;,e .<t~ parag~·aplÎ _ 3 of 
. . . . " . . ., ' ~· . . 

the draft resol\ltio~~ -.wh:l.ch ·a.1s·o d~als with :the question of .findirig out 

the freely>expr~,s~e; wisiie~ of ih~ peopl~;~- • Ho~1ev~r 1 inste~d. of having 
• . . •, , .. ... , i . . ,. I 

1 send a Visiting M:tssiorî evfiry tin.è we want to find out _what thf;l p~ople of' · 

one ;r . other° Trust. T~rrit~r~ are thinkÎn'g _about a. particular prt?b~em,_. it 

suggests an ai-çerna.tive ·_ wa.y_ of doing the same thin,z, and thi;:i alternatiye .. :will -
. ' ~ ' •• 

certai~iy',bê a··much qu~c}..er and rr.uch cheaper way_ of doing it. 

We ha~e sppken .at some length on this draft rescùution 1?,nd -we f'elt :that 

we should do so in order that :some of the misundersta~dings and groundleqs _ .. 

fears arising from those misunderstandings might beremoved. 

This draft resolution has not beèri :put forward to give the Council any . ···- -- · -· .. . .- . . . 
administrative f'unctions; it_ is inte,ndeci to ena.ble the Council to do its ·• 

work more ef'.fectively. It is not. à.esigned to int~rf~re in the workings· of. 
. . . . 

the Trusteeship Agreements; on the cont.rary, :i t is meant. to promote the • • • • 
• > • .. 

purpo_ses ,ar1d t _he basj_c objectives of the Trusteeship System. . We trus't that - -- ­

the Administering Powers wil,1 èoroe round to _seeing it in'. its proper light and 

will r ecops_ider their decisi6ns about ~he way tbey will vote ,on ~his dra.ft ; 

res,ùution. '\,!~. should certainly be sad to see the Council dividP.d, qn :this 

very important issue, into two v-oting blo_cs composed of Adru:i,niste;-;L"'lg_ abd , 

non-Administering Powers respectively~ . : ' . ,. 

Mr. D5)RSil'JVILLE {~~iti)(interpr-~tation from French): _My delegation 

has followed with great interest the discussion on the d.raft resolution submitted 

by the delégation of Syri~ i.'1 -docÙment T/L.-458 .. ·_ My" ~eiegation s~pa\~'iies with 
,-· . . ; . . 

this draft resolution, but we do not w_ish _to conceal _that certain of .• its . 

provisions do not meet with our complete a:pproval. The question of the 

participat:ton of in~igenou~ inhabitan~s of_ Tru,1t Territ,or i,es, iri the work-, 

of the Council :ha s undergone -st~ange fl~ëtuat;i.ons. • Tlle question arose if_ 
,·, : _· .· ··. • -.. . _. ·- .. ·· -:-, : .. =-.:.· . , ·_- •. ~-. - .~ ;~_, :... . ,; ·. • • . . • , 

I am not mtstaken, frpm à ~~s1r.e _toJC>~l,C>i{-:ll:9:;'e. ~ùos{l.f , th~ ~yolùtion qf Trust 

Terri tories t~ougb. t~e :pers')~ . of the representat:Lve :, o:f the Administering 

Authority, considered as independent. 
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The Ad~inistei:·:i.~g Auth.orÏt·; rei;~ateàly stre~·~·e·cl the distrust of which 
'' . ···. -; . .:• ..• ~ 

it said it was 'the subjèct and· vigorou~ly ;;it_ru_gglé;d ~g~.inst _ 'j:;l}e priri.ciplt;:: of . ·, . ~- . ~ ,• : . . ; ~. . . : . . . ' . . .. . . 

this assoc:i..ntiôn. A?-mitting that it d~d th~s w;i.th s~n::e çlever~ess, _ tl:l~ 
,· ! • . . . . . .:· ~ '. . • ,( :: .. . . ·' ·: ~ . • . ' . ' .. . . . • • • • 

arguments of: the Administering Authority were based _on the in_adrnissibility _ 
. ; : ,., : . . . . . .. . . . . . 

of what has beên called the syster~ of dual representation. The eleven 

countr:ï.ês • which pr~-sentea·· the· ~~ft re~~iut~on· ~~ril~g the. s~-;~nth ~~~si~n . of . • . . . . ,. . . . . . . • • ' ·•. 

the General Assembly agreed te ·chan6e paragraph ,2 of the ope:r-e.tive part 

so tl'Î.at. the T~ustee;hip Council no longe; invited the indige~ous_ inhabitants 

or their representatives to participate in its work. This gave us a legal • . 1 • • • • 

basis for •• the resÔlÙt:i.011 and the right of petit ion was recognized _for the . ' .. . . .. 

inhabita~ts ·;f -the Trust Territories. 

554 

My dele~ation voted for th~ '.t~~~ reso.lutions of the General As_semblr, 

(VI) · ~nd .65 3 (VII), being convinced tna.'t we could as~ist in rereedying -' . -;, • · ' · . : . . ' ..• 
the unilateralism. of views in-. the conside:::·ation of con/litions in thE! Trust 

·-· .J •• 

Terri tories. We now find ourselves faced with a draft which tends in _Pttr:-t 
-': -: .; 

to create a leg~l basis • for the futur~ te:::-r:1s of referen~e . of Visiting Missions 
'.. :.•• ·, . . , . , • • I • , • ~, . • 

and also to play a more important role in the Trusteeship Council itse_lf. 

• If we rèf'e/ ·to rules 94, 96 .an~ 97 of the rules of procedure, my delegation 
. ~ . . .. :.. . . 

cannot sèe any :·objection _to sertain provisions of t _he draft resolution. 
-:·' • •• ·' • . . . t 

Rule 94 says: 
.·-. 

11 The Truste.ës.hip Council. -~. shall make provision for ;P.eriodic 

visits -to each Trust Territory with a view te achieving the basic 

ob}~ctives of the Internati~nal Trusteeship Systen1.IJ 

Rule 96 stipulat.es: 
.. '"· . ,. 

-:
1 

. _ ~ _- A ÏIÎission and th€; . indivi~ua,l members thereof shall, while 

engagëd in a v_isit, ac~ . oniy on the bas,is _ot the instructions of the 

Council --a~d) shall be responsible exclus_ively_ to it. 11 

FinaUy, rule _ 97 states: 
•• :·. ... . ~ :-·:· 

"The Tr;stécship. Council may; _in .A.greement yith the Administering 
.. _;: -~~:~ - .. - .. ~\ . . ::·.;··.,• .. ". ' · · ·· -\, : , t _,j;· .. . . 

• '· ... 

Authority, conduct s~eci~l inv,:,stigations or enauir_ies when it considers . ~ , : . . .. -~. . 
-~h-~t c~~diii~~~-\n -~ -~~;{~;;r'~~~~; ~ak~ 

·] , •• ·, .· L 

such action des;irable." 
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Thus, we can sf:le ' that P!'.ovision ,.is a.lread:1 made for investigations . and 

inquiries, and as an êxample, we had atour disposal .this -yeflr a special 

report of the -Vis iting Mission .on the question : of the ur..i:fica.tion of . Togoland. _ 

My delegation thinks that, with a view to the drafting of more :precise terms 
• ' . . ' 

of reference for future Missions, tnis res(;)lution might validly be b~sed. 

on rule; 61- of the provisional rules of ;procedure whi~h were ado:pted .by the , 

Preparatory Commission of the Un;lted. Nations in 1945 ,, althou_gh in fact that . •• , · . . . 

rùle ,;.,0as nôt taken up _aga in and the:refore does :iot, ;proper,ly s:peaking, exist. 

The interest of thistext, however, res:l.à.es in the.J_ight which it casts 

on previous work, and its value as a . rf,ference document inasmù.ch as ;tt mi_ght 

gu:i.de tis in ar.riving at a .ju_cl,.-;ment.. My delegaticn- suggests thàt :Lt should 

be deleted from the o,raft resolutio:1. 

Certain other points. also· C!_all for observations . and suggèstions. • . 

Sub-,;paragraph (a) of :paragraph 1 : asl<s Visitin6 Miss•ions . to' ta.ke . into account 

expressions. of publit! :opinion· aqd to _proceed to popular èonsultat.ions -in 

whatever :forrns might 'be deemed. appro:priate. • My delegation dé.'les !'lot see 

anything amiss in that, although .we admit ~hat there ma.y be. sorœ .difficulties 

of a practical nature. The representative of Syria was , asked to c;i.e.rify 

his thought,. and I hope I shall not be guil ty . of pre juè0ir,6 hie rnpl:; :if' I se.y 

that my delegation thinlrn that public raeetings might take place during "lf.hich 

a number of· important points _might be deb'?'ted .by leade1·s, and that the 

audience migb,t then be asked te . talŒ a decision on those :po;lnts. 

It bas also been asked, on what criteria could we base ourselves in stating 

whether · stich and such , a decisio,n reflects.public -opinion ·or net. That is 

t:ying to cast confusion in a place where com .. -uori sen~e should .triurnph. We 

know already that petitions may be of a general or a specific nature.. Pet_itions 

of a general ·nature_ reflect the . v'i2ws and a.,spirations of .the in.habitants themselves 

and all the n:ain.aspects of the advancème.nt of'each Territor;v towards autonomy 

or independence. Here again we do not see ari;t u..--isuymountable diffiçul ty. 

The category of petitions is dete:cmin.ed by their nature. -A more pertinent 

criticiammight have been made of paragraph 2 (a); we might be asked ~hat 

cu11crete measùres the Council might be called upon to take in the framework 

of the consideration it g:i.ves ·to conditions in the Territory. 
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My :'à.'e.ie Èià'tion· wili the':tefore '. mak-e•'à ; ·se:èond ,:sug'ge stion-; .• namely.;·· to. r~pla.ce 

the express:i:on; "to 't.a.ke 'ëoncr_èt~ i i:.n~àsu:r'es in this connexiont' by J'to ·irecottmend ·. 

in t:f).ig; ç6rinexion11
, ; .:..rhi~h .ii1 our opinion-. woûld': be more'• .it.i, harmony :J,ii th ; reality • . 

in :pâ;ra'graph· ? , (b) • we • would make · the ;ftirther. suggest'ion thàt' the -:·.' .; ··. 

recommendatio'ris -conce·r1iiiig :the ; ex;:res'sion .'of •.,riews • by 'organs -of,., public opinion· 

should b.e '. t:i.ddrèssed .tb the · Visiting Missioi'ls ra.the:r than · t .o·· the · Ad:ministering -

Authnri:tie!i; :fqÎ' the .c::ibvJous -' reaso:n. .tnat tb.é • proposal a:s i t ' is • ribw •f'brmulated· . 

does ppt'.· i:.ake fnt,:, ·a ccbunt .·.the 1:'€âl situation ·,--·;. that the Aè.minister:ing· Authority 

does Ûèrfr<âa.nii!t à.ny;•cr-'.lticistn in the 'Trust Territory,. By, ,reason , of • the l:very 

principlb·· a cior d:be; -to which · the A.êministèr ing· Authority ·i ·s· i.."l ' ·the : Tërrit:or.y 

·and of :t n~·position"11hich it holds there, it is, the Administer·irig· Authorityl s ~: 

duty to ask the inhabitants of the Territory to -Jh:form the .,United Na:tions of, _: 

their com:plaints.· 'I . ho:pe · t :bat: th,ei ;representâtive oi' Syria: wH:l be convinced 

that w1J,è.t-hê is proposirig irf his• dra:ft is ·not -per haps the' -best .course· .to foH.o,. 

and that the ··:i:eè'Jltlmén4ati'on î:nightbe better .·made t~ thè Visitirig Mission. :.-

Pa::.·agraph 3 of -' the·: .dra.f t ~ppea.rs to rc,e et with somè ,lively . opposition ;On ··· 

the :ffea1'. t .or ' :thÉ! :Administering Author;tty . My delegatioü hesitaites ~to ,agree . ' 

with that ::~oij,.pletèly. ·:•·, . Jle àrê ,Pre:pared to hea:r · ·tbe explanat.ior.is :which .: the -

representativê .. :of.', S~iria :willbe good enough .to g ive and :twrè and. now we 
àsk him te, consid,er a -possible· alternative,• whiéh would be: . 

11 :CF,::éides that as a rc~ans of ensur.ing in .cases .of · urgency that • , 

a given situat:Lôl;l în •:~. Trust Ten:itory. :tneets with the freely expressed 

wishës ,of :the · _peo:p.1è:, . it •• shall grant · an i!l":1tediat~ he.aring ,·to - any • •· 

• qua,lif1;ed representatives cf pùbl.ic opinion .• -~ or . if they ca:nrtot tra.vel., 

,;,i ll e~arnin~ 'anyi :ë.ômmunîcation 1'in wr;l.ting or by telegram. setting< 

• for.th tl:le.ir v_iew/.' . 

'rhàt -is- .a suggest-ion which.~Fe make • i.."1., ths: hope · ·that-· it will. be considered , 

favour e.bJy, by, ,:tb,e represent-e:tiv-e -of Syr ie. a;nq.. :,-p:/•·otl:i,$r · members .,of' the Cpunc_il • . 

... . , . , , . : .·., · . . . 

.... . . ' 

. . .. ~ T . , . , 
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Mr. s. s .. LIU (Ch:1.na:): First ofall, my de],e gi3.tion. wishés to join 

in the tribute paid to the Ccmmittee en Participatior. of Ind.ic;enous Inhabita::its 

in the Work. of the Trusteeship C~:,uncil for the painsta:,.ing effort it h~s made 

to solve this very difficult and complicated problem. 

tells us that the Comaitteé 1_s effor.t has not borne fruit, my delegation is 

nevertheless g:..·ateful to. it-for making the effort and. f.o:c doing its best 

to seek a solution of the matter. 

Secondly, my d.elegaticn would also lil:e -:.o pay a trïoute to the 

representative of Syria for the _brilliant par-:; ne œ,s played in the discussions 

of t _his question both in the Committe_e and in the C:ouncil, and for his very 

sincere and laudable mo~ive. in prese~ting the draft reaolution ·which . is now 

before us. 

We , firmly believe that this draft :.:esolut:i.0:1. represents . a conscientiouR 

attempt to reconcile the two very diver3ent _views which ha~e been expressed 

on this roatter both· in the Fourth Committeé and in the Council. As members 

of the Council will recall, on the -one -hand it was .. contended by _the fü)n- • 

Administering Powers that the présent mode of indigenous participation in the 

work of the Trusteeship ·cound.i was not ~deq_uate and that direct participation 

by represen:tatives of the indigenous populations should be -permitted at meetings 

of this Council. On the :otaer hand, this view was opposed by the Adniinistering 

Powers. I believe that th.is draft resolution is a happy medium between 

those two diametrically opposed _views. It embod.ies a . principle which cannot 

be disputed either from the point of view of the Charter or from the :point 

of view: of the Trusteeship Agreements. 

In the preamble of the draft res0lution the rele·-rant provision of the 

Charter; Article 76 b is quoted. I think other relevant provisions from 

the Trusteeship Agreements might also have been incorporated,. bec!3,use it is 

:::;tated in the. Trusteeship Agreements that the Administering ·Powers shall talrn 

r.:easures to ensure the political advancement. of the Territories concerned a~1d 

the development of representative democratic parties. ·. Those words are taken 

froni the Trusteeship Agreement on the Trust Territory of the Cameroons uncler 

French Administration, article 5:, which :states: 
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•• "The Administeri:hg AuthÔr'ity shaÏl 'take mea.sures· to ensui-e ·the • 

106ai·'.inhabit~'nts' à: share ih ,the 'administratiôti ' bf the 'ferritory by:'the. 

developnen:t cif representativè d·emocratic bodies·, ana:,· in due c·ou1~sè, : 

to arrange appropria.te n:easui·es to ènabie the' inhabitab.ts fteelY to . '.: 

express an opinion on their polit'ical reg ime a.nd en.sure the a.tta.imr.ènt 

of the objectives prescribed in Article 76 • of the Charter·." 

Therefore, it is in compliance with the Charter· arid also with the 

Trusteeship Agreèinents that ·public opinion in ·the Trust Tèr:dtoriés . sLould . 

be aséertained :froiir time to ;time in order to promote their political advancerr:ent. 

The main principÎe c·ontained in this -·draft reso:ution is iri accordance with 

that~ 
' :· 

It deems it· ·necessary to widen the pàrticipation of the indigeri.ous 

inhabitants in the work of the Trusteeship Council r..ot by enabling them 

to sit iri ·the Council but· b~· at least ascertainii1g the· public opinion prevalent 

in the Trust Territories. 

After thè lengthy debàte 1-ihich he.s taliei'i p:ace in the councïl,my delie .; ation does 

not wish to enter into.the detailed ari:,:ments which had already been adduced 

pro and con. . My delegation wou.ld rr:erely state that since we have voted for • 

the two resolutions of the General Assembly, 554 (VI) and 653 (VlI< . 
• We belie\re that the principle and.· methoa.'s propoceà. by the S:i,rrian delecation 

are in accordance with those • resolutions and· àluo with the· pr.ovisions of ' 

the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreements. 

give its support to the draft reso:ut·ion. 

My dele ~:;ation will therefore 

Mr. ASHA (Syria): Allow me first of all te> thank all my coileàgues 

around this tablé ffrr the very kind re:marks whièh they have been 0enerous 

enough to inake for my efforts and those ·of mydèlegation tô :put this resoiution ' 

before the Council. I am particularly indebted. to those friends who • hàve 

given me and my dèlegation thei:t ' unq_uali:fied • support for my resolutiori. I • 

am also equally indebted to my frienc1s from·the Administering Auth;rities who, 

although not fully agreeing with some of the tefms of the draft have ·ne,,ertheless 

recognized the motives which prompted. my delegat:î.on to present it •• 

my colleagues will accept my tba!l.ks for theïr ldnd remarks ~ • 

I trust ail 
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I should first like to reply to the • questions which were _put to me . 

yesterday; and I shall thén atteinpt.to answer ·some of _the questio11s which have­

been put to me : today. I shall bègin witl} the .questions as~ed by Mr. Scott, . 

the representa.tive of New.Zealand. • 

I - must·sây that I was somewhat surprised at the kind of questions .which 

Mr. Scott asked. It seemed to me .that be, or an~r other. member _of . the_ Council,. 

could have answered those questions- -as well as I. I tl~~nk, in fact, that the 

answers are ,di.ctated by simple conunon sense, as well as by the exper,ièn,ce which 

this Council and its Visiting Missiqns -have a.lready :had. 

I • apologize for not having bef9re me .a com:plete tran~cript of the quest_ions 

put to me by the repre:entati ye _of . New Zealandr . but . I . shall triJ, on the basis of 

my notes, to answer them as honest.ly and ~s briefly as . I ca.'l. 

The first question related to paragraph l(a) ~f the draft resolution. 

As I understood him, the representatiye of New .Zealand wanted to know how a 

Visiting Mission would take the .i,nit~a.tive ;in s~eking out public _opinion ,in a 

Trust Territory. I can give a practj,cal answer t _o that question ~y asking 

another question:, which will consti tuty .m~' .. reply: How did t l1e 194:7 Mission ta 

Western Samoa seek out public opinion cc,nce;-ning _the desire c,f_ the 
·, ., 

Samoans • for self-governmen~? The represen-l;;ative of New Zealimd should know the . ' . . ,• .. . . . ... ·. 
' . ,. - .. , · ,,:· . 

answer to that question bette~ than I. I would think, however, that if the 
. . • • . . ,' ' ' ., ., , ~ . . . . . . 

Mission performed its task_ properly -- _and I am, sure that it did -- i~ _soùnded 
. . ... 

out public opinion by using all the means !:Which seemed. . apprcpriate to i t. For 

instance, it held meetings; ;-,it interviewed the acknowledged l~a..ders or spc:ik~eœn 

of Samoan society; and, · no dc;,u~t, :Jt met with .son:e mt=mbers of the European 

population. 

I think the ànswer -t;o the New Ze~land_ represer.tative 1 s f:!.,rst ques t ion. is 

q_ui tè obvious: • It is up to .-the good: sense and .t~1.e _respon fü.bili ty ~f the Mis,3ion 

itself; the Misai('ln must use . that good sense l'\nd responsi";)ility in deciding how . • : ~ : • , . . . . . ' 

to seek out p;;.blic opinion in any Trusi; Territc-;ry -- .if, that is,_ there is a 

public opinion, and we hope that aU of_ the 'J:e;rri tor::.e~. _will h<1ve one in the 

near future. The Council could also, if it so deeireë:., give specific instructicns 

to the Visi ting Mission as to how that Mise ion should seek out public opinion on "J."J.y 

particular subject. 
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In askihg the • quës'ti~n''·to\ ,11~ibh I havé • 'ju~t rèplied:, the • rep:res'en"tàti ve . 
of New .. Zeaiâfoi':stâ.t~à. thé.t' it mû.st be mi·a."e~stàod that a Visit"in~ ihss.i6~1s' •• •• , 

itinerary .'.iiis ~bàs:Jd .: 6n' ~n: agi~é~eht. between the Visit:fog· ~1i~sioti. a~d the ·. 

Administering Authori ty -- I believe I am quoting ' hi~ ;l'lrd~ .. : . That. is n~t ~/ 
understandihg. ôf tht{·posi tioi:i'. r undèrs tà.~d the pos:i. ti6n" to be the o~e tbat 

is lafa>a:bwn . in Articlé 'ê·ic cif , the Charter, which ;e~ds: •• ',.. • ' .. • 

::- ! .. "ptbviâ.ê .·•:roi:> péi:Lôdic 'visits • t6 ' ti;e ·fe;pe~tive 'T~u~t • ·., • -•• , 

Té;fritoriè~ . a:t ·. t:-'imes ~grèed u;:6~ :~i i~ ·. the' Administ.ering Auth;rity. ~ •• ".· ••• 
' ' . . . • . 

Under the Charter, it is the time whièh must be agreed upori',' ·uot the 'itinerary. 

The ëh~ritef '·doe:~ no't r~:re·; t'o the it'irie:r.ary . . J:r~ .'our ;ie~, ~he it-:'iner?,ry must 

be ~o , arranged 'as , to· make· :i. t possible' :r o; the ·v::{siting Mis~ i o~·· t6 carry '-ci~t • 

the instructions given të/it by. theT_-~ust~~ship c'oun~ll~ 
. .• • • • ., • • • • •. ' ' • .. • • ' • ~ • ' • 1 • ,. 

I corné now .,to' the second quesùmi put by the reprêsèntative of 'New Zealand . 
. . ,. , • .. . : .· 

That question, 'âccord:i.ri'g to' the notes which I w~s ·able . to inake, was this: . What 

is meant by the•' prop·o~ëd 'in~trti~tî'o~ ·to; 'th~ Visi ti~g .Missio~~- ~hat. i t sh:~uJ.d • 

undertake ~o1ular· c~n~Ûltations ':in a Trus·t Terri tory? 

Be:fo~è ; a.n~we'.ri~g tllat question~ :t' shoÙld like ~e;y b·ri~fly·, 'to refer to 
,. ·.-·~ : : ·.~; -_ . . -·· .. · .. ·. ·-~<·-~ -~ -- ·_7 .. ~ ·.; •:''' '.•·': .-· -'·: ~--:_: : .- .::~. ·: \ •' _:,... .. 

what I said in the Commi ttee on Partic~ltatinn of Indigenous In?abi tants when 
. - .. 

'this problem was discussed. I assured the Cornr:1~ ttee that there was no question 
.. 

of having a referenduni; tha~ was not consultation. Henc~, there is no need 
. . 

for any member of the Trusteeshi~ Council to have any m~sappreh~nsions in that 
.. . 

respect. The word used ·1·s "consultation" and that is what is meant • 

•·~t corr:l'now to my reply t _o the New Zeci.land rE:presentati~e J s second 
. ·· .. 

question -- ahd, again, the reply can -be ve;y ·simple. A Visi -f':i~g Mission sh~uia. . 
undertake p~p_ular co_nsultat,ion i n à Trust Territory in exactly the saiüe wa~, 

as the Vi.siting Mission to Western Samoa unde;c~ok popular consultition iri that 

Terri tory. We look Ùpon We.stern Sa~oa as an · ideal Terri.tory; self-government 

is right at its door. •• I hope that Mr. Scott, will 1:1ot wish ree to go 'into any 

. great details in explaining how the Visi ting· Mission was able to U.'1.dertake 

consultations in.Western Samoa. 

excellent. 

. : 1 

:t would . o~iy say that I am sure the rèsul t~ ·werë 
r , 

: ' 
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The,, New Zeala~d representative' s third question wmi· t .his: Who would 

decide what were the impqrtant _pr:o~Ierns on which popular consultations·should 

be held? 

The answer to tbat question is very obv;ious. .I . think the Council i tself 

should make that decision~ In fact, the . Council. bas . in the.· past taken such 

decisions; for instélnce, Jn connexion with the Togoland _problen,. • . In some 

cases, the Mission i~self could-make the deci~ion inthis respect, in the light 

of i ts . terms of refere;nce. 

I turn now ta the n~x.t, question asked by the _representativeof 

New Zealand -- and I think i1e oalled it the crucial. question. It was:· What 

constitutes pqpulaz: opinio~? I think tha.t the representat::i,ve .cf New Zealand 

later referred to ~'public _ o;pinio~"., but at the beginning of .the question he • •• 

did use the wprds 11 populi:i,r opinioll" • . . J: ,dq not w~nt to. ta.ke .. up the Councj.:L' s 

time in e?{Illaining_ the . . difference: be_tween po_pular op_in:i,.on e.nd public opiniôn. 

My draft resolution . uses the ws,rds . "p~bl.iç opinion11
) and I shall confine mj'SEÜ.f 

to explaining the m~aninffes of those·words. 

I éan only eay that ."public opiniqn" means exactly what it sayo: .the . ' • - . •' . . 

opinion of the public., Eng+ish is not my mother tongue., but· the _meaning of 
·. 

"public opinion" _is very çl~a~ to_ rr..e,, and I do not think it is .necessary to • 

gi ve any further explanat~on. ,. 

In Western , Samoa, t _he chi.efs ,.expressed the opini'qn of :the .public.~ The­

Parti togolais . du prugrèa is an in_1,tt tution , which can spea.k. for ,public · opinion 

in Togoland. Another such .institution is -the ,Cqmité de l'm:iité togolaise. 

The chiefs of the· Norther1;1 Grunerocn& can speak Jar public ,opinion. . There are· 
1 

many sources -in this resJl~ct; it -i.; not necessary f'or .me to enumerate them., • 

because I am sure Mr. Scott is f.amiliar -with them • .. I would only· say that there · 
• . - • 1 " • , , :· · 

are important ins ti~u:tions, such as tfîe .. trade ,unions in Douala and. the Legislati ve 

Council of ,Tanganrik_a, . whic:h v{e. can e,ccept as expressing _ p_ublic opinion. 

I believe that Mr •. Scott1s last questio!l wa.s this: Who is to decide 

whether or riot a petition refTects publi~ opin;i.on 9n questions of general concern? 

I am sure that Mr. Scott is not una~are of the existing procedure in that respect. 
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I believe . . the tîew- Zeà+a.nçl representative. ~lso . asked for a specific 
• • •.• . , • . . \ · ' . .. · • :' •.• ·.· .. '. ;._ ;: 

example :.of an appr.ç,priate-. representativ~ .. of public opii:iion in any Trust Terri tory. . . . ' ; ' . . ·. . : ; •, :-- . ; : ~ ; . :' . : . . 

As I have already stated, the New Zealand Government and the Trusteeship Council 

_agre·e&.,in tll~ past that the•. s.amo~n .chie.fs were approprï.ate .representatives of 
• ~ . • . " ,,· ~ • .' : -· . ' . . . . 

public '. :op:iniqn. . ':l'~at • i,s a, matter. upon .which agreement can be reached aroong 
~ ., ... • . . . ' : : . . . ' : 

the Coùncil-, tµe Y:!.siting Mission.. a1;1d the A&,ninistering Authority concerned. 
' ' • . . . • • . . ' . • . ' i '. ', : . : 

'J<:. I! ,Lhay~ p,qt -answereçl all ,the ques~ions put to .me by Mr. Scott, 

that îs because there was no verbatim record of yesterda:,.~'s . meeting. I ,·tried 

to take notes, .and I . hope. ~:ha.~ he . wil;L . forgi ~e me if I have not .. replied to some 

• ; . • 'i 

,I· have much more to ,. say .to. the .rep_r~sentative of. A_ustré.lip-~ I was able 

to obtain, a:· .C.OJ?.Y. of: his" statement, 'Whic:q ran. to aimopt nine typewri tten pages. 
'· . ' . . . . . .. ' . ~ . 

I shal.1: .-try, .t .o $nsv;rer some of Mr • . Forsyth' s cr,i ti.cisms of my dra.ft resolution. . . . .. . . ' , • • . . : • . 
' . . 

~- Tbe .. :r,epr~s.~nta.tive of A~stralia: referred to •nis statement · as a "vïgoroùs" 
.,. . ' ' . . • .. 

st.atemE=nt •. I :thtnk•.·1;1~ used \haf ,w?~d. ~ore than on<?e• Yes, it_ .was _8: vigo~ous 

statement, and I do not thi.nk it was warranted, because Mr. Forsyth -"". like 
, . . . 

the representat-ives of ;Other AdnµI;1istering Authorities .--· recognized that .• . - . . . ,.- . , ; . . . . 
· our motives were v_ery objective.·: That is the firf:!i:; remark 1 should like to make 

; 

to Mr.:Fo:rsyth; : namely, that hip vigour was !eally ll!1necessary, beèauoe we . 

were trying to help the Council, not to obstruct its work. 

Mr·~ For!Jyth accused us of being completely confused about the role in · 
•. • , • - - ' • • ~ •• 1 • • • . . '. . • • ~ '.. : • . ;' - : 

the ~T:t.'48tegs:hi.p System of the .lTnit_ed Nations, on . the one hand,. and the 
- .. ; . . - . . . . ' • . . . . 

Adminis~e_r~~~.'·.~uthori tj', on th~ , ~ther. He alleged ~9at my ap:proàch was based 9n 

a mis conception, beçause :the phrase from Art=i_cle 76 ;.of the Charter whièh ·r had 
• • • ' • , , • • • • • • , ·. . •• ," · ~ ... . ) :: ' 1 . : •. • • --: ~ . 

;1sed~as . my _sta,r.t,ing point _:''.'.' name.i;y, "the freelj" _expressed_
1
wis~es of thè 

peoples" .-- :r:epres~nted, no~ a m,eans, b\lt ~n 9bjective. Mr. Fors?t~ . ma.:intained 

that.we :wished .tq a;rrogate __ to the . Trusteeship Çouncil certain administrative 
' ' 

powers wb.ich propel;'iy,. l:lelongeo. ~o the Adnlihiste17ing Auth°.rities. For i~s~~nce; 

he said· that . only.,. th~ .Adm~nis_tering Aut1,io_ri ty: coul?, . consult thè popui~tiori~ 

. because :that was .. a , ll).a');t~r, of ,administration • . 
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According t() Mr~ Fors~rtn, the P.reparatory C,ommis~ion, in adopting 

provisional rµle 61 of _the Trusteeship Council 1 s ,.rul.es of .proçedure, had ma_de 
• , • . ~ . .... ·- . ... . . ... . ' -· . . .• 

the same mistake as I. He said that the Counc1'.l itself had subsequently 

rejected. that rule. But Mr. Forsyth did not give the Council the whole stol;,'• 

The facts in_ this re:spect ar.e on the record, an_d I .should have expected 
• . ~ 

Mr. Forsyth to be as objective as I have been and to give the Cou.~cil the rest 

of the story. 

The fact ~~ .. that p:rovisional rule 61 was adopted by a majori ty of_ the 

General Assembly; i_n. othe~ wo~ds, ~ majority 9f _the Assembly rega!ded that rule 

as consti tutional. If the rule had been unconsti tu:tional, if i t had ru... counter 

to the Charter or the Trusteeship Agreements, the General Assembly -- a 
- ,, • '.. ' 

o-,vereign bôdY, the highest body of the United Nat~ons -- could certainly have . . ~ ,' . - ·' . . . 
rejected the rule outright. Bµt _the Genera~ Assembly adopted the rule. Who 

reje_cted it? The Trust.eeship Council.. The Trusteeship Council has twelve 

members: the General A_ssembly 1 .at the t~e when i t adopted provisional !ule 61, 

was composed, I believe, of about fifty members. 
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Why was it rejected in the Counc.il? . It wa9 rejected oecause t:1e 

Administering Ai.l.thÔ~itiès opj;,osèd'·• it. It ·was-rejected 'because, -it did not 

satisfy the AdminiÙét'i~g .Aùthoritiès~ This, Mr~ Forsyth ·omitted to_ explain 

to us~ I h~1e< thà.t this omission wà.s '· not a sinful one and, I am sure i~ :was. 

not. 

Now, what -~r~ ' th~ train· 'objectiô'ns ·of · the reJJ':i.•esèntati ve of Australia to the 

draft r~~oiuti6~ -~b.ich. my ael'ega.tion he.s . sub'mi tted? AT.ticle 87 of the Charter 

defines tœ means by which the United Nations rr.ust supervise the attainµ1_ent, . in . 

each Trus-t Territory, ·of the·bi:Ù,:tê objectives lâicf dow'n in Article 76. - .But the 

representative ~i'- i\t1stralia•'itaù1tains that ;in the exerci.se of these .f'unc,tions the 
• • ' : f :'. . .. ; _ "•i • . .. • ,. . • :. . . .. . • 

United Nations hàs no right '• td èo!µe into direct contact wi th the people of: the ,. 

Trust Terri t~rié·s, as pro::posed in the • Syrîàn draft ·resolution, bec~use any kind 

of co~sultation,· he s;ys, is a . functi~n of' the Administration • 
... { 

It is now my turn'to insist · triat the representative of Australia i? 

proceeding from· a fal~~ starting point. · TJot ,oply is consultation essentia.L --

as I stated yesterday .. _:_ in the disêhàrge of the duties of the United Nations,'out ,. 

in fact, we cannot examine petitions ,or ··send visiting missions without the];'eby 

engaging in some form of consultation. The Trusteeship Council has provided 

specifically in its own rules of procedure for special investigations or 

enq_uiries which 1t.ust, if they mean anything at, all, enter what }1lr. Forsyth calls 

"the exclusive field of the Ad..'llinistering Authorities". In this . connexion I 

wish to refer to rule 97 of the rules of procedure, which reads as follows: 

"The Trusteeship Council ma.y, in agreement with the Administering 

Authority, conduct special investigations or enq_uiries when it considers 

that conditions in a Trust Terri tory make such action desirable. ri 

How can we be contributing to confusion when we have this rule before us? 

The rule is so obviously contradictory to the be.sic argument a_dvanced 'by the 

representative of Australia.yesterday that I can only assume that he fought 

vigorously against its adoption by the Council. I have had no time to check the 

records, but I think that my assumption is justified in view of the vigo~ous 

statement of .Mr. Forsyth. 

I wish to refer also to c,ne of Nr. Forsyth' s remarks yesterda.yi He said: 

"This is . not supervision; it is political activity on the part of the Trusteeship 

Council 11
• In other words, he considers that the Syrian draft resolution is intended. 

/ 
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to stir up political activity. _In oJ.l sincerity, I can .se.y that I a.:n not ' able 

to understand wh·ether· he is • ser:i.ous a,.boùt tha:t or no~. If he ·is setious, I 

should like him to :tell ' n:è how the dràft resolution ôf Syria· coulà stir up 

_political actîvity. Concërning wha.t paragrapli, what section, could. the people 

of the Trust Territories say; ":tr,e Council he.s given us a resolution;· · ,we mu'St. 

fight you right·· nOw? • • ' I horîe that Nr. Forsyth will give n:e a concrete answer to 

this question. 

I w:Lsh now to refer to the ·rema.rks ·-made yesterday by some other: 

representativee. First of ·a11, I Wish to expr_ess the deE:?p thanks -of ·my • 
, ' ' • ; . • 

delegation: to the representati ve of the ~ovi~_t. Unioti. . Al though he. supported the 

Syrian draft res')lutioh, still he cri"j;:i,cizeçl it. I am in full ag1•eenient with hiin 

because the Syrian draft resolution was a, compromise_. It certe.inly did not go as 

far as I coùld have wished it to go ·out, in committee as well as in the Coun·cil, :>. 

my delegation ·wished t6 be ~~nrpromising~ ,-altho~h ,~ot on principles; we can • •• • 

compr111mise oniy on d.ètâ:Ü's. Tl1at was our objective; that_ bas been oür purpose 

since we joined 'the Trusteeship Council~ and that, Will.be our objective as longas 

we remain a member. 

Wi th respect to the statement :rr.ade ·oy the ._ represE:?ntati ve of· India, I should 

like to thank him again for his very kind remarks. I assume that I have covered 

the points 'which he was kind enè{ighto put to rne, but if I have not, 1 shàJ.l bé 

glad ta do so. There was c:ine point in ·:particular concerning which he _-a'sked a 

question; • I 'beiieve i t was :·in c~~nexi~n ri th para~raph 2(c) on which he wished to 

have clarification. •• It seer.:s to me that the te,--t i5. qui te clear, , bùt if he will . . . ~ . . 

let me havè bis question in writin·g I ·shall be glad to answer it. , 

Referring te the statement made today by the _ representàti ve of . .Hai ti:·,; I 

znight say that. the fact thà.t the draft ·;esolut;1.on, includes a provisional .':ruJ.e 

which was not adopted by the Council but by the Preparatory Comm.i.ssion ',of :the 

United Nations is not a sin. ·rn this same ccnnexiOP: I wish to thank the:: •. 

representative of Chinà f'or the veryclear ste.temen:t which. he made: en, this 

pnrticular point, and I need hard.ly add ~~ything te;, it. l -thiok that . he' has 
' " • , " 

given the best argun:.ent and bas expressed it n:ore clearly than I .. . could have done. 
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, • • : ' __ , • .Ji • . . • ' • -_ . . r _ • • . . •; • ~ •• • • • ·, ., , • ~ •• • • ~ ~ '\ • . , • , , _ , • t .'. 

Wlth. rëspèct ·to trie amenfunents. proposetl b'j thé re'.!)·re·sentatitre · ·or China., 1 •• 
am not sure- thàt' I full':/ Ùnderstôbd:·thè ·:r:trst~';but'"I •• kiiéni ·th~t Î ·h~ve·· th~ ÔÙièrs. 

In connexion with l)a:râgrà:l;ih,!~(a) hÈ(prcipo'seci'to'~,substi'tûte' th~ ·,;~~l {, ;,_;:. < .~: 

li recorur.énd" fè,r'' the ·words' !'take 's:pèéiflè act1ôr-11f. /'-1 
;' I 3 fié.V~ \{ot'. gi ~;~~ \-~riY ,:: .• :< < 

·_- • . ' . . - - . ·_ . • ' . : • . '. .. . "- • . : -·-: ___ H . • , ·; : • • • • • • . • . •:·. ~. ·:. _.·· • 

thought : to ' ·thi'S 'Î)Oi:rit •• aà yet;"°:arra:; • ·tile·ref ore', • I cai1h6t gi ve • rriy op:i.nîori 'at'•' the 

momeht .' • H6wéver'/perhaps' ·1 'i3h~ll·.:.kn6·..r :iât'~r '· 1i/t11.é 'rn~et:ing wheth'~-~: (.•·i-: .:n~t 'r 'b~ 
accept that amendment. 

The representa.tivê: of HÜt:i>suggesteci, 1ti·.J8rih~x1~z"i. .:,ith pafagrapb •• 2-(~)', • 

changing the phr~se:' ,;tci • submit th~i'~ '.8~rn :viêws:::tô .'the' Ùriit~d Ùat~cinsr' \o : •• ' :• • 

"to stibnilt' tlièir-:own vîews ·to tlfo ·v:1Ùt:i.ng"fo.ssio~s 11
~ · The Vi~it:i.rig Missions 

and ·'.tne Unltèd' Nat'fè:ms . aré O'he' ·and th~·; sa:;àè~ 'Pérha:ps Mr~ Dors:t'~;ille ~ould 

clat:ify ·thi•s :Pôi-nt ·f6r "'me' when 1 hi~~ ·f:Ùiisiied Îny ·'.st.atèmJnt. ,. • :'. ·; :.- -' 
- • • . . - . - , .. . . . . . • , .' .• . • ,~ • . ,: • ! • • , • , -'. _ .. • . -· . • : . l , . . ·,.·. 

• I • hâvë · not'ed â fe'w : otber ·· quê'iiiti'OnsJ: bût ' On -. the se I have ndt yet had time to 
• '. 

formulaté':my ~repiies-~ • · 1- :$hail' do · so·, . {tlth ;yoû1• :përmission/ Mt~ Pre~îde~t ~ :i.n 

a few·"ttdments; . but :î> :shôUld Îike '. té ·:fîtii~h rof sla.:t;ement for th'~'· ti~e bêing 'i.n '• 

6rder :·tJ:iat I niay ·hear -the views' of bth~r' ~êprès~hta'.tives. Iri·,. ·p·artibuiar~ '•:r ·•. 

should like to know whether the representati ve of H~i ti has enythihg to· ·~ay ori 
the süb'ject.- , .,. • . . • .• .. 

My delegâti ~ri tocilt great -paind té èxplaïn in· detail yestètday' the· 

~onstit\.itionàl anci· pra·cti:cal be.sis of· this very :iroderà.te pr~:pÔsal .;hich: we have • 
' • ' ,· ·: •. •· • • . • . . • •• . • .. • 1 • . " . ·. ...., .' . t.~ • •. '·;. ,. •.. . ' 

placed b'eforè' the Cbi.mèil;, ·_ l' think that I made ·its • reasoning and i ts purpose 

absolutely clear·. i: {· am ··n~t i altogether sur:prised; . but' nê\r~rttéi'.e~s .. d{~-ap~oint;~,d, 

at the '·recëpti~n giveil· tci• it · by' s6riie 'dr my ·fri'ends fro:n tl1e -,Â~ini~t~~'in~ '' 

Authorities. They hti.ie giveii us ·' n.b hopê :of ariy ré.adihe'.ss '' to â.~cèpt :h 'hiod.erat~, •• 
·, , · ._ • •• • .. .• • . _· • · ~ .• · 1 : . ;·_ , ·- , ; : •• • ·· : , , :; : • . ·: _:: ~ . • • ,. •• -~ ··. ·.--~ -~: • 

well-balanced ,:draft· resolutiàri which, in '-thé view· of my delegàtion, v1ouJ.d help · 

them a. great dêlii ·Üi' the dis~hâ;ge· o:f 'tliùr· duti~~-. f am q~it; iware that a . 

specific ': majorïty.'':ts ·rêqÛireâ.· 'for· t1ié 'aèlôption ;f· tlÜs draft resoluti~m. - , .i am 

prepared to se/'i t • go .'té, ·thè"'vote~ •• ~1 'e·ip'~ct ' thv:t ;'there w:f.1î '·b·~ -~ req~est '.fo; a 

vote paragra'.Ph~b;i/ 1);,a'ràgrâph ·ii.n:d.'stib.:.pa;âgfaph -dy: s~1/.:pàr~gtaph:, J~~d :to .tl~~t r • 
q_ui te agreê'.'· .-:sût '' ii"' ëertèiri• p~t'agr'a:pl1S '-'or t'ire' 'ci~ai't \:e':joiùtion :fa.il to' ·rec~i V~ 

·• . . . I' ·, .. • ·. __ •_ ''. -~.;_· ·: · • . ;', _ '.J. • : . , ... ~J. ..;_. _••_- : .:, ~.-• : • •, . : .f°'(,. i ~•' , . .: :\ ":' .'~ '"· ..• ~- ;,, : ... ' : •. 

the rèqûfreâ. ;ma.jOrity; r ''sha11- hav~r to votê â.gà"inst my own draft resolution, and 

I hope that all those who have supported the Syrian draft resolution will vote 

agP..inst it if any of' the paragraphs fails to be adopted. 



YM/rrù.w 

I urge representatives·- of,'.:··t·he Administ-ering Authb.rities :to : think befo:re they 

cast their votes li : By ,votirig: _:ü:. • favour of this dr~:ft :r:e:solüticfo. they will - • ; '. '.:· 

enhance the :prestige of. thei!'- -governm1:nts; theyi :wi.11· enhahée their -prestige in<<: 

the Trust Territories if such>a! draft resclution i _s ado:ptea.: : <· 
. . 

May I be gi ven a fe'W .moment.s later in· order. to ··re:p1y.· to • the •,vadous points. _-,· 

which I •• was obliged to ·leave · upanswered? I shotù.d. l'ike.· the :tepresentative o~': 

Hai ti to tell me how many~ ifil '.any; of his q_uestio'rts :.-:r ha.ve ~ nôt '.ëoverèd; so that.< 

I n:ay-be able to reply tO • h1-n1i·: • , /-, </ ' -. \.(/~: 

The P;ŒSIDErnt -1'.fü:fü .-:is the end of the èen-eralr d..ebâ.te and I pro:pose 

nô~f- to hear explanations of : vote • 

• · ; • Mr .EGUIZABAL {El · Salvador)' (interpretatioh ' fr:Oni -$pahish): We listened < 

yesterdày to the statement's of the .Administering Aut:horities/-anâ it • seèms to us ' 
that : the·-arguments which they 'àdduced have not che.rtged: : ·sinëe 1951. : It looks as ,> 
if we had gone back to the reèetings which took pla'~é when>his ':n1a:tter was first· : ·: 

brought up. ·It is almost unbelievable tha.t we have ma.de rio progrèss after 

studying this problem for three· yee.rs,. 

' . ·- · : 
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This is not sUch e , è.if!'icult problern.. -The curioùs feeture is .thet no 

Ita-tte~ what Sort o:f s?~\1
1

ti:on: 'nujy be· ;r~posed: to satis~y the aspirations to be 

found iii ·General Ass'embly re~6lhtion 554 ·(vr); W8: neverth<3le_ss come up egi;ii!l;St 

the unanimous and deterniirieà. opposition of' the A6ministering Author:tty. My ... ·- -- .. .. . 
delegation continues tb wonà'.er ~bout this and w-e have "been woncle::cing about it 

since -1951; wè heve lietened tO ail the arguments, the arguiœnts which never 

change. - Eowever, we believ<=î 'that Article 87d of th~ èharter pr~'ifides t~e •• 

solûtion to this proble:r:1~ It : says ·that the Trusteeshi:p Council 1.tay i;teke the.se 

ana. other actions in conforrni ty wi tJ1 the terms of ths trusteeshi:p agreements". 

lh have studieël the trusteeship agreement a thousand times and we find . 
absolutely nothing which is i:n 'opposition to the iiêrticipation . of the i."1.digenou,1? 

inhabi tants in the work of thè T:rusteeshi:p CounciÏ. ·we have aven :pointed out 

certain articles of the . trusteeshir:, egreei:;ients. 

I can -refe; to article 6 of the : e.v-~·eemènts which 

For example, to taki:, one of them, 

seys ,that a11 necess~·;; i:ceasures " .. , ... .. . . 
should be telcen so as to ·assure the }?olitical aèvence:merit of the inhabitants of 

the Territory. We find' this sort of lengua ge throughou.t ail ·the . agreen:ents. 

What· does it means in general tems? It simply rr.eahs ' that they should take 
' • • 

all the means v1hich will lead · tô the politicàl aàv'èncenierit of these :peopl~,: , 
; • . 

to look out for their interests. This is not' a question of national :Pride, nor 

, do we com3 up against :problems of national sovereignty or principles. It is 

a simple question of fulfilling or not fulfilling obhé:etions underfaken in 

trea ties~ 

The argument to the effect that this que stion of indigenous partici:pation 

was not consid::'lred when Chapter XII of' the Cha:r_ter was written is :_cerha:ps not very 

valid. It was naturel that in San Francisco the drefters of the Cherter à.id. not 

get involved with such details, end they coula not take up each case. They simply 

leid aown a general outline into which most cases could be pleced. They left the 

Council a wid0 rr;argin of action so es to _achievs the general objectives.- . We are 

all sufficiently familfa r with this backgrouI16. and.. we lmow what we s done at 

San Francisco. I need not repee t all of this here. 



-Conseg_uently, thi's orgâri; the Trusteeship, CoÙn6îi, :sh~hie' be' ·J 1:ic~y which 

o:r,êrates · - i t should not b~:, ·a ·:sfaènânt orsan· att'empt:în.5 to\îhirk ité duty~ Ît 

shoulël,change its e:pproach ' côristently so· aè not·· to' gô tÔ '° sÎeê:p stkrtàing up. I 

,rould. n:ake an ezr.otio!lBl eppèl51 to all the Admïnistèrina 'Aûth.Ôritiêé, and I ·woulo. 

a 1so. s3y' t}i..e t i t is not thêy a,lcne :' who haV€ the r~S})Ortsi bili ty for the "tni.steiship 

s~teri~: .: A~ ·.-ç,f', US" t6gè:thlr:-•:à.rê,, ~ ej,onsi ble-~ for' ' i~-'Jn{f:",;,lêt&liciulà sêe k .. s6iù tion's > 

togetn0r. My delegation:dôes riot desire to beiieve that wè 'nôri_;edrninistering ._,. · 

e1/ tho~:!.t:ies 'are the only o:rés who shbulo attempf tô'se'Elk 'êôncNtê ·soluti:oris ana ' '' ,_ 

:p'ràpose IrE& •. S of 0chieviiig .6bjectives her3. We be'liêve thit àÎlôf us ' ahouid d'c,.: 

this toce'ther. We hâve a •·jofri't obli,3etioh, • since • 1:hl 'of 'Û&° ~ignec1 the Chirtet< • 

1-1: i t ,;,10r-e otherwi se , :perha1)s I might think tha t Cervan tes ;wà7P right in hsving' 

Don Qui::ote sa;y to Sa ncha Panzà: "Do n :st ins:tst; do not do' anything". 

The. PR":SIDb'NT: I .. ~hink. :perhs:ps i should· ;inè,;j.cate,t0:, :the members of 

t.i-ie Co1x.1cil w:13t I cansièer to be the : situation that ,:we nqw hev~ _. before I call 
• .. ,,1 •• , _. ': •• ·• ·,, • • • 

on any otL•Jr s:;'3akers in ex:planation of vote_. We heve before us the draft 

r3solntic::n of the . r3presenta _tiv$ of Syrie, docun:e;nt _.i:r/r:..4.5,8 •. • The amendments 

p:i:·o}?oc3cl to th9t draft resolution ere, as I understand, ~heni, tllose submitted 

by the repr3sentative _of Baiti, and they involve the èèl,eti0;n of the peragra:ph -. 

cqp:;-nenc~ng, wi th the words 11Recal_ling in this cô!ll1.e.x:;lon rule , 6I1,' .. to the eno. o:L .. 

th0 quotation of rule -61. They involve thB substitt1_:tion of th,~ w:ords "make 

recon:r.enèations" for the wore.s ';take specific action r' in y:aragraph 2 (a), enè. 

in peragreph 2 (b) they involve the substitution ~f' __ the wo.-rds 'Yisiting Missions" 

for the words ''United Nations". The srr.ena:ments also involve pal'8graph 3, but 

I have, :::io not:3s on it •_ anè,:·,it woulê' b~ bette_r 1-f the· re-.Pres-ept?,tive of .. Heiti would 

submit such a n~te. _ in _ W!'.i.~;:ïp.g. 

As I .. sey, we J:ieye • to hays some ord" ,.• 

debete is fi;nished. I am goi_ng to ,cell upon such sp,eekers é\S· de.sire to giv0 1 a.n ; 

ex:planetion of vote eno. I trust tl_1ey will-.èe_ :rea smwbly brief. 



AW/fm 

.Mr. DORSTINILT.I:: (Ha.Îti) (interpretetion fr~m F:i.~ench): ! ehoulc1 -lil-:e 

to inë:J.~ate an sr.cor which rray be due to the t!'8nslaticn because it is slmrcd by 

the representative _of Syria and yourself, Mr. President. . ~ . . ~- . :. -- . 
My third suggestion êli~. not consist of substi;tuting the ~;orcis • "Visitin,ç; 

Miss.ion" for those of !/Trusteeshi:p Council''. I sué i:;ested. th~ transfer of oll the 
• . . " • •:··· • • . ..·.: • . . • ·:· . . •. ·_· . ·, 

words from that it falls ".vithin their rightl', contuined in_ paragraph 2 (b) t~ 
• .. . .-:": .•, •.. · . ' • . , 

:paregra?h 2 (c), becauso I had. e.xpbinecl that it seemeè. tous thet this 

recomnendation coula. more easily enë. more justly b0

~ maà.e ~y-:th6v1siting Mission 
• . ~ . . 'i • .. 

and in respect of the _inhabi;b:)nts of the Terri tory, · and not b;;i; the Administration 

itself to the inhabitants of ,the Terri tory. That was the sense of the :rr:eaning • 

of my third suggestion, . 

The PRESIDENT: In -order_ that we rœy have .this situat.ion c_lear, I will 

· al::!: . . the secretary to reaa out the amendment in ~ara greph 2 of. the è.raft 

r..; ... J.:i.:1tion which was proposed by the representative,_of Syrie . 

ri_1hé SBCRETARY: I U."1_derstand tbet the amendment consists of hevitig 

the 18 st :.:«.:mtence of paragreph 2 (b) add.eè.. to IJélra graph 2 (c), so tha t sub-

pa :regraJ:,1.-- _0), after the wo~ds "the purpoee" woulà reac7. , "and to inf'ormthe 

po:pulaticf .. • .. or the indigenous inhebitants; t:iis hes to be slightly changed -­

"tha t i t .. , .. . l.s wi thin the ir righ t of :petit ion:, .mè. so ori. 

·,--,.~ PEESIDI'.NT: Is th1;1t correct? 

Mr. DOR3INVIUZ (Hal ti) (intorpretetion ~ropi French): .Ye s, tha t is . 

correct. In order to èornple te my explenation, I will give the se_cretariat the 

text of the proposed an:èndn:ent for par2graph 3. I had a sked the representative 

of Syria to comment on -this suggestion, but he has not clone so as yet. He asked 

permission to do this a little· later when he would deal with other questions as 

. ··v1ell. K:iy I ask you, Mr. President, to gront us a ten or fïf'teen minuté recess 
'.',. :•:: . ·, ,·. ~ 

so that we IT:3Y consult with each other before formally proposing the an:e:fid;rent 

. which my delGgation de sired to put forwa rd. 
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·-IJ'h!;.) l'ill·'SIDENT: :13-~fore . the_ ·.su:trlli ssicn . of thê.s,9 e n:endruên ts / and 'before 

declaring a recess, I think we shoula. hear from the re:presentative of· Ital;;' 

because what he s.ays rwy .influence the' opinions of rnembers:here~ -

__ Mr. ROBERT! (Italy): In. :reply: to the r 0r,r0sentatiVELof Syrie,: I •Vo'û.lcl :. 

like to . say ~t:ha:~ i _~ was my interit~oI?- fo take:_Jla_rt yery brief,ly iri tliie, _debete,­

elthough I submit .that my delegation sits here in _a.rether anorœlous position. ;,: 

I wanted in fact, 'j:io-_rnako.o~e oor.~n.ent,on 0ocurrent T/L . .447, .nen:eJy,that-· ·my •. 

Government bas, of course, no objection to the inclusion of indigenous -inhBbitari.ts 

of Somalilend in 1 ts delegations to the :r-.custeeship Council, :provided they be 

qualified pe_,_rsons _-in a _J>osii;ion to :Give e,ffective. collabè'retioti to the :: work of 

the delega tions and_ to the Couneil. Af.te_r _all, this would. fall within the 

rr.easures that have been ta l:::en for the prog:ress:i.ve and ni:pid asi:.ocietion of the 

indigenous inha:J:?~,tan tf?_ wit.h t,he Administration of: ,'thf3 Ter.ci torY . .: - ' ' ' 

T . also _ _.3:i-st_ened with ,care t:0 tpe .s~at~ments_ that haV:e been: made in .this -

debate. As far as the interesting and oeteiled pro:posals em.bodieë!. i _n the draft 

resolutio? , subrro. tted by t_he _representat_iv? of :_S:,·rfa ':l"r·.3 . conce1-nsd, -I _ 'b<? li0v3_. 

thGt I will,._hcvEJ to refor th0m to -my Govc rm::,;p.l •for stu6y ond :çossible com::.ents, 

in the .light a lso of . our Trustee_ship: Ae,rt.:oineri.t of 2 DF,lc!':lmber J,95.O. • Thesê 

cornments rr,ay be rœde during the next session.when _}he Tr1,lsteesh;i.p Council- will 

be discussing ,~he _ re_ports of Somalilar1d. for 1953. • 

The P:R:SSIDENT: The repre sentative of Heiti hos asked. for a fifteen : : 

:minute recess eppnrently to _.è.~scuss his am,.mè.rnf;>nts '\-1Jth o~er interested. :Pfrties. 

I am happy ~? do that, but I note thet the re:presentative of the • Soviet:Uniqn bas ., 

asked to : sr;eak a t this tin::e. 

.;. 

.,. :i ,. 

.Mr .. 'ISA .. "11APIŒN (Union of Sovi0t Socia list Rerub;J..ics) ( intsrpretation 

from Russian): _ If:"e :are going ~o ~ove · e :. re~ess, ~t, would ~e. hi·Gh,?-Y des.îreble 

that the proposed. amendments to the Syrian draft resolution, whether Hei tiap. 

an:endments or eny other, coulè.i. be :put before us in writing. 

The PRESii.JENT: -- I unêloùbte cÜy egree wi th the t. I would like t o 

have them in wri ting and a t once. _ 



MA/bs 

• The meeting was su~:pended at 12.5 p.m~ :and was resurr.ed at 12. 55 p.rn. 

The _PRESIDENT: The men:1:ie:::s have the pro:posed arr:endments d2.·e.fted by 

the delegatfon of' Haiti · and they have no d0ubt 1;iven them some brief consideration. 

I notice that the rep:èesentative of Haiti has withdrm-i-n b.is }?roposal to delete 

the parag!'a.ph in the conside:canda con1:nencing with the word 11R~call~g1'. He · 

does not propose to do.that now. 

Are members ready ta vote or woulci t:ney prefer that 

and resume at 2 p.m.7 

adjourn now 

s ·ir Alan BURNS (United kingdom}: I should · 1.ike tiree to· consider 

the draft amendù1ents now before , the Council. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Australia): I ~oul.û be g1·ateful if the Presiâent 

would aliow me to ma.ke a brief ·statement in order to make su:ce that the reco:rd 

is ·quite clear. 

In the coursé of his rer:1a.rks this morning , the represëntative of 8yr~a' -
. . 

sumrt:arizèd or endeav'oured to sumnarize • the content of sèr:::.e of rny remar~s • 

of yesterday. He indicated to the Counèil that I had ss;Ld that th~ 

Council ha.d no right to corne intc contact with the population of a Trust 

Territory. At this poi..'1.t, I thank the repre~e;:-itative of Syria for his 

courtesy. I did not have the text of my statement and he was se> courteous 

as to lend n:e the text that he had. 

I did not :firid an}~here iri the text of ny statement the actua.1 use of .· 
. . 

these words. I should lil;:e it to be quite clear on the record that I did 

not say :ln rr.y statel'.!lent that the Trusteeshi;p Council had no r;ight to come i!J.to 

contact. with the population of a Trust · Ter:r itor;r. • . ,. t , 

• The PRESIDENT: The Cou!'lcil is a,J.jou:rned., It will resume at 

2.30 p.m. 

'. 

The meeting rose at .l :p.m • . 




