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Report of-the Working Party on Article 1 ' .

1. At the 655th meeting cn 7 Noveuber 1955, the Third Committee decided:

"Po appoint a working perty, composed of representatives of

nine countrics designat2d by the Chairman of the Commitiee, to

concider Article 1 nf the draft International Covenants on Human

Rights, in the light of the amendments proposed and of +the

comments and ouggestione made, end to submit a text to the Committee

ot later them 19 November 1955, so that the Committee mey continue

its discussion and adopt, In amccordance with the decisions of the

Ceneral Assembly, e article on the right of pe~ples end pations 1o

gelf-doterminetion in the droft Internationsl .Covenants on Huran

Rights at the present session." )
2. In accordance with this decision, the Chairmen of the Third Committee, at the
656th weeting on 8 November 1955, amnnounced the sppointment of Brazil, Costa Rice,
El Salvedor, Greece, India, Pokisten, Poland, Syr.s snd Venezuela to serve on the
Working Party.
3+ Tke first meeting of the Working Paxty was cpened on 9 November 1955 by tle
Vice-Chairmen of the Third Committee. At this reeting, the Working Party by
acclamation elected Mr. Miguel Rafael Urquia {El Sslvador) as its Cheirmen, end
Mrs. Lina Taaldaris {Greece) as its Repporteur. The Working Party held six meetings
on 9, 10, 11, 1k, 15 and 16 November 1$55.
L. Besides the text of Article 1 drafted by the Comwmission on Huran Rights, the
vierking Perty hed before it the exendments prorosed and comments and suggestions
uade in the Third Committee (A/C.3/L.k6n, 475, 476, 4€0, L4EO/Rev.l; A/C.3/SR.6M1-
£55) . Furthermore, upon the request of the Working Party, suggestions and
ooservations vere presented, orally er in writing, by the representatives of

Argentina, Ecusdor, Peru, and of Denwark and Sweden.
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2. After a orief general discuesion, the Workxing Party proceeded to discuss the
article parsgraph by paragraph. It edopted by 7 votes to noas, with 2 abstentions
the following text of Artiele 1 for the consideration of the Third Conmittee:

i. All pecples have the right to self-determinaticn. By virtue of this

right they freely determine their politicel status end freely pursue their

econcmic, social and cultural development.

2. The peoples may, for their own erds, freely dispose of theiyr natural

wealth and rescurces without prejudice to any cbligations arising cut of

internationol economic co-cperation, based upon the priociple of mutusl

tenefit, and internaticnal lav. In ac cace may = reople be deprived of

its own meenc of subsistence.

9. The States parties to the Covenent having resroosibllity for the

administration cf KNon-Self-Governing and Trust Terrltories shall prorote

the realization of the right nf self-determination in such Territories

in conformity with the provisions of the United Netions Charter.
5. The Woarking Party agreed unanirgusily to include the following passage in this
report:

"The representatives of the countries which composed the VWorking
Party appointed by the Third Committee to consider article 1 of ihe
draft international covenants on humsn rights and to submit a text to
- the Committee requesting the Rapporteur to state in her rerort that,

in the discharge of the task with which they were honoured, they

endeavour=d to recnneila, as far as it waes possible, the different

polols of view; but 1n any case they reserve the rigkt of their

-delegations to defend their several points of view in the Committee
and in tke Assembly."





