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Establzhed pursuant io Unied Mations Human Reghis Counei | Resoutson S- 17/ (200 1) and extended by resolutsons 1922 (2012, 2126 (2102), 22/24

zhi ;
(2013), 2873 (2004), 28720 (200 5), IU1T (2006), 3426(2007), IT29 (20 18), 40017 (2019, 4328 (H020), 4622202 1), 4927 (2022), $2/30(2023) and
55/22(2024)

REFERENCE: COISYRIA/23/2024

The Secretariat of the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva and has the
honour to refer to Human Rights Council resolution S-17/1 establishing the Commission “to
investigate all alleged violations and abuses of international human rights law since March 2011 in
the Syrian Arab Republic”. It also refers to resolution A/HRC/55/22 (2024) adopted by the Human
Rights Council (HRC) on 4 April 2024 extending the mandate of the Commission until 31 March
2025.

The Commission is currently conducting investigations for its upcoming report to the HRC’s
fifty-seventh session in September 2024 which will cover events between | January and 30 June
2024, In this context, the Commission secks information regarding incidents and events which
allegedly occurred during this time period., which may have entailed violations and abuses of
international human rights law since March 2011 in the Syrian Arab Republic.

In this regard, first the Commission requests any information your Government may be able
to share regarding the incidents listed in the Annex to this note. The incidents listed include the
following incidents in which your forces may have been involved, according to the information
received:

* On | January 2024, alleged shelling killed three civilians and injured others in Darat Izza,
western Aleppo.

= On | January 2024, alleged shelling killed three civilians and injured seven others, including
three children in Burj Heidar and Kabashin, western Aleppo.

*  On 6 January 2024, alleged shelling killed a child and injured a woman in Idlib city, Idlib
governorate.

*  On 16 January 2024, alleged shelling a killed two civilians and injured six others in Ariha,
Idlib governorate.

* On 10 March 2024, an alleged guided missile hit a vehicle killing a child and injuring five
others in Darat Izza, western Aleppo.

* On 1 April 2024, an alleged missile killed one child in Sarmin, Idlib governorate.

* On 5 May 2024, alleged shelling killed a child and injured a woman in Ebizmo, Idlib
governorate.

Furthermore, the Commission would welcome information concerning attacks and shelling
by armed groups and other armed actors entailing civilian casualties in addition to the information
provided on the aforementioned incidents in the Annex.
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Second, the Commission continues to receive information regarding deaths in detention as
well as torture in the Government of Syria’s detention facilities, including within criminal and
security branches and military prisons. The Commission would welcome any information on steps
taken by the Syrian authorities to comply with the International Court of Justice’s order for
provisional measures issued on 16 November 2023, including measures taken to prevent acts of
torture and ill-treatment and ensure that its officials and organizations or persons under its control do
not commit such acts; and measures taken to prevent the destruction and ensure the preservation of
any evidence related to allegations of torture and ill-treatment.

Third, the Commission would welcome any information regarding concrete steps undertaken
by the Government to implement Legislative Decree No. 32 Abolishing Field Military Courts issued
on 3 September 2023, including the transfer of cases under the jurisdiction of these courts to other
courts, including the related consequences for detainees in a pre-trial phase. The Commission would
also appreciate any information regarding the situation of those sentenced by such courts in the past
following the Legislative Decree, including those sentenced to death.

Fourth, information has been obtained regarding the arrest and detention of civil society
activists and citizens voicing criticisms of the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic in online

fora including under the Cybercrime Law No. 20 of 2022, The Commission would be grateful for
information and available data regarding cases of arrests, prosecutions, and convictions under this
law since its enactment.

Fifth, the Commission has noted the submission by the Syrian Arab Republic of its report in
response to the list of issues elaborated by the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/SYR/R(Q/4). The
Commission would appreciate receiving additional information regarding the following issues:

a) The report mentions in paragraphs 5 and 11 that some members in Syrian military forces
were presented to military courts in relation to acts committed during military operations,
and that more than 400 complaints were received and processed by the State until 2023, The
Commission would be grateful to receive additional information from the Government on
the number of such cases. broken down per vear since 2011, with details on the nature of
offences committed, as well as the sanctions imposed by the Syrian judiciary.

b) The report mentions in paragraph 36 that death sentences have been pronounced by the
Syrian judiciary, and implemented, including in 2017 (19 death sentences pronounced, of
which 3 were implemented), in 2018 (18 death sentences pronounced, 6 implemented), and
2019 (3 death sentences pronounced, none implemented). The report also notes that the
names of detainees are made public (para. 3¥) and that all judicial proceedings, including
military trials, are public otherwise legally void (para. 53). The Commission would be
grateful to receive a list of cases of individuals sentenced to death between 2011 and 2024,
including dates of arrest and date of the verdict, the names, age and gender of those
convicted, the nature of offences allegedly committed, including the military or civil nature
of such offences, and sanctions enacted by the State, including how sentences may have been
mitigated on basis of amnesties when relevant. The Commission further seeks information
regarding the number of individuals executed after being sentenced by a court in 2024, with
breakdown per jurisdiction and gender, and information on steps undertaken by the
Government to inform families of the death of their relatives and conduct restitution of the
remains of the deceased.
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In addition, regarding the information provided by the Syrian Arab Republic to the Human
Rights Committee in its fourth periodic report under article 40 of the ICCPR submitted on 29
December 2021 (CCPR/C/SYR/4), the report states that: “Members of the police force are held
accountable if violent acts are committed during the investigation”, and provides a table showing the
number of police officers who have been held accountable for perpetrating violent acts during
investigations or in prisons or detention centres between 2016 and 2020, and another table showing
the number of officers held accountable for such acts in prisons and pre-trial detention centres ( para
39-40). As previously requested (COISYRIA/116/2023 dated 14 June 2023), the Commission would
be grateful to receive updated statistics by the government for these two tables, for the years 2021 to
2024,

Seventh, the Commission is planning to issue a thematic report on violations of housing,
land and property rights in the Syrian Arab Republic. In this context, the Commission would be
grateful for information regarding ( 1) instances where properties of absentees (including internally
displaced people and refugees), including agricultural lands and crops, have been either destroyed or
stolen; (2) the nature of measures taken to prevent such destruction or theft and to protect housing,

land and properties of absentees; and (3) the nature of accountability measures undertaken against
individuals allegedly involved in acts of stealing, looting and destruction of properties during the
conflict, including Syrian Arab Army soldiers, other State officials or individuals affiliated to the
State. The Commission would also appreciate any information regarding alleged violations of
housing, land and property rights of absentees, including destruction, looting and stealing of
absentees’ properties in parts of the Syrian Arab Republic controlled by non-state armed groups.

Eighth, the Commission has received information that Syrians allegedly deported from
Lebanon, including transferred detainees, have been detained in Syria after their return. The

Commission would be grateful to receive further details regarding such cases, including the rationale
for their detention, as well as regarding measures in place to ensure that national and international
human rights standards are complied with in this context.

In order for the information to be received and processed ahead of its next reporting
obligations, the Commission would kindly request that any inputs be received by 4 July 2024. We
remain ready to discuss the most appropriate means by which to obtain the above information,
including through meetings or briefings.

The Commission also takes this opportunity to reiterate its continued interest in the
facilitation of a visit to the Syrian Arab Republic by your Government to fulfil its mandate, and to
engage in dialogue concerning requests such as contained in the present communication. The
Commission is also continuing to explore possibilities for visiting the northwest and the northeast of
the Syrian Arab Republic (as mentioned already e.g. in its letter dated 5 April 2023) and would
welcome your Government's views.

GE.24-13623
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For any questions regarding the details of this request or opportunities to collaborate, please
contact the Secretariat, at ohchr-coisyriaf@un.ore ohchr-coisyriai@un. org

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to
the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 4 June 2024
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Annex |

List of alleged incidents on which the Commission requests information for its upcoming

mandated report to the Human Rights Council session in September 2024

Attacks alleged to have occurred in Idlib governorate and western Aleppo

On 1 January 2024, alleged shelling killed three civilians and injured others in Darat [zza
western Aleppo.

On 1 January 2024, alleged shelling killed three civilians and injured seven others, includng
three children in Bur) Heidar and Kabashin, western Aleppo.

On 6 January 2024, alleged shelling killed a child and injured a woman in Idlib eity, Idlib
governorate.

On 16 January 2024, alleged shelling a killed two civilians and mjured six others in Artha,
ldlib governorate.

On 29 February 2024, an alleged Russian airstrike killed one civilian and injured five others
in western Idhib.

On 10 March 2024, an alleged puided missile hit a vehicle killing a child and injuring five
others in Darat [zza, western Aleppo.

On 1 April 2024, an alleged missile killed one child in Sarmin, Idhib governorate.

On 5 May 2024, alleged shelling killed a child and injured a woman in Ebizmo, Idlib
governorate.

On 18 May 2024, an alleged guded missile hit a vehicle injuring seven civilians, including
four children in Tadil, Aleppo governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in northern Aleppo, Tall Abyad and Ra's

al-Ayn

On 25 December 2023, up to four alleged airstrikes hit a medical complex in Ain Al Arab
city, Aleppo governorate.

On 6 March 2024, alleged shelling killed a woman and injured one person in Al Sayid Al
village, Aleppo governorate.

On 31 March 2024, an alleged vehicle-borne improvised explosive device killed seven in a
market in Azaz, Aleppo governorate. On 25 April 2024, alleged killing of suspects in Azaz
IED explosion during transfer from Al-Jabha Al-Shamiya to military police custody,
Aleppo governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have oceurred in Dayr Az Zawr, Raggah and Hasakah
governorates

On 25 December 2023 an alleged airstrike hit a medical oxygen plant on the outskirts of
Qamishli city, Hasakah governorate, destroying it. The impact of the strike also damaged a
nearby dialysis clime.

On 25 December 2023, an alleged ground-based strike on a printing press in Qamashli,
Hasakah governorate killed seven civilians and injured three.

On 15 January 2024, an alleged airstrike hit Swediych electricity generation station,
Hasakah governorate, rendening the facility out of service.

On & March 2024, alleged killing of six civilian truffle gatherers in Kobajeb, during clashes
in the badia, southern Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

On 22 March 2024, alleged killing of 11 civilian truffle gatherers in the badia between
Maadan and Sabkha areas, Raqqah governorate.

On 26 March 2024, an alleged amrstrike impacted a residential area in Dayr Az Zawr city,
killing a humanitarian worker, Dayr Az Zawr governorate.
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Attacks and other incidents in Damascus, Hama, Homs, As Suwayda, Dar’a, Al-Ladhigiya,
Tartus

=  On 8 January 2024, armed clashes allegedly killed one civilian and injured four in
Yadouda, Dar’a Governorate.

=  On 8 January 2024, an alleged airstrike killed two civilians in Al Shaab, As Suwayda
governorate.

=  On 19 January 2024, an alleged airstrike killed ten civilians in Arman, As Suwayda
governorate.

=  On 7 February 2024, an alleged airstrike killed eight civilians and injured 12 including a
child in Homs city, Homs governorate.

=  On 28 February 2024, a man allegedly killed and another injured by gunfire while
peacefully protesting outside government offices in As Suwayda city, As Suwayda
governorate.

=  On 1 April 2024, an alleged airstrike hit a building adjacent to the Iranian Embassy in the
Mezze neighbourhood of Damascus killing at least 16 people, including two civilians.

= On7 Apnl 2024, during clashes between pro-Government armed groups in Sanamin city,
Dar"a governorate at least 10 civilians, including three children and a woman were killed.
At least four captured fighters were also reportedly executed in the incident.

=  On 10 April 2024, alleged restrictions were imposed on commercial vehicles entering
Rukban camp, Homs governorate, leading to severe shortages of food items and medicines
amongst camp residents.
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REFERENCE: COISYRIA/44/2024

The Secretariat of the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva and has the
honour to refer to Human Rights Council resolution S-17/1 establishing the Commission “fo
investigate all alleged violations and abuses of international human rights law since March 2011 in
the Syrian Arab Republic”. It also refers to resolution A/HRC/55/22 (2024) adopted by the Human
Rights Council (HRC) on 4 April 2024 extending the mandate of the Commission until 31 March
2025.

Further to our previous note verbale, dated 4 June 2024 and in the context of the
Commission’s investigations for its upcoming report to the HRCs fifty-seventh session in September

2024, the Commission would welcome any information you may be able to share regarding the
following alleged incidents, dating from May and June:

* On 15 May 2024, a hoy was allegedly shot in the head and killed as he was
swimming near an SDF-manned checkpoint in Dernaj village, Eastern Dayr-al-
Zawr.

=  (On 22 May 2024, armed men opened fire on the crowd using an automatic
weapon, killing two boys and injuring four civilians in Dernaj village, Eastemn
Dayr-al-Zawr.

*  (On 27 May 2024, during a protest held in front of the Ragga civil council, a
man filming the peaceful protests was allegedly beaten, while protestors were
intimidated by armed men. Several civilians involved in organizing the protests
were allegedly arrested in their homes by security forces and taken into custody
for two days.

» On 31 May 2024, alleged airstrikes hit several locations in Hasakah
governorate, causing casualties both amongst SDF fighters and civilians. In one
airstrike near Tal Hamis village, seven civilians, including two boys and a
woman were allegedly injured.

=  (On 31 May 2024, alleged airstrikes hit a farm in Al-Hatimiya village, near
(Qamishli, damaging an ambulance with a visible Red Crescent emblem and
injuring a first responder.

*  (On 15 June, a civilian was allegedly arrested in Dhiban, detained in Al-Omar
fields and allegedly died in custody.
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The Commission would also welcome any information yvour Government may be able to
share regarding the following incidents in which your forces may have been involved, according to
the information received:

*  On 28 May 2024, two children aged seven and nine were allegedly killed and a
baby seriously injured by an anti-tank guided missile outside their house near
Kafr Nouran, Aleppo Governorate.

=  On 1 June 2024, two farmers and a boy were allegedly killed by an anti-tank
guided missile near Atarib, Aleppo Governorate.

*  (On 23 June 2024, alleged clashes at an SAA checkpoint at Suwayda® northem
exit between government forces and local militias with reported use of light
weapons and shelling, injured one civilian, Suwayda’ Governorate.

In order for the information to be received and processed ahead of its next reporting
obligations, the Commission would kindly request that any inputs be received by 23 July 2024. We
remain ready to discuss the most appropriate means by which to obtain the above information,
including through meetings or briefings.

For any questions regarding the details of this request or opportunities to collaborate, please

contact the Secretariat, at ohchr-coisyriaf@un.org chchr-coisvria@un.org

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to
the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 17 June 2024
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