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S. 1. No. 8 of 2018

NIGERIAN URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING ACT, 1992
CAP. N138 LFN 2004

FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL
PLANNING TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE) RULES, 2017

(215t Day of December, 2017)

In exercise of the power conferred on me by sections 89 of the Nigerian Urban
and Regional Planning Act, 1992 and all other powers enabling me in that behall, 1,
ADUBAKAR MALAMI $a%, the Attorney-Gencral of the Federation and Minister of Justice
make the following Rules—

ORDER 1—CITATION AND APPLICATION

1. These Rules may be cited as the Federal Capital Territory Urban and
Regional Planiting Tribunal (Procedure) Rules 2017,

2.—{1) These Ruiles shall apply to all proceedings including all part-
heard proceedings in respect of steps to be further taken in such proceedings.

(2) The application of these Rules shall be directed towards the attainment
of fair, and speedy dispensation of substantial justice without undue resort to
technicalities.

ORDER 2-—F0RrRMS AND COMMENCEMENT OF ACTIONS

1. Subject to the provisions of these Rules or any other law for the time
being in force. proceedings before the Tribunal shall be commenced by way
ofa "Complaint "

2. The person who brings the complaint shall be known as the ~Plaintiff”
while the person against whom the complaint is brought shall be known as the
“Defendant™.

3. All proceedings commenced by Complaint shall be accompanied by
the following—

(«) a statement of the complaint ;

(b) the relief or remedy sought ;

(¢) the ful names and addresses of the Plaintiff :

() the full names and addresses for service of the Defendant or each
Defendant, where more than one ;

(¢) the capacity in which the Plaintiff brings the complaint ;

(/) the capacity in which the Defendant or each Defendant is sued ;

(g) list of witnesses to be called at the trial ;

() written statements on oath of the witnesses ; and

(N copies or list of every document to be relied upon at the trial.
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4.—(1) Except in cases in which any different forms are provided in
these Rules or under any other Jaw. the Complaint shall be as specified in
FORM I with such modifications or variation as circumstances may require.

(2) Where a complaint fails to comply with rule 3 of this Order, the
complaint may not be accepted for filing by the Secretary.

(3) The Plaintiff shall, at the time of filing a Complaint, leave with the
Secretary, 8 copies thereof, together with the documents listed in rule 3 af this
Order, for service on the defendant.

5. The Secretary shall—

(¢r) indicate the date and time of presenting for filing on every complaint
presented :

(b) indicate the number of copies presented ;

{c) make an entry of the filing in a cause book ; and

(¢f) identify the complaint with a chronelogical number and the year of
filing.

6. A complaint, once filed, shall not be amended or altered except with
leave of the Tribunal.

ORrDER 3—PARTIES

1. The parties to the proceedings before the Tribunal shall be persons
who have overall or statutory responsibility for Development control in the
Federal Capital Territory or whose conduct is directly or indirectly the subject
matter of the proceedings and in¢clude—

(&) the Minister. represented by personnel or relevant agency or
Department of the Federal Capital Territory Administration ;

(&) planning Authorities in Area Councils ;

(¢) the developer, owner. or Occupier of property which is the subject
matter of the Complaint ; and

() other persons who have interest in the property which is the subject
matter of the Complaint.

2. All parties 1o the proceedings before the Tribunal may appear in person
or be represented by a legal practitioner.

3.—(1) Where an action has been commenced in the name of the wrong
person as plaintiff, or where it is doubtful whether it has been commenced in
the name of the right person, the Tribunal may order the substitution or addition
of any other person as plaintiff on such terms as may be just.




(2) Where a complaint has been instituted against a wrong defendant or
where the name of the defendant has been incorrectly stated, the Tribunal
may, upon application, order a substitution or addition of any person as defendant
or correction of any such name on such terms as may be just.

4.—( 1) All parties may be joined in one action as plaintiff in whom any
right to relief is alleged to exist whether jointly or severally and judgment may
be given for such plaintiff as may be found to be entitled to relief and for such
relief as may be entitled to without any amendment.

(2) Any person may be joined as defendant against whom the right to
any relief is alleged to exist, whether jointly, severally or in the alternative and
judgment may be given against one or more of the defendant found liable, in
accordance with their respective liabilities, without any amendment.

5.—(1) It shall not be necessary that every defendant shall be interested
in all the relicfs prayed for, or as to every cause of action included in the
complaint.

(2) The Tribunal may, upon consideration of the defence filed by the
defendant. and on the defendant’s application, make such order as may appear
just to prevent him from being embarrassed or put to avoidable expenses by
being required to attend any proceedings in which he may have no interest.

6. Where a PlaintifT is in doubt as to the person from whom he is entitled
to redress, he may join two or more defendants, with the intent that the question
as to which, if any, of the defendants is liable and to what extent, may be
determined as between all parties.

7. Where there are numerous persons having the same interest in one
complaint, one or more of such persons may apply to the Tribunal for leave to
sue or be sued as plaintiff or defendant respectively on behalf or for the
benefit of all persons so interested.

8. Where a sole or surviving plaintiff or defendant in a proceeding dies
and the complaint survives. the Tribunal may. on application of either the
deceased’s next of kin, executor or administrator of the Estate or the opposing
party, order any person interested in the complaint to take the place of the said
deceased and proceed with the prosecution or defence as the case may be.

9.—(1) No proceedings shall be defeated by reason of misjoinder or
non- joinder of parties and the Tribunal may deal with the matter in controversy
as it relates to the rights and interests of the parties actually before it.

(2) The Tribunal may. at any stage of the proceedings, either upon or
without the application of either party, and on such terms as may appear Lo be
just, order that the name of any party improperly joined be struck out.
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{3) The Tribunal may order the addition of names of any party wiiu
ought to have been joined or whose presence before the Tribunal is necessary
to effectually and completely adjudicate upon and settle the issues involved in
the complaint.

$0.—(i) An application to add or strike out or substitute or vary the
name of a plaintiff or defendant shall be made to the Tribunal.

(2) Where the application is to add a plaintiff or a defendant, the application
shall be accompanied by the statement of ctaim or defence as the case may
be, atl the exhibits intended to be used and the depositions of all the witnesses,
provided that where the application is to substitute a deceased party with
another person. the application may not be accompanied by the documents
specified in this rule.

11. Where a party is added or substituted, the complaint shall be amended
accordingly and the parties shall file and exchange the processes. unless
otherwise ordered by the Tribunal.

12. Where by these Rules, any act is required to be done by any party in
any proceedings, such act may be done either by the party in person or by his
legaf practitioner or his agent.

Orper 4—Issue OF PrROCESSES

1. Where the Secretary is satisfied that a complaint. along with all
relevant documents have been filed, he shall forward same to the Chairman
for fixing a date for hearing.

2. On the direction of the Chairman, the Secretary shall issue a notice of
hearing of the complaint as in Foram 2 and shal! serve the notice on all parties.

OrpER 5—SERVICE OF PROCESSES

1. Service of the complaint and all documents and processes presented
and filed shall be made by staff of the Tribuna! (in these Rules referred to as
the “Process Server™).

2. The Process Server shatl serve a copy of the Complaint. all relevant
documents and processes to be considered by the Tribunal on each party
personally at least 28 clear days before the date fixed for hearing of the
Complaint.

3. Where n party is represented by a Legal Practitioner. service of process
may be made on such Legal practitioner or on any clerk or person under his
control.




4. Where personal service cannot be conveniently effected, the Tribunal
may, upon application by the Plaintiff, if satisfied with the application, make an
order that service be effected cither by—

(o) delivery of the document to an adult person at the usual or last known

abode or place of business of the person to be served :

() pasting the processes at—

(#) the Tribunal,

(#i} the subject property,

(iif)the usual or last known place of abode or business of the person
to be served, or

{iv) place of public resort in the Federal Capital Territory ;

(c) courier service ;

(d) print, electronic or any other form of media communication ; or

(¢) anv other means of substituted service as may seem just.

5. A company, corporation or organization shall be served by deliverytoa
director, secretary, Trustee or other Principal, Senior or responsible Officer of
the organization or by leaving it at the registered, principal or advertised office
or place of business of the organization within the Federal Capital Territory.

6.—(1) After service of process, the Process Server shall—

{) promptly swear to and tile an affidavit setting out the fact. date, time,
place mode of service and the description of the process served ; and

(&) exhibit the acknowledgment of service.

(2) the affidavit referred to in sub-rule (1) of this rule shall be prima
facie proof of service,

7. A party requiring service of any process shall pay in advance all costs
and expenses of. and incidenta! to service at the rate as provided in the Second
Schedule to these Rules.

8. Service of all processes shall be effected between the hours of
6 o'clock in the morning and 7 o clock in the evening.

9. Save in exceptional circumstances and as may be specially endorsed
by the Tribunal, service shall not be effected on a Sunday or on a public
holiday.

£0.—{1} The Tribunal shall keep and maintain a book of record of service
of processes in which shall be entered, by the Process Server, the names of
the parties, the method of service, whether persanal or substituted or otherwise
and the manner in which the officer ascertained that he served the process on
the right person.

B 301

Substituted
SErv e,

Seniccon
Company.
corporation
or body
corporate.

Proal ot
S,

Cost of
SeIvice.

Time of
elfecting
ser e,

Sundas and
puhlic
holiday.

Record hook
of service ol
process.




B 302

Statements
ol claim and
delence.

Content of
pleading.

Staement
of claim.

Time for
filing defence
and counter-
claim.

Time for
filing reply.

Lxtension
of Time.

Particulars
where
ACLUSSATY.

Admission.

(2) Where any process has not been served, the reason for the tailure
shall be stated and every entry in the book or an office copy thereof, shall be
prima facie evidence of the several matters stated therein.

ORDER 6—PLEADINGS

1. A statement of Claim, statement of defence, counter- claim and reply
are known as “pleadings”.

2. Every pleading shall—
(¢) contain a statement in a summary form of the material facts on

which the party pleading relies on for his claim or defence, as the case may
be, but not the evidence by which they are to be proved ;

() be divided into paragraphs, and sumbered consecutively : and
(¢} be signed by the party in person or by a legal practitioner representing
the party.

3. A statement of claim shall include the relief or remedy to which the
Plaintiff claims to be entitled.

4.—(1) A defendant shall file his statement of dcfence, counter- claim
or set-off, if any. not later than 7 days after service on him of the claim.

(2) A counter claim shall have the same effect as a Claim so as to
enable the tribunat pronounce a final judgment in the same proceedings and
avold multiplicity of actions on the same subject matter.

(3) A set off shall be specifically pleaded.

5. A Plaintiff shall, within 7 days of service on him of the statement of
defence and counter-claim or set-off, if any, file his reply thereto if he desires,
provided that where a defendant sets up a counter- claim, if the Plaintiff or
any other person named as a party to such counter-claim contends that the
issue thereby raised ought not be disposed of by way of counter-claim but in
an independent action. the Tribunal may at any time order such counter- claim
to be excluded from its proceedings.

6. A party filing a pleading outside the prescribed period shall seck leave
of the Tribunal and in addition pay to the Tribunal such additional fee for each
day of default as prescribed in the Second Schedule to these Rules.

7. In all cases in which the party pleading relies on any misrepresentation,
traud. collusion. breach of trust. negligence. detault, duress or undue influence,
particulars with dates, 1f necessary, shall be stated i the pleadings.

8.—{ 1) Every allegation of fact in any pleading. if not specifically denied
in the pleading of the opposing party, shall be taken as admitted.




(2) A general denial in any pleading shall not operate as denial of any
specific fact in the pleading of the opposing party.

9.—(1) Each party shall specify distinctly in his pleadings, any condition
precedent, the performance or occurrence of which is intended to be contested.

(2) An allegation or defence of ~Notice™ or “Non-Notice™ to the other
party, where relevant. shall be specifically pleaded.

10. No technical objection shall be raised to any pleading or on the
ground of want of form.

11. The Tribunal may. at the pre-hearing conference in any proceeding.
strike out or order to be amended, any pleading or part thereof which may be
unnecessary or scandalous or which may tend to prejudice, embarrass or
delay the fair trial of the complaint on such terms as may be just.

12. If in any case in which the defendant sets up a counter- claim, the
case of the Plaintiff is dismissed, struck out or discontinued for whatever
reason, the counter claim may nevertheless be proceeded with.

ORrDER 7—AMENDMENTS

1.—(1) A party may amend his pleadings at any time before the close of
pre-hearing conference, and not more than twice during the trial but before
the close of the case for botl parties.

(2) Where any complaint or pleading is to be amended, a list of any
additional witnesses to be called together with their written statements on
oath and a copy of any document to be relied upon consequent upon such
amendment shall be filed with the application.

2. An Application for amendment shall be made to the Tribunal and
shall be supported by an exhibit of the proposed amendment, provided that the
application may be granted by the Tribunal upon such terms as may be
considered pust.

3. Where any complaint or pleading is amended, a copy of the amendment
shall be file in the registry and additional copies served on all the parties to the
complaint and such amended document shall be marked as follows -

“AMENDED this......ooocnday of Lo 20......
pursuant to the order of the Tribunal dated the ........... day of
.......... beere e 2000007

B 303

Condition
Precedent.

No objection
on Technica-
tity or form.

Striking out
of pleadings.

Proof of
counter-
claim where
complaint is
dismissed.

Amendment
ol pleadings.

Application
for
amendment,

Endorsement
and service
ol amended
process,




B 304

Right to
dicontinue a
complaint,

Wheee
pleading is

discontinued.

Form of
imerlocuton
applicalions.

Reply 1o
application.

Ex-parte
orders.

Interlocuton

application
1o be heard
during pre-
hearing

conference.

Pre-hearing
nolice.

ORrDER 8—DISCONTINUANCE

1. A Plaintiff may at any time before being served with the defence or
after receipt of the defence but before taking any other step in the proceedings,
by notice in writing duly filed and served, wholly discontinue the ¢laim against
all or any of the defendants or withdraw any part or parts of the claim. subject
to such terms as the Tribunal may deem just.

2. Where a claim or pleading is discontinued or withdrawn, the Tribunal
shall strike out the matter and no subsequent claim shall be filed or maintained
on the same facts, save with the leave of the Tribunal.

ORDER 9—INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATIONS, MOTION [T1C.

1.—( 1) Where by these Rules any application is required to be made to
the Tribunal or chairman, such application shall be made by motion, supported
by affidavit and served on the other parties.

(2) The application shall state the grounds upon which it is predicated
and the relief sought and shall be accompanied by a brief written address in
support of the relief sought.

2. Where the other party intends to oppose the application under rule 1
of this Order, he shall within 3 days of service on him of such application. file
his counter-affidavit, grounds of objection and a brief written address stating
why the application should be refused.

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in these Rules, the Tribunal may
make an ex-parte order on such terms as to costs and undertakings, where it
is satisfied that delay in hearing the application after notice is given to the
parties affected would entail irreparable damage or serious mischief to the
other party.

4. Except where expressly provided for in these Rules or other enactment
in force and at the discretion of the Tribunal, all interlocutory applications shall
be made and considered at the pre-hearing conference.

OrpER | 0—PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

1.—(1) After close of pleadings. the Secretary may. on the direction of
the Chairman, issue a pre-hearing notice as in FORM 3 providing time and
place for a pre-hearing conference, and accompanied by a pre-hearing
information sheet as in FORM 4.

{2) The pre-hearing notice as well as the pre-hearing information sheet
shall be served on all the parties.




2. Parties shall attend the pre-hearing conference as scheduled by the
Tribunal to—

() dispose of matters which can be dealt with by way of interlocutory
applications in order to ensure that hearing of the substantive matter is not
dclayed by interlocutory applications ;

(b) identify and simplify the issues in controversy ;

(c) obtain admissions and identify facts or evidence which the parties
may agree upon or upon which the Tribunal may make a binding decision in
order 10 narrow the field of dispute ; and

() explore the option of amicable settlement of the dispute.

3. At the pre-hearing session. the Tribunal may give such directions as
may be necessary in the circumstance of the case to secure its expeditious,
economical and just resolution, including but not limited to -

(@) scheduling of inspection, visits to the Jocus inguo and production of
documents ;

(£) settlement of issues ;

() order of witnesses to be called ;

() narrowing down the field of disputes between the parties ;

(e) profiling of witness lists, expert statements and reports ;

(/) identifying and tendering only documents that parties have objection
to their being tendered at the trial :

(g) fixing of clear days for hearing of the substantive matter;
(#) joinder of parties and dispensing with unnecessary parties ; and
(ryamendment of processes,

4. Save for exceptional cases with the leave of the Tribunal. all
interlocutory applications shall be heard and disposed of at the pre-hearing
conference, provided that decisions on interlocutory applications seeking to
terminate the proceedings on any ground whatsoever shall be delivered together
with the final judgment of the Tribunal on the substantive matter.

5.—( 1) The Chairman or any other member of the Tribunal designated
by the Chairman shall conduct the pre-hearing conference.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, the Chairman or a member conducting
the pre- hearing conference shall have the jurisdiction to make orders. give
directions for the purpose of the pre- hearing conference and to determine
interlocutory applications made at the pre-hearing session as a sote adjudicator.

(3) The orders, directions or determinations of the Chairman or a member
referred to in sub-rule (2) of this rule shall, for the purposes of the pre-hearing
conterence be deemed to be the decisions of the Tribunal,
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6. The pre-hearing conference shall be conducted and concluded within
a reasonable time from the date of the first conference, subject to such
extension as may be granted in exceptional cases with cost against the party
at whose instance the extension of time for pre-hearing conference is granted.

7. At the end of the pre-hearing conference, the Chairman or a member
conducting the pre-hearing conference shall issue a scheduling order, which
shall take account of the matters considered at the conference, and guide the
course of the substantive matter, unless modified by the Tribunal.

8.—(1) Where a party fails to attend a pre-hearing conference. the
Tribunal may proceed without such a party and the scheduling order arising
from the pre-hearing conference shall be binding upon such party.

(2) Save for exceptional cases with the leave of the Tribunal and order
as to cost, a party who fails to attend a pre-hearing conference shatl be
foreclosed from making any interlocutory application during the course of
hearing of the substantive matter.

ORDER | | —PROCEEDINGS AT TRIAL

1. Once a complaint has been made to the Tribunal pursuant to Section
84 of the Act, or under these Rules, no demolition or other exercise
mentioned under the Act, shall take place in respect of the subject matter
of the complaint until the final decision or judgment of the Tribunal and
appeal rights (if any) have been exhausted by the aggrieved party.

2. In pursuance of Section 58 of the Act, the Tribunal may. if it deems fit,
and upon application by any party, extend the period of time during which a
stop work order shall remain in force.

3. The proceedings of the Tribunal and its decisions shall be held and
pronounced in public,

4.—{1) The date and time of the sessions of the Tribunal shall be fixed
by the chairman, subject to the vacation periods of the Tribunal, namely—

(«) all public holidays ;

(b) from 23rd December to Sth January of each year ;

(c) during the week beginning with Easter Monday ; and

(d) from 24th July to 7th September each year.

(2) The chairman may, in special circumstances, convene the Tribunal

durtng vacations, provided that such special circumstances shall be stated in
the record of proceedings of the Tribunal,




5. The sitting of the Tribunal shall be held from day to day, subject to
such adjournments as the Tribunal may consider fair and just.

6. Subject to Order 10 of these Rules, the quorum for sittings of the
Tribunal shall not be less than three members who shall include the Legal
Practitioner under Section 87 (1) (¢) of the Act,

7. The chairman shall preside at all sittings of the Tribunal and tn his
absence, the chairman or the Tribuna! shall nominate a member for the
purpose.

8. Where a complaint is called for hearing and neither party appears, the
Tribunal shall strike out the complaint unless it sees good reason to the contrary.

9. Where the plaintiff appears and any defendant fails to appear, the
plaintiff may upon proof of service of the processes, proceed to prove his
case against any defendant who fails to appear without prejudice to his right
to proceed with the action against those who have appeared.

10.—(1) Where the defendant appears and the plaintiff does not appear,
the defendant shall be entitled to an order striking out the Complaint with such
order as to costs as the Tribunal may deem fit, and if he has a counter-claim,
then he may prove such counter-claim, so far as the burden of proof lies upon
him. unless the Tribunal sees good reasons to the contrary.

(2) In any other case not herein specifically provided, where the
party served with the complaint does not appear within the time prescribed,
the plaintiff may with the leave of the Tribunal proceed as if appearance
had been entered.

11. Any complaint struck out under rule 8 of this Order may be relisted
on the application of the defaulting party on such terms as the Tribunal may
deem just.

12. Any judgment obtained where any party does not appear at the trial
may be set aside by the Tribunal upon such terms as may seem just.

13. An application to relist a complaint struck out or to set aside a default
judgment shall be made within 14 days after the order or judgment has been
made and shall show good cause why it should be granted.

14. The order of proceedings at trial shall be as herein prescribed—

() the Plaintiff shall, in all cases begin and present his case ; and

() documentary evidence shall be tendered and read or taken as read
by consent.
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I5. A party who desires to call any witpess not being a witness whusc
deposition on oath accompanied his pleading shall apply to the Tribunal for
leave to call such witmess and the Tribunal in granting the application may
order such witness to file his deposition on oath or be examined orally.

16. All agreed documents or other exhibits may be tendered from the
bar or by the party where not represented by a legal practitioner.

17. Oral examination of a witness during evidence-in-chief shall be
limited to confirming his written deposition and tendering all disputed documents
or other exhibits referred to in th. deposition.

18. Nc document, plan, photograph, or other object shall be received
in evidence at the trial unless it has been filed along with the pleadings of
the parties or sufficient notice as to why it could not be filed is given
before the trial.

19. The Tribunal may, at any stage of any proceedings and at the
expense of the desiring party, order the attendance of any person for the
purpose of producing any writings or documents named in the order or for
the purpose of being examined in connection with matters in controversy
as specified in FORM 6 of the First Schedule to these Rules.

20. The Tribunal shall not be bound by provisions of the Evidence Act
but may, in the course of its proceedings hear such witnesses and receive
such documents as in its opinion may assist in arriving at a decision as to the
truth or otherwise of the complaint referred to it by the parties.

21. The Tribunat may, during the hearing of a complaint before it. and
before its final decision, visit the premises or development site which is the
subject matter of the complaint.

22. The Tribunal may order any party in its proceedings to pay the costs
of the proceedings if having regard to the party’s conduct and all the
circumstances of the case, the Tribunal considers it just and fair 10 so order.

23.—(1) A party shall close his case when he has concluded his evidence.

(2) Either party may make oral application to have his case closed,
provided that where the Tribunal considers that either party fails to conclude
his case within a reasonable time, the Tribunal may swo motu close the case
for the party.

24. The Secretary shall take charge of every document or object tendered
or put in as exhibit and shall mark or label every exhibit with a letter or fetters
indicating the parsty by whom the exhibit is put and the witness by whom the
exhibit is provided. and with a number, so that all the exhibits put in by a party
or provided by a witness are numbered in one consecutive series.




25. The Secretary shall cause a list of all exhibits in the proceedings to
be made and the list of exhibits, when completed, shall form part of the record
of proceedings.

26. A bundle of documents may be treated and counted as one exhibit.

ORDER 12— WRITTEN ADDRESSES

1.—(1) When parties have closed their cases respectively or by order
of Tribunal, the plaintiff shall where the defendant does not calt evidence, file
his written address within 7 days and cause same to be served on the defendant
who shall upon receipt of the plaintiff's written address, file his own wrilten
address, within 7 days.

(2) Where the defendant has called evidence, at the close of the case
for both parties the defendant shall file his written address within 7 days and
cause same to be served on the plaintiff who shall also file his within 7 days
from the date of service on him of the defendant’s written address.

2. The party who files the first address shall have the right of reply
on new issues raised by the other party in his written address within 3
days of service on him of that party’s written address wherein the new
issues are raised.

3. The Tribunal may aliow oral address for the purpose of parties adopting
their written addresses for not more than 15 minutes to each party, or for such
extended time as the Tribunal may consider just.

4. The Tribunal may dispense with written addresses where it considers
it just and expedient, and may record the oral addresses of parties.

OrDER 13—JUDGMENT

1. After the close of final addresses by parties, the Tribunal shall retire
into a closed session for deliberations, provided that only members who were
present at the trial shall take part in the deliberation.

2. Every member taking part in the deliberations shall state his opinion
in writing and the reasons for it.

3. The conclusions reached by majority of the members shall be the
decision of the Tribunal, provided that where four members deliberate on a
matter for whatever reasons, the chairman or any member nomnated in that
capacity shall have a casting vote whenever there is a tie.

4.—(1) Every judgment of the Tribunal shall reflect—

(@) a succinet account of the proceedings |
() the issues raised by the parties :
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(¢) the Tribunal’s evaluation of the evidence and submissions ; and
(d) the final decisions of the Tribunal and reasons for the decisions.

(2) The final judgment shall be delivered within 30 days from the close
or adoption of final addresses.

5. The chairman or any member nominated in that capacity shall deliver
the judgment of the Tribunal. which shali be signed and dated by the chairnman
and all members who took part in the proceedings.

6. The judgment of the Tribunal delivered in accordance with rule 4
and 5 of this Order shall—

(a) be sealed by the secretary
(b) be deposited at the registry ; and
(c) take effect from the date it is pronounced.

7.—(1) The Tribunal, in its judgment may direct the time within which
any act is 1o be done, reckoned from the date of the judgment or order or from
some other point in time as it may deem fit.

(2) Every judgment or order made by the Tribunal requiring any person
to do an act shall state the time within which the act is to be done and the
Secretary shall endorse on the judgment or order a memorandum for service
on the person required to obey in the following or like manner—

“If you, the within numed ...... ... ... ¢weglect to obey this judgment
or order within the time herein limited, you will be liable to process of
execution for the purpose of compelling you to obey the said judgment
or order.”

8. Judgments or orders of the tribunal shall be binding on all parties until
set aside on appeal.

9, It shall be the responsibility of the Control Departiment, the police and
all law enforcement agencies in the FCT to enforce the judgment or order of
the tribunal.

Oroer 14—RIGHTS OF APPEAL

1. An appeal shall lie as of right from the final decision of the Tribunal to
the High Court.

2. Any party aggrieved by the final decision of the Tribunal shalt file his
appeal in the registry within 2| days of the judgmeni and shall pay all costs
necessary for compilation of the record of proceedings of the Tribunal and
service of all the appeal processes as shall be assessed by the Secretary.




3. All appeal records shall be compiled by the Secretary and forwarded
to the High Court within 21 days from the date the appeal was filed.

4. The party who has entered his appeal may apply to the Tribunal for
stay of execution of its order pending the determination of his appeal.

5. Appeals from the final decision of the Tribunal shall be heard in
accordance with the practice and procedure prescribed by the Chief Judge
for the purpose.

ORDIR 15—REGISTRY
1. The Registry of the Tribunal shall be headed by the Secretary.

2.—(1) There shall be kept in the Registry under the control of the
Secretary, a register initialed by the Chairman in which all Complaints and
supporting documents shall be entered, in the order in which they are filed.

(2) Where a document has been filed, the Secretary shall make a note to
that effect on the original, and if a party so requires, on a copy submitted for
that purpose.

3. The chairman shal! prescribe the rules for keeping and maintaining
the register.

4, Parties or interested persons may on application and payment of the
prescribed fees, obtain certified true copies thereof.

5. Whenever the Secretary is not available his duties shall be performed
by any officer designated by the Chairman or Secretary.

6.—(1) Where by order of the Tribunal, any money is paid or deposited
with the Tribunal, the Secretary shall ensure that such money is paid into an
interest yielding account with a reputable bank and shall further ensure that
any interest thereon shall accrue pro tem to the benefit of the party who at the
end of the action, is entitled to the money originally paid into the Tribunal.

(2) Any money paid into or deposited with the Tribunal shall not be paid
to the party entitled to it except by order of the Chairman.

7. All processes that are required to be fited or deposited with the Tribunal
shall be filed or deposited in the registry.
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ORDER | 6—MISCELLANEQUS

1. Where a matter arises in respect of which no provision or adequate
provision is made in these Rules, the Tribunal shali adopt such procedure
as may in its view do substantial justice between the parties concerned.

2. Where depositions and affidavits are required under these Rules, and
the person is illiterate, such deposition or affidavit shall be accompanied by an
interpretation jurar showing that the deponent understood the deposition or
affidavit.

3. The Secretary shall be the Commissioner for Qaths of the Tribunal.

4. The Forms set out in the First Schedule to these Rules shali be used
where applicable, with such modifications as the circumstances of a particular
case may require, provided that, the Forms shall not constitute a ground for
avoiding any application or proceedings whatsoever,

5. The fees payable under these Rules shall be as specified under the
Second Schedule to these Rules, provided that the Tribunal may review the
fees from time to time as it deems just,

6. The Federal Capital Territory Urban and Regional Planning Tribunal,
(Procedure) Rules, 2008 is revoked.

7. Nothing shall invalidate anything done under the revoked Federal Capital
Territory Urban and Regicnal Planning Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 2008.

8. In these Rules. unless the context otherwise requires——

“Act” means, the Nigerian Urban and Regional Planning Act, 1992, Cap.
138 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 ;

“Chairman™ means, the Chairman of the Tribunal or any member acting
on his behalf';

“Chief Judge™ means the Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory ;

“Complaint”™ means the mode of commencing proceeding before the
Tribunal and includes "appeal” referred to in Sections 38, 40 (2), and 84 (3)
of the Act ;

“Control Department”™ means the Control Department created under
Section 27 of the Act;

“Defendant” means a party who defends a complaint and includes a
plaintiff in & counter-claim :

“Develop™ with its grammatical variations shall be construed accordingly ;

“Developer™ means the person, Agency, or company or body corporate
carrying out any building, engineering, mining or other operation in, on over
or under any land or making any environmentally significant change in the
use of any land or demolition of buildings including the felling of trees and




the placing of free standing erections used for the display of advertisements
on the land, and the expression ;

~High Court™ means High Court of the Federal Capital Territory ;

“Member” means a member of the Tribunal ;

~Minister” means the Minister in charge of the Federal Capital Territory ;

"Occupler” means any person in possession of a room, house or piece
of land or any landed property ;

“Ohener”™ means the person with a legal or equitable title to a piece of
land or any landed property ;

“Plaintiff” means the person who initiates or commences proceedings
before the Tribunal and includes a defendant who files a counter-claim ;

“Registry” means the oftice of the Secretary :

“Secrefary” means the person appointed as Secretary to the Tribunal
under Section 87 (2) {¢) of the Act and includes any person acting on his
behall or performing the duties of his office in his absence ; and

“Tribunal”™ means the Federal Capital Territory Urban and Regional
Planning Tribunal established under Section 86 of the Act and where the
context so permits includes the chairman, member or secretary thereof
under these Rules.

Ll
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FIRST SCHEDULE [Order |6 Rule 4]
FORM 1
FORM OF COMPLAINT
In THE FEDERAL CaPiTaL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL

HoLpeEx AT ABuia

CASE NOuviiiiie i,
BETWEEN :
AB .o PLAINTIFF(S)
AND
C.D o i eecsneee e A DEFENDANT(S)
To:
CD

You are hereby commanded that within Fourteen (14} days after the service
of this complaint on you, inclusive of the day of such service you do cause a
stateruent of defence to be filed for you in a complaint at the instance of
TR .. and take notice that in default of your so doing the
complamant may proceed therein, and judgment may be given in your absence.

The Complainant’s claims and documents are herewith attached-list them as
in Order 2 R.2

DATED thiS..covvveeviiiiivvvinnins day of i, 200

Secretary
FoRrR SERVICE ON :

MEMORANDUM TO BE SUBSCRIBED TO THE WRIT

This complaint is to be served within six calendar months.
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FORM 2

In THE FeperAL CAmTAL TERRITORY UURBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL
HoLpex AT Apuia

Case No
BeETweEN
............................................................ PLAINTIFF(S)
AND
............................................................ DEFENDANT(S)

NOTICE OF HEARING

Taxe Novice that the above named complaint has been fixed for hearing
Al e onthe. .o day of L

Secretary
FOR SERVICE ON ©
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FORM 3
In THE FeDERAL CaAPITAL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL
HoLDEN AT ABUWIA

Caste No......... bemeeamneearereaaes
BETWEEN:
............................................................ PLAINTIFF({S)
AND
reereesnasessemeseeesoemsnsasssesssssessssesernenn . DEFENDANT(S)

HearinGg NOTICE FOr Pri-HEARING SESSION

Taxe NovicE that vou are required to attend the Tribunal on the ..
Day of... .20, LAt for a Pre- I1ear|ng
session for the purposes set out in Order IO rule | of the Federal Capital
Territory Urban and Regional Planning Tribunal (Pracedure) Rules 20............

Please answer the questions in the attached pre-hearing information sheet on
a separate sheet and submit 7 clear days before the above mentioned date.

Take Nomice that if you do not attend in person or by Lega! Practitioner at the
time and place mentioned, such proceeding will be taken and such order will
be made as the Tribunal imay deem just and expedient,

DATED this....ccniiicvrnnnennne day Of ...ecvererrrenrrrrenenrreiens . | SR

Secretary
For StrRvicE On ¢

.................................................
.................................................

.................................................




B 317

FORM 4
IN THE Feperal CAPTAL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TrRIBUNAL
HoLoex AT ABWA

CASE NO...vverrrrrrrrceirrnnsnnees
BETWEEN :

rebereeseshestesibabaraeus s b s a s s b rasae b aanranas PLAINTIFF(S)

........................ vereresrariesacssrersnsenreereess. DEFENDANT(S)

PRE-HEARING INFORMATION SHEET

All parties shall not later than 7 days before the date scheduled for the
first Pre-hearing sesston file and serve on all parties—

() All applications in respect of matters to be dealt with before hearing

including but not limited to the matters listed hereunder.

(b) Written answers to the following questions :

|. Do you require that this action be considered with any other action(s)?
If so, give particulars.

2. Are amendments to any process required ?

3. Ifyou intend to make any additional admissions, give details.

4, Are there witnesses you may wish to call? If so, state how many.

5. Will interpreters be required for any witness? If so, state in what
language.

6. Is there any way in which the Tribunai can assist the parties to resolve
their dispute or particular issues in it without the need for a hearing or full
hearing ?

7. Have you considered any lawful alternative means of resolving or
narrowing down the dispute or particular issues in it ? If yes, state the steps
that have been taken so far. If no, state reasons.

8. List the paragraphs or portions of the charge or defence you are
admitting,

9. List the documents you are consenting to.

10, List the documents you are disputing and the reasons for the dispute.

11, List the applications you intend to make during the Pre-hearing session.
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Darvep this. day of s 20,
(Sign)
or : Legal Praciitioner
For ServicE On




FORM S
In TiE FEDERAL CaPiTAL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL

HoLpen AT ABUlA

CASE NO...ooiiiivininiienn,
BETWEEN :
............................................................ PLAINTIFF(S)
AND
............................................................ DEFENDANT(S)
PrOOF OF SLRVICE OF PROCESS

L ettt st Process Server, of the FCT
Urban and Regional Planning Tribunal, Abuja do make oath and state that :
On theo e, day of i 200

THE o ieieesireeeriensee s ess s eneneeeen el COPY Of Which is attached to
this documents was served

finsert name of the party being served)

BY oo HeETE insert mode of service)

(insert name of the party being served residence or
registered office or place of business eic.)

Sworn to at the FCT Urban and Regional Planning Tribunal, Abuja this
e day of 200

Address 1o e
BEFORE ME

COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS
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FORM 6
IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL
HoLpex AT ABura

CASE NOo e vieererreveinenns
BETWEEN :

cvveerrenneen. PLAINTIFF(S)

AND
............................................................ DEFENDANT(S)
WITNESS SUMMONS

L O U

(insert name of person being summoned)
of ...
You are summoned to appear before this Tribunal at ...
............................................................... (insert location of the Tribundai).
On i, day of o 20, i at the hour of
........................ O’ clock in the forenoon, and until the application is heard, to
give evidence on behalf of the.............coi

(insert the name of party on whose behalf) witness is to give evidence and
also to answer any question or to bring with you and produce at the time and
place Aforesaid. ... ..o

{Specify the document) in your custody or control which relate to any matter
in question in the Application.

DATED this....ccoooovviieneees day of i 2000

Secretary




L
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H.
12.

13.
14,

15,
16.

17.

SECOND SCHEDULE [Order 16 Rule 5]

FEES PAYABLE IN THE FCT URBAN AND
REGIONAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL

These are the fees incidental to the execution of processes in matters
before the Tribunal as cited in Federal Capital Territory Urban and Regional
Planning Tribunal (Procedure) Rules 2012,

MAYTERS, APPLICATION, AFFIDAVITS, DECISIONS, ORDERS

On filing any application (if accompanied by other papers)

On filing an affidavit

For swearing to an affidavit or making a declaration per
deponent

For marking any paper annexed to an affidavit or declaration

On filing any other paper

On filing matters relating to compensation :

(a) below N10,000.00
(£)N10,000.00 to N100,000.00
(c)N100,000.00 to N1,000,000.00
{d) Above One Million

On filing a security bond

For taking down a person’s statement where so ordered
as the court may direct

For drawing up a bill of costs where so directed per folio
of 72 words

. Fortaking cost where so directed : per N10,000 or part

thereof

For every subpoena

For attesting the execution or signature of an instrument
not otherwise provided for

For sealing a tetter of request

For searching the archives for each period of six months
or part thereof

For sealing any document not in a proceeding

For certifying a copy as a true copy per folio of 72 words
or part thereof

Maximum amount to be charged is

after which no further charges shall be made for the

document to be certified.

For an interpreter of a language per day or part thereof,
as the tribunal may order

N
1,000.00
500.00

600.00
600.00
200.00

10%

8%

5%

3%
300.00
5,000,00
per day

500.00

500.00
500.00

10.000.00
500.00

1,500.00
2.000.00

1,000.00
18.000.00

1,500.00
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20,

21.
22.

23.

24

25,

26.
27.

28.
29.

On every petition to the chairman, a member or the
secretary (not being an application otherwise provided
for) unless waived by a member or the Secretary

For the service of any document or process initial fee
plus kilometre charge. See Amrex A

Obtaining order of tribunal

For payment into Tribunal (except when ordered by the
Tribunal or proceeds of execution—

(a} below N10,000.00

(5} N10,000.00 to N100,000.00

(c) N100,000.00 to N1,000,000.00

(<Y Above One Million

For an inquiry by a tribunal officer where so ordered
for each sitting
For an account taken by a tribunai officer where so
ordered per MN100,000.00 or part thereof found to have
been received
Acquisition of status report including satellite imagery on
property from AGIS Printing on an A0 lmage Map
Printing on an Al Image Map
Printing on an A2 Image Map
Printing on an A3 lmage Map
Printing of site plan
Plot survey data

Filing of pleadings
Late filing of pleadings

APPEALS

Notice of Appeal to High Court

2,000.00

2,000.00

10%
8%
5%

3%

2,000.00

500.00

17,000.00
12,000.00
9,500.00 *
7,000.00
12,00000 |
12,000.00

500.00
100 per each
day in default.

5,000.00

Compilation of Appeal Records per folio words 100 words 500.00

PayMENT FOR SERVICE OF NOTICES

Garki 1 and Wuse |
Garki 1l and Wuse 2
Asokoro & Environs
Karu & Environs
Nyanya & Environs
Phase 2

Phase 3

1,500.00
2,500.00
2,500.00
3,060.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
2,500.00



N
Phase 4 3,000.00
Phase 5 4,000.00
Gwagwalada and Envirens 4,000.00
Abaji and Environs 7.000.00
Gwarinpa 2,000.00
Zuba 3,000.00
Kwali 5,000.00
North west 50,000.00
North east 60,000.00
South east 50,000.00

PAYMENT FOR SITE INSPECTION

To INcLUDE N
Asokoro and Maitama 6,000.00
Phase 2 6,000.00
Phase 3 7.000.00
Phase 4 8,000.00
Phase 5 9,000.00

Mape at Abuja this 21st day of December, 2017.

ABUBAKAR MALAMI, SAN
Attorney-General of the Federation
and Minister of Justice
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