
Promote national engagement
GCOS National Coordinators

(item 7.4)

31st Session of the GCOS Steering Committee

Geneva, 2-5/07/2024

A. Bombelli, GCOS Sec



GCOS SC-31, Geneva, 2-5 July 2024

Background

GCOS Implementation Plan 

➢ Theme E “Engaging with Countries”

➢ Action E2 “Promote national engagement in GCOS”

Decision No. 2 - GCOS Steering Committee

(virtual session, 23/01/2024)

Terms of Reference 
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GCOS National Coordinators for Climate Observations

Role of GCOS NC

To promote communication between national systems and regional/global bodies to 

ensure that the best climate data is available at national level.

More specifically, their role is to:

• Communicate with the GCOS Secretariat, including reporting on national updates, 

and participate in international GCOS-related meetings and conferences;

• Advocate for high-quality, sustained, long-term national climate observation 

following GCOS ECV requirements and guidance; 

• Promote the reporting and use of climate observations within the UNFCCC.

For more details see the GCOS NC TORs
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Engaging with Countries

Ongoing activities

▪ Identify and contact GCOS NC still in charge

▪ Interviews with few of them (already had with Germany, 
Ireland and Switzerland)

▪ Survey for countries without a GCOS coordination mechanism

▪ GCOS Secretariat participation in GCOS German and Swiss 
national meetings

GCOS-GAW Swiss meeting, Bern, 23/03/023

to be updated
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To discuss relationships and mutual benefits of GCOS national coord. mechanisms

First 3 interviews (May 2024) with Germany, Ireland, and Switzerland

The follow common key points emerged from a preliminary analysis:

➢ GCOS National meetings are very important, to report on progress, provide guidance, 

highlight gaps and needs, etc. 

➢ Ensure consistency and align the national reporting with the GCOS reporting cycle (i.e.  

Status Report, Implementation Plan, ECVs Requirements).

➢ A formal reporting mechanism to GCOS, following a consistent template to identify 

criticalities and future work, could be beneficial.

➢ UNFCCC: some of the GCOS National Coordinators are also the national delegates for 

Research and Systematic Observations (RSO) within UNFCCC. 

➢ Enhance interactions: regional and/or global events to be organized, but considering the 

current budget limitations, a dedicated online forum could the first feasible step.

Interviews with GCOS National Coordinators
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➢ Their national strategies for climate monitoring are (or 

can be) based on the GCOS IP and other GCOS related 

documents and activities.

➢ The link with GCOS helps in putting the national activities 

into the global context.

➢ GCOS provides the justification for: 

i. developing systematic long-term observations of 

ECVs at national level, and

ii. claiming for the required financial support.

➢ The GCOS national mechanism is important to provide coordination and consistency 

across the wide range of players at national level. 

GCOS Added Value to National Coordinators
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a) Update and expand the GCOS NC list, 
considering NMHS and UNFCCC national 
delegates for RSO.

b) Contact few other countries, from different 
regions, that either have an operational GCOS 
National Coordination System, or we have 
good contacts with them, like: Brazil, Italy, 
Japan, Spain, and USA.

c) Online survey targeted to countries without a 
GCOS nat. coord. mechanism.

Proposed way forward

Comments and guidance from 
the GCOS Steering Committee?

Get further insights for developing a simple and 
practical strategy for an effective national 
engagement, including cost-effective way of meetings.

GCOS SC



Thank you!
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