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At Georgia Center for Opportunlty

we want the best educated kids in the world because we know a good education is cruual
for a child to have the best chance for a successful, fulfilling future. |

Unfortunately, too many children are missing out on the educational opportunity they need .
to reach their highest potential. Your kids deserve better. All our kids deserve better.

We have already helped more than 16,000 Georgia students get a better education by
providing parents the ability to choose the best education for their child through the
creation of the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship and the Georgia Tax Credit Scholarship
Program. Additionally, more than 90,000 students have the ability to attend a public
charter school in Georgia.

These educational choices have changed the lives of many of these kids and their
families. But these programs are currently limited. These 106,000 students, less than 5
percent of Georgia's overall student population, are not the only ones who deserve help.

We can and should do more.

Each year, the legislature has the ability to expand existing educational choices to more
families—and to create new programs that provide greater choice and opportunity. But do
they always vote in the best interest of students and their families?

This report card allows you to see how your elected leaders voted during the 2017
legislative session on bills to create or expand parents’ ability to choose high-quality public
and private education for their children.
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Summary of Bills Graded

HB 430

3 points

Creates a new $100,000 annual block grant for every public charter
school to use towards their facility needs, pending appropriations, and
sets minimum quality standards for charter authorizers and clarifies
how federal title funds are to be distributed to locally approved
charter schools. House Bill 430 addresses two significant equity
concerns for charter schools but falls short of the most pressing
concern, student funding equity.

PASSED - House Vote #239 and #417, Senate vote #346 and #378

HB 217

3 points

Expands the current Tax Credit Scholarship Program (currently
capped at $58 million) to $65 million initially, with a 10%
growth allowance per year up to $100 million. This would allow
approximately 12,000 additional children to receive scholarships
to attend a school that better meets their individual needs.

DID NOT PASS - House vote #142 and #396, Senate vote #376 and #293

| point

Allows children of active duty service members to choose among
any public school in the district.

PASSED - House vote # I14, Senate vote #240

HB 338 (ESA amendment)

3 points

The Senate had the opportunity to vote on an amendment to

HB 338 that would have created Education Savings Accounts
giving parents the power to use their children's state education
dollars on a variety of educational options, including tuition and fees,
textbooks, virtual schooling, special education therapies and tutoring.
DID NOT PASS - Senate vote #230

Honor Roll

Designation earned by legislators for sponsoring or co-sponsoring
legislation to expand educational options. Legislators earned a
“+" to their grade for sponsoring school choice bills and received
a promotion of up to half a letter grade in their overall score for
sponsoring two or more bills.

Incomplete
Legislators with fewer than three total votes received an
“Incomplete (z).

For more information on the different types school choice
programs, or for a parent handbook on choosing the best option
for your child, visit www.georgiaopportunity.org/education



CaseyCagle  (gyerall Senate Grade =D

Lt. Governor

SENATOR PARTY  CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217 HB217 HB338 SCORE POSSIBLE GRADE

(SV#240) (SV#346) (SV#378) (SV#293) (SV#376) (SV#230)

@ ALBERS, John, 56TH R Roswell Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16 A+
ﬂ ANDERSON, Lee, 24TH R Grovetown Y Y Y - N 10 13 B
‘ ANDERSON, Tonya, 43RD D Lithonia Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
@ BEACH, Brandon, 21ST R Alpharetta Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 C
@ BLACK, Ellis, 8TH R Valdosta Y Y Y - N N l 13 C
@ BRASS, Matt, 28TH R Newnan Y Y Y Y Y N 13 16 B
9 BURKE, Dean, 11TH R Bainbridge Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 C
9 BUTLER, Gloria, 55TH D Stone Mountain Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
ﬁ COWSERT, Bill, 46TH R Athens Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 (o
° DAVENPORT, Gail, 44TH D Joneshoro Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
Q DUGAN, Mike, 30TH R Carrollton Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 C
‘ FORT, Vincent, 39TH D Atlanta Y Y N - N N 4 13 D
9 GINN, Frank, 47TH R Danielsville Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 C
@ GOOCH, Steve, 518T R Dahlonega Y Y Y Y N Y 13 16 B
@ HARBIN, Marty, 16TH R Tyrone Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16 A
‘ HARBISON, Ed, 15TH D Columbus Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
0 HARPER, Tyler, TTH R Ocilla Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 C
G HEATH, Bill, 31ST R Bremen Y Y Y N N Y 10 16 (o
@ HENSON, Steve, 41ST D Stone Mountain N Y N N N N 3 16 F
a HILL, Jack, 4TH R Reidsville - Y Y Y N N 9 15 C
@ HILL, Hunter, 6TH R Atlanta Y E Y Y Y Y 13 13 A+
@ HUFSTETLER, Chuck, 52ND R Rome Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 (o
@ JACKSON, Lester, 2ND D Savannah Y Y Y N N N l 16 D
‘ JAMES, Donzella, 35TH D Atlanta Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
0 JEFFARES, Rick, 17TH R McDonough Y Y Y Y N Y 13 16 B
e JONES 11, Harold, 22ND D Augusta Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
‘ JONES, Emanuel, 10TH D Decatur Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
‘ JONES, Burt, 25TH R Jackson Y Y Y Y E Y 13 13 A+

Honor Roll



Georgia State Senate

SENATOR PARTY  CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217 HB217 HB338 SCORE POSSIBLE GRADE

(SV#240) (SV#346) (SV#378) (SV#293) (SV#376) (SV#230)

Q009000029006 000000000002000

KENNEDY, John, 18TH R Macon Y Y Y Y N N 10 16

KIRK, Greg, 13TH R Americus Y Y N Y N N 1 16

LIGON, William, 3RD R Brunswick Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16 A+
LUCAS, David, 26TH D Macon Y Y N N N - 4 13

MARTIN, PK., 9TH R Lawrenceville Y Y Y Y Y E 13 13

MCKOON, Josh, 29TH R Columbus Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16 A+
MILLAR, Fran, 40TH R Atlanta Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16 A+
MILLER, Butch, 49TH R Gainesville Y Y Y Y N 10 13

MULLIS, Jeff, 53RD R Chickamauga Y Y Y Y N N 10 16

ORROCK, Nan, 36TH D Atlanta - Y - N N - 3 9

PARENT, Elena, 42ND D Atlanta Y Y N N N N 4 16

PAYNE, Chuck, 54TH R Dalton Y Y Y Y N Y 13 16 A-
RHETT, Michael, 33RD D Marietta Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
SEAY, Valencia, 34TH D Riverdale Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
SHAFER, David, 48TH R Duluth Y Y Y Y Y Y 16 16

SIMS, Freddie Powell, 12TH D Dawson Y - Y N N N 4 13 D
STONE, Jesse, 23RD R Wayneshoro Y Y Y Y N Y 13 16 A-
TATE, Horacena, 38TH D Atlanta Y Y E N E N 4 10 C
THOMPSON, Bruce, 14TH R White Y Y Y Y Y N 13 16 B
THOMPSON, Curt, 5TH D Tucker - Y Y Y N N 9 15 (o
TILLERY, Blake, 19TH R Vidalia Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 (o
TIPPINS, Lindsey, 37TH R Marietta Y Y N N N N 4 16 F
UNTERMAN, Renee, 45TH R Buford Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 (o
WALKER 11, Larry, 20TH R Perry Y Y Y N N I 13 (o
WATSON, Ben, 18T R Savannah Y Y Y Y Y N 13 16 B+
WILKINSON, John, 50TH R Toccoa Y Y Y Y N N 10 16 (o
WILLIAMS, Michael, 27TH R Cumming Y Y E Y Y Y 13 13 A+
Senate Y Y N




David Ralston

Overall House Grade = A

~ Speaker of the House

HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217  HB217 GRADE

(HV#11)  (HV#239)  (HV#417)  (HV#142)  (HV #395)

REPRESENTATIVE PARTY CITY SCORE  POSSIBLE

©  1BRANS, Stacey, 9TH D Aanta Y N NN N i 13 F
@  ALOWNDER Kinbery G6TH D Hiam Yoo NN N [ 13

©  BALLINGER, Mandi, 23RD R Canton v o Y E Y i 7 7 A
€  BARR Tinathy, 103RD R Lawenceile E Y Yooy Y 0 12 A+
@  BATILES, Pau, 15TH R Cartersill Y E Y OE Y 7 7

©  BAZEWORE, Debra, 30 D Riverdale Yy E NN N I 10 D
@)  BEASLEVTEAGUE, Sharon, 65TH D Red Oak Yy N NN N I 13 F
€  BETON, Dave, T2TH R Buckhead Yoo Ny Y 0 13 A-
@  BENNETT Karen, 4TH D SoneMountain Y N NN N I 13 F
@  BENTLEY,Patty, 130TH D Buller Yooy NN N I 13 D
(D BENTON, Tommy, 315T R Jefferson Yooy Yoo N 7 13 c
€  BESKIN, Beth, 54TH R Aanta v o Y : N N . 10 c
©  BEVERL, James, 143R0 D Macon v N NN N [ 13 F
©  BLACKNON, Shaw, 146TH R Bonaire Yooy Yooy Y B 13 A
@ 5000, iam, G200 D EastPoint y N NN N [ 13 F
©  5ONNER, Josh, 72ND R PeachtesCty Y Y Yooy Y B 13 A
)  BROADRICK, Bruce, 4TH R Dalton Yooy Yooy : 0 10 A
@ BROCKWAY, Buz, 10200 R Lawrencesile Y Y Yooy Y B 13 A+
@ | 5rUcE Roger 61T D Manta Yoo NN N I 13 F
©  BUCKNER, Debbie, 137TH D JunctonCty Y N NN N I 13 F
© GURNOUGHRhonda, TTTH D Rierdale Yy N NN N I 13 F
@  surs, Jon, T50TH R Newington Yooy Yooy : 0 10 A
@  cAWELL Wichael 207H R Woodstock Yooy Yooy Y B 13 A
@  CALOWELL R, Johnwie, 131ST R Thomaston Yoo Yoo Y 0 13 B
©  cannon, Park, 56TH D Manta v N NN N [ 13 F
©  CANTRELL, Wes, 220D R Woodstock Yoo Yooy Y B 13 A+
@  carson, Join, 46TH R Mariett Yoo Yooy Y B 13 A+
©  CiRTER Ay, T5TH R Valdosta Yooy Yoo N [ 13

@  CARTER, Doreen, 920D D Lithonia Yooy Ny Y no 13




Georgia House of Representatives

REPRESENTATIVE PARTY  CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217  HB217

(HV#11)  (HV#239)  (HV#417)  (HV#142)  (HV #396)

SCORE POSSIBLE  GRADE

@  cASAS, Daid, 0TTH R Libum Y oY vk Y 10 10 A+
() CHANDLER Joyce, 0STH R Gagon YooY Yy v B 13 A
@  CLARK, Heath, 147TH R WamerRobns v Y Y Y v B 13 A+
@  CLIRK, Daid, 96TH R Bufod A Yo B 13 A+
@  COLEMAN, Brooks, 57TH R Dubth A A A e 0 10 A
@ cowms . 6aTH- R VilRca YooY Yy v o 13 A
©  COOKE Kevin, 8TH R Camolton A v I 13 A
©  COOMER, Christan, 14TH R Cotersile Y Y Y Y v o 13 A
©  Co0PER, Sharon, 43R0 R Mareta YooY Yy e 0 10 A
@  CORBETT, Jomn, TaTH R lokePak YooYy T T 13 c
© concay 08T R Llbum YooYy v v o 13 A
@ OEFFENBAGH Jon1ST R looloutMontan Y Y Y Y Yo 5o 13 A
€  DENPSEY, Katie, 13TH R Rome R v B 13 A
@  DICKERSON, Pam, T13TH D Conyers R T N . 13 D
©  oiCKey, Robert, 140TH R Musell R v o 13 A+
@ 0oL MattssTH R Marietta oYYy v no 12

@ ooveLss Demerrvs, T8 D Stookbridge Y - NN " 1 10

@  ORENNER K, 85TH D Aondolestates E E e E " 0 3 i
@  oRevER, David, 5oTH D Mata 2 " . 13 D
@  ousniK, et 29T R Ganesile Y Y Y Y v o 13 A
@  0UKES, Winfed, 154TH D Abay Yooy on N . 13 D
©  ounanoo, Emary, 30mH R Gamesile Y Y Y Y v B 13 A
©  ouncan, Geoft, 26TH R Cummng ey vy v o 12 A+
@  £ALUN, Darel, 153RD D by 2 v o 13

© ErSTRATON Chuck T R Dala 2 v o 13 A
©  eHrAnRT, Ear, 367H R PowderSpings VY Y Y v W 13 A+
@  ENGLAND, Tery, T6TH R Abum vy vy v wo 13

©  epps, Bubber, 104TH R DyBamh Y Y Y Y v wo 13

© evuns, stacey, 420 D Smyma R T . : 13 D



REPRESENTATIVE PARTY CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217  HB217 SCORE  POSSIBLE  GRADE
(HV#119)  (HV#230)  (HV#a17)  (HV#102)  (HV #396)

9 FLEMING, Barry, 1218T R Harlem Y Y - Y Y 10 10 A+
‘ FRAZIER, Gloria, 126TH D Hephzibah Y N N N N 1 13 F
Q FRYE, Spencer, T18TH D Athens Y Y N N N 4 13 D
@ GARDNER, Pat, 57TH D Atlanta Y N N N N 1 13 F
@ G, o, 87 R Homer 2 T
‘ GILLIARDCarIWayne 162ND D Garden City Y """""""""" N N N N 1 """"""""""" 13 F
* GILLIGAN, Sher, 24TH R Cwmmng Y Y Y ¥ ¥ @ 1 A
‘ GLANTON, Mike, 75TH D Joneshoro Y Y Y Y Y 13 13 A+
() BoLCK, R, 4TTH R Smyma vooY Y Y Yy w1 A
© CORONLUCoG RO D Seamsh - N N Y ¥ & n o
@ CRAVLEY Niah, 67TH R Dugesile Y Y Y Y Y 1 @ A
©  GREENE, Gerld, 15T R oGubet Y Y Y Y Y ®m @ A
©  GURTLER Nat R Tge L 2 T
© WSO Neagan 8O R Booaen  E - Y Y v g 9 A
(@ HARDEN, Buddy, 148TH R Codele 2 T
©  HARRELL et 106TH R Smhle Y E Y Y ¥ om0 A+
©  HATCHETT ot 50T R Dubl A A 2 B
@ AWK, Lee, 7TH R Gamesle Y Y Y Y v 13 1 A
€  HeNSON, Michee, B6TH D SoeMouan Y N N N N1 3 F
@ WL Dewayne, R0 R Rngld Y Y N Y Y ® 1 B
©  HiuTon, scot, s57H R Atant 2 T
@  wcuens, i, t61sT R Rincon T A 2 R W
@  osan, oo, T R StSmonslend Y Y Y ¥ Y B
@  woLcous, suon, 15T D Atont T T . 13
©  HoLMES, Susan, 1297H R Mot - E E Y E 3 3 i
@ wousonem,mOH R Mahile Y Y vy oW N 1 B
@ oww0wane 1 D August v oow E E B 1 ! i
© i Caoyn B D Cowbs Y oW W N oW1 3 F
© uckson ek ST D Tyune T T T n D
©  Jncxson, Wk 1287w D Smdesile Y N N E Y 4 0 c
@ snsperse, Rick 1TH R Jasper vy oy vy o0 A



Georgia House of Representatives

REPRESENTATIVE PARTY CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217  HB217 SCORE POSSIBLE  GRADE
(HV#118)  (HV#230)  (HV#417)  (HV#102)  (HV #396)

@ JONES, Jan, 47TH Milton Y Y Y Y Y 13 13 A+
Q JONES, Jeff, 167TH Brunswick Y E Y Y Y 10 10
@ J0NES S 5580 Aanta I T 6 9 B
@ JONES, Todd, 25TH South Forsyth Y Y Y Y Y 13 13 A+
@ 0N Voo, 1T i Y Y Yy v Bon A
© KELLEY Tey, TTH Clrton Y Y E Y Y non A+
© (ENRICK, Darstun, S0 T R S A T T T S 13
@ e Ton, TaTH lgnile Y E Y Y - o 7
* KNIGHT, D, 130TH i Yooy Y v v om o om A+
© LARICCIA, Doninc 65TH A A A 0 ouB B
©  L0%EZ Broncs, S9TH Woeoss Y N NN N o B F
@ Lom s 200 Fvrs I B on A
@ Luvsoen e, 127H A Bon A
@ VRN, Peio Pete 6TH Duut L T T T o B F
@ veRT Chuck, 29Th Mpbta Y Y Y Y E now A
© ATHIAK Kren, TSRO i I T A non B
€) VMWELL Howard, TTH Dals YooYy ooy v n 1 B
© veea, Tom 30 Ben  E Y Y N Y 5 n B
@ VeCLA, Dewey, T00TH lwrencele Y NN NN o 3 F
©  csowan, B, 136TH heiws Y Y0¥ ¥ 0 13 B
@ veroows, o, 5TH R A S A S 0w A
© VETEE Verie, S5TH anta [ T T T o 3 D
© vcheLL bin, oam SoeMontan Y N N WY o 3 D
@ RIS ey, T56TH Vidal [ A 6 6 i
@  osey, Howrd, 8300 Aanta I T T o B F
@ eison sheio, 1257 A T T T o B F
©  newron, v 12300 npsa Y Y Y v Y B 1B A
@  nimER, chad, oTH Bockbear Y Y Y NN 1 B c
© i Ry 60T lGane Y Y Y Y ¥ B 1B A+
€ OUINER Moy Margeret, 8200 D E Y N NN 3 12
© #uwis i, 12200 Mecon [ T o 12




REPRESENTATIVE PARTY CITY HB224 HB430 HB430 HB217  HB217 SCORE  POSSIBLE  GRADE
(HV#114)  (HV#239)  (HV#417)  (HV #142) (HV #396)

e PARK, Sam, 101ST D Lawrenceville Y Y N N N 4 13 D
@ EMMHOH R Geme Y Y Y Y Y W 0w A
e PARSONS, Don, 44TH R Marietta Y Y Y N Y 10 13 B
e) PEAKE, Allen, 1418T R Macon Y Y Y Y Y 13 13 A
e PETREA, Jesse, 166TH R Savannah Y Y - Y Y 10 10 A
@ PO, i 13500 R Cbmhs Y Y Y Y ¥ @ 1 A
@ RHLE Gy, 55TH R Ashtum 2 T
6 POWELL, Jay, 1718T R Camilla Y Y Y Y Y 13 13 A
©  POWELL Aln, 300 R Hartwel v oY Y Yy v 1B n A
© PRI Bety, T R Roswel A T n B
© PRICE BT D August T T T T B F
) PRUETT, Jimmy, 1Th R Esnn Y - E N E 1 ) i
© UK. Regiva, 1T R Athens T T T T B
© RAFFENSPERGER BradSOTH R omsCeek Y E - v Y 1 7 A
© PMGSRALPaeteOTH R PowerSuns Y Y Y Y Y @ 1@ A
@ REEVES,Bor, TH R Marieta A 2 R
©)  RHODES, Ty, T20TH R Geeson Y Y Y Y Y 13 1 A
@  RIOLEY, Jason, T R Chwott Y Y Y Y Y 11 A
©  ROGERS,Tory 0TH R Cakesile Y E Y Y Y m m A
@ RUTEDGEDde 0O R Mot Y Y E Y N1 n B
@  RIDERS o, 5200 R Alany 2 R R
@ scom sancroh D Rer T T T B F
© sEer e, R Aoworth vy Y Y B 1 A+
© SN Renita 8TH D Decatr T T T T T 3 F
@ SRR Dot T D Valdos T T T T B F
@ s, duson, T6TH R lakdand Y Y - W N4 noc
©  SILCox Deborah, 5200 R SmdySpins Y Y Y Y Y @ @ A
© sum, Lym, T R Newnan YooY E Y Y mm A
@ s Vil 15T D Marita T T T n D
""" SHITH, Ricard, 134TH R Combs Y Y Y ¥ o1l A

Honor Roll



Georgia House of Representatives

REPRESENTATIVE PARTY CITY HB224 HB430 HB4A30 HB217  HB217 SCORE  POSSIBLE  GRADE
(HV#114)  (HV#238)  (HV#417)  (HV#142)  (HV #396)

@ SMYRE, Calvin, 135TH Columbus Y Y - N N 4 10 C
@ sPEnCeR, aso, 80TH Woodbne Y Y ¥ ¥ - nooow A
@ srepHens iy, 5T Smah Y Y Y Y N W 1 B
€ STEPHENSON, pan, 90TH e T T T B F
@ stepens o, 0TH Swmah Y Y Y Y Y 1@ n A+
© 1oL Vi, 1T foestPak Y Y Y Y Y 11 A+
@ STOuER, Do, TiST Vewn Y Y Y Y Y 1B 1@ A
©) STRICKLAND, Bian, TTH Wlooh Y Y Y Y Y 1@ 1 A
@ TIKERSLEY,Ja, To0TH Bokt Y Y Y Y Y 1B 1@ A
@ TNER Kevin, 9TH bwsile Y Y Y Y & W 1B B
@ RN, Stee, 2D Gidmagg Y Y Y Y Y 1B 1B A
© VLR Daene, TR0 Twmsile Y Y ¥ Y Y 1@ 1@ A
@ ™R Tom, 7o Dwooy Y - Y Y Y Wm0 A
© TeSLEY som, 7TH Vaita Y Y Y Y Y 1B 1B A+
& THOUAS, Erica, 39TH huste L2 T T T 5 D
@ THONAS, "l Nabie, 56TH Mant Yooy oo v 3 D
© TRANELL Robert, 13200 Wtersile YN0 W ow 1 5 F
© TURIER, Scot, 2157 WlySpngs Y ¥ Y v v BB A
@ s, eiso, 6o Mant L2 T T T T T 1w F
© wison, som, 200 T A A noow A
@ weLch may, omh Woough ¥ - Y Y ¥ n o0 A
@ WeRKHEISER, Bil, 57TH Gele Y Y Y Y & W 1B B
@ WikeRsoN, Daid 38TH hustel Yoo oo o 5 F
@ WILLARD, Wendel, 515T sndySpngs Y Y - Y ¥ now A
@ s, toeTH Vi Y E 00w o D
© s, chuck o Wabgnsile Y Y Y Y ¥ BB A
@ s, “Coach, 67TH nondaleEsates Y - 0 N - o 7 c
@ wiLuaws, Rk, 145TH Wledgedle Y Y Y ¥ ¥ BB A
© WILLIAMSON, Brce, T5TH Monroe [ A T T BB A







Learn more about
Education Savings Accounts

The latest innovation in offering choice in
education that can be customized to the
specific needs of a child!

What Is an ESA?

“ESA" stands for Education Savings Account and is one of the most
creative ways to provide school choice to children and families
who are looking for a different option. ESAs allow parents to
create a customized learning experience for their children from

a wide variety of educational services.

How Do ESAs Work?

An ESA works in a very similar way to Flexible Spending Accounts
(FSAs) or Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) that many people
currently use to pay for their healthcare. Under an ESA, the state
would place the amount of money it spends for a child's education
into a restricted account for the benefit of that child. Parents
would then be able to pay for that child's educational needs
from those funds for approved expenses like tuition and fees at an
approved school. If parents do not spend all of the money placed
into the account, the money rolls over to the next year and can
continue to be used for educational needs as they arise. If, at the end
of a child's K-12 education, there is still money in the account, parents
can use those funds to pay for college expenses for their child.

What Can | Pay for Using an ESA?

As with a FSAs and HSAs for health care, ESA funds may be
used for a variety of things, including: tuition or fees at qualified
participating schools, tutoring, online learning programs, fees
for specialized or advanced courses or testing, fees for college
entrance exams, savings for future higher education expenses,
or services or therapies for students with disabilities.

Learn more at http://georgiaopportunity.org/esa/
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