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Sect.ion 308 (dt 0£· the :interj~.i:sdictional Fishe~ies·. ~ct, 

16- u.s· .. c. ~197(4), authori"zed' ail,~appropriation of $65 mi_lli.on to 
the Department;- :of_ Cc>tmnerce: •to ~abl~ the Se.~t~- to. a~rd . ,· . 
grants to persons engaged in. c~rc1'3-. fleher~es, for un111:sured · 
losses determined by tb,e secret~ to have·been-suff,ered as 4 a . 
direct rea~t of.a ~iahery.resource .disaste1:-~· _Thee+igibl~ .... 
"f'ishermen must .have Iese. t-han $2- tnil·lion ·in annw,.l . gross - rev~nues 
and the 9*uits a;re _-linrl.~ed t9 ~~ ·pe~t of·- ~heir. uninsurea . 
losses, npt ·to exceed $10Q,=oQO. · · . · · · 

.. . . .. .. .:·. .. .. ..

· I us~~ this· ·iegjslat.1~ .~\l~ri~y in 1994 to r~~nd ~o . · 
unprecedented low.-~dance ot:Pacific •salmon -~~ and, .-by. this 
action, I .will. use it again~~- ~9~5. Mdi~ona~_;y, I ~1;3:,_~end 
·th~ ·reaoh· pf these- p~ ..t;-o -.ll fis~ bu.~1.nesses ;n New 
England an<l ~ 1:h~·G,ulf. of M¢·c;o_ who -.y ~ve···suf.fe;red heavy . 
w.u.nsured·-l.osses because ·ot··-the -~l:lapse qf- importapt grc;,undfish 

· ··stiOcks and.a.draU1.atical1y·£~crea~~d level of eftort ne~essary io 
req.uce byoatch· ·of sea tunles - · · · · _. · · 

. . . " . 

In ·all :Of th~se tfi~: conditi()Jl. of ·th~ fisp.~ry .. 
.. ;-esources bas ·been· d~ged ·by::a: combinati9Q. ·:of· :factor:s_-.beYQ~d.'the 

· eo~trol of. in¥,vi:d~ £1-11:e~~-'.-·A _Ya.st. mno~~ of:J?ac~i~: sal~n 
. habitat: has- bee;_i.-d~st;reyed by -~1:18, ·fore~. ~ land:anaDa;g~ent

pract;i¢es that' ~ve. .weakened:~-·· stocks ·98.pac!t:y. to s~ v~ . · 
normal ·climatic fluct~ations. Non point· som;-cenutried£s ..and 
debris ente,;ing: the Gulf of M~co a•·-~ resuit .of Missi:ssl.ppi 
ri~er 1;I~ ~- '199.3 ·anq. 199f have ha(l. ad.yer~e·.~J.~ct.s: _Qn tlie . 
marine rroin env.fronment. and commercial. fishing o.pera1!Jon.s.,; .Nutrient~

·the 'floods have·contxibuted. to the formatton·of·a massive 
~- of oxygen ·4epleti0?, m th~ _Gulf· of ·,Mexico.w}u.ch. ~tens 
marin~ l~f.e and. coast~ msourc~s ;_ .-Debris . oarrled ~: ~es.~ ·_. 
floods "have qreated.-widerwate"r hazuij,s:for commercial fishermen 

'wh~ suffe~·c3:amage4.·or.los~ 9ear t~.whicll oi::mg;>e.asation~s . 
appropriate.·. 6££ New· England, the periodd.c · strong ~ax' c~assee 
that had long· -,istained a: healthy ~ial fisht!iry "lmv1:1. . _ . 
disa~ared. · Fishery management actioD:S have not been sufficient. 
to prevent stock col-lapse as·hoped for strong year·cI~sses have· 
fl:lil-ed to ·~ppear. Fishermen can_ .1;10 longer adjµst their fishing 
strategies to. target. strpng stocks an~ _-avoid .the weak stocks .. . . 

areas; ·. 

All of these eituatioQs invo_lve seri~us harm to the fishery 
res~urce which has caused substantial l~ss to tmall fishing . 
bueinesJJes and dependent.coastal coaunun1ties. All three of the ... 
situations involve our inability to anticipate-the full effec~ 
of our actions on the fishery resource and ~he.fishing indu' 
The Pacific El Nifio climatic events, t.he f.luctuations in,,. 
turtle strandings, and the absence of strong· year class, 
have occurred from time to time and no doubt will occ-· 
In making the determination that a fishery .resource 
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occurred.; I have c:bosen to fQf:Lls·ontbe 
~ 

magni~11,deof 'the~d.i-saster 
'in ~conoJftic.and dOdial terms, · and not the patj:icu.lar.' ..forcib:s of. , 
,atu.~ :that ~y have _aaus.ed .:1:t. · In -~d ·, Of ~ht;1meel;-ves~ .hurri.canes 
are ~te no~l. events.: but· .~e ~a. liurric~es g:i.~n as · . 
exa\U,ples in the ·1~islat1,oq were -extraordillan,: in ·terms/of ·,the . . -dauaa~e that ..t;hey hfJ.icfed oJi local· ~~~--~~d --~ l:ive11-•. . 

. ThEi cond£t1ons 0f the· fiphery J.".esoµrqes off. i;Jie . C°"8t~. 0.£ the 
·Northeast·, ·the Gul,t. of Mexico,.. .and ·the -stat@ ..of washing-1:on;· ·. 

,"· oreg:cn_ an~.·H~b,em·-~l:~~orn!~ ba:ve :pmdu~4,. ·~t~ ..level~ of
econoad.~ .. -damage ~ ·a9cial. ·dJ.~t:'iQil •. -: . .. · . ·· : · · · · 

·:·. . . . \ _,. . . 

Tberefoi:e,-: ~,rea~e 
\ 

I Jlereby d~tendne, chat f.ir.aherjr 
. disaet.-&rs .exist in 1995 · for the fOl.lowing ~hr~~ areas··of the 

uni. ted States: · · · 
I 
...

.. 
__ .:;· · · 

The- Nor.th.east, .from ·the Gulf 1 pf ·: . .Nahte··to. cape Hat"t~ae; ·.. :·. . _,.· .. ... ·•·•· ~ .... ,/... . ·. ..·. .. . 
The. entire Gul£ o£ .Mexico' and, . . . 

. 'nle ·~acii~c··~ate~:of -~~ifo~a:, .no~li-··C)~ .• ~~-~~qisco~, ..
qregon· and ~ngt~,. ekcl.utling l'llgee}..~a. •. ·· ··._ : :· · ... 

- . ·. . . , . . . . .. . . . .~. 

.·:·:= •• :·... ;_ . .... 
11nc,er

• • •• • • • • • .. • : • ti • • .. • • ; •• ··1· ·: • 

.sec;.tipn ·308 (dl of .th·· .J:li~jumsdi~t:~~- F~~,l-d ·~t,.: ·:. .conaercial · f iahez.'.men who=·have .-uffered··. µn~ loa•s ·:V4.llbe 
·eligibl~-f~ grants under prograilis ·1:0 ~-d~~~ep6!f.;tn.._Cd0pmli:lon
·w1th. their ~t•t~- ~rnmenl: ·&9eJ\~4.ea. . . · . · '. ·. · ~- . . . . .. . . . . ·.. . ~.-. . 

Date •• • I 
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