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; The Commerce Department w111 provxde an addltional
_ $25 mxllion in dzsaster ass;stance to help commercxal fohermen
| and small flshery-dependent husznesses that have sustaxned heavy'

"losses from the collapse of groundfish fishery rescurces in the -

N ey ST T R Co S S
' ' .Northeast.. ST -:f SRR . e o /{/‘.
_ CQmmerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown wxll use h;s 1eqi=1attva
__fauthority ‘to provide relief funds to the Northeast to expand and .
. extend the vessel ‘and permit buyout program' that began earlier
.this year. The $25 million for the Northeast is part of a larger
© $53 million disaster assistance program initiated by Secretary
. Brown in response to the national crisis in fisheries in the.
'“Nartheast, Northwest and Gulf states. '.' _
: "The CIinton admxnxstratxon has consistently demonstrated
its commitment ‘to the sustainable development of commercial
fisheries," Brown said. ®Today’s disaster assistance package .
also demonstrates our understanding that healthy stocks are a
- source of ‘livelihood and a way of life in fishing communities
. around the country, and around the world. The thteat to these
fisherzes is a threat to these communaties. _ , :

. . The funds, issued thrcuqh the National Oceanic anda
- Atmospherig Administration’s Office of Sustainable Developuant.
.~ are designated for proqrams that address both fishery resonrce
- and human factors. R , )

"We have already taken serious management actions in ‘the -
.. .~ Northeast to address the concerns of fishing families and about
~=~ - the resource, but we: must do- more,% said NOAA Administratoer D.

James Baker. . "Extraordinary measures are called for, both in how
TV we manage these valuable reésources and 1n tiow we respond tc the

~needs of our £ishing famxlies.-”w
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. The $25 mxll;on will expand the $2 m;lllon Fishzng Capacity
Reduction Program  -to compensate fzshermen who retire thelr ,
fxshxng vessels and groundfish permxts. :

In March of - last year, the Adm;nistration and Commerce
Secretary Brown announced a $30 million Northeast Fisheries ‘
- Emergency Assistance’ Program to help address the adverse economic
impacts on fishermen, their families, and fisliing communities,

. caused by years of OVerfzshxng and severe management ' _
estrzctzons. , : .

The Offxce of Sustainable. Development was charged thh
- designing a comprehensive program for addressing not only the
fishery resource disaster ‘but,. Just as 1mportant1y, the human
dlmensxons of the dxsaster. : _ o , -

- The program 1nc1uded revolvinq 1oan funds administered by
local entities, technical assistance and plannxng grants . . L
'\admlnxstered by. the .Economic Development Administration, fishing
industry grants targeted to individual fishermen to help identify
s . new. business/economic opportunities, the potential of aquaculture=,
77 as a'viable source .of economic development and.employment, and .-
' research on the viahil;ty of unﬂerutalized species.,c'-, g L

Vi

: In addition, NOAA enteved into a‘cooperative agreement with
the Natxonal Fish and wildlife Foundation to administer $1.3.
m;llion in- fish;nq-@rants, which resulted in- 1everag1nq an;’
additional $1 3 mzllicn in non-federai funds. el H‘L

- NOAA also estahllshed sxx Fxsh;ng ?amzly A531stance canters R

o in. cooperatzon with the Department of Labor and individual -state = -
labpr agencies, to help displaced fishermen and ‘their families in.
1dent1£y;ng tra;n;ng/retraznzng opportunxties._ “The centers also ..
“'provide social services and financial and business coundeling in U
cooperatzan with the Small Business Administration, and qenerally*f\

. serve as focal points for providing help in applying for .- :

: Department of COmmerce fxshing assistanca. : _

: Under sectzon 3oa(d) of the Interjurisdictional Fisheries = .
Act, commercial fishermen who have stifferead uninsured 1osses will .
- be. eligzble for grants ‘urider programs to be’ developed in L
cooperatxon with their state government agenc;es.- . _.
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The Commerce Department will provxde $53 mlllxon in dlsaster
'asslstance to’ help commerc1a1 fxshermen and small flshery-.:-i

dependent buSLnesses followxng the collapse of fxshery resources -

in the Northeast, Northwest and Gulf states.df

o commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown Will . use hia 1
authority to provide the relief’ funds, . extending ta. the
' and GU1f of MeXico a disaster relief _program ‘initiated:
+in the Pacific Northwest. - Last year'’s progran was inz‘
. the unprecedented low numbers of Paclfic salnon stocks'
__reg;on.< B - _, : £ SR
. “The 011nton adm;n;stratxon has consxstently demonstrated
its commztment to the sustainable development of commercial
-fzsherles," Brown. saxd. “Today‘s disaster assistance. package
also- demonstrates our understandan that healthy stocke are-a-
sourée of livelihood and a way of life in. ‘fishing communities”
around the ‘country, and around the world. .The threat to these
ffxsherxes is a: threat to. these communities woo
- . SR L
The funds, issued throuqn the National Oceanic end
: : Atmospheric Administration’s Office. of Sustainable Development .
+:" are designated for proqrams that address both f;shery resource S
'”fgand human tactors._;“-; e Sl B e
o ”"We haVe already taken ser;ous management ectionSain oll :
'~ three regions to address the concerns -of the resource ‘and “the "l,
© tishing families, but we ‘must. do. more,* said, NOAX: Aduinistratoi
<. D ‘James: Baker..."Extraordxnary meagures are~ca11ed for, . both n
ote o how-we.manage these valuab1e~resources and 1n how we respond to '
5'needs of our fishing famtlie : : B
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"resources, which” has caused snbstantxal loss ta- small«
‘businesses.and dépendent coastal communities.. In:

;’already depleted fxsheries resourc'

~in the three’regions to ensure:- that*apprOpriate Temedies are: :
o applled to the d;fferent circumstances," said Brown. "?@,1_ﬁ ,;18*3,55_1

_ (2 Lo
In: the Northeast, the qroundfxsh stocks that had ‘long .

sustained-a healthy commercial fishery have dlsappeared. The'
. assistance program includes $25 million for the 1mp1ementatlon of
-a vessel/permit buyout. program that retlres flshan vessels and

- buys back existing perm;ts. o oo

In the Northwest $13 mlllxon in emerqency assxstance w;ll be .
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a -~
result of the contlnulnq disaster due to the effects of El Nifio
and years of drought on the salmon fisheries. These funds will.
augnent the three-state Northwest Emergency"AssxstanCe Plan

. _announced last year, which includes a vessel/permit- ‘buyout ‘
-Wproqram ‘and’ habztat restoratzon and data collection Jobs program;; ,

In the Gulf 14 Mexxco, the commerclal fishinq 1ndustry will: -

receive $15° willion in emergency asszstance ‘to 'compensate for .
- equ;pment lost or damaged by uncharted geabed obstructions caused. ’a
by major flooding over the past two years and other natural 7" B

forces. o S o L “ - .
aAll of these situatlons xnvolve serlous harm to: fishery _tﬁ_ﬁ;r”
' fiShil‘lg L

situations, adverse environmental condition:

'w-"We ;ntend to work very alosely‘with all intérested parties

Under sectlon 303(d) of the Intet;u:zsdictional F;sharies i

"Act commercial fishermen who have suffered uninsured. losses will -
. be eligible for financial assistance under prodgrams -to be .
,Vrdeveloped in cooperation with thexr state government-agencies
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