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SEcamuy·aaon ARHOUHCBS$25 JULLXOK DI 
DISASTER ASSISTUCB FOR HOR'l'HEAST l'XSHERIES 

The C0111111erce Department will provide_an additional

$25 million in disaster ass,istance to help commercial fi:shermen 
' 

and small'fishery-dependent ))usinesses that. have sustained heavy 

losses from the collapse of groundf'ish fishery resources . ' ' 
in the

.Northeast. / 
' '. ' --~ 

. .-·.·_· co-erce ·secretary, ~on;:sld H. Brown will. use his ·J.egislative
·authority to provide·reli,ef' funds to-the Northeast_ to ~and aM 

. extend the vessel and. permit buyout program' that began earlier · 
this -year. _The$2S million for the.Northeast is part i>t a larger 
$53 million dlsaster·assist~nce program initiatedby Secretary
Brown in response to the national· crisis in fisheries in the .· _. 

· · Northeast, -Northwest .and Gulf states~ 

· "The. Clinton administration has cons.istently demonstrated 
its collimitmentto the s'iUltainab'ledevelopment of cOllllitercial 
fisheries;" Brown said.·. •'1'oday•s disaster assistance package
also de111onstrates·our understanding that healthy stoc)(s are a 

. source ot' livelihood and a·way of lite in tishing comunities 
aro~d the country, and.around the world. The threat to these 
fisheries 

. . . ' is a threat to these - . 
communities." . . . ' . 

. .· The funds, is!!Iµ~ ~ougb the , National oceanic and 
Atnu;ispherio Adlllinistration•s Office of ·Sustainable Development, 
are designated for prograJDsthat address_· both fishery. resource 
_and -hwnan factors. · ·. · -· · .· · . · · . · 

"We.have already taken serious.manage111ent actions.in the 
Northeast to addresstheconcerns c,f fishing families and .about 
the resource, but.we iaust do111ore," ·said NOAA-AdministratotD. 
Ja111es B!fker. "Extraorciinary"111t:iasures are called for, both in ho'w 

.. w• !ftanac;ra thaa~ val.uabl.e' resources and i.n how we rea,poncr _to the 
needs of our ~ishing families;" · · ' 

_(MORE) 

http:actions.in


, (2) 

The $25 mill.£on·will expand the $2 million Fishing Capacity 
Reduction Program to compensate fishermen who retire their 
fishing vessels and groundfish permits. 

,.; ( 

In March of·last year, the Administration and commerce. 
secretary Brown announced a $30 mill.ion Northeast Fisheries 
.Emergency.Assistance Program to hel.p address the adverse economic 
impacts on fishermen,. their faiailies, and fishing communities, 

·_caused by years of overfishing and severe management
restrictions. . . . . 

The. Office of sustainable.Development was charged with 
· .designing a comprehensive· program for addressing not onl.y. the 

fishery resource disaster 'b!lt,. just as importantly, the huinan 
dimensions·of the disaster. , · 

:rhe 
·' 

programincl.uded revolv,ing loan runds administered !;ly 
local entities, tecbnical ·a.ssistance and planning grants.

,administered by. the Economic·oevelopment Administration, fishing·. 
 indus~y grants targeted to i"divic;t!lal fishermen to.help identity 
· .. Jlew b!lsiness/economic opportunities,· the potential. of aquac,iltwe · 
.· ·as a,via1:>1e source .of economic 'c1~ve,i.9pment .and employ111Mt, ,ar1d , · 

research on the viability ,of undex,)tili~ed .speo.ies. 

·.

_./ ' ,:, . . '. . : ... -· , .. '. ''. . ! .. ' . -- ,' :- . ., . . '' _. ·, - . '· . . .:--~---.; . . . 
. , In addition, NOAA,en~red·'into a J:poperative: agreement-'·Witli

.'the Katio11al .Fish an.elWil~life ·Foundatio~• to ·adliuiister $i~·fi·.· 
mill1on in fishing -grants,, which r411sulted.in-leveragingan . 

·.. additional $1. 3 million in non•federa1- funds. · 
·_\"__. ' 

NOAA also estab,lished · six Fishing Family Assistance c.enters . 
in cooperation with the Department of tabor and individual state 
la~ragencies, to hel.p displaced fishermenand'thairfamilies in 

,identifying tra,ining/retra'ining opportunities. 1'he centers ·also . 
'provide social sei:lvices and finallcial an~ business counl!l'eling in, ; .

cooperation with the Small. Business Administration, and generally 
serve as . focal points for- providing tielp in applying for ' ....··.. · • . 
Department of CollU11e~ce fishing assistanaa~ 

-

Under section 308 (d) of ~e Interjurisdictional . Fisheries 
Act, commerc·ial fishermen who·.have suffered uninsured losses will 

.•· be eligiJ?l~ . f~r. 9rants · wider programs. to be· d~ve1oped ·in 
cooperation with their state government· agenc.1.es •. · 

' '. 
##I 
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SECRETARY BROD AIQIOONCES $53 JULLIOHXH DZSASTD 
ASSXSTAHCE . . l'OR.HORTHUS'l', ·. HOR'l'KWEST AND

~ 
G1JL!' 

,· 
PtSRERXES. 

- . '·. 
The C0111111erceDepartment will provide $53 million in disaster 

a~sista_nc.e · tq help .co111111ercial fishermen· and small fishery- .. · 

dependent businesses·foliowingthe collapse of fishery resources 

in the Northeast; Northwest and .Gulf s~tes • 
. ,~.:--· ; . . ... .· '. ·.· ... ·.. .. _·. ·_ ·- . •' > __ · : . ..-. : .--·,_ · · ,- ,\;_,:_~_,;.~_;.~-<C" ,_· --.

commerce·secretaey Ronald H. Brown:will-use his :l,egislative _ 
authqrity to prQVide the rellef",funds, .~xtend.1.ng tQ ,tfi_e;Ni;,tthe~~' ' 
arid G.ulf of Mel<ic:o a dis'aster ,::elief program ·i'ni-fiated~-:i&:~t")reiu:' · 

· in the- I>aci'fic Northw~st. Las,t year~s' .progx:a.111 wa~ 'in' 0 1:~spc,qse ti:, .
. the unprecedented '.!,ow nllllll:lers of Pacific sallllon sto(:]cs ·1.nythe , · 

region~- ·-· · · · · ·· ·· · ' · ·· : " '' · -
a,' 

. - : . -. "- ·-

·"Tlle Clinton administration has,consistently·demo~strated
its commitment to the susta.inab,le development .of conimerQial.. . 
fisheries," Brown said. "Today•~ disaster !t,ssistaric,e PJ.clcage. " 
also demonstrates our understanding th-at healthy stocJcs-are .a.·.·· .. · 
sour:ce 'of livelihood and. a way of-life in .fishing 'colimiunlt.ies; ·, ... 
a.round 'the 'country, and around the world. .The threat to ..these 
·fisheries is a, threat to these c:ommunitie!>•" · 

' 1 • ' 

The funds, issued through the National ·oceanic and , 
Atmosph~ric Administration'sQffice-of Sustainable Development, 
are designated for $>rograms t:;hat·address both fishery res~ui-ce 
and human tactor-s.. '_.,· · . · .. , · · · · · · · . -~ · · ·

'(,'.. -

, . "We ha,vie already takenthe serious management actions..,i,ri:<ail .
thl;'ee regions to .address, concerns 'of the ·res.ource and ;'the ..
fishing families, but we :must do 111ore,·" said t,rOM':AdlltJrlis1:J:at:;oi; 
o ~ James : Baker. .· "Extraordinary 'm~asures }tre(;ealled tor,: l,,oth iJt·,

'.· · · · . how we. manage tltes.e valu!ible -reso1,1rc:es .and in tiow·we.:respon~ to· ·
needs" of our fishi!19 families." · ·· ·· · · ·· 

:'. '•MOM 
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In the Northeast, the groundfish stocks that had long
sustained-a healthy co111mercial fisheey h~ve-disappeared. _The 
assistance program includes $25 million for_ the implementation of 
a vessel/permit buyout program that retires fishing vess~ls and 
buys back existing permits. · -

In the Northwest $13 l!li.ilion in emergency assistance will be 
released to ttie_stat,es Qf Washington, Oregon and ·california as a 
result of the continuing disaster due to the effects of .El Nif'io 
and years of drought on the salinonfisheries.- These funds·will­
a1.1gment the three-state Northwest El!lergency Assistance Plan. · 
announced last year, which 'includes a·vessel/permit-bµyout

-· 'program ·and' ha_bitat restoration and data collection jol:ls program~·. 

-· In the Gulf ,of Mexico, the· COllllllet:cial fishing ·industry· wi11 · · 
receive $t5'million in emergency astistanceto·c:;ompensate for. 
equipment lost or damaged by1un0harted·seabed obstructions 'caused 

.by major flooding over-the-past two years and. other,natural · 
forces. - - -

All of ,t.i:,ese situations invol,ve.serio~s, ba:i::-m,>tO .fi.~e;y _-.. _,_,. '' 
resources,_ WhJ.qi' bas ·oaused ,sUbstaJ'ltJ.a;l. Jc;,s~. to sm~ll\~ishlng

··busine~ses,_-.a,nd dependent coa~talc,o~~nit:,i~s~<;Jniall>:.~e,.'; '.-· 
situatJ.ons ~ ---a,dver,se envi1:oruaental' oondit.ton¢ 

tf"i}\\"?'-i: 
iba;,e:,, 

a;r~ady .de~1e~: ~istieries ,,re~i,~t·:.''L ...
agmvated': /S.r-i ,' . ' . -
t ,> _-. :0, . 

. "We intend to work very ~losely w-l,th':all.·in~erested parties•·
in_ the thi;-ee' regions. to ensure .that ,appropr,iate.Sremedies ar~ , · 
applied to the dif.ferent 

i 
.circumstances," 

•'. 
said 
-

_Brown.· --- > _ . _ 
. 

Under section 
' . • 

of 
' 

the 
e 

Intet-jurisd.ictional 
, • : \- ', ~ _.• ·, • • 

JOS(d) F.isheries _ 
_~ct, colllllierciaJ. fishermen whc, have suftered uninsured losses will .. 
be eligible for' financial assist;ance•,:uridu: "programs 0to',be . '., \ - ' - ' 
devel.oped .in.cooperation. . . 

witl,1 
., 

'.;their,.state,gqve~'1eht,cagenoJ.es.-,;i"~c"'--~~~~ - . ~ . . ·-,.
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