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BEGRETBRY BROWN hHNOUNCES 513 HI&LION IH
- DIBASTER ABBIBTANCE ?OR HORTHWBBT FIBHBRIES

_ The.Commerce Department w111 prov1de an addltlonal 3
- $13 mxllxon ln dlsaster assxstance to help commerolal flshermen -
and small flshery-dependent bus1nesses that have sustazned heavy
S __. losses resultlng from the collapse ‘of salmon rlshery resources ln'
Lny;xfki‘the Northwest.rfj;' j;ﬁj»;e;; _[_f.‘fﬂ;s 1:j ﬁr  7 '. "‘ '
§ ' ” - Commerce’ Secretary Roneld H. Brown will, use his. legislative :

authorlty to.extend a disaster rel;ef .program initiated’last year;?ff

“’ﬂ~".‘1n the Pacific Northwest in résponse to the: unprecedented low
' . numbers .of Pacific: salmon stocks. -Brown provided. $12 million in
'assxstance to the region last October to aid. flshermen who were
afrected by the deplet1on of the'salmon flshe:y - : :
.._" "The Cllnton admlnlstretlen hes oonslstently demonstrated
.7 .-its commitmént to the.sustainable- development of commercial
‘,*ﬁ,r flsherles," Brown. sald.-.“Today's disaster . a351stance package
“}“fﬁ”. alsc demonstratés.our understanding that. healthy stocks ‘are a
K . . source of ‘livelihood -and a way of life in fishing communities
. around the country, and ‘around the world. The threat to. these
-, flsherles is a’ th;eat to tnese communitles.. A
" ‘The funds.'lssued through the Nat;onal Oceenxc and _
'uf Atmospher1c Administration’s offlce of Sustainable Development ‘
-are ‘designated for. programs -that address both’ fishery resource -
,‘L.and human faetors.} This' progranm:.began 'in 1994 and is achxevlng_'
‘the twin.goals of ‘short-term. ossistance to flshermen and
long-term beneflts to the flshery resource.- : .

~

o Ql Northuest to address the concerns about. the resource and. of the -
N flshing famzlles but we must do more,“ sazd NOAA Admxnietrator‘
b {. - R ’ .- .

[MORE)

. e have already taken serious management actlone in the .


http:short--te2:'.1D
http:provide.an
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D. James Baker '"Extraordlnary measures are . called fcr, both in

' how we manage these valuable resources. and in how we respond tc _

the needs cf our flshan fam;lzes.“

.- In the Ncrthwest $13 mxllicn in emergency ass;stance will ba
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a
~ ‘result of the continuing disaster due to the effects of El Nifio:
‘and years. of drought. . These funds will augment the three-state
Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan announced last year, which
includes a vessel/permit buyout program and habitat restcratlcn
and data ccllectxon jcbs prcgram.,, _ .

- Seven mill:cn adllars will be made ava;lable in Washlngtcn.f_.f'

"state for these programs, | $5 mxll;cn in. Oregcn -and $700‘000 iu
Northern Californla. _ _

I Currently, under last. year s program there are dczens ot

prcﬁects underway -in the three states that will eventually, empicy B

more than 300 displaced fishermen at: )cbs payxng between 510-15
- per hour.. In addition, the state of- washxngtcn ‘iAs in the process .
CLof permanently retzr;ng 300 salmcn f;shzng permzts, 20 percent ‘of

‘_the fleet.r-“_,___ o RN

_wDhe program ‘we haVe embarked upcn in the Northwest truly i;}??;ffﬁ

,”recresepts.a dynamic, prcact;ve way-of - dealing ‘with natural
" resource. disastérs," Secretary. Brown said.. "We are- prcvzd;ug

critical ‘training to. individuals ex;tiug the fishing 1ndustry,_' L

- and through our- ‘regearch and restoration - effcrts will accelerate
_the recovery cf salmcn stccks for thcse whc remaxn.Fl‘ - U

: “Worklng closely thh the gcvernors “and the’ ccnqress;onal
3de1egat10ns,'we intend to continue and expand existing programs
‘rather than create new programs,. thus cutting back on the time
- -'needed to ‘implement. them and hastening the’ time it ‘takes for -

- “fishermen. tc actually see the henefxts of the assistance, added
Brcwn . N

. The 513 mill;cn for the Ncrtnwest is part of a larger $53

"million disaster assistance program initiated by Secretary Brown
in response to the national . ‘crisis 1n flsherxes in the Ncrtheast

'Ncrthwest and. Gulr states.~ o . _ : _ :

“We 1ntend tc wcrk very closely w;th all 1nterested part;es
in the three regions to ensure that appropriate remedies are -
applred to. .the dxfferent circumstances,“ sa;d Brown. ST

Undet sect;cn aoa(d} of the Interjurxsdlctlonal Fisheries

Act, commercial fishermen who have suffered ‘uninsured losses will )

be eligxble for financial ‘assistance under programs to be

f}cevelcped in cooperation with their state government GGPHC135o“'HT
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The chmerce Department will provxde 553 m;lllon in. dxsaster“

'asslstance to help commerc1al f;shermen and small fishery-l

dependent busznesses followan the collapse of f;shery resources -

in the Northeast, Northweat. and Gulf states.,;_'-;‘ '

cOmmerce Secretary Renald H._Brown will ‘use - hxs 1e _slat;vet:
: ast

__eethqrxty to provide the: relief funds, . extending to the
- and Gulf of MeXico a disaster:relief program 1n1tiate571
in the Pacific Northwest. Last. year's -program was in'

_ereglon.‘

-

~“The 011nton admxnxstratlon has consxstently demonstrated

its commitment to the sustainable development of commercial-. cr'

fisheries," Brown said.. “Today’s disaster assistance package
~ also demonstrates our understanding that healthy stocks are a:
“sourcée of livelihood“and a way. of 1ife in fishing communities

around ‘the ‘country, and around the world. The threat to these ,,! :

-flsheries is a’ threat ta these communities._"
- . : _
" The funds, issued throuqh the Natxonal Oceanlc and :
- Atmospheric Administration’s Office-of Sustainable Development
+;* are designated for yrograms that address both fxshery resource
"”f;and humen factors._ﬂ i et = .,_,‘L_ Co e ,

el

'three regxons to address the concerns of -the resource enthhe B
- fxsnzng famxlxes but we ‘must:. do more," safd, NOAA Adwinistratar

‘James - Baker.--"Extraordxnary measures are’called for,. béth n e

‘jjfiff3jhew ‘we.manage these valuable resources and 1n how we . respOnd‘to
A'needs of our’ fishing fam;lies. : : :
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:jalready depleted fxsheries resourees‘

appl;ed to tne d;fferent circumstances.“ said Brown.

{2)

In the Northeast, the qroundfxsh stocks that had long .
sustained-a healthy commercial fishe:y have - dxsappeared. The

- agsistance program 1ncludes $25 million for the xmplementatxon of
‘a vessel/permit buyout program that retlres fxshan véssels and

- buys back existing permzts. B o

In the Northwest $13 mlllxon in emerqency asslstance w;ll be
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and ‘California as a
result of the contxnulng disaster due to the effects of El Nifio
and years of drought on the salmon fisheries. These funds will.
augment the three-state Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan

. . announced last year, which includes a vessel/perm;t buyout .
--program -and’ habxtat restoratzon and data collectxon 3obs program.:r_

e In the Gulf of. Hexxco. the: commerc1a1 fishing 1ndustry will

- receive $15: m;ll;on in emergency - a951stance to compensate for '
- equxpment lost or damaged by’ uncharted seabed obstructions caused o
by major flooding over: the past two years -and other natural _‘ -

forces.

N

All -of these sxtuatxons xnvolve seraous harm to fishery : _55':3

:‘résources, which’ has ‘caused substantzal loss ta- smaliffishing-="*
‘businesses. and dependent coastal: communities ;

.Iniallithree:’

situations,. adverse envirornmental ‘conditions have aggravated

- ';E“we Lntend to work very closely with“al “interested parties
in the three’'regions to ensure. ‘that :appropriate: remedies are .o

Under section 308(d) of the InterjurzsdietiOnal Fxsheries ki

_Aci commercial. fishermen who have: suffered uninsured losses will
- be eligible for financial assistance: -under programs -to be .
,__developed in cooperatlon with the;r state government~aQencies
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