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The Commerce Department will provide.an additional 

$13.million i:n disaster 
' 

assistance to help co1111)1ercial' fishermen . . . .. . . 

and small fishery'-dependent bU:sinesses that have sustained heavy 

losses re_sulting -from the_-_coii.apse i;,f salmon fishery ,resources .in 

- 'the .Northwest. ·l · --r - · 

:I:. 
c'ommerce'Secret:ary. Ronald&. !1-ro~Wi.llusehis.leglslative 

- ·_authority .. to. extend --~. disaster_- rel.ief. prograill initiatec\ la,~t year
- in __the Pacitic-Northwes1t in r~pqnseito- -the unprecedented .l.ow ' -_ 
: numbers of facific- salmon .stoc:ks. · Bro~ provided $12 .millj,on in 

·- assistance to _the region last oct.ober to a-id fishermen ·who were 
_ -affe~ed 

. 
by 

. 
the depletion of 

•. 
·the salmon fishei:y. _ - . _ · _ · · . . - . . 

.. • . ..!. -, • ' 

. ;;....' 

",The Clinton administration has_ consistently demoi;istrated 
.',its commitmi;,nt to the sustainal;lle·!iev;elopment of commercial 
;·f~her,ies," Bro\o(n ·said. "Today's_ disaster >assistance, package·
' also-. demonstrates. our understanding that healthy .stocks are a -
source ot livelih®d -and a way of .1.ife ,in .fishing communities 
around the country, an_d around the world. The threat: to- .these -
fisheries is a th;-eat to these communities." 

,.__ 

-The fundE;, issued through_the National oceanic and 
At:mo_spheric Administration's. Office of sustainabie oeveiopment, 
are designated for- progr_ams ·t:hat address both fishe_ry resource· -

. and lluman factors. .This progJ:"aa :began :in 1994 and· is achieving
the twin goals' of· short--te2:'.1D assistance to fishermen and __ · · 
long-term benefits_· to the fis_hery resource. - ' · _ . · - - _-

- •_•we have ,-already taken serious management actions in_ the 
_ Northwest. to address .the concerns about. the resource and. of the -

: fishing ·families, but we must do _more,"·said NOAA Administrator 
·-• r 

- ,-(MORE)· 

\ .. : 

-
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o. James. Baker. "Extraordinary measures' are called for, bc:,t~ in. 
how .we manage the.s.e valuable resources. and. in. how we respond to -
the needs of our fishing families." · 

. . I:n the NQrthwest. $13 million in emergency. assistance will be 
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a 
·result of the continuing disaster due to the effects of ;El Nino· 
and years of dr.ought. ·, These. funds will augment the three-state 
Northwest Emergen·cy Assistance Plan announced last year, which 
inc.ludes a vessel/permit buyout program and habitat restoration 
and data collection jobs progra111 • 

. seven. million dollars will be .made ·available in .Washington -
state tor these programs; _$5 milJ,._ion in.Oregon and ·$700,"0.00 in 
Northern California.- · · ·, · · . · . · 

current.l-y' under last yea1;, s program. there are dozens o! . . 
projeetsunde~ay in the three States that will eventually,emplc:iy. 
more than JOO dispi_aeed fishermen at jobs paying· between ,$10 .. 15. 
per bour. In addition, the state of Washington is in the proces:s 
of permanently retiring JOO.salmon fishing.permits, 20 percent of 
the f.leet. , . · _. · · , .· : · 

.. · .. "~e progr~m we_ have_ emb~rked upon ·in._the Northwest 'truly· 
represe-"1;5: a dY1;ta1Dte, 'proactlve .way,of dealing with,nat~af .•. 
resource disasters,'" ·Secretary. Brown said •. _·· 'lWe are prov1ding · 
critical:tra.iningto individuals exitingthefishing industey/ 

, and through-our>res'earcb and restoration efforts.will accelerate 
the recovery-of . . 

salmon stocks . for 
. - . 

,thi:>se·.who .remain.~, 
~ 

. 

~ < . . .. . .' •· 
"Working 

:, '·. • 

closely 
• .- . •• : 

with_the 
• • • • • • ' 

governors-and 
• ' #. • . 

the 
• 

congressional 
'delegations,' we' intend to continue and expand existing programs· 

ratheJ;' than create· new_,progralllS, thus cutting back on the time · · · 
- needed . to t1Dplement. them and hastet:1ing the · time it takes · for · · r. 

'fisherl!len to actually see the benefits-of.the assi~tance," added • J./ • 

Brown •. 

The $1-3 •. million for· the Northwest is part of a larger· $53 
million disaster assistance program initiated by Secretary Brown 
in response to the n_ational crisis in fisheries in the Northeast, 
Northwest· and Gulf' s·tates~ .- · · ·. · · · · 

. ..~e intendt~.workveryc,losely with all inte.rested parties 
in the _three regions ·t_o ensure .that appropriate remedies are · 
applied;to.the different circumstances,·" said ·arown; 

Under· sec::tion 308 (d)·. of the· interjurisdic,tional Fill!heries 
Act, co111111ercia•1 f_ishermen who have suffered uninsured losses wil.l 
be eligible for-financial assistance under programs to, be 
develofed in. cooperation. wi~h :their state govern111en,t ag,en,cies. 

, I ,,, 
'-J 
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· . The Co111D1erceDepartment Will provide $53 million in disaster 

.assistartce tq ·help co1U111ercial fishermen and small fishery'.'" 

depen_dent :businesses ·following the collapse of fishery resources 

in the Northeast; Northwest and Gulf states. 

·

. . ','. _ . . . 

. · coirune~ce · secretary Ronaid ~. BroWI\ :will ,use his ;i,.egis.:1,tiye .· · 
authqrity to prQvide the. t'.elief'funds,. extendl.ng to tbSpNc:iithealilt 

. · and Gulf of Me,eic:;o a disaster ~elief program irU.t:iate'd,'l,a~t'·ye~ .. 
· in the· l'aci-fic Norj:hwest. Las,t year:' s .program Wal!' in ',"1:~~onse _ti:, . 
. the unprecedented low numbers of Pacific sa1111on stocks in,ttie; · · 

·region.- ·-· · · · · , ... · .,-, 

' . . -· ' .··, . . . : .. ·- . - . ·: : ·. - . . . ·_ _. - . ' /-',, ' .'. . •. ... 

.•. 

·"The Clinton admi~istration has.consistently demol'!.strated 
its commitment to the susta.inable deve],opment .of .commercial .• cC . 

fisheries," Brown said •. 11Today•s disaster ll,SSis~anc:ie p~~ge ·.· 
also demonstrates our· understanding that healthy .. stoc;ks ue a·•. ··..

. SOUr,ce·of livelihQCld and. a WI!!{ Of 'life in fishing .CQlimiUnitieS C ... 

a.round · the 'countey, ·and ar,ound the world. . The threat to ,these 
·fisheries is a threat to these communities." · 

• I 

The funds, issued through the National oceanic.and ... 
Atmosph~ricAdministration'sQffice-of Sustainable Development,

, ·' are designated . for programs that address both. fishiexy .resl'.>urce 
.and human tactors. ' . ' - . . . ~ ,· . . 

,,:.. . , 

 , 

' .. 

... 
: . "We J:iav'E! a 1ready taken serious management !,\ctions_ ,-i,.t'J:a,J.l .·· ... ·• 
three regions to address the concerns · of th~ ·res_ource: and :-t11e 
fishing families, but we ;must do 111ore,·" said NOAA':Ad11lini4~ator 
o. James· Baker. "ht:raordinary · 111easures ,are'. ccalled tor; both iii · 

: . . ho\or>we manage thes.e val1,1i!ble ·resources .and in ~ow we respond. t~ 
· needs·-of our fishi,!19 families." · · ' ·, · 

•.' 
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.In the Northeast; the groundfish stocks that had long
sustained-a healthy commercial fisheJ;"y h~ve-disappeared •. The 

· assistance program includes $25 .million for_ the implementation of 
a vessel/permit buyout program t~at retires fishing vess~ls and 
buys back existing permits. · 

In the Northwest $13 l!iiilion in emergency assistance wi·11 be 
released to ttie states of Washington, Oregon and California as a 
result· of the contirtuing disaster due to the effects of .El Nif'io. 
and years of drought on the salitlon_fisheries •. These funds.will 
augment the three-state Northwest Elnergency Assistance Plan. 
announced last year, whicn includes a·vessel/permit-bµyout 

-· ·program -and· habitat restoration and data coliection jobs program~·· 

. In the Gulf ,of Mexico, the co111111ei,cial fishing ·industry will 
receive $1s:million in emergency asl!iistance to·compensate for. 
equipment lost or damaged by,unoharted· seabed obstructions 'caused 

.by major flooding over the past two years and other natural · 
forces. · · · · 

-

. All of .these situations.involve Seirious harm.to fisheey _·._. 
·resources, which' has· ·caused -substantial, J.Qs~ _to small \fishing, . 
b1;tsine~ses ·.and.· dependent_ coa~tal CO~li1~_14!S~ ;; ,In, ~~lJ;:i,~e.?; ·;,·_ ,> · ' 
s~tuation_s~.-· advei-se ~nvironmental cor,ditt~n~;have~ag~vated-\ ·.· 
already depleted't'isheries-resource_s •. ; \<:iii·'{'.:_'· -·.,:·· ';.,.":·:' " ' 

~·.. _.,.,.,,, . ' . -._·.:--·_".. -··:-~::-..·.\._·{:+t::·· ·/',·;:_·_::"---_<>~~·-·:):::·:"-::_-:-:.. _,-·-_-· __ .. .. .. _-: __ 
. ··. "We intend to work very -~losely W.ith':all.·int~t"estec:l parties. :. 

in the th~ee regions. to ensure that ,appropriate,,riamedies ar,e , , \
applied to .the dif.ferent .circwnstances, ..n.-

' ' 
~aid '.:Brown.,_ ··.·-·:-·._··. ... ~-,,-> 

. - . 

· 

. . 
Under section 

. ~ 

308 (d) of the .lntet-jurisdictiQnal ·-Fisheries 
.&.ct, commercial. fishermen who have suffered.uninsured losses wili . -... 
. be eligible for' financial- ;ss~istanee ~er 'programs --to',be ' ; ...·· . ' ' 
devel.Cped .in Cooperation With . ., 

'.tbeir,statecg(?Ve~'lllei\t .
- . ' ~ . . .;agencJ.es~",-:"--c+"
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