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The Honorable William M. Daley 
SecretarY of Commerce 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
141hStreet and Constitution Avenue. NW 
·wa.shington,DC 20230 

Deu Mr. Secretary: . 

I form.allyrequest you declare a commercial fishery fwurc pursuant to Section 312 of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishety Conservation and Management Act (Act) so assistance can be 
provided to the adversely impacted communities. fishers, small business ovmers,and 
their employees in St George, St Paul, and other coastal conununities in the eastern 
Bering sea. I am hopeful you ~-ill be able to vi:sitthe nffected comm'Wlities tQ assess the 
situationfirsthand. 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&:G) manages the snow (opilio) crab 
flslleries by delegation under the; auspices of a federal fishexy 1nanagement plan. In 
September 1999. ADF &G announced an 86 percent reduction in the snow crab harve:sr 
follO'-vingtrawl surveys conducted by the NationalMarine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
which showed a significant decline in biomass recruitment of mow crab in the Bering 
Sea. Current estimates predict the fisheiy will probably be closed entirely in 200 l. and 
remain at low levels through 2004. 

Unfortunately.due to a lack of adequate research and stock assessment information. th:: 
cause of the snow crab decline isuncleQ.!. The 1''!\1FS trawl surveysshowed dramatic 
declines in crab recruitment and barvestabie male crab numbers were doVY-n63 percent 
from 1998. 

1r: addition to t.11.elow h.Mvt::!t k-vd:s~ th~ :,itl.1-Ation wa, furthor exacerbated-by ex:tent:ive
sea ic,e coverage on the Befi..ng Sea fisbing grounds. Toe unique ice c,rc:nt, which closed 
the S:. ?aul harbor in early Januaiy, was cited as the most ex1:ensive since l i;;-;j, On 
Janucry 7, 2000, AD.F'&G postponed the ~now crab fishery until after A;;nl l. 2000, due 
w co:u::c:rnsover the safety of the fishermen, gear conflict betweer.. .-essels in a derby 
style fishery. antl increased crab handling 111ortality. 
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The impacts of the 5novi· crab d.:cline end the early sea ioe advance~ the communities in 
the region are drama.ti~. St Paul processes over 40 percent of •.?...c snow crab harvest, 
generating$8 millionin murJc1pal taxes in 1999. ThisYf"'..J.·,crabtax revenuesare 
projected to be 66 to 90 peri;eL. below recent aver~r :. St Georae projectsarevenue 
shortfall of $900,000 and n:.a'.>wtyto make bo:ot1 .r'aymentsfor harbor completion. 
Reduced revenues for bc:!:1-:c,mmunitiesbp.~;.;already resulted in reduced plone service, 
reduced municipal a:-.d:1e~Jthcare ser·:..;es, increased food costs, and inability to 
continue capital ::::,:.·ejectsThe$e +::ties of impacts are especially devastating to small 
isolated cor-:.:.aunities .. 

: :.. uescribed in ~r-:.;nclosed documents, the state is engaged in effons to provide 
a~sistance e .. .! services to those affected by the :fisheries failme. However, this assistance . 
has U•:..:.,ed scope and cannot fully provide the ~ervices 2.D.dresources required to 
z.Jequately support the communities. 

A decla...""ation under Section 312 is needed to expand the types of assistance we have been 
and a.re able to pro-vide. Specifically,financial assistance is needed to assist theaffected 
communities and to improvefisheries r.::search, management, and coordination to help 
restore 1.he fisheries and prevent similar failures in the future. As lbe stewards of the 
resou:rci!, there are ~ government can do to restore fisheric.-s and anticipate changes in 
prodv:Jtion, 50 the.tsimilar draxnatic changes do not lead to economic failures.It also · 
prepares those dependentuponthe resource for the impacts. We will be discussing 
f.irtdr:,g ,mder the Act 1-vit.11 onr Congressional Delegation,

I apprc::t·iate your erteuti.on to this matter. Ii I may be of further assistance. please contact 
me or l;Jve a member of your staff call John Katz ofmy Washington, D.C .• office at 
(202) :524-5858. 

Sincerely. 

~i~
Go-vernor 
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Enclosures: Stock Assessment and FisheiyReport 
ADF&G Emergency Closure Order 
Preliminary Community Impac;t Descriptions 
Current Projec1s in Opilio Harvest Impacted Communities 
Health and Socia] Services Responseto theImpact of the Bering Sea Opllio 

Crab Failure 
ADF &G Research Proposal 
Community Descriptions 

cc: The Honorable Ted Stevem, U.S. Sena.tor 
Tbe Honorable Frank Mw-kowski, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable DonYoung, U.S. Representative 
John Katz, Special Counsel to the Governor, Washington, D.C., office 
Steve Penoyer, Regional Administrator, National Marine Fisheries Scnice 
\Villiam Hines, Policy Coor~tor, National Marine Fisheries Service 
Frank Rue, Commissioner,Alaska Depsrrment of Fish and Game 
Deborah Sed\'-'-ick, Commissioner• .Alaska Department of Communitf and 

Economic Development 
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