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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
F.O. Har 40002 + Liymply, Washington 989040002 * (360) 7636760 » TTY/TDO G60) 7535466

July 3, 2000

The Hogorable William M. Daley, Secretary
U.S. Depariment of Cammercc -
14" Strect and Copstitution Avenue, NW.

Washington, D.C. 20230
Dear Sccretary Dalay:

Undez the provisions of Section 312 of the' MagnusonStcvcm Act, 16 USC 18614, 1 nspectt‘ully
request that you declare 2 commercial fishery fallure in Washington State. This request is based

. upon & fishery resaurce disaster resulting from patural canses thar affected the 1999 Fraser River
sacksye galmon scason.

The Pocifia Salman Connnisson (PSC) forecast for the salmon rup was 8 ,248,000 fish., This
aammber was subsequently downgraded to 3,320,000 fish, laading to the cancellation of the 1999
season. The PSC has deiermined that thesc fish did not sucvive the conditions created by the
1997 K1 Ninos=induced combination of warmer then normal ocean temperatuges and the ptegence
ofp:udatotyﬁshsuchnsPndﬁcmad«mlthgtmemrﬁzmmewwm '

The 1998 sgasonmwlmvelywm& wnhoﬂyszz,nao figh harvested, In 1999, ﬁenmber :
of fish harvested prior to the cancellation of the gsason wag epproxinately 20,000,
3.8 percent of ths 1998 catch. 'ﬂﬁshu'becnaneeonomi: disaster for the fishing indnstey in the

 State of Washington,

mmsofmmmdﬁsbmmdwoﬂmsmmodmdbumhmcbmsmb
affeated. The Joss to the treaty Indian end non-Indian fishing {ndustries §a estimated ecmore
than $9 million in direct benefits. The totvi fmpect to tho statc's economy, including the losses
furdmmppomzbusimm.uocama&wlyaﬁmdnSSGmnﬂcu,bmwﬂdmch ashigh

ag 563 million.
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Evexry state-licensed salmon fistier yeceived 'k questionnaite sbout the impeacts of this digaster

and the elght affectcd Indian Tribes were also contacted. Virtually aone of the tribal fishers are
eligible for et memployment assistance, and enly 18 percent of the non-tribal fishers who |
respandad to the inforraation rexquast are eligibls for state unemployment assistance. Without the
gackeyc income, motigages, moorage foes, and bills to repair homes, vehicles, and boats cannot
be paid, :

The Administrator of the U.S. Small Businéss Adminlstratioa (SBA) has declared this event to
be an economic injury disaster, While SBA low interest loans are & welcome addition to many
fishers und businesses, many other fishers already have loans with the 8BA or otbey lenders and
will have difficulty qualifying for edditicnal Joans without tha {ncome from ths 1999 gackeye

£68S0R.,

The Federal Emergency ManagementAgeucy depled my disaster request for this event.
Assistance through the Mﬂgm.l.son-smvensAct wauld provide the oppestunity for & wide variety
of assistance activities. | undapstand that, in Alaska, coordinated fizderal essistance has insfuded
employmneat retraining, fish habitst restoration, and direct emergency ald.

1 have designated Disne R. Qfford of the Washington State Military Department's Bmatgency
Management Division as the State Coordindting Officer for this request. She will work with you

and other federal end state sgencies to provide ndditional infarmation ot justification on my
behalf. She can be reachied a1 (253) 512-7061 or doffoy/Remd- wr.cav.

Thank you for your fuvorable canddermigh 6f Gls request
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