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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Kathleen Babinesux Blanco
Governor of Louigiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

"Dear Governor Blanco:

1 am writing to inform you thet the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effects of
hurricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico figheries under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Interjuisdictional
Fisheries Act (IFA),

1 am making a determination that a commercial fishery failure and & fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(s) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Gulf of Mexico’s commercial fisherics off of the Florida Keys and the north-cantral Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us 10 work with you and your communities to evaluate
the storm’s short-term and long-term impact. Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resoutce agency siaff, and commmercial entities in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks snd your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. We will use thess evaluations to asscss the neod for fishery dizaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing federal relief programs.

The assistance available under MSA section 312(a) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federal share of any reliof activities under MSA seotion 312(s) may not

exceed 75 p«ccntof!hexreon ThemlsmmamhmgreqmremmtunderIFAmﬁonsmd)
Both provisions cover ~ ; .

provideﬂ:emostoﬂ'echvamdﬂmelyreupomepom‘ble.
The Department of Commezce will continue to coordinate with you and the other affected
states as appropriate and of course will keep you apprised a3 decisions are made. If youhave

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wienecke, Acting Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincerely:

Carlos M. Gutierrez
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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Bob Riley
Governor of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2751

Dear Gov:mor Riley:

1 am writing to inform you that the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Nationa! Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effects of
burricane Katrine on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Interjurisdictional
Fisherics Act (IFA).

I am making a determination that a8 commercial fishery fajlure and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in

“the Gulf of Mexico's corumercial Asheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of

Mexico, including Florida, Alabsma, Mississippi, end Louisiana,

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us to work with you and your communitics to cvaluate
the storm’s short-term and long-tmn jmpact. Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entitics in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assess the need for fishery disaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing foderal relicf programs.

The assistance availeble under MSA scction 312(a) apd XPA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federsl share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(a) may not
exceed 75 percent of their cost. There is no matching requirement under IFA section 308(d).

Bothprovuiom covetdxffumt ﬂshwycondxhons. sowewﬂluscmhmthmtyunmaryh

ThoDcpuimmtofCommmwiﬂeonthnebmordinﬁewiﬂ:youmdtheoﬂuM

states as appropriate and of course will keep you apprised as decisions are made. If you have
mny questions, pleasc do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wicnecke, Acting Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.,

Sincerely,

# CarlosM. Gnﬂmz
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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Haley Barbour
Governor of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Dear Governor Barbour:

1 am writing to inform you that the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Servic is examining the effects of
. hurricene Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Congervation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Immjnrhdicﬁond
Ficheries Act (IFA).

1 am making a determination that a commercial fishery failure and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have begun in
the Gulf of Mexico’s cornmercial fisheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

This declarution provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and ensbles us to work with you and your commumities to evaluate
the storm’s short-term and long-tecm impact, Over the coming weeks and months, we will work
closely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entities in your state to
cvaluzte the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing smd processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to mmtheneedforﬂshcrydxmterwsim
that carmot be met through other existing federal reliof programs.

The assisiance available under MSA section 312(s) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different, The federal share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(s) may not
axoeed 75 pement of thclrcost Thete il Do mutchmg mquimnent unda' IFA secﬂon 308(d)

pmnde th most effective and nmely Tesponse pom’ble.

The Department of Commerce will continue to coordinate with you and the other affected
states as appropriate and of course will keep you appriséd as decisions are made. If you have
auy questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wienecke, Acting Assistant Sccrotary
for Legislative and Intexgovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincercly,

4‘: Carlos M. Gutierrez
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September 8, 2005

The Honorable Jcb Bush
Governor of Florida
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

Dear Govm_xor Busgh:

I am writing to inform you that the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service is examining the effocts of
hurricane Katrina on the Gulf of Mexico fisheries under section 312(e) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conscrvation and Management Act (MSA) and section 308(d) of the Interjurisdictional
Fisheries Act (IFA).

I am making a determination that a commercial fishery failure and a fishery resource
disaster within the meanings of section 312(a) of MSA and section 308(d) of IFA have bogumn in
the Gulf of Mexico's commercial fisheries off of the Florida Keys and the north-central Gulf of
Mexico, including Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Loulsiana.

This declaration provides the Bush Administration with another tool to deliver disaster
assistance to the Gulf region and enables us to work with you and your communities to evaluate
the stormn’s short-term and long-lerm impact. Over the coming weeks end months, we will work
clogely with you, your marine resource agency staff, and commercial entities in your state to
evaluate the impacts of Katrina on Gulf fishery stocks and your state’s fishing and processing
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assess the need for fishery disaster assistance
that cannot be met through other existing federal relief programs.

The assistance available under MSA section 312(a) and IFA section 308 (d) are
somewhat different. The federal share of any relief activities under MSA section 312(a) may not
exceed 75 pementofﬂmroon 'IhuelsmmatchhxgmqtmementxmderIFAswnoan(d).

provide the most eﬂ'echve and timely response pou:le.

TheDepuhneﬂofConmmmnconﬁnnetocomdhmewithyonmdﬂmomm
states s appropriate and of course will keep you apprised as decisions arc made, 1f you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wicnecks, Acting Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovermmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663.

Sincerely,

P

Carlos M. Guticrrex
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	September 8. 2005 
	The Hononblo K.alhloen Babineaux BlancoGavamor of LouilUIIDa BatunR.ollp. Louil1ma70804-9004 
	.DemOovemor Dim.co: 
	I amwriting to infonnyouthat thoDepartmentof O>moten,0"1 Nadc:malOccaaio1114 Atm.09phericAdministration•,NationalMarine Fiahed• &nice ii aamlning theeffeoelof Juricane Katrinaon the Olllf ofMmdco fillaedesunder aecdcm 312(a) oftbo ~Fishery ConservationIDClManqemmt Aot (MBA) andNCtkla30l(cl) of tbolntajadldletioaa1 Fllheria &t (IPA), 
	I_. making=1detemdnatlcm that a commorclal 8*iry' failaroanda...._,J'NOIINctiaasterwithin tboineani:np f)fseotion3l2(a) ofMSA and eectioD308(cl'Jof IPA baYebo,pmiD tho Qd1.f ofMmoo•s CODlllladalftshcriea off of tho l'lorlc1aE.o)'Iand tho DOJth.celllralGulf of Mmdco, mcluding l'lodda, AJab~ Mlulaippi, 1111dLouitian&. 
	'Ibis decimation prcmdes the Bmh Adminillradon with IDOtbertooJ to delmr diNllerusistance to the Gulfngion llld mablee 1111oworkwl1hyou ad your aommuulties to ...... the llt0nrl•1 short-termandlong-termi~ 0.ertbe CGIDDII weeb andDJODl1al. WO will WOikclolely with you. yoUt" marine molJlCO apaoy ~ andCOlldJlflOla1 mtiti• la yvo, mte 1or:nluate lhe lmpaota oflCatriaa on Oultfithmy llocb en4 )'lnll' lta&e'•fiahinsimclpn,caa*I infrutnloture. Wo,vi1l uaotlM=ee evaluadoaato 11te1t the neocl1brtilhery diusts .....
	Thoaaistancc availablomdcr MSA sectloa 312(a)and IFA soction 308 (d) .. aomcwhat4li&nnt. Tho federaltbaroof any relicfactlviti• underMs.A loodoa 312(a)mayaot exooed7$percent of theircost. 'Dien la no IIUdchmg~undar IFA aectlon308(4). BotbprovtitoniCO'Ytl'atfDi&it llllay cwditionl, IO 'ft wiD11M'NB 11dholky U MCHltqr !o provlcletlaomost etrective md tlmolyr~pouiblo. 
	n.eDepamnentofCwam..-:eto coanlmaiowith IDd 1118 oa.-atrec1M1 states u appropriate 111d of counewill keep you apsailedu docilkJm an made. Jfyvu llll¥'e anyquestions, pleuo do not hesitatoto mntaot mo or Nat Wimocte. Adina ARiataat Som\tlary forLqpslative and lllta.pvamcatal Affatrl,at (202) 482-3663. w1nconmme yoa 
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	Septamber 8, 2005 
	The Honorable Bob Riley Governorof Alabama Montgomery, Alabaraa 36130-2751 
	Dear OovcmorRiler
	-

	1am wridnsto im'onnyouthatthe Departmentof Commerce'•Nadoml OceaDlc111111 Atmoaphcrio.Mlnmistration'• Nadmal Mariae_Filheritl Scniee ii a1mfntna tho o8!dl of hunicae Kamnaon the Gulf'of Mexico fieheriea under aectioa312(a)of the Mapmlcm-,Stevm Piahay Ccmavation -4 Manapment Act (MSA) and 1Ktion308(d)of the late,j'llliadioticall Filherieat,.ct(JPA). 
	Jm:nwaking a detennlnation tlvlt a eomme.rclal &hay f'ailmoBild.a&ha:y R10111ae _diauterwitbinthemcaninpofsoction312(a)ofMSAaudioGtlon30B(d)otIFAbawbopaill the Gutt otMcx.ico's oommen;ial .Bahetlea off oflho ibid.a JCeysand the north--ocmnlOlllf of Ma.ico. includin& Plorida, ~Milsissippf.and Louluaa, 
	1bis declaration provides tho BUibAdminis1ratioDwithanother tool to doliffl' clfw1ler assistaneoto thoOulfrepoD and mablcs 111to workwithyouand your CODmmDitic&to evaluate lb• 111tom1'1 short.tam and l~tenn impaot. Over th• coming 'll'IIICband:month-. wowill wmtcloselywith )'Ou. yourmarinere.sourceagmoy&tait andCOIDl1lmOial eadti.caID,-r-atatc toevaloatethe impacta oflCatr:ina on Oaltllhery stocb ad yam-111te'181Nng...t p:r~a1tfna iaftutructurc..We wilJuse theaeovaluadonsto UH11 tu needfbr fisherJdl•Bterll8
	'Ibo lllistanee .vailllble underMSA. IICCtlOD312(a) NMI IPA eeotion 308 (4) .. 80mft'bat differer4 Tho fedenl lhare of any 1:eliefdviti• mtder MSA aectlon 312(a) may not exceed75 percentottbelr COit. Time is no matchingrequlremeaiIIDderIPA leC1ioa308(4). Both proviaiom cover diffmmt fishc,ryCJOllditioJa,,_, wewill 111e each authoritya neowaryto ptovideI&,most decttYe lllCI tfmdy 1e1p11111e,-1,1e. 
	'Ibo DopartmmtotCommercowiDoontimleto coonUnatewith )'OU and tbe c,a-,dide4 ltatCIIII appropriateml of oouno will a,ep)'OUappriaedu deciliou arc mado. tfyoa haw anyqucmom.pleac do not hcsi1atoto oo.1.1*1mo er Nat Wlc::nccb,Aodq Aalbmt Secldlly for Logilllldi~ and Intqovommcntal Afllirf, at (202) 482-3663. 
	Siocerely, ~-<¼,_,. Cadol M. Gmlmez 
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	Septanber8, 2005 
	The Honorable Haley Barbour Governor of Miaistippi Jecbon, Mississippi 39205 
	DearOovauor Bad,our. 
	1amwritingto informyou that tho Dlplll'lmcat of Cozmnen>o'sNatioDalOceanlc..S Abnospheric Administration"s National MarinePilberies S~ Is mrlDnining theetfectaof . hunicano Katrinaon tho Golf of Mexicofisherieamadetsection312(a) of theMap.uaoa-Steftlll Pishcry Conscrva11onand Management Act (MSA) and soction 308(d) of the lnteajurildlctioml P1ahcdes Act (JFA). . 
	I am making a determinationthat a commadal ftsheryt'mlunanda filhczyl'CI01IIOO disaster within the mcaninp ofseedon 312(a) ofMSAmdscetion308(d) oflFAhavl,bopnin the Gulf ofMmoo•11 commercial fisheries off of the FloridaICeyaand the ~tral Olalfof Mexico, including Plorida, Alabama, Mississippi,and Louiailna. 
	This declaotiOllprovidc,athoAdminiscratioD vmbaother tool to deliverdi..._assistanceto tho Gulf regionand enables111to wott with you aud your oommuuitiea to evaJmte the storm's short-term and long-term impact. 0Yerthe coming woob and montht, wewill WVlk closely with you,yourmarineteSOUrCe agencystd; andcommercial entities i4 youratateto evaluate the impacts of Katrina onCMf fish«ry stocb -~$tate'sfishing anclproo--,idutructure. We will use thw evaluationsto we11 the need tbr .flabery diwter usistlDCe that c
	The assinmce availableundc:rMSA section 312(a)andlPAsc,ction 308 (cl)ans somewhat ditremat. Tho focknl sherc of my relief ac1iviti• lUldel'MSA section 312(a)maynot exceed 75 pen,mt of their()OBt.There ia DO matcNn1 ~eat under 1F A accdon 308(d). Boal provfi10Dicoverdffl&• flmeryeoud:i.tiwi,IO wewill lllO oaebaudwaityu ncoc••Y Co provide the IDOlt eff'ectiye llld tlmoly1'8pODN po•1>1o. 
	The Depamneut of CoDUDerco will~ to coordinate-withyou andtheotheratrected states u appioprlate aad of coune wil1bop )Vil apprilcd u dcciaiomaremade. If :,,>11have auyquestions, please do not hesitate to c:on1st mo or NatW"J.CI.Ndr.o,AotmgAllistant Secretary for Legislative aud Int«govemmcntal Affldn.It (202) 482-3663. 
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	September 8, 2005 
	'lbe Honorablela, Bullb Govemcr of Plorida Tallah,.,..., Plm.icla 32399-0001 
	Dear Oovemor Buah: 
	I am writing to inform youthat the Dep11bllcfttof Commerce's NationalOoeauic ID4 A1molphcdcAdmimltradon'1NationalMarineFilheri• Senico it ffl'lminfngtbo eft"eolsof hmrlcaneIta1rinaon tho Galf ofMoxico fllbcriee under RCdcm312{a) of the Magnmon-Stnal Fishery Comc:nationad Mauagou:ntAd (MSA) and aectlon308(d) of the lnte.rjmitdictioal F'lahai11Aol (IPA). 
	I am maldna a ddal'Dination lbat a oommendal &lheryfailarc 111111 a llhll)' ,__cadisasterwithin the meairinp of sectlon312(a) ofMSA and leOtion 308(4) of.IPA have bcp:mm CheOulfofMmco'1 COIDIDcma1 flabcdcloffofdae Florida!C8)'1 IDdthe north-oeatralOulfofMexico.includingFlorida, Alabama,Misllssippl, and Lomalana. 
	Thia declaration prvvides the Bub Adminiatratlon "Ni.th another tool to dolivwdisutaaaist8Dcoto tho Oulf'"'laioa amcledibles ua to ~with )'OU md your COIDDIUl'litim to ova1aalethe atorm•,Bhoit.tcnnmd long-term!mplCt. Overthe comq wecb andmcmt.bs,wowill wcrk cloulywith you.yummarine resource apncy stattml commercial entities in yourmte to cwaluatetbe impaclBofKmmaon Oulffilhc,r:ystoob aad )'Ollr stat.•,fisbfngea.4proc• .. infra8tructanJ.Wo wiD,.. tlMtNevaluatiomto UNa the needtortlrlaerydimtlr ... ....,. tha
	Tho~ available Wida' MSA Md.OJI312(a)and IPA secdon 308 (d) are IOlllewhatdiffera. ne fedenJshareof anyreUdactlYitlc:a underMSA1cmoa312(&) mflY•e.xcood7Sperocatoftbcir colt. Thlre lauo matrWngrequfremmtunder IPA aeolioa301(4). Bottipmvi.Slomc,over diffiiint liilcry tOlidl1fcms;IO We wffl WID each authvdty u DCCOHBYlo provide tho IDOll offtdive lllC!timely re.spousepo,111,le. 
	The Departmentof Commercewill ccw:hwneto coorclbiatewith you 111d~ oct. ..._ llatN u appmpdate mcl olcomN will teepyw appriNd u dccilions are made. Jfyn have ay queetiom,pleuo do not hesitateto coataetme or NatWicm~ Acting .AafataatSecreta:y rorLe&lalaliveanc1lnterpvebmleml Affam.at (20'2)482-3663.. 
	s~. 
	~1<.wa,., Carlos.M.Oatkmz 





