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June 4, 2007 

Secretary Ciirlos"M. Gutierrez- - -
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

- - -~ - ... ------

RE:Disaster Relief for RICommercial Fisheries

Dear Secretary. Gutierrez: ~: ' .: '. . .. ' '; .., .~... ' . 
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.. , Since ·1994;:-pv~.w.ilJOr Anien#_flltf~O iJi~J)1ci\th¢~t,~tilti$~cie,s ]'i~hery.i ...... .
Management Pfan.and.numerous framework actions associated w1th-.those·Ainendments 
hav~ used effort te~uction programs, i9.creased iri~sh sizes, closeil'iµ-eas and r~duced trip 

__ .limit's, along.with.a.myriad,of.othermeasures . .aimed.at.reducing.fishing.mortality.and. 
rebuilding overfisped stocks. Coincidently, Rhode Islllhd ground fis_!J. landings have 
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declined 66% be,f;'w,een 1994 and 2006; Gro~~psh re~nites alsli;~xp,erienced a steep 
declinii until 20Q6, whe:11 pri9es clim!>e.~ i!1.~esIJ<inse ,to_the)pw)1,1pply ,(Fi~e _1). Rising 
prices notwithstandjng, current revenue is33% below 1994 levels. . . 
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-------...--,· R_eG~tory actions -~n othe~~hay_11_also di!~ct,!?'.J!P.P._act"d _tpe Rh.ode I~!~~ ____ 
fleet. For example, vessels exruiustmg tfieir grouna nsli fislimg days usually switch tothe 
squid or summer flounder fishery. Due to reduced quotas, these fisheries are periodically 
closed each year. While some fish stocks have shown Jmprovement, many remain 
overfished and further reductions aie mandated that will impact the Southern New 
England fleet dramatically. Since previous management actions have not resulted in 
achievement of target biomass levels, Amendment 16 is under development to realize the 
biological objectives for ground fish stocks. Further, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service has reduced the monkfish fishery to 12 fishing days per year in an interim action. 
Whiting stocks are down and effort reductions are·slated for.that fishery. Finally,.skates, 
an important bait supply for the Rhode Island lobster industry, are also slated for 
significant regulatory actions. The combined consequences of these regulatory actions 
will leave: vessels with few options, dealers without fish, and dockside support 
infrastructure without business. 

_

I recognize that rebuilding depleted fishery resources is a long-term effort mandated 
by law. It may be challenged by environmental phenomenon beyond our control. For that 
reason, I am requesting that your agency evaluate the cumulative economic and social 
impacts of these management actions to the Rhode Island fishing industry and our 
dependent communities under the fisheries disaster relief provisions of the Act and 

_.p.!'J)_yi~e the'.fi!}~9i!lta~.SiS,t!!!!Ce,ne~,c;,d:1,<>,Sli$}!1.tlliS.l(!!;'!'!;.indu~.ti'y'during a,pl)riOd.Of,~ - --­
vulnerability. I iookforward to working with you, our Congressional delegation, and the 
Service to that end. I 

I

____ 

Sincerely, · 

)Je~----
Donald L. Carcieri 
Governor 
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\ Figure 1- Landingsand Revenuesin the RI GroundfishFishery,1994,.2(105 
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