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February 29, 2008 

The Honorable Carlos M. Gutierrez 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW 
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Dear Secretary Gutierrez: 

On behalf of Florida's commercial shark fishing industry, I respectfully tequest that 
you approve federal fisheries disaster relief for the many fishermen and processers 
engaged in this endeavor in Florida. I believe this request is warranted and meets the 
requirements established in Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Gonservation·arid. M~r,ag·81')1ent;Act ..of ,~~Q.fl~-;,$~~t~·~er~. ~Q~:jg_ere~_.un~~rµt!li~e~ J.n 
th:e.1-970'~1by,.federal.fi~hery.-r.n?naQ.Etf~1a.r.:1d.:reJ1Ul~tiC?~.~JF'!._11Jl~~d1~~J,~e,.~ff~pt-?f·.• ~;,_.,,;, ;::a 
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~co-norr11cs:and_!-P-r.of1tab1hty ,0Uhe:~f1s~r.y.pelp~q·!t:,to.-~r,ow ,~-~~ ~lP~;.c~m~~-a..-.s,r,n.•~IS· 
industry to Florida. More than half of the federal shark permits issued for the Atlantic 
andGulf of Mexico are now held by_ florida fishe~men and-the ,current dockside value of 
Sharks harvested in Florida is· estimated at arouno $~.5 miJlion dollars. . . . 

B~:t

Fishing .pressure and the inability of managers to: cl~s~ly mo.niter and control 
harvest levels have reduce~ .the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued 
economic viability is in doubt.,. In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced 
65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest "overages" in 2006.. The Atlantic quota 

was-redt-1Ged-te~er~~deraJ..,maAagers.sl:t\Jt.dow~ ... tbe..2007.seaso.r.,,,iA-Septembe.r:: __ • .._
Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a timely _way, ·federal 
managers have now closed all commercial harvest of large coastal sharks '(the primary 
commercial species in Florida) for the first 8 months of 2008, and new regulations under 
consideratidn will almost certainly:-result in continued, long-le-rm.closures. While all. 
concerned in this issue recognize that restrictions in harvest have· be.en necessary to 
·protect or rebuild various- shark .species for the long-term, -the quota system in place for 
the. commer,cial fishery has resulted ·in severe economic hardship. :, .. ·.,., . . ·.. . . . , . 
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step is to make a determination that this industry qualifies for federal fishery disaster 
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