e ,

C ' Cns FYECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
HARLIE CRIST a?
GOVERNOR ZEE MAR 10 PH 3 1‘7,'

February 29, 2008

The Honorable Carios M. Gutierrez
United States Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue NW
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Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

On behalf of Florida's commercial shark fishing industry, | respectfully request that
you approve federal fisheries disaster relief for the many fishermen and processers
engaged in this endeavor in Florida. | believe this request is warranted and meets the
requirements established in Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Cohservationand Mapagement:Act-of 2006...Sharks-were. considered underutlllzed in
the 1970°s'by federal fishery. managersend regulatnons in; 1983 hadathe effect of N
encduragmgafrshmg forisharks.»#s:the:industry:was, fostered by manager{)s, the .. .0 .
economics:and:profitability of the: ﬁshery helped it iogrow and it became. a. &gmﬁcant
industry to Florida. More than half of the federal shark permrts issued for the Atlanfi¢
and Gulf of Mexico aré now held by Florida fishermen and the current dockside value of
sharks harvested in Florlda is estlmated at around $3.5 million dollars.

Fishing pressure and the inability of federal managers to closely monltor and control
harvest levels have reduced the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued
economic viability is in doubt. . In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced
65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest “overages” in 2006. The Atlantic quota ;
was-reducedve-zero-~Rederal-managers.shut.-down-the.2007 .season.in.Septembef.. ... __ |
Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a timely way, federa!
managers have now closed all commercial harvest of large coastal sharks (the primary
commercial species in Florida) for the first 8 months of 2008, and new regulations under
consideration will almost certainly-result in continued, long-term. closures. While all
concerned in this issue recognize that restrictions in harvest have been necessary to
protect or rebuild various shark species for the long term, the quota system in place for
the commercral fishery has resulted in severe economic hardshlp e, s
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¢ f By maklng tHis: request\we recogm"ze thel |mportant detalls r)eed to beaddressed
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aid WQuldIbeacontmgent on, statelmatchlng dollars However because ofwthe immediate
:|mpact occurrngitos rFlOl’Ida 'S commercralx‘shark mdustry, we beheve an 1mpoﬁaﬁt fi rst
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step is to make a determination that this industry qualifies for federal fishery disaster
relief. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

/

i

Charlie Crist

CC/fweimr




	Florida Shark Fishery Request Letter 2008
	Part
	Figure
	Figure
	. . CHARLIE CRIST GoVERNOR 
	February 29, 2008 
	The Honorable Carlos M. Gutierrez United States Department of Commerce 1401 Constitution Avenue NW -·--washirrgten~02.aa:.: :">2!3 . . : ?.~ • .::en~-·~:::r
	Dear Secretary Gutierrez: 
	On behalf of Florida's commercial shark fishing industry, I respectfully tequest that you approve federal fisheries disaster relief for the many fishermen and processers engaged in this endeavor in Florida. I believe this request is warranted and meets the requirements established in Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Gonservation·arid. M~r,ag·81')1ent;Act ..of ,~~Q.fl~-;,$~~t~·~er~. ~Q~:jg_ere~_.un~~rµt!li~e~ J.n th:e.1-970'~1by,.federal.fi~hery.-r.n?naQ.Etf~1a.r.:1d.:reJ1Ul~tiC?~.~JF'!._11Jl~~
	Fishing .pressure and the inability of managers to: cl~s~ly mo.niter and control harvest levels have reduce~ .the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued economic viability is in doubt.,. In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced 65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest "overages" in 2006.. The Atlantic quota was-redt-1Ged-te~er~~deraJ..,maAagers.sl:t\Jt.dow~ ... tbe..2007.seaso.r.,,,iA-Septembe.r:: __ • .._Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a tim
	Fishing .pressure and the inability of managers to: cl~s~ly mo.niter and control harvest levels have reduce~ .the shark industry in Florida to a point where its continued economic viability is in doubt.,. In 2007 federal commercial fishing quotas were reduced 65% in the Gulf of Mexico to adjust for harvest "overages" in 2006.. The Atlantic quota was-redt-1Ged-te~er~~deraJ..,maAagers.sl:t\Jt.dow~ ... tbe..2007.seaso.r.,,,iA-Septembe.r:: __ • .._Because of the imprecise mechanisms for managing quotas in a tim
	f~d~~I

	~a~ing,tliis~~~Q\J~S~~.~t.~iJ~ 0 w~l~-CQ9.oize. f~~t.imP:9_~nl Q~.!=t.~: !9:-.t?~a~~~-~gimGlulhng:tlfeu:1rr.io11m~:ef~id:..rteeqe.d_._.hoy.,~1t:w_Q.ul<:t. p_e.~Qro!ni,~~(~.!3.,;'1~ .w~1et_~~rfec:feral,aid \111:0U:ldtbe·,COtlti r.ig~_ntolil..'state}matching:dPl!i:1~:-: •€H~weve.t b~c;a.L!s~;9Mh..~;,mmediate,'.i~pact,'Occurrinff,tpiPlo-rida',s·:CQl'l;lm.erpiaJ1:~.har!<·in,~~-S~fY,·W~:;~¢{i;1 11
	· -: ·,. ·:'. ! ; . . ...... 1• . JHE CAPITOL . . . TAU:A11~EE,fL(!RIDA32399 • _(850) 488-2272 . • fAl({850) 922-4292· -...~. . . . . 
	Carlos M. Gutierrez February 29, 2008 Page Two 
	step is to make a determination that this industry qualifies for federal fishery disaster 
	Figure
	CC/fwc/mr 





