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April 29, 2008 

The Honorable Carloa M. Gutierrez 
Seamary of Commerce 
United States Depar&meat of commorco 
14*andCon,titutloaAvcmue, NW 
Wuhlqton. DC 20230 

Dear SectetiryOutimroz: 

Thll Makah tribe rcqueatatru¢ the Un1tedState8Dopartmentof Commerce deolare a Commercial 
Fishery Pailwre underaection.312 (a) of the Mapu,on-at,w,u Flth,ry Con,,rWJttonflNl 
Mon.,,,,,n1 ..4ctand/ora PllhoryResourceDl111t1r under aection 308 (d) of 1lw 
lnurJ""'8&llonal Flslt1rlu Aot of 1986. A dleaator deol.ar&tion undot either of tboae laws cO\lld 
helpour flahermen andour ftahlnacommunity, oope economically during this perlod oflow 
Jllmou &tock abundlllCN. 

From our home on thenoa'thweet oonm of1he Olympic) Ptnineula. tho Makah Tribe bu always 
beenafleblna1oc1ety,Pillhinala fundamentalto ov culture and herltqe, andit 1•malnath• 
pdmar,-indU8tr)'auppo,tlq our'eooaolll)'. ',l'hemmueafromthe Mlkah Tribe'• filhlagindurcry 
supportover50 pdroent of the eooD.Dm)'of'Neah Bay. 

Thieyoarour salmon oatdi lapredictedt.obe at lta lowest lovel in thepaat20 yeen. Detaile of 
thispndictionareprovided in AttachmentA. Thia dccllno ln .atm.oacatch will have an 
enonnout lmpaot on our community, 'beoauBClllmonfllheriea provldo ooonomlc INPP011. 
mnploymeotoppOl'IUDlty.andculturalbalanceto our community, 

The reduction in ..tmon catches thie year will wonon. our already poor oconomi~ coa.dition. , 
Becameof our remotes location. our ability to dove.lopaltematlve econom.fo opportunities is vr:ry 
limited-we truly depend on salmon -ro,ourcos for our aurvival. Tho contiimina doclinc in 
salmontwl8 bu porpocuaieda condition of.lona•team economichatdlhlpJnour communt~y.
AooordinaJto tho iooo oe.nna,the mid.ten.houaoholdmcom.ein Neah Bay WH onl7about half 
tbcs natlonlll a.verap. Tbeaefaotonmake our oomsnunity upoolally auaoeptibla to the aconomio 
effectll of fishery duolines.Disaster auistance,such as compemat!on. community IPlltB. 
training, loan,, debt rofiaancihg. and employment on ftabcry z:ela.ted ptoJecta, could holp our 
community survive tbla ftshery orlsta. 
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lfJOUhaw 111.Jquostions.or If youwould Uke to dJtcua tblai8IUOfurther, I would 'be glad 
dtsCluN1tWithyw. . . . . 

Youn Sinctlrel)'. 
MAKART.IUBALCOUNCIL 

StnatorMadaCantwell 
·senatorPau, MUD)' 
CongruamMa Norm Dlolcs 
RobortLohn.Ropo.ul MmlDlatrmot,NorthwlatRipon,NMFS 
Stew fleolo. NMPSNorthwrest~&iomlOftloe 
Miohlel Orayum,&eoudve DlreotorNWIPC 
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Attachment A 

Thll yoar•apredicted low aaJmon catches aro due to aoombJnadonof severalfactot'Itha.t 
bavo caused widaspaiadlowst<>ckabundancesfor salmon. The exact cause, ottlie,o low 
abundancesarostill latgc,Jy undotarmined,but maybecausedin partby poor ocean 
aurvival due to cnvtronmentalconditions. 

• Cohosalmoncatch in the ocean :Baherles m Washingtonlsseverely reatrlcted by 
vorylow stock abllbdanoe of LowerColumbia River coho and Oteaon coast · 
natural coho, ~ arelistedunder the Sndangered Specios A.ct(l!SA). nu, Makah 
Tribe's ocean nll fllbery famaking a slgniftcant contribution to the consc,n,atlon 
effortfor tho8eatocb, but to do so, we have had to aetthts year's cohowll quota
at less thm half' of the average for reoent yean. 

• Chinook .salmonquotas this year were limited bylow abundance of BSA-llstad 
Puget Sound cbln90k. A larp portion of our allowed Chinook catch comes &om · 
thecornpo.nem of our 0"8.11 troll fiabory that lare1tdcted by a low coho quota, 
thereforewemaynoc be able to take the Chinook quota wohave been deslgnated. 

• Sockeye 1almon catchin tM Stnritof luan de Puca may 1:,e at or near ZCl'Othis 
year. Total abwidanoeof Fr111t Riveraockeyo,wldah drive tl!.tstlshciryand 
contributoto moatof Jtaoateh.18predicmdto be leaathanspawningeacapement 
ncods, thus leavina no harvutable 'surplus. 

• Pink 1almonoe.tdswU!be near zero this yearbecauaepinks in Washingtonaro 
predominantly 1111odd..ylat' run. · 

• ChaJD1almoncatcbeein.the Straitbavo been low for sevoral yean. The average 
chum catchowr the pasttlvciyearsla less than a quarter of the 20-year a.vet'af!C. 
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Makah Tribe 
. ;Total Salmon Catch, by Year 
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