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Apd129,2008 

TheHonorable Carlos M. Outlerrm 
Seontary of Commerce 
u~ StatesDepar&mentof'Commorco 
14• and Conltltalio11Avcmuo. NW 
Wuhlnaton. I>C20230 

Dear Secretary Gutierrez: 

The Malcahtribe recputs U. 1he U.nlted StatesDeputment of Comrnc:ioedeolare a Commorclal 
Plshery Pai1wre underaootiori:'312 (a) of~ Ma,nu,o""811'111111 FtrhtryConnrWdlon ond
M-,.,,1n1 AatamJJora PllhoryRelo1.ltceDl11stw under aectian,oa(d) oftt. 
lnur}W-lldloJID1lfllFlffl•rlu Aatof 1986. A diH1tor deolan.tlon \lftdct oltmr of tho• law could 
help om tlahetmea aad our fiablnacommunity,~opeeconomicallyduringthis period of low 
salmonltock abundaacea. 

Pzoin our hmm onthe notth\\'tlt comer of the Olympic) Peninsula,the MakahTribebu alw1y1
beenafllhlnsIIOOlcty.Piahlna 11 fundamental to ov aqlturo and hedtqe. andlt remalal the 
primm,,Industryauppolt.lnaourecolOID)'. ';I'hel'MIIDI from theMakahTribe11 filhml inchmtry 
npport over 50 pc,n,ontof1heeconomyof'NeahBay. 

Thi•yearour salmon catob la predlcmdto be at lts lowest 1ml in theput 20 yem. Detllll or 
this prediction ma provided InAttachment A. Thia dccllne in aalmon catch will have 111 
enorm.outimpaotOAour communh;y, 'baoaullOlllmon ftthetles provide oconomlo auppozt. 
anplaymen.1 opporllllll1;Y1 andoultmal balanceto our oommuntty. 

Tbc,.reduotion In ..tmon eatchea tblt :par willW01'ICl1 our already poor ooonomiccoadldon. , 
Becme otour remotelocation. our ability to dovelopaltcmatlva economicopportunities is vr;ry 
Umltod-we truly depend on llalmm resources for our survival. Tho conthwmadocUnein 
salmon runa hu ~ a condition of,lona•twtn. eoonomiehmdtblpin our communl\y. 
Acconiing to 1ho2000oenllll,thomid1111 hO\IIClhold moomo in Neab Bay WBI only aboutba1t
thanatloml IIYel'IIIO, 11aeaofaoton make our comraunliy especlally auaoeptlble to the eoonomto 
effectl of fisheryd.:diuea.DisasteraaiBtance, such• compensadOD,communityaram. 
ualnlng. Joan,,debt nfinanclng. and employment on ftehciryrelated proJect111 could holp our 
community survive1his flaharycrJlla. 
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Forthue rouona. wo appoe,1to you to dcolate a comincmlal fial:ay failure.to help our 
community tbroaihtbosodiftloult timesin the wost.cout aalrnon fishery. Pleaseun thoae 
fedcn1praara,msto provide dlaastotrelief to the poople and communities thatmostneedIt in this 
tunaof sc,verely restricted aa1monflaherlea. 

If youhave fUl)' questions,or if you would like to dlacua1this ieauo further,l wouldbo glad
dlsouaait with Yo\1, 

Youn Sincerely, 
MAK.AH TlUBAL COUNCIL 

Cc: 

Senator Maria Cantwell 
. Senator Patty Murray 
Congrv.uman Nmm Dlcka 
RobertLohn.kopon&lAdminillretot,NorthweetRDgloa,NMPS 
Steve Preole,NMP8 NorthwestR.e&ionalOfflce 
Miohul Orayum,BxeoutiveDirectorNWIPC 
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