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Der..em~ 22, 2010 

TI1eHonorable Iuhn Baldacci 
Governor of Maine 
August.a, ME 04133 

Dear Governor Baldacci: 

11-.ankyou for your ktter requesting a determination of a commercial fishc=ry failure for 
the Maine shellfish fishery due to a fisheries m:.ource disaster that resulted from harmful algal 
bloom in 2009. 

The Stare of Maine documented the e}(tent and economic impact of harmful algal bloom 
events in 2009 on Maine shelllish fisheries. Basedon this-information, I determined th.rtthe 
impacts met the requirements for a commercial fishery failure under Section 312(a) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens rishery Conservation andManagement Act. . .. 

Should Congress appropriate fundsfor disaster assistance, the National Oceanic and 
Atmosphe.rl.c Adruinistr.ition's National MarineFisheries Service will work with the State to 
develop an effective prognuu for providing assistance to the fishery, pursuant to the :requirements 
in the Magnuson-Stevens Act and any direction provided with the appropriation. 

If you have any questions. plca.,e contact April Boyd, Ass~t Secretary for Legislati~e 
and Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 482-3663. 
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