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October 5, 2009 

HonorableGary Locke 
Secretary 

. u.~S.~2f~ommerce 
-llOfConstitution Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

· DearSecretary Locke: 

During the spring and summer of 2009. the State of Maine experienced a failure of the 
commercial shellpsh fishery. due to both ex.tensive algal blqoms (red tide) and rainfall closums. 
At this pojnt we have been able to take stock of the magnitude of the impact statewide, and as a 
result, I am requesting disaster assistance under Section 312 (a) of the Sustainable Fisheries Act 
amendmentto the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 

ot l,,s you are aware, ~received-dlsaster.,declarations for impacts of red tide on the 
~1lfi$h industries jn both.20PS and.2008.,,,While1he went& of.thoipe summers werc.f-very·seva-e;· 
with far-reaching consequences for our shellfish industry and coastal economy. 2009 far 
surpe.ssed.both of those years with regard to the scope and duration o~ shellfish closures. 
',. .. ~.. ~ 

Red Tide: 

Red tide closures began in late April 2009, and at the pea.leof the bloom, more than97% of 
Maine'sinshore shellfish resourcewasclosed to Harvest due to red tide, and 100°/4 of the 

r!ff""'slioiiffe'deral"Waierswereclosed. Red "fide wwiso den~ tiiattliere:wererepdrts-slatewioeoi
"redcolored water," which has not been reported in·decades. The shellfish toxicity measured 
this yearpeakedat over 8,700 ug stx eq/100g, which is more than 100 times the federally 
mandated quarantine level of 80 ug stx eq/1 00g. Maine has not seen toxicity at this level sincx, 
the extremely severered tide blooms of the late 1970sand early 1980s. Red tide closures 
renJiuned-in place in some p~ of the state tqrough late September. ; '.' ~; i· • .. · 
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1:-0.:.Hlustrate the ~ce~tional s~.of ~-~·-~eJ2ave compared 2009 to. 2005;, which-had been
our most ~vere·red tide eventin.re~t-memory-:t . . - f'' : ·• :·:· ··. :r ~! •. 1: v:: :·:. 
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-• In 200s; therowerea total of 46 coastal towns(40%) that suffered closures of the clam 
flatswithin their boundaries for 2:.30 days:· · 

• In 200?,~ were a total of 19 a>aStaltowns {69%) ttiat~ closuresof the clam 
flats withintheir bo\mdaries for 2:30 days. 

. . 
Considermgboth 1he 1Je6graphicdistributionand length of the closures, it appearsthat the2009 
event could be generallycategorize&tto be at least SO%more ~tense 1banthe 2005 event. 

Flood Clonres: 

·Accordingto the National WeatherService, the summer of 2009 wasthe wettest in recorded. 
!µstory.•Fpr?t1¥1~.Jime.c.vei:,.l?ortlaud m~20_-~.,.duriiig"t1le- ~ -- _ ..
meteorolo&i~summ.er(J• July & A~gust),with a total of22.3 l mcbes. Thiawas~ than 
three inches gieater thanthe previous·wettest summer, and more than twice the normalrainfall. 
Rainfallrecords in Portlandgo back to 1871. 

There were 42 dayswith ,measurableninfall, whichis nearly 11days morethan normal. There 
· were fourtimesthe normal number of days with overan inch of rain, and each monthhada 24 . 
hour period of more than three inches of rain. 

The firstfloodcl~ was promulgatedonApril 3,.2009and ~led on April 29, 2009. · 
From June 12, 2009 until-th~ finai'repealon September 11, 2009 the imtjodty of theMainecoast 
was·undera flood closure. (See at.mdledlisting of legal notices with the specifications.) The 
KennebecRiverhas been closed for over 80 days in 2009. h wasclosed from April 29, 2009 to 
May 12.200?aru.Uivm June 22, 2009 to August 19,, 2009. · 

Eceao_mic l~portanee; 
. . 

The shellfish industry is oneofMaine"s most valuable marine sectors. To date in 2009, 1,576 · 
individuals have purchasedcommercial shellfish licenses, S8 individuals have purchasedmussel 
licenses,and44 individuals have purchasedmah()pny quahog li<:emes. Additionally, there are 
approximately50 individuals holding shelffish aquacultureJeases. On the dealer side of tho · 

i'nr!,0&"\\th61eiile""dtilcrs"wnh1i'ihellfislrceftificlftr~mghilicant·~---
the 1,111re1aiJseafood license holders sell shellfish. 

· 
---~tlm -, 

According to research done by Dr. Kevin Athearnat theVniversity of'Maine at Machias, in 2006 
the industry generated$29,9 million in dircot outp\rt and $21.S million in labor ineome from 
sales of soft-shellclams, mahogany quahogs. mussels, oysters, scallo;s. and bard clams. Dr. 
Athearn explained the importance of.the shellfish industry to Maine"scoastal economy in the 
followingway: · · · · 

8eca'usetheindustry sells much of its product out of state, it brings new money· into~ 
Maine economy. The shellfish sector's linkages to other local industries circula1e money 
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withinthe Maineeconomy.boostingsales and incomes in businessesthat serve the" 
shellfishindustry(indirectimpacts). The household income created by shellfishsales 
and associated personal spending boost sales and income for numerous·businessesthat 
se,ve Maineresidents (induced impacts). Indirectand induced impacts from sbellftsh \ 
salesaccountedfor another. S26.I millionin output for the state•seconomy. The total ·. 
economic impact of~ shellfish industry is tstimated at $56.6million. with $29.9 .. 
millionaccrv.ina ' to ~aine residentsas labor income in 2006. (Eco~mic Impact.of . 

Maine's Sbcllfish Industry, January 2008) 
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~eat:· 

Theseverityandni~tude._of1he dosuresof Maine's shellfish industryin tho spring and 
a1mmerer~ f'IP.'Cdgl~siate·" .capacity te-rapead.: FGHhitr-J'C8SOn;"li'fedetihliiiimt;
decimation assisttm.ceis requested.··Thankyou for yourconsideration of those · 
circUmstances. Please let us know if there is additional information that woQldassist you in· 

. making a determination regardina a fisheryfaihue and fishery resourcc:-disaster.I have. 
desiptid CommissionerCeoraet.,apointcof the Department of Marine R~s (207-624-· · 
· 6553)·to act on my bohalf regarding.thisrequest. We havealso been hi comnnmicaiionwith . 
Maine's Congressional delegation to infonn diem of our request. and estimates ofnccdcd 
funding formief to the shellfish industry. · 
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ovemor 

cc: Georgot;apointe,Commissioner,Department fMarine Resources . . 
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