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: SUBJECT , Centmmng Fzsherles Dlsaster for the Lumm1 Natmn B i
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.Dear Secretary Locke . : -

I

On November 13, 2008, Commerce Secretary Gutierrez determmed pursuant to Section
312(a) of the Magunson»Stevens Fishery Conservation and Mana gement Act: thata K -
-conhnumg ﬁshenes dJsaster hacl occurred smce 2002 in Washlngton State 1 formally

subsistence ﬁshermen cornrnumtles small busmess owners and the1r ernployees on the

_Lummi Indlan Reservation i i1- ihe northwest comer of Washmgton State Iam hopeﬁll you
" will be abletd act qu1ckly to miti gate th1s sﬁuanon : -

As descnbed 1n the enclosures the 2000 sockeye salrnon returns in the dlsaster re gion are

‘significantly less than the 20- year average and are arnong the lowest onrecord. The pre-
season -sockeye run strength was, esnmated to be 10,488;0007 However the’ pre~season

- estimate dropped in-seasoh .as leSS fish: began retuning {o.the!Frasér River system The

* newer estimate dropped to 1,370, 000'dnd; because of this drarnanc reduct1on no tribal- .

" ‘commpercial harvest of Seckeye occurred: : On-Octaber 7,2009 the Liumimi Indian

" 'Business Council (the goveming body of the Lumrm Namen) declared’d fisheries..

- economic disaster;throughout the Reservat1on diié to the catastrophw collapse of the,”
salmon returns, The impact of; these min. ‘failures-to-the tribe? S'commerclal eremomal

“and subsistence ﬁshenes over the past few years have been devastatm -3

There are more than 600 families in- the disaster-area w‘no are dependent on salmon for
econormc and soelal survwal Fmiher _nearly all of the 4 500 members of 1he Lumnn

.cornprehenswe effort to° assess the srtua‘non and find deSperately needed assmtanee and
services to its affected membershlp A contmumg disaster Heclaration unider Sectlon 4
312(a) is needed to make federal resources available for indi vrdual and farmly ass1stance -
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We will be gratféﬁll 'fo‘_r'i‘ybuﬁ"earl.ieét pé;s’s’iblé’ fofhﬁa’l dction _ on (;u.r"rfégil_lestéfor: éSgctio}l
312(a) fishery failure declaration: . I I mag.be.of further. assistance;, please’call'me at:

(360) 384-2140.orhave a member of your §taff contactMr. Jerald Folsom, Poliéy Liaison -

 for Fisheries Disaster in my office af thé same number. |

Heénry Cagey, Chaipman - * .
Lummi Natiod *- % 77 '
e |
-, 2009 Fisheries: Disal |

oo " TheHonsrabié paity Nairay, US Sendior = -
" The Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator :
The Honorable Rick Larsen, Congressman K
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