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0'S EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

ALASKA FEDERATION
OF NATIVES

March 24, 2011

The Honorable Gary Locke, Secretary
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

VIA FACSIMILE: 1-202-482-2741

Re: Letier chuéstbtg Fisherles Disaster Declaration for tke.Norton
Sound Chipook Salmon Commercial Fisheries ‘

Dear Secretary Locke:

Alaska Federation of Natives is a statewide Alaska Native organization formed in
1966 to represent Alaska’s 120,000+ Eskimos, Indians and Aleuts as an advocate

. on behalf of the Alaska Natives. AFN's membership is composed of 178 villages
(village corporations and federally recognized tribes), 13 regional Native
corporations and 12 regional nonprofit and tribal consortiums. AFN serves as an
advocate of the Alaska Natives on issues that impact them across the state of
Alaska. : '

On behalf of AFN and its membership, we respectfully request that you exert your
puthority as the Secretary of Commerce and declare a Chinook Salmon
commercial fisheries disaster for the Norton Sound because of the failure of the
commercial fisheries and the return of the Chinook salmon that impacting
Unalakleet and Shaktoolik Subdistricts 5 and 6 following the steps your office
took in declaring commercial fisheries disaster for Chinook Salmon fisheries along
the Yukon River in 2010. A copy of my letter to you regarding the Chinook
fisheries on the Yukon River and its attachments are attached to this letter,

Commercial fishing on the Norton Sound was once one of the means that provided
& sustainable cash income to the commercial fishermen/women of this arca; and
was once one of the major economic development opportunitics that the psople of
ﬂlat region who depended upon this fisheries for their livelihood. Not only that,
Chinook salmon was and still is a major source used by the people of this region
for subsistence fishing purposes. ' )
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Pursuant to Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Mzanagement Act (MSA) you are authorized, once a fishery disaster has been
declared, to assign funds “for assessing the economic and social effects of the

- commercial fishery failure, or any activity that the Secretary determines is

appropriate to restore the fishery or prevent a similar failure in the future and to
assist a fishing community affected by such failure.” Section 312(a) also states
that a failure must be due to a “disaster of natural or undetermined causes or man-
made causes beyond the control of fisheries managers to mitigate through
conservation and management measures, including regulatory restrictions...” This
regulation describes the situation that exists in the Norton Sound fisheries system.

* As you may be aware, the Alaska Board of Fish has designated the Chinook

salmon in the Unalakleet and the Shaktoolik sub-districts as a “stock of concern”

based on the failure of the Chinook Salmon stocks reaching the escapement goals
for two consecutive years, cven in light ofemergcncy orders restnctmg the taking
of the Chinook salmon stock. -

The followmg AFN Convention resolutions passed by the delegates to the 2008 .
and 2009 Annusl Conventions are attached for the purposes of demonstrating that
the Alaska Natives across the state of Alaska are very concerned with the Chinook
Salmon population as this salmon plays as one of the key resources used for
subsistence and commercial fisheries of this salmon species:

1. REOSLUTION 08-17: REQUESTING THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND THE NATIONAL MARINE
FISHERIES SERVICE TO TAKE EMERGENCY AND PERMANENT"
ACTION TO REGULATE SALMON BYCATCH IN THE BERING SEA
POLLOCK FISHERY. This resolution was sponsored by the Association
of Village Council Presidents. A copy of this resolution is attached for
your ready reference in my letter of April 8, 2009. -

2. RESOLUTION 09-09: REQUESTING THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL TO DESIGNATE A FIFTY-MILE BUFFER
FROM THE OUTER MOST LAND MASS FOR THE PROTECTION OF
SUBSISTENCE RESOURCES IN COASTAL AND NEAR SHORE
COMMUNITIES FROM BOTTOM FISH TRAWLING: While Chinook
Salmon is not specifically mentioned, this species of salmon, as we
understand it, is one of the fish species that are included in the bycatch.

3. RESOLUTION 09-34: REQUESTING THE U.S. SECRETARY OF
. COMMERCE, GARY LOCKE TO REJECT THE DECISION OF THE
NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
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~ ADDRESSING THE CHINOOK BYCATCH IN THE BERING SEA
POLLOCK TRAWL FISHERY IN APRIL 2009: The concern expressed
by this resolution is the large number of Chinook Salmon that ends up
being part of the bycatch by the trawlers in the high seas.

4, RESOLUTION 09-35: COMPOSITION OF THE NORTH PACIFIC
FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL: The hope of the delegates of the
2009 AFN Convention is that by adding four voting members of Alaska
Natives to NPFMC, the members on this council would gain a greater
understanding, thus, concern for the number of Chinook salmon that end up
being bycatched.

Again, we urge you to issue a Fisheries Disaster Declaration for the Nortoh
Sound Chinook Commercial Fisheries as soon as possible. Thank you for your

consideration. If you have any questxons regarding this request, please call me at
907.-274-3611.

Sincerely,

?d@

Nelson N, Angapak, Sr.
Senior Vice President

Attachments:

AFN Convention Resolution 08-17

Statement Submitted to NPFMC regarding Chinook Salmon bycatch
AFN Convention Resolutions 09-09, 09-34 and 09-35

Cc: Senator Mark Begich
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Congressman Don Young
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES
2000 ANNUAL CONVENTION
RESOLUTION 09-09

. REQUESTING THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

TO DESIGNATE A FIFTY-MILE BUFFER FROM THE OUTER MOST LAND
MASS FOR THE PROTECTION OF SUBSISTENCE RESOURCES IN
COASTAL AND NEAR SHORE COMMUNITIES FROM BOTTOM FISH
TRAWLING

Practicing a customary and traditional subsistence way of life is a basic
fundamental human right for Alaska Natives; and

Many of our villages derive their subsistence food sources from the sea in close
proximity to our communities; and

The entire destructive bottom trawler fishery has historically fished in close

. proximity to our coastal communities interfering the cssential food sources for

halibut, seals, walrus, whales and other important and essential subsistence food
sources; and '

Eye witnesses, based on personal intervisws, have seen ocean vegetation

" including sea lettuce, sea weed, and other forms of bottom sea life which are

essential to the marine ecosystem distupted in the wake of trawlers operating off’
the coastal communities; and

Trawlers, in addition to the effects of global wanming, may create irreparable
harm to the food chain in the Bering Sea eco-gystem which will likely be

" detrimental to subsistence food sources; and

Buffer 2ones are impérmnforthe protection of ecosystems important to our
subsistence food resources; and
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2009 Annual Convention of the
Alaska Federation of Native, Inc., that AFN request the North Pacific Fishery
Meanagement Council; National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
National Marine Fisherics Service designate a fifty mile subsistence buffer zone off
the furthest land mass along the entire coast of Alaska while providing maximum
protection for Community Development Quota Programs (CDQ) already in existence.

SUBMITTED BY: ASSOCIATION OF VILLAGE COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
COMMITTEE ACTION: DO PASS '
CONVENTION ACTION: AMENDED AND PASSED
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 ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES
2000 ANNUAL CONVENTION
RESOLUTION 0934

REQUESTING THE U.S, SECRETARY OF comncz-‘., GARY LOCKE TO
REJECT THE DECISION OF THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL. ADDRESSING THE CHINOOK BYCATCH IN
THE BERING SEA POLLOCK TRAWL FISHERY IN APRIL 2009

Denby Lloyd, Commissioner of the Alsska Department of Fish & Game, during
the Notih Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) meeting held.in
Anchorage on Agril 1 tmough: April 7, 2009, submitted o motion for the North
Pacific Fisheries Management Council to conxider the following:

e Anoverallcap of 68392 Chinook slmon
. Performance cap of 47,591 Chinook salmon; and -

:  Eventually, the NPFMC adopted n hard cap of 60,000 Chinook salmon and a

performance cap of 47,591 Chinaok salmon which will take effect in the year
2011; and .

The composition of the Bering Sea Chinook bycatch in the Bering Sea Pollock
traw fishery, according to Kate Myers, it 56% of Western Alaska origin, 31% of
Cook Inlet origin, 8% Southeast Alaska/British Cohmmbia origin, and the
remaining 5% of Kamchatiea origin; and

Up 10 95% of the Chinoak bycatch in the Bering Sea Pollock Trawl fishery is of

- Alaska oripin; and

MnnyoftheChimkulmonmdn&hgﬁvm’@dstwmian fating

conservation concarns to include the Stikine and Taky Rivers in Soatheast Alaska,

the Kenai and the Deshka in the Cook Inlet region, the Karluk and Ayakulik River
of the Kodiak region, the Nushugak River in the Bristel Bay region, the
Kwethiuk, Tuluksak, and the Georgo in tha Kuskokwim River region, tho
Unalaklect River in the Norton Sound region andﬂxo Yukon River, Copper River
and in. the Guif of Alaska; and

The Bering Sea Pollock Trawt fishery impacts all Chinook salmon produciog
rivers in Alaska; and

76
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Tha Tribes of the Lower Yukon region are deeply concemed that the NPFMC
actions does not address the critically low:forecast of the Chinook salmon returns
ou the Yukon River in the summer 6£2009; and

The 2008 Chinopk salmon returns on the Yukon River were far below the
numbers necessary for conservation, to moet intemational treaty obligations, to
provide for the sborigingl needs of the Indigenous people in Yukon Territory,
Cansda, and far below the number of Chinovk salmon necessary 1o meet the
subsistence noeds of the Yukon River Triba! families and to provide for
commcroial opportunitias essential to mact the financial needs of the Yukon River
Tribe! familics; and '

Specifically, on the Yukon River, the Alaska Department of Fish & Gams, in
oooperation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Scrvice, opened the 2008 subsistence
salmon harvest season with windows regulations in placs for the entire Yukoun
River; and Implemerted reduced and outelght subsistence closures; and

The return of the Yukon River Chinook saimon began fearfully slow and required
even further restrictions placed on the Yukon in-river subsistence fichermen, and
their families (i.e., from the 2 36-hour oponers in the Lower River districts down
to 2 18-hour gpeners) for fear that the “run sbundance would not support the
customary subsistence harvests and meet escapemant goals in Alasks and mest
the intérin ruanagement esoapsment goal of at least 45,000 fish into Canada
agroed to by the Yukon River Panel,” (taken from the ADFG/USFWS 2008
Yukon River Suromer Salmon Fishery News Release #14, dated June 22, 2008),
and, in tha lower civer districts, the mesh size was reduced to.a maximum of 6
inch stratch mesh in grder to copserve Chinook salmon; and

By the end of the 2008 season, it was determined that the total Yuken River run
wis approximately 151,000 Chinook salmon (36% below the most recent S-year
average)and was not enough to satisfy all of the historical needs, including:
Subsistence; and '

Since 2001 to date, the minkmum number of Chinook salmon interczptod and
wasted by tha Bering Soa Pollock fishery is over 450,000, most notably the 2007
racord high by-cateh amount of 122.000; and

In the meantimne, the Bering Sex Pollock fishery contimues to fish without any
regulatary rostrictions, further endangering our fotare Chinock salmon resonrces
and our ability to meet our subtistence aud small scalc in-river commercial
fishery noeds; and ‘
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Subsistence and commercial Chinook users cannot wutunnl 2011 for effective
managoment measures to be implemented, for fear of another sesson fuch as
2007, where. 120,000+ Chinaek salmon were wasted in the Bcl:mg Sz Pollock

. fishery, and for additional years of no oommumlﬁshmgnnd notmeetmg

subsistence noeds.

During the month of Tanuary 2009, Mr. Nick Tucker of Emmonak, wrote a letter
10 the Anchorage Daily News outlining the sufferings, bardships, and dilemma’s
people were facing in the village of Emmonak ax s resglt of a failed Chinaok
directed commercial fishery, highonecgyoost:, h:ghu'anspomhonandfood
costs; and

The U.8. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) represantative expressed, to.the
NPFMC, that the current regulatory action was not sufficient for the USFWSto
nreet ity obligations to the rural residents for their subsistance needs under Title
vm of e Alaska Nationa! Interest Lands Conservation Act; and ‘

: The Umted Statcs State Dapartment representative axpressed her concern that the

NPFMC current action does pot mest the neods of the Yukon River Salmon
Agresment where the treaty agreement requires the United States to allow s
minimim escapement of 45,000 Chinook salmon through the international
houndary onthe Yukon River; and

In the summer of 2009, the Alasks Depariment of Fish & Game.and the USFWS,
Office of Subsistence Management placed severe subsistencesad commercial
réstrictions on the tribal members on the United States side of the Yukon vaer to
mdude the following:

. No directed commercial fishery for Yukon River Chinook. salmon

e No subsistence fisling on the first pulse and perhaps the Srst-balf of the

second puise which resulted ig an absolute subsistence fishing closure

s Federal fisherics myansgers implemented severe. Chinook. Hsheries
regulations to limit the harvest of Chinook saimon to federally q.lahﬁad
rural subsistenve users

e  Subsistence fishing was restricted {o two 18-hour openmn per week on
the Lower Yukcn districta of ¥-1, Y2, and Y3

. In the oomldm@thembuﬁenaeﬁdmywuopmtbnmndnyu '
week, however, subsistence fishermen are restricted to six inch maximum
mesh nets-only; and

78
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The Alaska Dopartment of Fish & Game's mlssxonuu follows: “Yo protect,
maiptain, and improve the fish, game, and aquatio plant resources of the staté, and
manage their use and development in the best interest of the economy and the
weil-being of the people of the statc, consistant with the sustained yield principle;
and )

In our villages, the rescrves of dried and frozen Chinook salmon, & primary food
source, werc severaly depleted due to high energy costs which trickled down {0

" high grocery costs in tha winter-of 2008; and

Duc to high energy costs and tiigh grocery: costs, people had to rely on more
mbsisma foods gince the cash econamy was introduced to our villages.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2008 Anaual Conveation of the

Alaska Federation of Natives. calls for the U.S. Seeretary of Commerce, Gary
Locke, to reject the April 2009 deocision of the North Pacific Fishery Managoment
Council addressing the bycatch of Chinook salmon and revest the decision back to
the North Pacific Fishery MnnagcmemCmmciltoﬁwﬂwrpmdwNaska
origin Chinook salmon; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secratary of Commerce wutilizes his authority to

implement a hard cap of 32,500 Chinook Salmon in the Belin‘g'Sea Traw} Fishery
by an emergency rogulation.

SUBMITTED BY: ASSOCTATION OF VILLAGE COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
BOARDACTION: . TOFLOOR

CONVENTION ACTION: AMENDED AND PASSED

9/16




A e —

9072767989

- e memele = - e — -

afn 11:48:53a.m.  24-03-2011 10/16

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, INC.
2009 ANNUAL CONVENTION
RESOLUTION 09-35
TITLE:  COMPOSITION OF THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT

WHEREAS: The Nonth Pacific Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC), through tss National
Marine Fisheries Servios (NMFS), is. responsiblo for the mamgement of fisheries
.mdmmumoExdumveEconochom off of the coast of Alaski; and.

WHEREAS: The NPEMC is composed of 11 voting members; and

WHEREAS: The NPFMC does niot have tribal repeesentation in any of its membership; and

WHEREAS: The NPFMC ctirrent membership primarily represonts the interests of the fishing
industry; and

WHEREAS: NMFS and the NPFMC frequently develop and carry out actions that ma
uniquely and significantly affsct t!;-;bal nommuuma, und y

WHEREAS: There is pracedent for tribal raprésentetives on the Pavific Fishery Managentent
Council, and

WHEREAS: The Stevens Fighery Conservation and Management Act may be
| 10 modify the composition of the NFFMC; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the dalegates to the 2009 Annual Convention of fhie
Alsska Federation of Natives, Inc., that ths. Alasks Delegation 1o the US Congress
Torward amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens Fighery Conservation and
utAcfthatwouduﬂdfmrvohngmtotheNPFMCmbeﬁnedby
.ﬁr-gswem of faderally resognized tans and Alaska Native organizations;

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Alaska Federation of Natives call on the Sccrvtary of
Commerce to place a moedtorium on expanding industrial commercial fisheries
North of Saint Matthew Island uutil the mnngmdedtofcdmuy
recognized tribex of Alaska Naive Osganization representativas; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any nominees for these scats should not be directly
employed by a community davelopment quotn program ot the Pollock industry.

SUBMITTED BY: KAWERAK, INC,
COMMITTEE ACTION: DO PASS
CONVENTION ACTION: AMENDED AND PASSED
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	TheHonorableGaryLacke, Seeaerary U.S.Department of Comm.crec 1401ConstitutionAve., NW Wasbingtoa, DC 20230 . VIA PACSIMILB: 1-202-412-2741 
	Re LldJerRMI,,_,,,, Fis,,._ Di.mlBrDcllll'tltlonfor th NIJIIO•SoMll Chinook Sfll"'°" Onnm,rdfll Flmerla . 
	DearSecretary Locke: 
	AlaskaFederation ofNatiws isa statewideAlaskaNative 01'glDiation formed~ 1966to represent Alaska's 120,ooo+ Sskimos, Ind1w and Aleutsas an advocate on behalfof theAlasb Natives. APN's membership ii composed of 178 villages (villagecorporationsandCeclerally rccogn1zed tribes), 13 ngional Nativeocrporatfoosad 12resionalnonprofit and tribalcoasonium& APN aervcs a an advocateof the AlaskaNativeson issuesthatimpactthem acrossthe state ofAlub. . 
	Onbcbalfof AFN and its manbmhip, we mpectfillly i,qucst that you exert)'01U' authorityasthe Secretaryof Qxnmerce ind declare a ChinookSalmon commcrcia1 fisheries disaslet for the NOlto1lSound because of the failure oftbe oomma-oialfisheriesand the return ofthe Chinook salmon matimpacting Unalakleetand Shaktoolik Subclistricts S and 6 tbllowing the stepsyouroffice took in declaringcommercialfisheriesdisasterfor Chinook Salmon fisheriesalon& the Yukon River in 2010. A copyof my letter to youregarding the Chin
	Comrncrclalfishio& on1hoNcxtonSound' wasonce one of themeansthat providecla wstainable cash inoometo the commercial fishermeolwomen of thisarcatand: wu onco one of the ~or economicdevelopment opportunities that the people of 1bat repon who depended uponthis fisheries tortheir livelihood.. Not only that, Chinooksalmonwasand still is a major source used by the peopleof this regionforsubsistenocfishing purposes. · · 
	Pursuant to Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and ManagementAct (MSA)you are authorized, once a fisherydisaster bas been dcclared,to assignfunds "for assessing the economic and social effects of the commercialfishery failure, or any activity that the Secretarydetermines is appropi'iateto restore the fishery or prevent a similar failure in the future and to assist a fishing communityaffectedby such failure." Section 312(a) also states that a failme must bedueto a "disaster of natura
	· As youmaybe aware.the Alaska Board ofFishhasdesignatedthe Chinook . salmonin the Unalakleet and the Shaktoolik sub-districts as a "stock of concern" basedon the failure of the Chinook Salm.on stocks reaching the escapementgoals f'ortwo consecutive years.even in light of emergency orders restricting the taking of the Chinook salmonstock. 
	The following AFN Convention resolutions passedbythe delegates to the 2008 . and 2009 Annual Conventions are attached for the purposes of demonstrating that the AlaskaNatives across the state of Alaskaareve,r:yconcernedwiththeChinook Salmon population as this salmon plays as one of the key resources used for subsistence and commercial fisheries of this salmon species: 
	l.' REOSLUTION 08-17; REQUESTING THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND 111B NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SER.VICE TO TAKE EMERGENCY AND PERMANENI'' ACTION TO REGULATE SALMON BYCATCH IN THB BERING SBA POLLOCKFISHERY. Thisresolution was sponsored by the Association of Village Council Presidents. A copyof this resolution is attached for your ready reference in my letter of April 8, 2009. 
	l.' REOSLUTION 08-17; REQUESTING THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND 111B NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SER.VICE TO TAKE EMERGENCY AND PERMANENI'' ACTION TO REGULATE SALMON BYCATCH IN THB BERING SBA POLLOCKFISHERY. Thisresolution was sponsored by the Association of Village Council Presidents. A copyof this resolution is attached for your ready reference in my letter of April 8, 2009. 
	2, RESOLUTION 09-09: REQUESTINGTHE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCil., TO DESIGNATE A FIFIY .. MILE BUFFER FR.OMTIIE OUTBRMOSTLAND MASS 'FOR.THB PROTECTION OF SUBSISTENCE RESOURCES IN COASTAL AND NEAR SHORE COMMUNITIES FROM BOITOMFISH TRA WLINO: While Chinook Salmonis not specifically mentioned, this species of salmon, as we understandIt, is one of the fish spc:citsthat are ·included in the bycatch. 
	3. RESOLUTION 09-34: REQUESTING THE U.S. SECRETARY OF . COMMERCE, GARY LOCKE TO REJECT THE DECISION OF nm NOR.Tii PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGBMENI' COUNCIL 
	ADDRESSINGnmCHINOOK.BYCATOI IN THE BERING SBA POLLOCK TR.AWL FISHERY IN APRIL 2009: The conccm expressed by this resolutionis 1he lqe number of Chinook Salmon that endsup beingpmt _oftho bycatch by the trawlers in the high seas. 

	4. RESOLtmON 09-35: COMPOSfflONOF THENOR.111PACIFIC FISHBRY MANAGEMENT 001,JNCIL: The hopeof the dcloptes of the 2009 APN Convention is thatby addingfourvoting members of Alaska Nadveato NPPMC, the membersonthiscouncil would gala a greater understandm&1hus,~oncemfor thenumber of Chinook salmon that en.d up being bycatched. 

	Again.weurgo you to issuea l'falaeria DIiuter DeclarationfortheNorton SoundChinook Commacial Fisheries aa soon ai possible. Thank you for your · cxmideratlon. If youhave any(pStious rcprdiq this request, pl•e call me at 907-274-3611. . . . 
	Sincerely, 
	~~ 
	Nelson N. Anppak. Sr. SeniorYICCPraidcmt 
	Figure
	AFN Convm!ti°'1 Resolution 08-17 . StatementSubmittedto NPFMC~ardin&Cbinoots~ bycatch AFNComrcatiOl;IResolutions09--09,09-34 and 09-35 . Cc: SenatorMarkBqpda SenatorLisa Murkowski ConlfCSPIUIDDon YOUIII 

	ALASKA FEDERA110N OFNATIVBS 2000 ANNUAL CONVBNilON RESOLUTION09-09 
	ALASKA FEDERA110N OFNATIVBS 2000 ANNUAL CONVBNilON RESOLUTION09-09 
	mLB: . RBQUBSTING nm NORTH PACIFIC PlSHER.YMANAGEMENT COUNCIL TO DBSIGNATB A FIFTY-MILE BUFFER FROM THE OUTBR MOST LAND MASS FOR THE PROTBCTION OF SUBSISTENCE RESOURCES IN COASTAL AND NEAR.SHORE COMMUNITIES FR.OM BOnOM FISH TRAWLING 
	WHEREAS:Practicing a customary and traditional subaistencewayoflife is a basic tundamenmlhumanrisftttorAlaska Natives; and 
	WHEREAS:Many of our villaaes derive theirsubsistencefoodsomeesuom the seain olosc proximityto our communities; and 
	WHEREAS:The entiredostruotivcbottomtrawlerfisheryhas historioally fished in close . proximity to our coastal communities intmfcringtheessentialfood sources for bah1mt,seals, walrus,whalesand otherimportantand essential subsistencefood sources;and 
	WHEREAS: Eye witnesses,basedonpersonalinterviews,have seen ocean vegetation · includma sealettuce,sea wa:d, and other forms of bottom sea life whichme essea.tialto tbe marineecosystemdisNptedin thewake of tmwlersoperadftg off the ooastal communities; and. 
	WHEREAS: Trawlem,in additionto tbe effectsof global wanning. may eteate irreparable hann to the 1bodchainm theBcriilg Sea eco-system·wbichwill lilcclybe c:lettjmentalto subsistcm:c food sources; and 
	WHEREAS: Buffer zones are importantfor the pro1eeti.on of ecosystems im.portact to our subsistencefood resources;and 
	NOW fflBl'CEPORE BB IT BUOL VBD bythedolep.testo-the 2009AanualConventionofthe A1ulc:aFederationof Native. Inc., that AFN·~ tbe NorthPaeifieF'lSbery Maapmmt Council; NadoaalOoeaaioud AtmosphericAdmiDistratiqD.and NationalMame Pilherica Service/tf!lisnatea fifty milesobslsteaccbufferzoneoff thefurthodlandmus along tbeentireco..t ofA.lab 'Whileprovidin&_maximuna protectionforCommunil)'Development Quota Pqrams (CDQ) alreadyin exJIIIIICO. 
	SUBMITTEDBY: ASSOCJAnONOF VILLAGB COUNCILPR!SIDBNTS 
	COMMll'TBE A,CflON: DO PASS 
	CONVBNTIONACllON: AMBNDEDAND PASSED 
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	ALASKA FJIDERATION OF NATIVES 2000 ANNUAL CONVENT!QN Rl.SOWI'ION09-34, 
	ALASKA FJIDERATION OF NATIVES 2000 ANNUAL CONVENT!QN Rl.SOWI'ION09-34, 
	fflLE: REQl.JESTINGmE U.S. SECRETARY OP COMMERCE, OARYLOCKE TO ~TBE DECISION OP·'l'BE N'ORm PACIPIC FI$HER.Y MANAOEMENTCOUNClLADDRESSJNOTIIECBlNOOKBYCATCH!N TH:B BERING SBAPOU.OCK. TRAWL FISlmllY lN AP.Rll..~ 
	WBEUAS:Denbyt1oycl.CommissiancroftbcA1allltaDOjJldmeal ofFillb A Gmao,,during tho Norih PacificFisheryMaaapmimt OOUllcil(NPFMC)~heldm A;ndmrageon April 1ths:ough-April7, 2009, submitted a m'*on tor1bcNorth Pacific:F-~ ManagrmontCoancil10 couaidertbe foltowi.q: 
	• AAowrallGIP0,68,,392Cbin.ookmlJ)OII 
	• AAowrallGIP0,68,,392Cbin.ookmlJ)OII 
	• Perfolmmco.'11. ot4T.591Chinook .tm.oa;ad. ·

	WBEREAS:.ltvcumal1y.thoNPFMCadophcta.b.irdcilpof60.0000!iaooks.almonilllC1• pet.fo.r.maaoow, ot47,,tl Chinooksalmon wbioh wil11akee:ffoct.iathe year 20U;aud 
	ws:aRBAS:n.cqmpotitionoftboBerin&Sea.Cbilllklk.,,_...ln1ho kin1S.P0Uock 1raWl&:bol,.IQCOtCling.1o Katt M)Wi.ia 5'96 of Western Aluka.arialn,31'iflof CookInltitorigin. 8'4Soutbeut ~sh Columbiaarigib, and1be remauring..5-'6otKamchatkaorigia;and 
	WHBREAS: 'Up 19J~ of(be ClilnookbyCltObin tticBeriagSta Pollock. Trawl fisheryia of . Alasb.adp,.;·aad . 
	WHEREAS:Many oftbe Cldnooksalmonpmdllcb1a m•smad11l'Clams in Alukaarttadng cxtmervationCODCllifDI to inclucfetho Sliklnoand Taku Rivers in SculheastAlaska,. tho Kenaiandthe Detl'lka.in~ CookJDlatrqion, the Karluk anclAyakalik River ofthe Kodiakregioa. tho~ushupk Rivorin1he~Bayregion,tho Kw.ethluk,~k.. 111d IboGoorp intbe Ku!lbltWURRi'v«ro,lion,tho­Un•lald.NtRmr in1'ao.Norton Soundreafooand1boYukon River., Copper RmrIIIDdin tbc OialfofAlaska;&Dd 
	. WHEREAS: The !3'erlngSta.Pollock Trawl-fiahety ~all Chinook.salmon prqduciog rivers 

	WBDEAS:~To~of-LowcrYuton~~-deepfyconcomocl~tbem~c u&k)u dotl DOt ackkcu·tba criioally .low.lbrCKU of1ho Chm.oak almon l'tlluml. oa tho Y.ukm River in.1he IUDUDfll' of20C)g; and 
	WBDEAS:~To~of-LowcrYuton~~-deepfyconcomocl~tbem~c u&k)u dotl DOt ackkcu·tba criioally .low.lbrCKU of1ho Chm.oak almon l'tlluml. oa tho Y.ukm River in.1he IUDUDfll' of20C)g; and 
	· WHEUAS: Tu 2008 Cbioo.ok ulmoo.ttlmn$ on the Yukxm River were :far below numbm .IMICMll9M)'for to cousemmoa.. moetmtemlli0Dll,1reaty obliptiou. to provide.tbrt&e abori&inal needs oftbe Indigenous people ia. Yukoa TmiiOl:1, ~andt«r'bolowthtnmmberot~:SlllmQaaecaury101DMtbe llablistcncreaeedl ot1be Yukca River Tril,al families a to provide re, CIOIDmCll'Oiat oppartuniti• ~al to r.uoct tbo. finuacial needs of 111o Yukon River Tribal families; uul 
	Wll£DAS,: Spcc:m<:ally. on the Y1lkQ\l iuv.. the Al8*a I)opaltment of Piah A G.mno. in GOOpOr,atian. with the US, Fish & Wildlife Scrvioc% oponod the 200&aiblittonoc l&lmoa.blrWlll lN.IOD witb windcnn regalatioaa in plaoe for tbo 4IDtirCI Yukm Rive: ud implemcfllted reducoc11llld~ subslttenco.~ and 
	WB!RBAS: The return of1he. Y'llba. R.iwrChinook.lllmoD bqaa.f'tadllly slow ud roquirod even ibrthcr~cd.om placecl on tho Yukon.UH:iver .-ibaiat.eace ~.and 1hcir &mili•(i.e.. Ji:aoa tbo-21'6-houropcmersinlhe LowerRJv«disu:icudown to218-bourQJ)IINIS)fqr:fw.,_1be'"rua...-,,mdtom woutd nG& mpporttho· c:aitOmm:y subsi,tenco harvests and meet~ goab in Alukaand meet tbemtmm ~osoapement pl of at lout 4S,OOO tllbioto Cmlda .-oc1 to by the Yukon Riv• PaaeJ," (taktrl .fiom 1be ADFG/lJSFWS 2008 Y~ River Summ• Salmoa F'
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	WBEQA$: Since 2001 to ckte.'the .minimum m:smber of Cliioook t141mon inter"ci,tochnd wute4 bydJCl B"cringSca PoUock&heryis oY.« 450~000,.mostnotably the 2007 reoord higb bY.--*aaiou.ntfJfl22.00lt and 
	WHERBAS: fa.the:~ tho Bains Sca:Pollock.tiabery CDDtinucsto fish.without any aauJatory nsatrictiGll!I. tbtdier eadanpdng our 1jJlure Chimalc.llllmoa.te$0lUCH and our ab°"1 to .meet our l'Llblistenoe aud small scalo m-ri.ver ·c:iommen:dal JislrcryDOecll;and 
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	• Fadlnlfilbcdcs an..-~plemedteclacvtre-a.iDook,flaheries ngwation, to limittholllrvea~'Chhlook sain¥>u to tw-U, quali1itdnrnl.Rblistenotuer:s 
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