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Dear Mr. -Secretary. 

State and.federal scloutisrs haYe met tNer the pastseveral m~ to __ West Coast 
salmcmpdpulatiollS and finalize 'the saimon fi.SbIDg seasons for 20(0 ASing.me I1'lOSI UP"' 
\O-dalc biological and fishery dataavailable. 1"01 SaoramontnRiver F*U Chiaook Stilinon 
(SRPC); tDe nu:r.nber ofreturning adult spawners did not meet lhe ~serv8ltOft objective 
under the Pacifies Coast Salm<m Fishay ~CI1t Plan for 2007~ 200& Md2009. 
Beingthc third oonsec:uli've 1":£,1t wiIlautomatica1iy trigger an uoverfisbi:og aim" and 
the Pacific FiShery Ma.rtagernent Co\UlCll hasm:bn actions as required to ptotcQ and 
rebw1d the stoc;k. 

BJtsecl on this information) the Co1mcil.teCo~ at its.ApriJ meeting a commuation 
oftbe cJospre for m.'CIdi o1'the ~l81Chinook. salmon &hones ~ the 
OJegorJCalifomia bor$ier to the United StatcslMexieo border offCalifonu.-within its 
jilrisdiction that rmpa,ct SRf'C. T6e.2Q.1 0 tederal and ~ ruh arJd Game Commission 
(FGC) regulations resulted in QCCan eommereJat fishery at 11 peroeru ofmnix1al. ra::ean 
.recreational flsheiy at 66 pezeent ofllOmUd and. CemIxal Valley river ~nal iishety 
at 17 pereeDt ofnonnalln Califomia when eompeted to a~e 2003-07 £eaJOJlS. 

1 issu,ed r:mcrsenoy dee~nns in 2008 and ~QQ9conoe:ming Ctdnook sahnon. 
FeUowmg each de!:lJ.aratSon. the Secretary ofCommetce'pptf::d fed_ disas.t=' 
deeha:ations~ which allowed access tofederal disaster t\md.s. .As a r6Sult oftbe ratdctcd 
~.we hctebY n::qUCSl that you de<llue a contmuation cf~ fisbery ~disaste:r 
u:oder Section SOB(d) of1be lnte!jmisdicti.onall'lsherles Act of'19~. end a c:on:une:rcJil 
mhety failUlC uudet ~ 31laofthe Magouson-StcNcns Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act of 1976 (MSA:). lIiIS ~ In 100& and 2009. 
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As you know. declaring·a.oomimled eommertial fishery :fitj~uader the MSA wiU 
~the~communities~by any ciosmeDrrtstrlctions to teeeive vital 
economiC' assistance. The ccm:mmnft:les SD.P.POI1:ing ~ fisllette$ conthme 10 see tho 
~ cconatAic hatdsbip they hav~ suffered sinQe 2006 iD response to the lpw 
a.buDdance ofK.lamath Rivet FaD ChUiQQlc salmon.. and in2~~ 2009 in respo1'lSeto 
c.rtdcallyJow ~ ofSI(FC. Clearly. economic ~win again be critical for 
1bc ~U:-beingofQUr.fisPing communities rmd ~ I 

I 
Salmon is ..vital oompolJ8Dt ofCalif.bmia!s .oatnraJ teSOUICeS aud.provide signttlclPt I 

aesthetic. teCtoa'lional, ~ and ec,.oDOmic betldits to our Sfl1.ie$. Salmon. is ~so 
~b.ty wJm:d toreultural,. subs:ist:cDce and economic reasons by ~v4S American tribc&. 
WbUt. eCODomi~_~ wm be essential to address the sbort-Ml'm iJ:npac$ associated 
with dos~ or restrl¢tions on our salmon iisherles. we wnt also ctJUtirJ.ue gUt otlb"rts to 
I«CO.ver and resto~ salmon populations II.lld. deve1op~ sttategies to ensure the 
long..f.erm hoaltb end sustaiDl!lbility ofoar salmon fisheries. 

We greatly apprec.fattJ. YQm" aMioipated support and 1ead=smp on thiJ critical issue and 
look fot\ti:atd. to a tilvomble reply. 
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