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Dear Sccretary Locke:

On May 9, 2011 the USACE opened the Bonnet Carré Spillway to relieve the pressure from the
Mississippi River waterway system. As T am sure you are awars, the Bonfiet Carré Spillvdyacts .~ 5
to divert the waters of the Mississippi River into Lak¢ Pontchartrain, which ultimately flow into -
the Mississippi Sound. The large release of fresh-watet Fdm. thé"’ac{tmns ‘of the Spillway

immdates the salt-waters of the MISSISSlppl Sound and greatly disrupts the unique eco-system, o '
and subsequently, the sea-life of this region. Historically this has led to significant negative

' .., impacts to all estuarine/marine species in coastal Mississippi, particularly the Mississippi’s

{ : . oyster reefs located westward of the Gulfport Ship Channel which have experienced near total if
not total mortahty rates.

‘Tam wntmg to you to request that yowinitiate the process to implement a federal fisheries o
-, disaster declaration as outlmed in the Magnuson:Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
L. Act. We will contmue to monitor the influence of the MlSSISSI'ppl R.IVCI' ﬁ'eshwaler as it makes

1ts way into the MISSISSlppl Sound . . S

} s s .Tlxe dcciaratzén of ) fed,eral ﬁsbenes d_,saste.,,fo:i/usslssmpx_mau mst m.o_btammg ﬁnapcm] ,.,_.,,,..,',.__.,,_ﬁ ._.‘
assm‘tance for’ all negan‘i'ely a.mpaated ecoéystems ﬁshcrmcn and related busmesses ina tlmely
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Thank you for your cons1derat10n of thJs request B . o
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