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Th~ Hono,;able Gary Locke 
Secretary ·of°Commerce ·~ 

-:..l-~ S • Or4>1ipwmi,f!)t.~et'¥>._ • · 
14th and Constitutiqn ·Avenue NW 
Washi?gton. DC 20230 
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Dear Se~ Locke: 

On May 9, 20n the USACE opened the Bonnet 
sure

Cane Spillw~yto relieve the pressure from the 
Mississippi River waterway system. As1am you are~ tli'eBoniiel"CarreSplll~Yaots •I• 

to divert the waters of the Mississippi River into .~!!'P._?,nt~!t ..~ whi~ ~ltimately ~ow into 
the Misslssippi Sound. The large·reJease offresh-waterfftm th~"'iclions'ofthe Spillway · · 
inundatesthe salt-waters of the Mississippi Soy.ndand greatly disrupts the unique eco-syftein, 
and subsequently, the sea-life of this. region. Historically this)lp led to significant negative 

... impacts to all estuarine/~ne species in coastal Mississippi, particularly the M°ISSissippi'~ 
·. oyster reefs located westward ?f the Gulfport Ship Channel which have experienced ·near total, if 

riottotal, m'o.rtality rates. . · · · ~ . · 

· I am writing toyou to ~quest that you·initiate the process to implement a federal :fisheries . 
·. disaster declaration asoutline~ ip the M~uso~vcns FisheryConserva,tion and Management 

Act. We will CQ.nti.nue' ta.monitor tlie'imluence of 1he ~ssippi River freshwater as it makes 
 its way into the Mississippi Sound. .. . . . . . . ." : · . . . . · 
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Thank·yo{i for your co~deratiori .. thi;.·~es{ .. . "• .. . 
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