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STATE OF A LASKA 

July 14, 2012 

The Honorable Rebecca Blank 
Acting Secretary 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution A venue, NW 
Washingto n, DC 20230 

Re: Federa l Fishery Disaster 

Dear Madam Secretary, 

In accordance with Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management and Conservation 
Act (MSA), I am writing to request that you declare a fishery disaster for the 2011 Chinook salmon 
fisherie s on the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers, and 2012 Chinook salmon on the Yukon and 
Kuskokwim Rivers. The MSA authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to determine if a commercial 
fishery failure has occurred. I ask your soo nest possible review of this matter due to the importance 
of the se fisherie s to the local, regional, state , and nationa l economies. 

Our analysis indicate s that the decline in the se fisheries meet s the standards in the MSA for disaster 
determination s. The cause of these decline s is undetermined and could include a variety of factor s 
including ocean surviva l or other unknown factors. As I indicated in the 2009 disaster declaration 
request, run sizes in subsequent years will likely be impacted. 

2011 and 2012 Yukon River Chinook Fisheries 
The 2011 Chin ook Yukon River fishery was almost completely shut down due to run strength, and 
the subsistence opportu nity was signifi cantly restricted. The five year average harvest from 2006 to 
2010 was nearly 19,000 fish, resultin g in an economic value of over $3 million for region residents in 
some years. 

The situation in 2012 is more troubling. There are no commerc ial harve st openings expected for 
Chinook on the Yukon River , and harve st restrictio ns are leading to reduced activity in other salmon 
fisheries. Subsistence opportunity ha s been significantl y restricted. 

2011 and 2012 Kuskokwim River Chinook Fisheries 
In 2011, Chinook sales were restric ted on the Kuskokwim River, and the value of the fishery was 
negligible. This is down from the five year previous average of over 4,200 Chinook salmon sold. For 
2012, fisherie s manager s have been unable to open any directed Chinook salmo n fisheries on the 
Kuskokwim River in an attempt to meet escapement goals for Chinook salmon. Again, while final 
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results are not available for 2012, there may be substantial harm to other salmon fisheries on the 
Ku skokwim River, and subsistence harv est will mo st likely be reduced. 

Additional Considerations 
There are additio nal fisheries which may merit a fisherie s disaster declaration including, but not 
limited to, the Cook Inl et Chinook whic h are experiencing dimini shed return s. Fisheries manager s 
have impo sed seve ral closures on area stream s as the y work to meet escapement number s. No t only 
is the commercia l harve st a critical economic engine, but Chinook closure s on the Kenai and other 
river s are causing significant eco nomic harm to the sportfi sh bu sine sses in the area. Final economic 
harm is not known at this time, but is expected to be significant for the se bu sinesses. The Coo k Inlet 
salmon mn s are also a critica l food source to Matanuska -Susitn a Valley resident s. We will continue 
to monitor the situation of this and other fisherie s, and may reque st additional disaster 
determination s once the final data is analyzed. 

It is important to empha size the critical nature of the se fisherie s to region resident s. Residents in the 
Yukon and Kuskokwim regions experience some of th e highest poverty rate s in the countr y. 
Earnin gs from even small commercial fisherie s are critical to enduring Alaska's winter s. Even more 
important to the se residents' surviva l is the ability to engage in sub sistence harvest s. The state of 
fisheries thi s year ma y severely impact their subsistenc e harve sts. 

It appears the se river systems may be facing long -term systemic change s and require signifi cant and 
long -term financial resources to determine th e preci se probl em and makt'. currt'.ctivt'. actions. We 
requ est that along with a disaster declaration, you also do what you can to increa se immediate 
resource s to assist in potential food shor tages, and direc t long-term , sustainabl e funding to research. 

Given the status of the fisherie s this year, we are making this immediate request for a determin atio n 
for Yukon River and Ku skokwim River Chinook sto cks. I have directed the Alaska Department s o f 
Commerc e, Communi ty and Eco nomic De velop ment , and Fish and Game to contin ue their review 
and provide analysis on other fisherie s that may be facing disaster determinatio ns in 2011 and 2012. 

Sean Parnell 
Go vernor 

Enclo sure 

cc: The H onorable Lisa Mur kowski, United State s Senate 
T he Honorab le Mark Begich, United States Senate 
The Hono rable Don Yo ung, Unit ed State s H ouse of Repre sentati ves 
The H onorab le Ga ry Stevens, Alaska State Senate 
The Honorabl e Lyma n H off man, Alaska State Senate 
The Honor able Donald Ol son, Alaska State Senate 
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The Honorable Thomas Wagoner, Alaska State Senate 
The Hon orable Linda Menard, Alaska State Senate 
The Honorable i\like Chena ult, Alaska State H ouse of Repr esentative s 
The H onorab le Bob H erron, Alaska State H ouse of Repre sentativ es 
The Honorab le i\Iark 1 euman, Alaska State House of Repre sentati, ·es 
The Hono rable ea! Fo ster, Alaska State Hou se of Representative s 
The H onora ble Susan K. Bell, Commissioner, Alaska Departm ent of Commerce, 
Comm uni ty, and Economic Development 
The Honorable Cora Campbell, Commis sioner , Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Myron aneng, Sr. , Pre sident, Association of Village Council Presidents 
Ju lie I<itka, Pr esident, Alaska Federation of atives 
Jam es Balsiger , Alaska Region Administrator, Na tional i\Iarine Fisheries Service 
I<ip Knud son, Director of State and Federa l Relations, Office of the Governor 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Susan Bell, Commi ssioner DATE: Saturday, Jul y 14, 2012 

FROM: Glenn Haight , De velopment Manager RE: Review of fisheries disaster statu s for 2011 

and 2012 Yukon and Kuskokwim River 

Chinook Fisheries and 2012 Cook Inlet 

Chinook Fisheries 

The information in this memo support s a state recommend ation to seek a federal disaster declaration by the 

US Department of Commerce for several Alaska salmon fisheries for 2011 and 2012. Please note there are 

additional fisherie s that may quali fy for a disaster declaration recommendation. Our office is working with the 

Alaska Departmen t of Fish and Game and will follow up as the fishing seasons and analyses are comp leted. 

Federal fisherie s disasters may occur under the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) or the Interjuri sdictional 

Fisheries Ac t (IF A) . Under either act, the underl ying determin ate of a commercial fishery failure is the cause 
and the impact . 

Causes 
Causes allowable und er MSA are natural , undetermin ed, or man-made beyond the contr ol o f fishery 

managers. Und er IFA, causes may be natural or undetermined. In either case, the poor stock runs in the 

Yukon and Ku skokwim Rivers, and the Cook Inlet region are a function of one or more of these factor s. 

Impact 
The federal gove rnment may empl oy some discretion in reviewing and making a determinati on on impact. 

Metr ics may include harves ts, value, number of participant s, jobs, landings, and other. In th e case of these 
fisheries, there appear s to be ample inform ation to mak e a finding. 

Impact will be specifically determined based on how the last 12 month s of activity fair against the previou s 

five years. The federal guidelines state that declines of 80 percent or greater will result in an automatic disaster 

declaration . Decline s between 35 percent and 80 perc ent may result in a disaster declaration. Decline s less 

than 35 percent will not result in a disaster declaration. Given the immediat e natur e of our 20 12 fishery, this 

memo restricts the analysis to tho se fisherie s that meet or exceed the 80 perc ent decline standard. There are 

many other fisherie s under review that may also meet this definition or that of the 35 percent to 80 percent 
criteria. 
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In term s of evaluating impact, federa l managers may consider impact s on sub unit s. Thi s is important 

particular ly in the Ku skohvim fishery, where managem ent is split between the Ku skohvim Bay and River. 

For th e purpo ses of this recommendation, the analysis show s the river fishery is under significant stress. 

Yukon Salmon Fisheries 
Yukon salmon fisherie s are broken into two main area, the Lower and Upper fisheries. Ther e are severa l 
districts in each of the two areas. 

Chinook 

The Yukon Chinook fishery continues to falter with poor return s. Commercial Chinoo k harve sts have fallen 

significantly over the last five years. Table 1 pro vides the analysis on the total commercial Yukon Chinook 

harve sts from 2006 thou gh current 2012. T he 5-year average number of fish sold commerc ially from 2006 -

2010 was 18,863 fish. The 109 fish sold commercially in 2011 is substantially below that mark. Even witl1 tl1e 

grea tly reduc ed number of sales in 2011, the 2007 - 2011 average number of fish sold was 9,719 fish. With 

little to no commercial sale expected in 2012, it will again meet the definition of a fishery disaster. 

Unfortunatel y, each year tl1e river doe s not produce the 5 year average decline s. This suggests in five years 

continued poor harve sts will no longer technica lly result in a federal fisherie s disaster. If a disaster declar ation 

is requested, it appear s critical it come with multi-year (8 or more years) funding for research and restoration. 

Table 1 
Yukon Total Chinook Data 

Disaster Mlttrics to, 2011 SUson 

Dab for 20 12 nntnt H d J!Ay12 

Olnslef Metric.s for 2012 Su son 

Category 2006 '2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Current 

Data 2012 

Average 2(X)6-

2010 

20111ncrease

(Decline) 

 Average 2007 -

2011 
2012 Increase 

(Decline) 

Number of Fish 

Pounds Harvested 

Value of Fisheries 

45,829 

859,405 

3,319,552 

33,6 34 

595,352 

2, 171,349 

4,641 

65,438 

303,633 

316 

4,203 

21,014 s 

9,897 

127,671 

638,357 

109 

1,488 

7,438 

0 

18,863 

275,593 

1,076.890 

·99% 

-99% 

-99% s 

9,719 

158,830 

628,358 

-100% 

-100% 

-100% 

Source: 2006 · 2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game , Annua l Managemen t Reprot Yukon and Northern Areas 2010, May 2012, Appendic es A4, AS, AG, A7, A9, All, A l3. 2011 data, Alaska Fish 

& Game AYK Database Management System. 2012data, Alaska Fish & Game online 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon Catches. Blue Sheet. 

Summer Chum 

As of this writing, the summer chum fishery is underwa y. Pre season projecti ons, escap ement dat a, and 

current harves ts do not suggest the summer chum fishery will meet the requir ement fishery disaster thre shold. 

O ne facto r that may impa ct summer chum harves ts and values is reduction s in harve st activity because of 

area closures and retention prohibition s due to Chinoo k measures. 

W/ e w ill con duct further analysis on the summ er chum fishery for tl1e Upper Yukon, where there may be 

justification for a declaration. Har vest levels for chum on the Up per Yuk on fell 72 percent in 20 11 in 

compa rison to the five year average for the fishery. See Table 2 for details. 
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Tab le 2 
Upper Yukon Summe r Chum Data Dot• , ~ 2012 am•m .. of July 12 

Disaster Mettles for 2011 Snson Disaster Metrics for 2012 Seuon 

Current 
Data 2012 

Average 2006-
2010 

2011 Increase 
(Dedinel 

Average 2007-
2011 

2012 Increase 
(Decline} Cateaory 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Number of Fish 44,641 21,978 25,588 12,366 49,673 8,651 30,849 -72% 23,651 ·100% 

Pounds Harvested 272,310 127,472 186,79 2 66,776 263,267 45,850 0 160,411 -71% 138,032 ·100% 

Value of Fisheries $ 43,570 $ 31,868 46,698 17,362 60,551 $ 11,463 $ 35,252 -67" 33,588 · 100% 

Source: 2006- 2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Annual Management Reprot Yukon and Northern Areas 2010, May 2012, Appendic es A4, AS, A6, A7, A9, All, A13. 2011 data, 

Alaska Fish & Game AYK Database Management System. 2012 data, Alaska Fish & Game online 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon catches - Blue Sheet. 

Coho 

The Coho fishery occurs in the fall on the Yuko n River. Pre-season projection s do not sugges t a disaster 

declaration will be warranted. However, it is simply too early to make any finding s. 

I( uskokwim Salmon Fisheries 
Kuskok\vim sahn on fisheries are broken into two main areas, the Kuskok\vim Bay and Ku skobvim River. 

T he main area of concern is the river fisher y. Results from the 2011 Ku skok\vim River Chinook fishery 

indicate it clearly meet s the criteria for a disaster determination. While the river fishery is known to begin in 

June, as of this time, subsistence Chinook fisheries have been severely restricted and the commerc ial fishery 

has not yet opened . It remain s too early to determine if the 80 percent threshold requirement will be met. 

Given the late de lay in the commerc ial fishery, a disaster findin g is likely. 

Kuskokwim River 

Forty nine Chinook sahnon were sold during the 2011 Ku skobvim River commercial sahnon fishery 

comp ared to the prev ious 5-year aYerage of 4,243. It appears this meet s the threshold of a disaster 

declaration. However, no directed commercia l Chinook fishery has occurred on the Kuskobvim River for 

several decade s. Ta ble 3 demo nstrates the last five years of harvest activity for Chinook sahnon. 

Table 3 
Kuskokwim River Chinook Data Data,~ 2012 .... , .... 12of,...., 

Diusttr Metrics for 2011 Season Dhnttt Metrics for 2012 Seuon 

Current 

Data 20U 
Average 2006 -

2010 

2011 Increase 

(Decline) 
Average 1.007 -

2011 

20U Increase 

(Decline) Category 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Number of Fish 2,777 179 8,865 6,664 2,731 49 4,243 ·99% 3,698 ·100% 

Pounds Harvested 38,600 2,524 114,359 87,298 3S,n6 613 0 39,881 -98" 48,114 · 100% 

Value of Fisheries 20,844 s 1,489 83,482 61,982 57,242 s 521 32,223 -98" 40,943 · 100% 

Source: 2006 - 2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, 2010 Kuskokw im Area Management Report , December 2011, App endices A9, AlO, All, A12, A13, C3, 03. 2011 data, Alaska Fish & 
Game AYK Databa se Management Syst em. 2012 data, Alaska Fish &Game online 2012 Prelimin ary Alaska Commercial Salmon Catches - Blue She et. 

Area managers also expressed concern that the annual subsistence Chinook harves t may significantl y be 

impacted by area closures. While otl1er sahnon specie s are not of con cern, Chinook directed sub sistence 

fishing has bee n severely restricted to achieve escapement goa ls. Thi s has had an impact on Chinook 

subsistence harvest and is an area of immediate concern for region resident s. 

Kuskokwim Bay 

Fishing is underwa y in tl1e bay. At tlus time, return s are below five-year averages, bu t do not appear to 

warrant declaration. W/e will continue to monitor the situatio n. 
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Cook Inlet Salmon Fisheries 
The 2012 Coo k Inlet salmon fishery is realizing significantl y lower runs of Chinook than in previous years. At 

tl1is tin1e, we do not have sufficient economic in1pact information for a definitive recommend ation. Ho wever , 

it is anticipated ilie economic decline will be significant , warranting a fishery disaster declaration. 

Table 4 

D1t1 for 2012 C\.fflnt II of l..iy 12 

Upper Cook Inlet Chinook Data 
Olsuter Metrics for 2011 s~.son Oiuster Metrics for 2012 SN son 

Curre nt Data 

2012 

Average 2006-

2010 

2011 Increase 

(Decline) 
Av era ge 2.fXJ7. 

2011 

2012 Increase 

(Decline) Catu:ory 2006 'J.007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Number of Fish 18,029 17,625 13, 333 8,750 9,901 11,248 1,680 13,528 -17% , 12,1 71 -86% 

Pounds Harvested 353,368 359,550 310,659 152.250 204,951 227,210 34,104 267,998 -15% 250,924 ·86% 

Value o f fi sheries 617,133 629,521 544,120 266,548 5 349,137 634,617 s 110,838 s 506,846 25% S 484,789 -77% 

Sou rce: 2006· 2011 data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game's 2011 Upper Cook Inlet Area Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report, July 2012, Appendices B6and 87, 2012 Preliminary 

Alaska Commercial Salmon Cat ches- Blue Shee t , and online catch history on Alaska Department of Fish & Game's website . 

Impacts on Subsistence 
Di scussions witl1 Fish & Game indicate tl1is year' s commercial harvest closures may in1pact subsistence 

harvests in tl1e Yukon and Kus kobvin1. Thi s may have significant economic con sequence to region residents. 

Ongoing review and analysis is needed , particularl y given ilie reliance on subsistenc e food s for communit y, 

household, and per sona l well-being. 

Follow-up Action 
As described abo ve, ther e app ears to be ongoing and signi!icaul <leclines in the Yukon and Ku skobvim 

Chino ok salmon fisherie s, and Coo k Inlet salmon fisheries. On going monitor ing, reporting, and ana lysis will 

be condu cted as each fishery is pro secuted , but the known dec lines and restr ictio ns on subsiste nce fisherie s 

warrant ilie reque st for a federal fishery disaster declaration at tlus tin1e. 
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	July 14, 2012 
	The Honorable Rebecca Blank Acting Secretary United States Department of Commerce 1401 Constitution A venue, NW Washingto n, DC 20230 
	Re: Federa l Fishery Disaster 
	Dear Madam Secretary, 
	In accordance with Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management and Conservation Act (MSA), I am writing to request that you declare a fishery disaster for the 2011 Chinook salmon fisheries on the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers, and 2012 Chinook salmon on the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers. The MSA authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to determine if a commercial fishery failure has occurred. I ask your soonest possible review of this matter due to the importance of these fisheries to the local, region
	Our analysis indicates that the decline in these fisheries meets the standards in the MSA for disaster determination s. The cause of these decline s is undetermined and could include a variety of factor s including ocean surviva l or other unknown factors. As I indicated in the 2009 disaster declaration request, run sizes in subsequent years will likely be impacted. 
	2011 and 2012 Yukon River Chinook Fisheries 
	2011 and 2012 Yukon River Chinook Fisheries 
	The 2011 Chin ook Yukon River fishery was almost completely shut down due to run strength, and the subsistence opportunity was significantly restricted. The five year average harvest from 2006 to 2010 was nearly 19,000 fish, resultin g in an economic value of over $3 million for region residents in some years. 
	The situation in 2012 is more troubling. There are no commerc ial harve st openings expected for Chinook on the Yukon River, and harve st restrictio ns are leading to reduced activity in other salmon fisheries. Subsistence opportunity has been significantly restricted. 

	2011 and 2012 Kuskokwim River Chinook Fisheries 
	2011 and 2012 Kuskokwim River Chinook Fisheries 
	In 2011, Chinook sales were restricted on the Kuskokwim River, and the value of the fishery was negligible. This is down from the five year previous average of over 4,200 Chinook salmon sold. For 2012, fisheries manager s have been unable to open any directed Chinook salmon fisheries on the Kuskokwim River in an attempt to meet escapement goals for Chinook salmon. Again, while final 
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	results are not available for 2012, there may be substantial harm to other salmon fisheries on the Kuskokwim River, and subsistence harvest will most likely be reduced. 

	Additional Considerations 
	Additional Considerations 
	There are additio nal fisheries which may merit a fisheries disaster declaration including, but not limited to, the Cook Inlet Chinook which are experiencing diminished return s. Fisheries manager s have imposed several closures on area streams as they work to meet escapement numbers. Not only is the commercial harvest a critical economic engine, but Chinook closures on the Kenai and other rivers are causing significant economic harm to the sportfi sh businesses in the area. Final economic harm is not known
	It is important to emphasize the critical nature of these fisheries to region residents. Residents in the Yukon and Kuskokwim regions experience some of the highest poverty rates in the country. Earnings from even small commercial fisheries are critical to enduring Alaska's winters. Even more important to these residents' survival is the ability to engage in subsistence harvests. The state of fisheries this year may severely impact their subsistence harvests. 
	It appears these river systems may be facing long -term systemic changes and require significant and long-term financial resources to determine the precise problem and makt'. currt'.ctivt'. actions. We requ est that along with a disaster declaration, you also do what you can to increa se immediate resources to assist in potential food shortages, and direct long-term, sustainable funding to research. 
	Given the status of the fisheries this year, we are making this immediate request for a determination for Yukon River and Kuskokwim River Chinook stocks. I have directed the Alaska Department s of Commerce, Community and Economic Development, and Fish and Game to continue their review and provide analysis on other fisheries that may be facing disaster determinatio ns in 2011 and 2012. 
	Sean Parnell Go vernor 
	Enclo sure 
	cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate The Honorab le Mark Begich, United States Senate The Hono rable Don Young, United States House of Repre sentatives The Honorab le Gary Stevens, Alaska State Senate The Honorabl e Lyman Hoffman, Alaska State Senate The Honor able Donald Olson, Alaska State Senate 
	cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate The Honorab le Mark Begich, United States Senate The Hono rable Don Young, United States House of Repre sentatives The Honorab le Gary Stevens, Alaska State Senate The Honorabl e Lyman Hoffman, Alaska State Senate The Honor able Donald Olson, Alaska State Senate 
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	The Honorable Thomas Wagoner, Alaska State Senate The Hon orable Linda Menard, Alaska State Senate The Honorable i\like Chenault, Alaska State House of Representatives The H onorab le Bob H erron, Alaska State H ouse of Repre sentativ es The Honorab le i\Iark 1 euman, Alaska State House of Repre sentati, ·es The Honorable ea! Foster, Alaska State House of Representatives The Honorable Susan K. Bell, Commissioner, Alaska Departm ent of Commerce, Comm uni ty, and Economic Development The Honorable Cora Campbe
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	MEMORANDUM 
	MEMORANDUM 
	TO: Susan Bell, Commissioner DATE: Saturday,July 14, 2012 FROM: Glenn Haight , Development Manager RE: Review of fisheries disaster status for 2011 and 2012 Yukon and Kuskokwim River Chinook Fisheries and 2012 Cook Inlet Chinook Fisheries 
	TO: Susan Bell, Commissioner DATE: Saturday,July 14, 2012 FROM: Glenn Haight , Development Manager RE: Review of fisheries disaster status for 2011 and 2012 Yukon and Kuskokwim River Chinook Fisheries and 2012 Cook Inlet Chinook Fisheries 

	The information in this memo support s a state recommend ation to seek a federal disaster declaration by the US Department of Commerce for several Alaska salmon fisheries for 2011 and 2012. Please note there are additional fisheries that may qualify for a disaster declaration recommendation. Our office is working with the Alaska Departmen t of Fish and Game and will follow up as the fishing seasons and analyses are comp leted. Federal fisheries disasters may occur under the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) or the
	Causes 
	Causes 
	Causes allowable under MSA are natural, undetermined, or man-made beyond the control of fishery managers. Under IFA, causes may be natural or undetermined. In either case, the poor stock runs in the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers, and the Cook Inlet region are a function of one or more of these factors. 

	Impact 
	Impact 
	The federal government may employ some discretion in reviewing and making a determinati on on impact. Metrics may include harvests, value, number of participants, jobs, landings, and other. In the case of these fisheries, there appears to be ample information to make a finding. 
	Impact will be specifically determined based on how the last 12 months of activity fair against the previous five years. The federal guidelines state that declines of 80 percent or greater will result in an automatic disaster declaration. Declines between 35 percent and 80 percent may result in a disaster declaration. Declines less than 35 percent will not result in a disaster declaration. Given the immediat e natur e of our 2012 fishery, this memo restricts the analysis to those fisheries that meet or exce
	Commissioner Bell/2011 and 2012 fisheries status page 2 of 4 
	In terms of evaluating impact, federal managers may consider impacts on sub units. This is important particularly in the Kuskohvim fishery, where management is split between the Kuskohvim Bay and River. For the purposes of this recommendation, the analysis shows the river fishery is under significant stress. 


	Yukon Salmon Fisheries 
	Yukon Salmon Fisheries 
	Yukon salmon fisherie s are broken into two main area, the Lower and Upper fisheries. Ther e are severa l districts in each of the two areas. 
	Chinook 
	Chinook 
	The Yukon Chinook fishery continues to falter with poor return s. Commercial Chinoo k harve sts have fallen significantly over the last five years. Table 1 provides the analysis on the total commercial Yukon Chinook harvests from 2006 though current 2012. The 5-year average number of fish sold commerc ially from 2006 2010 was 18,863 fish. The 109 fish sold commercially in 2011 is substantially below that mark. Even witl1 tl1e greatly reduced number of sales in 2011, the 2007 -2011 average number of fish sol
	-

	Unfortunately, each year tl1e river does not produce the 5 year average declines. This suggests in five years continued poor harvests will no longer technically result in a federal fisheries disaster. If a disaster declaration is requested, it appears critical it come with multi-year (8 or more years) funding for research and restoration. 
	Table 1 Yukon Total Chinook Data Disaster Mlttrics to, 2011 SUson Dab for 20 12 nntnt H d J!Ay12 Olnslef Metric.s for 2012 Su son 
	Table 1 Yukon Total Chinook Data Disaster Mlttrics to, 2011 SUson Dab for 20 12 nntnt H d J!Ay12 Olnslef Metric.s for 2012 Su son 
	Category 
	Category 
	2006 
	'2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 
	Current Data 2012 
	Average 2(X)6-2010 
	20111ncrease(Decline) 
	 Average 2007 -2011 
	2012 Increase (Decline) 

	Number of Fish 
	Number of Fish 
	45,829 
	33,6 34 
	4,641 
	316 
	9,897 
	109 
	18,863 
	·99% 
	9,719 
	-100% 

	Pounds Harvested 
	Pounds Harvested 
	859,405 
	595,352 
	65,438 
	4,203 
	127,671 
	1,488 
	0 
	275,593 
	-99% 
	158,830 
	-100% 

	Value of Fisheries 
	Value of Fisheries 
	3,319,552 
	2, 171,349 
	303,633 
	21,014 
	638,357 
	7,438 
	1,076.890 
	-99% s 
	628,358 
	-100% 


	Source: 2006 · 2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Annual Managemen t Reprot Yukon and Northern Areas 2010, May 2012, Appendices A4, AS, AG, A7, A9, All, Al3. 2011 data, Alaska Fish & Game AYK Database Management System. 2012data, Alaska Fish & Game online 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon Catches. Blue Sheet. 

	Summer Chum 
	Summer Chum 
	As of this writing, the summer chum fishery is underway. Preseason projections, escapement data, and current harvests do not suggest the summer chum fishery will meet the requirement fishery disaster threshold. 
	One factor that may impact summer chum harvests and values is reductions in harvest activity because of area closures and retention prohibition s due to Chinook measures. 
	W/e will conduct further analysis on the summer chum fishery for tl1e Upper Yukon, where there may be justification for a declaration. Harvest levels for chum on the Upper Yukon fell 72 percent in 2011 in compa rison to the five year average for the fishery. See Table 2 for details. 
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	Table 2 Upper Yukon Summe r Chum Data Dot• , ~ 2012 am•m .. of July 12 Disaster Mettles for 2011 Snson Disaster Metrics for 2012 Seuon 
	Cateaory 
	Cateaory 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 
	Current Data 2012 
	Average 2006-2010 
	2011 Increase (Dedinel 
	Average 2007-2011 
	2012 Increase (Decline} 

	Number of Fish 
	Number of Fish 
	44,641 
	21,978 
	25,588 
	12,366 
	49,673 
	8,651 
	30,849 
	-72% 
	23,651 
	·100% 

	Pounds Harvested 
	Pounds Harvested 
	272,310 
	127,472 
	186,79 2 
	66,776 
	263,267 
	45,850 
	0 
	160,411 
	-71% 
	138,032 
	·100% 

	Value of Fisheries 
	Value of Fisheries 
	43,570 
	31,868 
	46,698 
	17,362 
	60,551 
	$ 11,463 
	35,252 
	-67" 
	33,588 
	· 100% 


	Source: 2006-2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Annual Management Reprot Yukon and Northern Areas 2010, May 2012, Appendic es A4, AS, A6, A7, A9, All, A13. 2011 data, Alaska Fish & Game AYK Database Management System. 2012 data, Alaska Fish & Game online 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon catches -Blue Sheet. 

	Coho 
	Coho 
	The Coho fishery occurs in the fall on the Yukon River. Pre-season projections do not suggest a disaster declaration will be warranted. However, it is simply too early to make any finding s. 


	I( uskokwim Salmon Fisheries 
	I( uskokwim Salmon Fisheries 
	Kuskok\vim sahnon fisheries are broken into two main areas, the Kuskok\vim Bay and Kuskobvim River. The main area of concern is the river fishery. Results from the 2011 Kuskok\vim River Chinook fishery indicate it clearly meet s the criteria for a disaster determination. While the river fishery is known to begin in June, as of this time, subsistence Chinook fisheries have been severely restricted and the commerc ial fishery has not yet opened . It remains too early to determine if the 80 percent threshold r
	Kuskokwim River 
	Kuskokwim River 
	Forty nine Chinook sahnon were sold during the 2011 Kuskobvim River commercial sahnon fishery compared to the previous 5-year aYerage of 4,243. It appears this meets the threshold of a disaster declaration. However, no directed commercial Chinook fishery has occurred on the Kuskobvim River for several decade s. Ta ble 3 demo nstrates the last five years of harvest activity for Chinook sahnon. 
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	Table 3 Kuskokwim River Chinook Data Data,~ 2012 .... , .... 12of,...., Diusttr Metrics for 2011 Season Dhnttt Metrics for 2012 Seuon 
	Category 
	Category 
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 
	Current Data 20U 
	Average 2006 -2010 
	2011 Increase (Decline) 
	Average 1.007 -2011 
	20U Increase (Decline) 

	Number of Fish 
	Number of Fish 
	2,777 
	179 
	8,865 
	6,664 
	2,731 
	49 
	4,243 
	·99% 
	3,698 
	·100% 

	Pounds Harvested 
	Pounds Harvested 
	38,600 
	2,524 
	114,359 
	87,298 
	3S,n6 
	613 
	0 
	39,881 
	-98" 
	48,114 
	· 100% 

	Value of Fisheries 
	Value of Fisheries 
	20,844 
	1,489 
	83,482 
	61,982 
	57,242 
	521 
	32,223 
	-98" 
	40,943 
	· 100% 


	Source: 2006 -2010data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, 2010 Kuskokwim Area Management Report, December 2011, Appendices A9, AlO, All, A12, A13, C3, 03. 2011 data, Alaska Fish & Game AYK Database Management System. 2012 data, Alaska Fish &Game online 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon Catches -Blue Sheet. 
	Area managers also expressed concern that the annual subsistence Chinook harvest may significantly be impacted by area closures. While otl1er sahnon species are not of concern, Chinook directed subsistence fishing has been severely restricted to achieve escapement goals. This has had an impact on Chinook subsistence harvest and is an area of immediate concern for region resident s. 

	Kuskokwim Bay 
	Kuskokwim Bay 
	Fishing is underway in tl1e bay. At tlus time, returns are below five-year averages, but do not appear to warrant declaration. W/e will continue to monitor the situation. 
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	Cook Inlet Salmon Fisheries 
	Cook Inlet Salmon Fisheries 
	The 2012 Cook Inlet salmon fishery is realizing significantly lower runs of Chinook than in previous years. At tl1is tin1e, we do not have sufficient economic in1pact information for a definitive recommend ation. However, it is anticipated ilie economic decline will be significant , warranting a fishery disaster declaration. 
	Table 4 D1t1 for 2012 C\.fflnt II of l..iy 12 Upper Cook Inlet Chinook Data Olsuter Metrics for 2011 s~.son Oiuster Metrics for 2012 SN son 
	Table 4 D1t1 for 2012 C\.fflnt II of l..iy 12 Upper Cook Inlet Chinook Data Olsuter Metrics for 2011 s~.son Oiuster Metrics for 2012 SN son 
	Catu:ory 
	Catu:ory 
	2006 
	'J.007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010 
	2011 
	Current Data 2012 
	Average 2006-2010 
	2011 Increase (Decline) 
	Average 2.fXJ7. 2011 
	2012 Increase (Decline) 

	Number of Fish 
	Number of Fish 
	18,029 
	17,625 
	13, 333 
	8,750 
	9,901 
	11,248 
	1,680 
	13,528 
	-17% , 
	12,1 71 
	-86% 

	Pounds Harvested 
	Pounds Harvested 
	353,368 
	359,550 
	310,659 
	152.250 
	204,951 
	227,210 
	34,104 
	267,998 
	-15% 
	250,924 
	·86% 

	Value o f fi sheries 
	Value o f fi sheries 
	617,133 
	629,521 
	544,120 
	266,548 
	349,137 
	634,617 
	110,838 
	506,846 
	25% S 
	484,789 
	-77% 


	Sou rce: 2006· 2011 data, Alaska Department of Fish & Game's 2011 Upper Cook Inlet Area Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report, July 2012, Appendices B6and 87, 2012 Preliminary Alaska Commercial Salmon Cat ches-Blue Shee t , and online catch history on Alaska Department of Fish & Game's website . 
	Impacts on Subsistence 
	Impacts on Subsistence 
	Discussions witl1 Fish & Game indicate tl1is year's commercial harvest closures may in1pact subsistence harvests in tl1e Yukon and Kuskobvin1. This may have significant economic consequence to region residents. Ongoing review and analysis is needed, particularly given ilie reliance on subsistence foods for community, household, and personal well-being. 

	Follow-up Action 
	Follow-up Action 
	As described above, there appears to be ongoing and signi!icaul <leclines in the Yukon and Kuskobvim Chinook salmon fisheries, and Cook Inlet salmon fisheries. Ongoing monitoring, reporting, and analysis will be conducted as each fishery is prosecuted, but the known declines and restrictions on subsistence fisheries warrant ilie reque st for a federal fishery disaster declaration at tlus tin1e. 







