ALY,
CONFEDERATED TRIBES
of the
CHEBRALIS RESERVATION

August 2, 2019 | | :

The Honorable Wilbur Ross | =
Secretary of Commerce

United States Commerce

1401 Constltutlon Avenue

Washmgten D C. 20130

Subject 2019 Salmon Fishery Disaster for the Confederated Tribes of the
Chehalls Reser‘s‘(atlon ‘

Dear Secretary Ross

As the Chalrman o‘f the Chehalis Tribe, I am asking you to declare an economic
fishery disaster, pursuant to Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation ahd Management Act, so that disaster relief assistance can be provided to
Tribal fishermen who are adversely impacted by the closure of our fishery.

- The Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation have fished the waters of the
" Chehalis‘and Black Rivers since time immemorial. The water has sustained our
A people for countless generations. Though we have seen good years and bad years
o recently, 2019 is different. Due to man-made and natural causes, beyond the con-
% trolof the Chehalis Tribe, and our fishermen, we have seen a decline i in the number :
o of ﬁsh returning and the fish we do see have been significantly smaller. However P ii -
fih ih May of 2019 the Tribe, in a coordinated effort with the State of Washmgton and :
EPARY the Qumault Indian Nation, have closed the fishery entirely as a c@nservémon clq—
sute, in response to the hrstorlcally low numbers of all spemes of salmon geturmng

in the Chehalis River. : SR T

”'f L

Due to the low numbers of returning fish and the subsequent closuré of the ﬁshery, :

the Chehalis Business Committee, the governing body of the Confederated Tribes | i r'
of the Chehalis Reservation, declared an economic fishery drsaster by Tribal resg- '
lution (see attached) on August 1, 2019. o ;
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A once thriving fishery on the Chehalis River that has traditionally provided tribal
fishermen with commercial fishing income, food for their families and the tribe
with fish for ceremonial purposes has halted completely for all species this year.
Tribal fishermen have taken only 1 fish from the river to be used for ceremonial
purposes. This is effectively a 100% decrease in the fishery,

The Chehalis Business Committee and the Chehalis people thank you for your con-
sideration and timely response to this emergency that is effecting our people. 1
look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible on this matter.

Sinceyely,

2

Harry Pickernell, Sr.
Chairman



CONFEDERATED TRIBES
of the
CHERALIS RESERVATION

Resolution No. 2019- 032
Of the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation

RE: Approving the application for a Declaration of an Economic Fisheries Disaster from
the US Department of Commerce for the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation

Whereas: Th% Business Committee of the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation is
the duly constituted governing body of the Chehalis Tribe, in accordance with the Constitution
and By-laws adopted by voting members of the Tribe and approved by the Commissioner of
Indian Affalrs and

Whereas Ihe Busmess Committee is responsible for protecting and enhancing the social,
health, educatlonal and economic well- -being of Tribal Members; and

: Whereas TheiTrlbe has jurisdiction over the Reservation and all trust lands in Indian Country;
and c .

Whereas—: The Chehafis River Spring Chinook 2019 run has been determined to be only
approximately 30% of the spawning run necessary for proper escapement; and

Whereas: The Sprmg Chinook run is a mixed run with other species of anadromous fish
returning to the Chehalis River; and

Whereas:-‘As a result of the poor Spring Chinook return, the State of Washington, the Chehalis
Tribe and the Qui'nault nation declared a conservation closure of the Chehalis River; :

..; Whereas: The conservation closure has resulted in the inability of the Chehalis Trlbal fishermen
1o Catch fish for the purposes of ceremonial, subsistence and also the commercial ﬁshery tg S,

prov1de income to Chehalis families; and ' TR i%
o AR

'\,?

P Whereas Under the conservation closure, the Chehalis Tribal ﬁshermen Were on]y zauthorized
to catch a smgle Spring Chinook salmon in order to perform the tradltlonal ﬁrst salmon : ?\-.,‘

H
{

ceremony; and _ R L

. Whereas The conservation closure is intended to save Spring Chinook salmon’from j R
destruction, but the consequence of the closure is to leave Chehalis tribal families Wlthoﬁt b i
subsistence salmon catches and substantial financial resources from commerc1al salmon S
fisheries; and SR AR
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Whereas: The Business Committee finds that these circumstances represent an Economic
Fisheries Disaster for Chehalis Tribal Fishermen;

Now Therefore Let It Be Resolved: That the Chehalis Business Committee, as a result of its
government-to-government relationship with the United States, formally requests the U.S
Secretary of Commerce to declare an Economic Fisheries Disaster as authorized under the
Magnuson-Stevens Act and thereby granting the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis
Reservation access to necessary federal assistance.

Certification: This Resolution, Number 2019-2Z, was duly considered and approved at a
regularly scheduled meeting of the Chehalis Business Committee held on du% { ,2019, at
which a quorum was present. The vote being i For, O Against, with ¢ Abstentions and
with the Chairman not voting.

Tt/ 07 i Gt

Hallry Pickemell, Sr. David Burnett,
Chairman ' Secretary






